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I. 1!~'l'RODUCTION

1. The Commission on Human Settlements was established purduant to General
Asuembly resolution 32/162 of 19 December 1977.

2. The report of the commission on the work of its ninth session is sUbmitted to
the General Assembly in accordance with secti~n 11, para~raph 6 of resolution
32/162.

3. The Commission consists of 58 members elected for a three-year term. 16 from
African States, 13 from A~ian states, 6 from Eastern European States, 10 from Latin
American States and 13 from Western European and oth~r Statea. At present, the
Commi8si~n is composed of the following membersl

Bangladesh**
Bolivia***
Botswana··
Bulgaria*
Burundi**
Canada***
Central African Republic*
Chile**
Congo**
cyprus"*
Denmark**
Dominican Republic***
Finland*
Francs***
Gabon*
German Democratic

Republic **
Germany, Federal

Republic of**
Ghana*
Gr.eece**

Guinea*
Haiti*
Honduras·
Hungary**­
India**
Indonesia*-·
Iraq*
Italy**·
Jamaica**
Japan*
Jordan**
Kenya*­
Lesotho**
Malawi-**
Malaysia***
Mexico**
Morocco***
Netherlands*··
Nicaragua*
Nigeria"*

Norway*·
pakistan·
pl"'lama··*
Philippines·
poland*··
Rwanda·
Spain*
Sri Lanka**
Swaziland**·
Sweden·**
Tunisia*·
Turkey·
Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic*·
Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics·
United Republic .,f

Tanzania*
United States of

America·
Venezuela*

There are currently two v.\lcancies.

• Term of office expires on 31 December 1985.

*. Term of office expires on 31 December 1987.

.** Term of office expires on 31 December 1988.

4. The ninth 3ession of the commission on Human Settlements was held at Istanbul
from 5 to 16 May 1986 at the invitation of the Government ?f Turkey, and in
accordance with section I of General Assembly resolution 31/140 of 17 December 1976.
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11. ORGANIZATION O~ THE 1ESSION

A. Opening of the session

5. The session was opened by Mr. Bruce Goldinq, Chairman of thlt commisRion at ittl
eighth session. A £umm~_y of his statement is given in annex V (A).

6. The inaugural address was given by the Prime Minister of Turkey,
Mr. Turgut ~zal. A summary of his address is reproduced in annex V (8). The
Executive Director of the united Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)
delivered a message from the Secretary-General marking the occasion, the text is
reproduced in annex IV. Mr. I. Safa Giray, Minister of public Works and
Settlement, Turkey, delivered a welcoming address on behalf of the host country. A
summary of his address i~ reproduced in annex V (C). The Prime Minister of
Sri L4nka, Mr. Ranas1nghe ~remadasa, delivered an address to the session. A
summary of his address appearA i~ annex V (D). The Executi~e Director of the
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) made a statement on an agenda
for the next decade. A summary of his ~~~tement appears in annex V (E). Pursuant
to General Assembly resolution 32/l62, t~e Executive Director of the United Nations
Environment Programme made a statement, ;s summary appears in annex V (F).

B. Attendance

7. The following States members of ';'1e Commil"sion were represented.

Bangladesh
Botswana
Bulgaria
8urundi
Canada
Chile
cyprus
Denmark
Finland
France
Gabon
German Democratic

Republic
Germany, Federal

Republic of
Greece

Haiti
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Iraq
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kenya
Lesotho
Malawi
Malaysia
Mexico
Morocco
Netherlands
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N1geria
Norway
pakistan
poland
Rwanda
Sri Lanka
Swaziland
Sweden
Turl1sia
'i'urkey
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist

Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics
United Repuo11c of Tanzania
United States of Amertca
Venezuela
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8. The following States not members of the r.ommission participated as observers.

Argentina
Australia
Austria
Belgium
Brazil
Brull..li Darussalam
cameroon
China
Czechoslovakia
Egypt

Iran (Islamic
Republic of)

Israel
Lebanon
LuxembOurg
Qatar
Republic of Korea
Romania
Saudi Arabia
Si",rra Leone
Sutan

Surinal1l8
Switzerland
Syrian Arab RepUblic
Ugand.
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe

9. The Holy See was represented by an o~serve[.

10. The united Nations Secretariat was represented by the following unit••

Department of Public Information
Economic Commission for Europe
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the pacific
Economio Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
Econom~c Commission for Africa
United Nations Centre for Regional Development

11. The following united Nations bodies were represented.

United Nations Environment Programme
united Nations Development Programme
Office of the United Nations High Commis~ioner for Refugees
united Nations Fund for ~pulation Activities

12. The United Nations Council for Namibia was represented.

13. The following specialized agencies were represented.

International tabour Organisation
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
World Health Organization
World Bank

14. The following intergovernmental organir.atione were represented.

African Development Bank
European Economic community
League of Arab States
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
Shelter-Afrique

15. The African National Congress, the Palestine Li~eration Organization and the
Pan Africanist Congress of Azania were also represented.

16. In addition, 13 non-governmental organizations weru present a8 ob.ervers.
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C. Election of officers

17. At the 1st plenary meeting, on 5 May, Mr. I. Safa Giray, Minister of public
Works and Settlements of Turkey, was elected chairman. The following other
officers )f the Bureau were electedl

Vice-Chairmen I Mr. K. Matiba (Kenya)
Mr. A. Lupina (Poland)
Mr. A. M. Choudhury (Bangladesh)

Rapporteur. Mr. P. ayarce (Chile)

D. Credentials

18. Under rule 11, paragraph 2 of the rules of procedure of the Commission, the
Bureau examines the credentials submitted by delegations and reports thereon to the
COlM i.Bsion •

19. Pursuant to the above-m~ntioned rule, the Burea', reported to the commission at
its 9th plenary meeting, on 16 May, that it had examined the credentials submitted
by delegations att~nding the ninth session of the Commission and had found them to
be in order. The Commission approv~d the report of the Bureau on credentials at
the same meeting.

E. Adoption of th~ agenda

~O. At its 1st plenary meeting, on ~ May, the Commission adopted the provisional
agenda for the ninth session, as contained in document HS/C/9/l, as follows.

1. Election of offi~~rs.

2. Credentials.

3. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.

4. Artivitiee of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat).

(a) Progress report of the Executive Director,

.~) Co-operation betw~en the Unitea Nations Centre for Human Settlements
(Habitat) and the United Nations Environment programme.

5. The role of community participation in human settlements work.

6. The small-scale production of building materials.

7. International Year of Shelter for the Homeless.

8. (a) Report on financial and other assistance provided to and among
developing countries on human settlements and on the human
settlements activities of the United Nations,
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(b) Progress reports on the implementation of the recommendations for
national action adopted by Habitat. United Nations COnference on
Human Settlements.

9. Matters arising out of the decisions of the major legislative organs of
the United Nations ind other intergovernmental bodies which are brought
to the attention of the commission.

10. Other matters.

11. Provisional agenda and other arrangements for the tenth session of the
Commission.

12. Adoption of the report.

F. Organization of work

21. At ita 1st plpnary meeting, on 5 May, the Commission established ;wo sessional
committees of the whole, and allocated agenda items to them as follows.

Committee I. agenda items 5 and 6,

Committee 11. agenda items 7 and 8 and that business under aqenda item 9
concerning cross-organizational programme analysis.

22. committee I held 13 meetings, from 6 to 16 May, and Committee 11 held
8 meetings, from 8 to 16 May. The recommendations of both Committees have been
incorporated into the present report.

G. Adoption of the report of the Commission

23. The present report was adop~ed by the commission at its 9th plenary meeting on
16 May 1986.
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TII. PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND OTHER ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE
TE~TH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION

24. At its 9th plenary meeting, on 16 May, the commission decided that its t~nth

session would be held from 6 to L6 April 1987 at the United Nations Office at
Gigiri, at Nairobi, Kenya.

25. At the same meeting, the Commission adopted the following provisional agenda
for its tenth sessionl

1. Election of officers.

2. Credentials.

3. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.

4. A new agenda for human settlementsl revi~~ of future perspectives, maior
human settlements trends up to the year 2000, national action ~nd

international co-operation in the field of t.uman settlements.

5. International Year of Shelter for the Homeless.

6. Activities of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (H~bitat) 1

progress report of th~ Executive Director.

7. Work programme of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements
(Habitat) for th~ biennium 1988-1989.

8. preparations for the medium-term plan for the period 1990-1995.

9. proposed budget of che United Nations Habitat and Human Settlements
Found~tion for the biennium 1988-1989.

10. Co-ordination matters 1

(al Co-operation between the United Nations Centre for Human Settlement~

(Habitat) and the United Nations Environment programme,

(b) co-operation with ~~encie8 and organizations within the United
Nations system,

(c) Matters arising out of the resolutions of the major legislative
organs of tne 1Jnited Nations and other intergovernmental bodies
which are brought to the attention of the Commission.

11. Themes for future sessions of the Commission.

12. Other matters.

13. provisional agenda and other arrangements for the eleventh session of the
commission.

14. Adoption of the report of the session.

15. Closure of the session.
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IV. CLOSUU OF THE SESSION

26. In hie closinq remarks, the Ex.outive Dir.otor of the United Nations C.ntr.
for Human S.ttl.mer.te (H&bitat) oongr.tulat.d the d.l.gat•• on th.ir .ffici.ncy in
d.aling with the .ub.tanti~. ieBue. of the •••• ion - the th._. papers and the
proqre•• r.port on the International Year ot Sh.lt.r for the 8Omel••• - and
.xpr••••d confidence that .uch a bu.in•••-lik. approach would .n.ur••ffectiv.
att.ntion for the v.ry h.avy workload of the t.nth ••••ion. On. of the ta.k. of
the t.nth ••••ion would be to ••tabli.h long-t.r. human ••ttl•••nt. per.pectiv•• to
gUide future progr..... , and h. urged d.legations to .ubmit id.a. befor.hand .0
th~t the ••~r.tariat could pr.par. a compr.h.n.iv. fr...work for di.ou••ion. H.
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ANNBX I

Resolutions and deci.ion adopted by the Ca.ai •• ion
at it. ninth ••••ion

Date of
adoption

A. Reeolution.

1. Resolution. r.quiring action by
the G.neral A••••bly

9/1

9/2

9/3

9/4

Tenth session of the Commission on Hu..n S.ttl•••nte

International Year of Shelt.r for the Hea.l•••

2. Other w:.aolution.!

Regional co-operation in hu~n ••ttl•••nt. and housing
in Latin America and the Caribbean

Establishment of a r~ional training c~ntr. for human
settlements activities

16 May 1986

16 May 1986

16 May 1986

16 May 1986

10

11

13

15

9/5 The work of the United Nation. Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat) between ••••ion. of the
Commission on Puman Settlements

9/6 Assistance to the Namibian people

9/7 Assistance to victims of aparth.id and coloniali.m
in southern Africa

9/8 The role of community participation in human
settlements work

9/9 Part~cipation of women in the .olution af human
settlements problems

9/10 The emall-scale production of building material.
and components

9/11 Activities for the International Year of Shelt.r for
the Homeless in the occupied Pale.tinian territori.s

9/12 International Year of Shelter for the Hea.l••• ,
quidelines for a selective approach

16 May 1986 15

16 May 1986 16

16 May 1986 17

16 May 1986 19

16 May 1986 20

16 May 1986 21

16 May 1986 24

16 May 1986 25

9/13 Relationship between the objectives and ta.k. cf the
International Year of Peac. and tho•• of the
International Year of Shelter for the Homel•••
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-- ~-----~~- ~~---------

9/14 Comprehensive policy review of operational activities
f·;)r development

9/15 Cross-organizational proqramme analysis

9/16 Venu~ of sessions of the Commission on Human
Set tlementa

B. Decision

Date of
adoption Pa9t!.

16 May 1986 27

16 May 1986 29

16 May 1986 30

9/17 Photoqraphic and documentary eXhihltiona on the occasio~

of the International Year of Shelter for the Homel.s.
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A. Resolutions

1. Resolutions requiring action by the General Assembly

9/1. Tenth session of the Commission on Human Settlements

The Commission on Human Settlements,

considering that its session in 1987, coinciding with the tenth anniversary
of the establishment of the Commission and its secretariat, the United Nations
Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat), and the observance of the lnternational
Year of Shelter for the Homeless, proclaimed by the General Assembly in its
resolution 37/221 of 20 December 1982, provides a unique occasion for the
international community to renew its dedication to the objective of shelter for all,

Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption 01: the followinq draft
resolution!

-The General Assembly,

-Recalling its resolution 3~/162 of 19 December 1977, by which it made
institutional nrrangements for international co-operation in the field of
human settlements, including the establishment of the Commission on Hlman
Settlements and the United Nations Centrb for Human Settlements (HabitAt), to
provide institutional focus to the activities of the United Nations system in
that field, as recommended by Habitat. United Nations Conference on Human
Settlements, held at vancouver, Canada, from 31 May to 11 June 19;6, !I

-Noting with utmost concern that, although some prO<]ress has been
achieved in that field in th~ past decade, the living conditions of the
majority of people in urban and rural slums and squatter settlements,
especially in developing countries, continue I'evertheless to deteriorate in
both relative and absolute terms,

-Recalling the important initiative taken by Membar St,. tes to reverse
that negative trend through the proclamation by the Assembly, in its
resolution 37/221 of 20 DeeeRluer 1982, of the year \987 at'I the International
year of Shelter for the Homeles8, with the aim of securing renewed political
commitment by the international community to the improvement of the s~elter

and neighbourhoods of the poor and disadvantaged,

-Taking note with appreciation of the fact that over one hundred and
thirty countries have responded positively to the International Year of
Shelter for the Homeless by establishing national focal points for the Yeat
and that over three hundred and sixty projects for improving the shelter and
neighbourhoods of the poor and disadvantaged have been ufficially designated
around the world in the context of the Year,

!I See Report of Habitatl United Nations Conference on Human Settlements,
Vancouver, 31 May-a June 1976 (united Nations pUblication, Sales No. E.76.IV.7),
chaps. 11 and Ill.
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"Recalling that, in its resolution 37/221, it designated the commission
on Human Settlements, in the framework of its regular sessions, to act as the
United Nations intergovernmental body responsible fJr organizing the
International Year of Shelter for the Homeless, and noting that 1987 will mark
not only the obserVAnce of the Year but also the tenth anniversary of the
estaolishment of the commission,

"Convinced thlat the tenth session of the COl1ln.ts&ion, commemorating its
tenth anniversary and coinciding with the International Year of Shelter for
the Homeless, provides therefore a timely and unique opportunity for the
international COIn/DImity to assess the results of the efforts (;f the past
decade, including the results of the many programmes and projects around the
world identified as demonstration projects for the year and, on the basis of
such assessment, decide on new ditectione and approaches for national policies
and strategies that will bt:ing closer the objective of shelter for all by the
year 2000,

"RecogniZing that univeraal participation by States in the commemorative
s«"'ision of the Commission will greatly enhance the significance and usefulness
of the deliberations and conclusions of that ges~ion,

"1. Appeals to all Member Statea of the Unitad Nations or of the
specialized agencies, including th International Atomic Energy Agency, to
participate ~t the highest possible level in the tenth session of the
Commission, ~ommemorating its tenth anniversary, in order to highlight the
significance of that session and the critical importance of the programme of
the International Year of Shelcer for the 1I0m~less,

"2. Decidss that for th~ duration of the tenth session no distinction
shall be drawn in the application of the rules of procedure between State8
members of the Commission and other participating States and for that purpose
suspends for the duration of the session the operatio~ of rule 56 of the
Commission's rules of procedure."

9th plenary meeting
16 May 1986

9/2. International Year of Shelter for the Homeless

The Commission on Human Settl~mants,

Bearing in mind General ;'sstlmbly resolution 37/221 of 20 December 1982, in
which the Assembly proclaimed the year 1987 International Year of Shelter for the
Homeless and designated the Commission on Human Settlements to act as the United
Nations intergovernmental body responsible for org"nizing the Year r

Recalling ite resolutions 0/1 of 5 May 1983, 7/1 of lr May 1984 and 8/2 of
10 May 1985 and the resolution of the Economic and Social Commission for ~sia and
the Pacific of 2 May 1986 on the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless, ~

21 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1986, Supplement
No. 11 (E/1986/32).
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ReCognizing the need for maximum participation by all countries in the
programme of activiLies of the InternaticJnlll Year of Shelter for the Homeless if
the objectives of the year are to be realizad,

!

1. Recommends to the General Assembl~· the adoption at its forty-first
session of the follol1ing draft resollltiona

"The General Assembly,

"Recalling its resolution 37/221 of 20 December 1982, in which it
procla\med the year 1987 Interna~ional Year of Shelter for the Homeless,

"Noting with satisfaction that more than one hundred and thirty countries
and many key united Nations agencies and intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations are taking part in the programme for the Year
and have designated more than three h~ndred and sixty projects for it,

"Noting also that a large number of States have participated in the
regional and subregional meetings for the Year, many at the m\nisterial level,
whic~l have resulted in constructiv~ cecommendations and commitments for
renewed national action,

"Expressing its appreciation to thoee countries which have made or
pledged voluntary contributions to the International Ysar of Shelter for th~

Homeless,

"Recognizing that the proviBion vf adequat~ shelter is essential for the
promotion and achievement of national economic and social development and
human health,

"Recognizing also that in order for Governments to adJre8~ realistically
the needs of the poor and disadvantageo. it is necessary to frame shelter
policies that can mobilize all possible resources and policy instruments to
meet the objectives of the Year,

"Recognizing further that the International Year of Shelter for the
;{ollleless provides an excellent opportunity for the United Nations and other
international age~cies to review their contributions to solving the problem of
shelter for the homeless and for bilateral aid agencies and multilateral
financial institutions to evaluate th~ir role in this sector,

"Recalling resolution 7/9 of 10 May 1984 of the Commission on Human
Settlements and the information strategy for the Year which had ~een submitted
to the Commission at its eighth session, £/

"1. Endorses the report of the w~ecutive Director of the United Nations
Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) on the International Year of ~helter

for the Homeless and the Plan of Action for 1986-1987. ~

£/ HS/C/8/4/Add.l •

.v HS/C/9/6.
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"2. Urges Governments to demonstrate renewed political commitment to the
shelter needs of the poor and disadvantaged by taking significant measures
before 1987, including providing access to land and ensuring security of
tenure in squatter settlements, adapting codes and regul~tlon~ to the needs of
the people, facilitating community participation, improving access to credit
and loans and promoting local and affordable building materials,

"3. Also urges Governments,

"(a) TO prepare or review shelter strategies, taking into consideration
the options s~t out in the documentation for the Year,

"(b) To prepare a programme to implement projects geared to their chosen
shelter strategies,

"4. Requests Governments to submit detailed reports on their activities
in the Year to the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)
before 31 OCtober 198~, giving special attention to measures that will improve
the shelter and neighbourhoods of some of the poor and disadvantaged during
1987 and to their strategies to improve the shelter and neighbourh·~s of the
poor by the year 2000,

"5. Requests all Governments, bilateral and multilateral aid agencies
and financial institutions to review their policies and raise the priority of
shelter and settlements improvement programmes,

"6. Appeals to all Governments to make or increase voluntary
contributions to the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless, and to
all other international agencies ·and financial institutions to provide
effective financial and other support to the programme of the Year,

"7. Decides to devote at least two plenary meetings at its forty-second
session, in 1987, to issues related to shelter, in observanc~ of the
International Year of Shelter for the Homeless."

9th plena.y meeting
16 May 1986

2. Other resolutions

9/3. Regional co-operation in human settlements and housing
in Latin America and the Caribbean

The Commission on Human Settlements,

Recallin9 its resolutions 8/7, 8/10 and 8/16 of 8 May 1985,

Reaffirming Economic and Social Council resolution 1984/57 of 26 July 1984, in
which the Council urged the Commission on Human Settlements to take into account
technical co-operation among developing countries in the impl~mentation of its
programmes,
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Also recalling that in the same resolution, the Economic and Social Council
recognized that, in the implementation of strategies, programmes and pro~ects for
the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless, complete use of all bilateral
and multilateral co-operation between agencies and governmental and
non-governmental international organizations should be made,

Renewing the commitment of the Latin American and Caribbean region to the
activities of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) on the
occasion of the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless, as formulated at
the Regional Conference on Housing and Development, held at Bogota from 27 to
31 ~anuary 1986,

Recoqnizing the achievements secured in the past year with the aim of
enhancin9 joint activities and projects with regional and subregional organizations
in Latin America and the Caribbean, and noting with satisfaction efforts designed
to develop further the process of co-operation in that area,

1. Recommends to the Execut4~e Director of the United Nations centre for
Human Settlements (Habitat) that, [or the purpose of planning and implementing
international and regional co-operation act~vities, he should study and consider
the possibility of unifying the representation of the Centre in Latin America and
the caribbean in the search for greater ~dministrative, technical and operational
efficiency, involving no additional inputs but rather the more effective use ~f

available resources,

2. Invites the Latin American Organization for Housing and Development ~f

Human Settlements and the permanent Committee on Housing and Urban Development for
Central America and Panama to participate in the implementation of the programmes
for the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless and to co-opeL4te with the
Commission on Human Settlements for that purpose,

3. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat) to seek the most appropriate manner of making uso of national
currencies and contributions in kind in its priority assistance programmes within
the framework of technical co-operation amon~ developing countries,

4. Reiterates its appeal to Governments that they should, as far as possible
and bearing in mind the constraints imposed by the critical economic situation
arising from the external debt affecting the region, strengthen machinery set up to
make use of national currencies and contributions in kind in regional, sUbregional
and national priority programmes,

5. Further requests the Executive Director of the United Netions Centre for
Human Settlements (Habitat) to consider as a matter of priority, when it is
relevant, ~he incorporation of activities relating to the planning of human
settlements in areas prone to natural disaster in programmes of assistance to the
countries of the region.

9th plenary meeting
16 May 1986
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available resources,
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Human Settlements and the permanent Committee on Housing and Urban Development for
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for the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless and to co-opeL4te with the
Commission on Human Settlements for that purpose,
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9th plenary meeting
16 May 1986
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9/4. Establishment of a regional training centre for human
settlements activities

The Commission on Human Settlements,

Noting with satisfaction the efforts of the United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat) with regard to comprehensive training in the field of human
settlements,

Recalling its resolution 7/14 of 10 May 1984 on a systematic and comprehensive
approach to training for hUIRan settlements,

Appreciating the steps taken by the united Nations Centre for Human
Sett~.ements (Habitat) and its Executive Dir.ctor in ~rranging the course entitled
-Deaign and Execution of Urban projects for Arab States-, at Amman from 1 September
to 6 October 1985,

Noting the recommendation of the Arab Housing Ministers Council at its fourth
ses.ion, held in 1985 at Tunis, that a permanent traininq centre for human
settlements should be established at Amman for the benefit of Arab States,

Noting also the donations offered by the Government of Jordan for hosting and
financing such a centre,

1. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat) to accelerate and finalize the steps needed for establishing
a specialized regional training centre for human settlements activities at Amman,

2. Also requests the Executive Director to prepare a comprehensive programme
for training courses to be held at such a centre in the coming two years, in
co-operation with the ho~t Government,

3. Further requests the Executive Director to submit a full report about tt••
• t~~J taken and the aChievements concluded in that regard to the commi.sion .t it.
sesaion in 1989.

9th plenary meeting
16 May 198~

9/5. The work of the United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat) between ••••ion. of the
Commission on Human Settlements

Th~ COmmission on Human Settlements,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 40/202 B of 17 December 1985, on
changing the periodicity of the sessions of the Commission,

Reo~nizinq that the biennial cycle of sessions should not adversely affect
the qual ty of efforts to implement thl decisions of the commission,

1. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nation. Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat) to increase his efforts to provide member State. of the
Commission with information concerning implementation of it. deci.ions and of the
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programmes of the Centle, dnd for that pur~.e to develop a mechani.m that will
ensure the efficient implementation of plan. adopted by the CcmI\Iission for bhnnial
and longer periods, and to .ubmit propo.al. in that regard for approval by the
participants at its next session,

2. Recommends to the regional economic commi••ion. of the united Nations
that they should intensify their activit~e. regarding human .ettlements,
particularly in order to provide a••istance to Stat•• in their regions in
implementing the recommendation. of the commi•• ion on auman Settlements,

3. Recommends to the mem~7 State. of the eo-mi•• ion that they .hould meet
on an in(ormal and temporary basis between ••••ion. ~o analy.~ ogr.ss in the
implementation of the deci.ion. of the commi•• ion and the act~ Jitie. of the United
Nations Centre for Human Settlement. (Habitat).

9th plenary meeting
16 May 1986

9/6. A.si.tance to the Namibian people

The Qommtssion on Human Settlement.,

~~ its resolution 8/6 of. 8 May 1985 on as.i.tance to diaplaced
Namibians in settlem~nts in neighbouring countrie.,

Regretting that in the past y.ar the human and ~litical condition of the
Namibian people has not undergon' any change for the better,

Bearing in mind the various relevant r ••olutions adopted by the Security
Council, particularly resolution 435 (1978),

~ of General As.embly resolutiun 36/80 or 9 Decemb.r 1981 and subsequent
aeoll.ltions Ilff1rming the (:o-operation between the United Nations and the

Organization of African Unity,

~lling also its resolution 8/18 of 8 May 1985, in which it strongly
condemned the Pretoria a2!rthei~ regime for it.. illegal occupation of Namibia and
for its continued forced removal of the African population from their homes,

Noting with gr~at cone.rn the unilateral actions taken by the racist r6gime of
South 1:.frica purporUng to create solution. to a problem that that r6gim8 refuses
to recognize and which are wholly out.id. the .pirit and the specific terms of the

1Security Council resolution 435 (1978),

I ~ncouraged by the resolve of the brave Namibian people in their struggle,
undaunted by tue violel'lt repression of the racist r~illl8 in South 'l,f!1ca,

i 1. Rejects as unacceptable an conde~ns stron91y any unilateral action by
! the racist r6gime of South Africa with regard to NaNibia outSide the terms ofISecurity Council resolution 415 (1978),

i, 2. Expresses J :s conc",tn that twenty yea.~. after the termination by the
; Gqneral ASP~mbly ot the mand&te of South Africa Dv.r Namibia, the commis. ion should!fl~d itself unable to invite Namibian repre••ntative. from & democratic and free
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N••ibia to it•••••10n. and to off.r it. A••i.tance and co-operation i~ the
dev.lopa.nt of hl1llan /l.tU•••nt. In lln ind.pend.nt Namibia,

3. Not.1l wU:h lati.faotion '.,b••ffort. aade lJO far by the Executiv. Dir.ctor
of the United"Nat1.onlfl centre for H..an S.ttl.m.nU (Habitat) to implement
re.olution 8/6 of 8 May 1985 of the oaaai•• ion for Human S.ttl....nts, and requests
that tho•••ffort~ ~ oo~tinued,

4. a.aftirUll" U. requ••t. to the EX.cutiv. Dir.ctor to enllure the
8tr.ngth.nillCJ and e"ll.no_aent of all for.. of a••lIItance, particularly scientific,
teohnical and financial, to H..ibian refug....ttlem.nts, .pecifically in regard to
en.uring an optimum lev.l Of .h.1t.r conditions in tho.e .ettlements,

s. !!qU••to t.he Ex.cutiv. Director to .ubmit a report on the work done with
reg2rd to a••i.tance to the Na.ibian people ~y the United Nations Centre for Human
Settl•••nt. (Habitat) to the Int.rnational COnf.reno. on Namibia, to be held in
July 1986 at vj~nna, and to the .pecial •••• ion of the General Assembly on the
que.tion of Namibia, to be held in S.pt.,.ber 1986,

6. Furth.r requ••t. the SX.outiv. Dir.ctor tr report on progress made in
regard to a.d.tane. to the N..ibian people to the commission on Human S.ttlem.nts
at its t.nth ••••ion.

9th plenary •••ting
16 May 1986

9/7. A••i.tancft to violi.. of apartheid and colonialism in
south.rn AfrIoa.

Th. C~i.!.!2!l.on Huaan S.tU••nt.,

Recalling General A....bly r.~lution 36/80 of 9 December 1981 on co-operation
between the Unit.d Hation. and the Organi.ation of African Unity,

Further recalling it. r.solution. 5/19 of 7 May 1982, 6/11 of 5 May 1983, 7/3
of 9 May 1984 and 8/18 of 8 May 1985,

Aware of the d.plorabl. oonditiono to which the aajoricy population is being
sUbj.~by the raoi.t aearth.id r~i_ in South Africa and in the internatjonal
territory of Naaibia, whioh the raoi.t r49i.e in question continues to occupy by
fore., in flagrant violation of s.veral Unit.d Nationa r.solutions,

Also aware of the continuous forced removal of the Africftn population from
th~ir hOlIeS by the aearth.id r49i.. ,

P'ul'th.r aware of the fact that: 1987 i. the International Year of Shelter for
the HoIIel••• and the t.n~h o~moration of the United Nations Commission on Human
S.ttl....nt.,

• Adopt.d by 41 vot•• to 1.
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Conc.rn.d .bOut the d.lay. in the .pprov.l of project propo••lw .ubmitt.d to
the united Nation. Developaent ¥rogr.... by the national liberation movements
recogni.ed by the Org.niz.tion of Afric.n Unity .nd the United N.tlon. r.l.ting to
human .ettl...nt.,

Furth.r concerned about the incr••••d r.pr•••i?n by the Pr.tori. ap.rth.id
r'gl.. of the Afric.n people of SOuth Africa and the people of the ~cupl.d ­
int.tnation.l t.rritory of Namibi. and .bOut the int.n.ified .gg~e••ion of the
.parth.id r49i...g.in.t the front-line Stat••,

1. Stron~ly cond••n. the pr.tori. ap.rth.id r49i.e for it. inh~.n

r.pr••• ion in SOuth Afric••nd it. ill.g.l occup.tion of N••ibi••• w.ll •• for ita
act. of aggre••ion and d••tabili.ation again.t the front-line and other
n.ighbOuring State.,

2. Furth.r .tr~ngly cond••n. the Pr.toria apartheid r'gi~. for it.
continuous foroed reDaval of the African popul.tion from th.ir ho..s,

3. Comm.nd. the Ex.cutive Director of the United Nations centre for Human
S.ttlement. (Habitat) for the .ffort...d~ ao far in impl.mantini re.olution 7/3 of
9 May 1984 of the ca.ai••ion on Human Settle••nt., a. de.cribed in hi. report to
the comai•• ion, !I

4. Further ca.a.nd. member Stat•• of the Org.nization of African Unity and
all oth.r .upporting ..mber. of the internation.l community for their unswerving
effort. in .upport of the struggle again.t aparth.id and colonialism in southern
Africa,

s. Reque.t. the Executive Director of the United Nationa Centre for Human
S.ttl.ment. (Habitat) to continu. and intensify his .fforts for the provi~ion at
increa.ed technical and other for•• of •••iatance to victi•• of apar~ .nd
colonialis., pursuant to Commi.sion r.aolution 7/3,

6. Also reque.t. the Bxecutiv. Director to facilitate, within .xisting
r.sourcea, participation by more than on. ob••rv.r of .ach n.tional libaratton
move.ent recogniz.d by the Organization of Afric.n Unity and the United Nations at
the t.nth •••• ion of the Commi••lon,

7. Further reque.ts the Bx.cutiv. Director to a.si.t the nation.l libecation
Davementa in the approval of th.ir human .ettlementa project propoaala in a
r.aaonabl. tim••

9th plenary m.eting
16 May 1986

!I HS/C/9/2/Add.3.
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9/8. The role of community participation in human
settlemants work

The Commission on Human Settlements,

Recalling the recommendations for national uction in public participation
adopted by Habitat. united Nations Conference on Human Settlements, !I

Further recalling its resolutions 7/7 of 10 May 1984 and 8/20 of 8 May 1985 on
the theme for the Commission at its ninth session,

Bearing in mind the importance ot community participation in the planning,
implembntation and management of human settlements,

1. Endorses the report of the Executive Director of the United Nations
Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) entitled "The role of community
participation in human settlements work", 91

2. Takes note of the experiences of the United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat) i~ the implementation of a community participation training
programme in support of urban low-income shelter development,

3. Requests the Executive Director to intensify his efforts to promote the
application of appropriate forms of community participation in human settlements
development proj~cts,

4. Also requests the Executive Director to take the following specific
measures with a view to enhancing the role of community participlltion in human
settlements work and management.

(a) Develop further the expertise of the Centre and increase its technical
~dpacity in dealing with the large variety of human settlements development
situations that r~quire effective community participation methods and techniques,

(b) Establish non-formal training guidelines in support of community-level
action which address the specific training requirements of community development
staff, community leaders and residents to co-operate effectively in human
settlements improvement programmes,

5. Urges GOvernments to focus increased attention on the self-help
capacities of urban and rural con~unities to deal adequately and on an incr~n.dntal

basis with their human settlements problems, with a view to establishing
appropriate mechanisms of support to those communities and improving their access
to resources, such as land, finance, local building materials and information,

!I See Report of Habitat. United Nations Conference on Human Settlements,
Vancouver, 31 May-ll June 1976 (United Nationa pUbii~ation, Sales No. E.76.IV.7),
chap. 11, sect. E.

91 HS/C/9/4 and Corr.l and Add.i.
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6. Also urges Governments to develop administrative structures, with special
emphasis on steps to strengthen local and sub-local gov~rnments through the
devoluti0n of administrative powers, ~nd to review the human settlements
legislative framework and planning and implementation procedures so as to make them
conducive to and promote communi~y participation and non-governmental action,

1. Calls upon donor countries and international agencies dealing with human
settlements assistance programmes in developing countries actively to link their
support for projects and programmes to a system of community participation and
action in the non-governmental sector as an inteqral part of olanning,
implementation and management,

8. calls upon Governments to encourage actively the establishment of
community organizations and support partnerships with non-government~l

organizations, voluntary agencies and community organizations workiog
constructively in the field of human settlements development, particul~rly

low-income shelter infrastructure, and services delivery,

9. Also calls upon Governments to establish appropriate training programmes
for communi~V participation in support of and in correspondence ~ith

community-lev~l action and needs,

10. Further calls upon Governments as well as donor countries, agencies ,~lnd

non-governmental organizations to apply professional information and communication
as an integral instrument for community participation,

11. Recommends that GOvernmen co-operate with and make use of the united
Nations Centre for Human Settlements (H~bitat) in implementing programmes "for
community participation, and further recommends that the Centre devise forms of
co-operation with the donor agencies to elaborate upon and improve training
programmes for community participation.

9th plenary meeting
16 May 1986

9/9. Participation of women in the solution of human
settlements problems

The Commission on Human Settlements,
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~ See Repolt of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women, Equality, Development and
p.,ace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations pUblication, Sales Nn, E.85.IV.IO),
chap. I, sect. A.
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Convinced that women and the organizations that represent them should play an
important role in the long process of development,

Recommends.

(a) The maintenance of ~ continuous evaluation of programmes that permit the
collection, analysis and use of specific statistics concerning the role of ~~men

and their participation in the conception, execution and maintenance of human
settlements,

(b) The adoption of all posaible measures to avoid the marginalization of
women with respect to the production and decision-making processes in society as
the rate of urbanization accelerates,

(c) That the necessary arrangements be made to enable women to combine
successfully tasks of income-generating work and family care and that that be given
high priority in projects of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements
(Habitat),'

(d) That regional or sUbregional seminars be organized, within the framework
of the preparations for the International Year of Shelt~r for the Homeless, in
order to exchange experiences on pilot projects and to define and evalu~te the role
of women and the organizations that represent them, in the ~onception, financing
and execution of such projects, such seminars to be f'Jnded from specific resources
made available by Governments and organizations in a position to do so,

(e) The integration of relev~nt sections of the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women into the policy and work programme of the
United Nations Centre for Human Sett16ments (Habitat).

9th plenary meeting
16 May 1986

9/10. The small-scale production of building materials
and components

The Commission on Human Settlements,

Recalling its res lution 4/13 of 6 May 1981 on the role and contribution of
the construction indvstry in human settlements programmes and national economic and
social development,

Furthp.r recalling its decision 8/26 of 10 May 19a~ on themes for future
sessions,

Bearing in mind the significant contribution the construction industry can
make to the overall development of the economies of the developing countries,

!urther bearing in minq the crucial role of an improved supply of bUilding
materials in many developing countries for the improvement of the housing situation
of the disadvantaged and the poor,

Conscious that small-scale production of building materials and components
based on local demand and resources has considerable advantages as it can bring
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..............--~........---_...--~---
about substantial economic mUltiplier effects through its employment generation and
low import content and minimizes the need for transport,

A~so conscious of the importance of combining increased production of building
materials with protection of natural resources - in particular, wood, Which can be
useri both itS It building material and as fuel for the production of other building
materials,

1. Endorses the reports of the Executive Director of the United Nations
Centre for- Ht'man Settlements (Habitat) on the small-scale production of building
materials, .!/

2. Requests the Executive Director to continue and 1evelop his efforts in
reseltrch - especiltlly the application, promotion and demonstration of research
findings in the field of small-scale production of building materi~ls Itnd
components " in co-operation with other relevant organs, organizations and agencies
of the United Nations system, national Governments, non-governmental organizations
and the non-governmental sector, and to play a co-ordinating role in internationltl
work in that field,

3. Further requests the Executive Director to assist national Governments to
increase the production of indigenous low-cost building materials by the
small-scale sector, and in particular I

(a) To improve the capabilities of the United Nations Centre for Human
Sett ements (Habitat) to provide information exchange on production technologies
for small-scale building materials through a network of governmental agencies and
research organizations,

(b) To enhance the promotion of specific production technologies through
workshops and similar informal training mechanisms,

(c) To assist in adapting national and local build\ng codes and regulations
to the specific needs of each country, including the need for greater use of
appropriate indigenous building materials,

4. Urges Governments to formulate standards, specifications and appropriate
testing methods for materials predominantly produced in the small-scale sector,
seeking in that endeavour support from the international community and
organizations such as the International Organization for Standardization, and also
to conside~ other measures for promoting small-scale building materials units, such
as facilitating access to raw materials, providing mechanisms for the flow of
credit and capital, and enhancing informatioll dissemination on suitable production
technologies,

5. Also urges Governments to review their industrial policies and programmes
for the production of building materials and componentti to favour small-scale
production and, when so doing, to take into account local conditions, such as the
scale and nature of demand, deposits of raw materials and infrastructure available
for transport,

!I HS!C!9!5 and Add.l.
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-...
6. Purther urie. Government. to .upport l •••arch on and deuelopment of the

adaptation of exi.ting material. ba.ed on indigenous raw material••uitable for
amall-.cale and local production and u.e, aa well a. the aearch for new materlals,

7. Calls upon Governaenta to review their taxation policy, particularly for
amall-.calp production unita, and to change provi.iona which may be particularly
burdensome for pr?ducers of amall-scale building mat~rials,

8. Urie. Governmenta to take .uch .ea.ure. ~s may be nece3aary to secure an
appropriate di.tribution and transport network from the producers ot amall-acale
building materiala to the uaera,

9. Purther urgea Governmenta to promote the expanaion ot the amall-acale
building materiala .ector through wide-.cale adoption at indigenoua building
materiala in government-spon80red projects, bearing 1n mind the role of government
a. the .ingle large.t client of the building in~ustry and the need to conserve
torei~n exchange re.erv.a by pursuing policies or import sUb.titution of bUilding
uterials,

10. Invites international and regio~.l agenciea dealing with conatruction in
developing countries to pay attention to the special n.eds for strengthening the
amall-scale building materials sector h1 transter of technical and management
akilla and experience,

11. Call. on donor agencies and oountr'~s aa well aa international financing
institutions to support the ettort. ot developing countriea in promoting
amall-scale production unit. with as~i.tance in intormation tlow and technologies,
trainin9 of requisite manpower, and demonstration project., a. well as by
supporting uae of indigenoua material. in projects that they support or finance,

12. Call. on relevant COvernmenta and int~rnational organizations to promote
the necessary increa.e of wood production, taking into account the ditferent
envirQnmental contexts, to improve th~ supply of wood for energy production and of
timber for construction, in accordance with the Tropical Forestry Action Plan,
carried out under the co-ordination of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nationa, .v

13. Calls on Governments to ensure the rational utilization of natural
resource. tor the production of building materiala in an economically sound and
efficient manner,

14. Requests the Executive Director ot the ('nHad Nation. Centre for Human
Settlementa (Habitat) to report On the activities in compliance with the present
resolution to the Commiss~on at its .ea.ion in 1989.

9th plenary session
16 May 1986

11 See Committee on Forest Development in the Tropics, Tropical Forestry
Action Plan (Rome, ~00d and Agriculture organization of the United Nations, 1985).

-23-

-...
6. Purther urie. Government. to .upport l •••arch on and deuelopment of the

adaptation of exi.ting material. ba.ed on indigenous raw material••uitable for
amall-.cale and local production and u.e, aa well a. the aearch for new materlals,

7. Calls upon Governaenta to review their taxation policy, particularly for
amall-.calp production unita, and to change provi.iona which may be particularly
burdensome for pr?ducers of amall-scale building mat~rials,

8. Urie. Governmenta to take .uch .ea.ure. ~s may be nece3aary to secure an
appropriate di.tribution and transport network from the producers ot amall-acale
building materiala to the uaera,

9. Purther urgea Governmenta to promote the expanaion ot the amall-acale
building materiala .ector through wide-.cale adoption at indigenoua building
materiala in government-spon80red projects, bearing 1n mind the role of government
a. the .ingle large.t client of the building in~ustry and the need to conserve
torei~n exchange re.erv.a by pursuing policies or import sUb.titution of bUilding
uterials,

10. Invites international and regio~.l agenciea dealing with conatruction in
developing countries to pay attention to the special n.eds for strengthening the
amall-scale building materials sector h1 transter of technical and management
akilla and experience,

11. Call. on donor agencies and oountr'~s aa well aa international financing
institutions to support the ettort. ot developing countriea in promoting
amall-scale production unit. with as~i.tance in intormation tlow and technologies,
trainin9 of requisite manpower, and demonstration project., a. well as by
supporting uae of indigenoua material. in projects that they support or finance,

12. Call. on relevant COvernmenta and int~rnational organizations to promote
the necessary increa.e of wood production, taking into account the ditferent
envirQnmental contexts, to improve th~ supply of wood for energy production and of
timber for construction, in accordance with the Tropical Forestry Action Plan,
carried out under the co-ordination of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nationa, .v

13. Calls on Governments to ensure the rational utilization of natural
resource. tor the production of building materiala in an economically sound and
efficient manner,

14. Requests the Executive Director ot the ('nHad Nation. Centre for Human
Settlementa (Habitat) to report On the activities in compliance with the present
resolution to the Commiss~on at its .ea.ion in 1989.

9th plenary session
16 May 1986

11 See Committee on Forest Development in the Tropics, Tropical Forestry
Action Plan (Rome, ~00d and Agriculture organization of the United Nations, 1985).

-23-



9/11. Activities for tbe International year of Sbelter for the
Homeless in the occupied palestinian territorie~*

Tbe Commission on Human Settlements,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 40/170 of 17 December 1985 On assistance
to tbe palestinian people,

Recalling also its resolutions 7/8 o! 10 May 1984 and 8/~ of 8 May 1985 on
activities for the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless in the occupied
Palestinian territories,

Takin~ note with appreciation of tbe report of the Executive Director of the
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) on activities for the
International Year of Shelter for the Homeless in the occupied Palestinian
territories, !I

~ling Security Council resolution 465 (1980: l~ which the Israeli
settlement policies were considered illegal and a serious obstacle to pea~d,

Noting with grave concern the continuation of the Israeli settlement policies
in the occupied Palestinian territories,

1. Strongly deplores tbe settlement policies of tt~ Israeli occupation
authorities in the occupied palestinian territories,

2. calls for an immediate halt to the establishment of new Israeli
settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories and for the dismantling of
existing ones,

3. Strongly opposes the demolition &nd sealing off of palastinian houses by
the Iaraeli occupation authorities,

4. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nation£ Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat) to take the necessary actions for implementing the pro2Osa19
contained in his report, !I

5. Invites the Executive Director to seek the assistance of the
international community and relevant united Nations bodies and organizations in the
implementation of the proposals contained in his report, !I

6. Requests the Executive Director to continue his efforts for the provision
of assistance to the palestinian people in co-operation with the ~alestine

Liberation Organization,

. 7. Also re~ests the Executive Director to prepare a comprehensive study on
the institutions and instruments needed tor ~inancing and implementing a housing
programme in the occupied Palestinian territories and to submit it to the
commission on Human Settlements at its tenth session,

* Adopted by 38 votes to 1, with 4 abstentions.

!I HS/C/9/6/Add.4.
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8. Further request. the Executive Director to report to the ca.ai••ion on
Human Settlements at it. tenth session on the progre•• made in the i~pl...ntation
of this resolution.

9th pl.nary ••••ion
16 May 1986

9/12. International Year of Shelter for the Homeles., guideline.
for a selectIve approaCh

The Commission on Human Settlements,

Taking note with satisfaction of the impetus shown by the number of official
national focal points and demonstration projects for the Int.rnational Year of
Shelter for the Homeless,

Recallin~ its resolutions 6/1 of 5 May 1983, 7/1 of 10 May 1984, and 8/2 of
10 May 1985 on the Internation3l Year of Shelter for the Homeles8,

Recognizing the unique opportunity that the Year offers for new strategies and
policies to provide and improve the shelter and neighbourhood. of the poor and
disadvantaged,

Takin9 into account the importance of producing ·policy option· papers, as
mentioned in the report of the Executive Director of the United Nations Centre for
Human Settlements (Habitat), !I

Recalling also its resolution 7/9 of 10 May 1984 on a .ys~e.atic and
comprehensive approach to information for human settlements,

1. Urges the Executive Director cf the United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat) to select a limited number of projects for the International
Year of Shelter for the Homeless that are characterized by their out.tanding
innovative a.pects,

2. ~180 urges the Executive Director to evaluate that limited number of
projecta and their outputs,

3. Invites the Executive Director to disseminate internationally the
evaluation of those selected, innovative projects on the basis of a sound
information strategy/plan,

4. ~180 invites the Executive Director to take into consideration the
importance of training, infor~tion and communication policies as integral
components of project planning and implementation,

5, Requests the Executive Director to report to the Commission at it. tenth
session on a selected number of demonstrfttion projects with an outstanding
innovative character as guidance for the future work programme, medium-term plan
and activities of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlemen~s (Habitat),

11 HS/C/9/6/Add.3.
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6. £!!!~ the Executive Director to update some of the documents on the
epecial themes adopted by the Commission on Hu.un S.ttlements since 1979, o~ the
basie of the experience gained during the Year, and to present those updated
documents to the Commission at its eleventh session,

7. Invites the Bxecutive Director to consi~er, within existinq resourcea,
organi.ational meaaurea to safeguard the achievements reached during the Year and
to ensure the integration of those achievements into the existing training and
information, re..arch and development, and technical co-operation sections of the
Dntted Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitatl.

9th plenary meeting
16 May 1986

9/13. Relationship between the objectives and tasks of
the International Year of Peace and those of the
International Year of Shelter for the Homeless

The Commission on Human Settlements,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 37/16 of 16 November 1982 and 40/3 of
24 October 1985, in which the year 1986 waa officially proclaimed the International
Ye.r of Peace,

Further rec.lling General Assembly resolution 37/221 of 20 December 1982, in
which the ye.r 1987 was procl.imed International Year of Shelter for the Homeless,

Be.ring in mind its resolution 8/11 of 8 May 1985, entitled ·Contribution of
the Commission on Human Settlements to the International Ye.r of Pe~cA·.

Emph.sizing that alleviation of the urgent economic problems of the developing
countries .nd elimination of the gap in the levels of economic development .re
major f.ctors of international economic stability and a better political climate,

Convinced that peace and development will promote effective economic and
social development of all States, including the solution of housing problems,
particularly those of developing countries, and that there 's a relationship
bet~.en the Objectives and tasks of the International Year of Shelter for. the
Homeless and those of the International Year of Peace,

AlBO convinced that improvement of the international political climate and the
strengthening of peace is important to the solution of the most acute current
ec~nomtc problems, including the housing problem,

. 1. Stresses that a prerequisite for the successful implementatin of the
progr....s of the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless is the maintenance
and strengthening of peace, including effective measures to curb the arms race,
which will make it possible to assign greater resources to improving hum~n lives
and BOlving global problema that affect the fate of civilization aB a whole,

2. Notes with satisfacl;ion the contribution made by the Commission to the
achievement of the goals of the International Year of Peace, as well aB the work of
the Executive Director of the United Nations Commission on Human Settlements
(Habitatl in preparing the report entitled "Huma~ settlements: peace, economic and
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the Executive Director of the United Nations Commission on Human Settlements
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social stability and development" ~ for submission to th~ Secretary-General for
his report to the General Assembly at its forty-firat session,

3. Recog~ the importance of continuing the work of the C~ia8ion and
the united Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) in strengthening that
contribution to peace and developmellt, aa an essential pre-condition for achieving
the goals of the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless,

4. Considers it essential that, at the tenth session of the Commission on
Human Settlements, in 1981, due attention should be given to reviewing progress in
implementing the programmes of the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless
as they interrelate with the objectives and tasks of the International Year of
Peace,

5. Requests the Executive Director to highlight the report on human
settlements, peace, economic and social stability and development ~/ in his
&tatement to the General Assembly at its forty-first session.

9th plenary meeting
16 May 1986

9/14. comprehensive poliCY review of operational activities
for development

The Commission on Human Settle~nts,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 38/171 of 19 December 1983 on
operational activities for development, and, in particular, General Assembly
resolution 40/211 of 17 December 1985, in which the Assembly requested
intergovernmental bodies to provide the Economic and Social Council with their
views on sYLtem-wide policy issues affecting operational activities for development,

Bearin9 in mind the Commission's mandate under General Assembly
resolution 32/162 of 19 December 1917 as the intergovernmental body with specific
responsibility for providing policy guidance and co-ordinating the activities of
the united Nations system in the field of human settlemonts,

ReCognizing that operational activities for development provide invaluable
support to developing countries in the formulation and implementation of human
settle~ents pr09ra~mes as an integral part of overall economic and .ocial
development,

~aving reviewed the system-wide policy issues aff~cting operational activities
for development, as identified in General Assembly resolutions 38/171, and 40/211,

1. AdQPts the statement on policy issues affecting operational activities
for development annexed to the present resolution,

~ HS/C/9/9/Add.2, annex.
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2. Requeste the F.xecutive Director of the United Nations Centre for Human

S~ttlements (Habitat) to transmit the present resolution, together with the annex,
to the Economic aod Social Council at its second regular session of 1986, as the
..:ontribution of the Commission to the comprhensive policy rev'ew of operational
activities for development to be carried out by the Council at that session.

ANNEX

Statement on policy issues affecting operational activities
for development

1. The Commissioq recoynizes the importance of making greater use of the
capacities of developing countries in the implementation of human settlement
programmes and projects through the engagement of national experts, the utilization
of local. sources for procurement of mat.erial, equipment and services, and suppor.t
for technical co-o[~ration among developing countries. The main ve~icles for ~he

successful use an~ application of these concepts are the political will and
structures established by and among the ~'veloping countries themselves. The
united Nations system should continu~ to play and end~avour to strengthen its role
as promoter and facilitator, in particular through the structure of the United
Nattons oevelopment Programme and its catalytic efforts.

2. The country level is the most appropriate level on which to solve
co-ordination problems and guarante~ an integrated approach to development. United
Nations resident co-ordinatorD, backed by appropriate co-ordinating machinery,
especially at the plannil~ stage, and having the requisite authority - that is,
equally repregenting and communicating with all concerned United Nations
organir.ations and -ectoral agencies - can go a long way towards harhonizing th~

system's operational acti~ities for development and further enhancing its
re3ponsiveness to changing requirements fo! technical co-operation. T~e Commission
r~cogni:L's the need for a better match and co-ordination between t"e assistance
rendered by the system and the significantly greater flow of bilateral aid
resources. Blla:::erdl donors should mAke full Ube of the co-ordin1tior. mechanisms
established by the United Nations at the country level and increase the
effectiveness of their Aid through involving and using the expertise of United
Nations organizations, such as the United Nations C&ntre for Human Settlements
(Habitat), in the application of their development assistance resources.

3. One futur~ challenge to whi~~ the op~~~tional action or the ~nited Nations
system will have to re3pond is the rapi~ urbanization prccess an. 1 the emerging
problems of managing large urban c~ncentrations in many cleveloping countries, and
the und·rlying migratory and demographic pressure9.

4. Human settlements issues are cross-sectoral in naturt!, involving physi~al,

economic and £ocial infrastructure. Urban and regional development planning
management projects have multisectoral implications which help to create e_fective
co-ordination and interaction .,ong the concerned sectoral agencies of Governments,
and thus help to strengthen a Governl~nt's co-ordination capacity. Assistance in
the field of training an~ institution-buil~ing is also an essential means to help
improve and enhance a cvuntry's co-ordination capacity.

5. More emphasis should also be placed on the role of women, especially in the
humAn settlements sector, sincw it is mainly women who are responsible for manpging
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the houpeo'lld and •..ho bear the brunt of the effect of the lack of basic amenities.
Operational activities, by recognizing the special needs at women, can be used to
train them "to improve opportuniU,es for them to participate in human
s'1ttlemer Jvelopment.

9th plenary meeting
16 May_1986

9/15. Cross-vL'lanizationa1 programme allalys18

The Commission on Human Settlements,

ae~alling its r~solutions 8/17 of 8 May 1985. on cr~~s-organizational

programme ~nalysis, and 8/13 of 8 May 1985, on co-ordination of human settlements
pr~rammes within the United Nations system,

Noting the conceLn of the Committee for programme and Co-ordination on the
need for improved co-ordination and priority-setting in the policies and programmes
of the united Nations system in the field of human settlements,

Recalling that, at its annual sessions, it reviews the status of co-operation
and co-ordination between t he United Nations C'lnt '''! for Human Settlements (Habita,.)
~nd other United Nations agencies and organizatio, • as outlined in the Leports of
~he Exec'ltive Director of the CEI'ntre on those itemd, as a basis for its guidance of
the future work and activities of the Centre and the setting of relative priorities
to be attached to them.

welcomi~ the progress made in co-ordina~ion and co-operation between the
Centre and othtlL United Nat mEl agencies anrj organizations - in particular, within
the context of th ~repara ,',\Jns for the International Year of lter for the
Homeless,

~~with aatisfacl:.io.1 the valuable inform~t1on contained in the repon, of
t .•e r.xeclltive Director on f.'.nancial and other 6ssistance provided to and amon~

developing countries on human settlnments and on the human settlements activities
of the united Nations system, ~ as a basis for further co-ordination and
opt.imalization of the use of resources,

Recalling its specific request, in its resolution 8/17, to the Executive
Director to provide the Commission at its tenth session with a comprehensive study
of the activitip.s il. the field of human settl.~ments and the relative priorities
attached to them by the United Nations system, indicating possible areas for
co-ordination,

Bearing in mind that the afo,~ementioned study w:lll be carried out as part of,
and fully utilizing the existing meChanisMs of prior cOllsultation lOL, the
preparat~on for the 1990-1995 medium-term plan,

!y HS/C/9/7.
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1. Decides that the comprehensive study requested ~.n its resolution 8/17

should include an allalysis of the problems encouiltered and solutions reached or
proposed by the United Nations Centre tor Human Settlements (Habitat) in
discharging its mandate to assist the commission in co-ordinating human settlements
activitiey in the United Nations system, to keep them under review and aesess their
effect' "eness,

2. Urges all relevant United Nation& agencies and organizations to
co-operate fully with and provide the Centre with tile necessary info mation
pertaining to the study,

3. Reconflrms its conviction that only a full and equal membership in the
Administrative com.n1ttee on Co-ordination will enable the Centre to discharge fully
its co-ordinating mand~te on issues concerning human s~ttlements, as contained in
General Assembly resolution 32/162 of 19 December 1977,

4. ~aquests the Chairm,n of the commission to transmit the text of the
present resolution to the Chairman of the Committee foe programme and Co-ordination
at its twenty-sixth sesaion, and decides to reve(t to the issue regarding the
foll~w-up ot the cross-organizational programme analysis of activities concerning
human settlements at its t"nth session.

9tn plenary meeting
16 May 1986

9/16. Venue of sessions of the Commission on Human Settlements

The Commission on Human 3ettlements,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 31/140, section I, of 17 December 1976
and 40/243, section I, of 18 December 1985,

~ that rule 3 of the rules of procedure of the Commission on Human
Settlements provides that sessions of the Commisslon shall normally be held at the
headquarters of the Uniteu Nations Centre for Huma" Settlements (Habitat) at
Nairobi unless otherwise decided by the C(,umission at a previous cession,

Noting with satisfaction that the commission sessions have now been held in
practically all regions, thus providing adequate opportunity for member States of
the commission to familiarize themselves with the state of human set~lements in
thoee regions,

Recognizing that, no~withstanding the aforesaid beneficial effects of that
r~tation, the majority of permanent representatives to the United Nations Contre
for Huma~ Settlements (Habitat), who are their Governmenta' focal points for human
settlements and have close consultations with the centre, have found it difficult
to attend these sessions outside their duty station at Nairobi,

Taking into account that hvlding sel ;Lons outside of the headquarte'." of. the
Centre places an extra burt'len on the secretariat, as staff and equipmElnt ha'e to be
moved to the host country Quring such sEssions,

Recalling that the United Nations has made a substantial investment in
erecting the ~ermanent headquart~'d of the Centre and the united Nations
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Environment Proqran~e, which are fully ~quipP6d with all the necessary facilities
to service their sessions,

Expr.8~e8 the opinion that regular 8e8sions of the Commission on Htman
Settlements should preferably be held at the headquarters of the United Nation.
Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) at Nairobi.

9th pl.n~ry ...tinQ
16 May 1986

B. Decision

9/17. Photographic and documentary exhibitions on the occa.ion
of the International Year of Shelter for the Homel•••

At its 9th plehary meeting on 16 May, the Commission on Human Settl•••nt.
adopted the foll~wing decision.

The commission on Human Settlements, being of the opinion, a. the
intergovernmental body designated by the General Assembly to organi.e the
International Year of Shelter for the Homeless, that photog(aphic and
documentary exhibits relevant to activities for the year wowld facilitate it.
con.ideration of the item, decided that such photographic and documentary
eXhibits relevant to the activities of the International ye~r of Sh.1t.r for
the Homeless might be mounted at its seS8~,on in 1987, in addition to tho••
mounted by Stat~ delegations and by deleqations repr.senting organi.ation. and
national liberation movements participating in the .es8ion under rul•• 59
and 60 respectively of the Commission's rules of procedure.
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t\NNEX III

List of audio-visual presentations

Country

Theme I - Community participation

Language Duration
(minutes)

Cameroon

France

France

Gabon

Hungary

Malaysia

Republic of Korea

Sri Lanka

'turkey

UNCHS/Sri Lanka

UNCHS/World Bank

Zimbabwe

Le nouvel habit~t

Enquete Bur le logement

Pour un syndicalisme de l'Habitat

Establissements humains et
participation communautaire

Community participation

TOgether we serve

Saemaul Undong

Unity for shelter

Towards urban co-operatives

Participation, not paternalism

people and problems

Community participation in housing

French

French

Franch

French

English

English

English

English

En9lish

English

English

English

17

18

"1.7

20

18

12

20

10

16

14

28

20

Theme 11 - Building materials

France

Hungary

Jordan

United States

Ciudadela Tumaco

Small-scale building materials

Building system No. 5

Casas de 10 neustro

French

English

Arabic

Spanish

18

16

18

16

Theme III - [nternational Year of Shelter for the Homeless

Finland

India

Indonesia

Formulation of IYSH shelter strategy

Wall 4 + 1

papan Harapan - Shelter of hopes
and dreams
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Country ~ Language Duration
(minutes)

Theme IV - Others

Bulgaria Old houses coming back to life English 26

China For making people live more happily Chinese 17

Morocco Habitat au Maroc P'rench 26

Turkey The sixties years English 20

Zambia Shelter in Zambia English 20
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ANNEX IV

Message from the SecrLtary-General to the Commission on
Human Settlements at its ninth session

1. It gives me gr oat pleasure to convey my greetings to the participants at the
ninth session of the commission on Human Settlements.

2. I would like to exp[ess my gratitude lo the Government and people of Turkey
for the generous gesture they have made in hosting this gathering in the ancient
and magnificent city of Istanbul. Over many centuries, Istanbul has been uniquely
renowned as a meeting place of peoples and civilizations. Its selection as the
venue for a meeting on international co-operation in the field of h!lman settlements
is, therefore, most apposite.

3. This session of the Commission will be the last before the observance of the
International year of Shelter for the Homeless in 1987. you will, therefore, bring
to completion the very intensive and thoro, lh preparation for the Year made by the
Commission over the past three and a half years. Besides setting the stage for the
formal launching of the Year in 1987, your deliberations and conclusions will form
the basis of the overall programme of action to secure concrete and measurable
improvements in the shelter and neighbourhoods of all of the poor and the
disadvantaged by the year 2000. This is the primary objective of the International
Year of Shelter for the Homeless. The target, of course, is not easy to attain,
but there is no reason for pessimism or faltering effort. With the necessary will
and determination, we must press on with the search for innovative and
cost-effective techniques that will permit even the poorest of communities to cater
to the shelter needs of their people.

4. I am gratified to note the positive response of Governmentd and organizations
throughout the world tJ the challenge. Over 127 Governments have designated
national focal points for the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless and
well over 363 projects have been identified in response to the objectives of the
Year.

5. I welcome the two key themes selected for in-depth review at this session of
the Commission - namely, the role of community participation in human settlements
work and the small-scale production of building materials. Both themes are
directly relevant to the task of translating the goal of shelter for all from a
mere ideal into a practical and realistic programme of action.

6. Through community participat Gov~rnments can help a far greater number of
the needy than can be reached by cv. ~ntional housing programmes. There are also
other inherent ad"antages in a policy which involves local communities in the
design, execution and management of programmes meant to benefit them. Moreover, at
a time when most developing countries are hard-pre&~ed to meet the financial cost
of their development programmes, emphasis on small-scale production of building
materials, using indigenous technology and resources to the maximum extent
possible, will advance the prospects of making shelter both available and
affordable in these countries.
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7. Millions of the homeless poor and disadvantaged continue to wait anxiously for
a chance to obtain decent living conditions for themselves and their families.
This is a basic fact of the current social situation in large parts of the world
and I have no doubt that a keen awareneSs of it will inspire your deliberations and
invest them with a guiding significance for Governments and others involved in the
provision of shelter for the poor.

8. I wish you a fruitful and rewarding session.

-38-

7. Millions of the homeless poor and disadvantaged continue to wait anxiously for
a chance to obtain decent living conditions for themselves and their families.
This is a basic fact of the current social situation in large parts of the world
and I have no doubt that a keen awareneSs of it will inspire your deliberations and
invest them with a guiding significance for Governments and others involved in the
provision of shelter for the poor.

8. I wish you a fruitful and rewarding session.

-38-



ANNEX V

Summaries of statements

A. Statement by Mr. Bruce Golding, Chairman of the_Canm1ssion
on Human settlements at its eighth session

The Chairman of the eighth session spoke of the historical significance of the
ninth session, 10 years after Habitat, United Conference on Human Settlements,
held at Vancouver. Much had been achieved. The United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat) had been in t:he forefront of numerous initiatives geared
towards human settlements development world-wide, devinln'l, testing and evaluating
human settlements strategies, prOViding technical assistance, assisting in the
mobilization of external finan ~ing, ,and provid~ng networks for the exchange of
ideas and transfer of technology. Yet much needed to be done. '~'he continuing
expansion of population, the continuing deterioration in the economies of many
countries and the consequential pressures on available resources had seen the issue
of human settlements development placed further on the back burner of national
priorities. Governments should WOrk even harder to sec\lre a higher priolity for
human settlements on the agenda of national and international concerns. They
should seek to "elop the mechanisms for financIng shelter solutions in order to
narrow the gap l ween what was necessary and what was atfordable. In the final
analysis, the soLution to the shelter problems in each country depended on the
country itself.

B. Inaugural address by Mr. Turgut Ozal, prime Minister of Tur~

1. The ~ I ime Minister w~lcomed the participants at th~ ninth session of the
Commission to Turkey, stating that the United Nations Centre on Human Settlements
(Habitat) and the ideals and objectives upheld and pursued by it had a special
significance and were shared by the Turki~h people. Shelter was a necessary
minimum condition of civilization, provision of which depended (1 economic and
social development.

2. In Turkey, the urban housing problem had emerged as a result of rapid
urbanization, a high rate of population increase and the drift of the jobless to
the big cities. Since 1983, the Government had taken measures tr' match thoae
challenges, including the setting-up of d housing fund, which h~~ already ac' ~rded

credits to individuals and housing co-operatives for roughly 250,000 new flatE. A
new law had been enacted to consolidate property rights to so-called "illegal
dwellers" living in irregular settlements around cities, and the responsibility for
urban planning and management had be~n decentralized to local authorities.

C. Address of welcome by Mr. I. Sata Giray, Minister of public
Works and Settlements, Turkey

In welcoming the Commistiion, the Minister said that the activities of the
United Nations Centre tor Human Settlements (Habitat) weLf:~ directly relevant to th(~

people of the developing Ciild urbanizing world. In ml:lny del/eloping countries the
process of urbanization, fueled by the rural push, had forced Governments urgently
to provide many services to the ever-increasing urban population against a
situation of severe economic constraints. In Turkey, that had resulted 1n serious
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settlements problems, including illegal shelter constLtlction, which had created
belts of squ;ltter housing around the cities. The Government had adopted II policy
of dticentraliza~ion of power, which had made local authorities directly responsibl~

for town plamdng <lnd manac..ement. A special housing fund had been established, and
possibilities for assisting municipalities in housing and research activities ware
heJng explored. It was hoped that the Centre would assist and advise the
Governmeat on the establishment of a research and training institute in Turkey.

D. Address bi Mr. Rana3inghe Premadasa, Prlme Minister of Sri Lanka

1. The Prime Minister stated that the prelim~nary work for the International Year
of Shelter for ~~e Komeless had already benefited many people. The convenlional
philosophy of dev~lopment needed to t~ enhanced so as to incorporate the concept of
shelcer withir its fundamental priorities. The Year was part of a 10ngA.r crusade.
The preparation for it should now be matched with a co-ordinated long-term approach
and a vigorous implementation effort.

2. In Sri Lanka, t' ~ Million House~ programme had given a new meaninq dnd
dimension to the pro,lsion of shelter. It had not only hatnessed hidden innovative
resources among the people but pr0/ed agaia that shelter development wae ~entr~l to
nverall develvpment.

E. Address by the Executive Director of th~ United Nations
Centre fvr Human ~ettlements (Habitat) on an agenda for
t,he next decade

1. The Ex~cutive Director. noted that R~bitatl The United Nationq C0~ference o~

Human Settlements, which had met I\t Val.~ouver, Canada, had addressed "the extremely
serious conditions of human settlements, particularly those which p::evail in
ddveloping countries". The time had come to initiate a discussion on the human
settl.,ments agenda for the next decade. Several new issues had emerged, foremost
amollg which were the scala and rate of sett.lementl3 qrowth. By tone year 2000, the
nUljlber of people living in developing country cities would be nearly two and a half
times what it had been in 1976. ClUes in developing countries had continued to
grow at the rate of over 3.5 per cent per year, and tne urban population of
developing countries had grown by more than 40 per C6.1t. Those were the conditions
which determinecl what was referred to as ~ the urbanizat ton challenge".

2. Urban population gro~'th had resulted 1n an "unflssisted settlement procasa", a
process that had cut acro~s trrditional urban/rUl!l ba~riers, different situations
and locations. The economic and social costs of the long-term consequenc-es for the
manageability of human settlements had received little attention. So Lhere was a
ne~j t~ d3arch for principles on which to base new policies and new appro.lches to a
worKabl~ slrategy, including change in the pe~ceptioi1 of the rol~ of government
frorn "p,olitder" of shelter, infras",ruct ... re "od srJrvices to a "facili+:ator",
rerponsible for guiding and supporting settlement development. Th9 first challellge
Invn/ved fh!ttlement-,wide action capable of (wercominq the Limitat':op of
single-project aproachea, and b.se~ on the relationahi~8 between shelter, jobs,
selvices ~nrt transport. The slcond challenge wab to promote institutional,
administratjv~ aild organizational restructur Ing, lo ensure the establishment and
-1'omotion of ,-~ommunity-ba';ed groups to serve as I,Il-!"nning and lmplement.ing agen\~i~a

for their own settlement programffies and to encoura~e local authoritl~s to reassess
their responsibi.i.ities and take up new ones Buite.:i to U...'ir proper role in the
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rerponsible for guiding and supporting settlement development. Th9 first challellge
Invn/ved fh!ttlement-,wide action capable of (wercominq the Limitat':op of
single-project aproachea, and b.se~ on the relationahi~8 between shelter, jobs,
selvices ~nrt transport. The slcond challenge wab to promote institutional,
administratjv~ aild organizational restructur Ing, lo ensure the establishment and
-1'omotion of ,-~ommunity-ba';ed groups to serve as I,Il-!"nning and lmplement.ing agen\~i~a

for their own settlement programffies and to encoura~e local authoritl~s to reassess
their responsibi.i.ities and take up new ones Buite.:i to U...'ir proper role in the
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FPltlement development proceolY. Resources would still remain inadequate' tm: the
taok, and Government8 must recuqnize the need for additional inveotments in human
settlements ~8 a fundamental contribution to economic and social development.

F. statement hi the Exe:cutive Director of the United Nations
Ehvironmpnt Progranune

1. The p.~ .cutive Director oaid that traditionaJ policieo had bP.en swept af;ide and
traditional tecr.nol~ieR h~d been destroyed, particularly in the area of human
settlemento. Unifor ..t utandards '., building materials had t!ffectivel:' excluded
trllditional materials. Since the poor neld the key to the solution of ...heir own
housing problems, regulatic,ns should encourage use of readily a'iTailable local
mate ... ials inotead of regulating against their wide usage. Priority should be given
to the interest of that two thirdo of the pop~lation who, by virtue of poverty,
were effectively excluded from the dcvelopmellt process.

2. Several critical areao needed to be addres~ed if the aimo of the llcHon plan
of the I~ternational Year of Shelter for the Homeleso were to be realized,
including makinq land availahJ e to the poor, 'Jromoting locally availdbll'! building
I,:ater ials, plovision of credit and other basic sources, encouraqt,-ment of local
I-art1clpation, and better co-ordinal ion of jnstitut!ons dealInq with urban planning
and manaQement.
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