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1. In sccordance with rule 154 of the ruies of procedure of the General Assembly,
the Fifth Committee considered at its 1156th meeting on 1 December 1966 the

‘ financial implicetions of draft resolution I recommended by the Sixth Committee
concerning an Intermationsl Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Lew of Treaties
(4/6516, para. 152). . _ .
2. For its consideration of the item the Committee had before it a report of the
Secretary-Generel (A/C.5/1088) and the related observations of the Advisory.
Comnittee on Administrative end Budgetary Questions {A/6528). The Advisory
Committee, while noting the estimates of coste submitted by the Secretary-General,
expressed the view that the proposed conference would be g major special conference
vithin the terms of parasgraph 5 of Genersl Assembly resolution 2116 (XX) of
21 December 1965, ' _
3. One delegation, whose position of principle was supported by a second
delegation, pointed out that paragraph 5 of General Assembly resolution 2116 (XX)
provided that not more than onme major special conference of the United Nations shall
be scheduled in any one year. That delegation pointed out that during the
discussion of the proposed diplomatic conference in the Internationel Law
Commission the representative of the Secretary-Genersl had failed to draw the
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attention of the Commission to the relevant provision in that resolution.
Furthermore, in the Sixth Committee the representstive of the Secretary-General
had dealt with resolution 2116 (XX) only after representatives had raised the
matter. At lemst two major conferences had already been called for the year 1968,
and the consequences of the Sixth Committee's decision were the more regrettable
since only a few weeks earlier the Secretary-General had warned the Fifth Committee
sbout the tremendous strgin on the svailable rescurces of the Secretariat in view
of the steadily growing conference programme.

4, The representative of the Secretary-General pointed out that, in his
understanding, there was nothing in resolution 2116 (XX) which precluded a
committee or commission of the United Nations from.proposing the holding'of a
conference at any particular time. The decisibh'whether the préposed conference
should in fact be held in & given year then rested with the General Assembly or
other competent body which would tske into sccount sll relevant factors including
the provisions governing the pattern of conferences. In any case, the General
Assembly bad not as yet laid down & criterion for defining the term "major specisl
cnnferen;e .

S. The Fifth Committee decided without objection to inform the Genersl Assembly
that the adoption of the recommendation contained in the report of the Sixth
Committee (A/6516) concerning the convening of an International Conference of
Plenipotentisries on the Law of Treaties would call for an additionzl expenditure
in 1967 of $32,900 under section 2 of the budget estimates. In addition the
requirements for the conference in 1968 were estimated at $389,300, and st
$201,600 in 1969. The requirements for 1968 and 1969 would be taken into account
at the time of the preparation of the initial budget estimetes for those years.
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