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TRIBUTE TO THE MEloriFiY OF NR • . OMAR LOUTFI 
. . . r· . 

The CHAIRMAN (United Al-ab Republic): We meet today ' in sad Circumstances 

as a result of the sad and untime:cy death of 0ma.r Loutfi, the Special Repr'~entative 

of the Secretary-General to the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disariliament. ··The 

co-Chairmen have recommended that this meeting be · devoted to payirig tribute to his 

memory. 

Mr. EPSTEIN (De}JUtY Special Representative of the Secretary-General) ~ I 

should like to convey to the members of the Conference the tribute paid by .the 

Secretary-General, U Thant, to Omar Loutfi ~ 

"Omar loutfi' s death means a great loss not only to the United Nations 

Secretariat, which he served with such distinction during the last fifteen 
. . 

months, but to all the heads of delegations as also to many friends all 

over the world. 

"~ of us first came to know Omar loutfi when he was the P~rma.nent 

Representative of his country, . arid his great ability was eas~ recognized 

by those who had the privilege to come into contact with him at that time. 

He had that indispensable characteristic of a true and suc6essful diplomat, 

namely, consideration for the views of others, as well as great tact and 

a winning personality. 
11As the Permanent Representative of Burma I had come to · know him · 

well, .and when 1 was called to ~. present o££1ce I made an appeal to the 

Government of the Unit~d ·Arab Republic to make Omar loutfi S.vail.able to 

me as one of 11\V collaborators. The Governnient kind4'" acceded to ~IW · request, 

and so e~ly las·t; year 0ma.r Loutfi made tne ':change-ovet from Ambassador .: · .·.: · 

representing the interests of ·his country to interruit:fonaf civil servant • 

"! cap. truthfully say that during these fifteeh ;months as Under.:..Secretary 

for Sp.ecial Political Affairs Omar wutfi proved hililS·E!Ji ·to be as successful 

as an international civii servant as he had been in his previous position as . . 

Ambassador. His wise coun:Bel stood me in good stead on several important 

occasions. Perhaps . his most important characteristic was his evermess of 

temper and political realism which served to guard not only himSelf but all 

of us against excesses of optilllism or pessimism. Hef had, ii' I may say so, 

those qualities of head · a·nd heart which an ideal internationaf civil servant 

should possess. His strength of character, as much as his intellect, was 
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(:Hr, Epstein) 

responsible for his great popularity and stature both as a diplomat and as 

an international servant, and for these qualities he commanded the affection 

and respect of all those .who knew him well, 

"Omar I.outfi had been · :trained in the law and had at . one point become . 

a judge·, Through the legal profession he entered the field of diplomacy and ' 

international relations, His legal background remained an important element 

in his mental make-up, but he knew only too well that many other considerations 

are brought to bear on the solution of political problems. His work in the 

United Nations was marked by an uncommon insight into the intricacies of 

international life and by a breadth of vision and knowledge which permeated 

every :aspect of his work and his manifold interests, 

·• 11Today we are. saying goodbye not only to a most able colleague but also 

to a good friend, Such he certainly was to me. May he rest in peace~'" 
May I, who was Omar wutfi 1 s deputy here, say also on rrry own behalf, and on behalf 

of all the menibers of the Secretariat connected with the work of the Disarmament 

Conference, how deeply we feel the tragic .and untimely loss of Omar Loutfi. His great 

experience, his sound judgement and his wisdom were of inestimable value to all of us. 

Those of u.S who were privileged to work closely with him also had the benefit of 

knowing his fine human qualities and the great gentleness of his nature, We mourn his 

passing in a very personal way, and we too wish to e:::..-press our sympathy and condolences 

to his Government and to his family, 

Mr. STELLE (United .States of America)~ The United states delegation knows 

the deep personal sense of loss which you, Hr, Chairman, as the representative in our 

Committee of the United Arab Republic, feel at the death of Omar LJutfi, He was your 

close colieague an.d friend whose own distinction reflected great honour on your country. 

TodaY the United States delegation shares deeply that sense of loss 

We have lost ali esteemed friend and a ldse colleague who in countless quiet ways 

sbught ·.to ease our burdens and facilitate agreement. The Secretary-General of the 

United Nations cbose ·Dr. wutfi to be his Special Representative at our meetings because, 

as we have heard this morning, of the Secretary-General's high regard for and confidence 

in his Under-secretary. We all know from experience how well justified was the 

Secretary-General's trust in Dr. Loutfi, and I ask the Deputy Representative of the 

Secretary-General, Mr.., Epstein, to convey to him the sympathy and condolences of ley' 

delegation. 
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(Nr, Stelle, United states) 

Omar Loutfi gave much to his country, to the world and to our work here. So 

did his friend and ours, T. G. Narayanan, whose loss we suffered last year o Their 

deaths remind us keenly of our responsibility to re-dedicate ourselves to the goals 

o.( disarmament and to strive for their realization. He owe that to these comrades in 

our endeavours who are no longer with us, e.s we owe it to ourselves and to all tnahkind. 

Mr. TS!RAPKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (translation from 

Russian): Only a few weeks ago the Secretary-General's special representative, 

Mr o Loutfi, was here with us representing the Secretary- General of the United Nations 

in the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament. As always, he was sociable, 

· cheerful and friendly, and there was nothing to forewarn us that a few ·weeks later he 

would .be no more and we would receive here the sad and unexpected news of his death. 

Mr. L:mtfi was an outstanding diplomat of his own country and a prominent member 

of the Secretariat of the United Nations. His passing is a grave loss to the country 

which he represented with distinction in the United Nations for many years as well as 

for the United Nations Secretariat, where ho carried out important functions as 

Under-Secretary for Special Political Affairs. 

The Soviet delegation wishes to express its profound condolences, on the occasion 

of the untimely death of ~lr. Loutfi, to the United Arab Republic, to the Secretary-­

General of the United Nations nnd to the family of the deceased. 

Mr. PAPILLA NERVO (Mexico); (B:_anslation from Spanish) ~ The death of n:u 
distinguished friend Mr. Omar Loutfi has been a great shock to me because I was perhaps 

one of the members of this Committee that had the closest contacts with him .over many 

years, even before he was appointed ambassador and representative of his country to 

the United Nations some ten years ago. 

Mr. Loutfi 1s qualit ies were a real boon to the United Nations. His approach to 

problems, his simplicity, the weight .he gave to others' opinions made him in both 

public debate and private conversation a most effective collaboratvr with a clear 

view of problems, a strong wi ll and a calm and firm 'rlay of expressing his convictions. 

Recently his presence among us as Speci al Representative of the Secretary--Gener a l 

was at all times marked, in the contacts we had outside formal meetings, by his optimism 

and his faith in the results of our work. I deeply r egret that he did not live to see 

the fruits of our labours , especially on the problem of the cessation of nuclear weapon 

tests . which is the one nearest to a solution. 
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(Hr. Padilla Nerve, r1.frocico) 

I believe that all of us -.,- and in particular tho representatives of tho nuclear 

Powers -- must make every effort not to waste any more time before reaching an 

agreement. That would be the best tribute we could pay to the mem6ry of l-'tr. L<:iutfi 

and also to the memory of all who have expended so much energy, so m:uch goodwill, so 

much hope and effort in pursuit of our objectives. 

I should like to extend the sincere condolences of ~ Governoent and ~ delegation 

to the Government of tho United Arab Republic, to the Socrotaria.t . of the United Nat ions 

and to Dr. wutfi 's family. 

Mr. BLUSZTAJN (Poland) (translation from French): It was with profound 

sorrow that we learned last Friday of the sudden and unexpected death of Mr. 6mar 'Loutfi. 

Only a ~hart time ago he was still with us, r epresenting the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations in our Committee. We wero e:;.:pecting him back within the next fmJ days. 

But, alas, death has taken him from us. 

1 should like, on behalf of thePolish-delegation,to express our condolences to 

the Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General of tho United Nations. Wa 

ask him to transmit them to U Thant and to tell him that we share his grief at the 

loss of a close friend and invaluable collaborator. 

We also wish to express our condolences to- the delegation and the Government of 

the United Arab Republic on the loss of one of its sons who so brilliantly represented 

it in the international forum. We knew Omar Loutfi as a great patriot and a faithful 

servant of his country, whose cause he alt-Jays contrived to defend ·-with · patriotic zeal, 

impassioned eloquence and lucid intelligence. v-Ie knew him, too, as a great 

international civil servant who put his talent at the service of the United Nations 

the better to enable it to realize the ideals that were dear to him ~ peace, freedom 

and national independence, co --existence and co-operation among all states in the 

· interests of peace and progress. I am sure that the greatest tribute we can pay to 

the memory of Oma.r Loutfi is to work unremittingly to accomplish the task entrusted 

to our Committee, in \tJhich he so brilliantly exercised his distinguished functions. 
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. Mr. MACOVESCU (B,omania): On behalf of the Rana.nian delegation I want to 

axprees our deep regret at the news, which came as a great shock to all of U:s; of 

the loss of Omar Loutfi. I had the privilege of knowing Omar Loutfi personally 

and I appreciated highly his devotion to the cause of peace and friendship among 

peoples, It is with deep amotion that I express condolences to you, Mr. Chairman, 

to the Government of the United Arab Republic, to the Secretary-General, to the 

United Nations and to the family of Omar Loutfi. 

Mr. LALL (India) : It is not easy for me to comprehend this occasion, 

Omar wutfi and I served together as the permanent representatives of our respective 

countries in New York for over four years. The bonds of friendship and official 

co-operation between us \Jere extremely close and deep. I remember well, Mr. Chairman, 

how in the critical da~ which unhappily afflicted your country in 1956 we spent days 

and nights together working in the cause of peace, Before that, and since then over 

the last tan years or so, we had a very close relationship both officially and 

personally. 

Omar klutfi was not a man gifted simply with the normal characteristics of 

intalli,gance, honourableness, friendliness, warmth and gentleness. ill those 

qualities he had in extraordinary degree, but he had something evan rarer: he 

possessed that special capacity to realize the level at which differences 1D. 

international ~fairs exist, and also to appreciate those more subtle and deeper 

realities and levels at which those differences do not exist and cannot exist if 

our world is to continue and to achieve peace, That is why he was able to grasp 

the problems with which we deal at a level which really was essentiSJ., rut away· .. 

from all superficialities, It was the same kind of approach to life which informed 

his perso~ relations and his relations with people with whom he had official 

dealings, 

I should like to mention an incident which shows his extraordinary capacity as 

an individual~ One of the last official occasions which we spent together as 

permanent representatives in New York was .when we were members of the last visiting 

mission which was sent by the United Nations to Western Samoa, That was an entirely 

new mil.!ru! for all of us . four members of the mission. · But it was characteristic of 
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am:..,.r th::-.t he wa:s .. . so loved. and appreciated by the Go~ernment and ·people of Western 

Samoa that they a's:K:ed :.l.mrnediately thc.t, when it bacame time to hold the plebiscite 

to detB-rmin.o thi::l f'reedom of the country; Omar Lov.tfi shoul<{ b~ sent "'oy the United 

Na·IJ~ons to canduct tho plebiscite. That was of course a spontaneoas tribute by 

. people of, ~nM.rely diffs:cent b~tckgrcuttd frc:::J his ovm, people w~om he had never met 

but :-rho at o:r:c'3 fou!'td in him the p3~sort '-1ho1n. · they · c0u.ld t.ru;:;t for an occasion which 

to thera. W:'l.S of extrem·3ly great significanco. Their whole nation3.l destiny vras to 

be determined by it. 

That ua:::; th:=. type of person that Omar Loutfi was. I make no secret .of the 

fact that while he was here I lost no opportunity of almost daily contact with, him . 

e.botlt . our uork in th:ls . Conferehte •. We discussed the issues before us, and ma~y pf 
- . 

the things I :b..ave said · in thi~ Conference owe at least something to my 9onsl,l..ltations 

That "vl!18 quite na.tural. bt3cai.~se it would ·have been inconceivable 

to ID8 that I should llO'~ -~ake advc.li.tage of his preser.ce, o:: his wisdom and of his 

exp-::n:ionco o 

Ml~. Chairman, for your count::.'Y his tudd2n C.eath iG a nost untimely loss; he 
. :. . .. . 

H.::.c an i1Tn3trious son cf Egypt· ~ He sez-v:ed you: t 11ee~ hardl! say, i~ a manner of 

which c,ny country ·ri6tlld b~ . justly proUnd 'and uhich no countl:'y can afford to lose so 

su .. C.Jenly. : .1. Natu:tally, therefore; TJ.y · re~B.rigs · ~~e for ;u:ou and your country in the 

loss that you -have: suste.ined, and, on behalf of .the ci6v~rnment of India and of our : 

delegation, r~ would request, y .'1.! to con·.-ey to your Goverr.lnent our profoundest 

nJ-1!1pathies on th1s occasion; so clso to U Thant, the Secretary-General, whom 

incidontc.lly both OI!!ar and I C'11"l0 to knuw c~.or1aly alsr \-Then we uere all three permanent 

repres3ntativen in New York. 

to his b0reaved family. 

I t:.·ould requect also that our sympath,ie s be conveyed 

I ent5.rely agree \orith our· f!'iend ·Padilla Nerve that the best tribute we could 

pay ·i;,o Onar Lcutfi 1 s memory would be to reach an agreement without delay on at least 

the ces~ation ·of' nuclear 1-1eapnntests. Th~t w~uid ·}e ~omet~ing tangibl~ -"" that, . ~s 
other representatbres have ~~id, we sh~~d address ourselv~s tq these t11;sks, because 

-. ::-.··-. . : . ~ . ' . . . 

tl::l.at io \.t!'lat tho33 past companioi.s of ours, such as Cmar Loutfi and T. G • . N~;~.rayanan, 
.. . · : .. '. . ': • . . 

gf'.~te their liv8s for in a 1-1ay. And if we · could only reach spe_edy agreement now on 
. . 

th.3 test ban: isstie we would certainly be paying a fitting trib11te to the memory of 

a ns.~1 'Who \ororked so duJ~ifully and so successfully for good international relations. 
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l'!r· . SIMOYIC (CzechoslO"'akia) (translation fran RussiAA): ·bn behalt of 

the Czechoslovak delegation, and on my own behalf, I should 'iike to ask you, 

Mr. Cha~, to convey to the family of the deceased Under seoretary for Special 

Political Affairs of the United Nations, Mr. Loutfi, our profou.rid condolences• The 

news of his untimely death was . a blow to all who knew him both iri the work of the 

TJnited Nations and here in our Committee, where for many months he ws the Sp~~ial 

Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General. The death of 0mar Loutfi 

is a paintul loss both for the United Nations and for our Committee. Permit me, 

Mr. Chairman, to express sincere condolences to the Government of the United Arab 
~ . . ' . ' ·' . . . . . 

Republic, to your delegation and to you personally, since the deceased was a citizen 

of your country, which he so successfully represented in international organizations. 

With him passed a distinguished fighter for international co-operation and mutual 

understanding among nations, a great patriot and a good man. The delegation of 

Czechoslovakia bows deeply before his memory. 

Sir PAUL MASON (United Kingdom): On behalf of the United ·Kingdom delegation . . . 

I should like to join previous speakers · in expressing our deep sympathy with the 

delegation of the United Arab Rep.1blic and with the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations on the death of Mr. Omar Loutfi. 

Mr. Loutfi was a distinguished representative of his country and the first 

representatiye of ~he Secretary-General of the United Nations to this Conference, · 

He 1rras a man of c~ and modesty, of intelligence and integrity. He represented 

his country as Ambassador to the United Nations at a time when there were grave 
. . . . .... ~ . . 

differences_ bet-ween our two countries, but we always respected his as an able and 

honourable exponent of his Government's point of view. Later, as an international 
;-' 

civil servant first in New York and then here, we remember him as an impartial and 

wise coorisellor. 

We mourn the death of a man 'Who has contributed much to international understanding~ 

Mr~ OBI (Nigeria): It was with a great sense of loss that my delegation 

learnt of the death of Mr. Omar Loutfi, Hr. Loutfi endeared himself to and earned 

for himself the respect of the members of the various delegations with wham he came 

in contact. Mr. Loutfi was a man dedicated to the cause of peace and was closely 

associated not only with our work here but, more important, with the trying times 

through which the world passed last autumn. 



·- ------- ---· ---- - - ---~-------------

: ENDC/Pil .134 
12 

(Mr. Obi, Nige.£1~) 

The ~s~ ,appre9iatJ~p, ._ o~J~~§:_ef.f.qr;_~::cW2Uld ; he -the tintiring endeavour '-'of our 
~ .:- ···· .... , . .. . . . .~ ..... ... ~---~ ...... -.~ . . --~ . . . ' .. ,.,. ,. -~ ~ .. · .. .'· 

CoiiJJlittee tqwa~s achiev!ng j;angible results and''especially 'cin · th~ eessation' of nuclear 

weapon .:t;.e~ts • .. ,., ·- ·' 1-1; d~~ga:t4on, . in associating itself with the ;;~if <ie'se~ed tribute 

of th~ Se~r~~~y~ener!il to the::meni6cy -of Mr. -L6titff~ would be grateful if the Dajmty 

Special Representative of the Secr.etary;.;.GeneraJ} 'WOuld convey to the Secretary-Gener_al, 

and through him to Mr. Loutfi' s bereaved .fami-ly ahd c6tuitry, the deep sense of los·~- : -
. . . . . -· 

which I, my country and my del9gation f-eel-. :~ >' · < -_ ·- - -- :;L ·- · 
. . ~ . - ..... . 

' ·' ·· . . 

Mr. de CASTRO (Brazil) (trt!!.l~l~ll..$1...!';tq~fr.eJi~!!) : ·: Th~ sfa~illail deleg~t.i~n . 
wish€as to assQciate itself with the .feelings ·of profound :grief' ~ipress~a'- this '- ~o~nlng . 
o~ . ~h~ _, ~a sing of an . 911line~t man, Ambassador Loutfi who laboured \iith us .: i~' defe_~~~ __ ~ --

of peaca. 
-~~ -:·: : 

I \-laS privileged to k~OW' him personally in circumstances 'parttc:mia.r'ly ~d directly 

connected with the work of our Committee. . T was 'not then' atteridirii the 'cionf~remce, 
and did not have the honour of sitting a'G your table; but I was a member o.~ the 

Uni.ted Nations Confe~nce on' t_he Application <>f Se!ehce iin'd Techn~iogy ;fdl' ·t~e ~nefit 
. • • : ' I - i·r r :· :'· _- ::·-_;_ . :. ·-· 

of the IBss-.~veloped Arelif!_·~ > . As you -know, the"'p8:rtic.lpants in that CO~ere?-~ 

drafted a~d signed a document 111 which they appeal~d ; to - tM 'E:ightee·~~N~tion cOinmitt~e 
- . : ' . -~ . .. . .. ' .. . .;.. . ' : 

to do its utmost to reach agreement on the cessation· -Or - Iillcle·a~ ~~ap()n testa, to 

achieve gene..ral and comp!etj3 disarmament, and to :davbte the' ~e:;J.i.ngs thereby realized 

tv developillg ~be unde; ... developed countries and to raHiitlg ' ·the 'iiving st~da~d~ ~f - .. ,. 
' ._ .__ .· . . •' . ... . . ' ' .. 

the two-thirds of mankind :still lacking the bare -necess-ities of life~ · I had the . .... ·: ~. ,..~, --~- -: ~ .' . . . . ' .. . 

privilege, _R,f r bei.ng ask.~_q by my colleages at that Conferende on the Application . of 

Science _B:Ild Technology ,for the Benefit of the Less-D~veloped A.:rea:s to transmit that 
: ~- . "' . . '. . "' . . . : ·. ': : : : 

document. __ ;tq tJle Eighteen-Natior.. Ccr:mfttee, l-i'hich I did, ~s it happened, through Jli'rr'.-_ 
.: . : ,.· -~ ,: .•. ' . . .. . . . • . ' . . . . . ·- . : ' ·. ; y · -~ ·: . ~ . . .. .. 

Loutfi. I , .had then the priv_ilege of meet.ing . him and was iirnriediately aware. _ of his 
. ' . ' ' ; ' ,,:· '• ', ': •:: .: -: .~. : #, p ,· 

diplomatic tact, his lively interest in peace problems, his deep sympathy with human 
- . . ··. 

-! " ' . . 
', I' 

. ,· ' ~ 
. ".:.: ... •' . -. . 

• l. -~ .. 
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(Mr. de Castro, Br..ill.l) 

May I add to these remarks, in which I have tried very briefly.:'-:~9 stress ::O:h::.r 

I.outfi 1 s exceptiol'.al qualities, a few words on one aspect which should, I th5.nk, . b::J ... 

zr.entioned. I worit:.ei> t6 what ext.ent his .heavy task of working for paace in a wO:':'].d 

so divided and so little predisposed to such activity oppres·sed him and t,llus 

contributed to his premature death. .. .. , ·.· . 

I .vwnd0r to ¥Tha.t extent his deat.h ,was contributed t~ ;bye hi~ ~~J..c1-~ticn in ol'ti' 

v:ork hel~e . at .a time when so many dangers -~ and in parti·cnlar, t~at of etomic ·\-tar _ . ..:. · 

V;) i'a h~,_nzi;i.g ever ma..--lltindo 

He v~oulrl not be the f!rst who sacrificed Q.imself 1 who .~ave ,~s life for the 

ca'.lS'3 o:t pence and to save mankind from the terrible dang!'3r that threatens ito li.1 

thiG C~'"l,;:texion, I recall the example of one of the greatest )~len of our time, the 

c::-ai.r:ent President of the United State~s, Franklin Delano Roq~evelt. ·I would recall 

hou 9 in the last yae.rs of thE Har 7 P.:.~e=:J.ident Roosevelt sat ~at. 0~S desk wondering ' \'hat 

to co b3c<:.U.S'3 before him lay reports indicating that the atomic bomb had already been 

p::·oauc&d. His was a heavy decision to take. Should he use the atomic bomb to 

\7in the. .. ":'ar, . l'le \o!ho had . a.:l:-1 his life been tlle .great champion of peace, the great 

:.:~cif~:~rt? the great friend of ail the peopl~s of the world? Was it worth wh:i.le 

-:-:im;.~ .:r-..g the '1-mr, only to lose t~ pea,~? T}lat . tei rib::J.e d9ubt weighed heavily on 
:. '~ · .. - .. - . ' - . '· . ~ ' ' .. . -

t;he P:-esident.; .. .t_her~ , c;:ame a .ot~oment -- we know ~his fram . hi$ secretary .;.l_ wh3n 110 
said: 111 huve o. terrible headache"• A minute ·later he --:was dead. · 

w~s net that headache t.he headache of the whole world over the fear of · iunle~s"Bi~.:i; 
ato:'!li,c te:..-ror on the world.? 

... ·. i ::··:· .. ·· 

l''d no "':. l") :ces ident :Roosevolt die of a· new sickness? Did not the atomic b"c~), · ·· 

bd'ore explo1ing on earth, snuffing o~t the light for living beings and sending the:.1:1 

to e:.tcrr,ity, expl~de in t _he h~Jad _of the great President Roosevelt, who was thus t~0 

f i!' :> t. I!lartyr, tha first se:crifice to the appalling ·terror of atomic bombs? 

and I bcl:!.eve others since Roosevelt have suffered, and had their lives: shorton~d 

by "t!-1\3 c,:..mc anguish., 

Or:l!:'.:- Loutfi' s ta.sk was not as he~vy as _President Roo$evelt 1 s but be was in7olv.Jd 

;'_n th9 ~~E) dra.m'3., the tragedy of our time. So I -wonder whether, since he was ~ 

v 0:c:r r-J?-~iti'7a and conscientious man, he was not so anguished. 7- B!.ld you !mow tho:~ 

c..~guich ca."'l C.J.UCe a heart n>.tack - as to die of it .• . I wonder whether he was not 

a m~~tyr to tha difficulties of our time, to the terrible conflict between peace and 
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(Mr. de Castro, Brazil) 

I am thercefore in complete -~ement with those who have here expressed their 

feelings and the ,thought that _the greatest tribute we could pay to one who was here 

among us, and . who fought valiantly f.' or · _peace and gave his -own life ·in the cause of 

peace, might not perhaps be to t~e steps to ensure that mankind is freed from this 

terrible atomic threat. To that end we must endeavour to overoome difficulties 

and to realize that there is something more trag:Lc than: all human ambitions, dissensions 

and divisions, namely, equality in the face of death. Yet we trifle with it, albeit 

a little uneasily -- which does not make us any the more reasonable. For the 

reasonable thing is to eliminate. the danger, _which is: perfectly possible if we wish 

with all rur hearts to reach agreen).ent. 

I thi_nk the greatest tribute -we can pay Ornar Loutfi is to take as soon as possible 

at least the first s:tep on the road to peace, that is to say, to stop nuclear tests, 

which might lead to mutual understanding betwee~ the peoples and finally make a world 

free from the terror of mass destruction and the annihilation of all mankind. 

Mr. -RAE (C~nada): General Burns and all the members of the delegation of 

Canada wish to share in the expressions of symj>£Lthy and condolence on the passing 6£ 

our friend and colleague, Dr. Omar Loutfi. Dr. Loutfi was a distinguished public 

servant of his country over a long period, as he was later a distinguished pUblic 

servant of the international community. The essential purpose and the daily work 

of this Confen.nce on disarmament were close to his heart and to his mind. His 

contri~tion as the Secretary-General's Special Representative and our memory of his 

personal and human quali:.ies will remain with us and will sustain us in the tasks 

ahead. On behalf of the delegation of Canada, may I extend our deepest sympathy 

and the expression of our sense of loss _to his family, to you, Sir, to his Government 

and his ccuntry, and to the Secretary~~z-al and all of those in the family of the 

United Nations with whom he wa~ so closely associated. 

Mr, ClffiiSTO!J (Bu+gal;'ia) (translation from French): The news of the sudden 

death ()f Mr. Omar Lqutfi has deeply moved tbe -Bulgarian delegation,- and tny colleagues 

and I are all profoundly grieved at the passing of . a 'man ~-,:rho devoted much of ·his 

brilliant activity to our ;connnon task, ·_,disarmament. 
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(Mr. Christov. Bulgaria) 

We who knew him as representative of his coWltry, the United Arab Repub,lic, to 

the United.Nations, and later as a great servant of that world organizatiori., always 

appreciatE;:d the ·great value of the tenacious and intelligent work he did. 

The.Bulgarian delegation extends its most sincere condolences to the 

Secretary-General of the Un~ted Nations, to you Mr. Chairman, and to the Government 

and delegation of the United Arab Republic. 

Mr. C.AV.ALLEI'TI (Italy) (translation from French)~ Omar Loutfi has been 

honoured 'li~f'e by other delegations in very lofty and noble words that were truly 

worthy of him, of his life and his work in the United Nations. I only wish to say 

that those testimonies are in full accord with the feelings of the Italian delegation 

and with my own personal feelings. 

The Italian delegation associates itself with other delegations in expressing its 
'~_;i•.}'J 

deepest and most sincere condolences to you, Mr. Ch'lirman, as represen~at~-ye of the 

United Arab Republic, to the United Nations Secreta-iat and to Omar I.outtfl'~ family. 
- . . ·~·' . ·: .: . 

God rest his soul, and may his example and his devotion to the cause of peace 

hearten us all here for the fulfilment of our task. 

Mrs. MYRDAL (Sweden): On behalf of the Swedish delegation I want to associate 

myse],f with thestatements made by other representatives here in paying tribute to the 

memory of Omar Loutfi. 

His passing has been a deep shock to all of us, even to those in our group who 

had less opportunity to know him during long years and on as personal terms s,s some 

of ttf£il·!previous speakers. But we will all mourn him for a long time to come. I 

believe that, as somE;J other speakers h~ve also said, the best ws.y to honour hiLl and 

the great Org~zation he served is to stPive relentlessly for the great cause we had 

in common with him -- the cause of disarmament. 

Li.j Mika el IMRU (Ethiopia) ~ On behalf of the Ethiopian delegation I should 

like to express our deep ·sadness at the passing aws.y· of Mr. Omar Loutfi, a man who 

served the real cause of peace.· At this moment we should like to convey through you, 

Mr. Chairman, our heartfelt condolences and sympathy to the Secretary-General of 

the United Nations, to the family of Hr. I.Dutfi and to the Government of the United 

Arab Republic. 
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U IvlAUNG MAUNG GYI (Burma): My delegation would like to join with all other 
. ·• 

delegations in saying that the news of the untimely death of 1-'Ir. Omar Loutfi was a 

shock to all who bB.d the privilege , 6f knowing him and working with him. He had 

those likeable human traits of kindness and understanding in his association with us 

which leave us with a .deep sense of personal sorrow. 

Mr. <:mar Loutfi did not live to see the fruits of our labours here, and all of us 

should realize in our sorrow that we too, like him, must same day meet our day of 

reckoning, and that the greatest service ve can pay to his memory is to spare no 

effort in our vork here, so that in years to come we can look back with a personal 

sense of satisfaction and pride because we have contributed somethillg:· to Ou.r casse here. 

The delegation of Burma wishes to extend its profound condolences to the Secretariat 

of the United Nations, to the delegation of the United Arab Republic and to all 

Mr. Loutfi's immediate relatives in their sad loss. 

The CHAIRMAN {United Arab Republic): On behalf of the delegation of the 

United Arab Republic, as well as the family of the late Onar Loutfi, I wish to thank 

all representatives who have been kind enough t .o express their grief and sorrow on 

the occasion of the untimely and regretted death of Omar Loutfi. Their condolences 

and those of their Governments will be transmitted to Omar Loutfi's family. 

Many of us at this Conference knew Omar Loutfi personally: for that reason our 

sense of shoc1c and grief is all the more acute at this bereavement. To know Cinar 

Lo~fi was to like him and to appreciate his many genuine qualities. He was a kind, . 

modest, affable and chrrming person. He was a tolerant, cultured. and accomplished 

jurist, and a wise, experienced and astute diplomat. Above all, he was truly a 

United Nations man for he had the rare gift of combining a real sense of patriotism 

with a genuine belief in .and feeling for the United Nations order, with a respect for 

its spirit of cosmopolitan~sm and universality and with faith in the future of our 

world Organization. 

It was that innate and sustained dedication to peace, law and order, and that 

respect for and faith in international order that made of Omar Loutfi a United Nations 

figure, one of the dedicated advocates of disarmament -- a subject which was very close 

to his heart and thoughts ~hroughout his long assocjation with the United Nations. 
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He came to the United Natio:u first n2: a legal ~dviser to his country's mission. 

He then took U.e hdlm as Permanent. Representative, a J>CISition which he occupied and 

discharged during some of the dark~~t hct:r.:> of international relations of this last 

decade. His modere.tion, wif::dom and dedica·cion to the settlement of international 

disr.~r~es through peace ?.nd justice ,,·on hj..:il the esteem and friendship of all. As 

Under Secretary for Spe:cial Polit:1.c~ll Aff2~.ra of ·Ghc United Nations he knew how to 

win and keep e\"el'yb.:JCiy's confiC.;;nc3 anC. f:cbndship. 

We in tha United Arab Repnbl:.c are gri(JV9d and saddened by our untimely loss. 

lle ars proud of' tho R~ory of thit son ,.k.o a."::ll;r s::ei'7ed his country and the international 

community in which he bal5.evecl so r:.•1ch. I ;.;ill trau::;ro.it t.o my Government and to 

Mr. Loutfi' s family the ldnd expreselolll; of c:rmpa.thy extanded by representatives here. 

As Chairman, I feol certain ·~h:J.t i'.:. wonlc! be ;.-~ correct interpretation of the 

Committee's \orlsheo if I l~e:."C '::; ::::::~ .:;,n its be.half ·~o the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations, to the Government of th:1 United Arab Republic and to the family of 

Omar Loutfi the text of 1:.he reJTiarks :nade r:t ':.oday' s treating in tribute to the memory 

of Or.la:- Loutfi. 

The Coni'~z:snce C:.eci;ded to_J.f:!!l~e_to~_o/...JID:l.D.j SBe: 

HT!:le Conf'eren...-e of the Elghtee:1.-Nation Committee on Disannament today 

held its one h~~dred and thi~y-foD.~h plenary meeting in the Palais des 

Nations, Gensva, 1.'C:~lfO',r th€\ c.hn:b:-mansh:!p of Mr. Hassan, representative cf the 

United A.rab Republic. 

"The Ccnforenc~ raid tribute to the memory of the late Omar Loutfi, 

Special Represencat5 .. ve of the Sec::.:-e·~ary-General of the United Nations to 

the Co~erence. 

"S~atements ";:ere mada by the De:;;:r,,_·;.;y S~eci::L.. Representative of the 

Secret.ary-Gs:1erel and 'by t.he represen::.dives of the United States, the Soviet 

Union, Mex:tco, Poland, Rcmania, Indi.a, C:::ochosJ.ovakia, the United Kingdom, 

Nigeria, Brazil, C~J.n.ad::~., Bul(;:-.:: ::..a. ~ :c~,.,::: .. ;:;·, f :\>r:-Jc"0n, Et.!lj.opia, Burma and the 

United A.rab Republic. 
11'lh3 nc:~ mectwg of the Conference will be held on Wednesday, 22 May 

1963, at 10 30 a.m." 


