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1. In lts resolutfon }'54 ( ]'"fv ) of , Noverober ]-9r9 ' t'be G€neraL Assemblyl 1n

accepting tbe geDerous offer of the Ford Foundation of a glft of $5rzoot@o

for the conFtruction, furnletring and equlpping of a new buiLcllbg to house tbc

unlted Nattons Library at llead.quarters, reque$ted the secretary-Genefal to report

to the General Assellbly at lts flf,teeuth sesston regardlng the level of Llbtary

tr€sources and services thai shoulal be sade availabLe to enaure that the ne$

Llbrary blght be used to the best possible aalvantage, and to report on the progreas

of developrent and constructlon of the neff butldlng'
2. The report of the Secretary-General (A/4545) 1146 consldered by tbe Flf,tb

cormlttee at lts ?94th meetlng on f? Novenber 1960. on the progress of tbe

coBBtnrctton, the report lndlcated that the nev buildlng woufd be conpleted ln
Novesber L951. As reprds the destrable tevel of libraty r€sources and 8efilces,

theSecretary-Geneyalreportetlthat,onthebasi6ofvafiougstudteBan.ltbe
oqrert advice of four erninent librarians, he conBldered the future dercloprent

of, the library shouLd be along the l-lnes and of the mgnitu<ie suggested Ln htg
1t

1959 report.U More speclflcal}y, he considered that nodest 5taff, lacrea8e8

shoulil be nade 1n each of tbe nex! fe$ years to raLse the ltbrary establlshnent

fron the presen! elghty-nlne (profesolonaL, generaL gervlce end $snral poetg) to
an eventuaL total of about L25. Tbe establ-iBhnent sbould also be Etrength€ncd

ln terTrs of the clessificatloD of tbe posts. To lncrease the co]Flectl'oD frou tJte

5o-5r6b5
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Breseat 200,OOO vohrlnes to the recomended optij0u[ of l+96, 969 voIures, the pres€nt
annual- acqulsltion rate should be approlli$ately doubled. Tbis uoutd entail an
lacrease of about $50r00o in the annuaL exlendlture cft-t the purcbase of books,
pertoaiicals, !0aps and other nsterlal.
5. Xtre representative of tbe Secretary -oeneraf reolnded the Comdttee that the
196f bud.get estl ates had provided. f,or a very linited inct€agc in the LibEryrs
staff, and resources. !trbile tbe AdvisoxT CoFmXttee and, in turn, the Fifth
Comlttee bed not beLleved Lt necessary to provlde f,or an lncrease 1n the
Sccretarlat nannlng table sleclfical-Ly for the Llbrary needs, he aosuned that
th18 did uot preelude a nod.eet strengthening of, the Library resources lyt L95I,
lf tbat proved fea6lb].e lfiithin the li]llts of the totaL authorlzed establLshdent.

ACgION BY T1IS FIFTE COT,1,'ITTfiE

4. [he Flftb Conl[Ilttee declded. to te,ke note of the report of the Seeretary-
CeneraL (Al+545) on the und.erstandlng that the fong-teru progran&e for the
develoltlent of the l,lbrary resources and services set out therein nould te the
GubJect of review and report by the Advlsory Connittee on Adnlnisirative and
Bud€etary Questions Ln connexion vlth its review of the budget estluates for
$62 and subsequent years. It llas also ag::eed that the Coffnltt€ets reporb to
the Genel€.1- Assembiy shoir-d reflect ouggestlorls nade ln the courFe of the
d.iscussion that:

(.) The developnent of Unlted Nations library services generally &ight be
etudled by the Conrntttee of Erperts on the Feviev of the Activitles and
Organizatlon of the Secretariat;
(b) The irnprovernent of llbrary faciJities of inforwtion centres woul-d

be consld.ered by tbe Advisory Condltt€e for report to the Gen€ral A6sembly
at its slxteenth ses slon,
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