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On express instructions fron my Government, I have the honour to write to
you with reference to the fetter of tB November ]ast addressed to you by the

Minlster for l,oreign Affairs of cuba., Mr. Raul Rca, lrith th€ request that it shou-ld

be circulated- to all Members of the United Nations (A/[58]) ' fn that letter'
Mr. Roa denounces the nava] and air patrol carried out by united states forces
afong the Caribbean coast near the States of Guatenala and. Nicaragua, at the

request of the Gcvernnents of those States.
Mr. Roa says that the purpose of this patrol is "to- support the dictatorial

regines of Guatemala and Nicaragua which are facing conflicts that a]'e lllatters
exclusively within their donestic jurlsdictlon". After a seri-es of fafse
assertions, he concludes that the nobj-lization of those folces narks the beginning

of concerted action against the Government and people of Cuba by the Unlted

States' in which it counts on help from the Goverrnents of Gnatenala and'

Nicaragua.
I shall confine mysel-f necessarlly to the charges xnade by Mr' Roa against

the Governnent of Guatemala .

As the Guaternalan delegation felt it necessary to e:cpose to th€ Genera]

Assernbly, our Governaent is fulfy avare of the activities carrj.ed on by the

cuban GovernneDt, in connlvance vith certain Guatem.lans of the coriaunist
persuasion, with a view to overthroving the constitutional- regine of

General Miguel ydigoras Fuentes, the Presi- lent of the Republic, and to replacing

it by one which would be a J-ellica in alL respects of the legine uhich at present

iontrols the destinies of the unfortunate people of cuba ' It 1s no seeret that
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the Revol-ut ionaxy Goverment of cuba, wlth the her.p of the soviet union and of
the Peoplers Republlc of Chlna, is trying to erport its revolution to the other
nations of this contlnest in order to introd.uce comnunlsm into our countries.
That is proved- by the constant anrl systematic agitation stirred up not on-].y in
central- .r'rderiea but in oth€r Latin-Amerlcan countries vhich have democratic
constitutiona.r Governments. cuba has become the operational head-quartexs for al_l
this agitation ancl propaganda.

fhe exposure by the Government of Guatemal-a vas fu_l-l-y confirned., a fer,r d.ays
.l-aterr by the niritary revort !^rhich broke out on r-, Novenber and was found to
have li''lis outside the country. fn the face of this situation and. in order to
protect its coasts fTon an in'ninent invasion that had ar-ready been announced, the
Goverrment of Guatemala, exercising tbe right of sel-f_defence, requested the
assistance of th€ united. states in patror-ling its coasts within the legaJ- ri,,i-ts.
It had- a right to make this request, as a sovereign act and. in conforu.ity vith
the guarantee, in A't1cle 51 0f the charter, of the inherent right of self-defence,
a provision closel-y related to article I of the rnter-American lreaty of Reciprocar
Assistance, which states that an armed attack agarnst an American state sharl be
considered- an attack against alr, and. that each one of the Farties undertakes to
assist in neeting the attack in exercise of the right Teferred. to in Articr-e 5f
of the Charter of the United. Nations. This provident measure kept, the
Guatemalan confl_ict within its ovn domestic boundat,ies.

A]-though there is a great readiness today to pin labeLs on Goverrments., it is
absr'u'd- and' distressing that t"h. Roa, speaking on behal-f of the "Revol-utionary
Goverfilent of Cubd,", shoukl call_ the Guatenalan Government a ttdictatorship.,,
In our Latin AnerLcan envlrorment, we are vel-l- aware of lrhat a " d.ictatorshi-p,t is,
and' there is no need for senantics to prove to the people vhen a dictatorship
exists or d'oes not exist. rf, in a general vay, a dictatorship is a Government
functioning outsi.de the constitutionar r-aws of a countTy, the constitutionat
Governroent of General Miguel ydlgoras Fuentes ls not a ilictatorship, and. the
"Revofutionary Govelnment of cubart is. president Miguer. ydrgoras Fuentes vas
el-ected by the wil]. of the people, i-n the freest el_ections held. in my country.
The Constitutj-on by vhich we are govelcned. was promul-gated before he came into
pover, and. the otber constitutionar organs were alread;r functionrng and have been
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renewed by constitutional rceans. lie have a Parll-a$ent freely elected by the
people, in r,rhich the opposition has a voice in al1 State business, and there is a

compl-eteLy independent Judiciary, appointed. in accordance with the Constitution.
In my country there is fu-l-l- freedom of the Press, of industry and fabour, as wefl
as al-I fl-rndar-nental- freedoms, such as freedom of movement, without the need for
dxastic measures to prevent our nationa.ls fTom leaving the country. There is no

confiscation of any kind., and the judgenent s of our courts are reuderetl 1n

accordance vith alue process cf law, and not at tLre vhirtr of a dictator. It is an

exceed.ingly strange epithet, therefore, that !lr. Roa applie s to a }egitimate
Goverffdent, and like a boomerang, it flies back against the person who hurl-ed. it.i
for we knov of course what master he serves.

Now that the Government of GuaternaJ-a has exposetl the pl-ot being hatched agalnst
it in cuba, and- non that the Cuban Government, to conceal its lntentions, has tried
to impl-icate Guatemal-a ln r,rhat it ca.lJ.s a concerted. lnternationaL action against
it, ny Government I s repeated offer st j.11 stands, narnely, that these activities
should be investigated aJ-ike in both countries - an offer which the Government of
Cuba, for obvious reasons, had. never been wil-].ing to accept. It remains for those
who can judge dispassionatefy to decide vho is i.n the right.

I have the honour to request you, lr'Ir. Fresj.dent, to arrange for thi6 l-etter
to be circulated to al-l defegations at this Assembl-y, in the sane marmer as

Mr. Roars letter was circulated-.

(Signed) Al-berto Herrarte
Permanent Representative of Guatemaf a

to the United- Nations




