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. The meeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m. 

AGENDA ITEM 70: EFFECTS OF ATOMIC RADIATION (continued) (A/46/218 and 
A/SPC/46/L.Z) 

1. MS, BIRD (Australia) said that her country, one of the sponsors of the 
draft resolution contained in document A/SPC/46/L.2, had been a member of the 
United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation since 
its establishment in 1955. Referring to the major reports of the Committee, 
she said that they contained authoritative and up-to-date interpretation of 
radiation sources and effects and a vast amount of reliable scientific 
detail. Given the difficulty of the material, however, her delegation renewed 
its suggestion that the Secretariat could prepare a simplified version of 
those reports for the public containing less specialized technical 
information. That had been done following the publication of the 1982 report, 
and that version was currently in use in institutions of higher education in 
Australia as an excellent introduction in the training of radiographers, 
nurses and other paramedical staff. 

2. Australia had consistently maintained that the work of the Committee 
should not be seen in scientific isolation, but in relation to a world 
over-armed with nuclear weapons. The Australian Government was firmly 
committed to the objective of complete nuclear disarmament under effective 
international control. It had consistently urged States possessing nuclear 
arsenals to reduce them in order to achieve complete nuclear disarmament. 
Therefore it warmly welcomed the United States' recent offer to initiate a 
significant cut in nuclear arms and the Soviet Union's positive response 
including their decision to suspend nuclear testing for one year. Her 
delegation hoped that the other nuclear Powers would respond to those 
decisions in a similar spirit. 

3. Referring to the Treaty of Rarotonqa, which had established a large area 
af the South Pacific as a nuclear-free zone, she said that it reflected the 
concerns of countries in the region about the nuclear-arms race, continued 
nuclear testing in the region and proposals to dump nuclear waste in the South 
Pacific. It was disappointing that the three Protocols to the Treaty, which 
had been ratified by the Soviet Union and China, had still not been signed or 
ratified by the United States, the United Kingdom and France. 

4. Its third protocol constituted an undertaking not to test any explosive 
device within the area covered by the nuclear-free xone. The countries in the 
region remained deeply concerned that French nuclear testing continued there. 
Australia was opposed in principle to nuclear testing and considered that 
France's decision to join the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty constituted a 
further reason to stop such testing. Australia and the countries of the South 
Pacific had called on France many times to cease its nuclear testing programme 
in the South Pacific and believed that, if France insisted that such a 
programme was necessary, it should be conducted in metropolitan France. 
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5. Mr. §HIGEI&-(Japan) said that nuclear energy and related technologies 
were becoming an increasingly important part of daily life and, consequently, 
the need to guard against the potentially harmful effects of such technology 
became all the greater. The dangers of atomic radiation affected everyone, 
and that threat bound all people together as a truly global community. 
Because the threat was global, the response must be global as well. 

6. The United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic 
Radiation played an invaluable role as a forum for scientific cooperation in 
gathering and disseminating accurate information. Efforts to protect mankind 
and the environment from the harmful effects of atomic radiation must be based 
on purely scientific and technical information. 

7. As a member country, Japan had attached great importance to the work of 
the Committee and found its activities both informative and of great practical 
use. Japan reaffirmed its continued support and cooperation in promoting the 
work of the Committee. It also urged Member States, the International Atomic 
Energy Agency and other specialized agencies to continue their cooperation 
with the Committee and to provide it with all relevant information. His 
delegation also hoped that the Special Political Committee would reaffirm its 
support for the work of the Scientific Committee by adopting the resolution 
contained in document A/SPC/46/L.2 by consensus. 

8. Mr. ZVCX$KQ (Belarus) said that Belatus, which was the new name of his 
country, believed that the problem of nuclear radiation was an extremely 
serious matter. Having suffered direct consequences from the Chernobyl 
disaster, it recognized the importance of the work of the United Nations 
Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation. 

9. The Chernobyl catastrophe had had consequences not only for Belarus, but 
for many other countries as well. Radioactivity from Chernobyl bad been 
observed in wild birds found far from the European continent. There had also 
been transboundary atmospheric contamination and possible transmission of 
contamination by water. 

10. He agreed in general with the observations in paragraph 6 of document 
A/46/218, listing the Committee's recommendations and conclusions. The 
Government of Belarus believed that the project mentioned in that paragraph 
was a first step in the study of the many problems caused by the Chernobyl 
disaster. However, given the short time period allocated to the project, it 
had been difficult to obtain complete information. Furthermore, the data 
offered by experts was insufficient to reflect the real situation. He was 
concerned by the excessively optimistic tone of the project and, in that 
respect, observed that the effects of radiation were being re-examined, There 
was a lack of reliable data on the possibility of contracting chronic 
illnesses and on the effects of low-level doses of radiation. The other 
harmful effects of industrial waste were not well known, either, as had been 
recognized by the International Atomic Energy Agency and the World Health 
Organization. 

/ .*. 
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(Mr, Zvonko, Belarus) 

11.. In Belarusian scientific circles, it was felt that the results of the 
international project on Chernobyl were based on data applicable to small 

population group that was not homogeneous and they did not take intc account 
variations in isotope composition. Furthermore, the influence of prevailing 
harmful conditions on the future health of the population had not been 
considered. There was also a lack of information on the populaticns which had 
suffered the most, especially children evacuated fram areas affected by the 
Chernobyl disaster. 

12. In 1990, the delegation of Belarus had said that it was willing to 
cooperate actively with the Committee and would also be willing to become a 
member. Consultations were continuing on that matter. His country, because 
of the special knowledge it had gained since the Chernobyl catastrophe, could 
make a significant contribution to the Committee. 

13. Mr. ZAWELS (Argentina) said that paragraph 3 of .the report of the United 
Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation described the 
extensive and important agenda considered by the Committee, and the sources of 
natural or man-made radiation that produced effects which had direct or 
indirect consequences for human beings. 

14. The Chernobyl accident continued to demonstrate the magnitude of the 
damage caused and the need to redouble efforts to prevent a repetition of that 
disaster. He referred to the important agreements raached by the United 
States and the Soviet Union with regard to nuclear weapons, and to the 
unilateral moratorium on nuclear tests declared by the Soviet Union. 

15. Argentina attached great importance to the peaceful uses of atomic 
energy. As an example, he referred to his country's National Atomic Energy 
Commission which, among other activities, was carrying out two programmes 
related to that question: the first, the radioisotopes and radiation 
progrentme, was intended to develop and promote the use of radioisotopes and 
ionizing radiation in the various activities associated with health, 
industrial and agricultural production and research. 

15. The second programme, on radiological protection and nuclear safety, was 
intended to ensure adequate protection of the public, workers in the nuclear 
industry, and the environment. In that connection, he drew attention to the 
agreement signed by Argentina and Brazil in August 1991, on the exclusively 
peaceful use of nuclear energy. Negotiations had also begun between those two 
countries and the International Atomic Energy Agency on a safeguard agreement 
permitting the Agency to inspect Argentine and Brazilian nuclear installations 
with a view to ensuring that the two countries' nuclear programmes were used 
for purely peaceful purposes. 

17. Lastly, he said that his country was a sponsor of draft resolution 
A/SPC/46/L.2, which he hoped that the Committee would adopt. 

/ . . . 
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18. Mr. MFHRA (India) said that his country attached great importance to the 
exclusively peaceful uses of nuclear energy for the benefit of its people. 
The prime objective of India's atomic energy programme, as defined in the 1948 
Atomic Energy Act, was the development, control and use of atomic energy 
solely for peaceful purposes. 

l9 . Tragic accidents like the one at Chernobyl in 1986 could not be 
forgotten. He noted that India bad pledged assistance amounting to $250,000 
towards relief for the victims of the Chernobyl disaster. Similarly, India, 
which was fully aware of the need to maintain the highest nuclear safety 
standards, had closely cooperated with the Scientific Committee, and had 
participated actively in its annual meetings in Vienna and in the preparation 
of its annual reports. 

20. In the context of the Committee's requirements for more extensive data 
for radiation exposure evaluations and other studies, his delegation hoped 
that Member States, the specialized agencies and the organizations of the 
Ur,:ted Nations system would continue to make available information pertinent 
to the valuable studies and research carried out by the Scientific Committee. 

21. The annual report submitted by the Scientific Committee revea.led its 
important and fruitful work in the fields of radiation exposure and the risks 
resulting from such exposure. He repeated that India would cooperate fully 
with the Committee in its efforts. 

22. Mr. DONG q&~long (China) said that the potential effects of atomic 
radiation on man and the environment were among the major issues of current 
concern. Bearing in mind that decisions to be adopted in the future on many 
significant issues would be based on a comprehensive and accurate knowledge of 
the known scientific facts in that field, the work done by the United Nations 
Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation to examine and compile 
information on the subject assumed paramount importance. The Scientific 
Committee had included in its programme of work issues of great technical 
conplexity which had a direct impact on man and the environment, such as the 
environmental effects of radiation and perception of tbe dangers resulting 
from radiation exposure, and had also dealt with various aspects of the 
effects of low-level radiation, thereby increasing people's overall 
understanding of the effects of atomic radiation. 

23. Lastly, China, a sponsor of the draft resolution presented by the 
delegation of Belgium (A/SPC/46/L.2), expressed the hope that the Scientific 
Committee would continue its work with the support of all the organs and 
agpacies concerned in the United Nations system. 

24. Mr. PAULSEN (Chile) said that his country could not remain indifferent to 
the results of the studies by the Scientific Committee, which over the years 
had managed TV compile a valuable body of information on the question of 
atomic radiation, thereby contributing to a better awareness of the danger 
posed by atomic radiation for present and future generations. 

/ . * . 
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25. Chile had joined those countries  that  were members of the Permanent
Commiss ion  for  the  South  Pac i f i c  in  convey ing  to  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  i t s
c o n c e r n  a t  a n d  c a t e g o r i c a l  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  n u c l e a r  t e s t s  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y
France at  Mururoa atol l . Dur ing  1991  Chi le  had  had  to  convey  l e t ter s  o f
protes t  to  the  Secre tary-Genera l  of  the  Uni ted  Nnt ions  on  s ix  occas ions .  The
exper iments  cons t i tu ted  a  ser ious  threat  to  the  mar ine  env ironment ,  na tura l
resources and the ecosystem as a whole, a s  w e l l  a s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t h e
i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  a r e a s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  t e s t s .

26. N u c l e a r  t e s t s , regard les s  o f  who  carr ied  them out ,  virlated the  bas ic
r u l e s  o f  j u s t i c e . In  tha t  regard , i t  w a s  t o  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o u n t r i e s
a f fec ted  had  not  g iven  the i r  consent  to  the  conduct ing  o f  those  exper iments .
Ch i le  cons idered  tha t  the  concept  o f  na t iona l  secur i ty  adduced  by  some nuc lear
Powers  in  order  to  ju s t i fy  the i r  nuc lear - te s t  progrsmmss  had  a  much  broader
d imens ion ,  for  i t  was  obv ious  tha t  there  would  be  no  secur i ty  wi thout  an
env ironment  f ree  f rom atomic  rad ia t ion .

27, Chi le  congratu la ted  the  Sc ient i f i c  Commit tee  on  the  s tud ies  and
asses sments  i t  had  made  concerning  the  t rag ic  acc ident  a t  Chernoby l  in  1986 ,
and  shared  the  hope  tha t  the  in ternat iona l  conference  to  conc lude  the  pro jec t
a n d  t h e  r e p o r t  t o  b e  p u b l i s h e d  w o u l d  c l a r i f y  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  i s s u e s  a n d  l e a d  t o
bet ter  pub l ic  unders tand ing  o f  the  acc ident  and  i t s  consequences .

28. Las t ly ,  Ch i le  ca l l ed  upon  the  internat?onal  communi ty  to  cont inue  to
moni tor  the  e f fec t s  o f  atomic  rad ia t ion  and  urged  the  countr ie s  posses s ing
nuc lear  technology  to  focus the i r  ac t i v i t i e s  on  greater  cooporat ion  in  the
deve lopment  o f  nuc lear  energy  for  peacefu l  purposes  wi th  a  v iew to  ensur ing
in ternat iona l  peace  and  secur i ty  and fu l l  compl iance  wi th  the  Char ter .

29. Mr. BGU- (Ukraine) drew members’ a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  declaration  b y  t h e
Ukra in ian  Supreme Par l iament  on  the  occas ion  o f  the  f i f th  ann iversary  o f  the
Chernoby l  d i sa s ter , in  which  i t  was  s ta ted  tha t  more  than  2  sillion  persons ,
1 1 6  d i s t r i c t s ,  t o w n s , wooded  and  cu l t i va ted  areas , r i vers  and  the  a tmosphere
had  been  Lhreatened by  rad ia t ion . A t  p r e s e n t  i t  w a s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d
anyone in Ukraine who was not  marked by the pain of  that  national  tragedy,  the
consequences  o f  wh ich  had  s t i l l  no t  been  exp la ined  or  fu l ly  unders tood .

30. T h a t  s i t u a t i o n  w a s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e
exper t s , further consequences would become apparent in 10 or 15 years’  t ime,
o r  e v e n  l a t e r . However , t h e r e  w a s  a l r e a d y  a  p e r c e p t i b l e  increase  i n  c a n c e r s ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  t h e  t h y r o i d  g l a n d , and  o f  leukaemia  emong childL,en, a s  we l l  a s
a  psycho log ica l  and  phys ica l  de ter iora t ion  among  the  inhab i tan t s  o f  the  areas
af fee ted.

31. H i s  c o u n t r y  n o t e d  w i t h  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e
Chernoby l  t ragedy  carr ied  out  by  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  spec ia l i zed  agenc ies ,  such
as  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  Educat iona l , Sc ient i f i c  and  Cul tura l  Organ iza t ion
(UNESCO), the World Health Organization (WHO), the International  Labour
Organi sa t ion  (ILO) and  the  Uni ted  N8tiOnS Indus tr ia l  Deve lopment  Organiza t ion

/ . . .
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(UNIDO),  and  in  par t i cu lar  by  the  group  o f  in ternat iona l  exper t s  o f  the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), which had studied the consequences
of  the  d i sas ter  and  ana lysed  the  measures  taken . Ukra ine  cons idered  tha t  the
s o l u t i o n s  p r o p o s e d  t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  r a d i a t i o n  w e r e  p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  i t
d id  not  en t i re ly  concur  wi th  the  conc lus ions  o f  the  s tudy  wi th  regard  to
h e a l t h ,  g i v e n  t h e  l i m i t e d  t e r r i t o r i a l  a n d  t e m p o r a l  s c o p e  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h
done. T h e  s t u d i e s  d o n e  b y  U k r a i n i a n  s c i e n t i s t s  o v e r  t h e  l e s t  f i v e  y e a r s  h a d
come up  wi th  far  f rom opt imis t i c  resu l t s  tha t  d i f fered  f rom the  conc lus ions  o f
t h e  s t u d y  b y  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x p e r t s . Unfor tunate ly , no study had been
carr ied  out  on  the  600 ,000  persons  who  had  as s i s ted  in  the  evacuat ion  and  the
100,000 persons who had returned to sett le  in the region and had been exposed
t o  s i g n i f i c a n t  r a d i a t i o n  d o s e s .

32. Another  i s sue  o f  concern  to  Ukra ine  was  the  e f fec t  o f  the  doses  o f
r a d i a t i o n ,  s m a l l  b u t  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e i r  c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  t h e  t h y r o i d
gland,  to which 8,000 children had been exposed. In  1990,  subsequent  to  the
depar ture  o f  the  fore ign  exper t s , the  Ins t i tu te  o f  Endocr ino logy  o f  Ukra ine
had  d i scovered  20  cases  o f  thyro id  cancer  in  ch i ldren ,  compared  wi th  one  or
two  cases  recorded  annua l ly  in  the  pas t . The diagnosis  had been quest ioned by
the  exper t s  and  so  the  Ins t i tu te  had  re ferred  the  cases  to  Wash ington ,  where
the  d iagnos i s  was  conf i rmed.

33. . In  v iew of  the  complex i ty  o f  the  s i tua t ion ,  Ukra ine  cons idered  tha t  the
s tud ies  which  had  been  carr ied  out  represented  the  f i r s t  s tage  o f  a  wider
e f f o r t  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n , which  would  inc lude  in -depth  ana ly s i s  o f
t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  r a d i a t i o n . Ukra ine  was  there fore  prepared  to  co l labora te
w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x p e r t s  i n  v a r i o u s  a r e a s  a n d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f
h e a l t h .

34. On 24 August 1991 the Supreme Parliament of Ukraine had passed a law in
which  i t  had  dec lared  independence  and  e s tab l i shed  a  Sta te  o f  Ukra ine .  On
1 December 1991 a referendum would be held which was certain to endorse that
d e c i s i o n , s i n c e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  u n w i l l i n g  t o  r e l i v e  t h e  e r r o r s  o f  t h e  p a s t
and wished to be masters  of  their  own land and of  their  own country and to
e n s u r e  i t s  w e l l - b e i n g , t r a n q u i l l i t y  a n d  s t a b i l i t y .

35. Mr.  POSSQ (Ecuador)  sa id  tha t  a  comple te  unders tand ing  o f  the  pern ic ious
e f fec t s  o f  nuc lear  rad ia t ion  on  human  be ings  was  cer ta in ly  needed  in  order  to
be  ab le  to  engage  in  coopera t ion  wi th  Governments  and  spec ia l i zed
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  m e d i c a l  r e s p o n s e s
which  would  make  i t  pos s ib le  to  combat  the  i l lnes ses  caused  by  exposure  to
n u c l e a r  r a d i a t i o n . More specif ic  knowledge must  also be acquired regarding
a l l  s o u r c e s  o f  r a d i o a c t i v e  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  a n d  t h e i r  e f f e c t s  i n  d i f f e r e n t
env i ronments  and  in  mul t ip le  exposures .

36. T h e  d e l i c a t e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  u s e d  i n  n u c l e a r  p l a n t s  c a r r i e d  w i t h
i t  t h e  r i s k  o f  f a t a l  a c c i d e n t s , a n d  w h i l e  t h e  t o t a l  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  s u c h
a c c i d e n t s  m i g h t  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a n  u n r e a l i s t i c  o b j e c t i v e ,  a l l  a p p r o p r i a t e
precaut ions  cou ld  be  taken  to  guard  aga ins t  the i r  harmfu l  e f fec t s .

/ . . .
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37. Ecuador  cons idered  tha t  i t  was  v i ta l  to  promote  in ternat iona l
coopera t ion , a s  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  a t o m i c  r a d i a t i o n  w e r e  s o  s e r i o u s  a n d  extensiY!e
tha t  no  country , however  deve loped ,  would  be  ab le  to  app ly  a l l  th s  neces sary
safeguards and preventive measures. L i k e w i s e  t h e  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  t h e
nuc lear  sc iences  w i th  modern  l i f e  and  the  vu lnerab i l i ty  o f  human  be ings  and
the  env i ronment  to  nuc lear  rad ia t ion  cons t i tu ted  a  fur ther  argument  in  favour
o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n ,

38. Ecuador welcomed the l inks between the Scientif ic  Committee and other
bodies  o f  the  sys tem, in particular the United Nations Environment Programme
(UKEP), s i n c e  i t  w a s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  c u r r e n t
needs of mankind, the  need  to  preserve  and  protec t  the  env i ronment  and  the
ins i s ten t  demand  o f  the  peoples  o f  the  wor ld  for  pro tec t ion  f rom ca tas t rophes
o c c u r r i n g  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  n u c l e a r  a c c i d e n t s  a n d  f o r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f
appropr ia te  means  o f  dea l ing  wi th  the  r i sks  to  hea l th  and  we l l -be ing  caused  by
atomic  rad ia t ion .

39. A cruc ia l  issue as  far  a s  Ecuador  and  o ther  deve lop ing  countr ie s  were
concer,red w a s  t h e  n e e d  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  c o m p l e t e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  i r r e s p o n s i b l e
n u c l e a r  t e s t i n g , which his  country had sought, together with the members of
the Permanent Commission of  the South Pacif ic  Conference and other nations
equa l ly  threa tened  by  such  prac t i ces , i n  a l l  t h e  f o r u m s  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
community. The environmental  damage caused by such tests  and their  secondary
e f f e c t s  w e r e  b e y o n d  d i s p u t e ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s , each year protests  were made which
w e r e  e i t h e r  i g n o r e d  o r ,  a t  b e s t , s i m p l y  r e g i s t e r e d  b y  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
communi ty  wi thout  any  fur ther  show of  suppor t  for  a  pers i s ten t  rea l  and  fu l ly
j u s t i f i e d  c o n c e r n .

40. Ecuador was not  opposed to the increasingly common practict of  using
nuc lear  power  as  a  complementary  or  a l ternat i ve  energy  source ,  but  f i rmly
mainta ined  tha t  the  increas ing ly  pres s ing  need  for  sa fe  management  o f  sources
of  atomic energy to be guaranteed should be borne in mind,  and reaff irmed the
fundamenta l  pr inc ip le  tha t  nuc lear  power  shou ld  be  used  exc lus i ve ly  for
peacefu l  purposes  and  to  suppor t  the  in tegra l  deve lopment  o f  peoples .

41. Las t ly ,  Ecuador  suppor ted  the  dra f t  re so lu t ion  (A/SPC/46/L.2)  proposed  by
Belgium.

42. 8~~ FAZL-1-w  (Pakis tan)  sa id  tha t  the  deve lopments  which  had
trans formed  in ternat iona l  re la t ions  and  ushered  in  an  era  o f  mutua l
coopera t ion  prov ided  a  conduc ive  se t t ing  in  which  to  approach  cons truc t i ve ly
the  problem of  a tomic  rad ia t ion  and  the  threa t  i t  posed  to  humani ty . I n  t h a t
respect , Pakistan welcomed the announcement by President Bush of  the United
S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a  o f  t h e  unilat.eral  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  land-- a n d  s e a - b a s e d
tac t i ca l  nuc lear  weapons  and  the dec i s ion  o f  the  Sov ie t  Union  to  rec iprocate
wi th  s imi lar  measures .

43. With  the  ob jec t i ve  o f  keep ing  South  As ia  f ree  o f  nuc lear  weapons ,  the
Pr ime  Mini s ter  oE Paki s tan  had  recent ly  ca l l ed  for  consu l ta t ions  be tween  the

/ . *.
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Uni ted  Sta tes , the  Sov ie t  Union ,  China ,  India  and  Paki s tan  to  ensure  the
non-pro l i f era t ion  o f  nuc lear  weapons  in  the  reg ion . A concer ted  e f for t  needed
to  be  made to  proh ib i t  a l l  t ypes  o f  nuc lear  exp los ion . I n  t h a t  c o n t e x t ,
Paki s tan  welcomed the  in i t ia t i ve  o f  Pres ident  Gorbachev  o f  the  Sov ie t  Union  by
which  tha t  country  would  un i la tera l ly  re f ra in  f rom nuc lear  te s t ing  for  an
i n i t i a l  p e r i o d  o f  o n e  y e a r . F o r  i t s  p a r t , Paki s tan  suppor ted  the  ear ly
conclusion of  a  comprehensive Nuclear Test  Ban Treaty and s imilar regional  and
b i l a t e r a l  a g r e e m e n t s , s ince  such  measures  would  not  on ly  reduce  the  threa t  o f
nuc lear  contaminat ion  o f  the  env i ronment  but  would  a l so  s t rengthen  e f for t s  to
p r e v e n t  t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  nuclear  w e a p o n s .

44, Pakis tan  was  opposed  to  the  app l ica t ion  o f  d i scr iminatory ,  inequ i tab le
a n d  s e l e c t i v e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  the t r a n s f e r  o f  n u c l e a r  t e c h n o l o g y  f o r  p e a c e f u l
purposes, s ince  ne i ther  log ic  nor  reason  suppor ted  the  a s sumpt ion  by  cer ta in
nat ions  tha t  nuc lear  technology  was  a  panacea  for  a  se lec t  f ew and  not
b e n e f i c i a l  f o r  o t h e r  n a t i o n s .

45. I f  nuc lear  mishaps  and  resu l tant  devas ta t ion  were  to  be  aver ted ,  i t  was
i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e  industrial!zed  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s
s h o u l d  j o i n t l y  e n d e a v o u r  t o  a c h i e v e  t h a t  o b j e c t i v e  w i t h i n  a  r a t i o n a l  a n d
equitable framework. T h e  t r a g i c  a c c i d e n t  a t  C h e r n o b y l  i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  n e e d
f o r  g r e a t e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h a t  f i e l d .

46. The world faced two problems, o f  shr ink ing  energy  resources  and  ser ious I

env i ronmenta l  degradat ion  caused  by  the  use  of  fos s i l  fue l s . For c o u n t r i e s !
such as  Pakistan which were confronted with the problem of  an acute shortage I

o f  convent iona l  fue l s  and  energy  resources , the  t rans fer  o f  nuc lear  technology j

for  peace fu l  purposes  was  ind i spensab le , w h i l e  i t  a l s o  h a d  o t h e r  a p p l i c a t i o n s I

i n  t h e  m e d i c a l  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  f i e l d s . I

47. I n  t h a t  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  c o u n t r i e s  m u s t  e x t e n d  a s s i s t a n c e  t o
deve lop ing  countr ie s  in  the  main tenance  o f  nuc!ear reac tors  tha t  they  had
exported, a n d  r e f r a i n  f r o m  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  s a l e  o f  v i t a l  s p a r e  p a r t s . Concern
o v e r  n u c l e a r  n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n  s h o u l d  n o t  t h e r e f o r e  s e r v e  a s  a  p r e t e x t  f o r
depr iv ing  deve lop ing  countr ie s  o f  sa fe ty -re la ted  in format ion  on  nuc lear
i n s t a l l a t i o n s  o n  a  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  b a s i s . That was an approach which ran
counter  to  internaticnal  concerns  over  the  dangerous  e f fec t s  o f  atomic
r a d i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l l y  d i s a s t r o u s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  a  p o s s i b l e  a c c i d e n t
i n  a  n u c l e a r  i n s t a l l a t i o n . I n  t h a t  r e s p e c t , h i s  d e l e g a t i o n  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e
International  Atomic Energy Agency had taken an important  lead in order to
he lp  ensure  the  continl!ed  f low o f  sa fe ty -re la ted  in format ion ,  and  hoped  tha t .
tha t  process  would  be  fur ther  expanded  wi th  the  ob jec t i ve  o f  ach iev ing
a d e q u a t e  s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s  i n  n u c l e a r  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  w o r l d  w i d e .

40. I t  was  extremely  important  to  protec t  nuc lear  ins ta l la t ions  f rom armed
a t t a c k s , the  consequences  o f  which  cou ld  obv ious ly  be  d i sa s t rous .  An
impor tant  s tep  in  tha t  d i rec t ion  had  been  taken  in  South  Asia  with  the

/ . . .
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signature by India and Pakistan on 31 December 1988 of  the Islamabad Agreement
p r o h i b i t i n g  a t t a c k s  o n  e a c h  o t h e r ’ s  n u c l e a r  i n s t a l l a t i o n s . Ins t ruments  o f
ra t i f i ca t ion  had  s ince  been  exchanged .

49, In  conc lus ion ,  h i s  de legat ion  wi shed  to  commend the  Sc ient i f i c  Commit tee
f o r  i t s  v a l u a b l e  w o r k  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  i o n i z i n g  r a d i a t i o n  a n d  i t s  e f f e c t s  o n
human l i fe  and the environment, and  looked  forward  wi th  in teres t  to  the
conclusions of  the study currently being conducted by the Committee on medical
Qnd  occupat iona l  exposures  to  rad ia t ion . I t  a l so  we lcomed the  increased
cooperation between the Committee and UNEP and other special ized bodies,  and
u r g e d  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  t o  e n a b l e  i t  t o  f u l f i l  i t s  i m p o r t a n t
t a s k s .

50. Nr. MW (Federated  Sta tes  o f  Micrones ia ) ,  speaking  on  beha l f  o f  the
nine  nat ions  of  the  South  Pac i f i c  Forum - Aus tra l ia ,  the  Federated  Sta tes  o f
Micronesia, Fij i ,  the Marshall  Is lands,  Now Zealand,  Papua New Guinea,  Samoa,
Solomon Islands and Vanuatu - s a i d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  §outh P a c i f i c  r e g i o n
seemed far removed from global problems, i t  w a 6  s u b j e c t  t o  a  s i g n i f i c a n t
number of environmental  threats, including global  warming and cl imate change,
In  addi t ion , the  potent ia l  impact  o f  atomic  rad ia t ion  on  the  reg ion ,  where  a
nuclear  te s t ing  programme had  been  carr ied  out  over  the  pas t  three  decades ,
was a matter of  concern. Tests  conducted in the period up to 1974 had
r e s u l t e d  i n  a  d r a m a t i c  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  l e v e l s  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  r a d i a t i o n ,  a n d  in
particular of Strontium 90 and Caesium  137, which had serious effects  on human
h e a l t h . Radia t ion  leve l s  had  dec l ined  s ince  the  terminat ion  o f  a tmospher ic
testing in 1974, but  the  longer- term e f fec t s  o f  such  rad ia t ion  would  have  to
be continuously monitored.

51, The South Pacif ic  Forum was also concerned about the continuation by
France of an underground nuclear test ing programme  in the Tuamotu Archipelago
to  the  eas t  o f  the  Cook I s lands . In  the  communiqu6  conta ined  in  the  annex  to
document A/46/344 the Forum had expressed its deep dismay at the French
G o v e r n m e n t ’ s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  i t s  n u c l e a r  t e s t i n g  programme i n  t h e  S o u t h  P a c i f i c
would not  be affected by its decision to become a party to the Nuclear
Non-Prol i fera t ion  Treaty . The Forum had reiterated i ts  f irm and unceasing
opposit ion co  nuc lear  te s t ing  in  the  reg ion . In that  regard the Forum had
agreed to give consideration to an expanded programme of  opposit ion to
France’s  nuc lear  te s t ing  in  the  reg ion . I t  had  sugges ted  tha t  the  South
Pacif ic  Regional  Environmental  Programme should play a central  role in
monitor ing and  eva lua t ing  the  env i ronmenta l  impact  o f  nuc lear  te s t ing  in  the
reqion. The short message of the Forum communiqu6 was that French nuclear
test ing must  be  f i rmly  opposed  unt i l  France  ceased  i t s  nuc lear  test ing
programme. Whi le  a  recent  ana lys i s  under taken  by  the  In ternat iona l  Atomic
Energy Agemy at Mururoa had concluded that there was no evidence of
s i g n i f i c a n t  r a d i a t i o n  l e v e l s , g i v e n  t h e  f r a g i l e  a t o l l  e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  w h i c h  t h e
n u c l e a r  t e s t s  w e r e  c a r r i e d  o u t  i t  w a s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  a c c e p t  uncriClcally  a n y
assuratxes  regard ing  the  overa l l  sa fe ty  o f  the  te s t ing  programme
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52. The underground cavit ies  at  Mururoa contained the poisonous remains of
o v e r  109 n u c l e a r  e x p l o s i o n s , equivalent to 100 Hiroshima bombs. Given the
l o n g  l i f e  o f  r a d i o a c t i v e  m a t e r i a l s , there  cou ld  be  no  guarantee  tha t  they
w o u l d  s t a y  f o r e v e r  s e a l e d  w i t h i n  t h e  a t o l l  w i t h o u t  p o l l u t i n g  t h e  o u t s i d e
environment. D e s p i t e  c l a i m s  b y  F r a n c e  a b o u t  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  i t s  n u c l e a r  t e s t i n g
programme, neither the Atkinson Report  of  1983 nor the United Natious
Comprehensive Study on Nuclear Weapons ruled out the possibi l i ty  of  accidental
damage  or  longer- term re lease  o f  atomic  rad ia t ion .

53. In  the  broader  context , t h e  S o u t h  P a c i f i c  c o u n t r i e s ’  s t e a d f a s t  o p p o s i t i o n
t o  n u c l e a r  t e s t i n g  o f  a n y  s o r t  w a s  b a s e d  o n  o t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a8 w e l l  a s
those  o f  an  env i ronmenta l  na ture . I t  was  the  embodiment  o f  the i r  s t rong ly
he ld  v iew tha t  there  was  s imply  no  p lace  fo r  nuc lear  weapons  in  the i r  reg ion .
Hence the importance they attached to the early achievement of  a Comprehensive
Nuclear Test-Elan Treaty, the  suppor t  they  gave  to  nuc lear  d i sarmament  e f for t s
and  non-pro l i fera t ion  and  the i r  oppoa i t ion  to  proposa l s  to  dump nuc lear  waete
i n  t h e i r  r e g i o n . A l l  t h o s e  c o n c e r n s  w e r e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d
reg iona l  forums  and  in  var ious  reg iona l  arrangements .

54. Mr. Sm ( F r a n c e ) , s p e a k i n g  i n  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  r i g h t  o f  r e p l y ,  s a i d
t h a t  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  A u s t r a l i a , Ch i l e  and  the  Federated  Sta tes  o f
M i c r o n e s i a ,  i n  t h e i r  s t a t e m e n t s , had  ques t ioned  the  nuc lear  tes t ing  carr ied
out  by  h i s  country  in  French  Polynes ia .

55. In order to maintain an independent defence system, France had no
a l t e r n a t i v e  b u t  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  d e t e r r e n t  c a p a c i t y  w h i c h ,  t o  b e  c r e d i b l e ,  m u s t
i n c o r p o r a t e  a l l  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  t e c h n i c a l  a d v a n c e s . For  tha t  reason ,  France  had
t o  p u r s u e  its n u c l e a r  t e s t i n g  a s  a n d  w h e n  r e q u i r e d  b y  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  n e e d s .  I t
was  prec i se ly  in  re la t ion  to  those  requ irements  tha t  France  had  dec ided  to
reduce  the  number  o f  te s t s  f rom e ight  to  s ix  a  year .

56. The  nuc lear  te s t ing  was  carr ied  out  in  a  par t  o f  French  terr i tory  which
w a s  e m i n e n t l y  suitable - e s p e c i a l l y  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  - f o r  c a r r y i n g  o u t
experiments, which were always underground and would not endanger the
i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n , t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  t h e r e ,
or the environment.

57. T h a t  h a d  b e e n  f r e e l y  v e r i f i e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  b y  a  n u m b e r  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
s c i e n t i f i c  m i s s i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s . The  most  recent  mis s ion  for
comparing radioactivity measurements had been carried out  in  March 1991 by
t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  l a b o r a t o r i e s  c o n c u r r e n t l y , one  o f  them from the  In ternat iona l
Atomic Energy Agency. The  resu l t s  would  be  pub l i shed  shor t ly  under  the
ausp ices  o f  the  Agency. The measurements carried out  by those missions showed
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o r  l e v e l  o f  a r t i f i c i a l
rad ioac t i v i ty  in  the  approaches  to  the  Mururoa  and  Fangataufa  siteti and  thoso
e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e  S o u t h  P a c i f i c  o r  t h e  S o u t h  A t l a n t i c .

/ . .*
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. . (Mt. Stefanini. France ) 

58. What was more, France's policy of transparency and dialogue was not 
merely a matter of receiving scientific missions; it involved an annual report 
by the Secretary-General on the number and date of nuclear tests, an annual 
report by the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic 

Radiation, an invitation to French and foreign personalities to visit the 
site, and, since May 1990, a report after every test on the capacity of the 
device used and the setting up of a permanent observatory for monitoring the 
environment in the South Pacific. Not many States were so open on that 
subject. 

59. When General Assembly resolution 44/119 was adopted, France had secorded 
the reasons why it had not been able to comply with the obligations of the 
South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty (Treaty of Rarotonqa). France's 
position in that respect had not changed. 

60. &. RX&D (Australia), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, said 
that, as explained earlier, she did not agree with the representative of 
France that his country's nuclear testing had no long-term effects on the 
environment. 

61. However, Australia's position was based not only on environmental 
considerations but also on its opposition to nuclear testing in any region, as 
was clear from its support for a comprehensive treaty on the prohibition of 
nuclear testing. Her Government therefore welcomed the announcement of the 
Governments of the United States of America and the Soviet Union and hoped 
that progress would be made towards the destruction of nuclear arsenals and 
the reduction of nuclear testing. 

62. The CHAIRMAN said that a decision would have to be taken on the draft 
resolution in document A/SPC/46/L.2, whose sponsors had now been joined by 
Canada, Costa Rica, India, New Zealand, Portugal and Spain. If there were no 
objections, he would take it that the Committee wished to adopt the draft 
resolution without a vote. 

. 63. The draft resoluuon in document A1SPV461L.2 was adopted bv cons- . 

64. The CHAIRMAN said that the Committee had concluded its discussion of 
agenda item 70. It would in due course submit a report on the subject to the 
General Assembly. 

The meetinu rose at 11.40 a.m. 


