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1. At its 88lst plenary meeting on 1 Octobver 1960, the (eneral Assembly allccated
to the Third Committee item 83 of the agenda of its fifteenth session, "Main
trends of inquiry in the natural sciences, dissemination of scientific knowledse
and application of such knowledge for peaceful ends".

2. The Third Committee considered the item at its 1CU5th to 1049th meetings
‘from 5 to 7 December 1960.

3. The Committee had before it the Survey on the Main Trends of Inquiry in the
Field of the Natural Sciences, the Dissemination of Selentific Kncwledge and

the Application of Such Knowledge for Peaceful Ends (E/5562 and Corr.l, see also
A/4h6L), prepared under the direction of Professor Auger of the Sorbonne, former
Director of the Department of Natural Sclences of the United Natione Educational,
Seientifie and Cultural Organization, as Special Consultant. The Survey had

been prepared pursusnt to General Assembly resolution 1260 (XIII) of

14 November 1958 in which the Agsembly requested the Secretary-General "in
co-operation with the United Nations Educaticnal, Scientific and Cultural
Orgenization and the other specialized agenciles concerned with the peaceful
gpplication of science, as well as the International Atomic Energy Agency, to
arrange for a survey to be made on the main trends of indquiry in the field of the
natural sciences and the dissemination and application for peaceful ends of such
scientific knowledge, and on the steps which might be taken by the United Nations,

the specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency towards
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encouraging the concentration of such efforts upon the most urgent problems, having
regard to the needs of the various countries ...". In its resolution 8ck B (3Xx)
of 3 August 1960, the Econcmic and-Social Council transmitted the Survey to the
General Assembly and decided, subject to any action which the General Assembly
might which to take, to give detailed consideration to the Survey at its
thirty-secord session in 1961.

b, At the 1046th meeting of the Third Committee, Argentina, Australia, Brazil,
France, Jepan, the Netherlands, the United Kingdem of Great Britain and Northern
Irelard and the United States of America submitted & draft resclution (A/C.3/L.854),

by which the General Assembly, having received the Survey of the Main Trends of

Inquiry in the Field of Natural Sciences, the Dissemination of Scientific Knowledge
and the Applicaticn of Such Knowledge for Peaceful Ends, and noting Economic

and Sccial Council resolution 8Ch B (XXX) requesting wide dissemination of the
survey, and seeking comments from Govermnments of States Members of the United
Nations, the appropriate specialized agencies and the International Atcmic Energy
Agency, would: (l) endorse the decision of the Economic and Social Council to
give detalled consideration to the Survey at its thirty-second session, taking
into account such views thereon as might be expressed by the General Conference
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization;

(2) reccrmend Governments of Member States, related agencies and appropriate
non-governmental organizaticns to publicize this Survey as widely as possibie;
(3) request the Econcmie and Sccial Council, tazking into account the views
obtained by the Secretary-General in pursuance of resolution 80k B (X¥XX), to
report further on this matter to the General Assembly at its sixteenth session.
5. Saudi Arabia submitted an amendment (A/C.3/1.893) to add the following as

the first paragraph of the preamble:

"Considering the important role which the natural sciences in general
continue to ploy in promoting the econamic and social development of
rankird", ‘ '
The amendment further proposed that the words "the discussion on this item held
at the Tifteenth segsion of the General Assembly as well as" ve incerted in

operative pgragraph 5 after the words ’tgklrg 1nto account"
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Czechoslovakia submitted an amendment (A/C.3/L.895) to replace operative

paragraph 3 of the eight-Power draft resolution by the following text:

7.

"3. Requests the Econcmic and Social Ccuncil, taking into account the
discussion on this item held at the fifteenth session of the General Assembly,
to recommend to the Assembly at its sixteenth session concrete measures
relating tc:

"{a) The possibility of utilizing the present achievements of natural
sciences for peaceful purposes, for furthering the economic progress arnd
welfare of mankind, and for accelerating the econcmic and social progress
of the less-developed countries;

"(b} The possibility of extending international co-operation in exchange
for scientific information and experience in the field of natural sciences.”

At the 1chk9th meeting the sponsors of the joint draft resolution submitted

a rvevised text (A/C.3/L.854/Rev.1l) which took account of the ideas in the

Saudi Arabian and (Czechoslovak amendments, and read in part as fellows:

8.

"The General Assembly,

"Considering the important role which the natural sciences in general
continue to play in promoting the econcmic and sceial development of
mankind,

“aswye

"Z. Requests the Economic and Sceial Council, taking into account the
views obtained by the Secretary-Genersl in pursuance of resolution 8Ck B (X0X)
and the discussion on thisg item held at the fifteenth session of the
General Assembly, to report further on this matier to the Assembly at its
sixteenth gession and to recommend concrete measures including those
relating to:

"(a) The possibility of utilizing the present achievements of natural
sciences for peaceful purposes, for furthering the econcmic progress and
welfare of mankind, and for accelerating the economic and social progress
of the less developed ccuntries,

"(b} The possibility of extending international co-operation in the
exchange of gelentific information and experience in the field of natural

sciences.”

The spornsors stated further that, taking into account suggestions made at

the previous meeting, they proposed to change the English text of the revised

draft resolution by (1) replacing in the first paragraph of the preemble the
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word "development" by the word "progress" and (2) inserting in operative
paragraph 3 {a) the word "especially" bLetween "and" and "for accelerating”.
The sronsors further suggested revised French and Spanish texts of the first
paragraph of the preamble. This paragraph therefore read as fOllOWS:}/
"Considering the important role which the natural sciences in general
continue to play in promoting the econcmic and sociszl progress of mankind'.
Tkey also suggested that in the Spanish text of paragraph 3 (a) and 3 (b) the

words "las ciencias raturales" be replaced by the phrase "las ciencias exactas

¥ naturales’.

9. The representatives of Saudi Arabie and Czechoglovakis withdrew their
amendments.

10. At the 10k9th meeting, the revised draft resolution (A/C.3/L.854/Rev.1),

as modified, was adopted unanimously.

Recammendation of the Third Committee

1l. The Third Ccmmittee therefore reccmmends to the General Assembly the adoption
of the following resolution:

The General Assembly,

Considering the important role which the natural sciences in general
centinue to play in promoting the economic and social Progress of mankind,

Heving received the Survey of the Main Trends of Inquiry in the Pield

of Watural Sciences, the Dissemination of Scientific Encwledge and the
Application of Such Knowledge for Feaceful Ends,g/
Noting Econcmic and Social Council resolution 8Ck B (XXX) of
3 August 1960 requesting wide dissemination of the Survey, and seeking
comments from Governments of States Members of the United Nations, the
appropriate specialized agencies and the International Atcmic Energy Agency,
1. Endorses the decision of the Economic and Social Council to give
detailed consideration to the Survey at its thirty-gecond session, taking
into account such views thereon as may be expresgsed by the General Conference

of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organlzation;

}/ For French and Spanish texts of this paragraph see relevant language versions.
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2. Recomrends Covermments of Member States, related agencles and
appropriate non-governmental orgaﬁizations ta pubiicize this Survey as
widely as possible;

3. Requests the Economic and Sccial Councill, taking into account the
views obtained by the Secretary-General in pursuance of Council
resolution 8Ch B (XXX) end the discussion on this item held at the fifteenth
session of the General Assembly, to report further on this matter to the
Assembly at its sixteenth session and to recommend concrete measures including
those relating to:

(a) The possibility of utilizing the present achievements of natural
scienclea for peaceful purposes, for furthering the econcmic progress and
welfare of mankind, and especially for accelerating the economic and social
progress of the less developed countries;

(b} The possibility of extending international co-operation in the
exchange of scientific information and experience in the field of natural

sciences.





