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I have the honour to transmit herewith the document entitled "Conclusions
of the informal meetings of the Fourth Committee" and to request you to have
it circulated as an official document of the General Assembly under agenda
items 12, 19, 39, 99, 100, 101, 102 and 103.

(Signed) Martin ADOUKI
Ambassador
Permanent Representative
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ANNEX

CONCLUSIONS OF THE INFORMAL MEETINGS OF
THE FOURTH COMMITTEE

As a follow-up to the proposal made by the Chairman of the Fourth Committee
during the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly that a Working Group should be
established by the Fourth Committee in response to comments made by a number of
delegations on its work, the Acting Chairman of the Fourth Committee convened four
meetings of the Committee to consider those issues.

The first meeting was held on § March 199i. The 2nd, 3rd and 4th meetings took
place, respectively, on 10 and 17 April and 4 June. More than a third of the United
Nations membership, including most administering Powers, participated in each of those
meetings. Items discussed included:

(a) the language cf decolonization resolutions submitted to the General
Assembly;

(b) the practice of references to extraneous issues;

(c) the question of selective name-calling;

(d) the form and content of resolutions submitted to the General Assembly;

(e) the streamlining of work, procedure and structure; and

(f) the restoration of full co-operation with the administering Powers with a
special emphasis on the question of United Nations visiting missions.

The meetings were generally attended at a high level.
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The Bureau of the Fourth Coriittee, after reviewing the extensive exchange of
views that took place during those meetings, would like to propose the following
conclusions:

I: Language of Resolutjons

The overwhelming majority of delegations that attended the informal meetings
were of the view that the language of the resolutions on decolonization issues should
reflect the positive trends which now prevail in international relations, while highlighting
as accurately as possible the realities and circumstances that prevail in the Territories. In
this connection, reference should be made in those resolutions to all the options that are
available to the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories. It was also suggested by
some delegations that statements on the activities of foreign economic and other interests
should be more balanced, in order to take into account those activities which
undoubtedly contribute to the economic and social development of those Territories.
Generally speaking, the language should aim at restoring confidence among all concerned

and not at generating confrontation.

IIl: Extraneous [ssues

Delegations concluded that references to extraneous issues should be excluded or
reduced to the minimum, and that United Nations decolonization activities should
concentrate on the remaining Territories to which the Declaration applies. In this

connection, every effort should be made to avoid selective name-calling,
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III:  Question of apartheid

On the relevance of the question of apartheid in the context of the Fourth
Committee, various views were expressed. Some of the speakers suggested that the
apartheid question should not cloud consideration of the issues confronting the remaining
Non-Self-Governing Territories. A nuinber of delegations felt that it was proper and
within the mandate of the Fourth Committee to continue to consider the question of

apartheid.

IV: Resolutions

Resolutions should be concise and focus on the subject under consideration in
order to avoid overlapping and repetition. It is hoped that decolonization resolutions
would henceforth give the highest priority to the situation in the remaining Territories,
most of them islands in the Caribbean and the Pacific which need special consideration,
In this connection, the Fourth Committee informal meetings took note with satisfaction
of the progress made in that respect by the Special Committee of 24 in adopting a
format for an "omnibus" resolution for 10 Territories considered by the

Sub-Committee on Small Territories.

V: Special Committee of 24 Structure
The Fourth Committee informal meetings also noted with appreciation the
decision taken by the Special Committee of 24 to merge the Sub-Committee on Small

Territories and the Sub-Committee on Petitions, Information and Assistance effective
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1 January 1992. It considered such a decision a very important streamlining step which

will benefit the future work of the Fourth Committee.

VI. Cooperation of Administering Powers

The Fourth Committee informal meetings attach great importance to the
cooperation of all the administering Powers in the decolonization process.
The participants recommended thut every effort be made to restore full confidence and
cooperation between the adrainistering Powers and the United Nations decolonizat'on
crgans. In this connection, particular emphasis was placed on 3 aspects of cooperation

between the administering Powers and the United Nations:

(a) The question of visiting missions: The participants called upon the

administering Powers to resume full cooperation in that respect by inviting regular
United Nations visiting missions to the Territories undar their administration.

(b) The regular provision of timely and up-to-date information on Non-Self-
Governing Territories tc the Secretary-General of the United Nations as prescribed by
Article 73 ¢ of the Charter.

(c) The part.cipation of the administering Powers in the work of the United

Nations decolonization organs.
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viz: Fourth Committee Informal Meetings
Some delegations considered that more discussions and consultations should take
place on draft resolutions and decisions in the Fourth Committee before they are

recommended to the plenary meeting of the General Assembly for adoption.

Comment

The Bureau of the Fourth Committee suggests that this paper serve as the basis
for the Chairman’s on-going consultations with the Special Committee of 24. The
Chairman would propose to draw on this paper at the organizational meeting of the
Fourth Committee at the forty-sixth session of the General Assembly.

The Bureau would like to record the spirit of cooperation among delegations that
characterized these informal meetings, as well as the harmonious and productive way in
which these meetings and those of the Special Committes worked together to similar

ends.



