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I. At the ?79th to 78lrd. and. ?B5th to 787th neetings., the Fifth Comlittee

considered. agerda iten 59 on the public inforrnatlon activlties of ttre united

Natlons. The Coilnittee had before it a progress report of tbe Secretary-Genera]

(al\\zg) outl-inirg the action taken ir inpfenenting General Asserobly

resolution 1405 (XIV) of I Decenber :r9rg, as well aE a related.,repolt of the

Advisory Colrulttee on Adninistrative and- Budgetary Questions'r
?. Most delegations were in agreenent wlth the conclusion of the Ad'visory

connittee that "a signiflcant effort is being nade to strergtben information

services in the field. ulthout inpairlng the ovel-afl- ceDtral dilection of tbe

prograrne or the presert facil-ities at lleadquarters fo]! representatives of l0edia

of nass ccnnunication, while keeping total expend'iture at about $5 roillion' as

requested by the Gereral Assernbly" (a/l+]+c8, para' !o)' They corsid-ered that a

firu start bad. been nad.e in giving effect to the three ualn obiectlves of Generaf

Assenbly resolution l-4C5 (xIV) of ]- Decenber 1959: dec entralizatlon of public
j-nfornation activities and. the establlshnent of new centres; ad.equate regional

representaticrt at the poticy-naking level both at Eeadquarters and in the

inforrnation centres; and reasonabl-e budgetary stabilization ' fhey pointed to the

facts that three new infoflnation centres had been opered ir 1960' and eigbt
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that infornatlon nateriar- was adaptea in every case to the 10ca1 id.io'j that
the top posts in the office of pubrtc rrfofination at Headquarters v.ere no* her_cl by
staff of nire different nationatlties dravn from flve continerts, hite the
Profes'ional- staff of OpI as a hol_e vas nade up of forty_one natlonalities; and
that, despite autonatic and other factors of increase betveen the years, budgetary
experditure uas a8air planned for 1961 at the tevef of about $5 nillion ret
approved for 1960.

t' Appreciative refexence was also nade to arnex rrr to tlle budget estiaates2/
i! r^trich, as requ€sted. in General Assenbly resolution 1\o, (Xff), the Secretary_
General- had. outfined the totar rnforrnation progxanmes that were pr-arned. for r96f,
together with tlre cost estfunates of the differenr projects. A sirnlr-ar subnission
wou-ld be nade arnua]ry in ord.er to furuish the con:mittee with the fulest possible
infornatlon, even though an iten on public infornation vou-]d not, in tlle
Secretary-Geri eral ts und.eretandj.ng, find. a peruanert pl-ace or the Cornittee,s
agenda.

4' sone defegatlons were nevertheless di.ssatisfied., or a nunbex of courts, with
the resu-l-ts dis'cr-osed rn the secretary-Gen erar r s report. rn their opinion, fittte
r:e*ard had been paid to the provisions of Ge):reraf Assenbfy resor-ution 1!o5 (xrv)r
and oPr vas so heavily d.oniEated by nationals of the uriited states of Anerica
and the tr'trestern Por\rers as to cornpronise its inpartiafity. one resu.rt of this .!ras

blased' treatnent of subjects in the united Nations Review and other pubricatlons.
5' As regards the fever- of el$erditu,re, so&e deregati.ons consrdered the figure
of $5 nilr-ior to be excessive in relation to the annuaJ- outfay on technicar-
assistance tr)rogra$nes. [he suspension of the urrelayed. short_vave broadcasts,
T\'hlch the conmittee of rxperts had. recorrmerded in rplg (A/:)gzg, para. 260), would
aloue save $l-oorcoo; but, even apart frou financia-L considerations, 1t vas

DIothers:/ would be set up 1! l96Lj that d.eterelned efforts had been mad.e to ensure

4 At the TBoth neetirg, the secretary-Genera| s representative irforned theCo[mittee that it \^,as lntended., urder revised pr-posals, to open .fght, -
lnBtead of thTee, new centres in 1961 vithin the approved. budlet ltnitfor that year. Five of the centres woufd be situated. in Africa, and. oneeach ln Asia, Eastern Europe ard Latin Anerica.

!
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inlroper for the Secretariat to bean broad.casts to a State urless an agreelneDf

had been concluded with that state or with bload.casting gystenrs withln it8
territories. A curtailJent of activities at the laxger iDfortration centres and.

at llead.quarters was another possible source of substantial econony'

6. Many other delegations took a d.ivergent position. The hope was expressed

that, as regard.s the unrel-ayed. broadcasts, the Menber Sta'tes concerned' $ou-ld

reconsider their attitude and., as d-esired by the Genera]- Assenbly, co-operate

1n glvfug publ-icity to Ubited' Natlous activities. Faj'fing such actlon, the

duratlon and. frequency of the broadcasts night, as proposed by the Secretary-

Genera}, be reduced. j-n the interest of econouy' It was generatly agreed. tbat the

sltuation i.n relation to the geographical distribution of staff cal-led., as ir
otLler departnents of the Secretariat, for inpxovenent'

7. Opinion vas divid-ed. on the policy to be folfowed vith regard to ttre network

of inforuatj.on centres in view of the expaldirg actlvities of the o]'ganizatior

and. the adnission of new Mer0ber states, It was agreed tbat infornation activities
should be developed both geographlcal-l-y, to cover wj-der areaS, and qual-itativelyt
to rneet the special Deed.s of the ne$ Meuber States. In adtlitj-on, there was the

need-, in the interests of tbe Organization, to naintain public inforuatior
activltieB i! nore d.eve.loped countries to satisfy the ever-gro!'ring d'ernand in

those countries for j-nforEation about the United Nations. Some d.el-egations noted

with approval the arxangenents afread.y nade or in prospect for llnking infornatlo!
facilitleswithofficesoftheTechnicalAssistarceBoardorotherofflcesof
the United. Natlons and. specialized agencies'

8. The conrnlttee vel_cor4ed the suggestion of tbe secretaly-General concerning the

pogsibility of produclng more United Natiors naterial in the Arabic l-aDguage' A

simil-arpolicyinregard.totheAfricanlanguagesshoufdbestudied'Inanycase''
it r€.s hoped that' there woul-d be an i.ncrease ln the number of rad'io broadcasts and

television progrannes in llhose lariguages '
9. fhe balarce of opinior in the Coffnittee favoured' the Secretary-Gen eral rg

Droposal that the United Nations Reviews shou.ld not be converted to quarterly

publications. Ihe ConrrDittee roted with approval the p18'r for prod-ucing the Brgli'sh

edition of the unj.ted- Nations Beview - and pogsibly the French and slaDish ed.itlons

)
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al-so - ln a lighter-weight fornat sultable for pronpt ald econonical distTibution
by air freight. sin arry, the transfex of the strani.h Language pubfications
service to the Tnfomation centre in Mexico city - to foru tLre editoriar- productior
centre of La Revlsta de Ias Naciones Unidas and. cther Str)anish 1anguage
publicatiors - vas generafry \.relcoued. as evldence ot the ir'portance attached to
llngulstic and- cu-r-tura1 factors in publ-ic irfornation. part of the contents of
la Revista would be "regionalized" by featuring united Nations actlvities in
Latiu Anerica rithout, howeve', foslng sight of the r,rorfd objectives of the
Organizatio!. In this as in other sectors of OpI work, knowl-edge of the language
was not enough; it had to be suppleeented by political- urderstand.ing and_ inslght.
The French edition of the Revlew night welt aerve as a rnodef in that respect.
10. At the ?B5th neeting of tlie Conmittee, the folfowing draft
resolution (1,/C.>/f .6tl lRev. J- ) vas subrnltted by Afghanistan, Burna, Chad, chana,
fnd.ohesia, Iran, Traq, Japan, Lebanon, Morocco, Fakistan, Sonalia, Sud.an, TD6o,
f\.misla, United Arab Repubfic, yernen end yugosl_avla:

"rns_Cg erar l"eer4l,

^- ^ "htilg,Ytth apPry. the reports of the secretary-Gen erar of<) 
^ugus'E -Lybu or pubfic infomatlor activities of the united Nation s (tt/\\zg),

I

I

'ISS"ff:g its resol_utions fO86
l-J Decenber lpl8 and_ tto5 (XIV) of I
establ_ishr0ent of ilfornation centres
neasures to be fol-lowed. in the fiefd

(XI) of 2-L Decenber rgj6, L335 (XTII) of
Decenber f9t9 relating to the
and setting out the basic policy
of public inforaation activitles.

_ 'rNoti-lg furtner the progress achieved. in the inpfenentation of theaDove-nentioned resol-ut j.on s,

"Having regard to the increased eeubership of the Afrr.can states intne uniEd-MEf6ill

"Welconing the Secretary- Gen eral rs
open dEf;E-E-61- eight new infornation
eastern Europe, one in Asia and" flve in

"trbptrasizi"ng the inportance of the d.issernlnation of inforuation on theUnlted Nations obj ectives and_ actfi,-ities in those regions r,/here nassinfornatj.on nedla are l_ess developed, partlcularly ir the Trust and Non_Self-Governing Territories,

anrouncernent of the irtention to
centres, one in latin Anerica, one irr
Africa,
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"lsggglfg the Secretary-cer era1, iD corsu-ltation with the Consul-tatlve
Panel on Pubfic Infornation and the Ad.visorv Cor.:aittee on Ad:linistrative
and Eudgetary Questions as appropriate:

"1, To give high priority to the opening of infornation centres or
arrangirg for ad.equate infornation facilities in the less-d.eYeloped areas,particufarfy in the newl-y irdeperd.ent countries and Trust and. Non-Setf-
Governing Territories, by effecting econonies in other directions;

"2. To intensify his efforts to achieve a r.ore effective regional-
representatioh at the poficy-naking fevel of the offlce of public rnfornati.on;

"1. To report to the General Assenbly at its sixteenth sesslon on
the progreBs nade in inplenenting tbe presert resol-ution. "

1f. At the sane neeting) the follotring anendmerts to the joirt d].aft
resolution (,A/C.51L.6r7 lRev.I ) were proposed.:

/\(a) By E"hhiopia (A/e.r/L.6"O), Ir operative Iraragraph 1, to repJ-ace the
phrase "by effectibg econonies in other directions'r by the phrase "by effectirg
a1r necessary ecoronies ir: accordarce Lrith the prepond.erance of views expressed
by d.elegations et the fifteenth session;"

(b) By Canada and the Unj.ted. Kinedon of Greet Britaln and Noxttrern Ireland
(A/C.5/L.6a9): To insert the foflowlng new operative paragraph l:

"To continue to pl-an the publlc infornatlon prograurreS on the principfe
of naxirnur efficiency and rninimun cost, vithin a net budget of $5rOOOrCOOj"

and. to renumber tLre existing operative paragraph J.
L2. The authors of the latter anendnent (A/C.5/L.6fg) accepted a suggestion for
the insertion of the word 'rabout'r before the figure $5,OCO,OCO.
It. The representative of Ethiopia said that vhile his delegatiorj was in favour
of the d.raft resolution (A/C.5/t.6t7/iev.1) generally, it had proposed an
anendrrent (A/C.51L.62O) to operative paragraph I o! tLre grourd_ that the words
"in other dlrectlons" were open to misint expretation.
14. The relresentative of rrelald. suggested. the inse]-tion after the word. I'effortsrr
ln operatlve paragraph 2 of the dJaft resol-ution of the r^rords "in accordarce with
Artlcle lol of the Charter". The additior of such a phrase would strengthen the

I paragraph by giviug it the fuff '.reight of the Charter lrovision.
]J
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L5. fhe United States representative suggested" the addition at the end of
operative paragraph I of the fol-lo'wing: "witbout inpairing llhe over-a]l cerltral
directlor of the urited. Natior:s inforrnation progranne, the present facilities fol
the representatives of nedia of naes connunication, or other essential activities".
ilis suggestion was designed. to nake it cleal' that the Secletary-Gen eral wou,1d .ot
be required. to elininate conpletely al-I unrelayed- broadcasts or infornatio! centres

in devel-oped. courtries. He woul-d. not, hoveve1', press the arnendment if he cou-1d be

.assured that there would be no inpairnent of essertlal services.
16. Representatives of the Secretary-General- lointed. out that the budgetary

Iinitatlon of 'rabout $5 nittion" erjoined. upon the Secretary-General in l-ast yearts

Tesolution had been confined. to the year 1950. He had revertheless, of hls own

accord., planned. the f95f programmes of public infornation upon the sane restrictive
basis. There ere certain itens - some were ].isted. j.n his budget foreword, at
paragraph 29 - over which the Secretary-Gen eral- coul-d- exercise a reasonable d.egree

of control; others nere inescapable and r.rnforesees.ble additions to the total- bill:
for exanple, price increases affecting wage rates and. other cortractual
obligatiors as well as changes in salary scales or post ad"iustnents. The power

of absorbing a series of such ltems in the years f96O ard 1951 had afready been

strained, and the time was approaching vhen the expenditure l-j.nit couJ.d" be

nairtained orly at the expense of activities vhich d.elegations held to be essential,
either at Ileadquarters or in the fie.l-d-. Ttte choice before the Sec retary-Generaf
would then be elther to propose an increase in expend.iture or to i.nvite the Fifth
Ccnnittee to specify the activlties that shoutd be deferred, curtailed. or
e].ini-nated.
f?. ft was 6tated. on beha.lf of the Secretary-General that the obiectives of the
twenty-Power draft resolution wou]-d. be attained - to the d.egree posslble - tttrougb

cbanges in the order of priorities or through reallocations of personnef, and not
in weys that might inpair the centraf directlon of the programne or interfere
with essential activlties. As regards paragrapb 2, he wou]-d cortinue the efforts
he had always exerted. in accordarce with paragraph J of Article lof of tlle
Charl,er. fn view, however, of the -reduction ir the Professional estabU shment'

the possibility of inproving the geographical distribution of the oPI staff was

J-rpendent upon a fortuitous factor, the rate of replacenert of that staff.
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18. At the 786tb reetlng, tbe rE)reseDtatlve of Ethlopia withdrew hj.B anendnent
(a/c.5/t,,6zo), whll-e at the TBTth neetirg the representatlves of CaDada and. the
UDited Kingdom agreed, i! the l-ight of the discussion in the Conmlttee, to
withdraw their joint anendnent (Alc.r/L,6r9) and. to propoee in its stead. the
irsertion in the joirt draft resol-ut ion (1,/c.5/t.6f7/nev.f) of the fol-l-awing nev
prearnbular paragraph :

"U9fl4g that for the years 1960 ard. 1961 the Secretary-General
llas pl-anned the public infornatj.on prografimes at an expenditure level
of about $SrOoOrOOO net for each yearr'r

19. At the TUTth ueeting, a Yote was taken on the joirt draft resol-ution
\A/C.r/L.bf1/Rev.l-J and. the anendment proposed by Canada and the Unit,ed Kingdon.
The resu-lts of tbe voti.ng were as foflows:

The lew preambular paragrap-h proposed- by Canada and the United Kingdon of
Great Britair and. Northeru lrel-and. was adopted by )+! votes to !, with 1I
absteutionsj

tFhA ar^FAc rr'h- -rr-^ting ecoDonies in other directiors" in operative
paragraph I were adopted by 62 votes to none, vith 7 abstentiors;

Operatlve paragraph 2 was ad.opted. by 5! votes to none, with I abstention;
T'l:re d.raft resolution, as a whole) aa amended, was ad.opted by 5]. votes to none,

with I abstentions.

Reconnend.ation of the Connittee

20. the Fifth Cournittee therefore recormends to the Gereral Assenbly the adoption
of the foflowing dra,ft resolution:

PIjr]BLIC IMORX4ATIoN ACTIVITIES 0F TIIE IINITED NATfONS

The General Assembl-y,

Noting with appreciation the report of the Secretary-Ger era]- or public
infornation activities of the United Nations of 25 August tg6O,!1

Reca ling its resolutions 1086 (xI) of 21 Xecenber 1955, It35 (xIfI) of
f, Decenber 1p!8 and 1405 (xIV) of I Decenber L959, Te]:abing to the establishnent
of j.nfornation centres and setting out the basic pol-icy neasures to be fo.llowed
in the fiefd of public inforrnation activities,

! t/\t+29.
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Notip€{ further the progress achieved i! the iroplen€ntation of the e16y6-,"otilil ffiIo",
Having regard to the increased nenbership of the African state€ i.n the

Uni.ted Nations,
I{el-conlng the ;ecretary-Gen erar r s announcenent of the intention to apen

d.uring 1951 eight new irfoxmation centresJ one in Latin America, one in eastern
Europe, one ir Asia and- five in Africa,

Notine that for the years 1960 and f96l the Secretary_Gen eral has pl-anEed.
the lub.Lic infornation prograrnes at an expend.ilrure lelrel- of about $5 ,ittioo
net for each year,

Errphasizing the inportance of the dlssernination of information on the
urited. Nations objectives and- activities in those regrons lrhere nass infornation
nedia are less developed, particu-larfy in the Trust and Non_Self_Governins
Territories,

Requests the Secretary-Gen eral, i! consu-ltation with the Consu-ltative panel I
on Fublic rnfornation and. the Advisory counittee on Ad&lnistrative and. Budgetary I
questions as appropriate:

f. To give high priority to the opening of irforaation centres or arranging
for adequate lnfornation fac lties in the ress-dever-oped areas, particur-arry in
the newfy independert cou.tries ard" Trust and. Non - Self-Golrern ing Territories,
by effectin€! econouies in other dlrections:

2. To intensify hls efforts to achieve a. nore effective regional
representation at the pollcy-naking level- of the office of public fnfornation;

1- To report to the General Assenbry at its silcbeenth session on the
progress uade in inplenentirg the present resolution.

I




