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1. The item entitled "Preparation of an international treaty concerning the Moon™
was included by the Secretaryv-General in the provisional agenda of the twenty-sixth
session of the General Assembly on the basis of a memorandum dated 27 May 19Tl .from
the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (A/8391
and Corr. 1). Tie text of a draft international treaty concerning the Moon was
attached to the above memorandum.

2. At its 193%9th plenary meeting, on 25 September 1971, the General Assembly,

on the recommendation of the CGeneral Committee, decided to include this item in the
agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee for consideration and report.

3. The First Committee, at its 1803rd meeting cn 11 October decided to hdld the
general debate on this item jointly with agenda item 33 entitled "International
co-operation in the veaceful uses of outer space: report of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, it being understood that any delegation would be
free, 1f it so wished, to make two separate statements in the gzeneral debate. It
was also decided that at the conelusion of the general debate the draft proposals
on resolutions under each of the two items would be considered separately by the

Cormittee under their respective titles.
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, The general debate on the two items was held at the 1819th to 1825th meetings,
from 4 to 10 November,

5. The First Commitiee had before it, in connexion with this item, the text of

a draft treaty concerning the Moon (A/C.1/L.568), which was introduced by the
representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics at the 1820th meeting,
cn 5 November.

6. On 9 November, a letter dated 24 September 1971 from the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the German Demccratic Republic addressed to the Chairman of the First
Comaittee concerning this item (A/C.1/1017) was circulated at the direction of the
Chairman. -

7. During the debate in the Committee, a draft resolution was submitted on

Poland, Romaniz, Sweden and the Union of Soviet Socialist_&gnublics (A/C.1/T..572)

and later co-gponsored by Sierra Leone.

8. At its 1826th meeting., on 11 November 1971, the 12.Power draft resoluticn

was unanimously adopted by the Cormittee (see paragraph 9 below).

RECOMMENDATION OF THE FIRST COMMITTEER

a. The First Committee recommends tc the General Assembly the adoption of the

fellowing draft resclution:

Preparation of an international treaty concerning the Moon

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 2222 (¥XI) of 19 December 1966 stressing.the
importance of international co-operation in the Tield of activities in the peaceful
exploration and use of outer space, including the Moon and other celestial bhodies,
and the importance of developing the rule of law in this new area of human |
endeavour,

Reaffirming the common interest of all mankind in furthering the peaceful
exploration and use of outer space for the benefit of all States and for the

development of friendly relstions and mutual understanding among them,
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?aking into account the advances made in recent years in the exploration of

outer space, including those resulting from extensive lunar research programmes
on the basis of modern science and technologzy,

Bearing in mind the interest of all mankind in the exploration and

utilization of the oon exclusively for peaceful purposes and in preventing the
Moon from becoming a scene of international conflict,

Promopted by the consideration that the Moon, a&s the only natural satellite
of the Darth, has an important role tc play in the conguest of cuter space and
that it should be used with due regard to the interests of present and future
generationé3

Desiring to further the elaboration of specific rules of international law
to govern the activities of States on the Moon on the basis of the Charter of the
United Nations and the Treaty on Principles Coverning the Activities of States in
the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and other Celestial
Bodies, as a means of further developing a sound legal hasls for such activities,
all natural resources and substances of the Moon and other celestial hodies,

1. Takes note of the draft treaty concerning the Moon submitted to the
General Assembly by the deleration of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics:

2. Requests the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space and its
Legzal Sub--Committee to consider, as a matter of priority, the guestion of the
elaboratioﬁ of a draft internaticnal treaty concerning the Moon in accordance with
the recommendstions contained in parasraph 38 of the report of the Cormittee on
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Spacel/ and to report thereon to the General Assenbly

at its twenty-seventh session.

1/ Official Records of the General Assenbly, Twenty-sixth Session, Supplement

Mo, 20 (A/8L20).





