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1. The General J..ssembly, at its 285th plenary meeting held on 26 September 1950, 

decided to place on the agenda of its fifth session the item "Action to achieve and 

maintain full emploJ~.ent and economic stability: report of the Economic and Social 

Council", and to allocate it to the· Second Corr:mittee for consideration and re-port. 

2. In connexion with this item the Second Committee had before it the report of 

the Economic and Social Council to the fifth session of the General Assembly 

(A/1345)* containing a chapter enti tlecl "Full Employment" (chapter III). This 

chapter gives an account of the activities of the Council in the field of full 

employment during its tenth and eleventh sessions and describes the action taken 

by the Council in response to General Assembly resolution 308 (IV) of 

25 November 1949 on full employment. 

3. The Second Committee considered the item during eight meetings 

(A/C.2/SR.l37-144). The first five meetings were devoted to a general debate in 

which twenty-nine delegations took part, as well as representatives of the 

International Labour Organisation and the Food and Agriculture Organization. 

4; At the conclusion of the general debate, the Committee had before it the 

folloving specific proposals: 

(a) Full em~loyment (Economic and Social Council resolution 290 (XI)): 

proposals concerning the Council resolution were contained in part A 

of a draft resolution submitted by Chile (A/C.2/L.70) and in a draft 

resolution submitted by Uruguay (A/C.2/L.73). 

(b) Current lvorld economic situation: a proposal relating to the 

·xamination of the world economic situation by the twelfth session 

* 3ee Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifth Session. 8.r~TT~"'meYl~)!9.: .. J.• 
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uf the J~c.:uJJuJ!Iic FIIrd Suci<=d CDlii•t··il vltLt:J ~._;oHL1:1.Jned in part Bot· a 

a.r::.n. resolut.i on submitted by ChiJ c (A/C .2/L.'JO). 

(c) Guiuet:J 1'or· vl'Qtmi~.nr.ion 131H1 r·uJlocL:ion of oronomic; data in 

uno er-oeveJ vJ:led counl.ri e f:l: a draft re solnt ion suhm i. L 1-oJ DJ C11lw. 

(AjC .2/L. 71). 

(d) Medwni ?.Rt ion c.md m1omp l o,vmont: a oraf L l'P Pu l ,, H on sn11mi ·\.l.t::l1 b,y 

Cuba (A/c .2/L .72). 

5. The proposal contained in pa1·t A of the Chilean draft resolution as revised 

by its sponsor (P._jc. 2/L. 70/Rev .1) notecl. vri th satisfection Economic and Social 

Council resolution 290 (XI) and invited Governments to comply with its terms and 

-\~ 

to co-operate with the Secretary-General in carryine; out the tasks entrusted to him 

by that resolution. The draft resolutiqn submitted by Uruguay (A/C .2/L.'73) noted 

the Council resolution, congratulated the Council on the work accomplished and 

commended to its attention the desirability of continuing its efforts in the field 

of full employment, particularly ',-Ti th respect to under-developed countries. Tho 

Committee considered these pro-posals at its 142nd and 143rd meetings. After the 

representative of Chile haC\ orally revised his proposal to take account of the 

points made in the Uruguayan draft, the representative of Uruguay vlthdrevr his 

draft resolution. The CoiLillittee then conoiderea simultaneously both :part L and 

another Chilean proposal contained in part B of the Chilean draft r-esolution (see 

also paragraphs 8 to 11 belOI-T, concerninc; the Commi tteo 1 s action on part B) . 

C5evoral oral amendmentd ~rcrc offered. to t!1e reviscc!. Chilean c1raft by the 

:-cJpreoontativos of liuotr~:lia, Bolc;:l.um, Canad9., France, I'oru 2.110 the United ::Jtatos 

of ;'merica. Iw a result, o ncvr rev:l.sLon (A/C .2/L.70/Rev.2) of .tho Chilean draft 

resolution, Gfonsorcd also by rakistan, Puru anc'l U:rucuay, 'i-TElS submL ttod to tho 

Commi tteo. rrevious to votinc; on this jo5nt draft resolution, the Conunj_ttee nc;reecl 

to treat parts A and B us tvro 8opuru:\:e re ::;olutior.s. 

6. ,\t i.ts 143rd mcctinc, part A of the joint draft resolution IHW adopted l)y 3'7 

votes to 5, vi th 1 abstention. In ar3.optinc; the resolution, it 1ms the sense of the 

Committee that the Secretary-General should, 5_n viev of the rapidly changinc 

economic concH tion.s in the vrorld, rco;anl ldmsolf as authorized to use his 

c\.i,:;c:cetion ulth respect to tho t:iYo 11crioc~. to be covered by the special 

gue st:i.onnai l'J l'0fclTcd to :iL :ps::.o:::~:~rc:pL::; lJ. and 13 (b) of ;:.~conomic e.nc1 Eoc ial CouncLL 

/resolution ~~9C (XI) 
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rotJo1_nLlon 21)0 (XI) so us not to ask Gvvermrc:nta to submit est.imat.es of their 

balance o:f ilde1.'W:1L:ionel }~!1,YlJJOlltS for a longer per:lod than they can no,., l'etl.~lODI:tbl:y 

be expected to supply. 

7. The Second Cornmi.Lt6t: uccordingly recommends to the General Assembly the 

aa.-.~vLion o:t' reAolution A. ~emnexed to the present report. 

Current world economic situation -------·-
B. Part B of the draft resolution as revised by Chile (A/C.2/I,.70/Re·; • .l) f!,ca.1t 

with the need for discussion by the Economic end Social Counc:i.l at i t£J t.ue:1·.i.'-L!, 

session of current international economic problems in conncxion with the C!om;c:G: s 

examination of the ;.rorld economic si t.untion, so that the Council mlc;ht b·e in a. 

position to make recommendations to Goverr..r:'"cnts and to the General Assembly 

concerninG measures desie;ned to make J::ossiblc the . uninterrupted pro cress of 

prosrarrur..es of economic stability and c.evelophent. This draft reso1t1tion also 

prorose& arrangements for obtaining the v :Lcvs of the r!·3mbors of the Council ar:& of 

the other Hembers of tho United Nations concerning this matter prior-to the o-pening 

of the tvrelfth session of the Council. 

s~·. i•art B of the Chilean draft resolution wes COll3idered by the Co!ll.ird.ttea 

k) :L l,-.:~ll"~:aJ:cously uith pe..rt A and the Comm.it:Lce 1 s conzideration of the prorosal is 

described h " paragraph 5 above. 

10. The Corrmi ttee Etdopted the draft resolution contained in part B of th~? jojnt 

draft resolution submitted by Chile, Paki uten, I'cru and Urucucy (A/C .2/JJ. 70/Hev .2 ) 

by 37 votes to none, vri th 6 abstentions. 

11. The ~3 o cond Committee therefore recomrr,ends to th·~l Conc:rc:l AssemlJJ.y i:b f: :~,'1 CJ)Yt i. c.n 

of resolution B annexed to tho pre sent rerort. 

Guides for organization and collection of economic data 
in under-develo~ed countrie8 

12. The draft resolution submitted by Cuba in A/C. 2/L.71 ~·ms eonsir~erc<'. b;r ·!.~ _ . , 

Comrni ttee at its 14 3ro. and I 44th meeUngs. The prorosal recon!lllenO.ed tho.t ~~L;; 

Secretary-General, in co-operation with the specielizec1 agencies concerned, sho')l0 

prepare material '·rhich would be of help to undor-develo-pec countries in or·c;unizing 

and collecting economic data in conne:;cion with r~ccnomic nnd Social Cot•:ncH 

resolution 290 (XI).: it .further r.ffirmed that any expensez involved could be chc:;::·cct~ 

"t o the Special !·ccount set np under Economic and ~-3ocial Council resolution 

222 A (IX) relati.ng to technical a ssist&nco. An amendment to the resolution 

/ subm:l tted l.);;r 
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submitted by Pakistan and Peru (A/C.2/L.74) was subsequently withdrawn by its 

s~onsors after a statement by the representative of the Secretary-General that the 

request regarding the preparation of such material could be carried out provided 

financial resources were available. 

13. An oral amendment by the representative of the United States of America to 

delete the last operative paragraph of the draft resolution covering the method of 

financing the work requested of the Secretary-General was adopted by 24 votes to 7, 

with 15 abstentions. After several oral revisions by the Sionsor and an oral 

amendment by .hustralia, accepted by the sponsor, the draft resolution, as amended, 

ims adopted unanimously by the Committee. 

14. In adopting this resolution the CorrJllittee oxpressed the view that, vhile it 

iiished to ensure that the work described in the resolution vould be carried out, it 

had deleted the last operative paragraph of the original Cuban draft resolution 

(A/C .2/L. 71) fDecause it did not deem it advisable to make any} decision concerning 

the method by which this work was to be financed. 

15. The Second Committee therefore recommends to the General Assembly the adoption 

of resolution C annexed to the present report • 

. Mechanization and unemployment in under-developed countries 

16. The draft resolution submitted by Cuba (A/C.2/L.72) on mechanization and 

unemployment in under-developed countries vas considered by the Committee at its 

144th meeting. After several oral revisions by the sponsor and oral amendments 

by the representatives of Canada, the United Kingdom and the United States· of 

J:.n:erica all accepted by the sronsor, the draft resolution, as amended, was adopted 

unanimously. 

17. The Second Committee therefore recommends -to the General Assembly the adoption 

of resolution D annexed to the present report. 

/RESOLliTION A 
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Considering that the Economic and Social Council, in its resolution 290 (XI) 

concerning full employment, has formulated recommendations to Governments designed 

to strengthen the resistance of their national economies and of the international 

economic structure against the danger of recession, 

Considering that the additional studies which the Secretary-General and the 

various groups of experts are requested to undertake by that resolution are 

designed to provide a sound basis for the adoption of national and international 

measures tending to ensure full employment, both in economically advanced and in 

under-developed countries, 

l. Notes with satisfaction the vie;orous action taken by the Economic and 

Social Council in connexion with full employment; 

2. fE.Yi tes Governments to co-operate with the Secretary-General in carrying 

out the tasks entrusted to him. 

/RE801L"TION B 
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RESOl1.i'l'lON B 

CU.l:<l~t•!li.'P FuHLU Ji:CONOMlC ol'l'UA'l'lON 

'J'he G.:m.,re.l Assembly, 
-~· -------. ------- ·• ---· - · 
Besxinp, in mind that, as a result of the international events of the last few 

muni.hs, new economic factors have appeared which may unbalance and dislocate the 

general economic stability and the economic prowess of many countries, 

Recognizing that, under Articles 55 and 56 of the Charter, the United Nations 

is under an oblioition to use all the means at its disposal to ensure the steady 

grmrth of the vrorld economy and to prevent the emergence of those factors of 

economic dise~uilibrium which impair general economic stability and disturb the 

economic development of the under-developed countries, 

1. Requests the Economic and Social Council, when examining the world 

economic situation during its twelfth session, to pay special attention to changes 

currently taking place in the international economic situation, with a view to 

recomrrending to Governments and to the General Assembly measures designed to make 

possible the uninterrupted progress of progrBJr..mes of economic stability and 

development; 

2. Invites all the members of the Economic and Social Council to submit to 

the tvrelfth session of the Council their vievrs concerning the vay in which the 

current v·rorld situation has affected. their economic progress and the prosrects of 

contj_nuing world economic expansion, and, if possible, to communicate these vie>·rs, 

throuch tho Secretary-General, to the CouncH 'before the opening of its hrelfth 

.session; 

3. Invites all the other Members of the Uni tee. NaHons similarly to submH 

their vievrs to the Council, vvith the object of assisting the Council in its task 

of recommendinG measures referred to in parac;raph 1 above to the Governments and 

to the General Assembly. 

/RESOLUTION C 
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GUIDJ:!:S FOR ORGiJUZATION ATIID COJLEC'l'IOH OF ECONOMIC DATA II\ 
illiD::!;R-DE\TELOIED COill'iTRIEG 

The General Assembly, 

Noting that the Economic and Social Council, in resolution 290 (XI) of 

15 August 1950, inter ali a, 

(a) Recormr.ended that Governments should furnish the Secretary-General 

'l·rith a wide range of economic and statistical informe.tion relating 

to the implementation of that resolution, 

(b) Stated that "Having regard to the fact that, in some predominantly 

agricultural countries, figures for unemployment and under-employn:ent· 

may not be easily ascertainable and full employment goals may, if 

related only to industrial labour, lead to misleading conclusions, 

and that, consequently, it may not be possible for such countries 

to implement certain provisions of this resolution", 

(c) Invited the International Labour Organisation to take all feasible 

further steps towards the practical implementation of the recommendations 

of the Sixth International-Conference of Labour Statisticians, in 

order to facilitate international comparability of employment and 

unemployment c'Iata, with special reference to their use in the 

formulation of full employment standards and annual employment 

goals, policies and programmes, 

Being aware that the Economic and Social Council, in part E of the 

above-mentioned resolution, recorr..menc.ed that the Secretary-General and the 

specialized agencies should provide_. within their capacities, technical assistar.ce 

to governments, on their request, for the purpose of assistinc under-develo:ped 

countries in this respect. 

Recommends that the Secretary:-General and the specializecl agencies, te.kinc; 

into account the different institutional circumstances in the under-developeC::. 

countries, prepare material which may serve to guide Government s 'Wishing to make 

use thereof and "lvhich should set forth: 

(a) The types of data considered necessary t.o provide up-to-date 

information r egardine; the level of economic activity, employment, 

unemployment and under-employment; 

~b) Procedures 
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(b) Procedures and methods suitable for obtaining and presenting such 

data; 

(c) Other suggestions relating to the organization of adequate government 

machinery necessary for obtainin3 the said data. 

/RESOL"G'I'IOI~ D 
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MECHANIUTION A11]) UNEMPLOYME'NT IN UlmER-DEVELOPED COID-:TRIES 

The General Assembly, 

Having in mind that, at its fourth session, it expressed its belief that 

"action is needed to overcome unemployment and under-employment such as that 

arising, particularly in uno.er-developed countries, among large numbers of people 

engaged in agricultural pursuits; and that, ·to this end, it is necessary, 

~ ~' to stimulate the economic development of under-developed countries",* 

Having noted that the group of experts appointed by the Secretary-General under 

Economic and Social Council resolution 221 E (IX) of 11 August 1949 to report on 

national and international measures required to achieve and maintain full 

employment has expressed the view that in the under-developed countries a large 

part of the population could be diverted from agricultural occupations vTithout any 

decrease in agricultural output, and that "the only remedy for this form of 

disguised unemployment is economic development, which constitutes the major economic 

problem of the world"**, 

Bearing in mind that the terms of reference of the Sub-Commission on Economic 

Developmen-t., whose functions now fall to the Economic, Employment and Development 

Commission, include 11 ,studying the effects of industrialization and changes of a 

technological order upon the world economic situation", 

Commending the Economic and Social Council for the action it has initiated in 

paragraph 22 of resolution 290 (XI) on full employment, by which the Secretary­

General is requested to appoint a group of experts to prepare, in the light of the 

current world economic situation and of the requirements of economic development, a 

report on the national and international measures required to reduce unemployment 

and under-employment in under-developed countries, 

Realizing that the mechanization of production essential for increased 

: productivity n:ay in many cases give rise to unemployment unless additional 

employment opportunities already exist or are simultaneously created in the economy 

as a wnole, 

* General Assembly resolution 3C8 (IV) of 25 November 1949. 

** E/1584. 

/1. Requests 
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l. ReQuests the Secretary-General to impress upon the group of experts to be 

appointed by him undor paragraph 22 of Economic and Social Council resolution 

290 (XI) the necessity of giving due consideration in the course of their work to 

(i) Hays and means of preventing any aggravation of the problems 

of unemployment and under-employment in under-developed countries 

that may occur as a result of the mechanization of production in 

certain branches of industry and agriculture; 

(ii) Measures of social security designed to ensure that there will 

be no interruption in the income of workers temporarily unemployed 

through mechanization or technological progress) taking into account 

the work of the International Labour Organisation in this field; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General and the specialized agencies concerned) 

in f ac ilitating the work of the above group of experts) to bear in mind the 

present resolution. 




