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REQUEST FOR THE INCLUSION OF AN ADDITIONAL ITEM
IN THE AGENDA OF THE NINTH REGULAR SESSION: ITEM
FROFOSED BY IHE SECRETARY-GENERAL

COMMERORATION OF THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNITED NATIONS
IR 1955

Letter dated 10 December 1954 addvessed to the President of the
o Genersl Assembly by the Secretary-Gemeral . - =

New York, 10 December 1954
I have the honour to request you %o include in the agende of ‘the ninth
regular session of the General Assembly the .following additionsl iteum:
"Commemoration of the tenth anniversary of the United Netions in 1955,"
I attach coples of an explanatory memworandum on this subject together with

two annexes containing documents relevant to the consideration of the question by
_the General Assembly.

(Signed) Dag HAMMARSKJOLD
Secretary-General

5h-33932.
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COMMEMORATION OF THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE UNITED MATIONS IN 1955

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1. The Secretariat has received numerous indications of public interest
regarding the plens of the United Nations for & suitable commemoration of the
tenth anniversery of the signing of the Unitéd Netions Cherter in Sen Francisco
on 26 June 1945 end of the Cherter's coming imto foree on 24 October 1945, As
regards the latiter dete, the General Assemﬁly decided, at 1ts second reguler
session in 1947 (resolution 168 (II)), that 24 October should be cbserved es
United Nations Day, and in view of the increasing interest and widening
perticipation in successive observances of United Natioms Day throughout the
world, it may be anticipated that the observance of United Nations i)ay in the
tenth year of the Organization will meet with still greater success in promoting
wider publie interest in the purposes and the work of the United Nations.

2. Indeed it is guite probsble that, in sddition to the gbove two dates,
public-gpirited citizens in various countries will tend to foecus attention on
the role of the United Netions in world affairs on appropriste occasions
throughout its tenth anniversary yesr and in connexion with mesningful dates

as regards their own country's pasrticipation in the work of the United Natlons.
3. 'The Secretery-Ceneral feels that all such commemorative efforts deserve
encoura.gement by the Governments of Mem'ber States from the point of view of
public und.ersta.nding of internationel issues and of popular support for efforts to
strengtnen. mtema‘hional co~operation in all fields of humen endeavour,

L, The SBeeretary-General believes that the tenth anniversary of the signing of
the Charter in Sen Frencisco on 26 June 1911»5 offers an opportunity for special
observance by the United Natlons as a whole, which merits the sympethetic
consideration of the General Asseubly.

5. It will be recalled that, during the closing deys of the United Nations
Conference on International Organizaetion at San Franclseco in 19#5 , the officiels
of that cijt;y'- extended an invitation %o the United Netions to reburn {o "
Sen Francisco for & fitting commemoration of its benth anniversary in 1955.

The Secrelmry-Genergl is in receipt of a commmication from Mayor Elmer E.Robinson
of San Francisco referring to resoluticns passed by 4he Boerd of Supervisors,
inviting the United Nations to that Clty for & £iiting commemorstion
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of the: tenth anniversary of the signing of thé éharter in'ooetings of &pproximately
two weeks! duration culminating on Charter Day,. 26-&une. |
6. The general satisfaction of all delegations with the arrangewents and warm .
hospitality provided by the City in 19&5, and the continuing interest over the ::
decade of the citizens of San Francisco and the eres in the United Nations,%
provide & basis for the current invitation of San Francisco to the United Nations.
T+ 'The provisional plan, as suggested by, Clty officials and eivie leaders and
~discussed with the Secretery-General and his representatives, would provide for
meetings and appropriaste cultural events covering the period from 13 tov26 June.
The commemoration would centre sround the role of the United Netions and the -
specialiZed egencies 4in world affairs during the oast decade and in the future.
The progrsmme would be divided into two .major perts, the first covering the |
period from 1% to 22 June inclusive and consisting of well planned programmes in
which delegates, as well es distinguished scholars, public figures and senlor
mewbers of the Secretariat would.participate.vLThe events ﬁggld oopoist of
sewinars, panel.discusslons and large public meetings. 'Tﬁe general approach in
the treatment of subject matter would be funcilonal, conoisting of en anelysis of
world problems and futuvre trends and of the role of the orgahiZed internationgl'
commﬁnity in:this context. An effort would be made %o avoid'emphasio on elther !
orgenizational structure or on the cataloguing of organizétional activitlies,

8. The second period - from 23 to 26 June - in comfrast to the firgiphase, would
be officiel in character and would be conducted in the form of meetings
participated in by Members of the General Assembly, These meetings would be
devoted to & general debate in which the representatives, including Foreign
Ministers, would interpret the policies of their Governments on world affalrs in
relstion to the past, present and possibie future role of the’United Nétions in
the various aspects of its work.

-9« Civic leeders plan to print a commemorstive volume consieting of speeches and
s proceedings of the meetings in the conviction.that the entire programme will
ﬂcommand the participation of people of high rank and couwpetence in their fields.

10, The Secretary-General shares the belief of the City officiels that the
meetings could be so arranged as to have en appreciable effect, through the medis

-of public information, upon world publice opinion in relation to the United Nations.

11. As for material arrangements snd coste, the City of San Francisco, through
its Board of Supervisors, has allocated $150,000 to the commemoration meetings,
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-which w:Lll cover the costs of the renova.tion of ‘nuildings, the installaetion of
nacessary equipment, local hospita.lity and trensportation ’ (cultural events and
exhibits and travel, expenSea of apecial guaata. '

12, Ino ::ea.qhing a decision with regar& %o the invita.tion, the Genera.l ASaembly
will wish to have, before it recommandations from ‘the Aﬂviaory committee on
Administrative vand. Budgetary Q,uerb:lons a.ml the Fifth comm:lttee regard.:tns coets
which the United. Ne.tions might he expected to bear.

13/ While this.gpeciel meeting of the Assembly i¢ sui genaris , the tmi‘aed Na.'hionl
has an interest’. in assuring 1ts success if it s unaer'baken. The Sacretary-
General considers that it wquld. be appropriate for the Assemhly to authorize
payment of the travel expenses of a.t least one repreeentst.ive from each’ Member
State. The presence. of members of the Becreteriet would be required for ‘
participation in the i’irat phase of the programme and for limited servicing of
the weetings,.,: ., . ' ‘
1k, Abtached in annex. I 1a the text of the letter de.ted 7 December 1954 from’
'bhe Mayor .of, San Franciseo, transmitteﬂ. t-hrough 'bhe United States Bepresenta‘bive
to the United Nations, exter;ding a formel .’mvita.tion to 'hhe United Natiods to~
hold in San Francisco & fitting commemora'hion of -bhe tenth anniversary of the
signing of the United Nationa Charter, Annex II con‘ba.ins 'bhe text of s draft
resolution fox conlideration by the General Assembly in connexion wi*bh 'this itew,
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ANNEX I

LETTER DATED 7 DECEMBER 1954 FROM THE MAYOR OF THE CITY
OF SAN FRANCISCO ADDRESSED TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
THE UNITED NATIONS

(TRANSMITTED TO THE SECRYTARY-GENERAL BY THE REPRESENTATIVE
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA' TO THE URITED WATIONS)

The City of San Frencisco, birthplace of the United Nations, considering
thet it is appropriate to hold & meeting of the United Nations General Asseubly
in Sen Frencisco during the year 1955, which marks the tenth anniversery of the
Tounding of the United Nations, does hersby formally extend to sald United Nations
a cordial invitation to hold in Sen Fremelseo a Pitting commemoration of the
tenth anniversary of the signing of the United Nations Charter, for a period of
approximately two weeks, culminating on 26 June 1955.

The invitetion hereby extended is forwarded by me pursuent to resolution of
the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of Sen Francisco, duly adopted on
6 Deceuber 195L.

3

(Signed) Elmer E. ROBINSON
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ANNEX II
TRART REGOTITPTON

The Getreral Assembly, .

Recalling that the Cherter of the United Nations was. signed on 26 June.19h5 .
in San Frencisco and that it ceme into Porce on 24 October 1945,

Considering that both the tenth anniversery of the signing of the Cherter and
the tenth anniversary of its coming imto.force on the date which the General
Agseubly has deslgnated as United Nations Dey provide fitting occaslons to
promocte greeter understanding of the pufpoaes end of the work of the United Nationg

1. Cells upon the Governments of all Member States end invites the
Governments of non-Member States to glve all appropriate support to programmes in
their owm countrles designed to commemorate the tenth enniversary of the
United Nations in 1955 by furthering public discussion of the role of the
United Nations end i1ts specialized agencies in world affairs;

2., Invites the speclalized agenciles of the United Nations to participate
in the world-wide observences of the tenth anniversary in 1955 and to co-ordinate
their plans with those of the United Nations;

3 Invites the non-governmental orgenizetions having consultative status
with the Unlted Nations and all others whose objectives include support for the
United Nations to lemd thelr asssistance in ghese observances;

4, Accepts the invitation of the City of San Frencisco end thanks the
officials and the people of that City for thelr hospitality;

5. Decides to commemorate the tenth enniversary of the signing of the
Charter Iin the Clty of San Francisco by holding e series of weetings for
approximately two weeks, culminating in a four-day comemnorative meeting of
Mewbers of . the General Assewbly from 23 to 26 June 1955;

6» Regueﬁts the Secretery-General to develop the programme of the above
commemorative meetings in consultation with the eilvic euthorities of the City of
San Francisco; end, to this end,

Te  Authorizes the Secretary-General to conclude an agreemént with the
City of San Francisco on the allocation of costs relating to the holding of
these meetings;
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8. .'Authorizes the paymwent of the travel expenses of one representative of
each Member from the permenent duby station, whether st Beadquarters, the
capitel city or elsevhere, to San Francisco and return;

9. Authorizes the payment of travel end subsistence expenses of such
‘metbers of the Secretariet and the peyment of such other expenses as the
Secre‘bary-Genéral may deem necessary.

- -






