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' 1. At its S8lst plenary neeting on f October 1.950, the Geneval- Assembly affocated
to the Third Cornmittee ttem BJ of the agenda of its fifteenth session, "Main
trends of inquiry in the natural sciences, d.lssenination of scientific knovledge

J and application of such knovledge for peaceful ends".
2. The Third. Corinittee consid.ered the item at its l-/)45ti to fC49th meetlngs
frcm J to J December 1!60,
4 rFh6 .l^uri tl-ao 1^aA r6f^?6 i+ +La <,-,r'6rr on the I{Ain Trends Of fnquily in the
Field. of the Natural Sciences, the Dissemination of Scientlfic Kncvledge and.

the Application of Such KnovLedge for Peaceful Ends (E f1162 and corr.f, see afso
A/l+\6f), prepared" under the direction of ?rofessor Auger of the Sorbonne, forner
Director of the Department of Natural Seiences of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cul-tural- Organi.zation, as Special Consultant. The Survey had

been prepared pursuant to Genera] Assembly resofution 1260 (XIII) of
14 Noverober 1958 in vhich the Assembly requested the S ecretary -Ceneral ''in
co-operatlon wlth the United. Natlons Educatl-ona}, Scientifie and cultural
Organization and the other speclallzed agencies concerned r^rith the peaceful
apllication of sclence, as vel-I as the Internatlonal Atornic Energy Agency, to
arrange for a survey to be made on the main trends of inquiry in the field of the
natural eciences and the d.issemination and. appfication for peaceful ends of such

scientlflc knowled.ge, and on the steps which might be taken by the United" Nations2
the specialized agencies and the Internatlonal Atornic Energy Agency tivards
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encouraging the concentratlon of such efforts upon the most ur:gent probl-ems, havlng
regarc. to the needs of the various countries ...". rn its resor-ution Bc4 B (nx)
of I August 1960, the Econcmic and. sociaf council transnitted the survey to the
General Assembly and decided, subject to any acti-on vhich the General Assembly
night vhich to take, io gi-ve detailed consideration to the Survev at its
thirty-second. session in l-951-.
l+. At the lCl+6th meeting of the Third Conmittee, Argentina, Australla, Brazll_,
Fran"..' Jep.rr, the Nethe"fands, the unitud Kingdor of Gteat Brit*ln and Northern
rrerand and the united states of America submitted a dvaft resoruti.on (A/c,1/L,854),
by whlch the General- Assembly, having received the survey of the rr,rain Trend.s of
fnquiry in the ileld of Naturaf Scj.ences, the Dissenlnatlon of Sclentific Knov.Ied ge
and the Appl-icaticn of Such ltuo\,rled.ge for pea.ceful End.s, and noting Economic
and social- council resolution 8c4 B (xu) requesting lri-de dissemLnation of the
survey, and seeking ccmnents fvom Governments of states Mernbers of the united
Nations, the appropriate speciarized agencies and the rnternationar Atonic Energg
Agency, would: (1) endorse the decision of the Econonic and socia.l councir to
give detaifed consideration to the survey at its thirty-second session, taking
into account such views thereon as nlght be expressed by the General conference
of the united r-ations Educational, scientific and culturel organizationj
(2) reccnrnend Governnents of lvlember statesJ rel,ated agencies and appropriate
non -governmental organizations to publicize this suxvey as wi-dely as possi-ble j
(l) request the Econcnic and Soclal Councif, taking into account the vievs
obtained by the Secretal.y -Generaf in pursuance of resolution BC4 A (XiC< ), to
report further on this rnatter to the Generar Assembly at its sixteenth sessaon.
,. Saudi Arabia subnltted an anendment (A/C.1/L.891) to add the follcving as
the first paragraph of the preanbl-e:

"considerlng the irnportant role which the natural sciences in generar-
c ont iffi-Tdll5f in promoting the economic and socisl development of
nankir:.d",

fhe amendrnent further lroposed that the words 'rthe discussion on this ltem he]d
at the fifteenth session of the General Assembly as 'rell as'r be inserted in
olerative 1r-ragraph J cfter the words t'taking into account'r.
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6. Czechoslovs,kia submitted an anendrent (L/C.1/L.895) to repJ-ace operatlve
paragraph I of the eight-Power draft resolution by the folloving tort:

"1. Requests the Econonic and Socia] Counc1l, taking into account the
discussion-iE-TEIF item held at the flfteenth session of the General Assernb\r,
to reccrrnend to the Assernbfy at its sixteenth session concrete measures
relating to:

"(a) frre possibility of utilizing the present achievements of natural
sciences for peaceful purposes, for furthering the economic progress and
weffare of nankind, and for accelellating the economic and social pfogress
of the less-d.evefoped countries;

"(l) ftre posslbility of extending international co-operation in exchange
for scientific information and experience in the field of natural sciences."

7- Al. thF l cJ+q+.h rneeting the sponsors of the j'-----ng the sponsors of the ioint draft reso.Iution subrnltted'

a revised texL (AlC.1/L.854,/nev.:-) which took account of the ideas in the

Saudi Arabi,an and Czechoslovak amendments, and read ln part as foLfovs:

'rThe General Assembly,

"Considering the important role vhich the natural sciences in general-
contin[E-T6lE]-in proraoting the economic and. soc1al developroent of
manki nd,

"1. Requests the Economic and. Socis.l Council, taking into account the
vLevs obtaiiEFE!-the Secretary-General- in pursuance of resolution Bc4 B ()oo()
and the discussion on this item he1d. at the fifteenth session of the
ceneral Assembly, to report further on this natter to the Assembly at its
sixteenth session and to reconnend concrete measures i-ncluding those
refating to:

"(a) rhe possibility of utj.Lizing the present achievements of natural
sciences for peaceful purposes, for furthering the economic pxogress e.nd
ffeffare of mankind-, and for accelerating the economic and. soclal- progress
of Lhe less developed countrles,

"(r) Ure possibj.llty of extending lnternational co-operation in the
exchange of sclentlfic infor"mation and experience in the field of natura]
sciences . "

B. The sponsors stated further that, taking into account suggestions nad.e at

I trr" previous meeting, they proposed to change the English text of the revised
draft resofution by (1) replacing in the first paragraph of the prearnble the
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vord "developmentrr by the word "progress" ana (2) inserting i.n operative
paragraph 3 (a) the word "especiauy" betveen ,'and" and ',for accelerating".
The sponsors further suggested revised. French and spanj.sh texts of the,fi.rst
paragraph of the preamble. fhis paragraph therefore read as foflovs:1/

,. Uonsrdellng the important role which tbe natura] sciences i.n general
contanue to ptay in promoting the economic and social progress of manklnd".

Ttey aLso suggested bhab in the Spanish text of paragraph I (a) anO j (b) the
words "Las ciencias naturares" be replaced by the phrase "1as ciencias exacras
y naturales" .

9. rhe representatives of saudi Arabia and czechoslovakia withdrer,r their
amend-nents .

]O. At the 1c49th meeting, the revlsed draft resol-ution (A/C.3/t "}5)+/nev.t),
as nodified, was adopted unaninoudly.

Reconrnendatlon of the Third Conrrittee

l-l-. The Third cfinmittee therefore recommends to the General Assenbly the adoption
of the folloving resofution:

The General_ Assembl-y,

considering the irrportant ror-e vhich the natural sciences 1n general
ccntinue to pl-ay in promoting the economic and sociar- progress of mankind,

Ilaving received the su"vey of the Main Trends of rnquiry in the Fierd
of Naturaf Sciences, the lissenination of Scientiflc lincwledge and the
Application of Such Knowledge for peccefuJ. Lnd,s r'-J

Noting Econcmic and Social- CounciJ- resol-ution BCJ+ I (nX) of
1 August 1960 requesting wide dissemlnation of the Survel, and seeking
conraents from Gover.nnents of states ldembers of the united Nations, the
approprlate specialized. agencies and the fnternational Atonic Energy Agency,

1. Endorses the decision of the Economic and Social. Council to give
detail-ed consi-deratlon to the survey at its thirty-second session, taklng
into account such views thereon as nay be expressed. by the General conference
of the unj-ted Nations Educational-, scientific and culturar organization;

For French and spanlsh texts of thls paragraph see refevant language versi-ons.
Al+t+6r.,t
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2. Recormend.s Governnents of Member states, related agencles antl

approprlate non -goverrutrental organizations to publ-iciue this Survey as

widely as pos sible j
1. Requests the Econor0ic and Sociaf Councll, taking lnto account the

,ri"*" olt.G J-the secretary-GeneraL in pursuance of counci.l-

resolution BCI+ B (Pff) and the discussion on this iten held at the fifteenth
session of the Generaf Assembly, to report further on this matter to the

Assembly at its sixteenth session and to recornmend. concrete measureg incfuding
tho6e rel-ating to:

(") The possibtlity of utilizing the present achievenents of natural
sciencies for peacef\1I purposes, for furthering the economic progress and

vel-fare of r0ankind, and especially for accelerating the economLc and social
progress of the less developed. countriesl

(f) The possibillty of extending international co-operation in the

exchange of scientifi.c information and exlerience in the fieLd of natural-

sciences.

t




