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I have the honour to refer to a ].etter dated 29 November 1966 addressed- to you

by the Permanent Representative of Ethiopia on the subject of French Somal-iJ-and. and

clrcufated as dacunent A/6rtB daled" I Decenber 1966.

The E'thiopian representative has indicated in his conmuaication that the draft
aesolution on French Scmalllarjd passed by the Organization of Afrlc{rn Unity was

co-sponsored by Sonalia. This is not correct, but since the natter has been r&lsed

by Ethtopla, 1t 1s pertinent that I shoufd clari.fy the situatlon.
The official records of the meeting of the oAU on this natter state that

although several- countries introd-uced resolutions and amendments on the question

of f'rench So&alLl-and "none of the draft reso.futions vas adopted. It r,ras, thereforet

decided to ask the foflowing countries to prepare and present another d.raft

resolution to the Conmittee: Tunisia, Upper Volta, Scrnalia and Ethiopla. The

resol-ution presented later to the Committee by the Sub-committee vas adopted" by

2! votes for, 2 against and B abstentions. "

'/h11e 
the Scnall delegatlon particiFated in the vork of the Sub-Conmittee

a.l-ong wlth Ethiopia, lt vas not €mong the co-sponsors of the draft resolutlon whl-ch

flna].ly €merged, the reasons being that the reGolutlon feff short of our

expectatlons and purported a fundanental change ln the accepted nonencfature of the

Terrltory. Throughout the debate on the question the Scrnal-i d.elegation objected

strongly to the change in nonencl-ature and reglster€d strong reservations at the

tj-ne the resolutlon vas voted upon.

Somalla to the United Nations ad.dressecl to the Secletary-General-

D 66-,2r,,



A/6158
English
Page 2

In fact, the Scmafi Prirde Minister explained. to the Conference that the
Territory r.tras known only as I'xench Scmal-iland by the local lnhabltants and by the
internatl-onal conmunlty at large. A change ln nc&enclatuxe could onlyr, be effected
by the inhabltants of the Territory.

I should be grateful if you would kindly circulate the text of this fetter to
al-l States l4enbers of the United Natlons.

(Srenea) Abdul-rahjm Abby FAIAI{
Ambassador

Perrdanent Representative
to the United Nations
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