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+s In accordence with instructions given by the Genersl Ascembly at its 285th
plenary weeting, the Fifth Committee, at its 27lst to 274th meetings inclusive
held on 22 and 30 November 1950, considered the'scele of assesstents for the
apportionment of the expenses of the United Nations for the financial year 1951.
The Committee had before it the reporb of the Committeo on Contributions (A/133O
and Corr. 1) : o :

.+ In the courss of. the diecussicns, several representatives stressed the
necessity of the Committee's heving et its disposal adequate and accurste
stetistical data,. Such information it was stated, was required to establish e
scele which fully reflected: the facts of the world economic situation. It was
realized thet leck of data in certsin ceses wes due to the fect that countries did
not possess stetistical services capable of providing the comprehensive information
required, but Member States were urged, as far as possible, to provide the United
Nations with adequate and reliable data for their countries, When the Committee
heg not sufficient. officiel informetion, it should turn to the most readily
available eources of reliable intormation. c
3. . Considersble comment wes mede on the working rule of the Committee on
Contributions that generally no chenge, either upwards or downwards, of more than
10 per cent in eny ons year should be proposed in the percentage contribution of
any country. This rule had been edopted by the Cormittee because it felt that 1t
should not rpcommend drestic chenges but should move with caution, gfé.dually
'e:i'ix:iinéting h&l&&}]@@ﬁﬂenﬁs”in' the sceles The view was expressed in the Fifth
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Commit.tee the.t 1f thie rule wes fouowed, some Stetes would for many yeers pay a
contribution vory much lower then would be equitable according to their capacity
to pey. The retention of the rulse would meke it impossible for the Committee on
Contributions to establish a scals of essessments reflecting the rapid
reccnsrviction in many countries of wer demage end destruction. The Committee .on.
Contributions should thorefore not continue to be guided by a rule which tended to
perpetuete the. mqualitica of. tbs existing scale ’- but should” abandon 1t at least
es long us the ccale l.arl not become pore peYmanent, On the othar hand, the view
wes also expresced that 1t chould.be left to the discrotion of the Cormittee to
apply the rule, ‘beering in mind thet o somevhat greater. flsxibility might be
necesgexy du.rin(; the next fow yeers..

b, In mn:»xion vith the ceiling, principle, the rcpreeentat*ve of the Unitea e fia
States of. Americe. aa,ir‘ that, in 191«8 the General Asseribly had recognized "thet An .
normal tines 0o ons, Mamber State ahould contribute more thon one third of tho
ordmary eJCpenses of the United Netions for eny one year" (resolution 238A (III)

of 18 Loverber 19148) In 191&9, e token reduction of 0.10 per cent in the . . .
contritution .of the. Un.itgd Si;_e.tps _oi:._ Amsrice had been made. A further mductli‘on

of 0.87 per ée_x;t;_ wLE now. rqco;:;nended. ,frha_t. reduction could not de mgarded.__as
substential and he ba‘li,_ev_ed.fbhqt,_‘. & wore elgnificant reduction in the Unitod Stetes
contrib_dit;ﬁn w;cj.s, J‘.istifliee?py the improved coniitions. in countries which had been ..
siv.cn Epecial copsiceration for war demece., The representative of the Union of
Soviet Socialiet Re“ublics pointed out that the Unitod States of America had
suffemd no var demege. On the contrenr, 1ts mt‘onJ income end industriel
production hed inﬂreaaed. Nor hzn the United States any difliculty in obtaining
the neceseery currcncy, aince cont.ributions were peid in dollars. There wes
thorefore nothing to Justify a reduction of the United States contridbution. The
view wes also ezpreesad the.t. attempts to achie\o the idecl envisaged in General

Assexbly reeolution 238 A (III) should not proceed faster: than the. economic . . .
recovery of the uorld. i

A

e ‘ Owing to the continuing dollar ehortage in meny countries tbe prowsal thnt
the Secretazv-ceneral ehoula again, for t,ho yeer 19)1, be euthorlzed to accept part
of tho contributions for thc.t yeer 1n currenciee other than Unitod Statea c‘..ollarﬂ
was BtronglJ eupported. 1t ves stressed thut every poaaible effort should be made

to make the arre.nuexmnt for paymont of. contribution& 1n currencies other than
United States dollars ds compmhenaive es poseibls.

/6. Several
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6.  Severel members df tfxe Comﬁtteecexpmased the. hope-that in future it would
be possiblo to conslder the roport of LHo Uormittes on Contributions et en eerlier
stege in thé General AB3oTbYY- aeEuLeN ..t r Bl @ b a
s The repreeentotive ‘of Cuta:objected to his country 8 percentage contribution
bc.i'*g reis:.d. by 0,02 ag this wis’ not Justified by the. economic conditions of Cubda.
ts exporta vere' closely tiad’ to fluctuationas in the world market and hed been
steedily dcclining since 1947.: ‘He: suggested thot the Cormittee on Contributiona
'ebould consult the govornments of Mcrbsr States whon it recormended eny changes
in theix‘ perccnmrrr ‘contritution. ' He ‘would, thorefore, heve to vote ageinat the
report of the Comittac on Contributiong,
8.. -The: rerresertetive of S+wedsn stated that it had been mcogniwd rram the
"cz;\it;sst thet the essessment for Sweden was too high. Succesalve reductions hsd
Seen rads, bt his country's contridution would heve to be reduced even mom
before it could be considéred squitedble. ;He hoved thet the Committee on
' Contributions, ’ when studylhg the: esssasmonts of new Mezbers, would reconsider
Swedon's percéntags contridbution end would fix.it at a folr end ressonable level.
9. . fThe rerressntetive of Cansde: pointed out that, although the scels of  a
aascasxrante recorrended’ by the ‘Committee was an improversnt on tho scele 1n force,
he folt thot the improvemént was not sufficisnt to remove all its shortcomings.
Thé séaie appéam‘d not to toke into eccount the ropid end far-reaching
..mpfovomont' vhicﬁ'had'wken pléce in cortain.countries.. Consoquently, the
contribution of Cencda wes relativoly higher then it should heve been. He elso
stregsed the irportcnce of the éppliéetion of the per cepits contribution ‘
Principb.“ The Canedien delogetion was, however, reluctently prepered to accept
the :recdirmx'idations of the Cormittes on Contributions for the yesr 1951 on the
und,orstend..n{; that ths 10 per cent rule would not be applied next yeer. If the
acala proposad "in 1951 were not more: equitable, the Cunedien delegetion would

" review 1t3 position’entirely, -

10, The mpresentativo of the USSR pointed out thet the economy of the Soviet
Uni;m hed guffored sericus dislocetion es & result of the second world war. Wer
'd"mﬁee rad been coneldsrebls end, in spite of tho remerkabdle effort to.
rocmatruot the oconomr end the ‘results obtained he hed, due to the heevy losses
euffemd to oppoee any increese in hig country's rate of contribution.
Furthormore, the difficulty of securing foreign currency had steedily incrcesed.

v L /He therefore
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-,'.Ke ‘therefore reccxnended that: no change whould be madp in ﬂ” °x1°t1’33 scale for
10 )‘.‘-' " . I L i ; .
'll. Certain other delegations, hoaevor, mamtaimd t.hat 1n viev of Official
_ ,aée...ents concerning the economic expension.of the IBSR, 1t Hould appear that
: 'thct ¢ouatry ‘Wis ‘not beering its equitcble share of the cost of the United
IIatiﬂns, swing to the appliéation of:the. Tule established by tbe Comittee on
"Contributions end to the ebvence of eufficient statist‘cs.
', 12; The' yepresentatives of the Byelorussien £SR, the Ukreinian R, Czechoslove.kia
| and 'Polend 8180 ‘opposed the proposed increases in their contributions, dus to the
heavy war demnge euffered end the lagk of forelgn currency. They euppOrted tho
U‘&JR proposal to meintain the present,scele for the yecr 1951,
13, Thé roprosentative of.Creece exprecsed the view that, although the proposed
increese of 0.01 per ceat-wes not very large, the oconomic corditions of his
country, which had becen et wer until the sutumm of 1949, uid not Justify an °
increesa, Otber wer-stricken countries had hod five Jyearo in vhich to racover,
vheroes Greece had had only one year. Furthermore, Greece he.d experienced
coneideruble difficulty in ‘obtaining foreign currency. He therefore proposed that
the perccntose coatribution of hie country ahould he maintained at tho existing
rete. On thé basis of a. subsequent proposal reforred to 1n pa.ragmph 20, he
vithdrew his motion on the further. understendins that his etatemcnt end eny
eaditionzl informatisn made eveileble by, hia Govemnt would be considered by the
‘Com.tttee on Contribations,
14, The representetive of Isrzel atctec‘. that. his Governront had submitted
intormetion to the Cormittee on Conf,ribupions vhich shoved that Iorael's
‘contribution should be reduced. If it wcz&é.doéided .'to revise tho Committee's
eccle of esseesments, hie delagetion would esz for a reduction. If not, it
‘would be prepared to eccept the percentt;{o contributicn reccrrenced for the year
1951, but propoced to raise the question again at the next session of the Gepsrel
Assembly. » o
15. The representutive of Guatemcla felt t.hatf.suft‘icvient. grounds had not been
€lven for tho increeso proposed in the percentsgo contribution of his country end
thut the cdate used were somewhat inaccurete., The economic oituation in

Guatenale hod not improved since 1948, Hs requected that the 1950 scale of
essesszents ehould be used wlso far 1951, "

/16. The representative
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16, The representetivs of India thodeht that the economic sit\iation of hia

conntyy:did not: var¥ant “en 1ncreasa in ita percentage: contributios Referring to’
the ecpnomicieffect’ of ‘partition end the ‘a1ffielilt position of Fndda in regara to
:.‘:-:‘w-x excherigerand ‘other factors, os well es the improvement effected in the
gcoronds- ¢onditions ‘of Bther countriee which had suffered temporary dislocation

on acco'.mt of the Cecond World War, he suggeabed that the Committes on’

Contributions -ehould “in 1951 reconsider its recorrendetions in the light of ‘
up-to~date statistica, Tending this reviaion, he proposed that'thé. pnesent acab

of assessrents-should continis in force for 1951, :

17. The representetive of Venezuela reluctmtly eccepted the proposed increese in
his country's:rete iof- contribution ox 0 03, which, be pointed out, was more then

10 per cent, proviied the recoumnﬁations of the Committee were ‘accepted es' a

whole. If, however, the sccle’ were cha.n{,ed es a result of the :intorporetion of the
Indonssien assecement, he would ask the Cormitiece on Contributions to consider

the poosibility-of redticing the' mcrease in his country's rate of contribution

from 0,03 .t9,0,02 péer:cent,’ 'In concluaion, he intimated thet the.ection of his
delegution in the matter vas p“ompted by & apirit of goodwill end’ conciliation and

e deoire to fagilitate the work’ of the Fifth Comittee. .

18, The representative of Australia proposed that the question of the contribution "
to be paid by Indonseie should be mferred to the Committee on Contributions for _
lmnediete consideration.. No- attempt ehould be made to integrate the Indonesien’ '
assesnmn‘ into the scele’ for' 1951, ‘8ince this would necessitate adjusting the *
scele se a whole. Tho contribdution to be peid by Inf'onesia for 1951 ‘should be '

teken into eccount.ss income 80 that. all M.,mber otatee would benefit proportion&tely
from the _Procesds.... -l fia SO A » gt @ Tefe p BTG '
19. The representative of: Frence eugg,ested thnt the contribution of Indonesis’ ' ”
8hould be pluced in rceerve. The Cotmittee on Contributions should be: invited to. h
9“06"8‘0 ‘how the contribution could mst eq.xitably be divided cmong Menberxr Stat.es
eni the decision reached on the baeie thereof ehould be retroactive for 1951, -

0. The representative of: the Unisn of Eouth J*fr*ca suoeesteﬁ a combinetion of the'

Austra.nen and French proposels,: If 1t’ vas ag:eed to e.ccept the scale recommended
by tho Committes on Contributions, the Comnittee might be ackod-to re-axemins at its’
1951 session the caee of Menmber Stotes such &8 Groece whose contributions had been

increased before invorporating the esscesement of Indonesia into the scale,
2l. The USGR proposal that the scels of assessments for 1951 should remain the same

[es in 1950
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ag {n 1950 waa mJectbd by 21& Vo'oea to 5 wiéllx 15 ebstentions.
2., A P&kistani proposal thet the report of . the Committee on Contributions should
»2 veferred back to 1t for bevieion of .the scale-of apsessments.in the 1ight of
2 abo.te'cm*ts made by verious delega.tibne during the discussions on the sublect,
Fo Wint roecvahile the rete of contribution for 1951 should remain es for 1950,
was rejected by 25 votes t§ 15, with 4 ebetentions.
23, The dreft resolution embodying the recommendations of the Committes on
Contributions was voted on paragraph by peragraph, ;
i’aragranh 1 (scale of assesements) was sdopted by 34 votes to 8, with
3 abstentions, ' o ‘
"M (providing tha‘c. the scale should be reviewed egain in 1G51)
" was adopted by 39 votes to 5, with 1 ebstention,
Paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 (providing for the contributions to be.paid by -
R Suitzerland'and‘Liechtenstein to the expenses of the Intermational Court
of Juatice ’ a.nd authorizing the Secretary-General to collect part of the
1951 contributions in currencies other than United States dollars) were -
adopted unanimous]qr. '
The draft resolution as a whole was adoptod by 37 votes to 7, with 1
abstention.

24, It ves agreed to refer the assessment of Indonesis to the Cormittee on
Cont.ribi_xtiohs for urgent consideration end report. The report of the Cormittes on
Contributions on this subJect (A/1602) wes considered by the Fifth Cormittee at
its 276th meeting on 6 December 1950, :

25, The representative of Indomesia eccerted, on deknlf of his Government, the
recommendations of the Committee on Contributions which were considered equitable
in view of the econcmic conditions of his country. He also expregsod agreerment
with the draft resolution prescnted by the Secretary-Generasl in accordance with
which Indonesia would be celled upon to pey & sum in respect of the Working Capital
Fund for 1951 amounting to 0.60 per cent of the total emount of the Fund.

26, The recommerdetions of the Committee on Contributions end the Secretary-
General were approved, end it was decided to incorporate these recormsndations in
the dreft resolution to be presented to the General Assexmbly (esee paragraph 23).
27. In consequonce, the Fifth Committeo decided to recormend to the Gerperal
Assembly the following resolution:

/SCAIE OF
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SCALE CF ASSESSMENTS FCR THE APPORTIONMENT CF
| THE EXPENSES OF . THE.UNITID NATIGNS
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" 2. That, notvithstepding the prcvisicns of rule 159 cf the rules ¢f procedure
cf the General Assem‘cl}', the acale cf asseasments i'cr th apportionment of the
expenses of the United Nations- shall b» revicwed by the Ccmmittee cn S
Ccatributicns -in 1951 énd a repurt suhmitted fcr the ccnsideration of thd
General Asscmbly at its next regular sessi"n, ’

3. That switzerlend shall contribute 1. 65 per cent of the. expenseu of the
Internaticnel Court nf Justicﬁ fer the Xear 1951,.this asseesment having been
established after cOnsultation with .the -Swiss chernment in eccordance with the -

terms of Goneral Asaembly resoluticn 91 (I) of 1 Decamber l9h6

4, That the Irinci;ality cf Licchtenetein having beccme a, party to the °

Statute of the Interpaticnal: Court of Justico ¢n 29 March 1950 shall cuntribute‘

0.04 per cent of tho- expenses ef the Court -for 1950, this asaesament haviné

been established after consultaticr with the Liechtenutein deernmpnt in

accordance with General Assembly resoluticn 363 (1v) o 3 Dccember 1949;

5. That, notwithatanding the tormb cf fir.ancial regulaticn 5 5 ’, the aecreta.ry-

General be empowered to accept ap his discreticn énd arter conaultation‘vith

the Chairman of the Camittee -on Contributi,no, & .pcriion of the cyntributiana

of Member States for the financial year 1951 in currcncies othcr than United

States dollars;

6. That, for the year 1951, the aogcsument for the Ropublic of Indcnesiashall

be 0,60 per cent, which shall be in additidn to the scalo of ascestments

emounting to 100 per cent set cut in paragraph 1 above;
' /7. That, in view
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7. Thet, in view of the fact that the Republic of Indonesia became & Membar

cf the United Kations on 28 September 5.95'0; it shall contribute for the year

of edmiscicn to uembership an encunt equal to cne-third of the percentege
aceesement for 1951, calculated cn the basis of the dudget for 1950; -

b. Tnat, notwithstanding the yrovisions of finencial reguleticn 5.8, Indonesis
shall not he required to provide its prcporticn of the total advances to the
Werkipg Capital Fund for the year 1951, but shall deposit with the United Nations
en emount ccrregponding to 0,60 per cent of the total emcunt of the Fund, which
skall, upcen doterminaticn of the 1952 ucale of assessments, be credited to the
Fund subgect to eny necessary adjustment.
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