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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDA'l'IONS 01" THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL
AT ITS TWELFTH MINISTERIAL SESSJON

l. THE WORLD FOOD SITUATION

1. We, the Ministers and Plenipotentiaries oC the World Food Council convened in
Rome for the twelfth session, under the chairmanshir of Mr. Henri Nallet, from 16
to 19 June 1986. Our deliberations focused on urgent measures for Afric~'s

recovery, the difficult f~. economic and financial situation in Latin America 3nd
the Caribbean, and the lessons to be learn~ from Asia's food efforts. We also had
a frank -.xehange of viewa on the eurrent disorders in the international trade in
foads and adopted measures desiQned to strengthen the role of the Council as the
poUt'.ieal forum of the United Nations General Assembly for food and hunqer issues.

2. O'r review of the world food situation qives rise to b~th satisfaetion and
coneern. Global food sup~lies are ample, following record produetion in many
regions. However, tood produetion performance has been uneven, with many
developing countries experiencinq a deterioration in their food Bituation.
AeeordinQ to several deleaations, hunqer and malnutr ition are the results of
diminishing effective demand in the óevelopinq countries, which is in itself the
eonsequene~ of the international finanej~l and trade crisis and an inequitable
international economic order. They alAo consider that th~ elimin3tion of hunqer
and malnutrition ean be aeeomplished throuqh a qlobal process of restrueturinq
intltrnational retlations on a fair, equitable and democratic bast.s and the
establishment of a new economie orrler.

3. The economie and financial situation of many developinq countries, domestic
and regional C('Alicts and inlernatiClnal tension a11 contribute to the
deterioration of the food sit"!ition 1n part·! of the developing reqions. The
solut 'on of food and deveh' .. llt problems is primar ny the responsibili ty of each
cou~try, but national tood objectives cannot be achieved without the support of
inereased internatior¡al soli,'arity alió co-operation, 1n condition6 of lonq-lastinq
peace. This is a major concern for Council action. In the view of several
delegations, a policy of disarmament in the indus"rilllized countries as we11 as the
developing count:ies coul~ release financial resources that could be employed
towards solvinq food problema.

4. The food situation in Africa has relatively improved in the laet year, but the
eontinent 's . ,:oblems are düe to endoqenou!J and t:..:ogenous causes that will not qo
away without 1ncreased internat10nal co-operat10n and solidarily. MiIIions of
Afriean people are still in need of emergeney aid and the Council should promote
the implementation of early warning and information systems.

11. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNlTED NATIONS PROGRAMME OF ACTION
FOR AFRICAN ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND DEVELOPMENT

S. We weleome the adoption by the General Assembly at its speeial session on the
cr i tieal economic si tuation in l\fr ica, held' 1n New York troro 27 ~lay to 1 June 19116,
of the United Nat10na Proqramme of Action for Afr1can Economic Recovery and
Development 1936-1990 (resolution A/S-13/2).

6. The Programme is aboye all an expression of the resolve of African leaders to
put their ~ountries on the road to economic recovery. Its central focua on foad

-2-



and aariculture is consi~tent with the adoption by an increasinq number of African
countrit"s of national foad strateqies IlInd policJ.es. In adoptinq the Programme, the
international community has estahlished a framework of reference for co-operation
ilnd a shared respollsihili ty fOl work inq toaether to meet Afr ican foad and
development objectives.

7. We emphasize the importance of a "qu ick start" if the Proaramme ia to be
implemented within a five-year periodo In the field of foad and agriculture, the
Counci\, as a political body, will promote appropriate measures to tranolate the
Programme into specific action and will assist the Secretary-General and the
General Assembly in keepina proqress ~nder review and urges both recipient and
donor countries to take effective steps towards the Proqramme's implementation. We
hope the recipient countries will accelerate the needed policy reforma and
investments in the agricultural sector, while t~e international cornmunity cQmmits
itself to makina every effort to provide sufficient resources to support and
supplement the African development effort. The particularly difficult l'ituation of
most "frican countri<ls makesit incumbent upon the international commullity to
mobilize all the assistance it can in their favour.

8. We reiterate the unconditional rejection of a11 forms of apartheid and racial
di scrimina t ion.

111. REGIONAL AND INTERREGIONAL CO-OPERATION

9. We endorse the recommendations of ~he Council's reqional consultations, held
durinq the first half of 1986 in Dakar, New Delhi, Guanqzhou and BU6nOS Aires, in
support of strenqthening reqional and interreqional co-operation.

10. The ministerial Colloquium held at Dakar from 30 January to 1 February 1986
identified areas for technical co-ope~ation where sianificant lmmediate progress ls
feasib1e. It also recommended tha~ ~ffort~ to expand economlc and trade
co-operation focus initially on two areaSl I~l the harmonization of foad and
ilaricultural policie~, especially prlee poll~ie8 and the protection of Leqiona1
markets, and lb) the development of prefer~ntial mechanisms to increase
intra-Africa trade in agricultura1 products and re1ated inputs. Strenathened
co-operation wi11 alGO reouire the reorqanization of reqional lnstitutions.

11. The Council's Asia/Africa workghops, held at New Delhi and Guangzhou in
May 1986, hav~ demonstrated the considerable potential for South-South co-operation
in Aupport of African foad and development objectives. The majority of the
priodty areas for co-operation identifled at these policy exchanges have been
incorporated ln the Unlted Nations Prograrnme for African Economic Recovery and
Developmerll 1,186-1990. The Council'& supportina role ln these areas should
initially flX:":"~ on a continuati,m of the exch ..mae of experience in aaricultural
~olicies and strateaies, as well as a transfer of technoloqy, particularly in the
field of irriqation and in other areas relevant to foad production. We call on the
donar communit~ to facilitate, with appropriate fin ,ncial support, co-operation
hetween Africa and other developina reqions.

12. At the BuenOE Aires Consultation, held in April 1986, Latin American and
Caribbean Ministers explored practical ways of encouraainq reqional co-operatlon ln
foad tracle and foad secur1ty, such as the initiative of the Presidents of Argentina
and Uruguay for a reoional treaty for asslstance in emerqency foad situations. The
Minister o dlso emphasized their countries' efforts to protect the foad and
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nutrition levels of low-income people durinq the difficult periad of economic
adjustment. The World Food Council waa requ.at.ed to br inq th~ critica! problems
that affect ~he agricultural economy of the countriea o[ th~ region to the
attention of th~ induatri~lized countries and th. international financial and
credit orqanizationa. Furthermore, the Council waa requeated to point out with the
greateat poasible emphaaift the destructive effects of the unfair and atrongly
protectionist trade practicea employed by the dev.loped countries on the praduction
ayatema of the developinq countries, and the need for the former to introduce
draatic adjustments in their agricultural policiea.

IV. I~}ERNATIONAL FOOD-TRADE PROBLEMS

13. The Council made a brcad survey o[ the problema that currently affe~t the
international aaricultural commodity market.. The Council noted with concern that
the pre••nt agricultural trade .ituation, marked by structural surpluses, ~rowinq

protectioniam, helivy subsidios and distortion. in the uae of reaources, was not in
the interest of developed or developinq countrlea. Far the developlng countries,
it also constituted a serious conatraint on their nutrition and development
objective.. In the search for solutiona, however, the countriea maintain diverqent
paints of view, pr1ncipally because they find themselves in r~latively different
poaition. in this regard.

14. The Council also reguested that the po.sibility nf continulnq these
discussions in the Council be examined by the different parties c~ncerned, in
particular with r89ard to the relationship betwe~n problems of trade and
aqricultural development. There was conaideration of the possibility that the
report of these diacussions be made available to the General Aqreement on Tariffa

I and Trade (GATT), the competent body with regard to trade problems, but there were
many reaervations and general aqreement could not be reached.

V. STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF '!HE COUNCIL

15. We discuaged practical measures to strengthen the role of the Council. In
this, we were aaaisted by the recommendation. of an advisory group appointed by the
S~retarY-General of the United Nations in consultation with the Council's
President, and we wish to thank the members of that advisory body for their work.

16. There was consensus that the Council is playinq a unique political role at the
ministerial level and should continue to do so within its existina mandate.

17. The Council should continue to be a political catalyst, a forum for disc~ssion

of policy ideas and proposals, throuqh its role of monitoring world foad problems.
It was recoqnized that the Council should not have an operational role but should
continue to play its role in stimulating action. Tite manda te and terms of \:he
Council as approved by the General Assembly should not be amended, but every effort
should be made to strengthen the Council through l.mprovement8 in its orqanhation,
proqrammes and method of work, within the framework of it8 term8 of reference,
keeping in view the current budgetary constrainte.

18. We endorse the necessity of ensuring the individual identity of the Counr:iJ..
We also endorse the proposals of the advisory group to improve co-operation with
other United Nations bodies and orqanizations. Also, we feel that the Cour.~il

ahould acqulre more visibility in the United Nation8, by havina its Pre~ident

'port directly ln plenary se8810ns of the General AS8embly.
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19. He 8upport th••ffortR of th. Pr ••ldent to lnvolv. th. Counel1'. Bur••u 1I0r.
c1o••1y ln a••urlnq th. contlnulty and thru.t of Counel1 aetlvltl•• b.tv••n .nnu.l
8e8810n8. Bur.cu member. are lnvlted to prOBOt. lnltlatlv•• and •••tlnq. vhleh
coneern thelr reqlon'. food ;ecurlty.

VI. THE OOUNCIL'S PUTURE WORK PROGRAMME

20. In .upport 01 th. Unlted N.tl.on. Proqre... of AeUon for Afrlean Bconolllle
Recovery ard Dev.1opm.nt 1986-1990 and th••flort. 01 eountrl.. ln oth.r reglo~. to
meet their food ~ojective., th. Counel1 vl11 eontlnu. to pro-at. n.tlon.1 .nd
reqlona1 f'Y~ ~trateql•••nd vl11 lnten.lly lt. eltort. to lIlObl1la. po11tle.l .nd
financial ¡P;\'P;''Ol't tor the lood .nd .qrieu1tur. eompon.nt of th. Proqr_lIl.. In
partieu1ftr, !t vill •••k to adv.ne. progr ••• ln erltleal .r••••uch •• ln
inve.tment, r~geareh, foed poliey and proqr.... m.nag....nt .nd ln.titutlon bul1dl0Q.

21. The recommendnUon. of the Couneil'. rec.ntly conc1udad region.l ....Ung.
8uqqe.t apecifle area. lor lurther .etlon. The .ecr.t.rl.t 1. requ••ted to
inve.tiqate proapect. lor reglona1 and South-South eo-op.ratlon.

22. Th. Counel1 i••peclfle.l1y eone.rned .bout th. con.~u.nc•• 01 ~ono.lc

adjustment moa.ur.s lor the lood and nutrltlon 1.v.1. 01 low-incom. qroupe. Th.
secretarlat ahculd report on th. ad.quacy 01 ongolna .etlvltl.. ln thl. r ••1m .nd,
if nece.sary, suqqeat apecltlc areas vh.r. Counel1 lnltlatlve ..lqht be ot ben.llt.

23. The Counel1 r~u.ata th. aecr.tarl.t to 10110w atudl.. und.rt.k.n by th.
Unlted Nations Centre and Comml••10n on Tr.n.n.tlona1 Corpor.tlon. and oth.r
eoneernad bodle. on the actlvltle. 01 tr.n.n.tlonal eorporatlona ln th. food .ector.

* * *
24. On the ocea.lon of the tv.lfth ••••1on of th. Wer1d Food Councl1, v. vl.h to
exprea. our warm••t gratltud. to Mr. Maurlc. J. Wl111.... , vho, •• Bxecutlv.
Dlreetor, has mo.t ably qulded the work 01 th. Councl1 for th. p••t ~lqht year••
Hls dedleated and untlrlnq 1ead.ranlp durlnq thl. oft.n dlflicult p.riod h••••rned
our hlqhe.t e.te.... Our .1neer. qood vl.h.. qo vlth hll1 at thl. juncture ln hl.
dlstinquishe<! career.

* * *
~5. These eone1u.lons and recommend.tlon. v.r. adoptad by th. Counel1 by
consensu8, vith a numb.r of countrl.. pl.elng on record r •••rv.tlon••• follow.l

Paraqraph 3, 1ast .ent.ne.. Au.trali., the P~er,l R.publle of G.rmeny, th.
Unlted Stat.s oC Amerlca .nd th. Alric.n .nd L.tin Am.rie.n ~roupe of Counel1
members, paragraph 13, 1a.t s.ntene.. Arg.ntlna, Br••il, Hondura. and M.xleo,
paraqraph 1~1 Ma:l, par.gr.~h. 11, 18 and 19. Chlle, paraqraph 18.
Araentina, Braail, Bu1qarl., the Germen Democr.tle R.publle, Hondura., M.xleo
and the Union of Soviet Socia11.t R Jub1ie. r ••erv. thelr po.itlon vith reqard
to the Couneil Pee.ldent'. direct r ~rtlnq ln p1en.ry ••••1on of the G.n.ral
As.embly, paragr.ph 19, la.t ••nt.nc.. Bra.l1 and Mexlco, paraqraph 21.
Araentina, Braal1, Hondu~a••nd Mexleo.

26. The elarifieation. that v.r. provlded by .a.. d.1eqat\on. on th.lr
reservations are recordad ln p.rt ~wo, par.gr.ph 79, 01 thl. reporto
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CHAPTErt 1

ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

l. The twelfth ministerial session of the World Food Council was held at the
headquarters of the Food and Aqriculture Orqanization of the United Nations (FAO)
in Rome from 16 to 19 June 1986. It waa opened by the Pre.ident of the World Food
Council, Mr. Henri Nallet. At the openinq ceremony, a mes8age from the
Seeretary-General of the United Nations wae read. Statements were a180 made by the
Director-General of FAO, Mr. Edouard Snouma, and by the Pre8ident of the Council
(see account of proceedings under ch3pter 11).

A. Membership of the Council

2. At the time of the eeesion, the Council coneieted of the following 36 States.
Antiqua and Barbuda,*** Arqentina,* Australia,*** Bangladesh,~** Brazil,**
Bulqaria,** Burundi,* Canada,** Central African Republic,* Chile,* China,** Cate
d'Ivoire,** Cyprus,*** Dominican Republic,*** Finland,* France,* German Demoeratic
Republic,*** Germany, Federal Republic of,*** Guinea,*** Honduras,*** Hunqary,*
Iraq,* Italy,* Japan,* Kenya,** Mali.,*** Mexico,** Morocco,* Pakiatan,* Somalia,***
Sri lanka,*· Thailand,** Turkey,** Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,*** United
Statea of America** and Zambia.**

*

**

***

Term of off ice expires or. 31 Deeember 1986.

Term of off ice expires on 31 Deeember 1987.

Term of off ice expires on 31 Deoember 1988.

Attendance

3. The aeseion was attended by representatives of all member States of the
Council.

4. Observere from the followinq Statee non-membere of the Council were preeent.
AfQhaniatan, Austria, Belqium, Burma, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Cong~, Coeta Rica,
Cuba, Denmark, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Gabon, Greece. Holy See, India, Indoneaia,
Iran (Islamic Republic ol), Ireland, Ierael, Republic of Korea, Lebanon, Liberia,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagaec~r, Malawi, Malayeia, Netherl~nds, Nicaragua,
Niqer, Niqeria, Norway, Oman, Panama, ~eru, Philippinee, Portugal, Rwanda, Seneqal,
Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerlanó, TuniRia, Uganda, Onited Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Irel~nd, United Republic of Tanzania, Venezuela, Yugoslavia and Zaire.

5. The following United Nations bodies and specialized agencies were
represented: Worl~ Food PrOQramme (WFP), Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refug~e8, International Labour Organisation, FAO, World Bank and
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD).

6. Observers from the followinq intergovernmental orqanizatio~s were present.
African Development Bank, Commonwealth Seeretariat, European Economic Community,
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Council of European Comrnunitiea and arganiaation for 8conr,rnic Co-operation and
Developrnent:.

7. Obaervera were also present frorn the following non-qovernrnental
orqanizationsa lnternational Alliance of Women, lnternational Catholic Rural
Association, Internation61 Cornmiaaion on Irriqation and Dr&inage, lnternational
Council of Voluntary Agencies, lnternational Federation of Aqricultural Producere
and World Council of Churchea.

C. Officers

8. The followinq officer.s of the Council were preaent.

Preaidenta Mr. Henri Nal~.t (France)

~~-Pre8ident. Mr. Yovtcho Rouseev (Bulqaria)

Mr. Rou88ev was also deeiQnated Rapport~ur.

D. "qenda

9. The Councl1 adopted the following agenda (WFC/198~/1) for the sesaion.

l. Openlng of the session and adoption of the agenda.

2. Africe's traneition to food-ce~tred development.

3. Strengthening the Council's future role and proqramme.

4. Other topics reque8ted by the Councila

(a) Reporta of the workehops in Latin Am.rica and the caribbean and on
regional co-operation in Africa,

(b) Review of origins and pos&ible Bolutions to instability in
international foad tr~de,

(c) Consideration af the role al transnational corporations ln the foad
sector.

5. Concluslons and recornmendations for the General Assernbly.

E. ~umentation

10. The documents before the .es8ion are 11sted in the annex to the pres~nt reporto
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CHAPTE~ 11

ACCOUNT OF ?ROCEEDINGS

A. Openinu s~atements

11. In a messaae read by the Executive Director of th~ World Food Council, the
Secretary-Gpneral of the United Nationa ~aid that although the global food
situation jn 1986 was better than it was :.Ihen the Council was created, the
challenae before the Council had not dimi~ished. The Council was meetina at a time
of qrowinq trade conflicts between major ara1n exporters, as a result of
over-aupply in exportinq countries and under-demand in importinq countries. At the
aame time, the problem of hunqer and malnetrition remained acute beeause many
people in the world still had no access to toad. The Council still carried a heavy
reaponsibility in mobilizina the necess3ry political g~]will and advising
aovernments and international aaencies 011 the adequacy and coher"Jtnc~ of their
efforta to renolve world foad problema.

12. The Secretary-General commended the World Food Council on the s&ries of
regional meetings it had held in 1986 at Dakar, Buenos Aires, New Oelhi and
Guangzhou. He said that such regional me-.tings, which enabled policy makers to
~xchange experience, represented an ori01n81 approach by the Council that should be
continued. The momentum must be maintained in advancinq regional integration and
South-South co-operation in the foad secto~.

13. Turnina to the fragile economies ot Arriea, the Secretary-General welcomed the
approach of integrated foed strategies adopted oy many African countries with the
support of the Council. He emphaaized th~ Ileed for the entire United Nations
syst~m to implement effectively the Uniteá N&tions Programme of Action for Afriean
Recovery and Dev~lopment 1986-1990 (G~neral Assembly resolution A/S-13/2), which
had just been adopted by the Assembly at 1ts special session on the critical
economic situation in Africd. Since the Programme of Action placed central
priority on food and agriculture and its Auccess would depend on donors supporting
the dom~stic reforms undertaken by Afric~n countries, the World Foad Council had a
key role to play in itA implementation.

14. In his statement, the Director-General of FAO, Me. Edouard Saoum~,

conqratulated Mr. Gerald Ion Trant on his ~ppointment as the new Exeeutive Director
of the Council and assured him of the col1aboration of FAO. He also paid tribute
to the outaoina Executive Director, Mr. Maurice J. Williams, for his many years of
devoted service.

15. ReealUna the political nature of ·~e Council, Mr. Saouma sald that it could
play an important role ln broadenina the ;>oli tica1 consensus, maintaini .... th~

political impetus and mobl11zinq greater re~ources ln support of lnltiatives taken
by the speciallzed agencies. Food was a vital question and the Council miqht wish
to launch an appeal for this sector and for the multilateral aqencles concerned
with it to be eonsidered a priority tarqet for relaxation of budqetary reatrictions.

16. Turninq to the world foad situation" !1Y. Saouma said that the Councii.., as a
polltlcal body, should sensitize the world to the astonishinq paradox of the
existence of huge foad stocks simultaneous~y with increasing hunqer. He reminded
the Council that in the case of Afriea, degpite improvements in the foad situation
of many countries, exceptional emergency food ~id was still needed this year in at



leaBt Bix countries and he appealed to donorB to fin~nce triangular tranBactionB to
enable the BurplueeB produced in soma African countries to be ueed to meet deficite
in othere. He alBo recalled the United Natione Programme of Action for African
necovery and Development 1986-1990, and Btressed the need to look beyond emergency
and enBure the long-term rehabilitation and development of the African economies.
In order to eneur~ growth and fight povetty, hunqer and malnutrition, it was also
necessary to increaae the trade of developinQ countries by eneuring price Btability
and market accees for their products.

17. In his statement, the President of the Council, Mr. Henri Nallet, gaye a brief
repo~t of the Council's actiYities during the past year, and said it was a
remarkable record. These activities included the preparation of the report of the
Advisory Group, the orqanization of four regional seminars and ~ workshop on
agricultural Btatistics, Bureau meetings held in Paris, Rome and Buenos Aires, and
the Council'e contribution to the speeial session of the United Nations General
Assembly on the critical economic situation in Africa.

18. Mr. Nallet said that most siqnificant were the regional seminars and
meetings. He wa8 imprf'ssed by the goad ministerial participation in Dak,j[ and
BuenoS Aries and the excellent orientation of the exchanges of experienc~ that had
taken place in New Delhi and Guanqzhou. The seminar approach had proved as useful
for the exchange of expe,ience and the transfer of techniques on a South-South
basis as for the study of regional or subregional problems by political authorities
from the participatinq countries.

19. Mr. Nallet observed that the political nature of the Council must be
strengthened. He underlined the value of active partieipation by Ministers and top 1

officials of agricultural ministries to the success of its work. Moreover, he .
stressed that the Council st,ould continue to be selective, concentratinq on a few
priority issue8 at a time beeause it could not addrer.s at once all the problemR
presented to it by member States.

20. Mr. Nallet welcomed the appointment of Mr. Gerald Ion Trant (who was not
present because of illness) as the new Executive Director of the World Foad
Council. He thanked Mr. Maurice J. Williams for havinq accepted to stay on for the
current session.

q. General debate

l. Africa's transition to ~-centred deyelopment

21. The main topic of discuBsion at the twelfth session was the foad crisis facing
Africa. To help focus discuBsion, the Council had before it the followinq four
documents: "Conclusions of the Colloquium on Regional Co-operation and Foad
Strategies in Airica" (WFC/1986/2), "Report of the Workshop on Exchange of
Experience Between African and Asian Food Policy-Makers" (WFC/1986/3), "Programme
for Recovery in Africa, the imperative of food-centred development" (WFC/1986/4),
and "Summary report and conclusions of the Workshop on Statistics in Support of
African Food Strategies and Policies" (WFC/1986/4/Add.l).

22. The topic waB introduced by the Executive Director, who reported on the
thirteenth speeial session of the General Assembly, devoted to the critical
economic situation ln Africa, held in New York fro~ 27 May to 1 June 1986. The
Assembly had adopted the United Nations Proqramme af Actlon for Afriean Economic
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Recovery and Development 1986-1990 (resolution A/S-13/2). The Proqramme vf Aetion
was based on a recoqnition that the Afr1ean crisis is both an Afriean problem a~d a
world problem and its solution requires a new pattern of development eo-operativo
based on a part~ership of mutual understanding amonq Afriean eountries themselves,
and between them and the rest of the world. Its central feature was a eommitment
by Afriean Covernments to a development patterr. centred on foad and agrieulture and
an undertaking by the international eommunity to support Afriea's efforts.

23. In keepinq with its priority f~us on foad and aqrieulture, the ?roqramme
inel~ded a number of specifie proposals of direct relevanee to the Couneil, sueh as
measures to eombat foad emerqeneies, establish foad security arrangements, inerease
foad production, improve erop and animal husbandry praetie~s, and aSBi8t 8mall
farmers, especially women and youth, to become more efficient foad pr,1ducers. It
reflected many af the Couneil's own eonclusions and recommendations durinq the Pdst
year, as well as in earlier years.

24. The Exeeutive Director recall~ that at lts eleventh session the Couneil had
decided to devote priority efforts to food s~~ategy development for economie
reeovery in Africa, and had also undertaken to encourage regional and interreqional
co-operation in resolvinq Afriean foad problems. In pursuit of these priorities,
the secretariat orqanized three majar aetivities: the Colloquium on Reqional
Co-operation and Food Strateqies in Afriea, held at Dakar, the workshop on Exchanqe
of Experience between Afriean and Asian Foad poliey-Makers, held at New Delhi and
GuanQ3hou, China, and the Workshop on Statistiea in Support of Afriean Food
Strateqies and policies, held at Brussels. The conclusions and reeommendations of
these meetings were before the Council for consideration. It was gratifying to
note that the bulk of the concluBions and recommendations have been ineorporated in
the programme of Action for Afriean RECOyery and Development 1986-1990, adopted by
the General AS8embly at ita thirteenth speeial ses8ion.

2. Role of the world Food Couneil in the 1mplementation of the
United Nationa Programme of Action for Afriean Economic
Recovery and Development 1986-1990

25. The Min1sters diseus8ed how best lo pursue priority questions 1n foad and
agriculture at the national, regional and international levels, and how the world
Food Council should exert its efforts in support of action at these levels. The
prablem was no longer one of priorities but of implementation.

26. A number of specific aet10n propasals relevant to the work of the Council were
discu.sed. These incIuded the immediate measures to deal with foad ~mergencies and
the establie~ment af improved foad seeurity arranqementa. A wider number of
medium-term proposal. for increasinq foad produetion, the development and use of
improved crop and animal husbandry technalogies and more effective market and priee
incentives were discu8sed, on the basis af specific eountry experience with recent
food and agricultural pulicy adjustments. Emphasis was plaeed on the need ta
.trenqthen research on farminq-systems technoloqies and development services to
small farmers, especially women.

27. All delegates aqreed that the Programme of Action proYided ~ solid frame for
Iaunehinq the proc.eA of implementation, and that the world Food Cauncil faced the
task af heIping African Coyernmente to implement the mutuaIly-agreed foad sector
prioritie. by concrete and accelerated assistance in support of foad strategies and
polieies.
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28. While a number of countries have made promising proqr. ••• with rec.nt foad
strategies and related policies, these .ffort. need to be .cc.l.r.ted. Pollcy
development and adjustments vary from country to country, .nd includ. th. provi.ion
of remunerative prices to producers, th. reduction ~f .ub.idi•• , th. cr ••tion of
more efficient marketing mechanisms, great.r .ffort. in .d.ptiv. r ••••rch .nd w.t.r
man.g.ment and sometim.s major reorientation of rural in.titution••nd
administrations to mobilize the energiee ol the farm.re th.m••lv.. in th.ir own
development process. Many delegates proposed that th••ecr.tariat .hould
co-ordinate preparation of policy guidelin.s for lurth.ring load .tr.tegi•• with
African Governments and donor organizatione.

29. The UNDP round tablee and World Bank consultativ. group. w.r•••en a.
important forums in which to focus ~n policy and in.titutional adju.tment., publia
i"vestments in foad and agriculture and nec•••• ry .xt.rr'l.. l r.eourc••upport. lt
was suggested that the Council would review with th. Morld Bank .nd ~DP th.
question of how best to assist thoee countries not cov.red by round tabl•• or
consultative groups in the preparation and implementation of th.ir national
ree~very and eeonomic development plans and proqr.mm•••

30. The Ministers .greed that meehanisms for assistanc. co-ordination .hould not
be used by donor countries aa. a meana of int.rlerinq or .x.rting pr .....r. on
reeipient countriee to the detriment of their sov.r.ign right to ••t d.v.lopment
priorities of their own choice.

31. Many delegates referred to the importance ol debt r ••tructuring lor mo.t
afflicted African countries, liberalization of loed trad. a.~ .upport ol .xpended
South-South co-operation. Several delegates etrees6d th. import.nc. ol putting
agricultuca¡ trade on the "fast track" of upcoming multil.t.ral tr.d. neqotietion.
in GATT. The majority of delegates, both from indu.trl.1laed .nd d.v.loping
countries, stressed the negative effeets on th.lr economie. of th. curr.nt tr.d.
cor rontation between the industrialized countriee.

32. The Ministers noted with satisfaction th. proclamation by th. G.ner.l A....bly
of 1986 as the lnternational Year of Pe.ce and r.aflirmed th.ir convictlon that th.
safequard of peace and the promotlon of int.rnation.l .ecurity w.r. pr.r~ui.it••
for creating favourabl. conditions for agricultur.l production and th. eolutlon of
the food problem. They agreed that the abolition of hung.r .nd pov.rty and th.
meeting of mankind's growing foed r~uir.ment. w.r. glob.l problem., th••uce••• ful
solution of which would be promoted through th. t.rminatlon ol th. arma r.c••nd
the substantial reduction of the military .xp.nditur•• of all atat•••

3. Food-centred rlev.lopment

33. There vas much debate on further Council action in implementing th. provi.ion.
of the Programme of Action for foad-centrad development. A numb.r of ar.ae w.re
seen by the Ministers as specifically important.

34. First, there was wide agreement that ae.istanc. to African countri.e in the
accelerated formulation or refinement and sustaine, mplement.tion ol th.ir foad
strategies needed to be stepped up. In thls contex~, e.v.ral Mini.t.r. pointed to
the need for speeial training assistance in improving national foad d.t••yet.m.
and foed policy analysis capacities. Greater assistence in etr.ngth.ning
countrles' own capabllitles in foad sector plannlng and th. men.g.m.nt ol policy
lmplementatlon was requlred.
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3S. Second, a11 aqreed on the need to improve further the effeetivene•• of aid and
to mobilize additional resouree. - both domeetic and external - for meeting fOLd
objectivee. Many Ministers felt that, as African Go~etnment. are viqorou.ly movinq
on reatructurinQ their foad and aqricult"'ral polieiee and proqrammee, oflicial
development assistance should be tailored te enhanee and compl.ment their efforta
durinQ the next Bve yeats or crucial poUcy traneition. Donore ahould not tr" to
impose their pelictes on Arrican countriea a. a condition for aid.

36. Thi;d, the Miniaters welcomed the Council'. initiative_ on regional and
interreqional co-operation and atresaed thát the Council ehould follow up ita work
on facilitatino such interreqional co-operation on foed, including conaideration of
the areas of assistance in poll~y and management traininq, amall farmer-oriented
aqricultural l'esearch, amall-scale irriqatlon, water Illanaqement, dry-land farming
techniques and manaqement of co-op~ratlvee.

17. Fourth, rnany deleqates felt that., ae an org.n of the United Natione General
Asse~b1y, the Counci1 shou1d play a key role in the monitorinq and appraisal ot
proqress in the implementation of th. foad policy ~nd progra.me componente of the
united Nati~nR Programme of Action for African Economic Reeovery and Development
1986-1990. oq eS8 in increasinq foad pr~uction and reduring hunqer and
malnutrition should be continuouely monitored by the Council. Reportinq in thia
area cou1d be based on country reports by national load-etrategy plannerR, and ~rom

prOQress on foad policy adjuatmenta and proqrammee ae co~ . Ldered in the countr~G4'

con~ultatlve foruma. The aim would be to review pr~ree. and the apeeial probleme
that Governments face ln foad strategy imp1ementation. A number ot delegatee aleo
pointed to the need to a8s1st in evaluatinQ the impact and coet effectlveneea ot
and experience with foed emergency operatione by varioue bilateral and multilateral
aqencies.

'8. To achieve economic recovery in At.ica, the Minietere etr.eeed the need lor
,~müfiütíatin~ qíeatef effectivenesa in reaource u.e throuqh bettet manaQemen~ and
innovative aqricultural programmea and more eerioue aid co-ordination. Thie will
become even I1lúre crucial when African Governmente pre.e ahead with meeting their
declared qoal of allocatlng 20 to 25 per cent ot public expenditur•• to inveetment
in foad and aQriculture. At the eame time, it ~ae "idely pointee! out that African
Coulltr ies would also need more for.ign exchanqe resaurc.e, much ot which would
initiallv have to come frcm increaaed aid and debt relief arrangemente. COmbining
increased domestio inveetm~nt with additional external resovroee waa eeen ae an
essential step, befo~e any sianificant move could be made trom deelarad objectlvea
to meaninqful implementation of atructural foed and nutritional policy reforme.

39. Sorne deleqat10na emphaeiZed that a qenuine eolution to the problem of
overoominq hunqer and economic backwardnee. ln Atrica requlred an inteqrated
approach to s~io-economic development, a development that includPd
industria1izatlon aa the baaio ~f an 1ndependent national eeonomy. Account muet
also be taken of the external factor that impede A!>:ica'e development. All the.e
elements should be aeen in their entirety. The de" ...lopment oi the toed induetry
and of aqriculture ia part cf it and cannot be eeen divorced trom those other
aspects of Africa's development.

40. In thts contttx~, deleqat:iona condemned in particular the poUcy of
d 'stabilizatlon pursued by the racist r6qime of South Alrica againat the economlee
of the States of southerl. Atrica.
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41. The Council h<~"l!iqhted the r.ecesBity of impleldentinq those General Assembly
resolutions that co.,demn all measure.3 of economic coercion, .!.!!!.!L.!!!!., in fooc:'l ale!
and trade.

42. Many deleqationo considered that the solution af the foed orOblem in the
developinq countr iftn vas posaible only vi thin the restructuring of international
ecunomic relatione and striet Observance of the Charter of Economle Rlghta and
Outies of 5tates, trH! Oaclaration on the Establishment of a Nev International
Economic Order and the International Oevelopment Strateqy for the 1980s.

43. Sorne deleqationa expressed the view that lnteqrated development of the
productive forees ()f e!eveloping nationa, ba~ed on the lmplementatlon of profoune!
loclo-economic transformatlon, the ellmination of obsolete forms of lane! ovnerahip
and cultivatiorl, the realization of proqressive agrarian reforms, the eradieation
of aH forms of colonial ane! neo-colonial oppresBion ane! raciam ane! the abolition
of domination by transnational corpo~Jtion8, should serve as the maln instrument
for puttinq an end to hunger and malnutrition in developing countries.

4. Regional co-operation and foed ntrategies

44. Concftrninq Afl: ican regional eo-o~~(ation and the eonclusions of the Dakar
Colloquium the Ministers stressed th6 substantial ecope for exploitinq the
~otential of regional complementarities in fooc:'l production and trade vithin the
context of national foad policies and strategies. They emphasized the need for
creating a basis for COmmDn regional and 8ubregional action in the areas of
tran8port, agrlcultural research and t r ainlng, the role of women in foad
production, anti-desertification activities to strengthen productive capacity and
exchanqe af information on foad surpluses in various African countrie8. Deleqates
also suqqested t:,at exploitation of under-utilized regional economic capacity could
be enhanced by "trilateral co-operation" in foad trade and aid arranqements.

45. Many deleqates strongly encouraqed the Council's aecretariat to organize
follow-up activities in this area, but ",·un9d that intra-regional trade ahould not
take place to the detriment of traditional trade with deve'~ped countrles.

5. Strengthenlng South-~outh co-operation

46. The Workshop on Exchange of Experience between Afriean ~nd Asian Food
Policy-Makers, held in New Delhi and Guangzhou in May 1986, vas vieved ad a
significant milestone in South-South co-operation and the Ministers expressed the
hope that this would be only a fi/:,,¡t step towards a more extensive South-South
collaboration in the f00d sector.

47. Oelegates noted that the budqetary and politicsl support given to the
agricultural seclor by China and India had contributed significantly to the
remarkab1e increase in foad production over the past de<.'~de. :logans callinq for
food self-sufficiency had become reali~y through increased investment in the roed
sector and the deployment of manpower and institutional resources to meet the needs
of small farmers. 80th countries had made biq strides in irrigation technoloqy,
water resource management and indigenous research capacity. It was recognized that
the reso1ution of food problems in Africa would depend not only on clearly outlined
national food strateqies but on necess8ry policy reforms and internat10nal Bupport.

-15-



48. Sorne deleqations emphasized the importance of the co-operativa and publi~

Rectors for enhancinq foad production and overcominq malnutrition.

49. The Council emphasized the importance of rapid human re.ourc•• development, a.
wel~ as of the application of science and technology in aqricultural productiC'n and
foad processinq fOl increasinq the .elf-reliance of developinq ooontriee.

50. Reference was made by a number of deleqate. to tho.e .p~ific ar~a. of
South-South co-operation identified in the united Nation. Proqramme of Aetion for
African Eeonomic Recovery and Oevelopment 1986-1990. In thi. re.pect, coneern was
expressed abOut follow-up given the limited finaneial reeoureae of the davalo~ing

countries, and the Council waa urqed to play an a~tive rola in mobilizing the
neceR8ar~ resources from the international community. An expaneion of triangular
co-operation was call~ for, which would entail the linkaga of A~ian technical and
manpower skills relevant to Africa's foad sector development with financial
assistance from developed countries, multilat&ral aqencies euch as UNOP and the
world Bank, and non-qovernmental orqanizations.

51. It was qenerally agreed that the scope for South-South co-operation Wft8

considerab~e, not only bilaterally but al.o multilaterally. Several deloqations
mentioned specific areas where their individual countri~~' exp.rt~ea might
contribute to the development and amelioration of Africa'. foad and a~rieultura

sector, and the Council waa requeated to co-ordinate the neceeeary follow-up.

~2. Sorne deleqates also expressed their appreciation to the Couneil and the
European Economic Community (EEC) for havinq oraanized the workehop on ·Statietica
in 8upport of African foad strateqies and policie.", held in Bru.8e~. in May 1986.
They supported such efforts aa an important componant in improvina th~ anaiytieal
and decision-makinq eapecity of African countries and hoped that the
recommendations from the workshop could be quickly implemented by all coneerned.

53. The Deputy Oirector-General of the Oevelopment Commis~ion of tha European
Communities pointed to the remarkablc efforte mada by African Governmant. in
adjustinq their economies and introducinq ~)licy change. in foed and agricultura in
the liqht of internatiollal econoll,lC' er ises and the ser ious drought eHect. A
review of the EEC experience in supporting the ímplementation of food security
proqrammes in the first four Afriean eountries indicated four principal
requirementa for successful co-operation.

~4. First, Governments needed to define more clearly th@ interrelated objectives
~nd priorities for the food sector. Second, the foad strateqy must f¿t into the
la raer macro-economic developmdnt poliey frame of the country. Thlcd, un~er the
lead~rship oí the Government concAtned, a flexible but strenqthened mech' n1sm for
airl co-ordinatiofl and consultation was needed. Foucth, donors must supp..>rt local
efforts by making available finanee and tec"nical ase1stance in a flexible form
adapted to specific needs.

ss. It was pointed out ~hat emphasis was on adjustinq foad policies ~nd .tratoqies
in favour af small-holder production, grass-roots initiatives and tnti buildinQ of
more effectl.ve 8upport services. Special efforts were made to integrate ~hd use af
foad aid with generated counterpart funds in technical and resource a••i.tan~e
proqrammes. The EEC IIlso welcomed the CouncU 's Dakar initiativer on regional
38pects of foad strateqy implementation in Africa and stood ready to a8.i.t Africlln
countries within the frarnework of the Lom' Convention to develop and strengthen
their reqional co-operation.
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6. Role of .xt~rnal r ••ourc•• , includinQ foad aid

56. OurinQ the debate, eeveral aqenCie. hriefed the Mtniate,a about their plan.
and activities in support of Africa'. reeovery .frorta ~nd other mattera of
interent t~ the Council.

~7. Mr. Jame. lngram, th. Exeeutive Director of WFP, atreased the need for foed
aid to be accepted a. a development re.ource complementary to financi.l and
technical d88istance and oongruent with the development framework of individual
reeipient countrles. WFP w•••pon.orinq food-for-work project. in the are•• of
irrlqation, reafforeatation, .oil conaervation, rural lnfraatructure and
enhancement ol human resourc•• a,d thi. was quite in line with the "foad-centred"
development called for at the recent apeeial session of the General Aa.embly.

58. He 8aid that Atriea would dep.nd heavily on foad aid for the foreseeable
future. lt required a sound conceptual approaeh that ensured that it wa.
8upportive of, r8ther than detrimental to, the development proc.... WFP
consistently evaluated it. work and sought innovative ways of uaing foad aid to
promote foad production and combat the underlyinQ causes of hunqer and poverty.

59. The Vice-Pre.ident of IFAD, Mr. Donald S. Brown, atreased that,
notwith8tandinq the aucee••ful completion of neqotiations on the .econd
replenishment of the Fund, .teps mu.t be taken to reinforce the Fund'a financial
ability to carry on ita critical role in increasinq foad production and all.viatinq
rural poverty. An .xpert group W68 con8iderinq the technical feasibility of
different approach•• to Jut future repleni.hment8 on a more predlctable ba.i. and
make IFAD financlally more .elf-supporting.

,n IFAD had been re.pondinq to Africa's qrowinQ cri818 in a variety of waya,
e •.,. throuqh increased .hare of lending t.O '''Jb-Saharan Afr ica, increaaed ~ttention

to major foad polie', and ln.titutional ls8ues, expanded co-operation with other
lnternational and multilateral aqencies, and adoption of specific measures to
lmprove project lmplementatlon and aceelerate loan disbursementa. In addition,
particular focus hed been placed on manpower development.

61. However, in the 1ight of Africa'a presslnq cequirementa and the reduced
reqular resources of IFAD, the Fund had establiahL~ a apeeial proqramme for
sub-Saharan Africsn countrle••ffectad by drouqht and deaertifieation, with tarqet
fundinq of $300 million. The programme, who8e principal objective 18 to help
Atriean smell-holders lay the toundatlon for sustained qrowth in foad production,
became operational ln May 1986. The Vice-Presldent of IFAD urqed membera of the
Couneil to support thla apeeial pcogramme, particularly in view of the fact that
the General Assembly at its .pecial .ellsion on ttle critical economic situation ln
Atrica had, in its re801utlon A/S-13/2, recoqnized its potential importance.

62. Mr. E. Schuh, the Director of Aqriculture and Rural Development of the World
Bank, explained the relevance of the recent Bolnl study entitled "Poverty and
Hunqerr laaues and Options tor Food Securlty in Developlnq Countrl.8~ to the
Bank's structural adjustment pollcy. While recent emphasis on reaource efficlency,
policy reforms and economlc ad)uatment had qenerally been qood for aqricul'-ure,
these po.1.1cleu had rahed toad priee. ~or pol1ticallY voletile ulban consumer",
with 8erioo9 nutrltional consequences tor the poor. Because of the political
lmportance of urben consumers, such reform measures were bound to be reai8ted. The
new policy study pcovlde6 policy quidelinea on how ~o addces8 nutrition and more
equitable foad s8Curity needs if rational agricultural pollcy adjustments were to
be 8u.:.:ce89fully introduced.
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63. The sLudy drew four principal conctusions. First, broad-bl1sed, equitable
economlc qrowth WI1S the ultimate solution to the foad s&Curity problem and, for
most countries, the key to such qrowth was the strenqtheninq of the aqricultural
sector. Second, policies that provided for cheap foad to urban consumers in the
name of f~i security tended to discriminate aqainst the majority ot the poor, who
were in the rural sector. Third, cost-effective toad and nutrition prOQrammes were
those that focused 011 the riqht tarqet population qroupA IIInd caused minimum
sacrifice to economic qrowth. Fourth, equltable ~'onomic qrowth need not mellln less
economic qrowth, as the very policies that improv~j ~he lot of the peor also
increased the rate of qrowth.

7. Food rolicies dnd strateqies in Latin America and the Caribbean

64. To introduce the discussion on the Ministerial Consultation on Food l~licies

and Strateqies in Latin America and the Caribbean, held at Buenos Aires from 1 to
3 April 1986, a deleqate of Arqentina read 11 messaqe frm Mr. Lucio Graciano Reca,
Secretary of ¡"l[ iculture, Livestock and Fisher ies of Arqentina, who is currently
Vice-President L'f the World Food Council for ttle Ll1tin American reqion. Mr. Reca
said that the existence of hunqer and malnutrition in a world of foed surpluses was
a violation of the riqht of every human beinq to an adequlllte dieto He emphasiz~l

the incompatihility oE protectionism and unfair trade practices, such as the heavy
5ubsidization of aqricultural products by developed countries, with demands for
fulfilment of deht-service obliqation~ As aqricultural exports play only a minor
role ln the economies of most develop countries, trade liberalization and
national aqr icultural pol1cy adjustments '.n those countr ies would entail relatively
small sacrifice, while they would assist qreatly in the qeneration of essential
resources for economic recovery in Latin America and the Caribbean. This would, in
turn, facilitate approaches to the solution of the debt problem and structural
adjustment implementation in the interest of both developed and develop'nq
countr ies.

6r,. The current crisis particularly called for a shift in policy attention to the
rural areas and for qreater national efforts by countries of the region to raise
food self· 'lfficiency lev~ls. National efforts combined with closer reqional and
Aubrec;ior.H co-operation in foad trl1de and foed security :=ould contt ibute
siqnlficlllntly to the reqion's economic independence. As a step in this directiol1,
the Presidenta of Arqentina and Uruquay had recently signed a declaratioll to
promote a treaty on regional assistance in foed emerqencies, which could serve as a
nodel for countries of the reqion.

66. nurinq the debate, deleq/ltes fltressed that the cllrrently prevailinq adjustment
policies ln many countries were havinq a temporary negative impl1ct on inoome and
employment levelfl thlllt could not be compensated in the short ter m by the propo;¡ed
structllral reformo It was recoqnizen that hunqer ls not a simple function o[
iiclequate Bupplies and th.,t nat ional foed strateqies should inclJde efforts to
ensure a more eqllitahle distribution of income that would allow th& affected
population to purchase food or provide it with the means to produce it.

67. As reoards the need for speedy implementation of food emerqency prngrammes to
help to alleviate hunqer and malnut"ition, countries should use the experience
alr eady ava ilable in the r eq ion ann expand foed tr ade amonq thptnflelves.
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68. International and reqional orqanizations for co-operation and financial bodies
were requested to promote the exchanqe of experience and to support direct foad
proqrammes. In particular, the international and regional financial and
co-operation orqanizations, such as the Inter-American Development Bank, the World
Bank, the International Monetary Fund, FAO, the Inter-American Institute oí
Agricultural Sciences and others, Hhould make a major effort to maximize the
combined impact of their available re30urces and to ensure increased assistance
flows to the reqion. Better co-ordination was essential to this end so as to avoid
duplication of activities and to focus on the solution of the foad security problem•

8. Trade and finance in foad and agriculture

69. There was a qenerl consensus that if exports from developing eountl ies were
restrieted, those countri~s would be less able to import the foad they needed ano
to develop their aqriculture, with a detrimental effect on t~e prospects of
reducing poverty and hunqer. It was emphasized that there was a simultaneous
situation of over-supply and under-demand in world markets. As a result, food
demand was weak, world priees were at low levels, and sur~luses aceumulated by
developed countries were beinq dumped on international markets with minimum reqard
to lona-term economic and foad security ramifications. ThuB, the capacity of
developinq countr ies to confront their foad problems h.l been hindered.

70. Sorne deleqations underscored the increasing interdependence of ~evelopment

partners. It was recoqnized that th~ present trend in international market
performance was unsustainable. Regardinq agricultural trade in particular,
developing countries and the world as a whole wouli benefit from improved market
access and could provide abasia for the launching ot adjustment policies that
allowed for both domestic expansion and debt servicina, including Ilccommodation oE
essential production, food-import proqrammes and expansion of capital investment in
foad and agriculture.

71. Many deleqations pointed out that foad transfers from developed eountries ­
involvinq both aid and trade - eould play a crucial role in those developina
countries that found it difficult to increase the per eapita produetion of food.
For many developinq countr ies, economic progress in domestic agr iculture was a
prerequisite t, overall economie qrowth. Sound economie relations between North
and South must be built , a less restrieted trade environment based on comparative
advantage and competitive prieing, and not on market sharina or on dumping.

72. The Ministers took note of the informat1on note (WFC/1986/8) by the Execu' ive
Director on the statu8 of research within United Nation~ dgeneies on the role of
transnational corporationA in foad and agriculture. Some of them wanted the United
Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations to continue to study the problems in
the fields indicated in paraqraphs 9, 10, 18, 23, 24 of the information note and
report to the World Food Council, at its fourteenth seBsion in 1988, on the status
of researeh on the role of transnational eorporations in food and agriclllture,
particularly takinq into aecount the adver~e impact oE transnational corporations'
aetivitieR on Ihe developing cOllntri~s.

73. 'rhe MiniBter for Aqr1culture of Italy, Mr. Filippo Maria Pandolf1, expressed
coneern abollt the inereasinq tensions in North-Sollth relationships as well as amonq
industrialized countries as a result of the present 1mbalanced load trade
situation. He argued that any proposed solutions to Lhe prohlem of surplllses wOllltl
he difficult to realize as they would ml'!an painflll adiustments for indllstrialized
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countrtte. However, he insisted, th~ world should still try to find new solutions
in which the European Community would ha~e a major role to play.

74. The Minister aaid that he certainly did not ignore all the critici8m of the
Euro~ean Community in third world countriea becauae of its common agricultural
policy and aubaidized exports. It would not be realistic to undereBtimate the
importance of those criticisms that tarniahed - in many minda - the good image
built up by the Community in recent year., thanka to its commitment to
development. It waa necessary to look for remedie., as any poatponement of the
problem would only make it more difficult to manage. He also atreased that no
solution would yield valuable results if the commitment and burden were not fairly
ahared out on a world scale between all the countries that w~re the very cause of
the phenomenon of surpluses and the enslling tr~de conflicto

75. There was general agreement among delegations that the appropriate forum to
deal with international trade issues in any detail was GATT. However, given the
political nature of the Council, some delegations stressed that the Council should
maintain contact with GATT and continue to make policy recommendations, ter1er
advtce and lend support to the new GATT round of negotiations.
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C¡:APTER 111

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL ro THE GENERAl, ASSEMBLY

76. The Bureau of the Council met three times during the year - in Paris, Rome and
Buenos Aires - and took important decisions regarding preparationa for and conduct
of the twelfth session. Partly because of the tight budqetary situation, the
Bureau decidid that the Council would not hold a preparatory meeting in Rome. It
also decided that during the ministerial session there would be no formal draftinq
group for the conclusions and recommendationp but that these would be drafted by
the president assisted by the Bureau in oonsultation with the regional groups an~

then submitted for discussion and approval by the council in plenary. At the end
of the session, some delegateB oomplained that the new procedure had made it more
difficult to reach agreement on the conclusions.

77. The oonclusions and recommendations presented to the plenary were adopted by
consensus. Some delegations indicated reservation on certain paraqraphs.

78. The African Group regretted that the need to reschedule the debt of developinq
countries was not included in the recomn,endations, as it constituted an imperative
for the developing countries in improving their export trade prospects.

Clarification of reservations

79. The text of the clarificati0ns g~ven with respect to the reservations recordad
at the end of part one, paragraph 26, of this r~port is reproduced below:

Argentina

Paraqraph 13: Eliminate the last sentence and, if necessary, replace it with: "In
the search for necessary solutions, countries expressed different
points of view on the means of confror,Ling the serious problems set
out above".

Paragraph 21: Replace the second sentence of paragraph 21 with: "Emphasis was
placed on the need for the Council to promote ~nd follow up thp
recommendations of the regional meetings, as well as activities
aimed at improving economic and techl,ical co-operation at reqional
and interqovernmental levels".

Brazil

Paragraph 13: The delegation of Brazil reserves its position on the paraqraph
since the majority's opinion is not reflected in the last sentence
of the paragraph, reqarding unfair trade practices adopted by
developed countriesJ moreover, as drafted, that eenten~e ie
meaningless.

Paraqraph 18: The delegation of Brazil reserves its position only in reqard to the
modification of the procedures of the General Assembly so as to
enable the Council's President to directly report in plenary, qince
member countries did not have a chance to examine this
recommendation in detail and also because it does not reflect
discussions held in plenary.
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Paragraph 191 The Braailian delegation expresses its reservation for not
considering appropriate to delegate to Vice-Chairmen the promotion
oE regional foed .ecurity initiativee and meetings, since there are
competent bodie. for that effect.

Paragraph 21, The Braailian delegation re.erve. its po.ition because the paraqraph
doe. not provide a claar and positive basie for the Council's future
work programme. Beeide., (a) the text does not r~fl~~t the Latin
American member countriee' request for the promotion, by the
Council, of the implementatial of the recommendat.ions approved by
the Mlni8terial Con8ultation on Food Polictes an1 Strateqiea, held
in April 1986, in Bueno. Aires, and (b) the inve.tiqation of
proepecte for regional and Soutn-South co-operation should be
prometed by other competent regional ~nd international bedies.

Paragraph 3:

Paragraph. 17,
18 and 191

The delegation of Chile considere that thie paraqraph toucheH on the
problem of diearmament and aloo that, in thie matter, the dutiee of
developing countrie. cannot be compared with thoee of developed
countrie., e.pecially nuclear Powers.

The delegation of Chile states that patagraph~ 17, 18 and 19 of the
above-mentioned report cannot be interpreted in a sense contrary to
the epirit and the letter of the Council's terms of reference and
rule. of procedure, approved by resolution 31/120 of the united
Nations General Assembly, nor can it be modified in any way.

United states 0'- America

Paragraph 3. Tha United StatwD doe8 noc considar the World Food Council to have a
mandate to diecues diearmament. Such issues are properly discuseed
in the First Committe. of the united Nations General Assembly.
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Document number

ANNEX

List of docu.ents before the Council at ita
twelfth ministerial session

Agenda item

WFC/1986/l

WFC/1986/2

WFC/1986/3

WFC/1986/4

WFC/1986/4/Add.l

WFC/1986/S

W'C/1986/6

WFC/1986/7

WFC/19S6/S

WFC/19S6/9

WFC/1986/10

W'C/1986/11

85-19347 1743t (El

1

2

2

2

2

3

4

4

4

Provisional agenda with annotatlons

Conclusions of the Colloquium on Regional
Co-operation and roed strategies in Africa

Report of the Workshop on Exchange of
Experience between African and Asian Food
Policy-Makers

Programme for recovery in Africa: the
imperative of foad-centred development

Summary report of conclusions of the
Workshop on Statistics in Support of
African Foad Strateqies and Policies

The World Food Council - Recommendations
and sugqestions for the future - Report of
th,t Advisory Group

Report of the Ministerial Consultation on
Fnod pQlicies anñ StrGlegies in Latin
America and the Caribbean

Problems of stability and security in
international foad trade

Status of research within united Nat~ons

agencies on the role of transnational
corporations in foed and aariculture

Current world foad situation

Report of the eleventh session of the
Committee on World Food Security

Eleventh annual report of the Committee on
Food Aid policies and proqrammes
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