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(aaoptea on the report of the Thira Committee (A/1682) 

The General Aaaembl,v 1 

Conaiaering that, bY ita resolution 362 (IV) of 22 October 1949, it approved 
' the recommendation of the Special Committee on Methods ana Frooedurea that the 

General Assembly might aeoide to convene a conference of plenipotentiaries to 

study 1 negotiate 1 draft 1 and possibly sign. coii'I'entiona that had oeen drawn up 

bY Conferences in which all Members of the United Nations have not been invited 

to talo part, 

Considering the desirability of enabling the Governments of states not 

Members of the Ullitea Nations to participate in the final stages of the drafting 

of the C::.nvention relating to the status of Refugees, as prepared bY the M: Roc 

Committee on Refugees and Stateless Persona and the Economic and Social Council, 

l. Decides to convene in Geneva a conference of plenipotentiaries to complete 

the drafting of and to sign. both the Convention relating to the status of 

Refugees and the Frotocol relating to the status of stateless Persons; 

2. Recommends to Governments participating in the conference, to "'4ake into 

consideration the draft Convention submitted bY the Economic and Social council 

am, in particular, the text of the definition of the term "refugee" as set fcrth 

in the annex hereto; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to take the steps necessary for the convening 

of such a conference at the earliest possible opportunity; 

/4. Instructs the 
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4. Instructs the secretary-General to invite the Governments of all States, 

both l>lembera and non-members of the 'Oi:lited Nations, to atteDd the said ccm:f:'erence 

of plenipotentiaries; 

5· Calla upon the 'lli:lited Nations Hish Commissioner :for Refugees, in aooord.ance 

wit.ll the ;provisions of the Statute of his Office, to participate in the W:Jrk of 

the Ccm:f:'erenoe. 
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lJR.iiFT CONVENTION RELATING TO THE STATUS OF REFUGEES* 

Chapter I. Articl.e 1 

A, For the ]ur]oses of the ]resent Convention, the term "refugee" shall a]]ly 

to any ]arson who: 

(1) Since 1. August 1914, has been considereil a refugee unller the 

./U'rangements of 12 May 1.926 anil 30 June 1928 or unller the Conventions 

of 28 october 1.933 anil 10 February 1938, the Protocol., of 1.4 Se]tember 1939 

or the Constitution of the International Refugee Organization; 

Decisions as to eligibility taken 'by the International Refugee 

Organization !luring the ]erioll of its activities shall not ]X'event the 

status of refugee being accorllell to :Persons who ful.fil. the conilitions 

of ]aragra]h 2 of the ]resent article; 

(2) As a result of events occurring before 1 JaDUary l95l anil owing to 

well-founileil fear of being ]e~secuteil for reasons of race, rel.igion, 

nationality or :POlitical O:Pinion, is outside the country of his 

nationality, anll is unable, or owing to such fear or for reasons other 

than :Personal convenience is unwilling, to avail himself of the ]X'Otection 

of that country; or who, not having a nationality anll being cutside the 

country of his former habitual. residence, is unabl.e or, owing to such fear 

or for reasons other than :Personal convenience, is unwilling to return to 

it; 

In the case of a :Person who has more than one national.ity, the above term 

"the country of his nationality" shall mean any of the countries of which he is 

a national, anil a ]arson shall not be deameil to be lacking the ]X'otection of the 

country of his nationality if, without any valid reason based on well-founlleil 

fear, he has not availed hilllsel.f of the ]X'otection of one of the countries of 

which he is a DB.tional. 

* Text of Cha]ter I, Article l as am.end.ed bY the General Assembly at its 
325th :Plenary meeting. 

jp,, The ]resent 
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.tl, The :present Convention shall cea.se to ap:ply to any person falling under the 

trerms of section A if: 

(1) He has voluntarily reavuiled himself of the protection of the country 

of his nationality; or 

(2) Having lost his nationality, he has voluntarily reac~uired it; or 

(3) He has ac~uired a new nationality, and enjoys the :protection of the 

country of his ne\i nationality; or 

(4) He has voluntarily re-established himself in the country which he left 

or outside which he remained owing to fear of persecution;-or 

(5) He can no longer 1 because the circumstances in connexion with which 

he has been recoe,ni_zed as a refugee have ceased to exist 1 cl.a:lm grounds 

other· than those of personal convenience for continuing to refuse to avail. 

himself of the :protection of the country of his nationality. Reasons ·of 

a purely economic character may not be invoked; or 

(6) :Being a person who has no nationality, he can no longer, because the 

circumstances in connexion with which he has been recognized as a refugee 

have ceased to exist, and he is able to return to the country of his former 

habitual residence, cl.a:lm grounds other than those of personal. convenience 

for c:o:n:tinuing to refuse to return to that country. 

c. The :present Convention shall not apply to persons who are at :present 

receiving from other organs or agencies of the United-Nations protection or 

assistance. 

D. The present Convention shall not apply to a person who is recognized bY the 

competent authorities of the country in which he has taken residence as having 

the rights and obligations which are attached to the possession of the nationality 

of that country. 

E. The :provisions of the present Convention shall not apply to any person with 

respect to whcm there are serious reasons for considering that (a) he has 

cOIII!Ilitted a crime specified in article VI of the London Charter of. the 

International :VJilitary Tribunal; or (b) he falls under the :provisions of 

article 1.4, paragraph 2, of the Universal Declaration of HUI!lll.ll Rights. 

F. The Contracting states may agree to add to the definition of the term 

"refugee" contained in the :present article persons in other categories, including 

such as may be recommended by the General Assembly. 




