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I . I NTRODIICT  ION

1 . Puteuant  to  reso lut ion  40/164 R o f  16 December  1 9 8 5 ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l  o f
UNE:SCO  preeented  t o  t h e  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y - f o u r t h  eeaeion  of t h e  ExgcutiVe
Board,  h e l d  i n  Parie i n  M a y  1 9 8 6 ,  under i t e m  6 . 1  o f  t h e  BoarA’I aqenda (‘Recent
clecieione and activitierr of t h e  orqaniaatione  of  the  Untted Nat ion8  eyetam o f
r e l e v a n c e  t o  t h e  wxk o f  UNE8CO”)  a r e p o r t  o n  qi,estions  relatinq t o  informstion.
In accordance with decieion 6.1.2 of the Executive Board (124 EX/%B and 124 EX/Sl),
invitinq  t h e  Direc tor -Genera l  t o  o u b m i t  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  Redembly,  at  it6 for ty - f i re t
8888ion, a report  on the ar..pliction  OF the  International  Proaramme for the
Development of Communication ot’ UNESCO, a n d  t h e  activitiee  re la t ina  to  t h e
eotabliehment of a new world information and communication order 8ean a8 an
evolv ing and continuous proceae,  ae well  ata on the  social,  economic and cultural
effecta of the accaleratud  development of communication technolosieo,  the
Director-General of UNESCO harr the honour to submit the present report to the
Cenec al Aeeembly .

IX. IMPLEMENTATION OP THE INTEHNATIQNAL  PROGRAMME FOR THE
DEVELOPMF,NT OF COMMUNICATION AND @I’HEH ACTIVITIES F‘OR
THE DEVELOMENT OF COMMUN  ICA’I’ION

A. &c(:t_ivitiae  ot’ t h e  Internhtionnl Proqramme for t h e
Developnont  of Communisation

2. . Stnce submittins the report to the  Goneral  Aeaembly at  i tn fort ieth nOn8iOn
(A/40/‘667) , t h e  Interaovernmental  Counc i l  o f  IPDC he ld  ito fieventh ord inary  oeeoion
i n  Paris i n  J a n u a r y  191)6.

3. Thie neaaion  a p p r o v e d  mntributiona  f r o m  t h e  TPW !3p+cial A c c o u n t  t o  6 1
projecte. Five  of ’  theas pro jects  are interreuional, 19  teatonal  and 37 rrntional.

4. Amonq  t h e  projecta npproved  a r e  1 3  interreqional  and regional projecta a l ready
heins  implemented, hut  which rgquired addit ional  Tinnncinq. Those are :
(a) Traininq o f  e l ec tron ic  new%qntherinq  tecrma f o r  t h e  Union  of  Nat iona l  HaJio  and
‘Paleviaion  Uraaniftations  ofi A f r i c a  (UHTNA)  8 (b) Inntitut, for Communisation
Herrenrch of the AI:r ican Counci l  of  Communication l%lur?ation~  (c) Jevelopnw,t  of
hroadcaatino i n  Ai’rica (ITrJ)  1 (d) C o m m u n i c a t i o n  trsininq and c&reor  dt?v~lcwl~lOnt  Of
women  i n  hfrical  (e) Arab Peojcwt Yor Communlc8tion  PlannIna  a n d  Exchanoer  (f 1 A r a b
Staten Broadcaetine Union Traininq Centre, Ddbmsacital  (9) Asia-Pacific  c o - o p e r a t i o n
f’or l’ilm a n d  video exchanqet (h) Promotinq m e d i a  involvement  i n  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  i n
the ,  Pacif ic  (Anian MaAH Communicat ion Heclearch  Ini’orm6tlon  Contra  (AMIC)/WOrld
Health  Oraenization  ( W H O ) )  1 (i) P a c i f i c ?  Broadcaatinq  Traininql  (1) Aaeintanccr  t o
t h o  Ania-Pacific  I n o t i t u t e  f o r  Broadcmntinq f~ovulapmontt  ( k )  i)avalopment of 01
CWnpUteri%ed  network  f o r  the L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  sp~inl Tnf’ormation Ssrvicefl
Aqoncy (ALASKI)  I ( 1 )  C a r i b b e a n  hroa&*aHtinq  trcrininu,  (m) TI i\ininq C e n t r e  of
qraphlc clemlqn f a r  m u l t i - m e d i a  i n  hrnxll.

5 . !iix onqoinu  n a t i o n a l  pro)oct.fi  wore a l s o  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  additir~nrrl  f’tnnncina.
TheHe  projmtfl nro i n  A n q o l a ,  Banqlnrlsah,  (‘amcroon,  E t h i o p i a ,  ,lamair!a a n d  Panrrmn.
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6. The ndw interreqional  and reqional project@ approved and financed by the
reventh eeooion  of the Intercaovernmental Council of IPDC includer xbero-Amor  ican
information eervioe on translations  Subtitlina of film and televirion  programmer
frcxn deveiopinq countries!  Creation of an interreqional  network of worn
journaliete  (Inter-Preeta Service)) Periodic report on the state  of communication in
the worldt  Promotion of textbooka  for trainine  of  journrlistr in Afrioar
CO-PrOdUatiOn  of reading materiale in Hauea and Fulfuldet Promoting public health
and nutrition in the Frenah-ape5kinq  countrias  of Wert  and Contra1 Airhe, with the
need to involve the maw medial Editorial and manaqement trainina in A8ia (Prera
Foundation of Asia), Latin American and Caribbean Broadcaetinq Union (ULCRA18  Mdio
and te levis ion pol ic ies  in Andean  countries.

7. The new national project6 approved durinq the eeeeion  are in Benin, Bhutan,
Bolivia,  Brazil, Cape Verde, Colombia, the Comoroe, Democratic Yomm,  Ecuador,
Eqypt, El Salvador, Eauetarial Guinea, Guyana, Jordan, Kenya, The L&o Pm~10’0
Democxatic  Republic, Madaaascar, Malayrib, Mali, Mauritania, Nioaraqus, Niqorie,
POCU, Sao Tome and Principe, Seneoal, the Seychelles, Thailand, Tonqa and Zimbabwe.

0. The Intrroovornmental  Council recommended 25 other projects for which no funde
were available from the Special  Account, and requested the l acretarlst to rook
other  eourcee  for  financina there  Projects. Twelve  project8 were returned to the
inrtitutione or Governmento  concerned, with a requoat that a more detailed l tudy be
mrdo beforo  re-rubmieoion to IPDC, and four projects wore rrjected.

9. Durinq the seventh oeneion, the  Interqovernmental  counc i l  elected the  Bureau
for 1906-1987,  followinq the renewal of the mandate of half the members durina  the
twenty-third eeesion of tha General Conference of UNESCO. Mr .  dunnar Garbo
(Norway) wan re-•lecc ,A Prreidont  of the Council, and the reprsmontativom  of
Ecuador , Indla and Yemen were l lectsd Vice-Proeidentr. The other member@  of the
Bureau are Niqeria (Rapporteur), Benin, France and the Union of Soviet Sooialiet
Ropublice. The Memherr  of the Council newly elect68,  or re-eloatocl, at the
twenty-third eeoaion of the General Conference ere the followins: Ch in5, Bauador  ,
Ghana, Hunqary , India, InAoneria,  Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Morocco, Nepal, Oman,
Peru, Portuqal, Hopublic  o f  Korea, Switzerland, Union of Soviet Socialist  Ropublice
and Venezuela.

10. Durino the oovonth eeaaion, the Council decided to eupport the publication of
a periodic report on the state of communication In the world, whioh would be
efdoentielly a factual document, brinaina toqothor  e ta t i e t i ca l  data ,  re ference
mstociale and analyeee of current trends in the communication and information
eield,  to  p.oviAe  a  t3ource  of  reference fo r  planner8 and decirion-maker8. A vote
wata taken in fsvour  of  al locat ing ro80urcea to  it0 Propsration. A pi lot  version,
prepared by the eecretariat  in consultation  with the Bureau and the Council of
IPDC,  will be ready at tho end of 1987, and publication ie foreaeon, euhjeot to the
approval of the twenty-fourth eeeeion  of tho Goneral  Conference of UNESCO, in 1980.
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u. Rewourcetl o f  t h e  Proqrarnme

11. Ae mentioned in the report to the POrtieth seeeion  of the General Assembly
(A/40/667)  , the  moat  crucial  problem f’acinq IPW IR the  f&et  that  the  number of
project6 eubmitted for finanoinu  is  increnminq rapidly ,  where66 t h e  contributiono
to the Special Account are at 8 utandetill. Durinu 1986, the President of the IPDC
Council hae drawn the attention of many i n t e r n s t i Lral qather’nqe  t o  thie situation,
which qiver  cause for alarm. The Director-General of UNESCO has elaa drawn the
attention of member Stateo  to this prohlem, which may tier iauely hinder new
proaramme  activitiee.

12. Voluntary contr ibutione pledqed  to the ,‘,uecfel Account  amount  at  preuent to
$10,435,000. Five  countries cont inue to pay reqular contrihutione into the special
Account , which  a l lows  IPW t:, p l a n  ito activities  realietically. A t  preoent, t h o
followinq countries have made contr ibutiona to the Special Account a Alqer is,
Banqladesh,  CamerOOn,  Canada,  China,  Cyprue,  Eqyrst, Finlanc,  Franct#,  Gabon,  Gllyana,
India, Indonoria,  Iraq, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Kuwait, Luxembourq,  Mexico, Niqeria,
titav, man, Pakiotan, San Marlno, Tunisia, TUtkOy,  Trinidad and Tobaw,  Union of
Soviet Socislist Republic@, Venesurtla, Yuqoelavis and Zambia.

13. The upward trend of the paet yearr foe Govarnmente  and foundationa to aqree to
funds-in-cruet arranqomento for projecto  a p p r o v e d  b y  :PDc continueo. Eiqht
countries a r e  financinq o u c h  rejector Clnada, France, Germany, Federal Rspublic
of, Nethorlandr, Republic of Korea, Sweden, Switzerland  and United Steteo of
Amer  lea. The followinq countries have offered to provide exporta  or study qrante
t o  the Prosrammer Alqeria, Araent ins, Cuba, Czechoolovakia,  German Democrat.ic
Republic, India, Mexico, Netherl3nde,  Niqeria, Po! - 5, Sweden, Union of Soviet
Sociallet  Republics a n d  Yuqoalavia. The Internatronal Orqanization of Journalirt@
ehould alo3 be mentioned in thio context.

c. . Goner61  obaorvatione

14. Since ita foundation, o u t  ot a t o t a l  o f  3 7 0  projecta nubmitt&,  t o  it, IPDC ha@
cOntrihut5d t o  20s projecta  o u t  of t h e  Spec ia l  A c c o u n t . O F  thoaa,  lC9 were
national projecta and 100 were resional or interreulonal. The percentaus  fisure ifl
56 P e t  (Tent  o f  t h e  projecto eubmittoc?  (68 per cent o f  that  rcqional  prOjecta a n d
50 per cent of the national projocte). O u t  o f  n t o t a l  o f  $61,326,500  roauoeted f o r
the  financinq of projecte, IBDC Rae been ahlo to allcx!oto $12,641,000
(4 .85 por cent  0e total  requeata), off which 22 Per cent waa for train!W,
21 Per  cent  for  the  development  of roaearch  and tcainina centron (a  t o t a l  o f
43 per cent for trainina activitieo), 2 0  p e r  c e n t  ior t h o  c r e a t i o n  o r  development
of  3reea aqencies,  15  per  cent for  radio and telovieion, 9 par c e n t  f o r  Ijlanninq
activities, 4 per cent for audio-viflual projectu, 4 par c!ont fqr the development oE
b00ks and readinq, 3  per  cent for tolec...>mmunicotion  pro)ectB and 3 per cent  for tho
development of the wr itton  pr oefi. In view of the work accompliehed  by UNESCO
throuqh IPDC durirlq the  Ptoqrammo’o  Five  y o a r o  o f  oxlfltonce,  i t  18 e x p e c t e d  t h a t
the  international  community wil l  annwer  the  repeated appwls mndo and provide
qreatar oupport  a n d  incroaoed  financlnq i n  o r d e r  t o  enebltr thiu i‘-outamlnc  t o
rempond  more a n d  m o r e  poeitively  t o  t h e  requentn  i t  receives.

/...
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D. Other aotivitiee for the develogment  of communication

15. Operational activities continue to play a major role in UUESCQ@e  communication
prwramne. While both Reqular  Ptoqramme  and United Natione Development
Proqramme (UNDP) rePource8  have declined in the period under review, extrabudqetary
projeoto oontinued at  the 1985 level  and, for the development of new8 asenciee in
particular,  1906 ehowed  a eliqht increaee. Inaruding thoee financed by the IPDC
Special Aacount, the number of communication project8 under execution during the
year totallad more than 140.

16. The Federal Republic of Germany aqain led the contribution to fundo-in-trust,
while Denmark, France, Norway and SwitseLland either increased or maintcrined their
orevioue level  of  part ic ipat ion in thie form of project financinq. Canada rhleo
jo ined  the  :anke of  funds- in- truet  eponoore.

17. More than half of the project0 and reirourcea  for communication developmen*
were directed tavarde Africa, while new projecto were aleo launched in Latin
America and the Caribbean, in Aoia and the Pacific, and in the Arab Statee. Major
project8 were bequn  to aeniot the development of national newo aqenciefi in Eaet and
routhorn Africa? for the development of rural radio and journaliem trainlnq in
Nepal8 and, in co-operation with the Fredrik-Ebert Foundation, for the development
of radio broadcatatinq in the Pacific.

18. Ernpharie  throuqhout thelse  projecto has been on training, mortly  through
notional and oubreqional  cournee conducted by inrtitutiona and epecialieta  of thr
reqion concerned. With prob?eme  of foreiqn exohanqe placina an increasing
constraint on the maintdlbance and expaneion  of communication infraetructutem,
however, developinq countries have turned to UNESCO more and more for new or
replaaoment  equipment without which the beet-trained journalirtr, producerr  anti
technician6 cannot work.

19. Major communication project6  under execution durinq 1986, with their eourcea
of f inancinq,  include the followi%ar

( a )  A f r i c a

Weet and Central Africa new8  aqency dcvelopmant (Federal Rspuhlic of Germany)

Eaot and eouthern Africa new8 agency development (Federal Republic of Germany)

Communication for the Economic Community of the Great Lakeo (France)

Development of the rural preee in the United 2epublic  of Tanzania (Norway)

Development of the rural preee in Weat  Africa (Switzerland)

Development of the rural preee in Kenya (Federal Republic 02 Germany)

Development of broadcaetinq  trainlnq in Zimbabwe (Netherlande)

/ . . I
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(b) Asia and the Pacific:

Rural rad io  develoClrnent  i n  S r i  !,anka ( D e n m a r k )

Development  of radio in the  PaciPic (IPD(:  and the Fredrik-Ebert  Foundation)

Community radio development in Nepal (Federal Republic of Germany)

Journaliem traininq in Nepal (Denmark)

(cl Latin Amer lea and tho Caribbean

Modernisation  of the Caribbean New Aqency (Federal RctWblic  of Germany)

Gvelopment  a!’ the Latin American  Special  Information Servicee &aency  (ALAS&f)
(New6 AQenCY)  (Federa l  R e p u b l i c  o f  G&rmany)

IIT. ACTlVITIEL;  RELATING 10 THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW
WORLD INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION ORDER

A. Conceet_atelat.inq  to a n&a world information and ctxnmunicatinn
order Been ae an evolving and cantinuouo ptocees.I -

20. Followinca  the Secieion  adopted hy the Executive Board of UNESCO at ito on@
hundred and twentieth oaneion (120 EX/Decirion  4.1, pare. 25),  which wan
eubeeuuently  confirmed by a  decision of ito one hundred and twenty-Pirrt  #emlion
(121 EX/Decieion  4 . 1 ,  pace@.  5 3  a n d  57), reeolution  3 . 1  ( i t e m  5  ( a ) )  o f  the
twenty-third eeeoion  of the General Conference (Octohsr-November 1985) invited the
Director-General  to undertake,  within Proqremme  111.1. (Studies on Communi~:ation)
“overall analyeea of work already cs,=riod out or currently in proqreoo on the
concept8 of a new world information and communication order, neen aa an evolving
and cant inuoue prcweee, the riqht to communicate, plursliom, and acceeo  to and
Pdrticipction  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of communicstion, tsktrra otepe  where  neceeoary to
broaden the etudy baoa and maintsininq  1inkrJ of cloee co-operation with the
competent ptofeeaional  ocqaniaationo and non-governmental orqaniaations”. Thus,
the orqaniastion’e  proqramme  continue8  to coneolfdate l xiatinq knowled<  . reqardinq
a new world information and communicat.ion  order, Been a8 an l volvinq and continuouo
pracer 3, takinq i n t o  a c c o u n t  the viewa a n d  experiencee  o f  profeeeional,  reeearch
and noI)-qovernmental  orqanisatione  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  com%unicstion  f i e l d .

21. Aa authoriaod  by the one hundred and nineteenth aeeoion  of the Executive Board
(119 BX/Decieion S.2.6 ,  pars. IO) UNESCO and the United Natione Department Of
Public Information jointly convened  the eecond round table on a new world
information and communication order. At the invi tat ion of the Government of
Denmark and with the co-operation of the Danioh  National Commioeion for UNESC0, the
round table wae held at Copenhaqen from 2 to 7 4pr 11 1.986. The Director-General
reportecf  ora l ly  on  ito reeulta t o  t.he E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d  of  IINEBCO  a t  itR o n e  h u n d r e d
and t w e n t y - f o u r t h  faiesfaio~~, while a written report WEIR submit ted  to  the  Commit tee  on
Informat ion at  it.e *run? eeeeiorr (A/AC. 198/97)

/ . . .
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22. The round table WA chatacteriaed  by a remarkable spirit of respect for mutual
differences, and a shared belief that the improvementa embodied in the idea of a
new weld information and communication order can become a reality only throuqh
further intellectual an8 practical co-operation antonq  all concerned. There wa.:
almoet unanimous aqreement  On a number of euqqeatione  dealinq with the practical
aopecte  of a n8w world information and communication order, such a8 international
co-operation in traininq and further traininq of communication profeeeionals in the
davelopinq counttiuot  ancouraqement  of these countries’ endoqenous cummunication
development, particularly the production of eoftwarer further oeneitization of
media professionals  and the qeneral  public to communication need8  and poaaibilitiee
throuqh research, diecuaeiona and such  publicatione  aa :he UNESCO/IPtX  World
Communication Report, which ie now in preparation. The round tab16 amply COnf irm8d
that the qualification Of B new world information and communication order aa an
evolvincl  a n d  continuoue pcoceee correeponde  t o  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  a  heteroqeneaue,
pluralistic world in which all voices have the ‘iqht to b8 heard.

23. Other work on thie theme initiated by the orqaniaation in the past year
focueee  primarily on the preparation of a comprehensive hietoricnl survey of
document&  dealinq with a new world information and communication order Since the
idea oriqinated  at  the beqinninq of  the 197Oo. Thie publication wil l  inclullo
docum8nte adopted by international profeeeional and non-qovernmental oraanizatione
a8 wel l  a8  by  int8tqovernmental  bodice, and It ehould prove to he a valuable
reference tool.

24. Ae part of the orqanization’e  effort:8 to improve existinq communication
rtructuree and to redtees CUrtant informstion  and communication imbal?nC8e both
world-wide and within particular reqione  and nation@,  attention continues to be
qiven to euch  key concept0  a8 plurality of  information, promotion of accem to and
participation in communication both in the public and private aectore, end the
“r iqht to communicate”. These are beinq examinsd moetly throuqh national
caee-etudiee  Und8rtek8n  i n  varfom  reqione an8 d l f f e r e n t  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  eettinqe,
but shatins, aE)  far a8 poeeible, a commonly Befind methodoloqy to aeaure
comparability. Particular emphasie  is beinq placed on ancouraqinq qreater acceea
and participation by women and youna people, notably throuqh the development of
media education.

25. 8tudies on the contribution of the media to mutual respect,  international
understandinq,  respect of human riqhte and peace, and to the elucidation of ma jot
world probleme have concentrated mainly on the role played by the media in
informing and eeneitiaina the put~lic to queetione  of disarmament and peace, and to
other major world problem8 euch  (LR famine, sickneee, poverty and ecological
hazards. In thie context ,  a COmPteh8neiVe  study on the m&ia’a contribution to
world-wide security and peace ,  carried out by the International Social Scienceo
Council (ISSC)  , ie beinq published by the University for Peace as a joint
Ll’NESCO/ISSC/Univereity  for Peace contribution to the International Year of Pesce.
work in thio area aleo includes a etudy of the treatment of apartheid on televieior
in Africa, which ie beinq prepared in co-operation with profeaeional  lnstitutione
and relevant int8roov8rnmental  and non-wwernmentd  orqanizstlone.

/ . .,
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26. An internat ional  project  on tl,e information  eituation  o f  miqrant  work8tac
compr  iainq 2 5  e u b - e t u d i e o  i n  15 countrim ,  ale Y received  amtinuIns aumrt a n d  ia
expected to be concluded in 1988. Reqional etudiee of  wayc in which the media Cm
aU~mtadlat8  the information needo of refuqaea  have aleo bequn  after conaultatioilo
with the Office of the United Nation@  Hiqh Commiaeioner  for Hefu~~eee and the
International Committee of the Red Crose.

27. UNESCO’s recent effort8 to promote the Declaration on Fundrmentel  Principloe
concernins  the Contribution of the Maee Media to Strenqtheninq P8aco  and
Internatlonal  Underetandinq, to the Promotion of Human Riqhto and to Counterins
Racialirm,  Apartheid and Incitement to War (adoptsA in 1978 by the QenOral
COnf8t8nCe  of ONEX!O)  have concentrated on the preparation of a brochure for
French-•poakinq l choolchildron to acquaint thm with th8 oubrtance and purpose ot
the Declaration. Th8 prototype wae tested In 1985  on a oample  of 1,500
rchcolchildcen  at,d hao aroueed qreat intorert  amonq adults  and childr8n. I t  ie n(lu
b8inq Produced in Enqlirrh  and Hpanirh, and will be diee8minated in co-operation
with th8 World Federation of UNESCO C1ut.w and other intersted nOn4lOVetnmentel
orqanioations. In sldition, an international oympoeium  to conoider the l ffecte of
the Declaration  wil l  be orqalli%ed  in the coutao of  the biennium 1986-1987  for
orqanioatione and perrone proCeerionally  involved in communication.

B. Free flow and wider and bettor-halenced  diec8minBtiOn Of
infOrmatiOn#  increased exchanqe  et n8wa  and pfoqraaunoe

28. Studieo O n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  infOrmatiOn  f l o w  and  the  ident i f i ca t ion  Of  major
Obltacler to the fro0 flow of infornrtion have contlnu8d  to form an important Part
of UNESCO’m  proqremme  0I communication. They are  conoiderod  to  be  centra l  to  (I
concept of a neu world information and ccnnmunication order , l 8On a* an l volvinu and
continuous procoee, an4 contribute to widenlnq and balancinq  the flow of
information. The alm ia to  develop practical  mechaniama  for  nwe and proqrrmme
8xchenqer and the encouraqement  of inter-profesnionsl.  co-operation.

29. Amnq the recently published atudlea are the * I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Flow o f  T8A8vieior~
Prwrammer” and a detailed analyoia, “Foreiqn N o n  i n  t h e  Redtat Intecnatlonal
Reporting in 29 Countries”. The effect of video on information flow har been
l nalyred in n world-wide compararivo  study that will he published ln 1987, and d
rutvey of oervicoa  offered by communication  eatellites hao boon completed. The new
and more complex patternA of flow created by the n8w cummunlcation technolouieo
c a l l r  f o r  a  teviclion  o f  t h e  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  methofle  appli8d  i n  earlier etudles, nt\d
UNESCO lo at present explorinu  the conditiona under uhlch a reqular monltoalna
ryetern  miqht be  eetahliahed (po~eihly  in  ararocintlon  with  t h e  UNEfJCO/IVDC  World
Cuamunic:n  t ion l?spor t 1 .

30. A survey  of  the  international  f low of  talevjolon  f i c t ion  in lluy under way ,  Ln
prepatation  for d coneultation  of experts proposed for 1987. A preliminary inquiry
Into the nat lone1 and international  leqal mnpecto  of information f low in neclr Lnq
complet ion at,R ite findinos wil l  be puhl iehed in  1987.

,’ . . .
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31. Several-case-rtudiee  on cenrotship  and on the contribution of the media
twarda preventing aburea of powor have been complrta3  and further studieo have
been initiated to enrute a repreeentative analysis of different economic and eocial
l yrteme. Puhlioation of  the col lect ive  aaee-etudiea in envieaqed  for  1987.

32. Special aesirtance  ha8 been riven to the Pan African Newe Aqency  (PANA)  and an
aJreement eetablirhinq effective working relations har been concluded with the
Non-Aliqned News Aqencier Pool, in order to improve the collection and
dieeeminstlon of news at re9lonal  level.

33. UNESCO ie aleo developinq r, roftware proqramme  oalled CSCAR (Open System for
Communication, Admlnirtration  and Retrieval) for the automatieation by computer8 nt
the headquarters of PANA. OSCAR aomprioee a meaaage-switching oyotem,  word
pcoceeninq and data bare and manaqoment  deeignad  for the future requirement6  of
thir regior,al newa  agency. The aomputorixs* Ion 1~ baaed upon the widespread
development of miCrOCompUter#, and urea universal ly  avai lable  operatlna eyetome
()Iw-DOS  and UNIX). The mftware will eventually he available to other newe
aaancieA in developing countr iea. Concurrently, UNESCO will collaborate wlth PAW-
on an experimental project under INTELSAT’.  project “bhare”,  where low-coat
tehnol.oqy developed by UNESlXl consultant8 and portable ground etatione  developed
by an associated canmunication  agency will be temted.

34. In the fiard of computer : nimation,  in a joint venture of electronics and
infotmatice and a epin-off  of oimulation  twhnique development, UNESCO hae protided
media perronnel  (erpecially L..,de in *.elevirion from the developinq world) wit;1 the
GQesibility of learninq thee& new technique8 in picture production, which ate
ch.rnqinq  the produotion field treaendou::;,.

35. Poreible means of lmprovinq  dieaemination  in the industrialised countries of
television proqrammer  emsnatinq from developinq countriee have been analyoed, and a
meeting to dibcuer future initiative8 in thic area will be held In Europe in late
1986.

36. Finally,  an evaluation of  recently eetabliehed  regional  mechanieme for
exchanqe  and !ollaboration hae been initiated in thb Latin American reqlon, and
evpaneion  of thie projeat to Ada and the Pacific and Africa ie expected.

xv. SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL EFFECTS OF THE ACCELERATED
DEVELOPMENT OF COMMIJNICATION  TECHNOLOGIES

37. In resolution 40/164 8, the General  Aeeambly *encouraqea  the United Natianrs
Educst tonal, Scienti f ic  und Cultural Organizatlon  to  continue and inteneify  fte
atudiee,  proqrammee and activltiea  with a view to identifying new techns?crqicsl
trendo in information, communication, telematice  and informatice and aaae88  their
eacic-economic and cultural impac t on the development of peoples, and in thie
context request8  it to provide, whenever necessary ,  periodic  etudles relevant to
theoe tOPiceag
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38. Durinq the gaet year,  UNE!3COge  onqoinq proqramme of  col laborat ive  reaearch
into the impact of the new communication  twhnoloqiee  has entered ita recond
phase. The project originated in the Symposium on the Cultural, Social and
EcCNlOmic  Impact of the New Communication Tcchnoloqiee, held at Rome in
December  1983, in the course  of which plane were made and a reeearch  aqenda
Prepared  for B seriee of etudiee to be conducted in different world reqionr  over
the period of UNBSCO’e  eecond  medium-term plan (1984-1989).

39. Detailed planninq was entrrleed to a eeriea of qeoqraphically based
consultations, the first of which (coverinq Latin America, the Caribbean and North
AmetiCa)  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  F l o r i d a ,  Unjted State8  o f  A m e r i c a ,  i n  DWembsr  l9R4. A
Record  consultation was held in December 1905, at Ahmedabad, India, brinqkn9
tosether reeearchere  and inetitutione from Aeia and the Pacific, Africa and the
Arab States. The eerie6 closed with a coneultation for the Europe reqion, which
~88 held at Gothenburq, Sweden, in January 1986.

40. The purpoee of  the proqramme ,  aa elaborated by these three conrultatronmr  iS
twofold t f i r s t l y , to  promote a eerioa of  col laborat ive  research otudieo, init ial ly
at  the regional level ,  and,  secondly, to prepare and dietribute periodic dlqertr
and inventorioe nf research in proqreec  throuqhout the world. The approved
prowemma  and budqet oP UNESOO  for ;986-1987 (23 C/S ApproveO] authorined  an
“intellectual and financial contribution to carryinq out 30 comparative rtudiee on
%a  eocio-cultural impact of new communication technoloqieea and the “collection,
collntion  atrd half-yearly distributfon of bs .ic documentation and aleo of the
conclusions of the research carried out in till crqiona of the world”.

41. Both of  these ini t iat ives  are now well  undt : * * their precise orientation
set by xhe recommendation8 and networks eetabrit3hti  curinq the rmiOna1
caneultatione. A8 d follow-up to the Florida co,leultation,  two editione  of a
research neweletter, coverinq both Latin America and the Caribbean and North
America, heve been prepared, co-ordinated by the Inetituto pars Am&rica Latina,
Peru, end a Scuth-North network of r reearchere  and reeearoh inotitotionm  is beinq
formed, etemminq  from a planning meetinq held at Caracas in April 1986.
Collatmrstive projecte ere aleo beinq planned, the first linkinq Canada and Mexico,
t h e  second, varioue  countriee  of the Caribbean. They will be concerned with the
cultural dimeneion and eplll-over  effects of the new communication technoloqies.

42. Thlrtv-eiqht hlcholare  from 16 countries in Aeia and the Pacific, Africa and
the Arab Stntee aec;.lll!..mi  for the coneultatlon at Ahmedabad, India, in
3en.ambar  1 9 8 5 . T h e i r  .bl@oeition reflectti a  d e l i b e r a t e  m i x  o f  interrate,
includi-.,,  researcher&s,  India profeealonala,  enqfneers, ec ient iata ,  policy-makers
nnd creative  workere.

43. The r‘arsllel  coneultation for Europe, which .gae  held one mc.  rth later, at
Gothanburq,  Sweden, WER  aleo broadly representat ive8 i t  wae attended by 77
part icipanta from 19 eountriee,  made up primarily of communication researchero.
They too came from a wide variety of dieciplincs, the  majori ty  being already
enqaaed in reeeerch Into the new communication technology field.

/ . . .
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44. In each meetinq the emphaaie  wae  lees upon formal papete than on dlecurraion
w i t h i n  speclaliaed  workinq qroupe. These rrfleoted three main perepectivse;
technoloqy pol icy  and planning1 esio-cultural applicationc  and effecta, and
information proceeelnq and exchanqe. Each group wae aeked  to exchanso  information
on onaolnq project0  and plane, 80 a8 to create an inventory of research and an
Informal network of reaearchere, but their main task wae to evolve epeclflc
propoeale for common reeearch  ef forte.

4s. In this Proceta8,  the role of UNESCO was defined with conoiderable care. The
function of the orqaniaation wae seen  not a8 conductinq  rerearch in ite own riqht,
but rather actinq ae catalyst  and faci l i tator, br inqiny taqether lndlvidualo and
inetitutione  and encouraqinq them to pool their effort8 and oxtentl the
comparability of their reeearch.

46. Ae anticipated, the two conoultatione produced eomewhat different propoealr,
given their separate colrstltuenciee and the primary interest of reeearcherr in A8ia
and the Paoific,  Africa and the Arab State6  in development applications of the neu
technologies. Themer emphaaiaed  at Ahmedabad included urea of the new teohnoloqjes
f o r  teleoonferenoinq,  dioaot )r warninq, increaoed acceae  f o r  r u r a l  popul*tlonr, t h e
manaqement  of communication eyetema  for development purpoaea, and the impact of
direct broadcartinq aatellits tranrmieoione in the reqione concerned. At
Gothenburq, on the othsr hand, much of the interest wao In area11 euch  ae policy an3
decfeion-makinq  proceeeea  for new technoloqiee  ouch a8 integrated eervfce  diqital
network8 and communication oatelliteer  the development of a syetem of European
m e d i a  indicatorat  iaoueo of  dereaulation, media ownership and flnancinq,’  privacy
and qusatione  of public accoaa to and participation in thu new communication
technoloqiee, and the need for well-planned comparative case-etudiee of their
eocial  eff ecto.

4.t. Since theoe coneultations  were completed, collaborative project8 have been
in i t ia ted  in  Aeia (linkinq rooearch lnetitutione In Auetralie,  Ind ia ,  and  Japan)  t
in the Maqhreb eubreqion and in Europe (linkinq Denmark, France, the Federal
Republic of Germany  and the Nethorlande) . Project8  are aleo under active
diecueelon in Africa and in other European countries.

48. Both conoultationa hiqhliqhted the oecond phaee of the proqrammef
aynthesizinq  and dietrfbutinq reeesrch  reeulte. I t  was qenerally aqread t h a t  thim
should be approached in tvfo complementary waye - reqlonally and globally. In each
of  the  reqione, reeeerch  institution@ have been requeoted (under thr, quidrnoo of
UNESCO’e  reqional culture and communication advieera)  to prepare and diotri%utc
cliyoste of work in proqrsac. However, they have aleo been aoked  to adhere to a
common  format c10 that their work can later be eynth@size<f  by the UNESCO eecretaricrt
k’or international  Aintr ibuticbn. The firet of these eyntheees  will be produced in
late 1986.

49. It  ie antic ipated that  the project  wi l l  continue into a third phase, until  the
end of ths eecond  medium-term plan in 1989, and that it will focue in its 1 \tter
~ta4ee upon interreaflonal etudiee, linkinq a number of the common themee thst have
emorqed from research at  t.he reqional level.
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SO. Another aspect  o f  IJNESCO’e proqtamme  in the  f ield  of  communicat ion technoloqy
i8 d i rect ly  concerned with the  acquis i t ion 04 appropr ia te  equipment  and ite
endoqenoue;  pra’luct  Lor>. The aim of the  act ivi t ies  PoreBeen ie to  develop a  ranqe cf
btoadcaatinq equipment, both for tranemittinq and receivinq,  the deeiqn of which is
baaed on field ukr)e~  ience and takes  in to  account  bth the  neede of  ueere and the
cfrcumetancee i n  dh!ctr  it w i l l  b e  ueed.

51. A8 p a r t  o f  trbi& proqramme, a eecond  phaee of development of a solar radio
receiver  i s  envieaqed, ;rnA  plane are beinq prepared UD to the pre-manuPacturin(4
l e v e l . Several etationo in hfrica, Asia and the PaciCic, and the Caribbean, are
already ueinq low-coat, lo-watt VHF tranem!ttdre  doeiqned by UNESCO, a6 well an
relay etations  powered by eolar unite.

52. I n  t h e  interest8  cbf d ivers i f i ca t ion , the equipment has been modified to meet
t h e  reauiremente  o f  newzi  aqencies, wi th  t h e  trennmlttor  ueed f o r  new6 dlesemination
t o  cliente, in associat ion with  an  appropr ia te  receiver .

53. A l l  o f  theee a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  c o n d u c t e d  toqethor  w i t h  experta  from b o t h
developed and developinq countrrerr, throuqh workehopa and orientation couroea.

54. Neqotiationn nre heinq p u r s u e d  w i t h  var ious  countriee t o  i n e t a l l  emall
manufactutinq unite for the production of euch  equipment and to develop the
potontisl  o f  l o c a l  ronourceca  t h r o u q h  epecial traininq coureoa. I t  ie h o p e d  t h a t
thio project will be impiementod in collaboration with the United Natione
Indurtr  ial Development Ortaanization  (UNIDO) .


