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II'FLEMENTATIO}I OF TI{E DNCLA-EATION ON THE GFANTING OF

INDEPENDENCE TO COLOI'IIAL COIINTRIES AND PXOPLES

Letter dated 20 October 19?2 from the Pernanent Representative
of Portus.al to the United. llations addressed to the President

of the General As sembly

TI.^....-+*'.^+...^..f.v!v. rrlour rrom ny Governnent o I have the honour to mahe reference to
the letter circulated as General Assembly document .q./8853 of 19 October ]-972, and
to invite attention to the follovlns:

f. i,rhen the tr'ourth Conmittee approved, by majority vote, on September 1972, a
decision to admit in an observer capacity, with the right to participate in its
deliberations, the representatives of certain movenents claiming to be fTom the
Portu€luese ove?seas provinces in Africa, the delegation of Portugal pointed out
that such a decision was il1ega1 and in violation of the provisions of the United
Nations Charter, and placed on record its most fornal reservations. These
reservations (see -4./c . ! /Sn .1971+ and 1975) are hereby reiterated for all useful
purposes,

2. The Portuguese delegation now wishes to record the expression of its most
emphat i c obJections regarding the procedural device of publishing as an official
document a letter purporting to be addressed. by someone without any right or
qualification to do so, in terns of the Charter and the relevant regulations
gor,'erning the vcrk and activities of the Generaf As sembly.

3. In the circunstances in vhich this has been done, the Portuguese Goverrutrent
cannot but construe thst this gesture, at once useless and derogatory of the
provisions of the United llations Charter, is one more designing manoeuvre folwhich
the responsibili.ty lies with the pressure groups actuating vithin the Organization,
with a viernr to assaiJ-ing the sovereign rights of Portugal to represent its peoples.

f shall anpreciate it if Your Er(ceIlency directs that this 1etter nay be
circulated as an official document of the General Assembly.

\ blgned/ Antonro rarrrclo
perGiEif Representative of Portugal

to Lne UnfI,eo l lal l Ons
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