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Introdn.ctor:r Note 

'l'he peoples of all Non- Self-Governing Territorles, with few excep­

tions, depend for their livelihood almost exclusively on agriculture . 

It is evident that goverrro,mts havE: recognized the importa::i.ce of 

developing a.gr5.cultural resources . 'l'he folJowing passage ta.ken from 

the plan for agricultural development in the ifon-Self-Governing Terri­

tories of France is typical: 

11Agriculture constitutes the prj_ncipal activity of over­
seas tcrrito:i.·ies. Its ·prime importance will not be reduced 
to -any great extent by the development of othr;r types of pro­
duction. The prosperity of practically the entire population 
will continue to depend on income derived from agriculture .. 
On this prosperity .. ri.11 depend, in turn, public ancl. priv~.te 
assets which will make possible the op0ration, main~enance 
and improvement of economic 2.nd social activities . 11 ~ 

Furthermore, information on Tunisia reveals that: 

11The development of all culti vable .land is a vitnl prob­
lem for Tunisia . It is necessary not only to supply the 
needs of a rapidly g~cwing population, but also to obtain, 

• through exports o;f agricultural products, those raw materials 
and manufactured goods which cannot be found in Tunisia itself. 11 

½his analysis is also being laid before the Special Committee on 
Info~m~_tion transmitted under Article 73 e of the Chc.rtor . 

• 2First rep6rt of- the 11Commission de Modernization des Territories 
Francais: d 'outre- mer" published by the 11CommissH-riat-G~neral du Plan de 

• Modernisation e~ d 1Equipei:nent 11 in Jahuary i94s. · • 

~3P· 
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In the inform1.tion tra.rism.it,ted ot1 Northern Rhodesia, it is stated thc.t : 

"The economic life of the native depends essentially on 
his agriculturul efforts and the need for extensive agricul­
tural developnent in native a1·eas is now :..1 ecognized. 11 

while the report on the development plan for Saint- Vincent declares that : 

_"The basic aim of agricultural devel opment is to improve 
the standards of living of the people . To achieve t.his a:i.m 
the effoctive utilisation of the land, the chief source of 
wealth, is .a I sine qua non 1 • 111. 

On .the whole , the informe.tion transm:i.ttod dos0:ribes in more or less 

detail, the agricultural resources of the respective territories, briefly 

reviews their present state of development , supplies some statistics on 

area, production, etc . , ind.icat ... s the problems raised by a more intensive 

and more r ational use of these resources a.nd dwell s particularly on plans 

drafted or in the process of prepa!'d.tion for. thoir d.evelopment . 

The chi ef Non-3elf-~overn:i.ng Territories may be divided into four 

_geographical groups , conditions being more or less similar in the ter­

ritories wlthin each group : 

(1) the South East Asia group and some 0£ the islands of the 
Ir.dien 2nd Pacific Oceans whore the people live under 
crowded conditions in intonsivel y developed areas ; 

(2) the Mediterranean Basin group with a medium density of 
population and vast desert expan::rns; 

(3) the group ;:,.round the Caribbenn Sea with a high density 
of population but little land not under cultivation; 

(4) t he tropical and sub- tropical African group characterized 
mainly by a sparse population and immense resources • 
awaiting development . 

With the last group may be classed the_Non-Self - Governing Territories 

situated on the .American continent, Surinam, British Guiana, British 

Honduras and Alaska. 

111A Plan of Development for the Colony of St. Vincent .­
The St. Vincent Development Committee - 1947. 11 
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As may be seen the territoi-i."es of bl~ck Africc. offer the gre9.test 

poss~_bHi ty. of development . 

Attention was recently drawn to the part which Africnn territories 

could play in the solution of the world food crisis . But it is apparent 

from the infox-;:1ation transrui tted t!1at governments should, above all, 

direct their efforts ensuring ·adequate food supplies for the . indigenous 

populations. In this connection, here is another passage like\vise 

tnken from the agricultural devel;pment plan for French overseas territories:· 

11Hillions of fan:ers h:::..ve not yet gone beyond the stage 
of growing food crops. Even so, their food rco_uirements have 
not been completely satisfied • . Mee.ls are generally insuf­
ficient and poorly balanced. Apa.thy towerds work and poor 
he~lth conditions of tha native population aro due to this 
chronic malntitrition. 11 

Practically identical p~ssages may be found in most of the inforna­

tion transmitted, particularly on territories in tropical Africa. 

Ple.ns for Agric~ltu.r.::i.l Developmen~ 

As stated previously, the information gives details of plans adopted 

for a better utilisation of the ngricultur al resources in the territories. 

Agricultural development is directed in the first place towards improving 

the living conditions of the people and .secondly towards making possible 

the wider pc.rticipation of the Non- Self-Governing Territories in the 

economic activities of the world. 

Several problems had to be dealt with in setting up these plans. 

The agricultural dcvelopi:ient plan for Nyas~land, which is in many 

respects tYPical of the plans for other tropical Africa...--i. territories, 

provides an illustration of these problems and of the solutions proposed. 

The pl~n for Nynsaland consists of three p~rts which deal respec­

tively with: 

(1} conservntion of soil, Goil . fertility and natural resources; 

(2) production of ample good food for all; 

(3) incfeased and ~~re economical production of cash crops . 
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As :tor the first problem which is described as urgent o.nd of paramount 

importance, the following measures ti.re co~tetitplated: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

provision of maps and of soil surveys; 

continuation of studies on soil conservation and fertility 
-·within the framework of native economy; 

promulgation of appropriate legislation to facilitate and 
expedite the execution of the plan; 

increase in European staff to supervise execution and to 
give the necessary directions regarding 1uea.surGs to be 
adopted; 

mass education of the natives to acquaint them with the 
value of the natural resources, and the importcnce of 
protecting them against abuse; 

extension of the executive powers of native authorities; 

control of the immigration and of the migration of the 
local population in order to avoid excessive congestion 
in particular areas; 

(8) resettlement of surplus population from congested areas, 
as far as possible . 

As regards the fooGstuffs, . the plan stresses the following problems 

which have to be solved in order to increase the quantity produced : 

(1) extension of the area under cultiv~tion; 

(2) more efficient use and seasonal distribution of labour; 

(3) the use, whe_rever possible, of animal-dravm agricultu-
ral implements; 

(4) introduction and increase of high- yielding crop var ieties; 

(5) campaign against pests aµd diseases; 

(6) improvement of storage conditions; 

(7) stimulate production by facilitating the marketing of produce. 

According to the report, improvement in the quality of produce is con­

tingent upon: 

.(1) encouragement of the cultivation of staple and comple­
mentary food crops, such as sweet potatoes in Cassava 
growing areas, and groundnuts in maize growing are~~; 

(2) continuation of experiments to find crop varieties of 
high nutritive value; 
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(3) .. ir;;.prove;.1Emt in the quality c.f cattle and e1:courai:;emEint 
of the cons1!mption of anirnt1.l products. 

As rcg,"crds crops for expo:..·t., the princi:pal measures t .o-be taken are: 

(1) 

(2) 

0)· 

(5) 

(6) 

fina:acial cncour3.ge:nent ( a gt:.armtce of reason~blc 
p:,:ices for crops would .offer the test incenti7e); 

chca!) transport and distribution fa~ilities; 

devclop~imt and i.lnrroveinont of wa+,er su::,ply to help 
i .i:-1cr-3asc cultivaticn end settlement on new la11d; 

action a.::;ainf:t; c.le$tructive game, which seriously 
haupe:cs the de·1elopn.~mt in certtin areas; 

controJ. of labo\1r :recruitment P.nd iw::ren.sing workers 1 
output by incre~sing responsibility to ~ative chiefs 
in agricultural estat(;;s; 

improvem-8nt in the h0using and f ead.ing • of workers. 

The information on '.l\micia pravidee another -example- of the problems 

raiseJ. by agricultui·al d8velc;pment and the means advocated ·to solve· them: 

11Tunisia, is expandi.'1.g r'tpi::ily in popuJ..ation.,. ari.d t.r...is 
grm-.'ch rai3es a problem for the Government : that of f er;;d-

• ing a further 50 ,ooo p0rsons each year ~ This problem can 
only be solved within the confinos · of the Regency· by the 

.. .improver.tent of cultivation methor.!s and the develc:i:;:ier:.t -of 
new lnnd.. This is the aim of the .farming plun. It con-

• sists- of: 

the .. establishti-.. mt of .se·1f- St1f.ficiency· projects. ba.sed. on 
the chiei' wa.t.er- supply centres; 

- the .s etting :up -c,r··r,ew small- rural centres· -,.;:i_th· malt::.ple-- • 
cro!.) cconom:,r; 

.;. the -r0vitali.sation, of the land· of the · Kairouan plairt 
(40.;000 hcc·ce.res); 

- ~ the rec,3.sting .-of 11::.nd tenure· lc.gislatio..11-- and .. cada.stral 
survey; 

' "The methods to .be used, in ·this--rnxal recrglm.i.sation .aro:-

_-Cl). _le8al :c:;.cthods which · c . .cncern: 

. ( a) ... L~d tenure ; 

-- ·{b.}. associations;·--··- · 

----(c) . credit. 

(2) • a..ct-..:inistrative-met'hcd.s rcsultil~g ·'f•r om ,tbe -en:forccmie:::it of',. 
l~gislative monsures. 
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"Following the above aims and methods, rural reorgani­
sation has achieved appreciable results in the last few 
years both as regards the exploitation of water resources 
as well as arboriculture and cattle breeding. " 

The final result of the application of _these plans is not always ex­

pressed in figures.. The following extract from the French plan 

nevertheless shows the goal that -has been set by the administering power 

in its overseas territories : 

It is expected that by means of irrigation works some 900,000 hectares 

wil l be brought into productive use in Africa. . This total includes 

380,000 hectares in French .West Africa, of which 180, 000 are for the 

Niger River Authority (rice - 75, 000 hectares, irrigated cotton ln.nds 

105, 000) . In Madagascar ~he objective is to bring into production 

280,000 hectares and in French Equatorial Africa 87, 000 hectares . 

Except in the area controlled by the Niger River Authority and the irri­

gation network_in Senegal, most of the self-sufficiency projects will be 

simple ones capabl e of being set up without major expense and without 

any large scale engineering. 

Systematically carried out, these works will gradually change the 

agricultural aspects of the countries by encouraging the spontaneous 

regrouping of the people into these self- sufficiency areas and will 

permit of stable settl~ment v~th high output, protected to an extent 

f r om climatic hazards and erosion. These works will make it possible 

for other areas to s12ecialize in the valuable cultivation of produce 

for export. 

The execution of this plan requires additional manpower. The follow­

ing is the estimated increase : 

Additional mti:npower 
in 1951 

Technical staff (not including 
those in agricultural services 
and agronomical research) . . .. .. . . 

Skilled labour (factory foremen, 
mechanics, tractor drivers) .. . . .• 

Unskilled labour . ... . -. . . .... . -.. . • 

2, 290 

7, 400 

260, 000 

Additional !!lA.nnower 
in 1956 -

2 , 930 

19,200 

590,000 
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Without entering i::1to the problem of the ge.ncrai labour supply, it 

appears from the information trunsmitteri t'.'l.at the .rpcruitmont of techni­

cal staff is one of the obstacles to a rapid realisation of the plans 

for asricultur~l development. -This point is dealt with in further de­

tail under the hcactine 11Agricultural Se!'.vices11 • 

Goil Conservation 

A.".'long the problems emphasised in the information tr['.nsmitted is tha.t 

of soil erosion and l oss of soil fertility. The information on Nyasaland 

described it as the great1:-st. physical di;i.,."1ger for mankind. That it is 

widespread is illustrated b;v th0 fc_llowing passages taken from the infor...; 

mation transnitted on Cyprus , Tunisia, Puorto Rico and Saint Vincent : 

Cyprus : 11With the extension of cultivat;ton a new wave of erosion 
developed and reached proprtions of trhich the people are 
not clearly aware . Soil erosi on i s extremely serious 
and widespread, and threatens the agricultural economy 
of the island. 11 

Tunisia: 11The soil in Tunisia suffers from erosion by water and 
wind. This has reached p~rticularly serious proportions 
d:0.ring the past yee.r. 11 

Puerto Rico: . 11Damnge to the soil had been very extens,tve. It is 
estimated that over 25% of the upper layer of ·the soil 
h2.s be,,m swept away ••11 

St. Vincent : "The most important agricultural problem is that of 
soil erosion caused by torrents. 11 

Step::; hnve be<Jn taken by the administrative author ities to deal with 

the problem of erosion. Here are a few cx.,'"!...1;1:ples: 

In TuniGia the recently organized Rural Engineering Department and 

the Department of Forests ho.ve undertaken Vc'.rious experirr.ents during the 

past yc~r, and initial results have.been encouraging. A drcft decree 

organizing soil preservation was drawn up and submitted to the Govern­

ment for approval. 

In the Belgian Con8o the .National In5t_itute for Agrcnomical Study 

in the Congo (INEAC) has been engaged in research work on the subject 

of soil erosion. In 1941+ a ·special anti- erosion board was set up and 

was considerably extended and altered in 1947. Its purpose is the 
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study, t:;.~ial and applic.9.tion not only of pre.ctical activities in the cam­

paign against erosion but more particularly of general principles most 

fitting f or the traditional agricultural ~cthods with close re£ard to 

political, eccnorr~c and social factors. 

In 1946 a Comr.d.ttee on Colonial Soils was established to study the 

problem of erosion in all French overseas territories . The French infor­

mation adds that a Conference on A:'rican Soils, bringing together experts 

of countries interested in African affairs, will be held in Leopoldville 

in September 1948. 

Land Tenure 

In close relation to the .question of soil conservation is that of land 

tenure . 'rhe informB.tion transmitted indicates that studies have been 

undertaken to arrive at cultivation systems best adapted to the present 

state -of agricultural organization in the territories. 

The information on the Bel[;ian Congo states that: 

11The allotment of land is the only means at present which 
can prevent the natives from damo.t;ing the land by the dis­
astrous methods of cultivation ,~1ich they are in the habit of 
practising. 'This consists of allocating to each native group 
or familJr an area of forest or savannah which, reasonably 
cared for and used in r otation, will provide them with suf­
ficient· returns . 11 

The dcvelopnent plan for st. Vincent states: 

11Exr,erience has taught us that unrestricted freehold is 
not conducive either to agricultural progress or to economic 
returns. Land hunger is so great that speculation in land 
transactions is rife and debt , poor soil mnnagemcnt and low -
returns result. A sound economic land settlement pr.ograrn:::1e 
must be evolved. Land settlement on the basis of lease 
hold tenure, cioes ensurG the preservation of the colony's 
only real asset , the soil, a.nd provides a breathing space 
f or the evolution of more satisfactory agricultural methods . 11 

'I'hGre are more important aspects .to the question of l and tenure th.:i.n 

that of arriving at c_ultivation systems best suited to a[_;ricultural pro­

duction. Without going into details of the important sacial problem 

involved, it is interesting t o ncte that, according to some of the infor-
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The information on Nigeria states that Government policy remains 

basically that expounded by the Governor- General in February 19250 The 

Governor e;::pr.Gssed opposition to the suggestion tha:t companies be 

authorized to acquire large tracts of lands either as private property 

or under long term lease to enable them to establish oil-palm plantatj_ons. 

"Acceptance of the proposal, 11 the Governor said, 11would 
mean the Government· turning its back on a ·cardinal art~cle 
of its policy by selling and leasing areas which do not . 
belong to it to persons who have no claim to them. It is my · 
very earnest hope that the ·1and policy of the Government 
which, in my judgr:ient, is the cornerstone upon which the 
entire edifice of native prosperity depends, will never be 
suffered to be altered or abandoned, no raatter. how strongly 
it may' be urged that such acticn is ·dem~nded in the name of 
economic expodiency~ 11 

Another general statement in rega!'d to the cession of land tonon­

N~tives, contained in the information on Belgian Congo, shows that the 

following principles should be respected in the granting of such concessionst 

(1) . the present efforts and future development o_f Native 
• communities must in• no way be ham.pored; 

(2) the possibilities of recruiting labour must be taken 
into consideration; 

(3) the legitimate interests of existing concerns must 
not be affected; 

(4) the general and perr.ianent interests of the terri­
tory nnist not be jeopardized~ 

Ai:;ricultural :t,1echanizn.tion 

In much_ of the information transmitted the important part played by 

mechanization in agricultural development is stressed., _The French plan 

considers that it will be c.ecessary within the next ten years to equip 

each territory with me di urn farm trt!ctors, ploughs, and other implements 

of this type. It is estimated that such equipment should consist of: 

5,500 tractors 
700 II 
JQQ II 

300 II 

for French West Africa 
11 French Equatorial Africa 
11 the Cameroons 
Jt Madagascar · 



A/58$ 
Page 10 

French West Africa would also need 500 harvester- threshers for ric e 

and a like ntL~ber for groundnuts • . 

F\1rthermor e, it is estimated that the following animal- drawn imple­

ments will be required: J6.,O00 plo~ghs in French West Africa, 30 ,000 

ploughs for Madagascar and over 60, 000 ploughs or carts for all the t'erritoris;. 

-Neverttieless> a note of warning is occasionally sounded. 

In the case of the Belgian Congo, it is poin~ed out, present knowl-

edge of agriculture in equatorial climates is not yet sufficiently precise 

to permit intensive cultivation such as is practised in certain temperate 

regions. Nwnerous unknown factors prevent the application of modern 

methods such as the preparation of'. the soil by mechanised cultivation and 

.the extensive use of chemical fertilizers . Mechanized farming is already 

practised on European cultivations. As for N:1tive agriculture mechanized 

cultivati on of the soil requires further investigation. As part of the 

ten year plan the G~vernment has provided for further experiments before 

adopting mechaniz.~a cultivation in the so- c,3.lled peasant allotinents . 

To this technical limitation caused· by local natural conditions must 

be added another factor which_has slowed down the mechanization of agri­

c1:1lturc provided for in the development plans . This is the diffic;:ulty 

in obtaining the equipment itself due ·to shortage of soine types, to the 

increase in prices and further financial difficulties . 

Agricultural Services 

A further obstacle t o cnrrying out the development plans is the lack 

of qualified agricultural stuff in ,eovernment service . In this connection 

the French plan has this to say: 

11 In_all branches of activity pres-:mt staffs are notoriously 
insufficient . Too small in number to ensure the normal operation 
of services or interprises they _would nc:.tura.lly be unable , unless 
increased, to undertake the propoeed development . This shortage 
applies both to administration and production; there is a need 
everywhere for more engineers with the necessary assistants, and 
foremen. The general m0chanization to be undertaken implies an 
increase in the number of trained staff. 111 . 

lFirst report of the 11Commission de Modernization des Territoires 
Franc,ni.s d •Outre-Mer, 11 
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In Nigeria the Department of Agriculture (excluding the forestry, vet­

erinary and fisheries departments) consists of 17 admin_istrative officials, 

26 senior research officers ~ri.th 93 assistants; 4 senior engineers; 

67 senior field workers, 20 development workers, and 377 assistants; 

2 senior posts for agricultural training, 7 masters, 22 assistants and . 

121studentsunder training; 27 chief inspectors of agri cultural products and 

534 assistants; and 220 junior posts on general cl erical work. This staff, 

which appears large, must nevertheless dea.l 'With agricultural questions in 

a territory with 22 million inhabitants whose economy is almost exclusively 

agricultural. · The Nigerian ten-year dcveJ.opment plan foresees . thn.t the 

recruiting of a fully trained staff will meet 'With some diffi~ulty in the 

early years of its execution. The Government intends to entrust gradu-. . , 

ally to Africans those positions which must in the earl y stages be filled 

by Europeans . This will_ be done as qualified candidates become avail able. 

The training of the native staff depends to a great extent upon the outcome 

of the policy of higher education. 

Forestry 

The importance of forests in many non- self- governing territories is 

due, on the one hand, to their potential commercial value and on the other 

to the influence which they exert on the climatic conditions and soil con­

servation, especially in tropical· regions. 

The extent of f orests in certain African territories, according to 

information transmitted, is given below: 

In the Belgian Congo the wooded area is estimated at l,000, 000 square 

km. (45 to 50 per cent of the territory) , of which 115,000 square km. are 

more or less accessible for exploitation, including the forests being 

worked which may be estiniated ·at 2,000 square km~ In French West l.frica 

the forest area covers 1,700,000 square km. , of which 500,000 square km~ 

are covered by productive forests . 60,000 square krr.. are today classified 

as permanent fo~est reserves . In Morocco the total area of natural forests 

of all types is 39,655 square 1cm. Planted forests occupy 200 square km. , 

approximately. The area exploited is approximately 12,620 square km. 
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A national park of an area of 380 square km. contains _scme forest zones. 

~'-To or three sme.ller i:;arks ere being est~luhed. The Tunisian • forestry 

region consists of 10,160 square km. Productive forests cover 7,200 square 

km. of which 2,850 are reserved. In the Geld Q.2_ast the zone of dense 

f orest has an area of 77, 700 square km. and the wooded savannah,. 157,990 

square km. In the first zone, 15,5/.i.O square km. are reserved, of which 

3,885 sqllarc kn. can be worked and the remainder forms a fcrest cover. 

In th0 savanmlh zone about 2,590 squa.re krn. are reserved. In Nip.~~ the 

f orests have a consider~ble economic value without, however, being a 

source of wealth to the territory. 'I'he p~rmanent or reserved forests hav0 

an area of 63,550 square km~, 0f which 17,250 ~quare krn. are tigh forest 

and. 46,300 square Jan. are wooded ·savannah. The remainder of the t otal 

wooded area, estiv.ated at 373,580 square kru., consists of secondary f orests 

or wooded zones which a:::-e ~inl,r of agricultural v:>.li.:.e. In 1947, the value 
. . 

of e.;q:iorts of forestry prock.cts ari.0untec to t 291,3D. c.nd it is estimated 

that about 10,000 men are emplcyec in.the .log;:;ing industry. The classi­

fied forests cf Kenya cov-er lh,050 squ".l.re km., about 4 per cent of which 

is worked. The wooded nrea of !d..3._~n~la_ amounts to 20,260 square km., of 

which 4,490 have a commerci.2.1 value. 

Th0re arc also irr.portant forests in. .. other territories situated in dif­

ferent regions. Iri 1,articular, inf'orm.:1tion. from Alaska. states that the 

manufacture of paper pulp is an i.m~ortant forest industry there, and that 

fil'.)re than 1,000,000 t ons of. newsprirJ.t, more than one-..fourth of the needs 

of t he United States press, could be·: produced· annually in that -territory 

under proper -management. 

The conservation and _devclor..lli.ent 0!"-fcre-stry resources figure in the 

gener~l development plans ·of the territor;es .• _ .Some -of the problems t-o be 

encountered and which govcrn~~nts arc -trying to solve ·may be illustrated 

by the .. f ol10wing quotations-· from i.n.f.u.nia.ticn en :·French West ··Af:i:=ica....and the 

Belgian Cenco: 
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"French '\'Jest Africa possesses i.1;U1iense forestry resources 
of which 6,000,000 hectares are today classified as permanent 
forestry reserv~s. 'rhe_ forests are thr3atened by the ex­
tension of -cultivation and bush fires . Only continuous 
supervisi.on of the forests is effective against this 
encroac!uaont . Fires can be eliminated only by measures the 
cost of "ihich is excessive. It is therefore necessary to 
limit these to certain preventive measures . 11 

:Bel gian Congo 

11The development of forestry exploitation has been 
handicapped by: 

(1) 

(3) 

( 4) 

the "inconveniency and sometimes tbc insuf­
ficiency of outlets to ports of export; • 

heterogeneous nature of the natural forests 
and tl:e low product ivity o.f conn-r.crcial 
tir:'.be1· per hectare due to _ t he smail number 
o.f such trees; 

t he virulence oi' timber destroying agents 
(1)1lysic rtl, cryptogrunic Q..nd entomological); 

. the d:Lstc.nce of rna.rkcts , with the result­
ant excessive cost of transport . 11 

Livestock 

In view of the loading po.rt played by livestock in agricult,ural econ­

or.1y the ad.ministering authorities nre considering in their ple.r1s , v~rious 

measures for increasing the number and improving the quality. 

The principal r.:roblems are the poverty of the tropical prairies and 

the prevalency of disoc.ses, the mo.st seriqus of which c.re sleeping sic!'.:­

nes3 and c::i.ttle plc.guc . Zootechnic'.ll _experimcnts o.nd veterinary r esearch 

are bein;5 undorta.~cen. 

Eoreovcr, in view of the ratj_onalization of agricultural operations 

by the n.do?ti.on of ani;nal- dra'.fil ir.1.plc.;ments and by the use of manure, 

Governments are t :-;y·.i.nr; to get the system of 1tmixed farming 11 , in which cat­

tle !)lays an intecrc~l pa.rt, more r,cnerally adopt0d. 

Finally, e.s an i mprovement _in their nutrition , the Natives arc being 

encouraged t'o make greater us2 of moat and n:ilk. 

'i'he attnched tn.blc gives the nunber of lives tock ns estima.ted in the 

informe~tion tr~nsmittod togeth,1r with certc.in pr8- war figures . It has , 
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he,wever, been repeated again arici ·again in the information transmitted thcJ.t 

tlle figures sh(.'Uld be t aken as merely approximate estimates., Thus f or ex­

umple, the r erort on Nir,oria states that the mmber of cattle gi Yen_ must 

be 15% under the reality c1nd the numbers for goats and sheep 50% below,, 

Fishery 

The information transn.itted on fisheries shows that hitherto fishery 

resources have been neglected but_ that in certain cases because of their . 

nutritive and commercial value resec?.rch work, with n view t o the develop- -

ment of fisheries is bein;:: actively ce.1Ticd_ out. Some of the information 

regarding fisheries may be SU1Tu'Tlarized as follows : 

The infor mation on French West furic~ estimates that deep sea fishing 

area covers at l east 150, 000 square km. the area of surface fishing being 

considerably greater. At the present time, only certc?.~n waters are the 

object of intensive oper~tion . Otherwise fishing is solely carried on by 

Africans by means of canoes ., Four new vessels and a trawler for research 

will begin work during the course of July 1948. 

In the Bel Gi an Con8o, production increases yearlyc A fishery board 

has been created whose r ole is to improve production, increas e fishery 

resources, study methods of fish preserving and ensure the distribution 

of products 0 

The information on the developncnt of Nigeria states that the 

~2,000,000 inhabit~nts ·of the territory could consume any quontity which 

the fisheries could produce and that at ·the moment this production is well 

below demnnd. Research into fishery development is contemplated as well 

as the encourc.geneht of the Native population to introduce fish into their 

meals as well as impr ovement in preservation methods, etc , A fishery 

school ¼111 be f ounded at La.Gas . _ 

At Sierra Leone, the fishery potentialities are imr.lense and grea~ de­

velop1-:1ent . is possible . Investigations are being carried ou.t there by the 

Institute f or Fishery Research of West Africa. Great Pro£ress has been 

made in spite of the difficulties caused by the war . Annual production is 

estimated at 5, 000 t ons of fish. This represents an average pr oduction of 
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5-1/2 poun<Js of fresh fish per person per year. • Pr eservation methods c.rc 

also being studied with a view t () -their, ·inprovement •1 

In the Seychelles , the fishery area is. estimated at 64,750 square -km~ 

In view of the gre~t development possibi lities investigation is being 

un<!ertakcn t o dctorr:?.i.ne all the potentialities. 

Fi shjng around the Fiji Isles e}..-tends over c:>, great area an:J yields 

f_;'Lsh of good comraercial quality. The fishery resom:ccs investigated on 

t he eve of tha war and a series of legislative measures were e.do;,tod in 

1941 '1iith a view to their development . Research is also' being r.iade t o 

develop frc:sh water fishing. 

In Kenya , the Gcvcrnmrmt has created a fisheries office for L:.1ke Victoria, 

to administer the fj_sh~)ries of the La.kB and to construct a fishery and bio­

l ogical station on Uganc~a. territory with a view to undertaking research in 

t he central African lakcso 

Fishery devclopmont is part of the ~)rogram:r;ies of, the Governments men­

tioned clt the begimri.nri of this sl1.mma1'y, the fir st object of which is to 

i.Llprove the food of the native population. Like mo£1t , fish provides the 

protein elements nbscnt in the present rations . It has the merit of being 

developed from a rnectiu':1 other than the land thus saving additional 

s-::iil exhaustion. 

Stntistics 

Some statistics regar(iing agriculture are given in t he general anal ysis 

of · econoE.ic conditi,;:,ns .. Cert.:>.in reservations a::-e made regardin8 the value 

of these statistics . These refer hcwover only to exports ~ The other agri­

cultural statistics are even far less accurate . The following extracts 

show t he defects cncc-untcred in this field •. 

l A nortion of this infcr:mation is tak0n from 11Report on the Sea_ Fisheries 
of Sierra Leone - 194511

• 
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The followine was publish~q _by the French Government in the Bulletin 

Nenm.1.el de Statistique d!Qutre-Me:i:-~ under the heading 111-\.gricultural Sta­

tistics in Overseas Countries Apart from lforth Afri ca & Indo-China11 • 

11The defects of statisti cs a.re not only due to the im­
mensity cf overseas territories but also to the exiquity of 
the a.dr.tinistrative machine, the difficulty of obtal.n.J...ig -r,ne 
frequent n.nd necessary co- ope_ration of native circles in 
such an eff·.)rt , the variety of methods of cultivation and 
co~1Sumption, the instability- of hmnan groups, corrnnunica.tion 
difficulties, etc. 

"The estimates of cattle in nomad breeding countries 
are inaccurate as a result of the dispersal of the her ds1 
movemont of tribes m1d too small a staff to make the estimates~ 

' 11Tho proparntion of agricultural statistics for most 
products theref•)re depends on the efficiency of the of­
ficials who compile them and the quality of el8rnents on 
which they base their estimates . Indeed stn.tistics regard­
inc; these territories·, in a great measure, are based upon 
essenth.lly subjective observation and have the defect in­
herent in assessments of this ldnd., 

11A world census under thB a.uspices of the FAO is con­
t emplated for 19h9-1950. For the ccnaus in black Africa. 
the method of sm:npling will be adopted. Although not vory 
satisfs:~ctory this system will nevertheless provide the 
first op:Jortunity for making a start in improving the methods . ul 

The i~formation on the developDent of Nigeria states: 

11Aclcquate statistico are essential to efficient ad'ninis­
tration. They become of vital importance in large- scale 
pla"lning of economic development. . • No very prolonged study 
of the Nigerian statistics is required to show that they are 
entirely inadequate for the purposes of development plan­
ning. -.. I n .the present Nigerian statistics there are 
several serious caps , 11 

The followinc paraeraph is taken from the infornn.tion on Northern 

Rhodesia. 

11The submission of statistics by farmers was discontinued 
during the war nnd has not 
for the areas planted with 
consequence not available. 
mates are little □ore than 

yet been revived. Accurate figures 
the principal crops in 1947 are in 
The following approximate esti­

reasoned guesses . 11 

1Bulletin ~fonsuel de Statistic;uc d lOutre.;.Hert publi shed by 11Le 
¥.linist:~::Ciclc-~a France d 10utre-l\ler, " issue of J anuary- februar.y-, 1948• 
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Other informntion· enumern.tes the recison for which a.ccv.rate statis­

tics could not be furnished . In Fr,mch Equatorial Africa, ror instance_, 

these are, • the intensive characte1~ of agriculture, the absence of land 

surveys, the vo.riety of climates, soils, races and methods . In Sarc1.wak 
. . 

they a.re lack of qualified staff, primitive commmications and the dis.., 

porsal of cultivated plots , particuln.rly on· the rnoun~ain slopes. 

In -view of the uorld ,'.lgr:i_cultu~al census which will be made in 19'~9-

1950 und0r the auspices of th0· FAO and :i.n view of the present generally 

unsatisfactory agricultural sto.tistics in many Non-Self-Governing TBr­

ritories , no analytical tablc~s have been drawn up except .one, attached 

hereto , giving merely comparabJ.e .cst:i.mat,es of the number of cattle . ·, 

In 1947 the FAO published a yearbook on ngricultural and food sta-

tistics which contt::.inE:-d. d8t.a on t.i.re .:i.s under cultivation and on 

agriculturc\l production i~ certain Non-Sel.f-Governing Ter~itories in .1946. 



L I V E S T O C K 

Livestock figures for tbe pre-war period were obtoined from tbe Yearbook of Food a!1d Agricultural Statistics published by the 
F . A. O. in 1947. Although appearing in the 11 194011 column, figures· do not r elate, in all ce.ses, to that year. Tho notos e.t the end of 
the table indicate the year, other than 1940, to which some figures relate . 

Columns for the years 11194611 and 11194711 in the table contnin estimates of livestock figures as indic&tcd in the information trans­
mitt8d under Article 73 e of the Charter for these two years respect~vely. In some cases, however, figures for 1946, when not provided 

by the inform~tion, were obtained from t:1e Yeo.rooo}: of the F . A.O. mentioned al:ove. 

The ·sign (-) means 11nil 11 or "not pro•;idcd" . 

13lanks indicate that informa~ion was not rece5.vz:d when thn table v111s csto.blishod. 

Cyprus (UK) 

Gibraltar (UK) 

Morocco (F) 

Tunisia (F) 

·,-·---- -------------·---··----
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lli T 
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(IV) 

! 17: ~ 
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Somaliland (UK ) 

Somaliland (F) 

Kenya (T!K) 

Seychelles (UK) 

Uganda (UK ) 

Zanzibar (UK ) 

Vi". .Africa (F) 

Gl;_,;:bia (UK) 

Gold Coast (UI<) 

Nigeria· (Ul() 

Sie~ra Leone (UK) 

Congo (B) 

Equ. Afri ca (F) 

LIVESTOCK (con. ) 
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N. Rhodesia (UK) 

Nyasaland (UK) 

LIVESTOCK ( con . ) 
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N. Borneo (UK) 

Sarawak (UK) 

Singapore (UK) 

Bahama Is. (Ui<) 

Barbados (UK) 

Guiana· (UK) 

Honduras (UK) 

Curacao (N) 

Dominica. (UK) 

Grenada (UK) 

Jamaica (UK) 

Leeward Is. (UK) 

Puerto Rico (US) 

3:t. Lucia _(mn_ 
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re-war- 1 191.,6 
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St. Vir.c&nt (UK) 

Surinam. ( N) 

Trinidad (UK) 

Virgin Is. (US) 

Samoa. (0S) 

Solqmon I -s.. (Ul~) 

Cook s. (NZ) 

F ... {UK) l. ,lJ. 

Guam (us) 

Gi l bert & Ellice 
Is . (UK) 
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LIVESTOCK ( con. ) 

Tokelau Is . (NZ) 
i I 

Aden (Ul~) 
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