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I. REPRESENI'ATION

CO!!1}X?Sition of delegations

Rule 1

'!he delegation of each state participating in the work of the
Intergoverrzrnental NElC]otiating committee (hereinafter referred to as lithe
Committee") shall consist of a head of delegation ani such other
representatives, alternate representatives and advisers as may be required.

AIternates and advisers

Rule 2

'!he head of delegation may designate an alteInate representative or an
adviser to act as a representative.

* '!he present rules of procedure were adopted by the Intergovernrnental
Negotiating Committee for a Framework Convention on Climate O1.ange at its
9th plenary meeting, on 11 February 1991.
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II. OFFICERS

Rule 3

The Secretary-General of the United Nations or, in his absence, his
representative, shall open the first meeting of the Committee and preside
until the Committee has elect:e:1 its O1ainnan.

Elections

Rule 4

'!he Committee shall elect from arrong the representatives of participating
states the follCMing officers who shall constitute the :&1reau: a O1airnan and
four Vice-01airmen, one of whom shall act as Rapporteur. Each of the five
re:;ional groups shall be represented by one member.

General pcMers of the Chairnan

Rule 5

1. In addition to exercising the pcMers conferred- upon him elsewhere by
these rules, the O1airnan shall preside at the pl.enary meetings of the
Committee, declare the opening and closing of each meeting, direct the
discussion, ensure observance of these rules, accord the right to speak,
promote general agreement, inform the Committee on efforts to reach general
agreement, put questions to the vote and announce decisions. '!he Chairnan
shall rule on points of order and, subject to these rules, shall have complete
control of the proceedings and over the maintenance of order thereat. The
cnai.rman may propose to the Committee the closure of the list of speakers, a
limitation on the time to be a.l.Lowed to speakers and on the number of times
each representative may speak on a question, the adjournment or the closure of
the debate and the suspension or the adjourrnnent of a meeting.

2. The cnai.rnan, ill the exercise of his functions, remains under the
authority of the Committee.

Acting O1ainran

Rule 6

1. If the Chairman finds it necessary to be absent from a meeting or
any part thereof, he shall designate a vice-cnatman to take his place.
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2. A \'ice-d1airman acting as Olainnan shall have the powers and duties
of the O'la~~.

Replacement of the Olairman

Rule?

If the Cnainran is unable to perform his functions, a new Olainnan shall
be elected.

'!he O1ainnan shall not vote

RuleS

'!he O'lainnan, or Vice-d1ainnan acting as Olain'l'lan, shall not vote in the
committee, rot shall designate another member of his delegation to vote in his
place.

rrr. SECREI'ARIAT

D-lties of the secretazy-General

Rule 9

'!he Secretary-General of the united Nations shall be the
Secretary-General of the committee. He, or his representative, shall act in
that capacity in all meetings of the Committee and its subsidiary organs.

D-lties of the secretariat

Rule 10

'!he secretariat of the Committee shall, in ac:x:x>rdance with these rules:

(a) Interpret speeches made at meetings;

(b) Receive, translate, reproduce an::i distri.b.rt:e the doo..nne.nts of the
committee;

(c) Make and arrange for the keepin;l of soun:i recordin;ls of meetin;ls;

(d) Arrange for the custody and preservation of the documents of the
committee in the archives of the United Nations; and

(e) Generally perform all other work that the Committee may require.
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statements by the secretariat

Rule 11

In the exercise of the duties referred to in rules 9 and 10, the
secretary-General or any other member of the staff designated for that purpose
may, at any time, make either oral or written statements concerning any
question under consideration.

IV. CONIUCI' OF EUSrnESS

Quonnn

Rule 12

'Ihe Chainnan may declare a meeting OPen and pennit the debate to proceed
when representatives of at least one third of the states participating in the
work of the Committee are present. 'Ihe presence of representatives of a
majority of the states so participating shall be required for any decision to
be taken.

Speeches

Rule 13

1. No one may address the Committee without having previously obtained
the pennission of the Chainnan. SUbject to rules 14, 15, 18, 19 and 20, the
Olainnan shall call upon speakers in the order in which they signify their
desire to speak. The secretariat shall be in charge of drawing up a list of
such speakers. '!he Chainnan may call a speaker to order if his remarks are
not relevant to the subject under discussion.

2 ~ 'Ihe Committee may limit the time allowed to each speaker and the
rn.nnber of times each representative may speak on a question. . Before a
decision is taken, two representatives may speak in favour of, and two
against, a proposal to set such limits. When the debate is limited and a
speaker exceeds the allotted time, the Chainnan shall call him to order
without delay.

Precedence

Rule 14

'Ihe Chainnan or Rapporteur of a subsidiary organ may be accorded
precedence for the purpose of expl.airrinq the conclusions arrived at by the
subsidiary organ in question.
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Points of order

Rule 15

D..1rin:; the discussion of any natter, a representative of a state
participati..~ in the work of the Conunittee may at any time raise a point of
order, whic."l shall be decided i.rrare:iiately by the Olairman in accordance with
these rules. A representative nay appeal against the ruling of the O1ainnan.
The appeal shall be put to the vote i.nmedi.ately, an:i the cneiman/s ruling
shall stand unless overruled by a najority of the representatives present and
voting. A representative nay not, in raising a point of order, speak on the
substance of the matter under discussion.

Closing list of speakers

Rule 16

D..1ring the course of a debate, the Olairnan nay announce the list of
speaJr...ers and, with the consent of the committee, declare the list closed.

Right of reply

Rule 17

1. Not'v.'ithstanding rule 16, the cnaiznan shall accord the right of
reply to a representative of any state Participating in the work of the
Committee w110 requests it.

2. Replies made pursuant to the present rule shall be made at the end
of the last meeting of the day, or at the conclusion of the consideration of
the relevant issue if that is sooner.

3. The mnnber of interventions in reply for any delegation at a given
meeting should be limited to two per issue.

4. The first intervention in reply, for any delegation on any issue at
a given meeting, shall be limited to five minutes arrl the second intervention
shall be limited to three minutes.

Adjournment of debate

Rule 18

A representative nay at any time move the adjournment of the debate on
the question under discussion. In addition to the proposer of the motion
permission to speak on the motion shall be accorded only to two representatives

/ ...



A/AC.237/5
English
Page 6

in favour arrl to two opposing the adjournment, after which the motion shall .
subject to rule 21, be immediately put to the vote. '

Closure of debate

RUle 19

A representative may at any time move the closure of the debate on the
question urxier discussion, whether or not any other representative has
signified his wish to speak. Penni.ssion to speak on the motion shall be
accorded only to two representatives opposin:J the closure, after which the
motion shall, subject to rule 21, be i.Imnedi.ately put; to the vote.

SUSpension or adjournment of the meeting

Rule 20

SUbject to rule 32, a representative may at any time move the suspension
or the adjourrnnent of the meeting. No discussion on such motions shall be
pennitted and they shall, subject to rule 21, be immediately put to the vote.

Order of motions

Rule 21

'!he motions indicated below shall have precedence in the following order
over all proposals or other motions before the meeting:

(a) To suspend the meeting;

(b) To adjourn the meeting;

(c) To adjourn the debate on the question urxier discussion;

(d) To close the debate· on the question urrler discussion.

Proposals and amendments

Rule 22

ProposalS and aIOOndrnents shall nonnally be sul:Ini.tted in writing to the
Secretary-General " who shall circulate copies to all delegations. As a
general rule, no proposal shall be discussed or p..lt to the vote at any meeting
of the Committee unless copies of it have been circulated to all delegations
not later than the day preceding the meeting. '!he Olainnanmay, however,
penni.t the discussion and consideration of aIOOndrnents, even though these
aznenjrnents have not been circulated or have only been circulated the same day.
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Decisions on cornpete.'1ce

Rule 23

SUbjec': to rule 21, any motion calling for a decision on the competence
of the ca.L.ittee to discuss any matter or to adopt a proposal submitted to it
shall be p ...-: to the vote before the matter is d i.scussed or a deci.sion is taken
on be prccosat in question.

Withdrawal of proposals a..""ri motions

Rule 24

A proposal or a motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time
before VO'til'~ on it has conunenced, provided that it has not been amended. A
proposal or a motion that has thus been withdra\\TI may be reintrcrluced by any
representative.

Reconsideration of prop:>sals

Rule 25

When a proposal has been adopted or rejected it may not be reconsidered
unless the Committee, by a two-thirds majority of the representatives present
and voting, so decides. Pennission to speak on the motion to reconsider shall
be accorded only to two speakers opposing the motion, after which it shall be
immediately put to the vote.

Invitations to technical advisers

Rule 26

'!he Committee may invite to one or more of its meetings any person whose
technical advice it may consider useful for its work.

V. DECISION-MAIaNG

General agreement

Rule 27

1. The Committee shall make its best errleavours to ensure that the work
of the Committee is accomplished by general agreenent.
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2. If, in the consideration of any matter of substance, all efforts by
the committee and its O1aiman, pursuant to the provisions of rule 5, have
been made and no agreement appears to be attainable, the committee shall
thereupon decide on the steps to be taken, in acx:ordance with rule 29.

Voting rights

Rule 28

Each State participating in the work of the canmittee shall have one vote.

Majority required

Rule 29

SUbject to rule 27, decisions of the Committee and its subsidiary organs
shall be taken in accordance with file rules of procedure of the General
Assembly and its cornmittees , respectively.

Meaning of the phrase "representatives present and voting"

Rule 30

For the purpose of these rules, the phrase "representatives present and
voting" means representatives present and casting an affinnative or negative
vote . Representatives who abstain from voting shall be considered as not
~ing. .

Method of voting

Rule n

1. Except as provided in rule 38, the committee shall nonnally vote by
show of han::is, except that a representative ma.y request a roll-call, which
shall then be taken in the English alIilabetical order of the names of the
states participating in the work of the committee, begi.nni.rg with the
delegation YJhose name is drawn by lot by the O1ainnan. '!he narne of each State
shall be called in all roll-calls and its representative shall reply "yes",
"no" or "abstention".

2. When the Cornmi.ttee votes by ITeChani.cal means, a non-recorded vote
shall replace a vote by show of han::is and a recorded vote shall replace a
roll-call. A representative may request a recorded vote, which shall, unless
a representative requests otherwise, be taken without calling out the names of
the states participating in the Committee.
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3. T:-e vote of each State participatin:J in a roll-eall or a recorded
vote shall be inserted in any record of or report on the rreeting.

Conduct durim' voting

Rule 32

After the O1ainnan has announced the cor.::-encement of voting, no
representative shall interrupt the vot.Irq except on a point of order in
connection ","ith the process of voting.

Explanation of vote

Rule 33

Representatives may make brief statements consisting solely of
explanations of vote, before the votin:J has a:mnenced or after the votin:J has
been completed. '!he Olainnan may limit the time to be allowed for such
explanations. The representative of a State sponsoring a proposal or motion
shall not speak in explanation of .vote thereon, except if it has been amended.

Division of proposals

Rule 34

A representative may move that parts of a proposal be voted on
separately. If a representative objects, the motion for division shall be
voted upon. Pennission to speak on the motion shall be accorded only to two
representatives in favour and two opposing the division. If the motion is
carried, those parts of the proposal that are subsequently approved shall be
put to the vote as a whole. If all operative parts of the proposal have been
rejectErl, the proposal shall be considered to have been rejected as a whole.

Arnerrlrnents----
Rule 35

A proposal is considered an amerrlment to another proposal if it merely
adds to, deletes from or revises part of that proposal. Unless specified
otherwise, the word "proposal" in these rules shall be considerd as including
cunerrlrnents.
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Order of votin:{ on arnerrlments

Rule 36

When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amerrlrnent shall be voted on
first. When two or more amerrlrnents are moved to a proposal, the COrmnittee
shall vote first on the arnerrlment furthest renoved in substance from the
original proposal and then on the amendrrer.t next furthest removed therefrcr.i
and so on until all the amerrlrnents have been put to the vote. Where, hcwever ,
the adoption of one arrendrnent necessarily inplies the rejection of another
amerrlrnent, the latter shall not be put to the vote. If one or more amendments
are adopted, the amended proposal shall then be voted upon.

Order of voting on proposals

Rule 37

L If two or more proposal.s', other than amerrlrnents, relate to the same
question, they shall, unless the COrnm.i.ttee decides otherwise, be voted on in
the order in which they were submitted. 'Ihe canmi.ttee may, after each vote on
a proposal, decide whether to vote on the next proposal.

2. Revised proposals shall be voted on in the order in which the
original proposals were submitted, unless the revision substantially depart's
from the original proposal. In that case, the original proposal shall be
considered as withdrawn and the revised proposal shall be treated as a new
proposal.

3. A motion requiring that no decision be taken on a proposal, shall be
put to the vote before a vote is taken on the proposal in question.

Elections

Rule 38

All elections shall be held by secret ballot unless, in the absence of
any objection, the Committee decides to proceed without taking a ballot when
there is an agreed carrlidate or slate.

Rule 39

L When one or more elective places are to be filled at one time under
the same conditions, those carx:iidates, in a number not exceeding the number of
such places, obtaining in the first ballot a majority of the votes cast and
the largest number of votes shall be elected.
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2. If the mnnber of candidates obtainirq such a majority is less than
the number- of places to be filled, additional ballots shall be held to fill
the rernainirq places.

VI. SUBSIDIARY O~S

SUbsidiary organs

Rtu€ ~o

'!he Comrnittee may establish such subsidiary organs as it deems necessary,
which shall elect their own officers.

VII. IANGUAGES AND RECDROO

languages of the Cormnittee

Rule 41

Arabic, O1inese, English, French, Russian and Spanish shall be the,
languages of the Committee.

Interpretation

Rule 42

1. Speeches made in a language of the Ccmnittee shall be interpreted
into the other such languages.

2. A representative may speak in a language other than a language of
the Committee if the delegation concerned provides for interpretation into one
such language.

Sound recordings of meetings

Rule 43

'!he secretariat shall make sound recoI"Ciin:r-; of meet:in;s of the
Committee. SUch recordings shall be made of meet:in;s of subsidiary organs
when the organ concerned so decides.
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!.arxIUages of official docurrents

Rule 44

Official documents shall be made available in the languages of the
cemn.ittee.

Plenary meetings

Rule 45

'!he plenary meetings of the Committee shall be heid in public unless the
Committee decides otherwise. All decisions taken by the plenary of the
Committee at a private meeting shall be announced at an early public meeting
of the plenary.

Other meetings

Rule 46

Meetings of subsidiary organs shall be held in private unless the organ
concerned decides otherwise.

communi9Ues on private meetings

Rule 47·

At the close of a private meeting, the Chainnan of the Committee or the
organ concerned may issue a conmmique to the press through the
seeretarY-General.

IX. OBSERVERS AND OIHER PARrICIPANTS

Participation of obc'.....ervers

Rule 48

Observers shall participate in the work of the Committee in accordance
with the established practice of the Genera1 Assembly.
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Particip?tion of non-qovernrrental organizations

Rule 49

Non-gove.-~tal organizations invited to the Ccmni.ttee may IM.Ke
contributions ~ the negoti:it':"'"')~ process, as appropriate, on the urrlerstarding
that these or~a."1izations shall net have any negotiat~ role during the
process, and Uking into account decision 1/1 concernirq the participation of
non-govenunen'tal organizations adopted by the Preparat.ory c:a::::tittee for ·the
United Natiors COnference on Environment and D:velopr.ent at its first session.

X. SUSPENSION AND AMENI:MEm' OF '!liE WIES OF PRCX:EIlJRE

Method of suspension

Rule 50

Any of these rules may be suspended by the Ccmni.ttee providec1 that
twenty-four hours" notice of the proposal for the suspension has been given,
which may be ....raived if no representative objects. Any such suspension shall
be limited to a specirfc and stated purpose and to a period required to
achieve that purpose,

Method of arnerrlment

Rule 51

'Ihese rules of procedure may be amerrled by a decision of the Conunittee
taken by a two-thirds majority of the representatives present and voting,
after the Cor.'::'ittee has been informed of the proposed. amendment.




