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The meeting was called to order at 3.0% p.m.

AGENDA ITEM 83: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME OF ACTION FFOR I'HE SECOND DECADE TO
COMBAT RACISM AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (A/41/3, A/41/550, A/41/551, RA/41/5%2,
A/41/571, A/41/181-E/1986/53 and Corr.l3 A/41/607)

AGENDA ITEM 84: ADVERSE CONSEQUENCES FOR 'THl ENJOYMENT OF [IUMAN RIGHTS OF
POLITICAL, MILITARY, ECONOMIC AND OTHER IFORMS OF ASSISTANCE GIVEN TO THE RACIST AND
COLONIALIST REGIME OF SOUTH AFRICA (A/41/3, A/41/573, E/CN.4/Sub.2/1987/8/A4d4.1
A/41/181-E/1986/53 and Corr.l, A/41/341-S/18065 and Corr.l)

AGENDA ITEM 88: IMPORTANCE OF THE UNIVERSAL REALIZATION OF THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO
SELF~-DETERMINATION AND OF THE SPEEDY GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE 10 COLONIAL COUNTRIES
AND PEOPLES FOR THE EFFECTIVE GUARANTEE AND OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS: REPORTS OF
THE SECRETARY~GENERAL (A/41/433 and Add.lj A/41/113-5/17760, A/41/282, A/41/607)

AGENDA ITEM 89: ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (A/41/508,
A/41/512, A/41/561 and Add.13 A/41/93, A/41/167, A/41/177, A/41/178 and Corr.l,
A/41/181-E/1986/53 and Corr.l, A/41/326-S/18049, A/41/341-8/18065 and Corr.l,
A/41/607)

(a) REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

(b} STATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

(c) STATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE SUPPRESSION AND PUNISHMENT OF
THE CRIME OF APARTHEID

1. Mr. JONAH (Assistant Secretary-General), speakinag as Special Repruesentative of
the Secretary-General to Co-ordinate Activities concernina the Second Decade to
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, introduced item 83 and noted that the
extensive recommendations submitted to the General Assembly by the Group of
High-level Interqovernmental Experts to Review the Efficiency of the Administrative
and Financial Functionina of the United Nations and the current financial crisis,
had cast a pall over the proceedinas of the General Assembly, including the Third
Committee. In the circumstances, approval of any new proarammes or measures with
financial implications would depend uvpon voluntary contributions from Member
States. Consequently, he called upon all Governments to make generous
contributions to the already depleted Trust Fund established under the Second
Decade.

2. In the struaggle against the system of apartheid, the broader questions of
racism and racial discrimination should not be overlooked. Eliminating them must
remain a matter of the highest prioritv for the tUnited Nations, because when human
life and dignity were at stake, so were international peace and security.
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3. The Committee had before it several reports on the activities of Governments,
non-aovernmental oraanizations and the public and international oraanizations,
amona them the United Nations, in accordance with the Proaramme of Action for the
Second Decade. Referrina to the activitiet proposed earlier v the General
Assembly, the Economic and Social Council and the Commisaion on Human Riahts, he
wondered, particularly in the light of the constraints dictated by the financial
and political crisis, what further action could be contemplated to aive added
impetus to the strudale against racism and racial discrimination in what remained
of the Decaae. It should be borne in mind that the proaramme of activities
mandated by the General Assembly for the period 1984-1989 would soon run out.

4. He reiterated the importance attached by the Secretary-General to efforta
towards the scrupvlous implementation of the Proaramme of Action for the Second
Decade, and his conviction that the consensus adooted by the Third Committee and
the General Assembly, as the rreferred option for meaningful action under the
Second Decade, remained essential and constructive. Thus, the members of the
Commit! ee could be certain that the Secretary-General would render whatever
assistance was requir<d to achieve that objec ve.

5. Mr. NYAMEKYE (Director, Centre for Human Riahts), introducinuy item 84, drew
attention to General Assembly resolution 39/15 of 23 November 1984, resolvtion
1985/3 of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities of 27 Auaust 1985, and resolutions 1985/9 and 1986/6 of the Commission
on Human Riahts, invitina the Special Rapporteur to update the revort on the
adverse consequences for the enjovment of human riahts of political, miiitarv,
economic, and other forms of assistance given to the racist and colonialist réaime
of South Africa. The most recent updated report of the Jpecial Rapporteur
(E/CN,.4/Sub.2/1987/8 and Add.l and 2) had been submitted directly to the General
Assembly as a result of the financial emerasncy.

6. introducina item 88, he commended the Committee of 24 for its examination of
the situation of countries and territories which had not vet bacome independent,
and the Third Committee, the Commission on Human Riahts, the Sub-Commission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities and the Human Riaghts
Committee for their efforts to promote tha right to self-determination. The
realization of that right was a fundamental condition for the effective guarantee
and observarce of other human riaht*s and for the promotion and strenathenina of
such rights.

7. Under the confidential procedures established bv the Optional Protocol to the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Riahts, the Human Rights Committee
had been examinina actval cases in which specific aroups had invoked the riaht to
self-determination. The Commisaion on Human Rights was continuing to examine the
implementatiorn of the riaht to self-determination, particularly with resvect to
peoples which had not yet asserted that riaht or to which it had not been fully
aranted. Lasatly, the Third Committee had before it a report of the
Secretar~General called for under General Assembly resolutions 40/24 and 40/25.
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8. Under item 89, it should be noted that 124 Scates were currantly parties to
the International Convention on the Elimination of All Porms of Racial
Dimcrimination, and that 12 of those States had racoanized the comnetence of the
Committee, under article 14 of the Convention, to receive communications from
individuvals or qroups of individvals. As of now, 84 States had ratified or acceded
to the International Convention on the Suppreseion and Punishment of the Crime of
Avartheid.

9. Unfortunately, the Committee on the Eliminstion of Racial

Discrimination (CERD), for the first time since its establishment in 1970, had bhad
to postpone its summer session and had been unable to prepare the revort it was to
present to the General Assembly under article ¢ (2) of the Convention because a
number of States varties had not paid the contributi-ns assessed to them under
article 8 (6) of the Convention.

10. Little had come of the appeals by the Chairman of the meetinas of States
parties to the Convention, the Chairman of the Committee and the Secretary-General
that States parties whose assessments were outrtandina should fulfil their
responsibilities for the expenses of the members of the Committee, in accordance
with the Convention. Outstandina CERD sssessments and arrears amounted to

$US 207,948 from 73 States varties.

11. The Committee's activities included such important tasks as the examination of
periodic reporte and the consideration of communicacions from individuvals or qroups
of individuals under article 14 of the Convention. Moreover, the rffectiveness
with which the Committee had discharged its functions had undoubtedly contributed
to makinag the Convention the most universally accepted instrument in the field of
human riahts. Racial discrimination was far from beina eradicated in all parts of
the world. On the contrary, the current world economic crisis was engendering
discriminatory attitudes towards various ethnic aroups in many places where racial
tolerance and harmony had once reianed.

12, M-, BIRCH (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), speakina on
behalf of the Twelve member States of the European Community, said that the Twelve
rejected all forms of racial discrimination zs an affront to human dignity. Racism
and racial discrimination were irreconcilable with the ideals of free and
democratic societies.

13. Within the framework of those ideals and principles, the twelve had
contributed to the efforts of the internationsl community to eradicate racis)
discrimination, which was present in varyina dearees in all societies, fostered by
fanorance, fear and mistrust. It was necessary to sdopt leaislative,
administrative and educational measures to combat it. In June 1985, the members of
the European Community had signed a Joint Declarstion reaffirmina their deeo
commitment to an open society and condemning all forme of discrimination within the
Community.
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14. The struvaqle aaainst racism and racial discrimination was one of the central
preoccupations cof the United Nationa. It derived from the principles of the
Charter and the Universal Declasation of Human Riaghts. The Oraanization had played
an essential vart in increasina awareness of the evils of raciam and in
establishina international standards and mechanisms to combat it. The Second
Decade to Conbat Racism and Racial Discrimination and the proaramme of activities
for the first half oi the Decade were evidence of the will of the international
community to make concerted efforts to eliminate racism and racial discrimination
throuvghout the world. The Twelve were ready to work actively to maintain the
consensus in that respect.

15. The Twelve welcomed particularly the great importance attached to education
and training in the implementation of the Proaramme of Action for the Second
Decade, in addition to administrative and iegislative measures to eradicate r :cial
discrimination. The manual prepared by the Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination would assist teachers and professors in combating racism.

16. In seeking to eliminate racial discrimination from their own societies, the
Twelve haC had to cope with new problems, such as the need for education systems to
reflect the ethnic and cultural diversitv which now exinted in their countries.

Six member States of the European Communitv had made financial contributions to the
media round table on international leaal issuves relatina to apartheid, racism and
racial discrimination held at The Haaue in September 1985, and several of those
States had played an active part in the international seminar on Community
Relations Commissions and Their Functions held in Geneva in 1985.

17. In most countries, racial discrimination was aqainst the law. Any society
which was oraanized on the basis of institutionalized racism was particularly
abhorrent. That was the case 'n South Africa, whose policvy of aggttheid ran
counter to all the principles on which the United Nations was based. The Twelve
had repsatedly made clear their revulsion at avartheid and had demanded that it
should be abolished. Thev utterly rejected a philosophy which denicd opbportunicy
or liberty to one child, yet aave riahts and privileges to another, solely on the
basis of his or her colour.

18. There had been reforms in South Africa, but they were too few and too slow to
prevent bitterness and bloodshed. The current state of emeraency had brought
desolation to the homes of thousands of people imprisoned without trial and that
had worsened, not improved, the prospects for peaceful change. Violence would not
end apartheid, but dialoque was impossible while black leaders remained imprisoned
or detained and black organizations proscribed. The Twelve had repeatedly called
on the South African Government to release unconditionally Nelson Mandela and other
politicel prisoners and to 1ift the ban on the African National Congress, the Pan
Africanist Conqress of Azania and other political parties.

19. On 10 September 1985 the member States of the European Community had aareed on

a series of measvres designed to impress on the South African Government the
inescapable need for fundamental reform. In June 1986 the Council of Europe,
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aravely concerned about the serious situation in South Africa, had decided to
provide financial and material assistance to the victims of apartheid and to
volitical prisoners.

20, On 16 September the following measures had heen taken: a ban on new
investments in South Africa and on the import of iron, steel and aolu coins from
South Africa. 1In addition, the Twelve were implementina a concerted prcgramme to
help the victims of apartheid, as well as South Africa's neiahbours, both
bilaterally and throuagh the Southern African Development Co-ordination

Conference {(SADCC).

21. With regard to item 84, it was reorettable that the relevant report did not
represent a vseful basis for the debate, since it merely contained lists of
companies maintaining oven commercial links with South Africa. Furthermore, the
lists were inaccurate and selective, possibly for political reasons. Thev excluded
many State and other corporations which were well known to conduct reaular trade
with South Africa.

22, On the subject of item 89, the fact that 124 States had ratified the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
meant that it was the human riqhts instrument which had come the closest to
universal recoanition. The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
played a central role in the strugale against racial discrimination, but was now
ser iously at riask, since nearly two thirds of all States parties had failed to
honour their financial oblications under the Convention. The Committee had had to
defer its thirty-fourth session and had been unable to submit its report to the
Genera! Assembly. That was a matter of arave concern, since the Committee's annuval
reports helped to develop broader international understandinag of the Convention.
For that reason, the Twelve called upon those States parties which were in arrears
to pav their contributions to enable the Committee to continue to fulfil its
important functions.

23. The Twelve also looked forward to the re~establishment of consensus, which had
qradually been undermined by the inclusion of devisive or extraneous issues. The
resolution on the item under consideration should reflect the views of all States
parties, and the Twelve were ready to co-operate with other interested delegations
in order to re-establish consensus.

24. Mr, LINDGREN ALVES (Brazil) observed that, in studying the problem of violence
and power in society, Hannah Arendt had concluded that human beings were able not
just to act, but to act in concert. It was necessary for societies to overcome
their differences, includina racial differences, in order to achieve the concerted
action that was ccessary in the ideal conception of power, however Utopian it
might seem.

25. No guestion seemed to deserve more attention than the evils of apartheid in
South Africa which were manifested daily in massive violations of human rights,
acts of aagression against veaceful neighbourina countries and denial of freedom to
the people of Namibia.
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26. The activities oraanized by the United Nations to holster the cause uof the
South African and Namibian peoples had borne few tanaible results, since Pretoria
continued to disreqard international opinion. And yet, never had international
public opinion showu itself to be so actively mobilized aaainst apartheid as was
currently the case. Even thouah some Governments still had misaivinas about the
desirability of imposing the sanctions proposaead by the General Assembly, they
displayed less cohesion than in the past, and many private enterprises, local
administrations and universities had :=lready opted for their own disinvestment
measures. There were also non—qovernmental org=nizations and private aroups which
played an important role in the struvaqale against racism, racial discrimination and

apartheid.

27. Brazil complied with all the mandatory United Nations resolutions concerning
apartheid and for some years had bheen promvlaating leaislation for the imposition
of voluntary sanctions against South Africa. The Brazilian delegation's only doubt
about the recommendations of the Seminar on International Assistance and Support to
Peoples and Mover.ents Struqgling aaainst Colonialism, Racism, Racial Discrimination
and Apartheid was that the drafting of the proposed convention would probably take
longaer than the time needed for those movemente to be victoriouve.

28. Brazil supported those movementa both directly and through contributions to
the United Nations funds eatablished to that end. The Government of Braxzil offered
training courses and oraanized seminars for SWAPO. Tt had established contacts
with the Africar National Congress, including Winnie Mandela, and the members of
the African National Conaress had expressed their aratitude for Brazil's position
in reqgard to South Africa. The Government expected to be honoured in the near
future by an official visit by Archbishop Desmond Tutu to Brazil. Braszii provided
assistance to the front-line States on a bilateral basis and through the Southern
African Development Co-ordination Conference.

29. Brazil had reiterated its concern in manv fora about the situation of peoples
whose fundamental right to self-determination had been denied. Serious
neqotiations should take place to resolve the problems of thn Paleastinjans,
Afghanistan and Kampuchea. However, few situvations seemed to be as arave as that
of Namibia. The illeqal occupation of that Territory by South Africa not only
violated the riahts of its peopnle, but had been used as a pretext for acts of
aqqression aqainst Angola. It was necessary to put an end, through concerted
action, to South Africa's acts of agqression against Angola, as well as to all
forms of assistance to the irreqular forces which were seeking to destabilize that
country.

30. Mrs., SANTHOSO (Indonesia) said that the Proaramme of Action for the Second
Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination formed a framework within which
the international community could effectively oppose discrimination and racism and
promote social hariiony, peace and justice. Althouah apartheid had been declared »
crime against humanity and a threat to international ace and security, the racist
régime of South Africa still peraisted in its inhuman practices and brouaht chaos
and devastation to the region bv denying the fundamental human riahts of the black
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majority. The réaime's brutality was demonstrated by killina, maimina and the mass
detention of innocent victims. Indonesi.. deplored such bloodshed and called once
again for the unconditional release of Nelson Mandela and all political prisoners.

31. rince her country, too, had suffered the humiliation of the colonial voke and
had been obliged to fight for its independence, it viewed with arprehension the
tragic situation of Namibia, where the racist régime of South Africa maintained its
arcocant, colonialist rule. As far as it was able, Indonesia had provided material
and financial support fo- the people of Namibia and had made opportunities
available to SWAPO for the training of young Namiuians for self-aovernment.
Indonesia supported the recommendations contained in Gocument A/41/571, and had
always complied with the arms and oil embargoes and other sanctions and boycotts
declared against South Africa.

32. The still-un-~~nolved Guestion of Palestine was the crux of the Arab-Israeli
conflict and cou ot be dissociated from the colonial context, since the
Palestinians were denied the right to return to their own land, self-determination
and sovereian and independent statehood. Peace could not be achieved in the reaion
until Israel withdrew from all the Arab territories occupied r£’nce 1967, includina
Jerusalem. The convening of an international peace conference on the Middle East
under the aucpices of the United Natins would provide an approoriate forum for the
parties concerned, includina the PLO, to participate on an eaqual footing. The
political will of the parties concerned would play a decisive role in the
achievemant of positive results.

33. .thouvgh Indonesis was not yet a party v the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination os the International Convention
on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, its Constitution
colled for respect for the orinciples they contained and strong support for all
efforts to eradicate racism, racial discrimination and apartheid. Her country
called upon all States parties to those leqal instruments to abide by them in
orinciple and in action.

34, Mr., TANASA (Romania) said that, despite all the efforts ot the United Nations
and the international community, racist theories and practices still existed.
Romania strongly condemned them, and those who encouraged and profited from them,
and endorsed the militant solidarity and many-sided support rendered to national
liberation movements. During the Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial
Discriminution, it was imperative to sustain ard increase still further the
international co-operation achieved durinag the First Decade, and also to intensify
national, reqional and international measures under the Proaramme of Action.

35. Nowhere in the worlA were racism and racial discrimination so brutal and
blatant as in South Afri. a. The United Nations, which had acknowledged the
leqitimate aspirations c” the South African people, bore » particular
resoonsibility for the -_adication of apartheid. 1t was clear that the apartheid
svstem cculd nut be reformed, bu must be abolished, which would require a
commitmeny. to action consist nt with the universal condemnation of apartheid. It
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was disquieting that the measures adopted by Member States had, as yet, brouaht no
chanae in the situation in South Africa; repression had increased and the so-called
"constitutional proposala” had served onlvy to undermin~ the unity of the oppressed
peoplea, while the avariheid réaime persisted in a campaign of expansion in
southern Africa, continued its illeaal occupation of Namibia and launched acts of
aqgaression against neiahbouring countries.

36. Romania fully subsorted the struaale of the people of Namibia, under the
leadership of SWAPO, and the immediate implementation of Security Council
resolution 435 (1978). ‘e fight against racism, racial discrimination and
apartheid shouvld include measures to improve the economic, poiitical, social and
cultural situvation, with a view to eradi~ating inequality in emplovment, nutrition,
health, housing and education.

37. vVvarious internaticnal forums had drawn the attention of ihe international
community to the acts of agqression committed by South Africa against independent
Pfrican Statazs, had sttonaly condemned the spartheid policy and had adopted
measures to brina about. the end of all ki ‘s of collaboration with South Africa,
including the adoption of sanctions. Romania supported those measures and affirmed
that the time had come to move from words to deeds.

38. Mras. ITO (Japan) said that racism was an unacceptable denial of the most
fundamental principles of the United Nations. Despite the vital role played by the
United Nations in the field of human rights, prejudice and discrimination,
particularly racial discrimination, still existed in the world. The apacrtheid
réaime of South Africa was a particularly disheartening example. Japan had taken
all possible measures to exert pressure on the Government of South Africa, but it
was essential to remember that a peaceful solution to the apartheid problem was a
matter for the entire international community, not merely for South Africa.

39. Japan regretted that the people of Namibia was denied ita right to
self-determination, which shovld be achieved in accordance wi .h the wishes of the
inhabitants, as expressed in free elections under the suvervision of the United
Nations. To that end, the parties concerned must work towards the implementation
of Security Council resolution 435 (1978). '

40. The Vietnamese military intervention i{n Kampuchea still continued. Japan had
always been in favour of a comprehensive political settlement based on the
withdrawal of all foreian military forces and the exercise of the right to
self-determination by the people of Fampuchea. Japan appreciated the efforts made
by the Association of South-East Asian Nations and the Coalition Government of
Democratic Kampuchea to reach such a settlement.

41. Almost seven years had passed since the Soviet invasion of fghanistan, and
fighting still continued. The invasion had violated the human riahts of the people
of Afghanistan and had caused a mass exodus cf defenceless refugees. Japan called
once more for the immediate and complete withdrawal of Soviet troops, the
restoration of the political independence and non-alianed status of Afahanistan,
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the restoration of the riaht to self-determination of the Afahan people and a safe
and honourable return for all refuagees. Her country supported the efforts of the
Secretary-General and his personal representative to achieve those aims.

42. A solution to the problems of the Middle East could only be achieved by the
recognition of and respect for the leaitimate riaht of the Palestinian people to
self-determination, includina the establishment of an independent State. At the
same time, the right to exist of all the States concerned must be recoqnized. TIn
order to resolve those difticult problems, it was essential to oromote trust
between the parties concerned. Japan deeply reqretted *he recent wave of violence
in the region and stronqly condemned it. Such incidents must not be allowed to
undermine the peace process.

ORGANIZATION OF WORK

43. The CHAIRMAN drew pttention to a letter from the President of the General
Asgembly recommending that the Committee's work should be organized in such a way
that it could finish by the end of November 1986. The letter therefore suggested
28 November as the provisional finishinag datc for the deliberations and deferred a
fings decision on a closing date for the General Assembly. The revised date meant
that the Third Committee's series of meetinas would be shortened by five workina
days. He recalled that, as aareed at the 2nd mecting of the Committee, all aqenda
items would receive a proportionate amount of attertion, without makina any
jvdaement ahouvt the relative importance of the items.

44. Mrs. YOUNG (United Kinadom), Miss AYORINDE (Niaeria), Miss AIOUAZ (Algeria)
and Mr. LY (Senegal) requested clarification on various aspects of the oraanization
of work.

45. The CHAIRMAN emphasjzed that the proposed proqramme of work was indicative in
nature and shbuld be interpreted flexibly. If there were no objections, he would
take it that the Committee wished to set 28 November 1986 as the closing date for
its meetinas.

4v, 1t was 80 decided,

47. The CHRIRMAN suagested that, in order to facilitate the progress of work., some
items might be submitted one or two da''s before the date set for debate in the
Comm.ttee and that, as far as possible, speakers should confine their statements to
a maximum of six paqges. !

The meeting rose at 5.10 p.m.
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The meeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM 83: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR THE SECOND DECADE TO
COMBAT RACISM AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (continued) (A/41/3, A/41/55", A/41/551,
A/41/552, A/41/571, A/41/181-E/1986/53 and Corr.ly A/41/707)

AGENDA ITEM 84: ADVERSE CONSEQUENCES FOR THE ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS Ol
POLITICAL, MILITARY, ECONOMIC AND OTHER FORMS OF ASSISTANCE GIVEN TO THE RACIST AND
COLONIALIST REGIME OF SOUTH AFRICA (continued) (A/41/3, A/41/573,
E/CN.4/Sub.2/1987/8 and Add.l) A/41/181~E/1986/53 and Corr.l, A/41/341-5/18065 and
Corr.l)

AGENDA ITEM 88: IMPORTANCE OF THE UNIVERSAL REALIZATION OF THE RIGHT OF PLOPLES T0
SELF-DETERMINATION AND OF THE SPEEDY GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES
AND PEOPLES FOR THE EFFECTIVE GUARANTEE AND OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS (continued)
(A/41/433 and Add.ly A/41/133-8/17760, A/41/282, A/41/607)

AGENDA ITEM 89: sLIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (continued)
(A/41/508, A/41/512, A/41/561 and Add.l; A/41/93, A/41/167, A/41/1717, A/41/178 and
Corr.ly A/41/181~E/1986/53 and Corr.l, A/4'/326~S/18049, A/41/341—S/18065 and
Corr.ly A/41/607)

1. Mr. KHALIFA (Spocial Rapporteur of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities) said that in the last few years the
assistance given to the South African régime had had an adverse effect on the
enjoyment of human rights by the non-white population and had made the eradication
of apartheid more difficult. It was a widespread error to consider the South
African economy a free-enterprise system. The ruling party in South Africa had
long been dominated by Afrikaaners whose antagonism toward English-speaking whites
who controlled most business dated back to the Anglo~Boer War. But the two
factions were bound together by a fascist pact which guaranteed the existence of an
Afrikaaner state power. Consequently, black unrest and revolt was directed not
only against the political system, but against the economic system, that is, the
gystem as a whole.

2, The 1960 Sharpevilie incidents had ushered in the awakening of the revolt.
The liberation movement which started in Sharpeville had been crushed, but
suppression of the Soweto uprising in 1976 had taken eight months and cost nearly
700 1lives. That suppression had produced a Soweto generation and that generation
was there for future uprisings. The political structure of South Africa, deprived
of the black labour which was the backbone of the slave economy and forced to bear
the burden of the millions of rands needed to reinforce the costly laws of
repression required for the survival of the system, would inevitably crack.

3. Moreover, it was that increasingly active majority which provided the consumer
power that would be needed {f the economy was to expand., The Government's own
statistics showed that in five years, 30 per cent of all consumer purchasing power
would be in the hands of the blacks. That prospect wag already recognized by the
business corporations and they were beginning to steer away from the South African
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economy not always for reasons of morality, but out of shrewdness, as tensions
rose, risk multiplied and the Government became less and less able to govern.

Those developments demonstrated the fallacy of the argument that investing in South
Africa was a healthy exercise that would resolve the problems of the blacks.

4. Naturally, business had attempted to distance the economic system from the
political system of Couth Africa, but public opinion could no longer be swayed by
those arguments, As a result of those new factural and psychological developments,
such tactics as "constructive engagement” and the Sullivan principles had been
permanently discredited. The Sullivan principles, based on alleged concern for the
plight of black workers, had been applied to only a small elite of workers used for
propaganda purposes; they had been applied to some 22,000 workers in a country with
a labour force of 22 million. Constructive engagement had been unmasked in the
United States by the churches, universities, political parties and in other circles
as a corrupt and hypocritical exercise.

5. Now everyone, including the most ardent champions of Pretoria, was trying to
back off and detach from the racist régime, reduce their aid and impose limited
restrictions. The most significant aspect of the present situation was that any
relationship with South Africa was shameful and had to be justified. It was
encouraging to find the United States Congress looking for ways to break out of
that country's commitment to South Africa and resolutely passing a resolution which
imposed restrictions on relations between the two countries, thus responding to the
popular will and living up to the legacy and tradition of the American people's
dedication to the cause of freedom.

6. The European Community, in a well-known resolution adopted by its member
States, had decided in June that it had become urgent to adopt a wait-and-see
attitude. The situation with regard to the Commonwealth was equally strained.
Other countries had long ago taken steps to bring their policies into line with
public opinion. At a meeting held at Oslo, Norway, in October 1985, the Foreign
Ministers of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Sweden and Norway had adopted the Nordic
Programme of Action against South Africa. Canada had taken modest steps to end
incentives to export to and invest in South Africa. Australia had taken similar
steps. France, in May 1985, had issued a strong warning to South Africa and set an
18-month deadline for the withdrawal of all French investments from that country.
That French initiative had culminated in a recent Security Council resolution
calling for voluntary economic sanctions against South Africa.

7. Certainly those signs of change did not amount to much, but they did indicate
that an international campaign was gathering strength. It should be reinforced for
the sake of world peace since only eccnomic pressure could bring the South African
régime to its knees and spare the world a serious conflict and a bloodbath into
which all countries, great and small, could be dragged.

8. Despite Prime Minister Botha's claim that sanctions were not effective, a
state of emergency was declared in South Africa on 20 July 1985 which triggered the
financial collapse of that country. In consequence, the major banks decided to
proceed with a prased reduction of their activities in South Africa. The country's
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financial system was still suffering from bank withdrawals and the subsequent
four-month moratorium on foreign debt payment imposed in September 1985. South
Africa‘'s dependence on foreign capital was the result, inter alia, of its need to
cover outflows of domestic savings. The undisputed fact was that the highly
developed South African economy could not easily withatand sanctions. The moral of
the story was that while South Africa could be militarily secure for some time,
economically it was extremely vulnerable. And since apartheid was based on the
unholy alliance of politics and business, the only way to brina about political
change was to undermine one of those two pillars, and the economy was clearly the
better choice.

9. If sanctions were defined as economic and military action aimed at coercing
States to conform to a specified policy, South Africa was already imposing
sanctions on the front-line States. Over and above those sanctions, it should lte
borne in mind that South Africa had engaged in direct aggression in the form of
attacks on the capitals of Zambia, Botswana and Zimbabwe. Even countries with
which South Africa had reached agreements, like Mozambique, had been the object of
attacks.

10, Undou tedly, even with the imposition of sanctions, South Africa, like
Rhodesia, could hold out for a long time but sanctions undermined business
confidence and, with mounting black insurgence, would finally produce the desired
effect. However, in order for sanctions to be effective, they must cover all
fields of activity. The defenders of South Africa were promoting the notion that
sanctions would hurt blacks more than the whites. When they claimed that economic
sanctions would do more harm to the blacks, they were thinking merely of equivocal,
hesitant and fragmented sanctions. Nevertheless, the cost for the blacks was very
small compared with the cost of the existing human suffering and degradation and
the dangerous consequences of a widening conflict. It was essential to impose a
total embargo and also to monitor the application of sanctions, with machinery that
varied from country to country.

11. The opinion of 77 per cent of the blacks polled by Gallup in 1985 was
favourable to sanctions, although they would suffer the conseguences. Furthermore,
the aim of sanctions was not to cripple the economy of South Africa but to persuade
and exert pressure on the system so as to produce the inevitable collapse of the
réaime, through negotiation and peaceful means, and not through violence.

12. The list of companies contained more than 4,500 names and covered 30 States.
It was not exactly a black list because it was based on indications and assumptions
and consequently was subject to correction. Obviously, it was not a simple task to
carry out an inventory of firms and banks investing in South Africa or assisting it
in the military or economic sphere. There could be no guarantee of the accuracy of
all t'e names in the list.

13. Trade was tantamount to assistance and it could not be denied that trade

relations provided crucial support for the apartheid régime. In 1985 the
International Labour Conference had reqguested Governments to adopt measures, on a
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product-by-product basis, to halt their trade with South Africa. It was
disquieting that some countries were continuing to increase their trade relations
with South Africa. According to reliable sources, the Federal Republic of Germany,
Taiwan and Israel had increased their commercial presence in South Africa. The
case of Japan was unique: while it prohibited direct investment and bank loans to
South Africa, the volume of trade between the two countries had doubled in 10 years
and had increased in 1984 to $3.4 billion. The sanctions announced in

September 1985, which included a ban on the sale of computers to the military
forces or the police of South Africa and on imports of gold Krugerrands did not
actually affect essential trade between the two countries,

14. In view of the latest turn of events, lists had become very important and as a
regult some firms had contacted him in order to have their names taken off the
lists. The present list was the result of his personal efforts with limited
assistance from the Secretariat due to the volume of work and the difficult
financial situation. A more detailed and extensive list was required, a task which
necessitated the co-operation of two full-time economists working in close relation
with the Special Rapporteur and under his instructions.

15. It was no longer a auestion whether apartheid would be abolished but when it
would be abolished. While the blacks lacked political influence, it could not be
expected that they would be pleased by piecemeal concessions. None of the reforms
came anywhere close to majority rulé and moreover there were parties, such as the
Conservative Party, which opposed such reforms in a manner which seemed to indicate
a resurgence of nazism in South Africa.

16. However, the struggle of the blacks had become more mature, was widely
supported and was already capable of giving battle for 1iius survival. Immediate
support must be given to those who believed in their just cause and in democracy,
which was also a good policy. The cases of Rhodesia and Algeria might also be
cited. Last April the Holy See had published a document on Christian freedom and
liberation in defence of the right of peoples t. fight against injustice. The
document also contained a strong defence of the right of oppressed people to resort
to armed force in order to put an end to an obvious and prolonged tyranny. The
Universal Declaration of Human Rights included the richt to hold free elections
through universal suffrage. That and other instruments allowed States to give at
least peaceful assistance to peoples who were seeking those rights.

17. 1In case he shculd again address the Committee within the next two years, he
hoped he would be able to submit a shorter list or, better still no list at all,

18. Mr. LY (Senegal) pointed out that his country, in pursuance of the princ.ple
of the inalienable right of peoples to self-determination and independence, had
supported and would continue to support firmly the oppressed peoples fighting for
independence and the recovery of their legitimate national rights. That policy
included the solidarity and support of Senegal for the heroic struagle of the
people of Namibia under the direction of SWAPO. Senegal rejected any internal
golution of the problem of Namibia and in particular the installation by Pretoria
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of a sc-called "provisional government”, which the Security Council and the
international community considered as null and void.

19, Senegal reiterated its unequivocal support for the Palestinian cause and
reaffirmed the inalienable right of the Palestinian people to achiev. its
segitimate aspirationa. The convening of an irternational conference on peace in
' nhe Middle East, with the participation of the PLO, would facilitate a just and
definitive solution to the tragic Palestinian problem, which contained the seed of
a more general conflict in the Middle East,

20. It was unnecessary to prove that apartheid was an institutionalized form of
the most inhuman racial discrimination. Any delay in the diswntling of the odiuus
system of apartheid would result in more losses of human lives. The system by
definition and in etcsence could not be reformed. The only peaceful solution
possible was to impose sanctions on the Government of South Africa, which was
continuing to defy the Security Council and to destabilize the neighbouring
countries, in violation of the principles of the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of States.

21, He welcomed the economic sanctions imposed on South Africa hy EEC, some
members of the Commonwealth, the Nordic and other countries, including the United
States. It was necessary to maintain and accelerate that general trend in favour
of sanctions against Pretoria. At the same time, the internstional community must
carry out, in a concrete way, its duty of solidarity towards the fighters of SWAPO,
ANC, PAC and the front-line States.

22, It was also necessary to carry on the fight against racism and discrimination
in all their forms. For that purpose, it was important that the international
community, and especially the United Nations, should redouble their efforts for the
effective implementation of the activities and programmes planned for the Second
Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination (A/41/551).

23. The report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of thLe Programme of
Action for the Second Decade provided a basis for discussion and evaluation. His
delegation proposed that the relevant programmes should be given the necessary
resources and that consequently States, organizations and private individuals able
to do so should contribute to the Special Fund for the Programme for the Second
Decade.

24. With regard to the study on the effects of racial discrimination on the
children of minorities and in particular migrant workers (A/41/552), he stressed
the need for a more detailed and extensive examiration of that question. The
conclusions and recommendations of the study on the role of private group action to
combat racism and racial discrimination (A/41/550), should be adopted.

25. He stressed the importance of the ratification and universal scceptance of the
various instruments on racial discrimination and apartheid. For its part, Senegal
had received the congratulations of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination for the manner in which it had applied the International Convention
and for the respect it showed for human rights.
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26. Mr, RICHTER (German Democratic Republic) said that racism, an anachronism in
the twentieth century, was a threat to world peace and had to be fought on a global
scale. The apartheid régime of South Africa was the bastion of racismy it was not
sufficient to reform it - it must be liquidated. The violation of human rights by
the Pretoria régime had reached the dimensions of genocide. His country was in
full agreement with the declaration of the Eighth Conference of Heads of State or
Government of Non-Aligned Countries that there could be no peace, stability or
security in southern Africa until the apartheid system was completely dismantled.

A comprehensive syatem of international security must therefore be established.

27. The German Democratic Republic expressed its solidarity with all those
fiaghting against neo-colonialism, the imperialist threat and imperialist
intervention, and provided practical political, moral, material and humanitarian
asgistance to the peoples of southern Africa and to their liberation movements, as
could be noted from document A/41/550.

28, The United Nations must further develop the international instruments for the
elimination of racism. In that connection, great progress had already been made by
the adoption of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide, the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination, and the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment
of the Crime of Apartheid, to which his Government had acceded at the earliest
possible moment. On 15 September 1986, it had also ratified the International
Convention against Apartheid in Sports.

29, As a member of the United Nations Special Committee against Apartheid, his
country had always advocated international co-operation against all forms of
racism, as well as the mobilization of world public opinion against Nazi, Fascist,
neo-Fascist and all other forms of totalitarianism.

30. Racism had many faces. For example, in a so~-called free democracy, 1 million
American Indians were eking out a miserable existence on reservationa. Hostility
to foreigners, immigrants and migrant workers in that part of the world was also a
problem. Such large-scale manifestations of racial discrimination could not be
overcome merely by appealing to the tolerance of individuals. What was required
was the creation of social conditions that ruled out any form of racism and racial
discrimination. His country would continue to give its full support to the
Programme of Action of the Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination.

31. Mrs. KALININA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), speaking on egenda

item 89, said that the practice and ideology of apartheid, which were incompatible
with human rights and fundamental freedoms, must be eliminated. The spirit of
hatred and exclusiveness, the propaganda of racism and racial superiority, the
denial of rights and the enslavement of peoples had extremely dangerous
consequences for mankind. Soviet policy in that regard was reflected i the words
of M. S. Gorbachev, speaking to the 27th Congress of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union, when he advocated a restructuring of relations between States and
peoples on the basis of friendship, mutual respect and co-operation founded on
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equality. The premises of such co-operation were laid in the Charter of the United
Nations and other international instruments, which received the full and continuing
support of the USSR.

32. The profound crisis in the policy of State racism in South Africa had shaken
the very foundations of the system of apartheid and had established conditions
propitious for the termination and complete elimination of the system and for the
establishment of a democratic republic providing full equality of rights in South
Africa. The voices of the leaders of South Africa's indigenous population must be
heeded when they demanded an end to all political, military and economic
co-operation with the racivt régime, pursuant to the decisions of the Security
Council and the General Assembly calling for an end to the system of apartheid in
South Africa. His country also called for the release of Nelson Mandela and the
other victims of racist repression.

33. The Zionist State policy, condemned by the United Nations as a form of racism
and racial discrimination, led to acts of aggression and expansion and to contempt
for the inalienable rights of the Arab peoples, in particular the Palestinian
people. Israel must comply with the demands of the United Nations Security Council
and General Assembly and bring to a halt all acts of aggression and expansion,
recognizina the rights of the Palestinian people and eliminating racism and racial
discrimination.

34. In the Soviet Union, the culture and dignity of different nationalities and
races were equally respected in all spheres. Soviet legislation prohibited any
curtailment of rights and the establishment of privileges on the basis of race or
nationality. Propaganda which preached national or racial exclusiveness, hatred or
persecution was punished as a criminal offence.

35. The Committee should draw up and adopt effect .ve measures against apartheid
and racism, in accordance with the wishes of the vast majority of the world's
peoples.

36. Ms. SEAH (Singapore) said that, although the United Nations had kept alive
concern for the problems relating to racial minorities and discrimination based on
sex, culture, religion and political beliefa, the progress made thus far had been
slow and left much to be deaired.

37. Many countries that proclaimed their adherence to United Nations resolutions
on the elimjination of racial discrimination were at the same time applying policies
at home that were contrary to internationally recognized norms of conduct. Nations
must take practical and concrete measures to put their own housea in order first.
That prerequisite had been expressed in General Assembly resc ution 2784 (XXVI) of
6 Decemb:r 1971, which stated that national and international action against racial
discrimination in all its forms were interdependent and indispensable components of
a better future for all mankind.

/eon




A/C.3/41/6R.5
Bnglish
Page 9

(Ms. Seah, Singapore)

38. Her country's laws protected each individual's rights irrespective of
language, race or religion. Instances of communal and racial prejudice had not
assumed serious political proportions because the Government's policy was to avoid
all favouritism.

39, she reaffirmed Singapore's support for the strugqle against apartheid in South
Africa, which could learn from her country's experience in racial politics. The
only way out for the Pretoria régime, if it was to stop the unrest from continuing
and affecting the entire population of South Africa, was to dismantle its agarthoid
system without delay.

40, Jer country condemned the violation of the principle of self-determination of
the Namibian people by South Africa in defiance of United Nations resolutions. The
occupations of Kampuchea and Afghanistan were classic examples of the abusive
behaviour of some powerful States that settled political disputes by resorting to
force in flagrant violaition of the principle of self-determination of peoples. As
a result, the occupying forces of those countries must be required unconditionally
and totally to withdraw.

41. Mrs. W A2l (Morocco) said the General Assembly had a special obligation
towards all oples, and above all towards those who suffered flagrant violations
of their most fundamental rights. That obligation, however, seemed to be in grave
danger as a result of financial decisions jeopardizing many of the activities of
the Committee, the Economic and Social Council and its subsidiary bodies or groups
of experts which met regularly to ensure the progressive development of respect for
human rights., The status of human rights the world over must be closely monitored
by the internaticnal community. The financial blow dealt to human rights
activities in 1986 was all the harder to absorb because the terrible, increasingly
violent, events which had occurred in South Africa necesasitated more active
mobilization of the international community with a view to avoiding the
catastrophic outcome that would be inevitable unless a concerted solution was found
to that explosive problem.

42. 1t should be borne in mind that the struggle against discrimination in South
Africa dated back to January 1912, which witnessed the Birth of a then-peaceful
movement, the African National Congress, which had assembled 3,000 delegates,
repregenting all races in 1955 to draft a freedom charter for the establishment of
a non~racial free, democratic society. One oif the participants, Nelson Mandela, a
Council member who would later be elected President, was sentenced to life
imprisonment in 1964. The freedom charter, which provided an ideal framework of
understanding for all South Africans, was trampled upon by an ever more oppressive
system, which unleashed an era of terror and destruction, beginning with the
Sharpeville massacre.

43. The South African people had finally had to recognize that violence could only
be met with violence. The oppressed people, fed up with arbitary detentione,
illeqgal expropriations, arbitrary taxation o>f their children's school system,
repeated, legitimized discriminatory acts, had decided to rebel. Since 1985, there
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had been an unprecedented increase in violent clashes between the white authorities
of Pretoria and the blacks, who made up 73 per cent of the population. The régime

had sparked world-wide indignation when it proclaimed a partial state of emergency,
and then a atate of emergency, throughoat South African territory in June 1986.

44. The appeal for the imposition uf comprehensive sanctions was not new., Those
countries which atill harboured doubts about the application of comprehensive,
mandatory economic sanctions against the system of apartheid must realize that
sanctions were the last resort against rampant violence that was threatening to
Plunge the country, in the not too distant future, into an armed con”lict of such
proportions that it might well extend beyond the borders of South Africa.

Countries could not remain indifferent to that conflict and the bloodbath likely to
accompany it. Not only must economic sanctions be imposed because the
international community was demanding them, but also, and ahove all, because those
sanctions had the support of the South African blacks living in the cities.

45. In a survey conducted by the Agency for Social Inquiry and by “he Institute
for Black Research at the University of Johannesburqg, it had been found that

73 per cent of the blacks living in the main industrial centres of South Africa in
1985, endorsed partial or total disinvestment by foreign companies. They saw it as
a means of applying pressure to force the dismantlement of the system of apartheid,
which refute: the theory that urban blacks, concerned over the possibility of
unemployment, supported foreiyn investments. In the first place, those sanctions
would hzve a greater impact on wnites, since foreign companies employed twice as
many whites as blacks. In the second place, most blacks considered the
consequences of disinvestment as the price that had to be paid if there were to be
any char je in the political situation.

46. The migrant workers who were victims of racism in certain countries wers also
a cause for concern., Xenophobia had reached new heights »nd had taken a heavy
toll. Migrant workers were exploited, mistreated, persecuted and actually had to
consider themselves lucky that they had not been tortured, treated like cattle in a
freight car, murdered in their own neighbourhoods, or stalked all day long by
police eager to enforce laws that would make scapegoats of foreigners, or keep them
under surveillance. In Western Europe, however, the European Commiss:on had
recently approved the text of a declaration against racism and xenophobia which was
to be signed jointly by the Europevan Parliament and the representatives of the
States members at a meeting of the Council. Morocco appealed to all countries
which had benefited and continued to benefit from the contribution of migrant
workers, to condemn all forwme of intolerance, hostility and the use of force
against migrant workers,

47. The illegal occupation of the Territory of Namibia, the aggressive pclicy of
the Pretoria régime and its refusal to implement Security Council resolution

435 (1978) continued to be condemned and criticized by the international communit/,
which could not tolerate the situation and should do its utmost to seek the
implementation of the resolution.
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48, Self-determ aation must also be demanded for the Palestinian people, who had
bheen dimsposcessea cf their lands in 1947 and had to endure discrimination,
exploitation and intolerance in the occupied Territories. There could be no peace
until lsrael fully recoqnized the legitimatc rights of the Palestinian people,
eapecially their right to return to their homeland and establish their own State.

49, The implementation of the principles of the Declaration un the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples should be universal and shouvld be
extended to all peoples of the world, irrespective of time, place, race, creed or
colour. The iInternational community should take a stand against all forms of
agaression, military occupation, mercenary incursions into neighbouring countries
and any deliberate assaulc upon the exercise of the right of self-determination by
all countries and Ter:itories The principle of self-determination was, more than
& political principle, a genuine universal, right which must be fully respected.

50. The austerity measures adopted by the United Nations must not affect human
rights activities. It would be a terrible blow to t .~ activities of the.Second
Decaue if the already modest resources allocated to . were further reduced. The
world human rights situation remained alarming, and tnerefore, anyone who could
effectively contribute to the activities of the United Nations should spare no
effort to prevent the situation from worsening as a result of budgetary
constraints. It was worth noting that only 0.7 par cent of the Organization's
budget was earmarkea for the pr. otion and protection of human rights. Cutbacks in

those resources would ~»riousl, affect what had taken so much work . . accomplish in
the last few years.

The meeting rose at 5,50 p.m.




