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NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
JUNE 27, 1991

MEDICINE FOR PEACE

MEDICINA POR LA PAZ MICHAEL V. VIOLA, M.D,
REV, GERALD §. TWOMEY
CO-DIRECTONS

MEDICAL CARE SYSTEM IN IRAQ IN IMMINENT DANGER OF COLLAPSE
MFP TEAM URGES LIFTING OF MEDICAL EMBARGO"

A medical delegation of academic physicians, sponsored by
Medicine for Peace (MFP), has recently visited Irag and has com-
pleted a comprehensive avaluation of a numbar of hospitals in the:
center and outskirts of Bagdhad. The team spent one week assass-
ing the present condition of the health care system through dis-
cussions with the Deputy Minister of Health, Ministry officials,
representatives of non-governmental humanitarian organizations
based in rural aress of Iraq, and with a large number of Iragi
physicians., Most importantly, the tcam examined hundreds of
hospitalized c¢hildren, reviewed methods used for diagnosis and
treatmant, and evaluated the ability of the Iragi medical systenm
to care for critically ill children.

The MFP report, which will be released on June 27, 1991, in-
cludes the following conclusions and recommandations:

1. Severes malnutrition and chronic diarrhea in children un-
der fiva has raached cpidamic proporticns and represents the
single most c¢ritical health carxe problem in post-war lraq,

2. The previously documented outbreak of infectious dis-
eases (typhoid faver, viral hepatitis, meningitis, tetanus, cholera,
and poliomyelitis) resulting from destruction of the sanitation
system, has worsened during the months of May and June.

3. There are critical shortages of vital medicines including
antibiotics, vaccines, and infant formulas. The functioning of
hospitals is severely impaired because of shortages of spare parts
and lubrication oil for diagnostic and tharapeutic instruments,
refrigeration units and air condition systems. These shortages
have paralyzed the hospital health care system and tha bést
hospitals in Iraq arc baraly/functioning.

4, The net affect of the sanctions imbosed by Upited Nationfl
resolution 662 has becen a functional embargo of medicine and supplies
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4. The net effect of the sanctions imposed by United Na-
tions resolution 662 has bean a functional enbargo of medicin:
and supplies nacessary to sustain the lives of hundreds o:
thousands of children over the next year.

In_gurmary, the Gulf War has resulted in epidemic levels o!
potentially curable childhood diseases. Thes inability to obtair
the necessary nedicines to treat thase diseasas and the absancs
of resources to sustain hogpitals, cutpatient facilities and pha:
macies is likely to result in tha cecllapse in the Iragi healtr
care system within the next few months. .

The MFP team strongly urges nedifying the embarge imposed bv
UN resoclution 662 to allow the Iragi Ministry of Health to obzain
the medicine and supplies it desperataly needs.

i is a Long 1Island/New York based
humanitarian organization concerned with health care preblems of
people in need. Memkbers of the team includes a iola,
Profeassor of Medicine and Microbiology, State University of New
York at Stony Brook and co-director of MFP; ’
an infectious disease specialist from Howard Univarsity and
Providence Hospital irn washington, D.C., and head of the

wWashington, D.C. office of MFP; Dr, william LiPera, an intarnisc
at University Hospital and the State Univarsity of Naw York at
stony Brook: (-] , & broadcast communications educater

from B.0.C.E.S III on Long Island, and Akram Abmatr, an Arabis
interpreter from Amman, Jordan.

The MFP teanm in Iraq produced a f£ilm, "After the Storn,"
documenting the plight if Iraqi children. For further inforrwa-
tion, pleass contact v » 516=444-1727 in New York,
or Dr., Lewis Marshall, 202-475~2873 in Washington, D.C.
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The Dying Babies of Baghdad

K he is still alive loday, Dowood lics awake ut the
Seddam City Hospital for Pediatrics in an over-
sized bed that makes his body seem lo disappear,
!hunu-lllhmcﬂcinlhenidﬂaoﬁl.noﬁonh
in a tangie of tubes. He is 6 montha old. .

* «.The tempersture in his roam — depending on

. u\o-tlurinwuh-—-.ilbetmn 100”

and 110 degroes.

+ Daweood is hospitalized for malnutrition and de-

hydration: hut as fsst as the intravenous tubes put

- Bquid ints hia body, the heat in the air takes it out

His mother sits beside him, fanning
hirn with & manila X-ray envelope.
Doctors from Stony Brovok University
" ing a fact-finding lour of four pedistric -
hospilals in Baghdad. They were spon-
sored in their bip by a Long lsland-
based organization called Medicine for

Peace. They brought their.own tranela- Bl

and a professor of modicine and microbiology st
the wniversity medical achool.
He was acoompanicd on the four-day Wrip by Dr.

‘William LiPora, an oncologist and intornist ot Uni- -

versity Hospital; Dr. Lawis Marshall, an infcctiovs
disease specialist from Howard University in Wesh--
ngwn, snd Danid Loughran, a local Glnmaker.
The group is soeking changes in the United Neo-
tions embargo — and, more importent, in the un-

_written policies of the allies in their efTort to us-

dermine the atability of -Erwgi society, in hopes of

ridding it of Saddam — Lo sllow Iraq the .

medicat supplics il needs. .
*“What we saw was like the third dr-
cle of hell,” said LiPera.

was slways the same: oppresively hot
wards filled with children whose par-
ents could do nothing for thew but fan.

Sanclivos imposed against lraq by the
United Nations specificslly exempt

tor and they were given frecdom of llll medical supplies from being embargeed.
movement in Baghdad. : Bant in eflect, said Vioka, infunt formula,
YWhat they saw in Daghdad was » rela-  Vilello drugs and other medical supplics sre

tively norinal city life of traffic and com-
merce, with emply spaces wheve there used 1o be
What they saw in the children's hospilals was
+ bhell om earth. -
Last month, » Harvard-baved group of aedical
professionals returnod from » visit to Iran and re-
ported that the war and its aftermath had resultod
m a “public health « " They said the
breakdown of the medical systesa could cause as
many as 170,000 Jreqi children to die.
. 'The Stony Brook group has made no prediction
* of how many will die in the future. Their report,
due L0 be rebeased next week, describes instead the
. and the r in which the children of
* Iraq arc dying every duy.

They found Lhat the children ure dying by the

hundrods, dying painfully, and dying ncedicssly:
" from typhoid, hepatitis, lethnus, © , meningi-
Lis, malnutrition — all of which are curabie.

They are dying for lack of drugs and other ed-
cal equipment that no h hould be denied,
hut which the U.S. palicy Lo force Saddam Hussein

* from power has conspired o deny them.

“I'm director of lhe Cancer Center at Stony
Proak. I've seen a great dend of suffering . . . but
I've never seen anything anite like 1his " sl Dr

not getting in.

‘Mhere are no vacanes availsble. There is no in-
sulin for chilren with diabetes. Antibiolics wre
running short. Syringes and ncedles an: re-used 20
and 30 times, snd this in a country where hepatitis
is already rampunt.

There are nv spinal needlos 10 be had.

The sctual UN embargo sgainst the import of
spare machinery parts and lubricating oit hay had
an equally devastating, if unintended, effect on the
medical system.

For lack of lubricating od, hoepitals cannot oper-
ste ventilators, respirators and X-ray machines.
For lack of sparc parts, sir conditioning and refrig-

* eration systems are breaking down.

“There is no laborstory work being done. Doc-
tpr3 are making diogmm the way it was done in
the 1930s and '40s,” Viola said.

“I've just never seen so many children sufleriog
and dying of potentially curable discases . . . It’s
absolutely hearibreaking.”

Dawood's inother Lald Viola that she could only
get infant formuta on the black market, and then
only al prices she could not afford: 18 dinars for »
three-day supply, when her husband only wmade
sbout 20 dinars u week, .

Whep Dinwrnd wae Pyt relpradd Grvre the hosni.

In each bospital, the first nmprm .

just a month ago — she roceived a free, vve-weelk's
supply of formula. She Lried (o siretch this by di-
luting it, snd now Dawood is suffering worse mel-
_ntrihlltl&lbefut,lndlbhdinl’eabnfm
which he was not expected Lo recover,’ .

-There were five or six other children in the same
onndition as Dawood on bis ward.

In anolher hospital, Dr. LiPera encsuntered a 4-

‘yoor-old gir] with leukesais whose illness had been

in resnission wntil just recently, when the hospital
ran out of ils supply of Her
most reomt blood lests showed a relurm of the -
leubemnin. . .

In some wards, children with disfiguring fumors
went withoul (restrsent of any kind,

Most painful perhops for the doctors was the
plight of an Irai doctor whose awm dnughier suf-
fered a congenital heart condition which, in beller
cireumysiances, would y have beeni correat-
able, but which was likely 1o cost her her life in
posl-war irsq. . .

“The doclor was frantic, be was in a shesr pan-
#c," said Viola. The child was blue. Her mother
held her in her arms,

Vioks ashed the doctor what kind of condition his -

hnd. The doctor did nol know becmem
dyes used in testing hearl-valve disorders were em-

Vieln asked why they did nol then oper-
ate on the child directly. The [ather soid beort sur-
gery caubdn’t he periormed without a respirator.
Viola asked why they didn’t toke the child 10 Joe-
dan. The doctor sid inflation of the Imay currency
made this unaffordoble.

The duclor, like the other parents in all the
wards they visited, was helpless.

Iruqi governnient officials told membere of the
group that since the end of the war the majir phar.
maceutical manufaclurers worldwide hare insist-
zdnuushl‘:‘ynausl'ordmpnd mvedical sup-
plies; and hocanse 8o puch of (he nalions
assels sre in (rozen foreign sccounts, the import of

has stoppod.

Cosst arted by Newsday on Friday, spobesien for
the Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Associalion
and seversl large drug companies said they were
unsble (o discuss the alleged policy, though the
PMA spokesman said that if it existed, it would be
*an uccounting docision, besically, made by the
credil managers of ihe imlividual companies.”

NDawood's mother 63t stoically by his bodside,

fanying the uir with her envelope and keeping the

i, Trans hic famn MNascand inodn horcilba ehidan
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U.N. sanctions:
‘Silent disaster’
for the children

By Lee Michael Xatz
USA TODAY

~ The Securig Council should consider
easing tough United Natons sanctions to
prevent a “silent disaster” bnwinf among
stricken Iraqi clvilians, the UN. high com-
missioner for refugees said Wednesday,

A new report adds impact 0 a Harvard
study that says 170,000 lIragi children
Gould die within a year as a result of sane-
tions and war-related causes in what UN,
B ek deteriorating emenganzy . *4

quiet, deteriorating emergency.”
~ Ogam $aid In an lnurvi.erw“mu a UN.
Inspection team will review lraq's health,
water and sanitation p
= The sanctions — supported by the Unit
ed States and allies 0 squeezs Suddam
Hussein out of power -~ haven't crippled
the [ragi leader, Ogata said.

"What seems to have hajpened right
now ls the leader (Saddam) does not seem
o hava been punished, but the people
have taken a very heavy toll,” she said.

Adding fuel to Ogata's comments: an
Iraq ingpection report, to be released to-
day by a New York humanitarian group,
Medicine for Peace,
< “The prodlem’s horrible,” the group's
Michael Viola said, “Hospitals are collaps
ing" Viola dexcribed hospital wards whers
room temperatures reach 110 degroes,
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and hospitals without working laboratories
or medicine. “We saw kids ... m@:&
just dying in front of our eyes.” Viola

~ “We saw & lot of kids who were terminal

from diseases that were easily cured if
sanctions were not in place.”

Although food and medicine are exempt
from the U.N. emm Viola said, frozen
Iraql assets and ed shipments have
made infant formulas and medicine un-
available. “All the malnutrition is because
of the embargo,” Viola said. “It looks like

adesh or Ethiopia”

Although Iraq had gained some UN.
sympathy to relax sanctions, Saddam's ap-

ioh coar Sadako Ogam, o “ﬁ“wg
Sioner 0 , m
President Bush Monday to discuss the status of Iraqgi Civilans,

parent chicanery in hiding his nuclear fa-
cilides is likely to further opposition.
Saying she did not want to “pass judg-
ment” on the sanctions, Ogata diplomati-
cally seconded the call for allowing some
Iraqi il exports to pay for food and medl-
cine. “It depends on how it's lifted,” Oyata
said, suggesting samctions “may be eased
in proportion.”
en make sure that the part that has
been lifted would be sent directly to the
vulnerable people — children and babics

and hospitals,” Ogata said.
» iraq warned, 1A
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