UNITED NATIONS

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

GENERAL

A/1Th8
18 December 1950

ORIGINAL; - ENGLISH

Fifth sessicn
Agenda ltem 3¢ (a)

IRAFT CONVENTION ON FREEDOM (OF INFCRMATION

Resclution aedovted by the (oneral Agsenbly at
1tg 325th plenary meeting on 14 December 1650

(adoptod on the report of the Third Committee (A/1630))

The General Assembly,

Recalling ite regolution 313 (IV) of 20 Cctober 1949, the recommendation of
the sixth session of the Coummlssicn on Humen Rights regarding freedom of
informaticn and the discussion comcerning tuat recommendation at the eleventh
seaslon cf the Economic and Social Council,

Congidering that freedom of information end the Pﬁrposea of the TInited
Natlons are indivisible,

l. Appoints a Commlittee consilstlng of the reopresentatives of the following .

fifteen countries; Cuba, Ecuador, Egypt, France, India, Lebancn, Mexlco,
Netherlands, Pekisten, Phillppines, Seudi Arabiae, Union of Soviet Secialiset
Republics, United Xingdem of Grest Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of
Amerlca, Yugoslavie, which shall meet at the Headquerters of the United Natioms
g soon as possible, but not later then 1 Mexrch 1951, to prepere a draft
conventlion on freedom of Information, taking intc conslderation the draft approved
by the Unlted Netlons Conference on Freedom cf Imformation held at Geneva from
23 Merch to 21 April 1gk8; the text voted during the second part of the third
session of the Generel Assembly; Article 14 of the provisicpal text of the areft
First Internationel Covenant on Human Rights; anmd the observations contelned in
the summary records of thes meetings of the Third Committee dealing with the
question;

2. BReguests the Committes to report to the Eccmomic and Soclal Councll at its
thirteenth session on the results of its work and to suhmit recommendetlons, In
rerticular, with regard to the advisability of convening & conference of
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plenipotentieries with a view to the framing and signature of a convention on
freedom of information;

3. Regquests the Secretery-General to sukmit the Comittes's report, together
with the draft or drafts of the convention preparsd hy the Committes, to the
varions Govermments concerned for their congideration;

k. Invites the Govermuments sp ¢onsulted to trensmit their suggestlons and
observations to the Secretery-Gensral by 15 June 1951;

5. Recommends the Economic and Social Council to consider the Committee's
report at 1ts thirteenth session end if 1t thinks £1t, in the light of the
Committee's recommendetions and the observetions of Govermments, and elsc teking
into consilderation the Genersl Assembly's wish that one or more conventions to
ensure freedom of Information in the world should be adopted as soon as possible,
to convene & conference of plenipotentieries 40 meet as soon as possible and not
later then 1 Februery 1952, with a view to the freming and signature of &
convention on fresdom of information, based on the dreft or drafts prepared by
the abhove-mentlioned Committee and on the observations of Goverrments.
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