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l-. The Advisory Cornmittee on A&ninistrative and Sudgetary Ojlestions has

considered the report of the Secret ary-Genera.1 (AlC,rlBI+B) on the architectural
and engineering survey on an expansiorr of the permarent headquarters of the

Unlted riration s (tlc.>/t'.65t) -

?, The initial- proiects proposed by the S ecretary-Generaf, at an estimated cost

of $7,7J2.\CO, spread over three years' are as follovs:
(") The conversion of the plenary Hal_l and the existing four I'{ain cosnittee

rooms to acconrmodate a naximum of l2o l"lembers as against 1co as temporal.ll-y

provided for at present;
( b ) The construction of irl,ro nev l'{ain Con:r:rittee rooms to replace the

tenporar)' use a1l preseN, during General Asser0bly sessions, of the Economic and

Social- Council Chanber and the Plenary Ha}l as Main Corurittee room's;

(") The provislon of facilities in the undevelopecl area below the Plenary

Ila}l to provj.de for the rnore satisfactory hcusing of television and xelated

rrisual services.
1.Ap].anhasafsobeenpresentedforconverslo:]oftheEcononicsJidSocial
Council Chanber to seat an increased nunber of delegations. The Secretary-General,

hovever, reconrrtends deferment of this pxoiect until such time as the need ml ght

arlse .
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4' Among the aspects remaining to be examined. are those rer-ating to facifities
for delegates, such as the }ounge and dining areas, and'echanical installations
vhich have becorne over-taxed or outmoded. For the purpose of these stu.ies, the
secretary-General recoomends that the survey be carried on to eompletlon in 196r_,
requiring the provision of a fur.ther amount of $AOTOCO under sectlon ? of the-^/..--r-yo_L Dudget .

,' rn recognition of the fact thai: an exbension of present facifities wirl in
due course be a necessapy consequence of the eryandiag membershlp of the
Organization; the Advisory Cornrnittee, wij:h the assistance of appropriate
representatives of the secretary-General, has examr.ned in detair- the technical
aspects of the proposed prans as vell as the various alternative schemes i.nvolved,
At the same tine, the connlttee has kept in nxind tr,'o imporbant considerations
arislng from present circumstances. rn the first lnstance, the conr:nlttee is
conscious of the precarious fi.nanclal positicn of the orgenlzaticn at the present
time and of the exceptionar-Iy heavy derlands to be mad-e on Members in the coming
year ' secondly, and irrespectlve of the financial aspect, the corudttee feels
that it woul-d be ad.'i sable to gain further experience of the operation of the
exBanded General Assenbly before deciding on plans for permanent conversion and
construction at such conslderabr-e expense. The Gene"ar Assembry night arso wish
to consider the relevance of this question to the item vhich has been proposed
for incrusion in the agenda of the flfteenth session concernr-ng a review ol the
methods and procedures of the General Assembfy.
6' rn the light of the consideratlons set out above, the Advrsory conmrttee has
given speciaf attention to the feaeibility of postponing the impfementation of
the proposed plans until a later date. The for-r-owing conside"ations are rerevant
in thls regard:

(") rn the Plenary Har1, the posslbilities for seating more than loo Mernbers
on the present basis have been exhausted. The proposed reconstructi.on plan r^ri1r
need to be implemented at least 1n part to meet innediatery foreseeabre needs,
rmless Members vere to content thenselves, as a ternpora.ry rrleasure, with an
a]l-ocation of less than ten seats.

(b) fn the four existing liain Conndttee roons and. in the Economic and
social- councll- chamber, as temporariry converted for use as a corrrnlttee room,
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such seating requirements 8.s are l-i-kely to arl6e ln 1961 nfght be n0et by a
further ternporar:y increase in seats riittrin the er;isting arrangenents, even at the

risk of some cLiscotrifort.
(") The equipment of the area desti-ned for tlre use of the television sl1d'

visual services has in any event been given a secondary priority by ttle
Secretary-General.
7 - The Advisory coruLittee has no rel-lable lnfomation at this juncture as to the

number of nev Members nhich miSht be admitted. durlng the cordng year ' Jt I"'ou].d

seem reasonabJ-e, hovever, to envisage no molce than five such possible adndssions.

should the vieus expressed ln parag"aph ! above connend themsel-ves to the General

Assembly, the Advisory Conmittee would, therefore, recommend' that, ln the event

of an additlon to the membership, action ln 1961- be confined to the fol-lowing:

(") In the general interest, and on a purely tenporary basis, Menbers might

agree to an al-Iocation of less than to seats per deleSation in the Plenary llall.
Atternatively, the proposed plan for the reconversion of the Ptenary HaI1 night
be partial-Iy ilrplenented by installing nev d.elegation seats on one side or both

sj"des of the Hal-I j-n the space nov devoted to seats for observers ( exbreme ends

of area 2 of the pl-an ol1 page 1L of the survey repott Afc.5ft'611)' Thi s rpuld
provide seating for five additional Members on each si-de on the present basis

or ten seats per delegatlon, To convert both sides would provlde more seating than

would be required in the innediate future, but night be considered to have the

advantage of preserving the archltectural baLance of the Hafl, The conmittee

understands that this part of the plar would cost less than the ad"dition of a

further rov of seats at the bact. Estimated. costs would he +67 '87, fo1' the

conversion of one side of the HaIl and {rfl5r75o tf both sides r';ere done ' The

temporary inconvenience to be suffered is that, for the time being, the m:mber

of seats aflocated to observers r^'ill be fimited to seats nov available at the

back of the Ha]I.
(l) In the Main Cor0mittee rooms and the tenporarily converted Eeonomic and

SocLal Council Chamber, any nev I'{embers which might be admitted in 1.961- ehould. be

accornmodated by a further temporary increase of seats within existing aT"angement s '
This night, ln certain cases, require alternative seating arrangements for
observefs from the specialized. agencles. The Connittee trusts tbat every effort
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wiu- be nade to ninilxize the tenporary inconvenience which ndght be involved and
that i:he agencies v-ilf be prepared-, in the general interest, to nake the necessary
aflovances. The conn0ittee woufd therefore recomaend that provision be made for
five addillional l,{embers in these five rooms at an estinated cosi: of $J5,000.

(") The archltectural and englneering survey should. be carried. to
compretion in 196r and an additionar provision of $2orooo should be i-ncluded in
section 7 for this purpose. In this regard, the Advl sory Conmittee suggests that
speci-al attention migtit be given to the practlcability of expanding the seating
arrangeilents in the Trusteesbip council chamber so as t,o ma,ke it avaiLabl-e. vhen
required, to serve as a Main Conmittee room,

(d) Subject to this broad approach, which is lrithout prejudice to the
further consideration, at the sixteenth session, of the over-all plarr subnitted
by the s ecretary-General, the secretary-General night consul-t with the Ad.visory
ccmnittee during f96r on deta,ifs of financial requirements to mahe the tenporary
arrangenents reconnend-ed. above. 0n this basis, the General Assenb.ry raight r"ri sh
to lnclude an additional appropriation und.er section ? of the 196l budget in an
amount of #I2?,BT1, should it be deci.ded that only one side of the plenary Ha1l
shoul-d be converted" at the present time, and $t9o,75o if both sides wexe done.
Both a.rnounts voufd incfude $r,,coo for ad.dltional facilities in the Main comittee
Tooms and in Irhe Econoroic and Social Council Chamber and. $2O,OOO for the
conti-nuation of the architectura] surve), in 196f.
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