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'l'he CHAIID<b.lif (Un ited Xingciom) ~ I decl~re open the 427 th p lenary 

meeting of the Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Cor:unittee on Disarmament. 

2. Befo:re calling on Amb.:.:.ssador Benhima, t he r·epreaenta tive of Morocco, I sho.uld 

like to >-relcom3 him u.nd a lso the leD.deJ: of the Argentine delegation 9 .Ambassador 

Ortiz de Rozas, \'Tho are >vi th 1..ts for t:Q.e first time t oday. 

3. Mr..!. BENHIM.{l~ (Morocco) {-Gran'slatl.on f rom F:t·en~l.!.): I was very sorry that 

I could not arrive in time t o be present at the meeting l as t · Thursday. How·ever 9 

t he r 0presentative of .Morocco to the international organizat:i.ons in Geneva was 

good enough to express to . the Ch.airrr,an of that meeting, t o lihe two Powers that 

a ct as co-Cbairmen .of the Committee, c.nd t o the members of the Conference, the 

thanks of the Government o f 11orocco and our sati s f a ction a t joining in this 

Conference many States which for several ye.:1rs h ave be en dealing with a:problem 

basic to world peace. 

4. This · morning I hive the great privilege of transmitting t o the Col:lferarice ·a 

message from His Il~ajesty Hassan I !, King 9f Morocco • . The tex t is : 

''At the ·· time when the : Kingdom of Mora ceo is .. in vi ted to partioipa te 

i n ths work of the Conference o f t he Committee on Di s armc:.ment, i t i s 

particularly gre,tifying to Us t o express Our satisf<3.ction at the 

constant efforts 1-lhich your i~_sti tu tion h as be en maki n g for a rlecade 

to translate into U.eeds the l):rino"iple of peaceful c o- existence -- a 

princj.ple to wh~ ch the acr...,u G.sion ul all people.s has c iven an exceptional 

signiricance and which, a t a critical tir.l8 in i nternational :!'el ati on s, 

can constitu.te . ::l. r.ew .pr omi.s e f or a bett e r future only if cessati on of 

the armamen·i;s . rae:e i s seriously e.mrisaged. 
11Al,l t he Yoicec t hat have been raised i n t he wo:!'ld for a lmos t ten 

years in .favour of' disarmament, a. t f irst pu~tial and then comple te, h .:l.ve 

been seekin g in reality t u express -·- . des p i t s di ffe r ences in the i r 

i de ologies and their str eng t h --· -the deep . concern of a l l _the peoples 

'at· t h:e disas trous cons equences .-o f a d(1n~erous competi tipn thai; threat.ened 

·to l ead marud .. n<i t o a dismal f a t e. 
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(Hr. Bonhi :ma , Morocco) 

11For Our part, We have not cuasBd t o affirm Our choice in favour of 
disarmar:1ent. He have made it a constunt element of Our f or ei gn policy and 
We have supported unremittingly every initiative desi gned to lini t cLnd reduce 
military pot entials, whoevt::r may prom')te or possess t hem. 

lli\. year ago a l ar ge number of countries acceded to t he Tr eaty on the 
Non-Prolifer 9.tion of Nuclear ',JeaponJ={ still more r ocently tho t-vro Power s 
the co-Chairmen of your Confer Jnce have announced their joint willingness to 
undertake fre sh di scu ssi ons on th\3 problem of anti-Eri.s sile def C:::<ncG systems . 

"Those ar e encouraging r esults which it behoves Us to no t e with satis-
f act ion and which strengthen the conviction We have always held and the 
confidence ~ve have always expressed in t he re sult s of the efforts which your 
Conference has constantly made. 

11We are convinced th~t, thanks to the firm r esolve of the States 
participating in this Conf er ence and to the unflagging effort s which t ogether 
we shall make unceasingly, we shall put an end t o the anxiety which human 
technology has aroused in this field. 

"May God guide us in the path of wisdom and direct us t owards the 
solutions most likely t o ensure f or all peoples of the earth peace, 
tranquillity and progress ." 

5. I will venture to add a few comments on behalf of the Moroccan delegation t o 
indicate quite clearly and t o bring t c the attention of members of this Conference what 
I might call Mo r occo ' s antecedents in disarmament and the i nt Gntions of our Government 
now that o-ur responsibilities become more direct and so gr eater. 
6. ns soon as the probl em of disarmament was brought before international bodies the 
Government of Morocco , o.t a time when it was a very delicat e tmtter f or some countries 
t o adopt a position on t he pr obl em, very clearly announcod the direction in which it 
would act in r el ation t o disar mament. Hany member s of this Conf dr ence will recall that 
at the B0lgrade Conference i n 19W the Sover eign of Horocco devoted a very larg8 part 
of his statement t o an explanation of the Moroccan point of view on thi s question , 
calling for disarmament at l east partial and at l east in cartain areas of the world. 
ft~d he supported at that time the only plan f or r egional di sar mament , which concerned 
Europe and was known by tha name of the Minister f or For ei gn Affairs of Poland. 

1/ ENDC/ 226* 
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(Y~ , Bcnhima, Morocco) 

? .. ;:,ater, Morocco t o0k the initiative of :raising r.:.t tile United Nations the problem 

of nuclear tests in t he Sahara. ~~re obtained from the General ... ~s sembly the most po si ti ve 

:;.~esolu·~ions on tl-J.e ·subject at ·that tiine. 

8 , Since then~ in the Fi.rst CommittGe of the United na tions_, Morocco has taken 

initiatives, or has joined in other i:'1ik atives by friendly States , t o prop·)se 

!'esclutions aimed at r educing and eliminat 7.ng ar1n.anonta and ending the arms ra.ce in all 

: .ts forms; and th·o.s v;e have be0n constantly as:::ocia~ed, a t all levels of m.ee-Gings of 

i'lt ornational Ol"gaEi zations;, 1-1ith a continuing movement for di sarmament . In the recor ds 

of all t~1.0 ;:3e meetings will be found the statements made by Moroccan delegations, and the 

positions they have adopted at the United I'Jati ons itself and in t '1.e regiona~1- or other 

incce:rnationa2. or ganizati ons whi·:::hhav,3 deiti t Wi t:h thi. s problem. 

9. In pe\rticipating today in che ivo rk of this CoE11ni ttee) we ar e convinced 3.nd we ar e 

aware~ -- thanks t o the confidence extended to Horoceo by .t he countries o f the t>.ro co-

C~1e,~_r-men and by other members of the Committee -- that we are undertaking moTe diTect 

:::-0 spoh si bili ties • Of cour se 1 the pro bler!l o f disar mament has nov r eached the s t age of 

t ·)cl:mical di scuss1ons which call for a cer·C.ain competence. We certainly do not }.resume 

to intervene positiv&ly, f r om t he outset of Olli' pre senc8 her e , on certa i n t echni cal 

af:'pect s . Bu.t I can assure you f ully that ~<Te shall wast-e no t ime nnd put our selves 

J:'upi dly into +:-he :oicturc, w:i. th the co-operation of all member s.. so that we can a ssume 

:In thi s Committe.s thG :r2 sponsibility which you expe(·.t of us and of which v/'3 sh1:1ll have 

to :..·entier account kth tc our COUL1try and to all manldnd . 

10. I wish to mnke a 

very brief s·~a-t.:.(~men't ~o exp:::-e .3s :my personal grat itude to ;you, !vir~ Chairman, f or the 

vei.':J k j_nd wo:c6s of V3le,)me with 1.:hich you 1..re -,:·e goo-:1. onough tc greet my presenc8 her e as 

J;;~w head of th8 Argentj nc delegation . 

I shouJ.d like to r emiP.d t he Committee at thi s point t ha.t · ... m 

E,re meeting i !:l i!:lform~J. s0ssion t omorrow at 10.30 a.m. t o d:'.scuss the question of a 

compreh ensive test ban. I shou.ld like aJ.so t o r econvc::ne the Comrni ttee in aoout five 

minutes fo1· a brief i :;uo:cmal meeting . 
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The Coni\sronc c; c.L,cided to is suo the following co::L.'11Unigue: 
"The Conf0rencu uf tho Eighteen-Nettion Committee on DisarmanE:nt todny 

held its 427th plenary mooting in tho ?alais dGs Nations, Gcnavn, under the 
chairmanship of H.E. f'..l-nbass:,ldor I.F. Porter, representative of the 
United Kingdom. 

"Statements were made by tho representatives of Morocco, Lrgentina and 
the Chairman. 

11The next meetirig of the Conference will be held on Thursday, 
14 l~ugust 1969, at 10.30 a.n. 11 • 

The meeting rose at 10.50 a.m. 


