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Item 53 of the agerda

REFUGEES ATD STATELESS PERSONS
Tinenciel implications of the dveft resolutions
proposed by the Third Committes {A/1113)
Boport of the Fifth Committes
Repportenr: Dr. Maria 2. ¥. WITTEVEEN (Wetherlands)

1. In accordance with rule 142 of the rules of nrocedure of the General
fssembly ard with the request of the Freeident in hils letter datsd

10 Novemder 1049 to the Chalrmen of the Fifth Committes (£/C 5/359), the
Fifth Committee, at its 230th meeting held on 29 November 1ch9, considered
the effect on the pud et estimates for 1950 of the two draft resolutions
relating to refugees and stateless permons {4/1118 resoluticns A and B)
adopted by the Third Committee on 15 Novembver 1949,

2. The Committee had before it & note by the Sooretary-Censral (n/c. 5/357)
on the Tinancial Implications of thens draft resoluticns, and uhe twenty-gixth
report of 194G (A/1154) of the 2Advisory Committes on Administrative =nd
Budgetary Questione, which had considered the note by the. SBecretary-Ceneral,
referred to it by the Fifth Committeo at 1ts 227th meeting.

3. Ynosmuch eo the date set in draft resolution A for the establishment of
the High Commissioner's Office was 1 January 1951, the Secretary-General wes
of the opinlon that no supplemsntery budget apﬁropriations for the finencial
year 1650 wonld be necded on that acoount. However, ghovld the Economic and
Social, Council, et 1is eleventh seselcn, decide on the necessity for a small
planning group In the late ﬁnnths of 1950, as envisaged by the Secretary-
General in his report (#/C,3/527) and by the Advisory Committes (fifteerih
regort of 1949, 4/1039),
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the Secretary-General might find it nscessary to request a transfer of funds
between sections of the wudget of to have recourse 5o the’ Workirg Capital
Find with the concurrence of the Advisory Coumittee.  The Secretary-Genoral
Further pointed out that the precise tdgotary conseguences of this draft
resolution would be considered in comnexion with the 1051 budaeet estimates.
In his oPinién, the administrative expenses of the High Commisssioner's
Office in 1951, as envisared in resclubtlon A, would be in the order of
$100,000 (net).
L, The Advisory Committes hod noted (A/1154) that the Secretary-Gonmeral did
not entlcipate the need for an appropfistion for 1950 wlth regspsct to the
High Commissioner's Cffice. Should unforesseen circumstances call for
apeclal preparatory work during ths latter part of 1950, the Advisory
Committee would be préﬁared to conpur in the transfer of funde bvetween
sectlions of the budget, or, at need, In an advance from the Working Capilal
Furd, It hed further noted that, as regards the tentative estimate of
expenditure during 1951 in respect of the Hiph Commissionsr's Offiée, the
Secretery-General had hed recerd to the observations made in 1ts previous
report on this subject and thet, in view of the definition of functiors
recormenced by the Third Committee, the original estimate héd been reduced
fiom $?50,00D to $AO0,000. The Advigory Committee had stated that the
submission cf precise figures at the present time wes, of course, impessible
but that when events could be foressen more clearly, bHudzet estimates would be
prepared in consultation with the Advisory Committee, prior to the fith
regular sessicn of the General Assembly.
5. In the course of the discussion in the Filfth Committee, the representatlve
of Brazll ralsed the question of the potential financial impllcations In the
future of the draft resolutions. In his opinion, the costs of possible
meterial assistance to refugoes, vinlch might be conslderables, should not be
borne by the United Nations but should be covered from other sources. The
resclutlons proposed by the Third Commiftee should, thersfore, in his view,
be s0 amended as to moke it clear thot bnly administrative coshbs would be
Tor the account of the United Nations in 1951 ond thereafier. The majority
of the members of the Committees, however, were of the oplnion that the
Brezilian proposal could not be entertained by the Pifth Committes and
agreed thaﬁ, iﬁfaccofdance with the letter from the President of the
General Assembly, the mondate of the Committee related exclusiveiy to the
requiremsnts of rule 142 of the rules of procedure, that is to eay: that
tho Committee had to state the effect of the draft resolution on the budge
estimates for 1950. )
6. The representative of the Unlon of Soviet Soclalist Republies stated
that, in the oplnion of his delegation, the care of refuggees did not
Tall within the competence of the Cenerel Assembly or of the Economlc and’
. /Bocial
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Social Council as defined.by the Cherter. He, therofore, ohjected to the
revorts of the Advisory Committes ard of the Secretary-Ceneral ard snncancsd
that he womld vote against any appropriation for the purpose.

7. The Camittee noted that, inasmuch as the date set in draft resolution A
for the establishment of the High Commissionerts Office was 1 Jamary 1951,
she Secretary-Censral d1d not anticlpate the need for an eppropriatlon for
1950 on that account. In conmexicn with the observetion of the Advisory
Committes concerning possible unicreseen circumstances calling for special
preparatory work during'the latter pert of 1550, the Committes wes informed
by the representative of the Secretary-censral thet, whould such expenses
arise, they would not be 1ikely 6 expeed $10,000 = $20,000, and that they
would relate only to plamning for ihe esteblishment of the High Cormissinner's
Office, and mot to the actusl opersfion of the Office.

8. The Committee was further. 1nformed that the draft resolutions provided
for further conslderation of the queation.of refugees and stateless persons
by the General Assembly at 1ts fifth reguler sesaion, aml that budgst
estimates for the operation in 1951 of the High Commissionerts 0ffice for
Refugees, 10 be prepered in consultation with the Advisory Committee, would
be submittsd at that tlme.

9. The Fifth Comuittee decided, by 23 votes to none, with L apstentions,

to recopmend to the Gereral Assembly that it should note that the adoption
‘of draft resolutions A and B submitted by the Third Committee would have no
effect on the budjet estimetes for 1550.
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