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I. INTNODUCTIOII

1. The General Assembly) at its l939th plenary meeting on 2! Seltemb er l97I,
allocated to the Third conrrnittee agenda item 59 entitled "Assistance in cases oI'
naturaf disaster- .

2- The connittee considered Lhe iter0 at its l888th and tBgoth meetings, on

30 lTovenber and 1 Decenber", / ft had before it a comprehensive report of the
Seeretary-Generaf (E/l+9aL)J on the inplernentation of cene1"al Assenbly resolutions
2435 (xxrrr) and ?'(77 (rxrv) ana of Dara€raDhs 10 and 11 of Economic and social
Council resolution 15U6 (XLIX) on the sa.rre subJect. The report had been

'considered- by the council at its fifty-first session. on the basis of this re|ort
the council had adopted resolution 1612 (LXr) entitled "Assistance in cases of
natural disaster anc other energency situations". which contained proposals and
reconrnendat ions for consideration by the General Assenbl;r.
3. The corurittee afso had before it a draft resolution (A/c.3/L.rBgT) based on
the reconmendations of the Economic and social council and a statenent of the
adrninis trative and financial irnplications of the draft resolution (A/c,3/L.1899).
)+' At the l888th meeting" l{r. l4artin H 1, consultant to the secretary-General,
and the Assistant secretary-General for rnter-A,gency Affails made introductory
statenents on the itern "

IT. DRAFT IESOLLTTIOI.I AI'ID AI{EI{DIIIENTS

5. At the 1B88th neeting, the repl'esentative of Turkey introduced a d.raft
resolution A/C.3/L.!B9I on behalf of Alghanir-la4 tfFlrig, Belgium, Burundi,
Canada, Costa Bica, Cyprus 1 Egypt, Greece,. Guinea. Tndonesia, Iran, Iraq, ftalw,
JaTan, Jordan, Kuvait r Lebanonr Lesotho, the Libyan Arab Republic, l,ladagascar,
l4auritania r ISw Z_gg]g!g, ]tisel. Noriray, p_g!iSlg!, ?e_nana " the -Lepplel:_ l9.os-Iatlg
Republic of Yemen., ?eru, Seneqal, Sneden., the S.r'rl ell_Algb iepublic, luliSt3, l"+pl1,
the ted of Great Britain and lTo]lthern and, the Uniteci Renubfic of
lqq?glrfg, th" 9-4i1gd -Q!a!SS__Sf, ,q.S4_SA and yemen , Subsequentt..,, Irrllll"Ua, the Conso 1

ISItneIE, ISlgiSf, Linlg!{, Janaicg, Kenrra, Lib-eria, ],1a1aysia, Iar:1, _:or.egso_, the
Netherlands " I_t_S_ur11-gg." ltir"er.ia. th-- Fhjli fpines. Sierra leone F:lrfjC, SvaziLand,

frjaggAjlg_l9ba,gS, UCglga and Uruguay becalle co-"sponsors .

fJ Transnitted to the nenbers of the Ceneral A.rqpml,'tw lrr - r.fF ^f +1,-
secreTary-Generar irr-/Brrrd ) 
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6" At the 189oth meetin€! the ?enresentative of France introd.uced amendments on
beharf of Dahomey and France G/c.3/r,.l-906). The a.nendments read as follo9,'s:

.| L)perat j.ve laragral]h 2
Replace 'Under-Secretary-Generaf ' by 'Assistant Secretary-General ' .

"2. Operative laraqraph 3

Replace ran adeouate pernanent office' bv ra small office'.
"3. Operative paragraph I+

Feplace rbe located in

word "systen" befote

by the International

(Geneva or llew York) I ,by

'be located in Genevar . ''

The representati.ve of France subsequently vithdrer^r the second amendment.

T. The representative of rurkey orally revised the 59-power draft resolution
(A/C "3/L.:'B97) as follovs:

(a) In the fifth preambufar' 
. 
raraqraptr , substitute ti27l7* for ,,?rT].',,

(t) rn the twelfth prearabular paragraph, insert the worcl "related' before
the word "agencies"" insert the word rnatura.l" before the word "disasters,':,

(c) In the thirteenth preambular paragraph, substitute the word ,'could" for
the rrord "should" I

(a) In the fifteenth preanbulax Daragraph, insert the
the r,rord "prospective'' ;

(e) In paragraph 1 (c), aaa the voads "in particular
Red Cross'r after the word "organi zations . 

,,

III. VOTI}IG

8' At its 189oth meeting, afte" a pxocedural r)roposar by the representative of
Mo?occo, the co!"rittee decided without objection to close the debate. Tt proceeded
to vote on the draft resorution (A/e .3/1B9T) and. the amendments G/c,3/L.l!'o6)
thcreto as follovs:

(") The first anencroent was rejected bv !1 votes to lo, r^rith 2p abstentions;
(b) The third amendment vas adopted by T2 votes to !, with 12 abstentions;
(c) Paragraph l+ of the draft resolution A/c.3/L"1897, .= amended, was

adopted by 83 votes to 5, with no abstentions.
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(d) At the request of the representative of chana, a separate vote llas taken

on the words "and other disaster situations" in the title of the draft resolution.
The words vere retained by 62 votes to 1, vith 23 abstentions.

(e) At the request of the representative of the USSR a separate vote vas

taken on palagraph 2 of the dlaft resolution. The paragraph was adopted by

78 votes to T, with 5 abstentions.
(f) At the request of the representative of the USSR a separate vote was

taken on paragraph 3 of the draft resolution. The paragraph vas adopted by

79 votes to B, with 3 abstentions.
(g) At the request of .the representative of the USSR a separate vote vas

taken on laragranh 10 of the draft resolution. The paragraph was adopted by

83 votes to B, r,rith 2 abstentions.
. (h) The draft Tesolution as a rrhole, as amended, was adopted by B! votes

to none, vith 8 abstentions.

' IV " BEC0I.MEI\'IDATI0N 0F THE TI{IRD CO]If',IITTEE

9. The Third Corunittee recornmends to the General As sernbLy the adoption of the
folloving draft resolution :

Assistance in cases of natural disaster
and other disaster situations

The General Assenbly,

Bearing in rnind that throughout history natural disasters and emergeney

"rartri*" lJl*acted heaw ]'oss of life and property, affecting every people
and arronr 

^^r 
rh+ r\r

- Aware of and concerned about the suffering caused bv natura]. disasters and

their serious economic and sociaf consequences for all, but especially the
developing countries,

' Also awane of the varying needs of nations experiencing such disorders, which
present new challenges for international co-operation,

Concerned over the ability of the international comunity to come to the aj.d

of countries iri a disaster situation-
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Recallins its resolutions 2031+ (XX) ot T Decembe" I9(,5, Z\3, (XXIII) of
1p December 1968, 25OB (XXTV) of 16 Decernber 1969 and 2T1T (XxV) of
15 Decenber 19?0, and Eeonomic and Social Council- resolutions 1533 (XLIX) of
23 July 1970 and 15L6 (XLII) of 30 July 19?O on assistance in cases of natural
disaster,

Extressing aptreciation of the Secretary-General I s conprehensive report and

of its perceptive examination of all aspects of the question and taking note of
the relevant passage in his statenent to the Economic and Social Council at its
1773rd rneeting, on 5 July 1971,

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution 1612 (LI) of
23 July f971 cn assistance in cases of natural disaster and other emergency

situations,
Notinq the study, annexed to the Secretary-General t s report, on the legal

status of disaster rel-ief units made available through the United Nations,
Mindful of the need to strengthen and make rnore effective the coflective

efforts of the international corununity, and particularly the United Nations system,
in the field of international disaster assistance-

BearinA in nind that assistance to neet the requests of the stricken countries
vithout preJudice to their individual country progranmes under the Unitetl ltTations

Development Progranne can be an effective contribution to the rehabilitation and

developnent of the st"icken areas,

BearinA in mind also that the possible response of the International- Bank for
Reconstruction and Dewelopment and other credit or:ganizations and d.evel-opnent

agencies to a request from the Governments concerned for complenentary assistance
for the stricken areas, without prejudice to the assistance provided by those
organizations for the normal d.evelopment progranmes. of the stricken countries, can

be an important element in the reeonstluction and devel-opment of those 4reas,
l$oting the conDetence of the llnited liations and its related agencies, the

United Nations Children's Fund, the United l,lations High Connissioner for Refugees

and. the l{orfd Food P?ograrxxe to render assistance in natural disasters and other
disaster situations,

Noting fuathel the key rofe which the Resident Xepresentatives of the Uniteal
Nations Developroent Programme could play at the country level,
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Recognizing the vital roles in international relief played by the
InternationaL Fed Cross, and other voluntan. societies,

Reeosrizin- fD-1 '1^r the necn.:qi]-w fn Fncrr-a n1.^mn1-. effcn+ iw- irnri afficient

response to a Governnent's need for assistance, at the tine of a natural disaster
or other disaster sitrration, that vi1l bring to bear the resources of the United
liations svstem, lrospective donor countTies, and vofuntary agenc:'.es,

1 Ca1ls uDon trrc S eeretary-General to aopoint a disaster relief co-ordinator,
r.rho rvill t"".r, Orr""aly to hir" and l.ho vill be auilrorized, on hehalf ol' the
Secretary-fieneral to'

(a) Istablish an<l maintain the closest co-operation r.rith af1 organizations
conceaned and .r'rake all feasible advance arrangenents with then for the purpose of
ensuring the most effective assistaneei

/. \(bJ l4ob1l-ize" direct and eo-ordinate the relief activities of the various
orAanizations o'the United I'ations syste- ir response to a -eqi-rest for disaster
assistanee frcn a stricken Statei

(c) Co-ordinate United. l.trations assistance rrith assistance given by

intergovernmental and non-governrlental orga.nizations, in particular b.'1 the
Tnternational Fed Cros s "

(dl Receive on behalf of the Secfetary-Generaf contributions offered to hr'r.r

for disaster relief assistance to be carried out by the United tTations, its
agencies and prograrnnes, for Darticular e-cr:-ency situations;

(") Assisi i.he Oowernnent of the Strickenr.rrrrrtr\. +^.qapqq itq rr.1ie,f andvvqlurJ

other needs and to evaluate thF nr'ioritv of Lh.]sa nFFdc i.n disc^, inqfp bhat

information to prospective donors and others ccncerned, anJ to serve as a
cfearing-house for assistance extended or planned by alI sources of external aidl

(1') Promote the study. rcrevention, control and preciiction of natural
disasters, including the coffection and dissemination of infornation concerning
technological d.evef opnents :

(g) Assist in providing advice to Governments on nre-disaster planninc in
association with relevant voluntary organizations, baTticularl.y with the l,easue

of led Closs Societies" and drar.r upon United Nations resources available for such

Durnoses'
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/. \(h) Acquire and disseminate information relevant to planning and

co-ordinatinq refief for disasters, inclr.'.ding the improvenent and establisbment

of stocirrrifes in disaster-nrone areas, and to rlrelare sugcestions to ensure the

most effective use of a1'ai1ab1e resources.
(i) DhFSe out refief orerations unoer ris ae[ts as the stricken country

moves into the stage of rehabilitation and reconstruction, but continue to
interest hinself, within the fTamework of his respons ibilities for relief, in the

activities of the Urited Uations aqencies concerned with Tehabifitation and

reconstruction :.

(J) ?rebar:e an annual renor:l for the Secreta.rr'-General , to be submitted to
the llconomic and Social Council and to the General Assenbly:

2. Reconmenj!;- that the disaster relief co-ordinator shoul,d be apnointed. by

thc Sec re cary-i c:rorr I ']or'*alll- For a terr of ive years and at a level connarable

to that of an Unc].er- Secr(-tary-Genera.l of tLe Trnited llations;
3. lindorses rhe Secretarv-Ceneraf ' s proposals for an adeouate Dermanent

office in the ljnited I'lations r'rhich shaIl be the focal loint in the United- llations
sl'.:hem for disa:1;er 'r eLief rlatters'

lt. Reccrrllends that this office should be headed bv the disaster relief
co -crdinal"or and located in Geneva -. be a distinct ele-nent within the thited
tations i-lecretariat e-,n,l be auqmenried as necessarl,. by short-terara secondment of
r '-lsonrcl .'or irdividu..l -neisenci-s'

5" luqgS.sr_s the Secretary -Gener:al to report to the llcononic and Social

Council al its fi'Lv-thiTd sessr'.on, takinn into account anv relevant suggestions

and the el-eri^nce 'r'ined bt.' the disaster relief co"ordinator on any further steps

rrhicl r-ay be reou'rcd. to enable the disaster relief co-ordinator adequately to
perfrrn th.e functions entrust.d to hin under the lresent resolution:

5 " !\:i!l:f __,rr1]9lx ",g the plan for a roster cf volunteers to be drar,m fror'1 |
orDerie"c... iL 'i -1-or:bprs o' t1'e UnibeC- -'ations sl,sten and inrerested
n.r\.,r, vtrv' r* rF: -l.Fr, i".rti..r-,< -.tl | -., ': hF -rde ,'vri lr:lrle 1.1. Verv Shot-t notice'

7. lecornmerds_ that the r,lisasier yelief co-ordinator should maintain contact

'.rith the covernnents of States 'ierbeas of the IIniteC }lations or members of
cpe^irli red rgcncics ol of t,hL Irternatiora-l .Atonic [nerrY Aeency concerninfl

available lid ir e-ergencv situa.tions, sJc,1 as food suDolies, nedicinesu personnel'

transnorLation and cormunications, as well as advice to counLries in pre-disaster
planning and prenaredness r 

/ .,,
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B. Invites potential recipient Govel"nments:

(a) To establish disaster contingency plans 'with appropriate assistance from

the disaster relief co-ordinator;
(l) To appoint a single national disaster relief co-ordinator to facilitate

the receipt of international aid in times of an emergency;

(") To establish stockpiles of emergency supplies, such as tents, blankets,

nedicine and non-perishable foodstuffs:
(a) To make necessary arrangements for the training of administrative and

relief personnel '
(e) To consicter approrriate legislative or other measures to faciLitate the

Teceipt of aid, including ovel-flight and landing rights and necessary privileges

and inmrnities for relief units;
(r) To improve national disaster warning systems;

9. fnvites potential donor Goverrments:

(") To respond lronptly to any call by the Secretary-General or by the

disaster relief co-ordinator on his behalf'
(b) To consider and to continue offering on a wider basis emergency

assistance in disaster situations,
(c) To inform the disaster relief co-ordinator in advance about the

facilities and services they might be in a position to provide imnediately'

including, vhere possible, relief units, logistical support and neans of effective
communications I

10. Decides to authorize the Secretary-General to drar^r on the llorking

Capital Fund in the amount of $200,000 for ernergency assistance in any one year,

with a normal ceiling of $20,000 per country in. the case of any one disaster;

f1. trtrther invites alf or$anizations of the United llations system and all
other orEani zations involved to co-oDerate rdth the disaster relief co-ordinator.




