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OF I\DEPENDINCE TO COIONIAL COU\IIRIXS AND PECPLES

l,c Lter datec ll ,.oen;ar 1o?T. f r'^r +r,- Charcd lrar'faires. a.i..
of the Perr-anent Mission of PortuAal to the Unitecl Nations

in the cou.rse of the Cebate cn agenda ite;l 2J wbich tuck Flace in the
General Assenrbly, seyeral delegates mad.e alregations crj-tical of ihe Governnent
:f Ptrtugal in thc canteal, Jf the cvents which are al]-egel *"o havc taken place in
the Republlc of Guinea on 22 and2J November I!fO. i,trith a vieff to settine the
record straight, I r+ish to j-nvite attentlon tc the letters dated
4 and 7 Decenber I9?O addresseC to the Presldeni of bhe Securi-t1r Corlrrcil- and

circulated as councll docunents unaer the s;mbols s/lOol4 and s/1o024 respectj.vely.
-n these LeLLers the Portuglesu Ccverr.ltrent, ha; clclrly statccL -:rs case concerning
the alleged events in the BepubLic of Girinea, and ri4r delg-ggtlorr r.rishes heTeby to
reiterate the stand then takerl. tr'or ail relevant purptses ) I ouote lr eloi,,,. the
texts of the aforement,ioneo- letters, whi.cli shoul-rl be consid.ered as fcr.itiir'rB nart
of the pr"oceedings of the debate on itert 2j:

(C) Letter dated 4 tecember 19'10 {S/lOoI4)

': ,. ha..-e the hcnour, under ingtmctions frou ni, Govefnment, to rcake
ieference i.o the repcrt of the Secu-r.ity CouncIL Special lij-ssion to the
I.lepublic of Guineri --stabl-ished lnder resolution 18! (f970), and to lnvite
iha attention of the Securlty Council to the follotring:
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lhe Governrnent of the portuguese Repubric has the honour to formarrydeclare that it did not order or authorize or consent to any nilitary
operations against the lepubl-ic of Guinea and. reiterates thl stateroent
contalned in its lettex of 22 November L97O (3/9989) tfrat it is not in
any manner responsible for the occurrences in that corrntry. The portuguese
Gover:nnent has repeatedry expressed 1ts deslre for peaceful collaboration
rrrith all States, and in particular wlth those States tlaving frontiers
contiguous with Portuguese territories. This same desire ior peace andco-opeTation it now reiterates once again, without reservatio-ns orrestrictions. The Portuguese Governrnent cannot, however, refTain fromregretting that sone of these States that are its neighbours in Africa donot reciprocate these desires of portugal, and sherter rn their terlitories
organizations that are dairy attacking portuguese rocalities and citizen;,subsidlzing, arming and equipping the military apparatus of these
organizations, and retainlng illegitinately prisoners taken by then inPortuguese teritory. Numerous are the vlttins that are 

"ausld 
b., " ,u.,

thus vaged from the territory of these Stetes, and considerable tirenateriai losses that re€u1t fron it, without even achieving, contxarX,- tovhat these organizations effirmr any control over territorv or the adherenceof pol,ufatlons .

The Portuguese Government regrets that the Unlted Nations have never
sought to velify these acts of aggression, .which have been several times
communicated to the Security Counclf, and which.were not cosmunicated
oftener because of a realization of the futlltty of such conmunicati-ons .rndeed, a jurisprudence has been evolved in the united Nations that issyslrenatically acverse to portugal, deaf to ar-r reasons that we can present
while at the sane tlme being very rilling to listen to any accusation that
1s l-evelLed against Portugal. In the present lnstance, il would seem partof elementary justice that the commission of enquiry should not draw anyconclusions or that ihe Security Councif should not pronounce itself,r'iithout previousry informlng the portuguese Government of the facts which itconsiders as proving the responsibility of any of lts subjects,

-- Thus, in taking cognizance of the conclusions of the cornnission of enquirydispatched to the Repubr-ic of Guinea, the portuguese Government is taken bysurprise and "ejects any resolution whlch nay seett to establilrh theculpability of Portuguese entltles or individ,uars in circumstances that areso blatantly contrary to natural justice,

I should appreciate it if your 5xcellency would be good enough to havethis letter published in the usual nanner as a document of the security councir.

f qi dhaA I 1-+-a-i ^ D-+-.'^{\Jrh eu / .tITLUILIO ra LI !ClO
Charg6 draffai"esr a.i. J of

Portugal to the tinlted l,lations'l

i avail myself, eic.
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(b) letter dated , December I97t (,3/ICO24)

"i have tbe honour to iransmit herewlthr und.er instrlctions of ny
411?F-rYIAnl-. lha +Av+ ^f qn offinial ..nnrrhi^r,l i<c,,.,,1 lrrr flra M.tn.ic+hr f^-vJ u[L -,.rrrto ur.y LL -foreign Affalrs, in Lisbon, on J Deceltber 1!JO, concerninA the recent
events in the Republic of Guinea:

rl. Only yesterday could the Portuguese Government take
cognizance of the full- texb of the report of the llission appointed
by the United Nations Security Council to visit the Republic of Guinea
and report on the events which recentty took place there. Regarding
the contents of this document, it is considered opportune to stress in
brief the following loints:

'2. The Mission stayed in the Republic of Guinea from
2J to 28 November Lj'lC, and, appears to have vlsited only Conakr.y and
the prison camp at Klnd.i.a. In the course of, these days, the Mission
heard various statements on the occutrences made by the autharltles
of the Republic of Guinea, and the depositions of several dlplomatic
representatives and certain ind_iv-iduals presenteLr to thenr as prisoners
by the GuLnean authoritles. The Ivlission also judged that it ought to
hear the representatives of a non-Guinean poLitical group, the PAIGC,
an anti-Portuguese organization which seeks to spread subversion and
rfisorder in ttre territory of the Portuguese province of Gulnea., trhich
does not form part, as fal: as it is known, of the political and
administrative structure of the Republic of Guinea.

t3, As far as the depositians given by diplomatic representatives
al:e concerned, these are demogogic statements nade by representatives of
certaj"n African countries which habitually attack portugal ln the
United Nations, and of cornraunist countries whose Governments had atreadv
expressed identical l:oints of viev even before the arrival of the
Jv,Iission in Con.qkrrr, rlhara rn ra +Laar |'^rldli+ -^+r.,..__.,ing new to Lhe Mlssiorrrs
notlce. Also, varlous representatives of European and American countries
'were heard, but these limited themsefves to describing what they had
witnessed, without ln any manner being able to explain the orlgin or
fha nlion*i rrac ^f +l-.a ^^_ _cullences .

t4. During its stay in Guinea, the ldission was inforned by the
Goven:ment of Gulnea that the country had become the object of a new
attack jn another part of jts territory, without any effort having
aplarently Leen made to investigate thls allesation.

15. Final1y, interrogation was caffied out of seven rprisonerst
whicb the report expxessly declares ae having been selected by the
authorities of the P.epublic of Gulnea from the sixty to seventy
ailegedLy interned ar Kindia, as a result of the occurrences. It is
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to be not,eC furthermol:e, that the principal- de])ositiorj r,ras e.i\renby ranki|g Lieutenant Januairio lopes, a nal,ive of Bissau, '/ho had
deserted fron the Province of Guinea wa1, baek, bein6 accuseci in a case
of volu.ntary honicide in vhich the victin vas a riilita.ry element
belonging to his rnli. Thus, it is on stateuents made by lritnesses
obvicusl;. prepared, presented and u,nder the physicat and psychologlcai
controi of the autharities of the Fepublic of Guinea, that rest the
conclusicns presented by the llission appointed b-r, the Security Cou-nci1.
It i- also strarge tl^.a t these i r Le -_.c ?Lr,ions a l!,rays Lo.:( rlaJe in tlte
lresence of, and r^'ith the active intervention of, officials of the
Republic o.f Gulnea, a fact that did not 1lermit the Mission to ca:rrv out
i.ndependentlyr as it ought bo, the task of investitjation rqith wh:lch it
was entrusted. The concfusions alle phfased in a vague rranner since it vas
not possible to present conclu,sive el..idence. And thu-s) d-espite the factj;hat nc one ccul-d definitely prove the identi ty af the ships salC to
be involved in the occurrences, the lviission encts by affimin€J on the
basis of presumptions, that in its I cons;idere.i opinionr these ships
vere Pcrtuguese ships, having abcard elements of r:he portug'r1ese arned
forcesj as well as forces traj.ned in pcrtuguese +"erritory.

t(,. It is thus verilieC ttrat i.n one way or: another the only
source of inforrnaticn available ta the irllssion r.as the Gover-nrnent of
the B€publ-ic of Guinea I,rhl ch had in ttre neantlne taken all the neasures
to prevent +.he entry lnto the country of an)r foreign correspondents
whc could witness erents lrhile its capital was threatenecL b1. sn
r invaslon' .

t7. Bu-t it is unbelievable that a naval force colrld have been
able t,o act f1'eely, during a.l-nost two Cays, B- short distance away from
the shores of Conakry without the Guinean air force and navy havtng
taied io interfeTe. luring this period the Conakry airport was
supposedly lieeping i'ls norrial traffic in spite of being .bhreatened and
al:tacked Lry an invading force. ['he inr,,aile rs wo]_rld include numeroLis
f^rai'r'l *F-nF-ariF.e r.'h,. i....rdir,o in i-h- Gr'hFrh c.\,arh ah.t hq.t haah
k11led, althou.gh the XTission did nct see either the boC.ies of sllch
mercenaries or any Dther priscnel:s bu+, those vho had been carefully
chosen :'-n order to be heard iry the Mission and. -Lo lresent j..b with the
version ccnvenlent to the Gl:rinean authcrities.

t8. Or,ring bo these and many other consideraiicns that could be
nade to the present repolt \,ihi ch has been dr:ar,rn up unllateral\r and
vithout posslbilit]. of contra Jirijr.j -rhc cr/iden4e sh,,lr- iilile prepa.cj:6:
it, the Portuguese Governrnent ls constrained. to emphasize that the
conciusicr:s of thls document alre r]ot a(:ce]r LaL_Le irL the light oi the
r[o6t elementaly prcceduraL lrinciples .

t9. in :pitc of lhe i/-a{ncss Lf thL .Jep rs-l .lns ;t ihere- by the
Ilission, there was a preoccur,:ation .Jf passiilpr rapidll. on to th3
resolution phase withi-n the f::ane ol' the 3ecur:ity Council and idllowing
the anti-Portuguese or:iented line whj-ch, lroin the ou,tss+;.. tenCed io
explore such events fcr a lredetermi.teci obJecti./e rhlch irhe interrrational-
Press has alsc r:eflected, 
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rIC. Ihe Portuguese Government, which has tried during the latest
years to widen afl possible contacts and to intensitf il" co-operati.on
rsith the African countries shall follow its firro orientation of
establishing peaceful Telations vith its neighbours, based on the
respect for their sovereignty without prejudice to its right
of l:gitlmate seff-defense against the aggression of whlch it has
repeatedly been and continues to be the victj-m.

!fl, I should appreciate it if Your Excellency would be gocd
enough to have this letter publi-shed in the usual manner as a
documenil of the Securlty Council.t

L aval L TTTVSeIT - eIC.

(SUg94 ) Antdnio Patrlclo
Charg6 draffairesr a.i., of 

-.Portugal to the United Nations "

- slralJ. appreciate it very rnuch if Your Excelfency will di-rect that this
i--tter he published as a document of the General ,rssembly.

'-"--+^-(jiqteS ) Antdnlo PATRICIO
Chargd dlaffeires, a.i., of

Portugal to the Lrnr'-teo Nations




