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(I tem 23 (n) of the Provisiono,l Agenda of t he Third Regul ar Session) 

SUMMJJ\Y OF INFORMATION TRJ;NSMITTED BY 

. THE GOVERNMENT OF :NEW ZEALAND l) 

On 23 August 1948 the United Nati ons Secretariat 
received ir.i'ormo.tion transni tted by the Hew Zealand 
Gover~~ont under Article 73 e cf the Ctarter in respect 
of tte Coo':-:: Islc.ncls. 

A surr;r1c.ry of t he i~.i' ormati on follows. It is 
class ified under the mc,ir. headings which are cont-::::.ined in 
the Stendard Form fer the guidance of Members in the 
pr epar ation of the i~.i'ornatton . Unless otherwise stated 
the i~.i'onnation r elates t o tho year 1 April 1947 -
31 Mnr ch 1948. · ' · ., .. · 

l ) Thi s sur.nne.ry is also being l aid·bofore the Special 
Co~~ittoe on Information transmitted under Article 73 e 
of the Ch2.rter. 
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• General Inf')rmntion- (Optional ·Gateg+)ry) 

··A~ •C, · Q.<-2:?Err~.J2b..YJ.. his torz._and pe<Jple 

The Cook Gr<Jup (excluding Niue) c;mprises 15 islands 
0f approxim?.tely, lUO squnre :miles scattered···ov.er· ab<Jut 
85o,ooo square miles of ocean from 9o to 230 south latitude 
:md from ·156::1 t<J 167·;· ·west longitude. The islands fall 
into two natural divisions, the Souths;rn Group, whore most 
of the populatian is concentrated, and the Northern Group. 
The climate is Qilj and equable. Rarotanga is the 
administrative seat. In March 1948, the population was 
estimated at 14~456 (14,145 indigenous persons and 
311 Europe ems) • 

Other details on the geography, history and peaple 
of the Cook Islands were given in the information trnnscitted, 
but nre no"... summarised. 

The inauE,ural session of the Legislative Cou~cil, 
ostablis~ed under provisions af the Cook Islands Amendment 
Act~ 1.S·::-6, 1tl3s he-ld from 5 to 25 November 1947. The session 
marked ~2 important st~ge in the p0litical progress of the 
inhR b~. ·;,;r:'-1 ... t? . . 

I~foroation on civil rights protected by lnw has not 
been fLl.Elished. 

II. Social Condit~o£2 

·A. §_:-:ci_~~-~_,'Jroblems 0f r8.ce and cultural relations 

I~one reported. 

WJZO earners are engaged in the Ad~inistrative 
Depa~tmE~ts, in plantation work and in the handling of fruit 
fo:p \'XJ'G: t. Bo.sic wage rates for labour~rs rnncc; fram 
7s~lJ to 9s. daily up to 18s. daily for more responsible 
wJrk. WCJ.ge standards are fixed for such types of work. 

=hP- Cook Islands Industrial Union Regulations, 1947, 
govo::-n emrlr);;,rment relations. The newly-established "Industrial 
UnLn ~r 1.'iorkc:-s 11 embraces nll classes of workers and is 
affiliatol ~i:h the New Zealand Federation of Labour. 
Memhershin is v1luntary. There is also an organizati0n 
:i\:i.1o·,r:: '.\:, ~h(~ '':Jaterside Workers 1 Association". Pr0v:i_sion is 
made ~~ t~e ub0ve regulati0ns for the settlement 0f 

$3. 22 (U ~ S. ) 
16s. (sterlil'F;). 
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lndu::ocrial disputes by conciliation Dr , failing V)lunt9.ry 
settle~ent, by decision of an Industrial Relations Officer. 
A~p?o.l is made t o an In~ust~ial Magist~nte appainted by.the 
M1n1stor 0f Island Terr1tor1es. Dur1ng 1947 there wqs a 
waterfrant dispute involving the new union and other 
orgl.niz?.tions clCtuated by sectional interests. ·while the 
dispute renains uns ettled, waterfrontw~nk ha·s proceeded wi thcmt 
interference. . · · 

The foll owing labour legislation hai been enacte~ 
during the year: 

Industri~l Uniona Regulations, 1947 
Trade Dispute Intimidation Regulations, 1948 

The British Phosphate Commission recruits labourers 
for work in the Society Islands~ ·on 31 March 1948, 352 · 
Cook Islnnders were employed there. Contracts are individual 
and on an annual basi s. There is no movement 0f migr·: t ') r7 
l abour into the Gr oup, although s ome mi grati 1n occurs frJm 
the l ess fertile isl ands of the Northern Group t o islands ~f 
the Sou~hern Group. 

C. fub~ic he::.lth and sanitntion 

Health· service objectives are imple~ented by r. system 
af village sanitary inspection and group medical examinati Jn , 
combined with modern tre atment of disease in hospitals and 
~the~ medicril facilities. Filariasis and tuberculosi s provide 
the· ma in heal th problems. 

Health services include 2 Eur opean medical 1ffic ers, 
7 medical practitioners (Nntiv~), and 6 mosquito inspectors. · 
H)spit:::l and san:1t orium .staff include 5 Eur')pean matrons nnd 
sisters and a number .of tr.::J.ined N2tive nurses. 

Public health expenditure for the year ended 31 March 
1948 t 1talied £. 29,398. 

Ther e is .a gener al hospital and tuberculosis 
sanatorium in Rar ot Jnga, and dispensaries in the outer islands 
with ac conmodati on for a few patients. All Indigenous 
inhnbi t::mts receive fre e r:wdicnl o.nd surgic:1.l treatment . 
Training fo.cili ties f or medical prnc ti ti oners are ·anailable 
nt the Central Medical School~ Suva, nnd f Jr nurses at 
Rarotonga, 

The f0llOwing summary of vital statistics f or th~ 
year ended 31 March 194-8 must be regarded· as appr 'JXimate :mly~ 

. a) Nurrrber of deaths 440 
Rate per 1,000 population Not given 

b) Nurnber .of births 635 
Rate per .i,ooo population Not given 

c) Number of deaths under 1 year 171 
Infant mortality rate per 

1,000 live births 269.29 
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·d) Disea$es causing high horbi.di ty (nunber C)f cases n:Qt 
given) 

Tuberculosis 
VJh·DC)ping C C)Ugh 
Filariasis 

e) Diseases causing high mortality (figures.available 
fran 3 islands Jnly~ De"ths are C)ften recorded 
wi th0ut any cause being attached). · 

Number· C)f deaths . 
zear epded 31 March·l94B 

. Death rate 
~100,000 p0pulation 

Pulmonary Tubercul0sis 
Pneu1210nia 

49 
26 
25 

Not given 
II II 

Whaoping c ·Jugh 1 I II 

As regards nutrition, food supplies yore adequate. 

E. Welfare and relief 

A child welfare organization, covering all phases of 
maternity and child welfare w1rk, 0perates in t)e three most 
populous islands. ReGular clinics were held and lectures 
given t'J Child Welfare- Corru:1i ttees in each village. 

F.-G. Crime statistics ~md description C)f 12enal adminis tra ti·0n_ 

Inf.:;rpati::m tro.nsmitted but not ·sur.rrnarized. 

III. Educo.tioriai Conch ti0~§. 

The iri'n:10dinte 'Jbjectivra, t0 ensure literacy, is 
practically achieved. The broader objective, to widen the 
scope of educatiC)n, is made difficult because of the 
scattered and isolated position of tho Islands and the 
smallness of the p0pulation. 

·The Educntion staff consists of 13 of European 
arigin and 133 of Indiqenous arigin. 

Educati0n ex~enditure for tho year ended 31 March 1948 
totalled £ 25 2644, Subsidies and grants fro~ New Zealand 
included £ 716 for milk in schools and £ 1,357 for 
scholarships. Subsidies are paid tJ the L0nd0n Mis$i0nary 
S0ciety to assist education in the Norther Gr0up. 

Informat10n on school buildings, curriculuo and 
languages of instru~tion was trnnsmitted but is not 
sumrwrized •. 

Opportuni~ies for secondary and higher education are 
available in New Zealand. Eleven scholarship students and 
2 teachers are currently enrolled in New Zealand schools. 

There are 11 Administration schools, and 13 missionary 
schools, having a toto.l enrolr:1ent of 3, 700 in 1947. There; 
are n'J second2ry schools at present. Teacher training is 
availabl~ in Rnrotongo. and in New Zealo.nd. 
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Information· on other educntional subjects was 
transmitted but is not su:or.1arized •. 

F.or infornntion on developLJ.ent prograomes see 
Section IV,l. 

IV. Econ')pic C·"Jndi tions 

A.-C. Natural resources and production 

Agricultural crops, principally fruits, .vegetables 
and copra, are the Qain resources. Pearl shell and handicrafts 
are produced. Tiober resources are limited and fishing is 
confined to do~estic needs only. There nre no secondary 
industries of any consequence. 

Principal crops include copra, citrus fruits, tomatoes, 
arrowroot ·and pineapples, produced 'J.ainly for export, and 
Native foods. 

There is no organized livestock breedlng. A few cows, 
goats and horses are kept.for do:oestic use. Conservation 
practices are carried nut in respect to export crops. 

Most of the land is held by the Indigenous 
inhabitants as "custonnry land" and passes fror1 one generation 
to the next according to custoo nnd usage. Alienation of 
customary land is proh~bited by law. 

Oranges and copra are purchased nt prices fixed·by · 
the New Zerlland Government for export. Tona toes are· purch9..sed 
by trading fir:os for sale in Ne~ Zealand. · 

. Apart from pear~ shell fishing and handicraft production 
the only industries consist of an orange juice factory and ~ · 
clothing and footwear factory. 

E. . Comrmnica_tions and tr::mspo'rt 

Type of com~unicntions 

sen 

Air 

Roads 

Telegraphs 

Telephone 

Radio· 

Extent .. 

Regular shipping service 
with New Zealand 
Two ships provide inter­
islo.nd service. 
Regular ser~ice to Sarno~, 
Fiji and Nm.,r Zoaland. 

Mileage not given 

Service available in all 
islC\nds. 

Service in Rarotonga 

1 main station 
11 sub-stations 
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Governnent revenue :t~'ld expenditure totalled· £ 78,733 
and £ 147,106 respectively for the year ended 31 March 1948 , 
Subsidies nnd E; ::::'n:wtq fr ryo New Zealand totalled £ 70,991, 
resulting in a fin~l sarplus of £ 2,658. Principal iteos of 
revenue are receipts f:roo stmo;p sales, customs import duties 
e.nd inc one tax. 

G. ·Bankin~ ~nd~redit 

There ere no banking fncilities. 

H. Intern\ ti·'JJ:12-'- .. T_:r...:J.£1.2 

In 1947, i~por~ s ~n~ cxpc:r t : wore valued at£ 253,243 
and£. 158,525 respectively. The ~1lk of the trade was with 
New Zeal ..,nd Po,-, ·lr-"·1 ·'f,·· " ')1··: -·""'-· ,.. ·e~ -:c·-~ct. .,....,c "'""'"'e. 7 0·~d'"' ..,nd '-' , _ .. A . ,_. u -•~ ,) ~. '--lJ.i ..L,:> .J. _,_;,0 C.l•".L : - .1.\:;;\.. b J _..> u-.. 

apparel 14. 3~ of inpo-r :.:;s . P:r:;..ncipr,1 exports? by q·u.an ti ty and 
value, were: citrus f_·'uit 1 5·6,973 cases, vnlusd·3:: £ 48,51~- ; 
copra 793 tons, valued &s £ 3;,727; tomatoes, 22~048 boxes, 
valued at £· 2150+9; a::::d !;nn·.,icrnfts 1 pearl shell 8nd manufactured 
goods, £ 4o, 01·7. 

For custoD IJ"J.rposes the· ,:;_roup is coYlsiderec' part of 
New ZenlDnd. 

PL:ms o.::."'-:; be .Ln[:', '-~dde to estnblish c. tee1.cher .trainine; 
and sec ·Jndnry sc'b..ool h1 .Rnrotone;n. Constructi"Jn of new 
buildings nnd ins:o.llation 'Jf equipment are planned for the 
Rnroton~a radio statio1~. Work hqs begun on an electric power 
ins_tnlla ti ·>n in R::t2oto:!sa ., 

A.-c. 
Niue Is=_·:x·. ~-· ~~· : .·· ~~'- (·"':ot ,;:-tho T."ng,, IsJnnds .'\ ·:·. 

190south lntitudc.; .J 'f: 1.:) '>- :..,:;; ·v.r,;st l .. ;J;_::;;itu~JG, It bas an e.rea 
of 100 squnre nile:.; ':' ~ .~ r ~~-'1.:.1 .-:tion ·J: 4 ?3}.3 inho.bi tar:ts 
(4, 289 Indigenou s :~r.~ .. :;.::.L ;~ r, r~t:-:: :-::,td 29 l·~'J.ropec-,ns). 

Other detni1s ~n the ~eography, history and peopl~ were 
:;'iven in th·:: inf :>·'''1:;ti.·.ln t.:-:ms:Jitt3d) but is not sl:;.l::i:J.arized. 

D. Govcrnuont 

/' .'-.. ")r· 
~ ' Jr._./ 

The isl .".nde:rs enj )y' f·:,ll civil rights, and there is 
no discrit1ina tiD::-. of ; ''.c c or creed. 



· II. Social C1nditions - - -

A/572 
page 7 

A. Labour and er:mloyment conditions 

The Adninistration is the principal er;1ployer 0f labour. 
Work for wa~es consists chiefly in the. dischargin~ and 
loading .of ships. Wage rates are high·. - - · -·-·· ····'·-· ···· -

- - Th~ Cook Islands Industrial Unions Regulations 
provides for registration of unions srid tb~ settlement of 
disputes. There are no unions and no disputes were 
recorded during the year. · - --- ···· ·: --• - - ·· · 

The foll owing labour legislation, enacted -during 
the year, is applicable to.Niue Island: · . 

Cook Islands Industrial Unions .Regulations, 1947 
Cook Islands Trad:e Dispute Intimidation Regul ations 

. 1948 

. There is no migratory labour. A nunber of Niuenns 
_travel to Nc;w Zenland nnnually to seek enployaent or to 
learn trades. 

B. fublic health and sanitation ,; .' .. 
During the past year the health ot the people has not 

been good. Filariasis and ya'trs are the nain health 
proble1:1s. An epidemic of whooping cough in NoverJber 1947 
resulted in.the death of 58 children. 

' f 
There is 1 hospital with 10 beds and a di~ensary. 

The public health staff includes 1 Niuean oedical 
practitioner, 1 matron (European), 6 nurses (l _European) 
2 dentists (Niuean) and 3 technical assistants (Niuean). 
iVIedico.l and dentnl treatnent is provided free of chnrge 
to Niueans. The following sunoary of vital statistics 
must be regarded as incomplete: 

a) Number of deaths 110 
Rate per 1,000 population 25.43 

b) Number of births 166 
Rat~ per 1,000 population 38.37 

c) Nuober of deaths under 1 year Not e;iven 
Infant mortality rate per 

1,000 live births 253 

d) Diseases causing high morbidity 

Yaws 
· whoo;_)ing cough 
Mumps 
Pnennonia 
Influenza 
Filariasis 

Ntisber of ce.ses 
in 12t7 

1,218 
6o6 
575 
427 
197 
132 

e) Diseases causing high mortality 

Data, other than for whooping cough, not furnished~ 
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c. Housing conditions and.progranme~ 

The h::msing prograrmie includes the building of 
several residen~e s. · 

D. Welfare and relief . -· 
A nobile child welfare clinic, now under c onstruction . 

will be used t o exaoine children in the villages and treat 
oinor nilnents. 

E.-G. Crine statistics nnd description of penal ndministra-
tion · 

InfornatiJn, other than that r elating to the police 
esta1Jlish.t-:1ent, has not been furnished. 

H. Infornntion on developoent prograrnnes 

Seo section IV, I •. . · 

III. Educ a tional Conditions 

Tho objective 0f .e duco.tion is .to raise intellectual 
and cultural standards and to select and ·train the most 
prooising children for ultinate participation in the 
nana~enent of their own affairs, 

Education expenditure, other than f or school buildings 
~nd equipnent (£ 2,750) ( 1) has not been furnished. 

In 1947 school ~nr o lrnent totalled 1,107. 

Scholarships are available for secondary and higher 
educ ation in New Ze aland and at the Central Hedical School, 
Suva, Fiji. Training for nursing is available at Apia 
(Sanaa) hospito.l. 

Infor~ation on other ~ducationnl .subjects was 
trcmsnitted but is not sunL.r:Jnrized, 

For inforna ti on on developoent prog rannes, soe 
s8ction IV,I. 

IV. ·~can&.r~ic_Condi ti91l!l 

A.-C. Naturnl resourc es and production 

ARricultur~l crop s are the principal resources of the 
Island. The f or es ts ~ rovidd a limited supply of timber 
nnd :J.o.torial f or handicr !:'l fts. Pigs and f owls are kept, 
nnd there is sone fishing . 

Principal crops are copra and Indigenous foods. 

(1) N:J te by the Secret')riat: £. N.Z. - $3.22 (U.S.) 
- l6s. (sterlinf, ) 
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Land is v.ested in the Crown, subj . .:.:c t to title rights 
held by custon and usage. Alienation of Native land is 
prohibited, 

Copra is purchased by the trading stores on the 
Island at prices fixed by the AdrJ.inistration. 

E.· £oE~upicatio~Qd_trnnspor~ 

Type of conaunication Extent 

Sea 15 shipping calls during 1947 

Main roads 70 miles 

Min.Jr roads 24 miles 

Telegraphs R2dio-telegraph facilities 

Telephone Single-line system · 

Radio 1 station 

p; Public finance 

Es tina ted revenue ::md expenditure for the year 
1948-49 is £ 23,264 and £ 66,175 respectively, oaking a 
deficit of £ 42,911 to be provided by Government subsidy. 

Revenue is derived princ ip·ally from post office, 
radio; court fees and fines and export taxes. 

G. Banking and Credit 

There are no banking facilities. 

H. l.r1tern2tLmal trade 

.Total value of imports and exports in 1947 was 
£ 58,796 and £ 45,591 respectively. Principal exports 
were copra (695 tons, valued at£ 28,505), and plaited ware 
~15,797). The bulk of the trade was with New Zealand, 

The New Zealand custoos tariff is applicable, and 
thoro is free trade between Niue and New Zealand. 

I. Developoent proerao~es 
0 ' 

The various developr;10nt prograr:mes include i1:1provement 
of roads, landing facilities, deGp well water supply, work­
shops and an airport, 

It is pr 1posed to replace the nission schools with 
4 regional and village sch;ols. 




