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1. An item entitled "Question of the reservation exclusively for peaceful 

purposes of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, underlying 

the high seas beyond the limits of present national jurisdiction, and the use 

of their resources in the interests of mankind: (a) Report of the Committee on 

the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of 

National Jurisdiction; (b) Marine pollution and other hazardous and harmful 

effects which might arise from the exploration of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, 

and the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction: report of 

the Secretary-General; (c) Views of Member States on the desirability of 

convening at an early date a conference on the law of the sea: report of the 
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Secretary-General" was included by the Secretary-General in the provisional 

agenda of the twenty-fifth session on the basis of General Assembly 

resolutions 2467 B (XXIII) of 21 December 1968 and 2574 A, B and C (XXIV) 

of 15 December 1969. 

2. At the request of Bulgaria, Syria and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

in a letter dated 15 August 1970 (Aj8047), subsequently joined by Hungary 

(Aj8047jAdd.l), Poland (Aj8o47/Add.2jRev.l), Iraq (Aj8047/Add.3) and 

Czechoslovakia (A/8047/Add, 4), an i tern entitled "Question of the breadth of the 

territorial sea and related matters" was included in the supplementary list of 

items (Aj8o50jRev.l). 

3. At its l88th meeting, on 17 September 1970, the General Committee recommended 

the inclusion of both items in the agenda and, by 13 votes to 4, with 

5 abstentions, it decided to recommend that the two items should be combined and 

worded as four sub-items: 

(a) Question of the reservation exclusively for peaceful purposes of the 
sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, underlying the 
hign seas beyond the limits of present national jurisdiction, and the 
use of their resources in the interests of mankind: report of the 
Comwittee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor 
beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction; 

(b) Marine pollution and other hazardous and harmful effects which might 
arise from the exploration and exploitation of the sea-bed and the ocean 
floor, and the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national 
jurisdiction: report of the Secretary-General; 

(c) Views of Member States on the desirability of convening at an early 
date a conference on the lm; of the sea: report of the Secretary-General; 

(d) Question of the breadth of the territorial sea and related matters. 

After rejecting by 13 votes to 6, with 5 abstentions, a proposal of the USSR to 

allocate sub-items (c) and (d) to the Sixth Committee, the General Committee 

recommended by a vote of 15 to none, with 9 abstentions, that the item as a 

whole, in its amended form, should be allocated to the First Committee. 

4. The General Assembly, at its l843rd plenary meeting, on 18 September, 

rejected, by 69 votes to 18, with 23 abstentions, a proposal by the Soviet Union 

that sub-items (c) and (d) be allocated to the Sixth Committee, and adopted the 

recommendation of the General Cowmittee that the item as reworded should be 

allocated to the First Committee, 
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5. T'he First Committee considered the i tern at its 1773rd to 1789th meetings, from 

.!5 November to 8 December, and at its l794th to 1796th meetings, from ll to 

14 December ~~d its 1798th to l80lst meetings on 15 and 16 December. Following 

introductory statements by the Secretary-General, and by the Rapporteur and the Chairman 

of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond 

the Limits of National Jurisdiction, the First Committee held a general debate on all 

four sub-items concurrently from the l773rd to the l789th meetings. A general debate 

on the draft reso1utions and amendments thereto took p1ace at the ~?94th to l796th 

and l799th and lBOOth meetings, held between 11 and 16 December. The Committee voted 

on the draft resolutions and amendments at the 1798th to l800th meetings on 

15 and 16 December. 
6. The First Committee had before it the report of the Committee on the Peaceful 

Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction;1f 

the report of the Secretary-General entitled "Marine pollution and other hazardous 

and harmful effects which might arise from the exploration and exploitation of the 

sea-hed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, beyond the 1imits of national 

jurisdiction" (A/7924); and the report of the Secretary-General on the vie;ls of 

Nember States on the desirability of convening at an early date a conference on the 

Jaw of the sea (A/7925 and Add.l-3). 

7. The First Comrni ttee also had before it a letter dated 24 November from the 

Chairman of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor 

beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction addressed tv the Chairman of the First 

Committee, transmitting the text of a draft declaration of principles governing the 

sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoi1 thereof, beyond the limits of national 

jurisdiction (AjC.ljL.542). 

8. Seven draft resolutions with revisions and amendments were submitted to the 
First Committee. 
9. A draft resolution was submitted on 18 November by the United States 

(AjC.ljL.536), subsequently co-sponsored by the Dominican Republic. A revised text 

was submitted on 12 December (AjC.ljL. 536/Rev.l) and introduced by the representative 
of the United States at the 1795th meeting, on 12 December. It read as fo1lows: 

n The General Asse!nbly 

"Recalling its resolutions ?98 (VIII) of 7 December 1953, 1105 (XI) of 
21 February 1957 and 2574 A (XXIV) of 15 December 1969, 

"Recalling further its resolutions 2340 (XXII) of 18 December 1967, 
2467 (XXIII) of 21 December 1968 and 2571f (XXIV) of 15 December 1969, 

"Taking into account the results of the consultations undertaken by the 
Secretary-General in accordance with paragraph 1 of resolution 25?4 A (XXIV) 
which indicate wideapread support for the holding of a comprehensive conference 
on the lac1 of the sea, 

Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-fifth Session, 
Supplement No. 21 (Aj202l). I ... 
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"Conscious that the problems of ocean space are closely interrelated 
and need to be considered as a whole, 

"Notinf!: that the political, economic, scientific and technological 
realities of the last decade have accentuated the need for progressive 
development of the law of the sea, 

"Having regard to the fact that many of the present States Members 
of the United Nations did not take part in the United Nations conferences 
on the law of the sea held at Geneva in 1958 and 1960, 

"Recognizing that scientific development and rapidly expanding 
technological capabilities underscore the importance of prompt action 
by the international community, particularly with regard to resources 
of the marine environment, 

"Convinced that international co-operation and the conclusion of new 
treaty arrangements with respect to questions concerning the law of the sea 
would assist in promoting the principles and purposes of the Charter of 
the United Naticns, 

"Affirming that such treaty arrangements must seek to accommodate the 
interests and needs of all States, whether land-locked or coastal, taking 
into account the interests and needs of the developing countries, 
particularly those which are land-locked, 

"Havinf!; cons ide red the report of the Corr,mi ttee on the Peaceful Uses of 
the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdictio,, 

"Convinced that a ne'd conference on the law of the sea wculd have to 
be carefully prepared to ensure its success ann that the preparatory work 
ought to start as soon as possible after the termination of the twenty-fifth 
session of the General Assembly, drawing on the experience already accumulated 
in the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor 
beyond the J"imi ts of National Jurisdiction, 

I 

•1. Decides to convene in 1973 an International Conference on the Law 
of the Sea to deal with a broad range of existing issues relating to the law 
of the sea~ particularly in order to conclude one or more international 
agreements wj.th respect to an equitable international regime for the area 
and the resources 0f the sea-bed and the ocean floor and the subsoil thereof 
beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, including appropriate international 
machinery, a precise definition of the area, and related anti-pollution 
measures, on the basis of the Declaration of Principles contained in 
resolution ___ (XXV), as well as the breadth of the territorial sea and 
the related matters of international straits and fishing rights of coastal 
States in adjacent areas of the high seas, the conservation of the living 
resources of the high seas, the effective regulation of marine activities 
in order to prevent pollution and such other related matters as the conference 
may decide upon; 

I 
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"2. Decides to determine at its twenty-sixth session the precise 
date, location and other pertinent details relating to the convening of 
the conference, taking into account the progress made by tltat time. 

II 

"l. I:ecides to enlarge the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed 
and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction by--~~~---­
additional members, taking into account equitable geographic representation; 

"2. Instructs the enlarged Sea-Bed Committee in the capacity of the 
Preparatory Committee for the new International Conference on the Law of the 
Sea to hold two meetings at Geneva in March/April and August 1971, to prep~re 
for the conference draft treaty articles on the international regime and on 
all other matters referred to in paragraph l of Part I of this resolution, and 
on such other related matters as the Committee may decide to recommend for 
consideration; 

"3. Authorizes the Committee to establish such subsidiary bodies as it 
deems necessary for the carrying out of its mandate; 

"4. Refers to the Committee the relevant records of the G"neral Assembly 
and the specialized agencies; 

"5. Requests the Secretary-General to render the Committee all the 
assistance it may require to facilitate its preparatory functiono, including 
the submission to it of such documentation pertinent to this item as may be 
provided by Governments, the specialized agencies, and intergovernmental 
bodies; 

"6. Requests the Committee to prepare, as appropriate, reports on the 
progress of its .:ork to the General Assembly; 

"7. Requests the Secretary-General to circulate those reports to 
Member States and Observers to the United Nations for their comments and 
observations; 

"8. Decides to invite other Member States which are not appointed to the 
Committee to participate as observers and be heard on the s~ecific points; 

"9. Decides that the enlarged Committee, as well as its subsidiary 
organs, shall have summary records of their proceedings; 

"10. ILvites UNESCO and its ICC, FAO and its Committee on Fisheries, 
IMCO, WMO, IAEA and other intergovernmental bodies and s~ecialized agencies 
coacerned to co-operate with the Committee in the implementation of the 
present resolution in particular by providing scientific and technical 
documentation on matters falling within their competence. 

III 

"Re~uests the Secretary-General to ascertain the views of Member States 
regarding the desirability of holding a preparatory session of the conference 
in the summer of 1972 open to all participants at which no final decisions 
would be reached. 11 

/ 
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10. Amendments to the above revised draft resolution were submitted on 12 December 

by the United Kingdom (A/C.l/1.561). They provided as follows: 

"l. In part I, operative paragr'l.ph l, tenth line, delete all words after 
'adjacent areas of the high seas', and replace by the following: 

'questions of marine pollution other than those related to the sea-bed 
regime in the light of the work undertaken and results achieved by 
the relevant international organizations and conferences, and such 
other specific measures as the General As~embly may decide uron; '. 

"2. In part I, operative paragraph 2, after the word 'conference', the words 
'as well as the precise agenda and the further organization of preparatory 
work 1 • 

"3. In part II, operative paragraph 2, fourth line, delete all words after 
the word 'resolution' and replace by the following: 

'and at its discretion, submit to the General Assembly at its 
twenty-sixth session proposals for further specific matters for 
inclusion in the aecnda of the Conference;'." 

ll. A draft resolution was submitted on 19 November by Brazil and Trinidad and 

Tobago (A/C.l/1.539). It read as follows: 

nThe General Assembly~ 

"P.ecalling its resolutions 798 (VIII) of 7 December 1953, ll05 (XI) of 
21 February 1957 and 2574 (XXIV) of 15 December 1969, 

"'raking into account the results of the consultations undertaken by the 
Secretary-General in accordance with paragraph ]_ of resolution 2574 A (XXIV) 
which indicate widespread support for the holding of a comprehensive conference 
on the law of the sea, 

"Havinl'; regard to the fact that the problems of ocear, space are closely 
interrele,ted and should be· dealt witb as a whole, 

"Noting that the political, economic and technological realities of the 
last decade have accentuated the need for progressive development of the law 
of' the sea, 

"Convinced that the elc.boration of an equitable international regime for 
the seR-bed and the ocean floor lying beyond the limits of national 
jurisdiction would facilitate agreement on the questions to be e.camined at 
such a conference, 

"Co:winced further that a new conference on the law of the sea should be 
carefully and rtethodically prepared to ensure its success, 

"Takir::l'; into consideration the view that a new conference should be 
conver::ed only after studies and consultations reveal tbat grounds exist for 
a rEascl!able expectation of agreerr.ent on the issues., ; 
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"l. Deems it desirable to convene, in the near future, a conference 
on the law of the sea which would deal with the broad range of existing issues 
relating to the regimes of the high seas, the continental shelf, the 
territorial sea and contiguous zone, fishing and conservation of the living 
resources of the high seas, and questions relating to pollution and scientific 
research, in the light of the international regime to be established for the 
sea-bed and ocean floor beyond the limits of national j'Jrisdiction; 

"2. Establishes an ad hoc committee composed of fifty-four States to be 
designated by the President of the General Assembly, having due regard to 
equitable geographical distribution; 

"3. Instructs the ad hoc committee to examine, within the terms of 
paragraph l above, the broad range of issues in the field of the law of the 
sea, with a view to making recommendations as to the agenda and procedures 
of the proposed conference, taking into account the results of the 
consultations undertaken by the Secretary-General in accordance with 
resolution '2574 A (XXIV); 

"4. Requests the ad hoc committee: 

(a) To work in close co-operation with the Committee on the Peaceful 
Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor Beyond the Limits of National 
Jurisdiction, 1;ith the specialized agencies concerned and with the 
intergovernmental bodies dealing with the problems referred to in the present 
resolution; 

(b) To report to the General Assembly, at its twenty-sixth session, on 
the questions mentioned in paragraph 3 above; 

"5. Invites the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the 
Ocean Floor Beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction and other 
intergovernmental bodies concerned to co-operate fully with the ad hoc 
committee in the implementation of the present resolution; 

"6. Requests the Secretary-General to render the ad hoc committee all 
the assistance it may require in legal, economic, technical and scientific 
matters for the efficient discharge of its mandate." 

12. A draft resolution was submitted on 2 December by Chile, Kuwait, Libya and 

Peru (A/C.l/1.543) and subsequently co-sponsored by Algeri.a, the Den:ocratic Republic 

of the Congo, Indonesia, Madagascar, Yugoslavia and Zambia. It was introduced by 

the representative of Kuwait at the l780th meeting, on 2 December. A revised text 

was submitted on ll December by the same co-sponsors (A/C.l/1.543/Rev.l and Corr.l) 

with the addition of El Salvador, Iraq and Liberia, subsequently co -sponsored by 

Brazil, the Ivory Coast, Lebanon and Pakistan. The revised text was introduced by 

the representative of Kuwait at the 1796th meeting, on 14 December. For the text, 

see paragraph 35 below, draft resolution II A). 

I ... 
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13. A draft resolution was suLmitted on 2 December by Argentina, Australia, 

Brazil, Cameroon, Canada, Ceylon, Chile, Cyprus, Eduador, El Salvador, Ethiopia, 

Iceland, ~' Indonesia, Iran, the Ivery Coast, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, Lesotho, 

!,iberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Malta, Mexico, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, 

Yemen and ---Peru, Singapv,·e, the Sudan, Thailand, the United Arab Republic, 

Yugoslavia (A/C .ljL. 544), subsequently co-sponsored by Austria, Belgium, Colombia, 

Ghana, Guyana, Iraq, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Trinidad and Tobago and the United 

Republic of Tanzania. In introducing the draft resolution on behalf of the sponsors 

at the l78fith meeting, on 7 December, the representative of Malta requested 

priority for that draft. A formal proposal to this effect was made by the 

representative of Chile and seconded by the representative of Malta at the 

l799th meetin& on 8 December. The draft resolution embodied the draft 

declaration of principles transmitted by the Chairman of the Committee on the 

Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction 

(AjC.l/L.542) (see paragraph 7 above) (for the text see paragraph 35 below, draft 

resolution I). 

14. A draft resolution was submitted on 7 December by Guyana, Indonesia, 

Jamaica, Kenya and Peru (A/C.l/L.545). A revised version of this draft resolution 

(AjC.l/L.545/Rev.l), with the adCiition of Ecuador as a co-sponsor was submitted 

on 9 Decefr,ber and was subsequently co-sponsored by Sierra Leone. It was 

introduced by the representative of Jamaica at the l794th meeting, on ll December, 

and read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling it,; resomtions 798 (VIII) of 7 December .i953, 1105 (XI) of 
21 February 1957 and 2574 1°" (XXIV) of 15 December 1969, 

"Recalling further its resolutions 2340 (XXII) of 18 Decer.,ccor 1967, 
2467 (XXIII) of 21 December 1968 and 257h (XXIV) of 15 December 1969, 

"Taking into account the results of the consultations undertaken i1y the 
Secretary-General in accordance >Jith paragrapb J of resolution 2574 A (XXIV) 
vhich indicate widespread support for the holdi'1g of a comprehensive 
conference on the law of the seaJ 

11 Conscious that the probletrls of ocean space aTe closely interrelated 
and need to be considered as a whole, 

"Noting that the political, economic, scientific and technological 
realities of the last decade have accentuated the need for progressive 
development of the law of the sea, 

; ... 
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"Having regard to the fact that many of the present States Members of 
the United Nations did not take part in former United Nations conferences 
on the law of the sea, 

"Convinced that the elaboration of an equitable international regime 
for the sea-bed and the ocean floor and the subsoil thereof beyond the limits 
of national jurisdiction would facilitate agreement on the questions to be 
examined at such a conference, 

"Having considered the report of the Cornmi ttee on the Peaceful Uses 
of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction, 

"Convinced that a new c mference on the law of the sea would have to be 
carefully prepared to ensure its success and that the preparatory work 
ought to start as s~on as possible after the termination of the twenty-fifth 
session of the General Assembly, drawing on the experience already accumulated 
in the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor 
beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction, 

"L Notes with satisfaction the progress made so far towards the 
elaboration of the international regime to the sea-bed and ocean floor and the 
subsoil thereof beyond the limits of national jurisdiction through the 
Declaration of Principles adopted by the General Assembly on ... ; 

"2. Decides to convene early in 1973, if possible, a conference on the 
law of the sea which would establish an equitable international regime, 
including an international machinery, for the area and the ··escu-rces of the 
sea-bed and the ocean floor and the subsoil thereof beyond the limits of 
national jurisdiction, and deal with a precise definition of the area, as well 
as with the broad range of related issues including those concerning the 
regimes of the high seas, the continental shelf, the territorial sea and 
contiguous zone, fishing and conservation of the living resources of the high 
seas, the preservation of the marine environment, including inter alia the 
prevention of pollution, and scientific research; 

"3, Reaffirms the mandate of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 
the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction 
set forth in resolution 2467 A (XXIII) of 21 December 1968; 

"4. Decides to enlarge the said Committee by twenty-nine members, 
taking into account equitable geographical representation thereon; 

"5, Instructs further the enlarged Committee to hold two meetings in 
Geneva in March-April and August 1971 in order to prepare as expeditiously 
as possible: 

; ... 
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(a) ~he draft of a treaty embodying the international regime including 
an international machinery for the area and the resources of the sea-b"d and 
ocean floor and the subsoil thereof beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, 
taking into account the equitable sharing by all States in the benefits to 
be derived therefrom, bearing in mind the special interests and needs of 
developing countries, be they coastal or land-locked, on the basis of the 
Declaration of Principles governing the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor and the 
Subsoil thereof beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction adopted by the 
General ·"ssembly on ... ; 

(b) A comprehensive list of subjects and issues relating to the law 
of the sea referred to in operative paragraph 2 which should be dealt with 
by the conference, and draft articles on such subjects and issues; 

"6. Authorizes the Committee to establish such subsidiary organs as it 
deems necessary for the efficient performance of its functi.ons, bearing in 
mind the scientific, economic, legal and technical aspects of the issues 
involved; 

117· 
progress 

Requests the Committee to prepare, as appropriate, reports on the 
of its ·work to the General \ssembly; 

"8. Requests the Secretary-General to circulate those reports to 
Member States and Observers to the United Nations for their comments and 
observations) 

"9· Decides to invite other Member States which are not appointed 
to the Committee to participate as observers and be heard on the specific 
points; 

11 10. Requests the Secretary-General to render the Committee all the 
assistance it may require in legal, economic, technical and scientific matters 
for the efficient performance of its functions; 

"ll. Decides that the enlarged Committee, as well as its subsidiary 
organs, shall have summary records of its proceedings, 

"12. Invites UNESCO and its Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, 
FAO, WHO, ll~CO. ~~40, IAEA and other intergovernmental bodies and specialized 
agencies concerned to co-operate fully with the Committee in the 
implementation of the present resolution, in particular by preparing such 
scientific and technical documentation as the Committee may request." 

15. ~e following amendments were submitted to the revised seven-Power draft 

resolution. 

(a) Amendments submitted by Norvmy (A/C.l/L-553) on ll December :reading as 

folluws: 
11 1. In operative paragraph 2: 

(1) In the first line, delete the vrords 'if possible'. 

(2) In the fifth line, de:Cete the V~ords 'and deal' and in the same line, 
insert the ·word 'deal' before the vrords 'with the bread range' • 
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~3) In the r;eventh line; after the \•.rCJrds 'the territorial sea aEd 
contiguous zone 5 r J in.sert the :·!O:rds 1 inteYr..ational .straits, r .. 

11 2 .. In cperoT,ive pu:ragraph Lt:. after t,he "~i!Ords 'the sajd Committee by·'~ 
insert the ·h10:rds ~the follcHing 1 

11 3. Replace sub-paragraph (b) of opercttive paragraph 5 by the following: 

1 (b) anci draft treaty or treaties on the ether issu•cs referred to in 
operative paragraph 'J, I 11 

'-' . 
(b) Amendments submitted by lustral~~' ,Japan, the Netherl~~nds, New Zealand 

and the United Kingdom (A/C .ljL. 554) on ll Deeem"t;er and subsequently c0-spons ored 

by :Selgium.. r_rhey were introduced by the representative of Nev."' Zealand at the 

l795th meetinG;; on 12 December.' 'dho orally rev·ised smendment 4 (3) (c) and 

amendment 3. f:s oTally rev-ised, the revised amendment read as follows: 

ul. In the fourth preambular paragraph, insert the \>JOr-:i 1 out::.<tanding' 
afteT the ·1.\•ord 1 the 1 ~ 

11 2. Insert the follo(ding nevt p:reacibular paragrapt a.fter the fj_fth 
lJrea~fJ1J.lEn' paragraph: 

1 Ccmmending tb_e Frepe.rator;)T Comr1i~,t.ee fcx;_~ the 1972 Conference on the 
:n-~1ma:1-Erc\il.ron~nt anci the Inter-gcverr:.men.te_l Huri.time Consultative 
Or,hanizcrtinn for their efforts in inil~ie.ting preparatory -Hork to.-Jards a 
hroad-rang.ing consideration of the pr(_)blerr<S of ma:tine poJ..l'J.tion, and 
noting t."~1e important 1vork aJ.so in hand in this field :Ln the Food and 
J'\griculture 0rGanizati.cu and ::)the:r speci al.i.z.ed agencies, 1

• 

11
). Dele"~~e the seventh preambul8r pc'3.r3graph an.ci replace it I'd th the 

::·ollO"h'ing: 

'Co~~~_}:.e,:::~d that on equ~~table inte~cnational n?g~~me for the sea-bed and 
the ucean floor n.nd the su~bso:i.l thereof beyonQ the limits of national 
ju:.~isdiction shoc.ld be elc:.borated at such a conference and that thA 
suc~essfal accompl.ishrr~er:.t o:f this tc::.sk 1.-:ould facilitate agreemect on 
the other- questicns to be resol'Jed at such a conference,'. 

11 l.~~ In opera:cive paragraph_ 2: 

(l) I.n the first line, delete the wo-rds 1 if possi-ol~ 1 
.' 

(2·) In the fi.:·:·st 2nd second li.nes, S'_fter r laH of the sc:a 1 
, :l.n,_,ert the 

~v;orJs 'for the tmi"p0f3e of concl1....;.ding ,JnC' or more internati cnal convent ions 
(n) r ancl in the f:Lfth linF..: delete the -,:..,rnrds 1 deal ':,'ith 1 • 

(3) Also in the f-i.fth line~ delete all the 110rds af·cer tdef:inition of the 
area! and replace by thE'! follcwing: 

1 (b) \!Ji tD respect to the breadth of the territorial sea and the 
direc.tly I'e:-t.ated matte:r·s of interne:-: t:; onel straitu and the inteTests of 
coast,a1 St:;ri:icf3 in r'-~ca:r:-: to fisheries in adjacent are&s of the high seas~ 



Aj80CJ7 
English 
Page 12 

'(c) With respect to questions of marine pollution 8ther than those 
covered under (a) in the light of the work undertaken and the results 
achieved by the relevant international organizations and conferences; 

'(d) With respect to such other specific matters as the General 
Assembly may decide upon; ' • 

"5· P.t the end of operative paragraph 3, insert the words 'as modified 
by the present resolution;'. 

"6. In operative paragraph 4, replace the "dords 1 enlarge the said 
Committee by twenty-nine members' by the following: 

'add to the membership of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the 
Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction 
a further L327 Member States to be named by the President of the General 
Assembly after appropriate consultations with regional groups;'. 

11 7.. In operative paragraph 5: 

(l) In the first line, delete the word 'enlarged' and after the word 
'Committee' insert the words 'in the capacity of preparatory body for the 
Conference on tlle LaH of the Sea 1 ; 

(2) In the second line, before the word 1 August 1 insert the 1>10rd 
1July-'; 

(3) In sub ·paragraph (a), after the words 'The draft of a treaty', delete 
the words 'embodying the inte:cnational regime ••. be they coastal or land­
locked', and insert the follcwing: 

1 or treaties on the matters referred to _in sub-paragraph (a) of 
operative paragraph 2 of this resolution'. 

(4) Replace sub-paragraph (b) by the following: 

'(b) t!1e draft of a treaty or treaties on the matters referred to 
in sub-paragraph (b) oi' operative pa:cagraph 2 of this resolution; 

'(c) at its discretion, proposals for further specific matters for 
inclusion in the agenda of the Conference, for submission to the General 
Assembly at its twenty-sixth session.' 

"8. In operative paragraph 6, replace the word 1 Authorizes' by the words 
'Instructs further' and replace the words 'for the efficient performance of 
its functions' by the ·..;ords 't:c ensure rapid progress on all the questions 
enumerated in operative paragraph 5;'. 

"9· In operati.ve paragraph 7, second line, replace the word •to' by the 
words 1 and, in !'articular, to submit a report to the t1-1enty-sixth session of'. 

"10. Inse:ct the folloHing three additional operative paragraphs after 
operative paragraph 8 and renmnber the remaining paragraphs accordingly: 

I ... 
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'9· Decides to place on the provisional agenda of the twenty-sixth 
session of the General Assembly an item entitled "Question of a 
conference on the law of the sea"; · 

'10. Requests the Secretary--General to present to the twenty-sixth 
session of the General Assembly recommendations concerning the method of 
work and procedures of the conference and related administrative 
questions; 

'll. Declares its intention of determining at its twenty-sixth 
session the venue, the precise dates and duration and the organization 
and procedures of the conference, as well as the further organization of 
preparatory work, in the light of the report of the Committee and of the 
recommendations submitted by the Secretary-General in accordance with 
operative paragraph 10;' ." 

(c) Amendments submitted by Malta (A/C.l/1.555) on 12 December, and 

introduced at the l796th meeting on 14 December, as follows: 
111. Delete the fifth preambular paragraph. 

"2. After the sixth preambular paragraph, insert the following new 
preambular paragraph: 

'Recognizing that rapid scientific and technological advance renders 
necessary and urgent a further development of the law of the sea to 
accommodate the needs and interests of all States in a framework of close 
international co-operation,'. 
11 3. Delete the seventh preambular paragraph. 

"4. Replace operative paragraph 2 by the following: 

'Decides to convene early in 1973 an international conference on 
the law of' the sea to conclude one or more international conventions with 
respect to: 

(a) the creation of an equitable international regime for, and the 
precise delimitation of, the area of the sea-bed and the ocean floor 
and the subsoil thereof beyond the limits of national jurisdiction on 
the basis of the Declaration of Principles adopted by General Assembly 
resolution (XXV) on 1970; 

(b) a broad range of· issues relating to the law of the sea, including 
those concerning the breadth of the territorial sea, matters concerning 
international straits, the regimes of the high seas, the continental 
shelf~ the territorial sea and contiguous zone, i'ishing and the 
conservation of the living resources of the high seas, the preservation 
of the marine environment, the prevention of pollution and scientific 
research; 

; ... 



A/8C9T 
English 
Page 14 

(c) ::=uch other matters concerning the law of the sen as tl-ic General 
AsGe~bly rr:::;.y •1ccide ~ 

11 5. Delete operat.j_ve faragrE}Jh 3 ~ 

a6. In opere,tive pa:ragrarh J+, after the lNOrd 1 Cormni t.·i.,;ee 1 , insert the 
v.rords 1 on the .Peacef\J.l Uses of the Sea~ Bed and. the Ocean Floor beyond the 
Limits of National Jurisdiction 1 • 

11
[. Replace operative paragraph 5 hy the :fol 1cYVline;: 

r 5. Deci_9.~ furthe!. that tbe Committee shall act as a preparatory 
body for the Conference on the Lm' of the Sea. 1 

"8. A " fter nmv operati 're paragra::~h "l
1 

tnsert, tbe fo1_:_Ut.ring ne...,~ paragraphs: 

'Ins_!:_!2J.~ts the enlarged CcmmJttee to hoJ_c-1 t1.;o sessj_ons e.t 
in and in 1971 to prepa:ce a ciraft treaty 
on the matters referred to in paragraph 2 (a) e.nd draft a:rtic.les a..YJ.d 
appropriat..e recommend.aticns o!'J. the ma.tte:r.:·s referred to in paragraph 2 (b)~ 

1 ./~uthorlzes the enlarged Committf:e tG :suggest to the General A~::;sembly 
the lnclusion of further specific ~Gat:ters in the agenda of the Conferen::-:e, 

! :Cnst~~u.c.t~.-f1~.£t1"!.er the enlarged Committee to make e.ppropr:late 
reccmmendat.j_ exes to the General Jlssemb1y- at 1ts tvlenty·~s:i.xth sessicn on 
the date, place~ duration~ agenda and organization of the conference~' 

119.. At the end of" operative paragraph 'T, .s.dd the vords 1 at its twenty­
sixth session;'. 

1 Req_£~?t? i\u~th.er the Secret{.l.):'y--Generc>cl t() sub!n:Lt reco.rnmendations 
to the enlarged Committee at its secc:;1d .session in 19rll on the methods 
o:;_-. \·Tork a:,,_,:::_ -procedures of tl1e co::Jferenc.e and on re1B.ted admlnistrative 
and fina .. nc::Lal questJ.ons;. :1 

(d) An mtsndment submi:~·u-:;d. by garlad-~ (A/C.l/.L·.556) on 12 .I:ecember read as 

fo11ovrs: 

'~In operative paragraph 2, re:glace the \.Jords 1 :tf possible 1 ·b::l the 
?hrase 1 S1J.b.ject to th~ progress cf t.be Con:..11:;_ ttee re:t'err-eC. ·to in 
paragraph 5 hereof, as reflected in i tn report.s to t:he General Asse.:nbly 
ar.d of other· preparatory Y.lork' . ~~ 

(e) An amendment Slibmitted by Gha.l)_§.) fi9EY..:::::Y, FSJJ~:i.stag, .§i!}~;apore ;;,nd ~}"~den 

(Jl-/C.J./L.557) on 12 Deee::;:"ber and. introduced hy the representative of Sv.reden at the 

l795th meettng on 12 Dec~ ember, It read. as foJJ .. m-;.s: 

11At the end of the Jast pTeA..rr.lbuJJ1r pe:.r;:lg--;_~aph, ad.d t.h~ following: 
1 and using fully the opportunity- pro-.rJ.Qe:..l by t,b_e 197~) Un.i t(;(:i Nations 
Confererce on the H\JJ:J.an E.:trd . .ronm£-;nt to f~.rrther its \·?O:r·k, 11 / ... 
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16. 1\ further revision of the draft resolution "as submi ttcd by Ecuador, Guyana, 

Haiti, Indonesi§!:, JaJ!!£dca, ~<;'nva, P~ru, Sierra .. Le_sme and Tunisia (A/C.l/L.51>5/Rev.2) 

on 14 De~~ember 9 and read as follows: 

"Hecallin,~ its :resolutions 798 (VIII) of T December 1953, llC5 (XI) of 
21 February 195T and 2574 A (XXIV) G.f 15 Dece'llher 1969, 

"RecalHnrz, further its 1·esolutions 2)!+0 (XXII) of 18 December 1967, 
2!,6·r (XXIII) ;;:r 21--i)~;,ember 1968 and ;:>571, (XXIV) of 15 December 1969, 

nTaking into account th:-; results o:f the consultations undertaken by 
the -SecretSry~Ger.·era:l·--"iD .. accordance ';>rith r_;arn.graph 1 of resolution 
25-'T-1+ .b~ (XXI'IT) vh:i_c!l j'_Yldicate vlidespread support for the holding of c 
comprehensive conferenes on the la1v of the sea, 

"c · +' t · h }..,'\ .. -~Q~c;-~gt::_.s una-. 1~_.~.e px-od...Lems or ocean space arf:: closely Jnterrelated 
a::td need to be co:x.:.;ic}ered as a \Vho1e, 

11~oting that the :poli ticaJ. and econcmic realities: seientific development 
and rapid tcchnol.og:i_cdJ.. advances of the l&st C.ecade have accentuated the need 
fer early and pr ... Jgressive development of the la1-r of' the sea, 

"Havin.t;__.rrcgard to ths fact that many of' the present States Members of the 
United Nat:.ons did. not take part in former United I'-Iat:i.ons conferences on the 
law- of the sea, 

"Convj_nced that the ei.aboration of' an equitable internaioional regi.me for 
the sea-bed and the ocean f'loor and the sc:bsoil thereof beyond the limits of 
nation.al jurisdiction v.Tou]_d i'acilitate agreP...ment on the questions to be 
examined at SU<";h a conference, 

11Affir~i.ng that agreement on these questions should seek to accommodate 
the interests and nP-ed.s of al1 States, taking into account the special interests 
and needs of thf;; developir:.g countries J whether land-lccked or coastal, 

nHavi.ng_s:;_9_ns_iQ~~::~"! the report cf' the Commi ttce on the Peaceful Uses of 
the Oea-Bed and the Ocea::1 Floor beyond the Limits of National ... TttrisdictionJI 

11Con-..tinced that a ne1..~ confer~:;:-nce on the law :::rf the sea r .. rould have to be 
carefully lJrepared. to cr.tSlJTe :i. ts succef->S and that the preparator;;.r 1vork ought 
to start as soon as poss1ble after ·LhE: termination of the twecty-fifth session 
of the General Assem.t.ly~ draH::.ng on. the experj_encP already accumulated in the 
Cor1mi ttee on the Peace:LuJ. Uses oi' tlie Sea--Bed and the Ocean Floor beyonci the 
Lirnits o.f National Jurisdiction and. usinr::; fully tL~.e opport,uni ty provided by 
the 1972 Uni.ted Nat:ion.s Con~'erence on thE:: Human ~rrvJ.ro:nment to further its work, 

nl. "[\Tot~---~~·_;Lt!l S§j:;_j~-~~:f:§~_~tion the progres.s .'llade: 20 far tm-tard.s the 
elaboration of the int;::rnc:d:.iona.l_ .r~:~giJte to the sea-bed and ocean floor 
the mJbsoil thereof beyond the limJts of cational ,jur.i.sdiction through 
Declaration of ir·inc iples adopted by the Gener·c:. .. l. Assembly on Q •• ; 

and 
t.he 

I ... 
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"2. Decides to convene in 1973, subject to the progress achieved in the 
preparatory work by the Committee referred to in operative paragraph 5 of this 
resolution, a conference on the law of the sea which would establish an 
equitable international regime, including an international machinery, for the 
area and the resources of the sea-bed and the ocean floor and the subsoil 
thereof beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, and arrive at a precise 
definition of the area, in dealing with the broad range of related issues 
including those concerning the regimes of the high seas, the continental shelf, 
the territorial sea and contiguous zone, international straits, fishing and 
conservation of the living resources of the high seas, the preservation of the 
marine environment, including inter alia the prevention of pollution, and 
scientific research; 

"3. Reaffirms the mandate of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the 
Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction set 
forth j_n resolution 2467 A (XXIII) of 21 December 1968; 

"4. Decides to enlarge the said Committee by twenty-nine members, 
appointed by the Chairman of the First Committee in consultation with 
regional groups and taking into account equitable geographical representation 
thereon; 

"5. Instructs further the enlarged Committee to hold two meetings in 
Geneva in March-April and August 1971 in order to prepare as expeditiously 
as possible: 

(a) The draft of a treaty embodying the international regime including an 
international machinery for the area and the resources of the sea-bed and ocean 
floor and the subsoil thereof beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, 
taking into account the equitable sharing by all States in the benefits to be 
derived therefrom, bearing in mind the special interests and needs of 
developing countries, be they coastal or land-locked, on the basis of the 
Declaration of Principles, governing the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor and the 
Subsoil thereof beyond the Limits of NatioLal Jurisdiction adopted by the 
General Assembly on .•. ; 

(b) A comprehensive list of subjects and issues relating to the law of 
the sea referred to in operative paragraph 2 which should be dPalt with by the 
conference, and draft articles on such subjects and issues; 

"6. Authorizes the Committee to establish such subsidiary organs as i-. 
deems necessary for the ef'fic:lent performance of its functions, bearing in 
mind the scientific, econom:lc, legal and technlcal aspects of the issues 
involved; 

"7. Reguests the Committee to prepare, as appropriate, reports on the 
progress of its work to the General Assembly; 

"8. Requests the Secretary-General to circulate those reports to 
Member States and Observers to the United Nations for their comments and 
observations; 

"9. Decides to invite other Member States which are not appointed 
Committee to participate as observers and be heard on specific points; 

to the 

/ ... 
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"10. Reguests the Secretary-General to render the Committee all the 
assistance it may require in legal, economic, technical and scientific matters 
including the relevant records of the General Assembly and specialized agencies 
for the efficient performance of its functions; 

"ll. Decides that the enlarged Committee, as well as its subsidiary organs, 
shall have summary records of its proceedings; 

"12. Invites UNESCO and its Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, 
FAO and its Committee on Fisheries, 1ffi0, IMCO, WJYJO, IAEA and other 
intergovernmental bodies and specialized agencies concerned to co-operate fully 
with the Committee in the implementation of the present resolution, in 
particular by preparing such scientific and technical documentatien as the 
Committee may request." 

17. A draft resoluti~n was submitted by Bolivia (A/C.l/1.551) ~n 10 December 

and subsequently co-sponsored by Mali and Zambia. It was introduced by the 

representative of Belivia at the l794th meeting, on ll December. A revised text, 

with the additien of Afghanistan, Austria, Burundi, Lesotho, Paraguay and Upper Volta 

as co-sponsors (A/C.l/L.55l/Rev.l) was submitted on 14 December. Chad, Niger and 

Swazil_and subsequently became co-sponsors of this revised draft resoluti>Jn (for the 

text see paragraph 35 below, draft resolution II B). 

18. A draft resolution was submitted by Canada, Chil~, Colombi~, the Dominican 

Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Ghana, Guyana, Haiti, Iceland, In1onesia, Jamaica, 

Kenya, Nigeria, Norway, Peru, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Sweden, Trinidad and Tebaga, 

Tunisia, the United State~ and Yugoslavia (A/C.l/L.562) and subsequently co-sponsored 

by the Philippines and the United Republic of Tanzania. It was introduced at the 

l799th meeting, on 15 December, by the representatives of Canada, Chile and the 

United States. It read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolutions 798 (VIII) of 7 December 1953, 1105 (XI) of 
21 February 1957 and 2574 A (XXIV) of 15 December 1969, 

"Recalling further its resolutions 2340 (XXII) of 18 December 1967, 
2467 (XXIII) of 21 December 1968 and 2574 (XXIV) of 15 December 1969, 

"Taking into account the results of the consultations undertaken by the 
Secretary-General in accordance with paragraph l of resolution 2574 A (XXIV) 
which indicate widespread support for the holding of a comprehensive 
conference on the law of the sea, 

"Conscious that the problems of ocean spaco are closely interrelated and 
need to be considered as a whole, 

"Noting that the political and economic realities, scientific development 
and rapid technological advances o:f the last decade have accentuated the need 
for early and progressive development of the law of the sea, 

/ ... 
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"Raving regard to the fact that many of the present States Members of 
the United Nations did not take part in former United Nations conferences 
on the lavl of the sea) 

11 Cony_in<:ed that the elaboration of an equ:Ltable international regime 
for the sea~bed and the ocean f'lcor and the subscil thereof beyond the limits 
of national jurisdiction would facilitate agreement on the g_Jestions to be 
examined a-t; such a conference) 

uAffirminil that such agreements on tbese qd_est:ions should seek to 
accommodate the interestG and needs of all States) l·,1hether land-locked cr 
coastal, taking into accOtlnt the special interests and needs of the 
developing countries, wbether land ·lcck~d or cc.:astal 1 

nHaving considered the report of the Comm5_ttee on the Peaceful Uses 
of tl'.e t:e8··Bed Rnd the Ocear, Flocr Oeyorod the Limits of Natiur.al_ Ju.risdi.ctioL~ 

''Convinced that a ne1.;r conf-2rence on the lm"l of the sea 1\fOUl.d have to Oe 
careful.J.-i'PreP3red to ensure its .::mccess and. that the preparatory worh: ought 
to start as scon as possible c_fter the termination of the twt-~nty-f:ifth 
session of the General _,\ssembly, drm·iing on the experience· already accumulated 
in t'ne Committee on the Peaceful Uses of tb.e Sea---Bed and the Ocean Flcor 
beyond the Limits of National Jurisdict:i.on and t..Lsing fully tYle opportunity 
prov·ided by the 1972 United Natj_ons Conference on the Eu.tHJD Envi2"cnr:~ent to 
further its Fork, 

11 1. Notes with .sa"!Jisfaction the ;~regress made so far tovmrds the 
elaborat{On of the i.r..lternat,io:c.al r€c;ime to the sea-bed and ocean floor and 
tl::.e subsoil the::-eof beyrmd the limits of Daticrwl ju.rtsdiction through the 
Declaration of Principles adcpted by the G~neral _;·,sserrcbly on ... o; 

11 2~ ~~;::_~~es to convene in 1973, in scco:cds.ncc with the provisicns of 
operative paragraph 3 hereof, a conference on the lmv of the ses 1,,vhich TNCuld 
deal v.ritL tte establishment of an cq:.J.itable :i.nternational r6gime? including 
an i:uternationRl machinery) for the area and the resourc.:e.s cf the sec.-bed 
and the oceo.n floor an(l the subsoil thereof beyond the limits of nD.tional 
jurisdiction, 2 precise dP.finit:l_on of the area, and :---::. broad range 'Jf related 
issues includirlg those concerning the regJJnes of tile lll.gh seas~ the continental 
shelf; tte terrj_torial sea (including its breadth and t,}le question o:f 
international st.rai.ts) and contiguous :c:-.one, fishing anQ conservation cf 't-he 
living resou1·ces of the higb seas (.i.ncluding the prt.::ferential rights of coastal 
States)) the p:reservation of the t'_a:rine envircnment) i.ncluding inter alia t.l1e 
prevention of po~-~lutior:, and ~cien""Gj fie research -------

rr3 ~ !2:=cid~s fur!!:J.er to review at the twenty---sixth <?,nd btJenty--seventh 
~~essions c;f the General Assembly t.::1e repcrts .of the Committee referred to 
in operative paragraph 6 hereof on the progress of its preporato:ry v1ork i•d.th 
c vie•-'7 to dete:rmtning the pTec5.se agenda of tl-:.e t,;on::'erenee_~ i"L.s defJnit.i.ve 
date_:) location. and du:t'ation., and relc:.ted a-cTangerLents ~ If the ~;v;enty--seventh 

General .~1ssembly determines the progress of the prepar&tory YICI'k of ""Gbe 
Cu:--.:::mittee to be insufficient, ·i.t may decide to postpone the Conference:,., 

11 4. Reaffj_rms the n~anda te of the Commi ttce en the Peac.eful Uses of 
the 2-ea--bed and the Ocean Floor bevond the Lir::.i.ts of National Jurisdiction 
set foTth in !'esolt_;_tion ~:L~67 A (xxirr) of 21 Decerr~ber :.:._:;6[3 as supplemented 
hy the present resolution; 

; ... 
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n 5. Dec.ides. to enlarge the said Cmmri t"Cee by thir-ty-nine members, 
appointed by the Chairman of the First Committee in consultation with regional 
groups and taking into account equ:Ltahle geographical representation thereon; 

"6. t InRtruc ·s fur•tl:-er the enlarged Committee to hold two meetings in 
Geneva i.n March-_.:\pril and August 1971 in order to pTepare for the Conference 
draft treaty artic}_es enitcdying the international regime, including an 
internationlll machinery, for tt.e area and the resources of the sea-bed and 
ocean floor and the subsoil thereof beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, 
'cakj_ng into account the equitable sharing by sll States in the benefits to 
be derived theref'rom, bearing in rnind the special interests and needs of 
develop:Lng countries, whether coasb;l or land-locked on the basis of the 
Declaration of Principles, governing the Sea-Bed and the Ocean F'loor and 
thG Subsoil thereof beyond the Limits of Nationsl Juz·i.sdicti.on adopted by 
the General Assembly on ... , and a cor:Iprehensive list o.f subjects and issues 
relating to the lm·.r of the sea referred to in operative paragraph 2 hereof 
,,,hich should be defll.t "ith by the conference, and draft articles on such 
subjects and issues; 

'
17. Authorizes the Corr.mittee to estab1iDh such subsidiary organs as 

it deems n~-ssary for the efficient perforTrlanee of its functions, bearing 
i.n mind the scientific, economic, legal and tec"tnical aspects of the issues 
involved; 

"8. t th t Regues -~ e Commi·t; ee to 
progress of its work to the General 

prepare, as eppropriate, reports on the 
j.\ssei!'lbly; 

11 9 ~ Requests the Sec:retary-~Geners_l ta circu.late those reports to Member 
States and Observers to the Un.i~ed Nsticrw for their comments and observations; 

"10. Decides_ to invite other Hember States "hich are not appointed to 
the Committee to participate as observerf'. and be heard on specific points; 

11 11. R~.9,ues~~ the Secretary-General to render the Committee all the 
assistan~e it may requ1re i.:r:. legalJ economic) technical and scientific 
matters including the relevant records of the General Assembly and specialized 
agencies for the efficient performance of i1:s functions; 

11 12. Decid.es that the Enl.arged Committee, as 1vell aB its subsidial~y 
'Jrgans shall have su:r:rr:ary reeords of its p:coceedlngs; 

11 13. Invites TJ1~:SSCO m:.d its Intergovernm.entc-11 Ceeanoe;raphic Commission) 
Fl~O and its Committee on Fisberiesi \·JHO, IJVICO_, \./h1:C_, IAEA ~red other 
intergo-vernmental bodies and speciul.ized E<gencie:·: cc:nce::cned to co-operate 
fully l.fith the Corrani ttee in the implementation (yf tlw p~ceser1t ·ceeoluti:Jn, 
in particular by prepB:::-ing such scientif·ie: n.nd tcchEical docUJY:entatio:n as 
the Cerami ttee may req.uest. 11 

I ... 
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19. The following amendments were submitted to this draft resolution: 

(a) Amendments submitted on 15 December by the Netherlands and the United 

Kingd~~ (A/C.l/L.563) and introduced by the representative of the United Kingdom 

at the 1799th meeting, on 15 December, reading as follm;s: 

"1. In operative paragraph 2, delete all wording after 'a conference 
on the law of the sea' in the second line and replace by the following: 

'for the purpose of concluding one or more international conventions 
with respect to -

(a) an equitable international regime, including an international 
machinery, for the area and the resources of the sea-bed and the ocean 
floor and the subsoil thereof beyond the limits of national jurisdiction 
and a precise definition of the area; 

(b) the breadth of the territorial sea and the directly related 
matters of international straits and the interests of coastal States 
in regard to fisheries in adjacent areas of the high seas; 

(c) questions of marine pollution other than those covered under 
(a) in the light of the work undertaken and the results achieved by 
the relevant international organizations and conferences, 

(d) such other specific matters as the General Assembly may 
decide upon. 1 

"2. In operative paragraph 6, delete all wording after 'the enlarged 
committee' and replace with the following: 

'In the capacity of preparatory body for the conference on the law 
of the sea, to hold r•o meetings in Geneva in March-April and July­
August 1971 in order to prepare 

(a) draft treaty articles on the matters referred to in sub­
paragraphs (a) and (b) of operative paragraph 2 of this resolution; 

(b) proposals for further specific matters for inclusion in 
the agenda of the conference for submission to the General Assembly 
at its twenty-sixth session 1 ." 

(b) Amendments submitted on 15 December by ~Blta and Turkey (A/C.l/L.564) 

and introduced by the representative of Malta at the l799th meeting, on 

15 December. They read as follows: 

"1. At the end of the fifth preambular paragraph, add the words 
'in a framework of close international co-operation,', 

"2. In operative paragraph 3., delete the last sentence. 

"3. In operative paragraph 5, place square brackets around the words 
'thirty-nine', 

I ... 
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(l) Third line, after the words 'international regime', 
insert the words 'and the delimitation of the area to which 
it applies' ; 

(2) Replace the last three lines after the words 
'General Assembly on ... ;' by the words 'and draft treaty 
articles on other subjects mentioned in operative 
paragraph 2 which should be dealt with by the conference; 1 ." 

(c) An amendment submitted on 15 December by Japan (A/C.l/1.565) and 

introduced by its representative at the l799th meeting, on 15 December. 

It read as follows: 

"In operative paragraph 2, eighth and tenth lines, delete the 
two bracketed parts and in the eighth line, after 'territorial sea' 
insert the words 'international straits'." 

20. At the l798th meeting, on 15 December, the Committee decided without 

objection to give priority in the voting to the forty-six Power draft 

resolution (A/C.l/1.544). It was adopted by 90 votes to none, with 

ll abstentions (see paragraph 35 below, draft resolution I). 

21. At the l799th meeting, on 15 December, the Committee adopted the 

seventeen-Power draft resolution (A/C.l/1.543/Rev.l and Corr.l) by 86 votes 

to none, with 18 abstentions (see paragraph 35 below, draft resolution II A). 

22. The Committee then proceeded to vote on the twelve-Power draft 

resolution (A/C.l/1.551/Rev.l). At the request of the representative of 

Cameroon the words in the last preambular paragraph "including the 

particular needs and problems of those which are land-locked" were voted 

on separately; they were retained by 74 votes tc 2, with 27 abstentions. 

At the request of the representative of Cameroon a separate vote was also 

taken on the phrase in paragraph l from "and to supplement" to the end of 

the paragraph; it was retained by 77 votes to 2, with 27 abstentions. 

On the understanding that the reference to the enlarged committee in 

paragraph 2 would be adjusted in accordance with the subsequent decision 

to be taken by the Committee, the Committee adopted the draft resolution 

as a whole by 89 votes to none, with 16 abstentions (see paragraph 35 

below, draft resolution II B). / .•. 
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23. /:0-G the l799th rr:eeting, en 15 Dec:embef·, tbe representatives of the Unjted 

States~ B.razil and Trinidad and Tc.bae;o, and ,Je.maicG. announced on behalf of the 

respective sponwJrs ttat tr:~~ draft resolutions ccmtained in doc·ument;s 

A/C .. l/L.536/Be•.r.l, l'l/C.l/L.)39 and P./C.l/L. 5l~5;'Rev.2 Dad ceen ·Hithdrawn in favouT 

of the dccaft resolc.tion containPd in document A/C .1/L. 562. 

24. Prior tn the voting at ths lECOtl'l meeticg~ on 16 Dc:ceuiber, the Secretary uf 

the C:Jnunittc-~e made a ,::d::.ateir~<:-:nt :J:::l the administrative and financial implications of 

t '- l f'i l ' · · · d · d. • · · t ' h .. 1L c~·· rle ._ ra ~ re.so_ \11:-lon co:r:1tcur:.e ln ccumen _f-i/ l__, .. .l; . ..Joe. 

2). At the l8COth meeting, on 16 DecemlJer, tte rPpresentative of Canada, on. behalf 

of the sponsors of' the draft :rcsoluti::x1~ orally amended its pR:cagreph 2 by 

(l) adding in tne eighth line after the word 11 including11 the words 11 thc question of"; 

(2) adding ·i_n tbe tenth 1i.ne after the v.ro:rd :1 incl.uding11 the \'lords 11 the q:.1estl.on 

of 11
; and (3) placing in parentheses~ in the last phrase, the \•mrds 11 incl.uding 

T.'l1c t'C p:resen La ti ve u~"" Canada then 

cxpl.Cii:Jcd c)n bcba]_f of the spo:r:scrs Jcheir understanding of )aragraph 2. 

26. rrhe represent<J.tives of t~1e Netherlands and the United "Kingdon1 then withdrevr 

their amendn'.ents (A/C.l/1.563) ~ They added that their a-~tim~~ i'Jas taken on the 

understanding tb.at~ t.he representati-ve of Carw..da had spoken. on behalf o:f: c,ll the 

sponsors of the draft resolution. 

27. Tbe repr;;-~sentati,.re of Japan said that hL_; delegaticm would not press its 

amerrdrrcent (A/C .1/L. 565) to a vote. He added that he did so on the understand ins 

that the inclusion hy· the sponsors of the 1·1ords 11 the ::~uest:ion of'' i.n paragraph 2 

of the draft resolution ~.;ould :r:.ot prejudice the position o·f any delf~gation at a 

28. rr:J.e .t'eprcscntati..,/eS ;)f l'/1o.lta .S.lld Tnrl:ey TtT:ithdre'>r the third of their 

"lli ~drr .L /11 /,'"1 l ;·-,- ,_.,. ... "!, \ 
r:c ~eL tenus \1-'~/ v •---'-, ..L..J• Jt> .. 1 • 

29. ~'he C':lrr~utittee proceeded to vote IJn the remaining tvro-l;o\•rer amerdments 

(A/C.l,/L.)64) in sepal"ate ro1l-e:a1l votes reouested by j\lialt9.. 

30. 'l1he first amendr;:,ent \vas ad(.J~)tec1 by a ru11-·call vote of l.1-6 to 37, ~~~itt 

31 e,bstcntions ~ 

In fa.vour: A:fghanistan, A-J.stralia, Austria, Belgitun, Bulgaria, Burundi, 
Lye.lcrussia:r. Sc,.viE:t S::)CiB.list Reputlic, China, Congo (Democratic 
F.epub1ic or), Czechoslovahj _ _a, France, Greece, Hungary, Iraq, 
.Ireland, Itnly, I'.rc:ry CoEst, Jo:~·(je,n, KVJ<Tait, l:ebanon, Lesotho_, 
I.iberio, I j_b:ya, ~<adagascvr, JV!~1l:i, ·:vtalt.a, Mauri ta:..1ia, f.iongolia, 
l\fe>d Zealand) Nige~', PaJ;:i~~ta:.r.'l, ?t-::oplet s R.cpubl:ic of the Cong~), 
?eland., Romauia, Rlrande., 3 c.ud ·i_ A.::-r.J..bia, Sing9..pore, Somalia, 
0·:Ju.the::.~n Yemen, ~~1..:1_dan, (',yria~ ;2hai1and, Togo, Turkey, Ukrainian 
::3ovi_et~ Scc:.Lalist IicpuJ'J1ic:j 1Tr1on of So~.rJ.et Socialist Republics. 
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_.t\1geria, .Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil~ Corneroon, Canf,da, Chile, 
C~Jlombia, Cust0. Rica, Cyprus, DcJr:J.irrica:::J. :Republic~ .Ecuador, 
E!_ f;alvador, Guateme:.ls., Guyana) .~Iaiti, Hondura-s, Iceland, 
lnclonesiB., ,Ja,m?.ica, Kenya_~ N:Lca.ragaa, Nigc:r:ia, ]\Jc)n·my, Panama, 
Peru, Philippines? ~Senegal, Sierrr:t Leone_, 8rAI-eder~., Trinidacl and 
1P6uago, Tunisia, UnitE:d Reputlic of 112nzania> U:dted S-tates of 
America, Uruguay, 'lenPzaela, YugOfils.via. 

:eart;ados ,_ Eu:cma, CeJriL:orJia, CeyJ..on, Chod, C:J.b2~ Denmarl<.._~ 

£:;thiop:i:"S.·~ Fj_ j :L, '8'in1and, Gh;::;._nu, Gu3_nee.) :Lnd :i.a, Ir·an, -~srael, 

Japan, 'Luos' j'vlalc.iy,Tj_ ·' r.-ra:LJ.ysia, Mexico' Mc.'rou~o I He pal' 
Netllcrlands, Para.guaj.r, Fort:.1ga.J.:; South Africa, Spain, Sv-razlland, 
13nited .Arab Hepublic, United Y~ingl1.nc' of G-reat B:r'itain 8Ld 
NortfH~rn I:re.la.nd:: Yc:mcn .. 

31. The second amendment ~was rejec:ied -8Y a ro.ll-<-:211 vote 8f 4(3 to 39; 1.-vith ?..7 

abst.eJJtions. 

In fa'·lGUr · Afghanistan_, Aus-traJ.ia~ fl..ustria, de Lgll..::,", Bulgari8.~ l~u:rundi, 

Byelorv_sshu1 So·viet ~-)c)cic'l.}_ist Republic, Cl1ina~ [jz.echosJ..ovak.ia, 
France, Ghana, Gu.inE~a, Hungary, Iraq_, Ireland, ItaJ.:yr, Ivor;y 
Co2cst, ,Jordan, Liberia., .Madc;,gas car, Ti[nJ L_, Iv1alt.a, f1lauritania, 
Mongolia, Tvlo-cccco, Ne·;,,~ Z.eala.nd, Nie;er, ·eakistan) People's 
Republic of ·the C·~mso, ?olan.~'i, Homania, R'ilanda, Saud:i J~.rabi.s., 
S()IT~ali[--J. :. Thailand, T~.~go, Tu:~·l-->:ey -~ T.Tl~I"9.i-ni2.n S.:,vi:::.!t S :x~:l.a1ist 
HepubJ_ic, 1Jn::i.on of Soviet Sncialist Re}!ublics < 

.i~.r~a:~'1st: A:::' gent ina, Ba.rbados, T3:Jl:L--via, Rraztl~ C&mP.-:::·ccn: Canada, 
Ceylon? Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cut-a;J Cyprus~ 
Dominic2.n Eepublic, :Cc··J.adGr, Ej 82l·\~ador~ rJrmt~:mai .. a, Guyana, 
Haiti~ Hondu.Tas, IcP-land, Jndia, .Indoncsja., ,Jan:aica, Kenya~ 
Laos, I1ibya, Mals .. wi, Malaysia, ~llexico, Nepal, IT:i.carag-~a, I\iigeria, 
NcrHay_, Panama, Peru, PJ!.ilippinefJ, P:--rtugaJ_, Senet;o.l, Sierra 
Ieone, South Afric:::., 8-;,·;eden, ':irinidaO. ar:d Toba;~~o, Tl..:t_nisia, 
United 1?.epu-clic of 'T8..nzar:.ia; Uei t:ed Stat~;s of h.me.:r:ic&, Uruguay_, 
Venezuela~ Yugoslavie.~ 

Abstaining~ .f.\lgeria, Bu:cma_, Cambndia, Chad: Conge (Demoe:rat~Lc Fepublic of), 
Dcnmar1~,., Ethiopia, }'j_ji., Finl:::tnd, Greece, lr2.n, I::.;rael, Japan, 
Kuvrai t, Lebar1_on, IJesotho) Netherlands:.- Puragua:y, Sinr,apore ~ 
Southern Yemen~ Spain, Sudan, S·vrazi}and, S~;rria; United A.ral; 
Republic, Un:i.tcd Kingdcm of Great Britain ancJ Northern Ireland, 
Yemen~ 

32. The fourth ax:,endment was r-::cted 'o;;r a I'ol.l-call vote of l+l to _37, 'dith 

j ... 
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In favour: Afghanistan, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
B,yelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, China, Congo (Democratic 
Republic of), Czechoslovakia, France, Greece, Hungary, Iran, 
Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Ivory Coast, Madagascar, Mali, Malta, 
Mauritania, Mongolia, New Zealand, Niger, Pakistan, Poland, 
Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Somalia, Syria, 
Thailand, Togo, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Against: Algeria, Argentina, Jarbados, Bolivia, Frazil, Canada, Ceylon, 
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, 
Iceland, India, Indonesia, Jamaica, Ker~a, Kuwait, Nepal, 
Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, 
Senegal, Sweden, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, United Republic 
of Tanzania, United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Yugoslavia. 

Abstaining: Burma, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, Chad, Cuba, Der~ark, 

Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Ghana, Guinea, Israel, Japan, Jordan, 
Laos, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Malawi, Malaysia, 
Mexico, Morocco, Netherlands, People's Republic of the Congo, 
Portugal, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Southern Yemen, Spain, 
Sudan, Swaziland, United Arab Republic, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Yemen. 

33. The Committee then voted, in a roll-call vote requested by El Salvador, on 

the draft resolution (A/C.l/L-562) as a whole as amended and adopted it by 

100 votes to 8, with 6 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Barbados, 
Bolivia, Brazil, ~urundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Ceylon, 
Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo (Democratic Republic of), 
Costa Rica, Cyprus, Denmark, :Cominican Republic, Ecuador, 
El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Ghana, Greece, 
Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, 
Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Laos, lebanon, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, 
Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, 
People's Republic of the Congo, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, 
Rwanda, Saudi Arabia; Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 
Somalia, South Africa, Southern Yemen, Spain, Sudan, Swaziland, 
Sweden, Syria, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, 
Turkey, United Arab Republic, United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, Un~ted Republic of Tanzania, United States 
of America, Uruguay, Yemen, Yugoslavia. 

I ... 
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Against: Bulgaria, B,velorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Abstainin~>:: Belgium, Burma, Cuba, Japan, Romania, Venezuela. 

34. At the 180lst meeting, on 16 December, the Chairman of the First Committee 

said that in the exercise of the authority accorded to him by paragraph 5 of the 

draft resolution just adopted (see paragraph 35 below, draft resolution IIC), and 

after consultations with the chairmen of the regional groups, he was able to 

announce that the thirty-nine members to be added to the Committee on the Peaceful 

Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction 

would be allotted as follows: thirteen to the African States, eight to the Latin 

American St8tes, nine to the Asian States, three to the Eastern European States and 

six to Western European and other States. Those States appointed to the first 

four groups were as follows: 

(a) For Africa: Algeria, Congo (Democratic Republic of), Ethiopia, Gabon, 

Ghana, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Mali, Mauritius, Morocco, Senegal, Somalia, 

and Tunisia: 

(b) For Latin America: hOlivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Jamaica, Panama, 

Uruguay and Venezuela; 

(c) For Asia: Afghanistan, Cyprus, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Nepal, 

Philippines, Singapore and Yemen; 

(d) For Eastern Europe: FWelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Hungary 

and Ukrainian So\~et Socialist Republic. 

The Chairman stated that he was not yet able to announce the new members from 

Vlestern Europe and other countries. He added that there seemed to be no legal 

obstacle to the designation taking place after the Committee had concluded its 

consideratien of agenda item 25 or even after the adjournment of the present 

session of the General Assembly. 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE 

35. The First Corr~ittee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the 

following draft resolutions: 

I ... 
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The General Asser~~~z~ 

R.eca1ling~ i t.s resolutior:s 231.10 (XXII) of 18 Decem-::::er 196?, 21+6'? (XXIII) of 

21 December 1968 and 2 5?L:: (XXIV) of 15 December l9h9, concer12ing the a.::·ea to 

which the title of the items refers, 

Aff~.EE?_inf~ that thEre is en ~u·ea of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and 

the subsoil the.reof 1 bey()nd the liFd. ts of 1:ational .ju~"isdiction~ t~~e precise 

limj.ts of I:Jhich ar0 ye-t: ::o be d.etermincd 1 

~~~ecogni~_ing that the existi~1g legal r8gime of the l:ligh sea.s does not }Jrovide 

substantive rules :f'or Tegu1e.ting the exrJJ.or.:::.tion of the aforesaid a:r-ea and tl.1e 

arw. tl1at the exploration of the ~--.res. and the (~xploi"t,-_,_tior.. cf its :r"e.:::;ct •. r·ces .sll.all 

be car::·ieo. ~n;;.L foT U:v~ ·c.cxw:f~~t oi mankind ab a v-.rhole, 

aYJplying tc tr_() area 

and its reoources end j_nc1Fdi.l1g appro:?riate ir.Lternationsl mac.l.l.::i.ne:r:--:y shoulci be 

establi,sheci as suo1: a.s _po.ss.Lbl.e ~ 

Be~ri~~~~~E:Q.. that the developmen"!:; rm.d -,Jse of the ar2a and :=:.t..s resOUl'Ces 

E3ha21. be ur.de-.r:·t ake.n iE Sl-~.dJ a mann\.::r as to foster heal thy de \.tclopment of t.b; 

1JVOrld ecrmorr:y and balcw.c~?d :_:;:ru•··,'..!ch o:f ir::.ternational trade j d ' . - -em. -co mlrn~:a ze 

adverse economic effecte Ga:lsed l::y .flue tuation C'lf pricc::s of ra.'i.~' m;_:; .. te.ri.::d.s 

resulting fr·om gucl1 ac t:.~i. vi ties, 

Solemn:.Ly r~ecla:ces that: 
---·-~---· 

e..ny 

l. :Che sea-bed u.!lO .. o,:;er:~l .t:'lcor) a..'1d the s·llbso:i..l tlH_--;reof~ beyond the limits 

of national juri sclicti__on (bcre:Lnb_fter referred to as tl'.e area), as welJ~ as the 

resources of the area., are U1e common herj_ tage of mankind. 

2. 'The area shaJ.J. not t-e subject to approp:ciatioE ·oy any means by States 

or persons, natv.:;_-·p___:.~_ or jurid ,_ca1~ end no Etate sha11 claim or exercise sovereignty 

or sovereign rights ove.r· ar.ty })a:ct thereof~ 

I 
I • ,. • 
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3. No State or person, natural or juridical, shall claim, exercise or 

acquire rights with respect to the area or its resources incompatible with the 

international r&gime to be established and the principles of this Declaration. 

4. All activities regarding the exploration and exploitation of the 

resources of the area and other related activities shall be governed by the 

international regime to be established. 

5. The area shall be open to use exclusively for peaceful purposes by all 

States whether coastal or land-locked, without discrimination, in accordance with 

the international regime to be established. 

6. States shall act in the area in accordance with the applicable 

principles and rules of international law including the Charter of the United 

Nations and the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly 

Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter of the 

United Nations, adopted by the General Assembly on 24 October 1970,~ in 

the interests of maintaining international peace and security and promoting 

international co-operation and mutual understanding. 

7. The exploration of the area and the exploitation of its resources shall 

be carried out for the benefit of mankind as a whole, irrespective of the 

geographical location of States, whether land-locked or coastal, and taking into 

particular consideration the interests and needs of the developing countries. 

8. The area shall be reserved exclusively for peaceful purposes, without 

prejudice to any measures which have been or may be agreed upon in the context 

of international negotiations undertaken in the field of disarmament and which 

may be applicable to a broader area. One or more international agreements shall 

be concluded as soon as possible in order to implement effectively this principle 

and to constitute a step towards the exclusion of the sea-bed, the ocean floor 

and the subsoil thereof from the arms race. 

9. On the basis of the principles of this Declaration, an international 

regime applying to the area and its resources and including appropriate 

international machinery to give effect to its provisions shall be established 

by an international treaty of a universal character, generally agreed upon. The 

~ Resolution 2625 (XXV). 

; ... 
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regime shall, ~~.ia, provide for the orderly and safe development and 

rational management of the area and its resources and for expanding opportunities 

in the use thereof and ensure the equitable sharing by States in the benefits 

derived therefrom, taking into particular consideration the interests and needs 

of the developing countries, whether land-locked or coastal. 

10. States shall promote international co-operation in scientific 

research exclusively for peaceful purposes: 

(a) By participation in international programmes and by encouraging 

co-operation in scientific research by personnel of different countries; 

(b) Through effective publication of research programmes and dissemination 

of the results of research through international channels; 

(c) By co-operation in measures to strengthen research capabilities of 

developing countries, including the participation of their nationals in research 

programmes. 

No such activity shall form the legal basis for any claims with respect to any 

part of the area or its resources, 

11. With respect to activities in the area and acting in conformity with 

the international regime to be established, States shall take appropriate 

measures for and shall co-operate in the adoption and implementation of 

international rules, standards and procedures for, inter alia: 

(a) Prevention of pollution and contamination, and other hazards to the 

marine environment, including the coastline, and of interference with the 

ecological balance of the marine environment; 

(b) Protection and conservation of the natural resources of the area and 

prevention of damage to the flora and fauna of the marine environment. 

12. In their activities in the area, including those relating to its 

resources, States shall pay due regard to the rights and legitimate interests 

of coastal States in the region of such activities, as well as of all other 

States which may be affected by such activities. Consultations shall be 

maintained with the coastal States concerned with respect to activities relating 

to the exploration of the area and the exploitation of its resources with a view 

to avoiding infringement of such rights and interests, 

I ... 
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13. Nothing herein shall affect: 

(a) The legal status of the waters superjacent to the area or that of the 

air space above those waters; 

(b) The rights of coastal States with respect to measures to prevent, 

mitigate or eliminate grave and imminent danger to their coastline or related 

interests from pollution or threat thereof resulting from, or from other 

hazardous occurrences caused by, any activities in the area, subject to the 

international regime to be established. 

14. Every State shall have the responsibility to ensure that activities 

in the area, including those relating to its resources, whether undertaken by 

governmental agencies, or non-governmental entities or persons under its 

jurisdiction, or acting on its behalf, shall be carried out in conformity with 

the international regime to be established. The same responsibility applies to 

international organizations and their members for activities undertaken by such 

organizations or on their behalf. Damage caused by such activities shall entail 

liability. 

15. The parties to any dispute relating to activities in the area and its 

resources shall resolve such dispute by the measures mentioned in Article 33 

of the Charter of the United Nations and such procedures for settling disputes 

as may be agreed upon in the international regime to be established. 

; ... 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Reservation exclusively for peaceful purposes of the sea-bed and the 
ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, underlying the high seas 
beyond the limits of present national ,iurisdiction and use of their 
resources in the interests of mankind, and convening of a conference 

on the law of the sea 

A 

The General Assembly, 

Reaffirming that the area of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the 

subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, and its resources 

are the common heritage of mankind, 

Convinced that the exploration of the area and the exploitation of its 

resourc0s should be carried out for the benefit of mankind as a whole, taking 

into account the special interests and needs of the developing countries, 

Reaffirming that the development of the area and its resources shall be 

undertaken in such a manner as to foster healthy development of the world economy 

and balanced growth of international trade, and to minimize any adverse economic 

effects caused by the fluctuation of prices of raw materials resulting from such 

activities, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to co-operate with the United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development, specialized agencies and other competent 

organizations of the United Nations system in order to: 

(a) Identify the problems arising from the production of certain minerals 

from the area beyond the limits of national jurisdiction and examine the impact 

they will have on the economic well-being of the developing countries, in 

particular on prices of mineral exports on the world market; 

(b) Study these problems in the light of the scale of possible exploitation 

of the sea-bed taking into account the world demand for raw materials and the 

evolution of costs and prices; 

(c) Propose effective solutions for dealing with these problems; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to submit his report thereon to the 

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the 

Limits of National Jurisdiction for consideration during one of its sessions 

I ... 
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in 1971, and for making its recommendations as appropriate to foster healthy 

development of the world <economy and balanced grm,th of international trade, G~.cl 

to minimize any adverse economic effects caused by the fluctccation of prices of 

ra•:l materials resulting from such activities; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation "ith the United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development, specialized agenci<es aroa other competent 

organizations of the United Nations system, to keep this matter under conste>nt 

revie,J so as to submit SLlpplementary information annually or whenever it is 

necessary and recommend additional measures in the light of economic, scicnt'if'ic 

and technological developments; 

I.J.. Calls U"[lOn the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the 

Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction to submit a report on 

this CJ.Uestion to the Genera.l Assembly at its t,.,enty-sixth session. 

B 

The General Assemb~y, 

Recalling its resolutions 1028 (XI) of 20 February 1957 and 1105 (XI) of 

21 February 1957 concerning the problems of land-locked countries, 

Bearing in mind the replies to the inCJ.uiries made by the Secretary-General 

in accordance vith paragraph l of resolution 2574 A (XXIV), which indicate wide 

support for the idea of convening a conference relating to the law of the sea, 

at ,.,hich the interests and ne0.ds of all States, whether land-.locked or coastal, 

could be reconciled, 

Noting that many of the pr<esent land-locked States Members of the United 

Nations did not participate in the previous United Nations Conference on the 

Lav of the Sea, 

Reaffirming that the area of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and. their 

subsoil, lying beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, together with the 

resources thereof, are the comEton heritage of mankind, 

Convinced that the exploration of that area and the exploitation of those 

resources must be carried out for the benefit of all mankinc1, taking into account 

the special interests and needs of the developing countries, including the 

particular needs and problems of those which are land-locked, 

I .. . 
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l. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare, in collaboration with the 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development and other competent bodies, 

an up-to-date study of the matters referred to in the memorandum dated 

14 January 1958 prepared. by the Secretariat on the question of free access of land­

loclced countries to the sea21 and to supplement that document, in the light o7 

the events uhich have occurred in the meantime, with a report on the special 

problems of land-locked countries relating to the e"-'I'loration and exploitation 

of the resources of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, 

beyond the limits of national jurisdiction; 

2, Requests the Secretary-General to submit the above-mentioned study to 

the Enlarged Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor 

beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction, for consideration at one of its 

1971 sessions, so that appropriate measures may be evolved \fithin the general 

fyamevork of the law of the sea, to resolve the problems of land-locked 

countries; 

3. Requests the Committee to report on this question to the General 

Assembly at its twenty-sixth session. 

c 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 798 (VIII) of 7 December 1953, 1105 (XI) of 

21 February 1957 and 2574 A (XXIV) of 15 December 1969, 

Recalling further its resolutions 2340 (XXII) of 18 December 1967, 

2467 (XXIII) of 21 December 1963 and 2574 (XXIV) of 15 December 1969, 

Taking into account the results of the consultations undertaken by the 

Secretary-General in accordance with paragraph l of resolution 2574 A (XXIV), vrhich 

indicate widespread support for the holding of a comprehensive conference on the 

law of the sea, 

United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, 1958, Official 
Vol. I; United Nations publication, Sales No.: 58. V,l1., Vol.l; 
document 23 (A/CONF.l3/29 and Add.l), pp. 306 to 335. 

Records, 
Preparatory 

; ... 
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C8nscious that the problems of ocean space are closely interrelated and need 

to be considered as a whole, 

~oting that the political and economic realities, scientific development and 

rapid technological advances of the last decade have accentuated the need for early 

and progressive development of the law of the sea, in a framework of close 

international co-operation, 

Having regard to the fact that many of the present States Members of the 

United Nations did not take part in previous United Nations conferences on the 

law of the sea, 

Convinced that the elaboration of an equitable international regime for the 

sea-bed and the ocean floor and the subsoil thereof beyond the limits of national 

jurisdiction would facilitate agreement on the questions to be examined at such 

a conference, 

Affirming that such agreements on these questions should seek to accommodate 

the interests and needs of all States, whether land-locked or coastal, taking 

into account the special interests and needs of the developing countries, whether 

land-locked or coastal, 

Having considered the report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the 

Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction, 

Convinced that a new conference on the lmv of the sea would have to be 

carefully prepared to ensure its success and that the preparatory work ought to 

start as soon as possible after the termination of the t1-1enty-flfth session of 

the General Assembly, drawing on the experience already accumulated in the 

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the 

Limits of National Jurisdiction and using fully the opportunity provided by the 

1972 United Nations Conference on the Human Environment to further its work, 

1. Notes with satisfaction the progress made so far towards the elaboration 

of the international regime to the sea-bed and the ocean floor and the subsoil 

thereof beyond the limits of national jurisdiction through the Declaration of 

Principles Governing the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor, and the Subsoil Thereof 

beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction, adopted by the General Assembly on ..• ; 

2. Decides to convene in 1973, in accordance with the provisions of 

paragraph 3 hereof, a conference on the law of the sea which would deal with the 
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establishment of an equitable international regime - including an international 

machinery - for the area and the resources of the sea-bed and the ocean floor 

and the subsoil thereof beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, a precise 

definition of the area, and a broad range of related issues including those 

concerning the regimes of the high seas, the continental shelf, the territorial 

sea (including the question of its breadth and the question of international 

straits) and contiguous zone, fishing and conservation of the living resources 

of the high seas (including the question of the preferential rights of coastal 

States), the preservation of the marine environment (including, inter alia, the 

prevention of pollution) and scientific research; 

3. Decides further to review at its twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh 

sessions the reports of the Committee referred to in paragraph 6 below on the 

progress of its preparatory work with a view to determining the precise agenda 

of the Conference, its definitive date, location and duration, and related 

arrangements; if the twenty-seventh General Assembly determines the progress of 

the preparatory worl< of the Committee to be insufficient, it may decide to 

postpone the Conference; 

4. Reaffirms the mandate of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the 

Sea-Bed ancl the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction set forth 

in resolution 2467 A (XXIII) of 21 December 1<;68 as supplemented by the present 

resolution; 

5. Decides to enlarge the Committee by thirty-nine members, appointed by 

the Chairman of the First Committee in consultation with regional groups and 

taking into acco-unt equitable geographical representation thereon; 

6. Instruct~ the enlarged Committee to hold two meetings in Geneva in 

March-April and August 1971 in order to prepare for the Conference draft treaty 

articles embodying the international regime - including an international 

machinery for the area and the resources of the sea-bed and the ocean floor 

and the subsoil thereof beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, taking into 

account the equitable sharing by all States in the benefits to be derived 

therefrom, bearing in mind the special interests and needs of developing 

countries, whether coastal or land-locked, on the basis of the Declaration of 

Principles Governing the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor and the Subsoil Thereof 
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beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction adopted by the General Assembly on •.. , 

and a comprehensive list of subjects and issues relating to the law of the sea 

referred to in operative paragraph 2 above which should be dealt with by the 

Conference, and draft articles on such subjects and issues; 

7. Authorizes the Committee to establish such subsidiary organs as it deems 

necessary for the efficient performance of its functions, bearing in mind the 

scientific, economic, legal and technical aspects of the issues involved; 

3. Requests the Committee to prepare, as appr::Jpriate, reports to the 

General Assembly on the progress of its work; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General to circulate those reports to Member 

States and Observers to the United Nations for their comments and observations; 

10. Decides to invite other Member States which are not appointed to the 

Committee to participate as observers and to be heard on specific points; 

ll. Requests the Secretary-General to render the Committee all the 

assistance it may require in legal, economic, technical and scientific matters, 

including the relevant records of the General Assembly and specialized agencies 

for the efficient performance of its functions; 

12. Decides that the enlarged Committee, as well as its subsidiary organs, 

shall have summary records of its proceedings; 

13. Invites the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization and its Intergovernmental Oceanographic Corrmission, the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and its Committee on Fisheries, 

the World Health Organization, the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative 

Organization, the World Meteorological Organization, the International Atomic 

Energy Agency and other intergoverrunental bodies and specialized agencies 

concerned to co-operate fully with the Corr~ittee in the implementation of the 

present resolution, in particular by preparing such scientific and technical 

documentation as the Committee may request. 




