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1. The item entitled "Effects of Atomic Radiation: Report of the United
Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation" wes included

in the provisicnal agenda of the Ltwenty-fifth sesslon (A/BOOO/Rev.l) by the
Secretary-General in accordance with General Assembly resolution 2496 (XXIV).

2, At its 188th meeting, on 17 September 1970, the General Committee recommended
that this item should be ineluded in the agenda. At its 1843rd plenary meeting,
on 18 September 1970, the General Assembly adopted this recommendation and
allocated the item to the Special Political Committee for it to examine and
report on the question. |

A The Special Political Committee examined the item at ite 692nd meeting, on

2 Octover., It had before it a draft resolubion submitted by the following
countries: Australia, Belgium, PBrazil, Canada, Czechoslovakia, France, Japan,
Mexico, New Zealand, Sweden, the United Kingdom of Great PBritain and Northern
Treland and the United States of America. Bubsequently Argentina, Morocco and
the Unicn of Soviet Sccialist Republics also sponsored the draft resolution
(A/SPC/L.179). By this draft resolution, the General Assembly would: L. note
with appreciation the report adopted by the United Hations Scilentific Committee
on the Lffects of Atomic Radiation at its twentieth session (A/8078); 2. commend
the Beientific Committee for the valuable contribution it had made since its

inception to wider knowledge and understanding of the effects and levels of
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abomic radizstion; 3. request the Scientifiec Committee To continue its work,
including its co-ordinating sctivities, to increase knowledge of levels and
effects of atomic radiation from all sources; . rote the intention of the
Scientific Committee to hold its twenty-first session in June 1971; 5. draw
attention to the invitation wmede by the Committee to States Members of the United
Wations or members of specialized agencies or of the Tnternational Atomie Enerpgy .
Apency to submit avallaeble data that would enable it to assess the effects of
peaceful uses of nuclear energy con the radiation exposure of human

populations; 6, express its appreciation of the asslstance rendered to the
Seientific Committee by the speclialized agencies, the International Alomic

Energy Agency and the non-govermmentazl organizations concerned; 7. recommend
that all parties concerned should continue their co-operation with the Sclentific
Committee; 8. commend the Scientific Commitlbes on the discugsion which it had

had on the contribution thal might be made to the United Nations Conference on
the Humsn Environment and recommend that the Secretary-General fully utilize

the relevant experience of the Committee in the further preparatiocns for this
Conference; and 9. request the Secretary-General to continue to provide the
Scientific Committes with the assistance necessary Tor the conduct of its work
and the dissemination of its findings to the public.

h, The Commitiee alsc had before it a veport of the Secretary-General
(A/SPC/L.lBO} on the adminigtrative and finaneial implications of the above-
mentioned draft resolution.

5e some delegations expressed appreciation of the contribution to the study of
the effects of atomic radiation made by the World Health Organizatiocn.

6. A% the same meeting, the Special Political Committee unanimously adopted the

draft resoclution,

RECOMMENDATION OF THE SPECTAL POLITICAL COMMITTEE
T, The Specisl Political Committee recommends that the General Assembly should
adopt the Iollowing draft resolution:

The Genergl Assswmbly,

Recalling its resclution QL% (X) cf 3 December 195%, which established the
United Nations Sclentific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation, and its

subsequent resclutions,
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Reaffirming the desirability of the Scientifle Committee continuing its worlk,
Concerned about the poteatially harmful effects on present and future
generations resulting from the levels of radiation to which man is exposed,

Conscious of the continued need for compiling information about atomic

radiation and for analysing its effects on wen and his environment,

Tsking into account that in its future reviews of environmental contamination,

the Committee will also give detailed attention to that resulting from peaceful
uses of nuclear energy, :

Noting that the Scientific Coumittee has discussed the contribution that
night he made to the United Naticns Conference on the Human Environment 4o be
helé 1in 1972,

1. Notes with apprecilation the report adopted by the United Nations
Seientific Committee on the Effects of Atomie Radiation at its twentieth
sessio_n;l

2. Commends the Scientific Commlttee for the valuable contribution it has
made since its inception to wider knowledge and understanding of the effects and
levels of atowmlc radiation;

3. Requests the Scientific Committee to continue its work, including its
co-ordinating activities, to increase knowledge of levels and effects of atomic
radiation from all sources;

L, Notes the intention of the Scientific Committee to hold its twenty-first
sesgion in Juns 1971;

5. Draws attention to the invitation made by the Scientific Committee to

States Mewbers of the United HNations or members of specialized agencies or of the
International Atomic Erergy Agency to submit available data that would enable it
to assess the effects of peaceful uses of nuclear energy on the radiation
exposure of human populations;

6. Expresses its appreciation of the assistance rendered to the Scientific
Committee by the specialized agencies, the International Atomic Fnergy Agency and

»

the non-governmental organizations concerpned;
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T Recommends that all parties concerned should continue their co-cperation
with the Scientific Committee;

5, Commends the Scientific Committee on the discussion which it has had on

the contributior that might be mede to the United Natlons Conference on the Human
Environment and recommends that the Secretary-General fully utilize the relievant
experience of the Committee 1n the further preparations for this Conference;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to provide the Scientific
Committee with the assistance necessary for, the conduect of its work and the

dissemination of its findings ts the public.





