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l. The CHii.IIDI.AN (Burma) g I de clare open the 433rd plenary meeting of the 

Conference of tho Comr:1i ttee on Di3armarr.<:m t. 

2. Mr. F'R.t~ZAO (Brazil) g I hav e ask0d t o spec,k to introduce the working 

paper ( CCD/267) which has be .:m circulc1 t ed t oday :.o.ncl which J.eals 1fi th another aspect 

of a treaty for the non-armament of th0 sea-bod 3-nd the ocoan floor. :r: shall be 

extremely brief, b8caus G I ::.s ~umo th~.t the working paper will be self-:-explanatory. 

3. The inclusion of specific provisions f or th;:; settlement of disputes has not yet 

been under cons ider able scrutinyby tho Conforonco as a whol e , and th::.t. t i s exactly 

what I am aiming a t _in submitting thv working paper, be cause I am persuaded that the 

examination of that very important subject could greatly facilitate both our 

negotiations and the im;plementation of the ovontual troaty. ThG Brazilian 

delegatio~ believes tha t if the troc.ty clearly indicated that an appropriate system 

for the solution of controversies 1.;ould bo avaiL:~ble uhenevor the need arose there 

would be more confidence. in t}+e e:ffe qts p f the trea ~y 9 _ cons~ q_u..er1:tly_ f3:V:ouri11.g its 

entry into force an_d its accep tanco by a substantial number of States. As I said 

previously 9 ' I fe el that even during· the process of nego t iation those -beneficial 

results would bogin to be f e lt. 

4. Ue hav e attemp t od to fores ee some hypothotical s ituations in which conflicts, 

disputes, controversies or divar genci.:; s could occur. It will be rGcognized that 

such potential difficulties are mu.nifold, and s ome times of extreme gravity. · Since 

no mechanisms hav o be on proposed so f ar . f or solvin5 the difficulties that might 

arise it seems logica l f or us t o attempt a t luast a preliminary outline of possible 

procedures. 

5. We anticipate that it will be said that the inclusion of provisions of this 

tY.I>e is some thing now in arms· cb"rt'ti'ol o:r dis armament iht3 tr'umen ts. ;{ e do not think 

that this could be a ·valid argument for discarding consideration of this important 

matter. It seems clear to me that a treaty for the non-armament of the sea-bed has 

a number of o ther original char a cteristics and that therefore no r oluctance to 

innovate should deter us if it i s widely thought that provisions should be made with 

regard to tho settlement of disputes. 
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(Mr. Frazao, Brazil) 

6. ~fe must stl;'ess thc: t a treaty for tho n on-armament of the sea-bed and ocecm 

fl oor is bound to be tha first multilateral c•(S'I'Goment on cl i sar mai:1Gnt t o be 

negotiated in thi s Committee which f or esees the us e of f or e i tn moans of contro l in 

areas under tho n a tiona l jurisdiction of Stat es partie s. In f a ct, in the cont0xt 

of tho treaty >w are envi saging tho c ontinenta l shelf or ev on the territorial 

wa tors of States parties may cornu within the a rea iu which tho nocoss:-.ry contro l 

oper a tions to en s ure tho s trictes t possible observcmco of tho agr uor;lGnt me.y be 

carri e d out b y n c:. tional moans o f control of o t her States pa.rti us . 

7. I therefore think t:O.at th0 inclusion of 2-J.:·l)roj)ri a te provi s ions desigt1od to 

ensure tho settlement of any possible dispute s o.rising from tho actual 

inte rpretation of the p rovisions of the agr eement, especially from the operation 

of its norms of control, would be a very v a luable: o l oment in tho negotiation and 

enforcement of a treaty for the non-2.rmament of tho sea-bed c.nd ocean fl oor. 

The Conference de cided t o issue t ho f o llo>ving communig,ue ~ 

"The Conference o f tno Co mmittee on Disarmament t oday held its 433rd 

pl e nary mee ting in tho Pa l a i s d es Uc. tions , Genova, unJ. e r tho ch2,irmanshi:;:: 

o f U Kya>v Min, r e pr·Jscmta tivo o f Burma. 

"·· stG. t ornont ·1-ras made by the rOlJr osentativo o f Br c.'-z il. 

"The d e l egati on of Brazil submi ttod a 1rorking p.::;,po r on thG so ttl omon t 

of Q.ispu t Gs arising fr om t h e irapl on;,m ta tion of :::. tr8a ty f o r the non-armamon t 

of tho sea-bed ;;md ocean floor ( CCD/267). 

"The n 0xt mee ting of the Confor Emce will b e held on Thursday, 

4 Sep t e mber 1969, a t 10 .30 a .m." 

The m.:::cting r ose at 10.45 a.m. 


