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1. In asccordance with instructions glven by the General Assembly at its 285th
plenary meeting, the Fifth Coﬁimi'btee, st 118 263rd and 274th meetings on
9 and 30 November 1950, considered recommendations submlitted by the Secretery-
General pursuent to the third paragrazh of General Assembly resolution 240 (TTT)
of 18 November Lo4S , for the implementation of & Unlted Natlons telecommunicatlions
: syé‘bem.
2. In addition to the proposals of the Secretery-General (4/1h5L) the Fifth
Committee had hefore 1t the observations thereon of the Advisory Committes on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions, a8 conbtained in its fifteenth report of
1950 (a/1492).
3. In resolution 240 (III), the General Assembly approved, in principle, the
establishment of a United Nations telecommunications system, reaffirmed the
United |Nations as an operating agency in the field of international
telecomminications, and authorized the Secretary-General to present to the fifth

\. regular session such recommendations as he deemed necessary for the purpose of

' giving effect to the Asseaﬁbly‘s decigion., It was polnted out by the Secretary«

i General in his report that, in sddition to meking provision for radio broedcasting
facilities, a comprehensive telecommunications plan should take account of the
needs of "point-tompoint” facilities for written record and telophone traffic
between the United Nations Headquerters, overseas offices and missions In the
field, The Secretary-General recommended, however, that the development of such
facllities should not be proceeded with for the time being, since exieting
commercial arrvengements appesred to be adequate, and the present volume of traffic
would not warrant the additionel expenditure involved. Accordingly, his proposals
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envisaged the construction by the United Netions of minimal broadcasting
Tacilities only, to be used for services of gpecial pricrity end services to
areas which cannot be effectively or appropriately served by the use of aveilable
national facilitles. The procurement wes proposed, therefors, of ome 200-kilowatt
transmitter in the New York area equipped with entennas beemed on Europe, Africa
and Iatin Americe, with e relay installation in North Africa consisting of two
50-kilowatt tranemitters with antennas directed to South Africe, Europe, the
Mlddle Fast and Asta., In order to minimize construction and operating costs, the
Secretary-General proposed that these facillities should be operated under &
maintenance and service contract by an outside contrector, in which event it was
estimated that operating costs would be comparable to the costs involved for an
equal amount of time on the netionally operated facllities presently in use,
The new facilities to be acquired and operated by the United Nationé would, it
ves estimated, accommodats 50 per cent of the present broadcasting schedule,
On this basls it was anblcipated that no net addition to the budget in respect
of operating costs would be Incurred, since the Organizaetion would disgpense with
certaln transmitting fecilities which currently entail rental charges of over
$95,000. The total estimated capital cost of the modified plen recommended by
the Secretary-General was estimated at $1,983,000, The Secretary-General proposed
that he should be authorized to accept for this purpose such voluntary
contributions or donatlons as would be appropriate and necessary to caxrry oub
his suggestlons in whole or in part. The General Assembly was further informed
that in all proposals presented to and considered by the Inbternatlional
Telecommnication Union, Unlted Natlons freguency regulrements necessary for the
implementation of the United Netions telecommunications system have been fully
recognized, 1n addition to which, the Intermational Telecommnication Union hes
accepted the United Nations as an operating broadcasting agency and a non-voting
member of the Union,
L, e Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions expressed
the view that the proposed plan would offer an apprecisble advantage to the
United Nations, subject, however, to the comditions governing the acceptance of
donations or contributicns belng clearly comsonant with the dignity of the
Organization, and effording the necessary safeguards for the independent operation
and security of the telscommunicetions systeni. Consequau‘bly, the Adviscry |
Committese considered it rleéira.’ble that the Secretary-Ganeral should be glven
[elear guidence
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clear guidance in this connexion ghould the Gemeral Assembly decids to approve
the plan as recommended. |

5. During the initial discussion of the Secretary-General's proposals at the
263rd meeting of the Fifth Committee, certain delegatiocns, before taking &
decision, asked the Secretary-General for additional information as to what
negotiations, if any, were taking place, the mature of the voluntary contributicns
enviseged, and vhether sponsgored redic was in any way involved. In respomse to
these reguests, the Secretary-General submitted a further note (A/C.5/401), in
which the Fifth Committee was assured that the inbegrity end dignity of the
United Nations would be fully protected in every respect in connexion with the '
acceptance of any dometions that might be offered for the purpose of implementing
the proposed telecommunications plan, The Fifth Comudttee was advised that,
irhile no formal negotilations had taken place, informel explorations hed indicated
that vossibilities existed of obtaining aufficient donations on the sole
condition that they be used for the furtherance of United Nations interests in
the field of broadcasting, The Secretery-General wished, however, to state,
without reservation, that it was not his Intention to permit the United Wations
telecommmications system at any time or in any way to be usel for commercial
A(_purposes » or for any other ends not 1n accordance with the specifiic intereste
of the Organizetion., No donation, thersefore, would be acceptable if any
conditlon other than the furtherance of such Interests were attached.

6. At the 27hkth meeting of the Fifth Committes these assurences were
reaffirmed, including the assurance that approval of the Secretary-Gensral's
recommendations would not involve the United Nations in any additional or
supplementary expenditure either for capital or operatiocmal purposes. It was
further stated, on behalf of the Secretary-Genersal, that the criteria of
furthering exclusively the interests of the United FNatlions would preclude
acceptance of any donaetion or comtribution wkich carried with it any political,
economic or moral obligation. With this understarding, the Fifth Committee
unanimously approved a draft resclution instructing the Secretary-General to
proceed with the Implementation of the proposels as reccmmended,

‘f. The Fifth Committes, therefore, recommends to the General Assembly the
adoptlon of the following resolution:
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UNTTED NATTONS TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM

The General Assambiy '
1., TInstructs the Secretary-Genersl to proceed with the m;g;lamen‘bation of
the proposals outlined in document A/lhﬁlk for s modified Unlted Netlions
telecomrmunications system, provided that the capitel expemditure involved
does not constitute a net addition to the budget of the Unlted Wations;
2. Authorizes the Secretary-Generazl to accept for thlis purpose such
voluntary contributions and/or donations as would be appropriate and
necessary to carry out these proposals in whole or in part, 1t belng
understood that any and all facilities or funds made avallable to the
United Nations as a result of such voluntary gifts or contributlions would
become the exclusive property and be under the sole coutrol of the United
Nations;
3. Requests the Secretary-General to report on this matter to the slxth
sesgion of the General Assembly.
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