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The CHL.IR.Mi.N (Czechoslovakia): I declare open the 328th plenary neetini:J 

of the Conference of the Eighteen-Nation C::nnmi ttee on Disarmament. 

2. 

welcomes the presentation _of the draft treaty on the non-proliferation of nuclear 

weapons (ENDC/192, 193). \Je agree with those members of the Co:rmnittee who have 

stressed the importance of this event as a decisive step in the disarmament 

negotiations. 

3. In accordance with the position of the Bulgarian Go.vernr:1ent iri regard to the: 

necessity and urgency of concludin[S a treaty to stop the multiplication of the 

number of countries possessing nuclear weapons, I wish to declare at the beginning 

of my stateme::nt that my delegation approves the draft treaty that has been submitted. 

lie are convinced that this treaty, which is the result of efforts ov-er a l ong period, 

embodies, with the sense of precise realities by which it i s characterized, the 

possibilities of resolving, in this latest phase of the negotiations, one of the most 

topical and alarming problems of our time. 

4. The Bulgarian delet:,ation_ c_ons.iders that the t exts submitted are profoundly imbued 

with the spirit of the r esolu_tions and recomr.1endations of the United Nations General 

il.ssembly and reflect the concerns which inspired ther:;. The purpose of a 

non-proliferation treaty being to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons in any f ern' 

whatsoever, it is natural and l ogical that the treaty should contain provisions 

capable of ensuring its coHplete effectiveness . 

5. The draft meets that essential r equirement parti cularly by its first articl€s. 

In this regard a gap remains t o be filled concerning the important question of 

control. Needl ess to say, the solution which nust be found for it is of the same 

order of importance f or the effectiveness of the treaty. In other words , the article 

on contr ol cannot and r,1Ust not l eave open the l .)op-holes which ar e closed by 

articles I and II. 

6. Under the t erms and within the franework of the non-prolif8ration treaty, control 

must ensure the scrupulous application of the conrai t ment assumed by non- nuclear 

countries not to manufacture nuclear weapons . Thb purpose of the system whi ch is 

t o be established will ther ef or e be t o verify the destination of the fi ssil e material 

r equired for peaceful nuclear installations in non-nuclear countries or that r esulting 

from the oper ati on of such installations in those same countries. 
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7. We hope that the co-Chairmen of the Committee, with whose unfailing patience 

and devotion to our common task we are familiar, will find the solution which is 

required. ~ delegation, in common with a number of other delegations, considers 

that the system of safeguards under the International i ... torr.ic Energy Lgency is an 

adequate form of control and one which has the advantage of having stood the test 

and of being accepted by the majority of the countries Members of the United Nations. 

8. In our opinion, the draft acquires a particular value by the way in which it 

takes account of the problem of the peaceful use of nuclear energy and the progress 

of nuclear technology in the conditions created by the existence of a non~proliferation 

treaty. That is, of course, a problem of exceptional importance which closely 

affects the vital interests of all the countries of the world. . Both the corresponding 

paragraph of the preamble and article IV of the draft treaty give this problem a 

solution which, in view of the actual framework within which it must be maintained, 

preserves the inalienable rights and ensures the safeE:,uarding of the interests of all 

countries. 

9. We consider that even a problem as complicated and delicate as that concerning 

the right to use nuclear explosive devices for peaceful purposes which, may I say 

in passing, does not for the time being cone within the field of practical 

application -- finds in the text of the draft a possibility of solution that is in 

keeping with the present state of development of nuclear science and technology and 

with the interests of all countries. To that end the draft t~eaty provides that .the 

ways of using nuclear devices for peaceful purposes shall be regulated on the basis 

of appropriate international procedures in order to satisfy requests for the use of 

nuclear explosive devices for peaceful purposes. 

10. MY country is as much concerned as. any other country about the existence of the 

serious dangers created by the threat of a nuclear war, a threat that hangs over 

peace, over ·security, over the futu.re ;and over the fate of the world itself. Thus 

the Bulgarian Government has always .considered that one of the primary :Jbjectives 

of its· foreign: policy was to contribute to the strugglG for the banning of the use 

of nuclear weapons, for general and· qomplete disarmament, including, in the first 

place, nuclear disarlil8Iilent . through the destruction of nuclear devices and their 

vehicles;. We know that that is the wish of a large number of other countries and 

that specific proposals in that direction have been made on many occasions. But we 

also know just as well that, as was pointed out by the representative of the United 

Kingdon in his statement on 29 August (ENDC/PV.326 para. 59), no one around this 
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table thiriks- that ·tha,t is within the reeJ.IJ1 of practical possibility. Thus our efforts 

to work out a non-proliferation treaty are aimed at attainint~ an irrU:lediate and possible 

obj ecti~e i~ a specific. situation. 

11. The tensi ::m in international r el ations is showing <it the pr esent tiriie danger ous 

trends towards deterioration. The se trends are impartin€:; to tho ar ms ·race an ~3ver 
' ·' 

more' .frenzied pace. For its part, the arns race , inCluding the race for nuclear 

weapons in which more and r.l::>re countries run ' thE; risk of becor:iing imr6i:J~a; is 
' . 

daily increasing the t ension. Does that mean that this is an ine'V'itable· process, 

th~t' ~~ ' ar({ c~ught in an i~placable cog'-wheel or that we are condemned t o live' in· ·;~ .t . . 

vicious circle from which there is no escape? Of course not. We krww that 

int~rri~tio~~l -t€msion is the r esult of the :policy of the imperialist ·ror~~s -- a 
. . 

policy of aggr~~sion and intervention in thk internal affkirs of othe:r countries~ . 

The war of aggre ssion which the United States is now waging in Vi.et:Nam~ with 'its 

sequence of. ~scalations, borc.bardhents and horr~rs, the aggres~iori' of Israel again~·t 
the L.rab peoples, and the critical situation in other parts of the globe illustrat•a 

that policy in tho most sinister fashion. 

12 . BxaLJ.ined ag~ihst thi s backgr oill:ld, the conclus i on of a treaty t o stop the spr ead 

of nuclear weapons seems t o us, a t the pres ent time , one o f the r ar e initiative~ ~: 

that it is possible to accoaplish in order t o contribute an el et1ent of g_~~~Q!o.£, ' in 

order to extricate the disarma.r:1ent debate frc:im the sterile J:round wher e it ha s · beer1 ·· 

marking tine f or so long . In our opinion, that is one of the rriD.ln obj ecti ves 

highlighted in the pEmulthmte par agr aph of the pr eambl e t o the draft treaty on the 

non- proliferation of nuclea~' weapon~ which stat e s that the pal:-tie s t o ' the t reaty 

desire : 
11 to further the easing of inter national tensio~:: and the strengthening of 

trus t between St a t es i n order ' t o f~ci.lit~te t he ces sation of t he manufa cture 

of nuclear weapori~~ , t he liqui da t ion Qf ~11 thei r ; existi ng s t ock;piles' anci th8 

eliroiriritio'n fr~fu iia tional arsE.mals o f ri~blear weapons and the · means of · th~lr · 

delivery pursuant t o a Tr~aty 'an gener al and compl e t e dis~illilent undet stri'ct 

and ef fecti ve int ernat i onal control. '1 (~cLi92 , ~CZJ) 
13. In t hat r~gcird, I should al so like to - .q~h'te ' t he represent~tive of t he Sovi e t : 

Uni on who, iri his s t atement on 24 .L.~~:;ust when the 'dr aft Soviet t r eaty was subLri. t'ted~ 

declared: · 
~ . . :·. . ~ . 

. .!. ' 

.' •'',•. ... . 

... · . . 
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" the Soviet Union at the same tine has always based itself on the 

premise thet thls treaty is not an encl in itself but is only orie of the 

preliminary steps towards restricting Md stopping· the nuclear arms .race. 

The policy of the Soviet Union is aimed at achieving an ag-reement on the 

cessation of the arms race and on the complete ·disarmament .of -all:.States .• 

It is precisely fror.1 the point of view of this wide perspective that we .. 

regard 'a treaty on the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, which will to 

a considerable extent facilitate further joint actions by States in the 

field · of nuclear and general di sarmarnent. 11 ( EN_lli1_r.v. 32~!!:t~•..4.2.) 
14. In that connexion, one can never insist enough on two other reasonsfor 

concluding a non-proliferation treaty as quickly as possible. On the one hand; in 

the present circumstances this problem is holding back .the negotiations .on: the, 

problems of disa.l-w.ament and, Dn the other hand, any delay in solving it encourages 

the tendencies ·of certain countries to equip themselves with nuclear-weapons. 

There is little time to lose if one wishes to stop such tendencies and to . open 11P . 

the path cif negotiation. 

15. May I now say a few words concerning another very i:nportant problem. I am 

referring to the problem of security which has been raised on several occasiqn.s 

during our discussions. 

nuclear or non-nuclear. 

That is logical since it concerns all countries, whether 

I do not intend t o analyse in depth this very complicated 

proble~ which gives rise, es soon as it is touched upJn, to innumerable questions 

and affects interests of all kinds. Butin view of the fact that the problem 

concerns my country' just as it does any other country' and that, for obvious 

reasons, · t;h.is probl~m is closely linked to that of the non-proliferation of nuclear 

weapons, ·I will venture to make a few remarks on the subject. 

16. The international situation being what it is, the questiort arises whether the~e 

is a singlecouritcy that is not concerned about the problems of its s~curity in one 

way or another~ I think it is no exaggeration to say that such a country does not 

exist. · consequently, · that situation creates serious problefus · for every country 

and for the entire international C-ommunity, since in most cases the. security of a 

coi..uitry is dependent upon that .6f neighbouring0!' .other countries. 

17. If' goes without Saying that ' each sovereign ·COuntry: is the . s.ole judge of the 

measures and me:ens which it considers to be the Iilost· appropriat.e for the .solution of 
' . 

its own problems of security. It niu~t bt:./ noted ~that, rightly or wrongly:, . ~ost 

coubtd .. ~s ' endeavour to equip thefust>!ves with the most modern and lilOSt sophisticated 

weapons. ':' :I:ri the atoniic age, ·that L-lt:Jiilis iri some cases: ;. atomic armaments.· 
.: •. ·' • .. ' ,·_-.,,1 
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18. What is the si tuati.Jn created by that pr'ospect in regard to ·tho problcr:1 ·Jf the 

security'of Stat8s? I shall confine Eryself to recalling what has been proved he:re 

by more than one brilliant denonstration, nant:Jly,.that the country which is in a 

position to manufacturE: its own atomic bo:m.b and decides to do so does not, by that 

fact itself, increase the chances of its security -- far fron it. It places i ts,slf 

in a situation of imrilediate risk, because other countries in relation to which it is 

supposed to wish to safeguard its security will not wait till it has obtained 

possession of an atomic weapon. Moreover, those same countries or others in the 

same area will also rush into the nuclear arns race, and that will put to a severe 

test the security of several countries. Let ne add that, in the present state of 

science, technology and 8Conomic d8velopment, not everyone becomes an atomic power 

that wishes to do sO; only ten 'Jr fifteen countries will be in ·a position to equip 

thems8lves with atomic weapons, if they so d8sire, in the next few years. The other 

countries -- and they are the great majority of the StatE:s Members of the United 

Nations, that is, at leas.t. a hundred -- will only be in a position to manufacture 

atomic weapons in the more remote future. iv'hat will happen to their security? 

LE't us recall again that certain non-nuclear countries possessipg a sufficient 

econorri.c and industrial potential scarcely conceal their desire. to equip theraselves 

with nuclear weapons for reasons which have nothing to do with their s'ecuri ty, ·for 

clearly aggressive purposes. Hhat will happen to the security of a large nur:::.ber 

of countries if such countries beCOLlG possessors of nucl8ar weapons? The 

proliferation of nuclear weapons is incompatible with nativnal and internathmal 

security. The nero prospect of an increase in th8 numb6r of nuclt:::ar countries has 

the result of raising new problems and creating gen8ral ~or..plexes of insecurity. 

19. I have stated that rr;y delegation approves the draft treatywhich has been 

subr.ri. tted to us. That does not at all mean that we are unaware of the lil!rl. tations 

of the draft. But we firmly believe that the conclusion of a non-proliferation treaty 

on the basis of that draft will have positive.effects o,n the discussiort of other 

disarmaLlent probler:ls, will contribute to the lessening of international tension and 

to the ir.lprovE;r:,ent of the political clii::at'e, will strengthen confidence iri relations 

between States and will facilitate the developLlent of co-operation in the field of· 

the peaceful use of atonic energy. 

20. ~Jithout wishing to underestimate the legal aspects of the limitations of the · : 

draft treaty, we believ6 that it is essential to bear in mind that what is conc0r·ned, 

in this case, is not an isolated agreenentunder which the parties concerned-will 

be bound solely by legal obligations relating to measures of a practical nature. We 
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(Mr. Christov, Bu~~ri~) 

think that the draft treaty nrust be regarded fran" the standpoint of its achievement 

as an international instrument of priruary importance and exceptional political scope, 

as the expression of a deten.ination to pursue a definite political action of vital 

interest, within a very broad franework of efforts which should lead-to relaxation of 

tension, international security and general and complete disarnament. 

The Confere:r.tc~ dec:!.9&~L0.i§.~~-~he fo]Jg_\!inJL£Q..~~ql.!.~: 

"The Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Co:mni ttt~e on Disarmam.ent today 

held its 328th plenary meeting in the Palais des Nations, Geneva, under the 

chairmanship of H.E. l~bassador ?. Winkler, representative of Czechoslovakia. 

"L statement was made by the reprE::sontative of Bulgaria. 

"The next meeting of the Conference will be h8ld on Thursday, 

7 September 1967, at 10.30 a.:o. 11 


