
UNITED NATIONS 

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 

Distr. 
GENERAL 

A/8491 
7 September 1971 
ENGLISH 
ORIGINAL: RUSSIAN 

Twenty~-sixth session 

REQUEST FOR THE INCLUSION OF AN ADDITIONAL ITEH 
IN THB AGENDA or THE THENTY-SIX~'H SESSION 

HORLD DISAR!IIIMEF!T CQ1'TFERENCE 

Letter dated 6 September 1971 from the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics addressed 

to the Secretary~-General 

On the instructions of the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics, I hereby request the inclusion in the agenda of the tlfenty-sixth session 

of the United Nations General Assembly, as an important and urgent item, the 

question of a ':Y.Jorld Disarmament Conference';. In submitting this question to the 

United Nations General Assembly, the Soviet Government is guided by the follmring 

considerations. 

Among the problems which arouse the concern of all the peoples of the world­

and which require the speediest possible solution, the problem of disarmament is 

one of the highest priority. The international situation of the future will to a 

great extent depend upon its solution, which may lead, on the one hand, to a 

lessening of international tensions and a slowinc of the arms race or~ on the other 

hand~ to continuing preparations for war at an ever-increasing pace and an 

increased threat of another world war. 

In recent years a few agreements have been reached which to some extent limit 

the dinensions of the arns race. Such agreerients include: the Hoscot< Treaty 

bannine; nuclear \'lea pons tests in the atnosphere '~ in outer space and under water, 

the 'I'reaty on the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons:_ the Treaty on the principles 

guiding the activities of States in outer space, and the Treaty on the prohibition 

of the emplacement of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction on the 

71-17471 / ... 



A/0491 
F:nplish 
Page ;_: 

sea--bed and ocean floor anc1 the subsoil thereof. Ner;oti"tions currently in 

proc;ress between Ste.tes have led to the co:nsil-:.eration of several other specific 

r1easures aimed at the limitation of the arms race and disar11ament.. Ho1vever~ 

it must be admitted th2.t fundamental proc:ress towards controllinc the dangerous 

practice of stockpilinc e.nd ir1provint; arnanents has yet to be made G 

TI:lis cannot fail to arouse the concern of those -peoples vr>_o 2.re vitally 

interested in the strengthenin3 of peace and international security. The Soviet 

Union fully shares this concGrn. For that reason,_ it has constantly e,nd 

persistently advocated~ in the United T1ations as 1..rell as elsewhere':> a broad 

programr:.e of disarranent 'J even general and co1-rtp~et~ disarmarn_ent. 

Guided by -unfailin[': desire for effective neasures to put an end to the arns 

race:; especially the nuclear arMs race . the Soviet Government has recently 

proposed the callin(! of a conference of the fiVe nuclear POi..rers) 1,rho be2.r special 

responsibility for the r,1aintenance of international security and on ~vhor:1, above 

all) the success of nuclear disarmament de-pends. ':rhe Conference would take 

concrete and practical steps tmrards the solution of this probler.1. 'Ihc Soviet 

Union believes that the conference of nuclear Pm1ers, proviiied of course that all 

nuclear Pm.fers prove willing to work to1-rards an agreement, could be a r.ajor 

success 1n workinr; out a broad spectrun of 1r1easures for nuclear disarmament or 

individual neasures which would Gradually lead to that end. This approach to 

the solution of the problem of nuclear disarma:c~ent is the nost realistic and is 

best ln keeping with the interests of all peoples. 

At the sa:oe tiBe, the course of events on the international scene nakes it 

desirable to encourage nore active efforts on the part of all countries in the 

world, both nuclear and non-nuclear, to solve the proble"1s relating to 

disarnament. 

This [';Oal also, in the opinion of the Soviet Govermoent, could be served by 

the callin:z of a -.:·rorld disarmament conference. The confert;nce could become a 

forun >?here r1ll countries of the world without exception could jointly discuss 

the problens of disarmanent in all their ramifications and atter:1pt to find feasible 

and GEnerally acceptable means of solvinp.: those problems. ln order to be 

successful such a conference Y:'1.USt be truly universal. All countries shoulcl. be 

represented at the world disarmment conference on the basis of eguali ty. Of 

special ir.lportance 1;.rould be the participation in the conference of all States 

vhich possess significant arned forces and arnauents. 
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Tile Soviet Union believes that the world Ctisar:nanent conference could 

consid(:;·r the v..rhole com_plex of problerr.s relating to disarnar1ent ') with rer:;ard to both 

nuclear anc~ conventional arTiaEents. At the sarie tine inasr:1uch as the nuclear 

arr:tanents race arouses the greatest anxiety ar:lOD:S peoples> prinary attention could 

be devoted to the questions of prohibitin(S and elininatin~ nuclec.r 1-rea:pons) if the 

najority of the ~)2.rticipants in the conference s~10uld so desire. 

The Soviet Governr•1ent hopes that the General Assenbly 1<ill ex:oress itself on 

the question of a world disarr.1anent conference f'"nd take sv.ch decisions as would 

facilitate agreenent bebfeen States concerning the call:l.:3g of the conference. 

I 1-1ould ask you 5 r.Jr ~ Secretary~General:; to vie1-r this lett2r as n.n exi>lanatory 

101enorandum, as provided under rule ~0 of the rules of procedure of the General 

Asse;cbly, ancl to circulate it as em official document of the United 'lations 

General As se~_".bly. 

(§_i_gned) A. GROT'YKO 
Minister for Forei,sn ;,_ffairs 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republic3 




