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Lhetter dated 12 September 1991 from the representatives of
Hungary and of Ukraine to the United Nations addressed to
the Secretary-General

We have the honour to transmit to you the text of the Declaration on the
principles of cooperation between the Repubiic of Hungary and the Ukrainian
foviet Socialist Republi~c to ensure respect for the rights of national
minorities and the Protocol to the Declaration signed by Géza Jeszenszky,
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Hungary, and Anatoly Zlenko,
Minister for Forelgn Affairs of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, at
Budapest on 31 May 199 . (see anneox).

We request you to circulate the text of the present letter and its annex
as an official document of the General Assembly, under ltems 12 and 99 of the
provisional agenda.

(Signed) Guennadi I. OUDOVENKO (Signed) Ivan BUDAI
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ANNEX

Declaratlon on the principles of cooperation between the

Republic of Hungary ond Lhe Ukralnlan Soviet Soclallist

Republlic Lo ensure respect ftor the rights of national
minoritley

(Budapest, 31 May 1991)

The Republic of Hungary and the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic
(hereinatter the Parties),

Reattirming their commitment to the implementation of the provisions of
the United Natlions Charter, the United Nations documents on human rights, the
Helsinki Final Act, and other documents of the Conterence on Security and
Cooperation in Europe;

Emphasizing thelr common goal of creating a democratic social systom
which will, within the framework of the rule of law, eusure for all citizens
full exercise of human rights and tundamental freedoms, as well as free
expression ot their legitimate interests and aspirations, political pluralism,
social tolerance, equality before the law, and protection under the law for
individualas and communities;

Bearing in mind that in thelr respective territories there live nat.ional
minorities, which possess appropriate rights, both individually and as a
community, within the framework ot their respective groups;

Being aware that the national winorities, historically resident in thoir
respective territories, make a useful contribution to the welfare and tha
cultural and humanitarian development of both Parties;

Recognizing that respect. for, and »>romotion of the enjoymont. of, tho
rights of national minorities, =8 an integral part of universal human rights,
are essential elements of peace, justice, security, stability and democracy
and are indispensable for the developmen: of friendly relat.ions and
cooperat.ion between the Parties;

Heing convinced that the development of constructive and effective
cooperation between the Parties ia indiapensable for consistent respect tor,
and protection of, the rights of national minorities, as well as for the
oxpression, protection and promotion of their ethnic, cultural, linguistic and
religious identlitien;

Have resolved to proclaim the present Declaration on the principles of
cooporation to ensure respect. for the rights of national minorities and to
effect. itds provisions in practice,.
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(1) The Parties shali respect. the human rights, including aquality
hatore the law and non-discrimination, and fundamentai freedoms, of the
nat.ional minorities, both as communities torming an organie part ot their
raspact lve socletles and Stated, as well ns of persons belonaing to them, and
shall make conslistent efforts in order to quarantee cvheir full enjoyment .
Persons belonging to natlional minorities shall observe the laws of the countay
in which they live.

(2) The Parties shall respect the rights ot their respective citizens to
treely decide to which natjionality they belong and whether or not to exercise
the rights which may derive trom that choice, and shall guarantee that any
decision will entnil no adverse consequancen for them.

(3) The Parties shall, in their efforts to promote democracy and the
rule ot law, take Into account the legitimate interests of the national
minorities in their respective policies and shall taka the necessary
political, legal and administrative measures to help create favourable
conditions for the protection and promotion of the ethnic, cultural,
linquistic and religiour identities of the national minoritiss. Such measures
shall serve the intererts of the whole society and shall not resul{ in
encroachments on the rights of other citizens.

(4) The Parties shall provide protection of leqal and other nature, as
may be necessary agalnst any activities, including propaganda, that tend to
ondanger their existence or identity, or to breed, foment or justify hatrad
and discrimination on the basis of belonging to a national minority.

(5) The Parties express their readiness to encourage efforts to create
the legal framework for the national minorities that will quarantee their
right to effective participation in public affairs, including issuos,
pertaining to the protection and promotion of their identities, as well as the
adoption and implementation of decisions affecting their areas of settlement.

(6) The Parties consider that the rights of national minorities to
establish and maintain in the Parties' territories, and in accordance with
their respective legislation, organizations and associations for the purpose
of preserving their national identities is a natural element of a democratic
State ruled by law. Such organlzations or associaticns may establish and
maintain relations with such organizstions or associations of other countries
with which they share a common ethnic or national origin, cultural heritage or
religion. Such organizations or associations may solicit voluntary financial
or other assistance and apply for support from the State. Related activities
shall be in accordance with the national laws of the country concerned.

Concrete questions of such support by the Parties shall be decided upon
by n Mixed Commission to be set up under artlicle 16 of the present Declaration.

(7) The Parties intend to implement the principle that State orqgans
dealing with nationalities and national minorities shall be established
democrat.icelly, with the participation of all the national minorities living
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in the particular area, primarily through their organizatlons or associations
of a representative character, and by taking their interest into account.

(8) The Parties ahall take no administrative, economic or other measures
designed to assimilate the national minorities or change the composition ot
the population in territories inhabited by national minorities.

(9) The Parties shall adopt such legislative, administrative and other
measures as may be necessary to ensure that the national minorities may freely
exercise thelr right to use their mother torngqgue, both orally and in writing,
in private and in public, including the right to use their names in the form
of their native language, forename as well and family name.

The exercise of this right shall not invalidate the obligation to learn
the officlial language or languages of tha Parties.

(10) The Parties agree that they shall create for the national minorities
the necessary conditions enabling them to learn their mother tongue and to
study in their mother tongue at all levels of educatlion. The practical
problems this may entail will be resolved, taking into account the needs and
capabilities, in accordance with the Parties' legislation in force by a Mixed
Commission to be set up under article 16 of the present Declaration. The
Parties will make it possible for persons belonging to a national minority
living in the territory of the other Party to pursue studics at their own
institutions of higher education, to participate in further tralning, and to
exchange experts in the fields of education and culture. The Parties shall
endeavour to observe the principle of equivalence at all levels of education
and shall recognize the fact of their respective citizens' enrolment in, and
studies at, educational institutions based in the territory of the other
Party. The Parties shall facilitate, at their own educational institutions,
the study of the history and culture of their respective natlonal minorities.

(11) The Parties shall guarantee the right of the natlonal minoritles to
protect and promote their cultural identities, including the right to preserve
and research their own cultural heritage, at both amateur and professional
levels, shall promote mutual acquaintance with the cultures of thelr
respactive national minorities, shall erect statues of prominent cultural
figures in their respective territoriea, an@ shall guarantee the preservation
J4nd protection of historical and cultural monuments.

{12) The Parties declare that bellevers belonging to natioual minorities
shall have the right to exercise their religion, and shall have the right to
acquire, possess, produce and use devotlonal materials and carry on religious
activities in their mother tongue, including tralning in the mother tongue.

(13) The Parties recognize the right of the national minorities to
disseminate, exchange and roceive information in thelr mother tongue without
diacrimination of any kind, and they shall take concrete measures to provide
assistance for the mass media in the respective minority lanquages.
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(14) The Parties shall assist persons belonging to national minorities in
astablishing and maintaining, wlithout discrimination ot any klud, contacts
with one another within their country, as well as citizens of other countr ies
with whom they share a common ethnic or national origin, cultural heritage or
raligion.

(15) The Partles shall prohibit all persons, including persons belonging
to national minorities, to be enqaged in actlivities, Including propaganda,
tending to foment. violence or to stir hatred or to sow discord on ethnic
grounds.

(16) The Parties express their readiness to set up a Mixed Commission,
conslating of reprementatives of the State organs and national minoritles ot
both Partles, to give effect to the principles set torth in the present
Declaration and to monltor compllance with the obligatlons undertaken hereln.
The mandate and the composition of the Mixed Commission shall be determined by
a separate Protocol between the two Governments,

(17) The Parties reaffirm their deslre to promote, at bllateral, reglonal
and internatlonal levels, standard- setting on the rights of national
minorities and declare their readiness to support related efforts at the
United Nations and within the framework of the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Furope.

(18) No provision of the present Declaration shall be construed as
parmitting any activities or acta contrary to the purposes and principles of
the United Nations Charter, other oblligations undor international law or tho
provisions of the Helsinki Final Act, including the principle of territorial
integrity of States.

(19) The Parties doclare that they would welcome accession by other
States to the present Declaration and are ready to exchange views with any

interested State on the principles set forth harein.

Done at. Budapest, on 31 May 1991, in duplicate, in the Hunqarian and Ukrainian
languages, both texts belng equally authentic.

For the Republic of Hungary: For the Ukrainian Soviet
Soclallst Ropublic:

Dr. Geza Jeszonnzky Auntoly Maksimovich Zlenko
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Protocol teo the Declaration oan the principles of ceeperation

between the Republic of Hungary and the Ukralnlen Soviet

Socialist Republic to ensure respect for the rights ot
national minoritles

The Republic of Hungary and the Ukralnian Soviet Socliallst Republic
(hereinafter the Partiea) have agreed, with a view to the practical
implementation . the provisions of the Declaration on cooperation to ensure
respect for the rights of national minorities, as tollows:

(1) The Parties shall set up a Mixed Commiamsion conslsting of
representatives of the Office for Natlonal and Ethnlc Minorities, the Ministry
for Forelgn Affairs of the Republic of Hungary and the Ministry of Culture and
Public Education of the Republic of Hungary, as well am of representatives of
the local govarnment of Szabolcs-SzatmAr-Bareqg County and of the ethnic
Ukrainian citizens of the Republic of Hungary for the Hungarlian slde, and of
an equal number of representatives of the State Committee for Nationalitles of
the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, the Miniatry for Forel n Affairs of
the Ukrainian S8R and the Ministry of Public Fducation of the Ukrainian S8R,
as well as of representatlves of the Execut.ive Committee of Popular
Representation of the Tranacarpathian Terrltory and ot the ethnlc Hunqgarian
citizens of the Ukrainian SSR for the Ukrainlan side.

The delegat.ions will be headed by represantatives of thoe two Mlnlsatries
at the level of Deputy Foreign Minlsters.

(2) The Mixed Commission shall meet, as a rule, twlce a year,
alternately in the territory of each Party, to consider and resolve such
problems as may arine.

The financial expenses lncurred in connection with the accommodation and
work of the members of the Mixed Commission shall be covered by the recelving
Party.

(3) The scope of responsibility of the Mixed Commlasion shall include
making recommendations, on the basls of agreement betwean the Parties, to the
Governments of both Partlies concerning the implemontation of the principles
set. forth in the Declara*lon.

(4) The Parties shall rely on thoir appropriate national institutions
for implemont ing recommendatlions of the Mixed Commiuslon.

Done at Budapest, on 31 May 1991, In duplicate, In the Hungarlan and Ukralnian
languages, both texts being equally nuthentlc.

For the Republic of Hungary: For the Ukrainlan Soviet
Socialist. Ropublic:

Dr. Geza Jeszonszky Anatoly Makslimovich Zlenko



