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Mr. Da€ HelearEkJolal,
Secretary-Generel,
Unlted NatlonE Eead.qua,rbers,
Nev York

51r,

f have the houour to translDit to you on bebal_f of tbe GoverneeDt of the
Gersan XeEocratlc Republic a nenorandun concexnlng genera"l eDd coutrilete
tllsartoament of totb Gelt[sD states, and. r venture to request that you 6ubtr1t thls
nenolandun to the flfteenth seesion of the GenerEJ- Asoenbly of the Utllted. Natlous
for coneideratLon. lllxe Goverrroert of the Gerean Deloocxati c Bepubll c ls flrnJ-y
convtnced. that genef,al and. eonpJ-ete dlsarnanent 1B a uatter vhlch affects alt
stateg ana latlons. ore future of the GeroaD peopl-e ts iaseparably Llnked. rrtth
the safeguarding of, peace. A wortd.war has trylce ln the IEst ortginated. on

GelnaD so1l, so that ar- statee and. nations have a dlrect interest lD preveDtLng
olce and. for sJ-l, by general aod. conplete iusaf,naBeut of loth German stateE, a
repetltion of past eveht6.

ra vlew of the f,act that tbe prlucipJ-eo of, the potsdan Agreeeent guaranteeLng
the eEtabll-Ebnent of, a peace-loqing Gerceil State vere put llto effect only
Ln one larb of Gernauy - the ter"ltory of the Gernan leeocxatlc Fepubllc - and. ln
vlew of the fundEnento] iy dlfferent attltud.e of tbe GovexanentB of the tvo Gernan
states to the queBtLon of dlsareanent, the GovernEent of, the Gernan Denocratlc
Republlc deeros lt eoseutlaL that lt Ebould be glve! an opportunity to put forirard.
tbrou€b Lto represeatatives 1ts vlews on geaeral and conplete dLsarEaJtreDt irl

' Gef,&eny durlng tbe ileLLberatlons of the fLfteenih sesslou of the General AsseEbly
of the Ublted. Nations.

I tberefof,e take tbe i.lberby of requestlDg you. to uBe your gooiL of,fices Eo

tba,t the Goverbnent of tJle Geruan leBocratLc RepubLic may recelve aa lavltation to
tbls effect.

I have tbe honour. to be, etc.

(Sleaecl) Otto GBoIEWOEL

Ber11n, 9 Seltetrber 1960 r
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l4emorand1rm

f?om the Governnent of the German Democratic Republ-ic to the
fifbeenth session of the General Assemb]-y of the United. NatioEs

on the question of disaxtrament

The solution of the probJ.em of disarnfltrent is the most lnportant task faclng
aJ-l- nationg and Gcvernments at the present time. It rmuld efirrlnate ttre
posslbility of ner,r llars and qouJ-d ensure peace for all- tine.

Tilo rorld var6 have originated. on Geruan soil_. This imloses on the Geraldn

people and. on the Goveruments of both Gernen Stateg the oirligatlon to make veqy

speclal efforbs to strengthen peace and prevent var. The Potsda,m Agreement

concl-ud.ed" bettreen the Soviet Union, the Unlted. States, the United Klngdon. and

I'rance pledges those cor-utrles to erad.ica,te mil1tarislx and revanchism, so thai
th.e peace of other natlons nay never E€a.in be threatened by Gerarany.

The Government of th.e Gernan Democratic RepubLic proceeds on the assu:rpti.on
that an appropriate contributlon by both Ger[o8n States nust iuevltabLy involvd
aa imnediate starb rrlth genera-l a,nd- comp]-ete dis€rma]trent 1n Germany.

fhe couplete militarlzatlon aad atolrLc rearmanent nov being uldertaken in
Western Ger@any nakes iLs..rmrirent measDres in Geruc:ny atx rirgent necessi.ty. The

Goverrment of the Federal Republic of Gemaay grossly uiol_ates the principles
1aid. d.om by the States vhich were mem.bers of the anti-Hitler coalition at the
end of the Second. World. War for the establlshment of a nev d.euilitari zed a-nd.

peace-lovlng Gexmany. liestern Gernany refuses to accept the consequences of the
Second. Ilorld. liar. ft nakes terrltorial clains e€alnst urany eountrles of Eurol)e

and rejects the policy of peaceful coexistence.
The forner Hitler genersJ-s rdro now have again talcen up comand. in Wester4

Gema,ny have drar,rn up a memorand.um in vhich they subnlt a programme of con$)rehenslve

rearmanent for I{estern Gernany, The neroorandum demendg conpuJ-sory niJ-itary sorvice
for the entire maLe population fLt for actlve service, urestricted. reaymanent of
the arrred. forces r+Lth nucl"ear a.::d. rocket vealons as well as uith the latest types
of jet aircrafb, a poverful navy rni.thout a,lry tcntluge o! arrner€nt restrlctlon, and.

fflall ly the establlshment of oiUtaxy outposts and. the deploynent of their
colfiounications 1n NAT0 coultries far beyond. the frontiers of the Feclera] Repubtic
of Gernany. The generale I memorandum, vtrich was dravn utrr and issued in compl-elte ,

agreenebt rrlth the We6t Germa.n Government, is a proof of the latterts atonlc a:nd.

rocket war-nlnd.edne ss. Thls reanranent poLl-cy ls accoupanied by steadiry growlng
agltatioo on the part of the reva,nchlet organizations ln ife stern GemEny; and the
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fact that the ministers of the ],test GelT€n Government are the spokesmen at every

lnflanratory manifestation of any sl.ze nakes it c].ear that revanchism has been

ralsed to the status of offlciaf State po1lcy in Ifestern Geluany. Yet atcmic

rearma.nent and revanchlBm are d.lametrical-ly opposed. not on.Ly to the.Potsd.am

Agreenent and. the United. Nations Cha?ter, but a].so to the uncond-itional surrender
B,greenent signed- by the Supreme Ccruland, of Eitfer r s I,Jefuuacht to whlch the

.general-s who are nov meubers of the General Staff of the Federal Republ-j.c elso
belonged.

The vholesale reanaa,ment &easufes of 'che Fed.eral Oovernment aDd the more and

more violent varuongering calapalgns have created- in l"iestern Cerrnany a potentlal
hotbed. of $ar vhich nay prove highly d.angerous. ft is a threat not only to the
peace of the Gennan peopl-e but to the peace of the nations of Europe and. of the

entire wor1d..

fn the interest of malntalning leace lt is therefore lmperetive that
disarue,ment measures be und.ertehen iD Gernany as soon as possj.ble. This vould he].p

to establl.eh the neutrallty of both German Sta'ces and thus prevent rrars frc[d

breaklng out ln Europe. General and" ccmplete disamanent vould. in a very special-

sense be in the natlonal interests of the German !eopl-e. The mere lnltlatlon of
practical- measures of disalllament would rmove the maJor obstaele vhlch nov,' stsnds

in the 'way of a rappsochement between the tso Ge]llan States ln regard to thelr
reuniflcation.

.Fha f^.al ?r^ihn ^f lnterest at the flfteenth session df the United. Natione

General Assernbly wilf be the proposa1 sutmitted" by ihe Sovlet Union for d.lscussion

a,nd eolution of tbe probLem of general and comllete d.1sarna,:nent. ?ronpted by the

d-esire to contribute in a constructive vay to the reaLization of general

d.lsarnaroent and. bea"lng Ln mind lts grs,ve responsibility for pes,ce and the interests
of the Gevman peolIe, the Govemnent of the Gerllan Democratic Republlc EutExlts

to the fifteenth sesslon of the United- Na'':ions General- As 6embfy the followlng
proposals for the earrying out, in progresslve stages, of, general- and ccfipl-ete

d.lsannament in both GerEan States:

A. GeneraL and ccmpl-ete d isarmamebt of both Geman States to be carried. out in

state r (1960-61-)

1. Sotb Gernan States shal-l glve e solemn pledge, 1n accordance with
j.nternatlonal 141.I and deposlted ln the forla of a d.eclaration r'Iith the
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Secretary-GeneraL of the Unlted. Nations, that they renounce the use of
force against each other and against other States.
Soth Gernan States shal,L agree to suspend. aJ.1 res,rnament. They
uEderbake, once the Btrength of thelx reBpective arned, forces and.

equipnxent hs,6 been declared, to Leave then thue aod Eot to undertake
aly furtbel reinforcemeEt.
Both Gernen States shall renounce atorni.c arnamentg. Tb.ey uEdertake not
to produce nuclear or rocket veapons of any klnd. ox to participate j,n

such proaluctlon 1n othex States, or to aequire or accept euch veapofe
aad aot to partlclpate in auclear weapons tests carrled" out by other
States. fbe eetabllBhnent of further foreign atomic veapon bases shal_I

be dL Econtloued forthrltb.
ll. Botb GeII[g,n StateB und.ert€,ke nqt to produce any chenical or blo]-oglcal,

veaponB or to parbicipate in theLr production ln other States; not to
acqulre or accept such weapons, or to partlclpate lD teEtiug sucb.

weapons in other State6.

,. Both. German Sts,tes shall prohibit lrl.thln their reslective territolleB
aIL forns of sar propagand,a or propaganda lD support of terrltoria.L
tlenand.s agalBst other States.

6. A Peace Treaty shall be couc].uded. wltb. both GerrDaa States, and. We6t

Berl-in shall be cone a denilitarlzed. Free Clty. For this purpoBe tbg
Povera of tbe antl-Eitler coa]1tlon sh,a].]. coDvene. a peace conference to
be atteDded by representatlves of both Gerna! States.

stase II (1962)

I. Soth Gernall States shall reduce thelr lxil-lts,ry foxceB and armaments,
and the war roaterla]. thus xeleased. BhaLl_ be destroyed. or utll_ized for
peacefrrl purBoses. Military expendtture sha]_l be cut. The ptacea
wbere the remainln€ armed. forceg are to be statioued ehal]- be agreed
upon.

?. Both Gerrnan States shall- retrounce conpuJ_eory n1lltary service. The Las
enacted ln WesterD, GernaDy for the lEtroduction of conpu.l-sory militg,xy
Eerrrl. ce ehe]-l be re!)ea]'ed.

1. 0n the basls of the Peace Treaty whl ch ril_I have been concluded- in the
&ealtLnxe, the four Po{erB Blguatorles to the potBdam Agreernent sha1l
euter lnto agreeneBt {'tth both Gernan Statee ou the lrlthdJarcl of aiI
foleign troops and. on th.e d.i strantLlng of aLl their bases a.nd 6tores,
In thlB !ray, the Last vegtlge of xe Second World. l{ar w-t11 bave beeri,
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renoved and. the esgential- condi.tloDs v:!11- have been created for tbe
real-izatlon of the riglt of the Geiuan natlon to self-detefnin€.tj.oE.

4. Al1 rocket veapoBs ln the posEesslon of Gerlien milttary forcee ehall be

destroyed..

staee llil196t-6!)
I. fl1e nil-italy forces of both German States shaLl be definitely disbanded.

and. weapous, amniunltlon antl nllltary equlpment of a1l kiuds shaj-l be
'conpletel-y d"estroyed. or uti]-ized. for peacefi:l purposee.

2. For the maintenaace of pubtl c order wlthia the: country, both 0elma,n

Sta.tes Bh.a].l keep police forceB, tb.e nunbersr' equi.pnent and. deployleut
of Buch forces to be detelnined- by agreenent.

1. Production for nll-itary purposes iE both GernaD StateE Ehal-I .cease.

Factorles and. enterprt6eB engaged. ia such productlon shall be cdnverted.

to productlon for peaceful purposes.

!. In botb GernaD States, aIL nilitary institutious ehell- be diBbanded

(all relevant Miniotrieo, General- Staffs, nilltary academi-es,

nobll-lzat1oo authoritle s n etc. ) .

,. Both Gernaa States shaLl- cea8e to beloog to NATO and the Warsall Treaty

respectlvely, thus freeing Germany fron connitneats to nj.Iltary b1oc6.

Both States shal1 declare tbeir neutra,lity, whl ch 6bal-I be guerauteed.

by the najor Polrers of the antl-Hlt]-er coalitioa or by the Unlted

NatloEs.

Both GernaD States sha1l use tbe resourceB m,de avallable by geDera.l- and.

conplete d.isarnament for housing constructiou, expanslon of Eoclal setvlceE,
j-ncreasLng of peoslons and for scientlflc and cultural purposes ae well as for
the provielon of assi.stance to econotrlcal-Iy und.er-d.evel-oped. couEtrieB.

ControL measures

In order to ensure that the lroloBed. measuleB are calried. out, a cootrol- orgsn

shal-l be establ-lshed whl ch shall be conpo6ed., on a parlty basls, of repreBeEtativeB

of the ?eoplers Assenbly of the German lenocratic Republlc and. repreeentatives of
the West Gernan, Bund.estag, as weLl as representatLves of trad"e unioDs aud other
denocratic organizations of the nasses, such as vonenrB associatlons end. youth

Utilizatioa of resources nade avalLable as a reEult of

gxcup B .
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The control oxgan shall begin to opexate as soon as agreenent has beeq

reached- betl.reen the tvo German States or a decision to that effect has bee4

adopted. by the Unitett Nations. Thls organ shaLl- be vested qith fuLL poweri to
sutr)ervise iiile d-isaruaoent operation j.n both Gernan States ln accordaace nlth the
steps envl-saged at the different str€es.

D.@

Both Genaan States und.ertake, on the cohcLusion of an international
eg?eement on general and. ccnplete. d.i6armament, to accede to that agreement and.

to assume aIL obllgations ensulDg 
"hereund.er.The overvrheLnJ ng maJority of the Gernan peopl-e lrould vel-come a sesofution

by the Unlted. Nations Genera.L Assenbly on general and coloplete aisaruament, vlth
speci.al d.isarnament pnovisioBs for Gemany, as a signlflcant and. decisive Pove

to safeguard. leace tbrough peaceful- coexi6tence, and one vhich vou].d at thti same

tlme open up the vay to Gemany for democratic and- peaceful reunification.
I'IhiJe the reunlfication of Gersany is a matter for the Gernan leople itsefF and

for both lts States, a p"erequi.slte for reunification is Aieayuanent and the
concl-usion of a Peace Treaty with both Geman States.

llith the concluslon of a Peace Treaty ancl the withdyalral of alt foreiin
troops envisaged. at the second- stage, the maln contlttions voul-d. be cxeated for
the recognition of tbe right of the Ger]lan people as a l.rhole to sel-f-
deternlnation.

The Goverrment of the Geruan Democratic Repub].lc ls confident that iq
gubmitting its proposeJ- for general and. ccdtrpLete disamament in both Gernah

States, it is acting in ttle splrit of the Charter of the Unlted Natlons.
The Governngnt of the Gernan Denocraiic Republic i6 confldent that the

fifteqnth session of the General Acoembly of the Uniteal N8,tlons lriJ"J- prondi:nce

1tself once agaln enphatlcal-J.y in favoux of general and. conplete d.tsareanent.

ft e:<l)resseg the hole that the General Assembly vil-l- give careful scrut iny to the
proposal-s sutuaittetl by the Government of the Ger:man Denocratic Republlc for
general and. conplete d.isarnenent of both Gernan States and- rd-IL take account oi
then 1n a resolut ion on the subject at its folthcoming se6sion.

/...
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The Goverrrrent of the German DemocratLc Republlc is convlnced that suplorb
for its prolosal by the United- Nations ts not only i:e the lnterests of the

Geman peopfe, but 1s a uatter of vital interest to aLL other States and. vould.

help to lal-e out the lossibil-ity of another outbreak of va.3 in the heert .of

Europe for aJ-l ttme.

The Council of MinlBters
of the GernaJ] Democratic RepubLlc




