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was resumed at 4 omThursdm. 14 F-v lQQl.* 

The_PRESIDENT: I should like to inform the Council that I have received 

letters from the representatives of Argentina, Australia, Bangladesh, Brazil, 

Brunei Darusallam, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Colombia, the Comoros, Cyprus, 

Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, Germany, Greece, Honduras, Mungary, 

Iceland, Indonesia, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, kreland, Israel, Italy, 

Japan, Kuwait, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Mexico, Myanmar, the 

Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, the Philippines, Poland, 

Portugal, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Singapore, South Africa, Spain, the Sudan, 

Sweden, the Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Turkey, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 

Republic. the United Arsb Emirates, Uruguay, Venezuela and Yugoslavia, in which 

they request to be 

Council's agenda. 

In conformity 

Council, to invite 

the right to vote, 

invited to participate in the discussion of the item on the 

with the usual practice, I propose, with the consent of the 

those representatives to participate in the discussion without 

in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Charter and 

rule 37 of the Council's provisional rules of procedure. 

There being no objection, it is so decided, 

& the &~y&&&) of the Presida Mr. Al-Azbari (Iraa) and Mr. Abulhasan 

a), Mr. Bw 

Mr. I. Chowdhurv (Bang&a h J Mr i 

I. Mr. Kostov (Bulg&&. Mr. Eirsch (CanBdal. Mr. Somavig 

da t-a). Mr. Moumia [Comoros). Mr. Bftwu (m # 

iCzechoalovakia1. Mr. Mortensen (Denmark), Mr. Mousse (Eta- , 

or; TgrnuAA 19inlati\. Mr. Rantzau lGetmany1. Mr. E-s (Greec& Mr. Flares - 

l The agenda for this resumed, closed meeting is contained in document 

S/Agenda/2977 (Part II)/Rev.l. 
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W. Tornudd Mr. Rantaau (Gamed= Mr. Egarchoa ((Zxmsadl Mr,Flores 
. . 

Mr. wry). J&&m@ Mr. Sa 

Mr. s c &g&lic of Iran). Mr. mes (Ireland) , 
* 

1). Mr. Trw CIW). Mr. Hatano (Jaoan). Mrs. Fria 

). Mr. Fey-a). Mr. -a). Mr. Montafo 

1. Mr. Min0. Cpygt De Mar&u& et d'~~(Nethorlanasl 8 

Hr. 0 Brien). Mr. Marker , 

jPeru\. Mr. Mendez (Ph&liDoines\. Mr, Pawlak (PoW%d). Mr. Da Costa Per& 

. 
r). Mr. SB. Mrs. Diallo 

oal). Ms. Chsnnore). Mr. SWrar [Soutkh&&& Mr. Vs , 

a. Laau (Sudan), Mr. vo. Mr. El-w (Svrianublick, 

Mr. Ou&y&~o (Ukrainian 

1UruqyBv). Mr. Arrimovic (Yuaoslavial took them 

lreserved far tih.6~~ at the.sideofl Chamber . 

The: I should like to inform the Council that I have received 

a letter dated 13 February 1991 from the Permanent Representative of Egypt to the 

United Nations, which reads a8 follows: 

"In my capacity as Chairman of the Islamic Group at the United Nations, I 

have the pleasure to request that His Excellency Ambassador A. Engin Ansay, 

Permanent Observer of the Organization of the Islamic Conference to the United 

Nations, be invited to participate in the Security Council's meeting on the 

item entitled 'The situation between Iraq and Kuwait' in accordance vith 

rule 39 of the Counc$l's provisional rules of procedure." 

That letter has been published as a document of the Security Council under the 

symbol 6122220. If I hear no objection, I shall take it that the Council agrees to 

extend an invitation under rule 39 to His Excellency Ambassador A. Engin Ansay. 

There being no objection, it is 80 decided. 
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I should like to inform the Council that I have received a letter dated 

13 February 1991 from the Permanent Representative of Belgium to the United 

Nations, which reads as follows2 

**On instructions from my Government, I have the honour to request that 

Mrs. Arlette Laurent, Charge d'affaires of the delegation of the Commission of 

the European Economic Community, be allowed to participate in the Council's 

discussion of the item presently on its agenda in accordance with rule 39 of 

the provisional rules of procedure." 

The letter‘ has been published as a document of the Security Council under the 

symbol s/22221. 

rf I hear no objection, I shall take it that the Council agrees to extend an 

invitation under rule 39 to Mrs. Arlette Laurent. 

There being no objection, it is so decided. 

The Security Council will now begin its consideration of the item on its 

agenda. 

The Security Council is meeting in response to requests contained in a letter 

dated 23 January 1991 from the representatives of Algeria, the Libyan Arab 

Jamahiriya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia addressed to the President of the 

Security Council, document 6122135; a letter dated 24 January 1991 from the 

Permanent Representative of Yemen to the United Rations addressed to the President 

of the Security Council, document S/22144; and a letter dated 28 Ja@uary 1991 from 

the Permanent Representative of Cuba to the United Nations addressed to the 

President of the Security Council, document 8122157. 

Members of the Council also have before them document S/22135, letter dated 

23 January 1991 from the Permanent Representative of the Sudan to the United 

Nations addressed to the President of the Security Council, and document 8122147, 

letter dated 25 January 1991 Prom the Permanent Representative of Jordan to the 
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Unite& Nations addressed to the President of the Socurfty Council, supporting the 

requests for the meeting. 

I should also like to draw the attention of members of the Council to the 

following documents: S/22136, S/22137, S/22139, S/22140, 6122141, S/22142, 

S/22143, S/22145, S/22146, S/22149, S/22150, S/22151, S/22152, S/22153, 5122154, 

5122155, S/22156, S/22158, S/22159, 6/2216O/Rev.l, S/22162, S/22163, S/22164, 

S/22165, S/22166, S/22165, S/22169, S/22172, 5122173, S/22174, 6122176, S/22179, 

S/22180, S/22181, S/22182, 5122183, 6122185, S/22186, S/22187, S/22168, 6122189, 

S/22190, S/22191, S/22192, S/22194, $122195, S/22197, S/22199, S/22200, 6122201, 

S/22203, S/22204, S/22205, S/22206, S/22219, S/22211, S/22213, S/22214, 5122215, 

S/22216, S/22217, 6122218, S/22219, and 6122222. 

The first speaker is the representative of Kuwait, on whom I now call. 

Mr. (Kuwait) (interpretation from Arabic)8 On behalf of the 

delegation of the State of Kuwait and on my own behalf, may I express to youI Sir, 

a colleague and a friend, our congratulations on your assumption of the presidency 

of the Security Council for this month. Since you joined this world community as a 

representative of your friendly country , Zimbabwe, we have come to know you as a 

wise and experienced diplomat with skills that qualify you to conduct the Council's 

work in pursuit of BUCC~IISS and in the service of peace. 

I take pleasure in commending with gratitude the remarkable role of your 

predecessor, Ambassador Bagbeni Adeito Nzengeya, Permanent Representative of Zaire, 

for hi8 exemplary conduct of the Council's work during the past month. 

This is the first time P have spoken in the Council with its new membership. 

Therefore, may I congratulate Austria, Belgium, Ecuador, India and Zimbabwe on 

their accession to membership of the Council at this vital period in the history of 

the U&ted Nations. I am confident that they will give a valuable input to our 

work for peace based on justice. May I also thank Canada, Colombia, Ethiopia, 
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Finland and Malaysia for their service in the Council on behalf of peace and 

objectives of the United Nations. 

the 

The Security Council is meeting upon a request from Borne sister Arab States to 

discuss the recent developments in the Arab Gulf conflict. It may be just and fair 

to make it clear immediately that in authorising the multinational forces that are 

cooperating with my country, Kuwait, to use all possible means to force Iraq's 

compliance with its relevant resolutions, the Council was merely resorting to the 

only means left to it by the intransigent Iraqi regime , which has rebuffed all 

attempts, all efforts and all initiatives to persuade it in a calm and friendly 

manner to spare Iraq and its people, and indeed the region, the woeful results of 

the use of force. 
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The same logic of justice and fairness dictates that we all assert that the 

~86 of brute force or, rather, the waging of war started on 2 August last year, 

when legions of the treacherous and usurping Iraqi army assaulted the territory of 

my country, Kuwait, trampling its people underfoot, displacing Pts families raping 

and defiling its sanctities, wreaking unprecedented havoc on its blessed soil and 

plundering and destroying all the enormous economic potential of a sister nation, 

one that has set an example in giving and in its limitless respect for peace. All 

these inhumane practices are continuing - indeed, escalating. The use of force 

against the unarmed Kuwaiti people is continuing and escalating. The United 

Nations General Assembly at its current session has reflected the near-unanimity of 

the international community in concbuaing these brutal practices and rejecting the 

killing and devastation of the Kuwaiti people when it voted in favour of our draft 

resolution by an overwhelming majority. That some Arab countries should have 

lagged behind the international consensus by not repudiating Iraq's premeditated 

policy of decimating the people of Kuwait is lamentable for the people of Kuwait, 

for the concept of justice and equality and for the bonds of religion and 

nationalism. It is no mere coincidence that these same Arab countries are those 

that are now requesting the convening of the Security Council to consider their 

allegation that current military operations aim at destroying Iraq. 

Despite the enormity of the calamity that has befallen the State of Kuwait, we 

have remained keun on invoking peaceful means to solve the dispute with Iraq and 

giving such mean8 the required time to work, notwithstanding the suffering this has 

entailed for the steadfast and heroic people of Kuwait, which continue to struggle 

both inside and outside the country. . 

From the beginning we have pursued the paths prescrioed by the united Nations 

Charter in order to compel compliance by those countries that violate and breach 

its provisions. Hence the imposition of sanctions on Iraq. We were all hopeful 
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that the combination of economic sanctions and diplomatic endeavours would bring 

Ir*aq's regime back to its senses and that it would thus withdraw its invading 

forces from 

in its just 

languishing 

and defiled 

Kuwaiti territory. The goal of Kuwait, backed by the world community 

cause, was not to starve the people of Iraq or the people of Kuwait 

under occupation, even though Iraq had destroyed, plundered, brutalised 

our sanctities. Rather, our purpose was to persuade the Iraqi 

leadership that the only path towards sparing the region the woes of destruction 

and its own people from devastation is through complete and unconditional 

withdrawal from Kuwait and the restoration of its legitimate Government. But Iraq 

has met all these efforts and undewours to achieve peaceful compliance with 

intransigence and rejectiou. 

The world community gr8W impatient with such indifference and with the attempt 

to continue to decimate Kuwait and eras8 it from the map. There was universal 

agreement that this unprovoked and blatant aggression against and occupation of the 

peaceful Stat8 of Kuwait was unprecedented and constituted a situation totally 

upsettirg the new world order and undermining i.ts foundations, If a country W8f8 

cllowed to have recourse 

sovereign country as the 

post-cold-war 8ra and on 

to brute military force to devour a small independent and 

world was approaching the new horizons of the 

the threshold of the twenty-first century, all mankind 

would be plunged into the quaqmire of the law of the jungle, anarchy and the logic 

of force. For that reason, the Security Council agreed to give the aggressive 

Iraqi regime a period of 47 days to withdrew its invading force8 from the territory 

of Kuwait in compliance with the international will. The warning from the entire 

world to the Iraqi regime was made very clear in Security Council resolution 678 

(IQQO), which provides for withdrawal and compliance, tailing which the 8ignifiCant 

international coalition would have the right to use all possible mean8 to liberate 

Kuwait and reverse invasion and aggression. 
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The international community did not let that period of time pass in silence or 

without movement. That period of time was replete with initiatives and contacts by 

Arab and foreign leaders alike, by the Chairman of the Non-Aligned Movement and by 

the Secretary of State of the United States. Perhaps the last such attempt was the 

one undertaken by the Secretary-General of the United Nations just before the 

15 January deadline, in the hope that the aggressive Iraqi regime would abandon its 

intransigence and persistence in defying the will of the international community. 

However, all returned from their meetings and contacts with Iraqis without any 

noteworthy results, just as the Secretary-General informed the Security Council of 

the total failure of his miSSiOn to Baghdad. 

Baghdad has been displaying arrogance , nonchalance, disregard and skepticism 

about the sriousness of the United patioos and the strength of the world 

community - indeed, the resolve of the multinational forces to implement the 

resolutions of the Security Council, including the resolution authorising the use 

of force. 
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It was only natural that the Iraqi aggression's effects on the international 

arena, its effects 322 the fabric and future Of international relations - indeed, on 

international peace and security - necessitated a decisive move, a move that could 

brook no delay. It was also obvious that the new world order that was being sought 

by the international community was an order that could not allow such naked 

aggression to go unanswered, an ordor that had no place for a party like the Iraqi 

r6gime. Therefore, the international forces began the implementation of the 

Security Council resolution, and in order to minimise civilian casualties in these 

military operations they concentrated their bombardment on the Iraqi war machine, 

wherever tbey found it. That is the machine that provides the occupier with the 

means of its aggression, the mean8 to prolong the duration of the occupation. 

In these operations, the Kuwaiti armed forces had the honour of firing the 

first shots in the battlo to liberate the blessed landof Kuwait. They succeeded 

in hitting their targets deep inside &Wait , supported in that endeavour by 

aircraft of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Bahrain as well as by other 

forces participating in this honourable and legitimate battle to repulse a vicious, 

blatant act of aggression and liberate a usurped land. All these operations have 

been, and continue to be, conducted within the context of resolution 678 (1990). 

The fighting has not been expandea , nor is its target the destruction of Iraq. The 

only aim is to set Kuwait free from the machine of aggression. 

We cannot fail to note here that it was the Iraqi rigime that brought this 

devastation upon itself and upon it6 people, because of its insistence on 

aggression, its rejection of the international will, its refusal to comply with the 

international will, it8 defiance of the world community's resolutions and the 

sentiments of woria public opinion, it8 violation of all laws, norms, covenants and 

principles. 

During the very first week of the military occupation, His Highness King 
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Kassan IX, of Morocco issued an appeal to Iraq to accept withdrawal and thereby 

retain its current capabilities. The President8 of the Soviet Union and Iran 

issued Similar appeals. They fall on deaf ears; they were rejected. There waa an 

insistence on destroying Iraq and its people in order to fulfil personal dreams and 

ambitions. 

Not only did Iraq fail to state its willingness to withdraw and end its 

aggression against Kuwait and the steadfast, heroic Kuwaiti people: the Iraqi 

occupation forces have, instead, escalated their acts of brutalisation of the 

Kuwaiti people. We now have firm, reliable information indicating that barbaric 

acts of execution anti rape continue. The official spokesman Of the KUWaiti army in 

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has stated today that the Kuwaiti Resistance has 

witnessed the liquidation of 200 Kuwaitis in the past few days. These Kuwaitis 

vere brutalized. Among those killed were six women whose breasts were cut off and 

thrown into the street. 

We call on the representative of Iraq in this Chamber to indicate a 

willingness to allow the international press corps now in Baghdad to go to Kuwait 

end reveal the tragedy now Unfolding there. Yesterday we saw the representative of 

Iraq on our television screens. He was asked: why doe8 your Government prevent 

members of the international press corps from going to Kuwait? Ifis reply was: 

Kuwait is a military area, Through you, Mr. President, I should like to ask these 

qUe8tiOnSt In it8 present circumstances is not Baghdad a military area? With ell 

the allegation8 about air raids being made, why is it that today the international 

press corps in Baghdad can send out news ana picture8 but the very s8me 

international press corps is prevented #ram going to Kuwait? Why are they 

prevented from talking to Kuwaiti citiaen87 Why are they not allowed to give uS an 

unbiased view - even with the censorship nov being imposed on the press corps? 

Why are they not allowed to show us the Kuvaiti people under Iraqi occupation7 

This is a serious challenge that I put forward. 
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The Iraqi Occupation forces use Kuwaiti houses as sanctuaries and Kuwaiti 

people as human 

being forced to 

place, with the 

shields. Information has reached ua that Kuwaiti families are 

leave their home5 and Iraqi soldiers are being installed in their 

aim of avoiding new military operations. Anti-aircraft batteries 

have been placed on the roof8 of Kuwaiti houses. That la the way Iraq respects 

civilian installations. That is an example of Iraqi behaviour towards civilians. 

There is a concentrated Iraqi military presence in Kuwaiti residences. 

The children of Kuwait inside the country have been suffering from shortages 

in food and medicine for six months now a8 a result of the steady, continuing 

pillaging by Iraq of our resources in such supplies. At such a time, the Iraqi 

invasiou force5 are Storming and aesaulting houses of Kuwaitis and other residents 

and seizing any food supplies they find, The citiaens of Ruwait are now being 

threatened with the spectre of a sweeping famine. 

I am 5ure everyone here know5 of the appeals addressed to the Iraqi Government 

by the Secretary-General of the 

humanitarian org5nizations such 

permission for food supplies to 

United Nations and by specialised agencies and 

as the Red Cross, in which they merely requested 

reach Kuwait and to be distributed under the 

supervision of those organisations and agencies, The Iraqi Government replied with 

a resounding "no", even while the Iraqi army inside Kuwait City 25 stealing the 

daily bread of our defenceless people. 

The people and Government of Kuwait expect the world community in general, and 

those countries that speak out loudly in defence of the 5tubborn Iraqi regime in 

-.- .-_ part+cu+ar, LA ---a--- 1- AC- -L------L La--- LL--- a-r..--- ----. L --- L" UYUUcIulY *Ah -0 aab‘vuyoor b=a‘mm L.U~LI~ .tyu'&"- :r;q: y*orbsbmu 

perpetrated against the Ruwaiti people - a people whose life, destiny and national 

resources have been subjected to systematic destruction, to constant plundering, 

and whose oil and industrial facilities are being held hostage to the craaed dreams 

of a domineering dictator. 
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The mining of Kuwaiti ports and oil wells and installations and their being 

set on fire are vivid examples of this. The Iraqi regime did not stop at 

attempting to destroy Kuwait's present; indeed, its criminal acts have gone beyond 

that to the destruction of Kuwait's future and the entire region's economic future 

through its attempt to ruin our marine environment with the dumping of millions of 

barrels of oil into the Gulf in a reckless, random manner. It is the biggest 

environmental crime the world has ever known. 

In persisting in the destruction of its people's resources and in causing such 

ruin and devastation in the entire region, the Baghdad regime has attempted to 

widen the conflict, to break up the Arab fold and to agitate Arab public opinion 

with beguiling slogans and ploys that nobody can swallow. If the Iraqi regime 

really wanted to liberate Palestine , why did it not send its forces therr>? Why 

send them to Kuwait? As the Council knows, when it aggressed upon Iran it also 

claimed it was attempting to liberate Palestine - by attacking Iran. Iran's 

response was that Palestine's liberation would take place to the west, not to the 

east. Today it seems Palestine's liberation is to take place to the south. It is 

not to the south. 

Through this barbaric invasion the Iraqi regime has inflicted the worst 

possible damage on the Palestinian cause. This aggression has badly impaired 

Palestinian interests, It has dislocated hundreds of thousands of Palestinians who 

used to live in peace and safety in Kuwait - people who were financially supporting 

their kin and their cause. The aggression has also hurt Palestinian interests 

throughout the entire Gulf region and pushed their cause to the lowest possible 

rung on the ladder of international concerns and priorities. 

From this vital Chamber I wish to addreas some questions to the countries 

requesting a cease-fire. 
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Doom the Iraqi r6igime now deserve to be rewarded for its aggression, for its 

occupation, and for the atrocities it has perpetrated, with a cease-fire? 

Should the world community back off from the crucial mission in the service of 

world peace and clecurity just days after the beginniny of the battle of liberation 

and after the Baghdad rdgime has rebuffed the overtures of Soviet President 

Gorbachev, the appeal of Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar and the calls 

and messages from the Non-Aligned Movement, and all appeals and pleadings? 

Should not these countries instead turn first to Iraq to maintain 

international peace and security, especially since they have found favour with its 

regime? Should not they direct to that regime their appeals and calls for 

withdrawal from occupied Kuwaiti landu so that the crisis may be resolved and 80 

that the region may be saved from this destruction? Were not these military 

operatLon8 the only natural outcome of failure in all endeavours for peace in which 

these very countries were themselves involved more than once? Have they not seen 

for themselves how the Baghdaa regime is unwilling to retreat from its aggression 

and occupation and to comply with international will? 

The only conclusfon a sensible mind can draw from all this is that there 

should be no CedSatiOn, no cease-fire Wb8t80QVerr before the complete liberation of 

Kuwait and the restoration of its legitimate Government, because such a move would 

be counter-probuceive, a negative message from the Security Council to the Iraqi 

leadership, which a~iou~ly yearns for controversy, for rift, for disunity to 

plague the ranks of the Security Council so that it may continue its occupation. 

Rowever, the Security Council has been and remains united and coberent in the 

face of such flagrant violations of all the principles of the Charter and this 

naked aggression again& the sovereignty of a Member State of the United Nations, 

against a peace-loving nation that has never encroached upon anyone’e rights or 
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balked in its obligations to anyone, a country that has never neglected to play its 

role or to fulfil its commitments towards the general common interests of our 

international community. 

I repeat once again that these countries now calling for a cease-fire ought 

instead to address the Iraqi rdgime that initiatied the aggression, the rigime that 

persists in the occupation and rejects the peace necessary for it to take the 

initiative in solving the crisis and take the first basic step to end the military 

occupations, which is to withdraw from Kuwait and repudiate aggression. 

We find it hard to imagine, but these countries which claim that the ongoing 

military operations have exceeded the scope of liberating Kuwait to target and 

destroy Iraq, are more concerned about the Iraqi leadership and its dictator than 

their oun peoples. If that claim were true, should not the Iraqi rdgime preserve 

the capabilities remaining in its possessioA, and not throw its people and their 

destinies into ruin for the sake of greed and personal ambition? ft can do that by 

withdrawing from Kuwait immediately Bnd uAcoaditioAally. 

Have we not heard the statemeAt of that r8gime's leader least Sunday, when he 

declare& his Complete KejeCtiOA of a cease-fire, when he declared his insistouce on 

the Struggle until the last Iraqi? 

By their heroic action, the international forces are for the first time iA the 

history of the United Nations reaffirming collective security and self-defence, 

which the United lUstions Charter intends to be a shield for natioas &Ad 

iAtQrA&iOAitl E!tability. They are reaffirming this established reality. 

A world order is AOW dawning. It is beinq fashioned by the United Uationn, 

and all nation8 will baok in ite sunlight free from force and free from the threat 

or use of It. 
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Stability and security ia the Gulf region after Kuwait's complete liberation, 

God willing. will be a factor for well-being and prosperity in the economy and 

security of the entire world. 

We look forward to the day, very soon , when we Kuwaitis will welcome members 

on the liberated eoil of Kuwait, while thanking the Almighty and erpressing our 

gratitude to all those who helped UB fn this lofty mission. 

I am at your disposal, Mr. President, if any clarifications are requested or 

if mere are any questions. 



Mr-. Pm (Unite& States of America): I will speak only briefly in 

connection with the statement that we have just heard , on which I would like to 

congratulate the representative of Kuwait, and with his final words, which sought 

questions in connection with his presentation and with the events w  ,ith which he is 

80 familiar in the region. and with respect to which his Government ,, of course, has 

been tragically involved. 

58132 WPV.2977 (Part II) (closed) 
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Tke: I: thank the representative of Kuwait for his kind words 

addressed to me. 

In that regard, and in full knowledge of and in keeping with our provisional 

rules of procedure, I would like at this stage to avail myself of the opportunity 

to address to him a certain number of questions. I do so in keeping with our 

decision yesterday to try to do everything possible to make fruitful and productive 

this private meeting of the Security Council and on the basis of past meetings of 

this character, which have proviaed opportunities to explore the issues in this 

fashion and to reply. I hope that the representative of Kuwait will be prepared to 

respond now or at an appropriate time in the future. I will understand very well 

if he wishes to have more time in which to proviae a response. 

I would like to ask him if he would be prepared to describe the status of the 

efforts of the Government of Kuwait to reach a negotiated settlement of the border 

and other disputes with Iraq in the period preceding the Iraqi aggression against 

Kuwait of 2 August 1990. 

In addition, I would like to ask whether Kuwait is prepared, in the words of 

operative paragraph 3 of Security Council resolution 660 (19901, to begin 

negotiations with Iraq to resolve this dispute once Iraq has complied with the 

other elemeata contained in that resolution. 
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the Government of Kuwait has received from 

sort that a negotiated settlement consistent 

with the resolutions of the Security Council is possible. 

Finally, does Kuwait believe or have any reason to believe that a cease-fire 

would help to resolve the problem and to promote the complete withdrawal of Iraqi 

forces as called for in the Security Council resolutions and particularly in 

resolution 660 (1990)? 

-PRESIDENTI The next speaker is the representative of Saudi Arabia. 

I invite him to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement. 

UHABI (Saudi Arabia)r To start with, Sir, if you would like 

give the opportunity to the representative of Kuwait to answer &be questions 

were addressed to him, I have no 

given his answers. Otherwise, I 

~PR~GIDENT~ I call 

w. AB- (Kuwait) 

objection to sitting here and waiting until 

can proceed with my statement. 

on the representative of Kuwait. 

(interpretation from Arabic): Thank 

giving me the opportuaity to respond to the questions addressed to me 

representative of the United Stz.tes of America. 

As to his first question of whether - 

ThePREGfDENTr I call on the representative of Yemen on a 

order. 

pit. AL-. (Yemen): I em sorry that I must interrupt my 

to 

that 

he has 

you, sir, for 

by the 

point of 

colleague and 

friend, Ambassador Zbbulhasan of Kuwait. I never like to interrupt any of my 

colleagues, but I do so on a point of order concerning a procedural matter. My 

understanding is that there is a certain arrangement that was agreed upon this 

morning among members of the Security Council that we stick to the provisional 

rules of procedure. 
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I would like us to do exactly that. I believe that the representative of 

Kuwait has every right to answer the questions that were asked him by my colleague, 

Ambassador Pickering of the United States. I think, however, that he should do so 

in accordance with the list of speakers. In other words, he should inscribe his 

name at the end of the list in order to reply to the representative of the United 

States. Otberwise, without really agreeing on this format, we will be creating a 

certain confusion and having to hear many points of order in the middle of the 

meeting. I hope that the arrangement reached this morning will be followed. 

The: I call on the representative of the United States on a 

point of order. 

Mr. (United States of America): In connection with the POfBt 

of order just raised by my friend from Yemen, I would like to point out that it ie 

already clear that the representative of Saudi Arabia, who was next on the list of 

speakers, has yielded his priority to the representative of Kuwait in accordance 

with Rule 27 of the provisional rules of procedure , and that, normally, as we 

proceed through the list, when members of tbe Council exert their right to priority 

to appear on the list. they have not cleared with all the other Council members. 

In fact, I inscribed my name just three hours ago in the second place on the 

list without seeking the permission of the United Kingdom, China, Romania, Austria, 

Ecuador, Belgium, the Soviet Union or India. In the absence of any objection on 

the part of the other members, I believe that there should be no reason why, in the 

careful following of the provisional rules of procedure - as was just done in my 

case - we should not proceed to hear the response of the representative of Kuwait. 

Inde@d, I am surprised that those who voiced moat vociferously in the Council their 

interest yesterday in free debate and free speech should now raise such points of 

order. 
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e (Cuba) (interpretation 

of the Council know what happened this morning. It was 

from Spanish): All members 

impoaaible to comply w:th 

our decision yesterday precisely because we had to devote the morning to a 

discussion of tbe attempt to change the manner in which the Security Council has 

always interpreted Rule 27 of it5 provisional rules of procedure, which says that 

speakers will speak in a specific order. 

I believe it became apparent to Ambassador 

enthusiasm among the members of the Council for 

the Council's proceedings. 

Pickering that there was no great 

tbe peculiar manner suggested for 
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MY delegation has no objection whatsoever to any representative who has 

requested to participate in our deliberations, doing so as many times as he or she 

feels necessary. But this morning it was clear that today's meeting would be 

c0nauOtea in accordance with the rules of procedure. Of course, the representative 

of the United States has the right to propose that the relevant rule not be 

applied, but not that a new list of speakers be drawn up. Perhaps he could draw up 

such a list and be kind enough to circulate copies to all memberst we could then 

see what sort of meeting he has in mind. But absent that, it was clear that the 

President was to observe the order of the existing list of speakers. 

If the representative of Saudi Arabia does not wish to speak but prefers to 

yield his place in the list, the next speaker on the list ought to follow him; 

that, I believe, would bo the representative of Qatar. But I think we ought to 

listen to the representative of Saudi Arabia and any other representative who 

wishes to speak - whether members of the Council or not - as many times as they 

wish to address the Council. 

This morning, one of our colleagues reminded us of the Council's practice with 

respect to the order of speakers3 I do not think it is necessary to read out again 

the Council's customary practice in this regard, but I would note that the Council 

should follow the order of the list of speakers, or it should determine that the 

Unitea States has rafsea a point of order and proposed tbat the rule not be applied 

and that a aifferent order be f0ii0wea. In that event, the Council would have to 

take a decision, and if the majority of members do not agree with the proposal, the 

letter of rule 27 muat be observed. 
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Mr.BAGBENI (Zaire) (interpretation from French): I 

would recall that the Permanent Representative of Saudi Arabia was not present at 

our private informal consultations and is therefore completely unaware of the 

results of our private deliberations. If an arrangement wapI agreed upon by members 

of the Council, it involved only those membere. Thus, I think it quite in order 

that our colleague from Saudi Arabia could , under rule 27, yield his place to the 

representative of Kuwait if he wishes to do so. 

The subject of this debate is Kuwait2 how can the Council prevent the 

representative of Kuwait from speaking, even if he needs to do so several times in 

order to inform the Council on all aspects of the conflict, and on all aspects of 

the war which primarily concerns Kuwait? 

We had earlier agreed that we would scrupulously observe the principle of the 

list of speakers. We note that the repre8entative of the United States placed his 

name on the list following the representative of Kuwaiti the representative of the 

United States complied with spirit of this morning’s comensus, placing his name on 

the list in accordance with the guidelines agreed upon during our consultations. 

But if questions are raised Curing the discussion whose aaswers could edify the 

Council and lead it to consider some important points, which could guide the 

Council in its search for a possible peaceful settlement of the Gulf war, I think 

that is worthwhile. 

This closed meeting has been convened to permit a frank, honeat and sincere 

exchange of views; from that clash of ideas, the truth could emerge. For that 

reason I consider that the representative of Kuwait should be allowed to answer the 

relevant quest&on8 put to him by the representative of the United States. 
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Sir (United Kingdom): Like the representative of the United 

States, 1 marvel at the speed with which the champion of free speech becomes the 

champion of preventing free speech. Twenty-four hours is a short time in which to 

change one’s mind. 

But I marvel even more that the representative of Cuba - who has told US, to 

my memory, between 10 and 15 times that no decisions can be taken in the next-door 

room, that it is impossible for any decisions of any sort to be taken there because 

the meetings there do not exist - has suddanly discovered a use for those 

meetings. Apparently they serve a great purpose. And we are now told that some 

decisions were taken this morning which prevent us applying the rules of procedure 

normally this afternoon. 

I, like the representative of Zaire, feel that the right thing is to allow the 

representative of Kuwait. who is a party to this dispute, to answer the questions. 

Does the representative of Cuba not want to hear the answere? Is he not 

interested in the answers? Perhaps they are a matter of no consequence to him. 

Perhaps he does not think they will help our debate. 

I think it would be much better to allow you, Mr. President, to apply the 

rules of procedure as they are and to allow the representative of Kuwait to reply 

to the questions. 

Mr. DE QUESADA (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish)t I am in 

favour of permitting everyone to express his views on the subject at hand. 

When I hear more serious statements from the representative of the United 

Kingdom I shall ponds- them and determine whether they deserve a response. 

I propose, at this formal meeting of the Security Council, that the Council 

respect rule 27 of its rules of procedure. I f  a vote is necessary, I propose that 

one be taken. 
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The: The representative of the United States asked a number of 

specific questions of the representative of Kuwait. When he finished, the 

the representative of Saudi Arabia then ceded his place on the list of speakers to 

the representative of Kuwait. 

If that was not his intention, there was obviously a misunderstanding, because 

it was on that basis that I called on the representative of Ruwaitr on the basis 



Rx/34 WPV.2977 (Part II) (closed) 
36 

Mr. (Saudi Arabia): Thank you, Mr. President, for your 

generosity. I greatly appreciate it. I thought I had been clear in my statement 

when I thanked you for having invited me but, realizing how important it is that 

Kuwait'5 position should be ma3e as clear as possible to every member of the 

Council, I said that I was ready to wait here in my seat until the representative 

of Kuwait had finished his clarification of the point5 - which should be very 

important to the Coancfl and to the representatives of Cuba and Ye?len in 

particular - and that I would then make my statement. I did not intend to cede my 

place on the list of speakers. I leave the judgement up to youI Sir. I do not 

intend to cede my place, but I will be glad to wait until the representative of 

Kuwait finishes clarifying the very important points that are of concern to the 

Council, inunedfately after which J shall speak, if that is your wish, Mr. 

President, and the wish of the Council. 

The: In the light of the explanation and clarification given 

by the representative of Saudi Arabia, the representative of Saudi Arabia still hau 

the floor) the representative of Kuwait can reply to the questions at a later stage. 

I would ask the representative of Saudi Arabia to continue with his statement. 

Mt. (Saudi Arabfa)(interpretation from Arabic): It gives me 

pleasure to congratulate you, Sir, on your assumption of the presidency of the 

Security Council for this month. I cannot conceal the very good impression you 

have made 30 me during the brief period I have known you. I am also pleased to 

express my great appreciation to your predecessor, His Excellency Ambassador 

Bagbeni Adeito lsengeye, for the wisdom and proficiency with which he conducted the 

Council's work last month in circumstasces that bring out the abilities of men. 
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For the second time in its history, the United Nations is being tested and has 

taken a decision 

Organisation has 

guarantee safety 

of war. For the first time in its history, the international 

placed all its strength and prestige in support of a decision to 

for the peoples of our region, to preserve stability in the world 

at large and to consolidate its path, notwithstanding the manipulations 

transgressors end the enticements of the irresponsible, both regionally 

internationally. 

The Iraqi regime invaded Kuwait at dawn on 2 August after weeks of 

of the 

and 

artificial 

storms of sudden alarms and false accusations and - as later became obvious - after 

years of political planning and militcry preparations. It iavaaea an inaepenaent 

and sovereign Arab Islamic country, a country that had for long years played a 

principal role in helping Iraq itself to preserve its people's dignity and, indeed, 

had continued to perform that role since assuming its place in the international 

community by aupporting every constructive bilateral, regional and international 

effort. 

The Iraqi regime invaded the State of Kuwait and, in so doing, resorted to all 

kinds of deception and acts of conspiracy against those who had trusted it and who 

had struggled to protect it. It was all part of a scheme 

were later revealed - to gain control of the nerve-centre 

economy end impose domination and its terrorist regime on 

by Iraq - whose secrets 

of the international 

the region, plunging it 

into political and military adventures that would have resulted in the ruination of 

all its couatrie:, aa peoples. 

Everyone has sought - all Members present here, the Security Council, the 

Secretary-General, international groups, Heads of State and leaders of nations, 

including King Fahd himself, who has poured his heart, his conscience and his 
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abilities into indefatigable efforts - to save Iraq from itself and from what its 

leadership was weaving in the dark, and to lead it to safety and security, return 

it to the path of dignity, construction aud progress and to protect the region from 

what has now befallen it. All the kings and leaders of the Arab and Muslim world, 

all world leaders without exception, have sought to find a solution. They have 

rejected the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and have condemned its destruction of a 

people and a State. They have sought to return Iraq to its Benses and to persuade 

it to evacuate Kuwait. Iraq has resisted and grown haughty and arrogant, aa if we 

were living in the Middle Agea. nor more than six months, aud to this very day, 

Baghdad has rejected all Security Council resolutions and all mediation designed to 

restore legitimacy to a country and to restore that couutry to its people. 

We would be deceiving ourselves, we would be hypocrites condoning injustice 

and rejecting reality, if we failed to acknowledge that the Iraqi rhgia\e was given 

every opportunity to return to the path of wisdom , or if we maintained that it 

would have agreed to leave Kuwait voluntarily if certain sensitivities had only 

been addressed. That is the discourse Of the ignorant. It is to ignore all the 

attempts at mediation and the fact that after all those attempt8 Iraq still did not 

leave Kuwait, even though it vas clear that all the vorld held it to be at fault. 

/ In no uncertain terms Iraq vas told what would happen if it held onto Ruvait, if it 

continued to reject Security Council resolutions and refused to heed the warnings 

of the Security Council and other States. 

To Iraq's apologists and those who maintain that we were in duty bound to give 

Iraq another chauce. ve say that no usurper in all of hietory vas ever given the 

opportunity and time that the Iraqi regime was given to desist from its adventures 

and to evacuate Kuwait. 
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How many emissaries marched to that regime'5 leader, advising and guiding him, 

enlightening and promising, varnicg and threatening? How many emissaries marched 

to Baghdad for five and a half month5 , until the middle of January, explaining the 

consequencss of insisting on oppression and continuing the invasion of Kuwait? 

Has the game of the guest hostages been forgotten, the game in which each 

leader or mediator who arrived in Baghdad was given a number of persons to take 

back to his country, satisfying the purpose of his visit7 We ask those who call 

toaay for excuses and apologies for Iraqi aggression , while they know that they are 

thus sacrificing RuVait as a State and a people, and putting the whole region under 

threat: 

What would be your attitude today if your people and country were in the 

position of Kuwait and its people, invaded by one who does not fear the Creator and 

does not value the human being? He ransacks it, destroys it, kill5 its 5005 and 

violates its VOIM~~ he dicl it yesterday and is doing it today, as he will 

tomorrow. Or is Kuwaiti blood the+ to you? Are the greedy permitted to shed it?" 

Generosity with, and the sacrifice of, the countries of other peoples is a 

losing exercise which backfires on its perpetrators. 

There is an ongoing war at this hour , a war that was started by Iraq 

on 2 August. There followed a pause of five and a half months, in the hope that 

the Iraqi rdgime would desist from its adventures. It is a war in which my country 

and 27 other5 are participating today to implement Security Council resolution5 and 

international legitimacy against the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait end against the 

insistence of the Iraqi regime on continuing its usurpation, ransacking and 

destruction of the State of Ruvait, at the same time mortgaging the safety and 

security of th8 Xraqi people and of the region as a whole. The Iraqi regime bears 

the whole responsibility, in all its dimensions, for this war, for the price the 
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Iraqi people is paying for it, for what the Kuwaiti people has paid aud is paying 

as a victim of this invasion and for all that the coalition countries are tearing 

and sacrificing in standing up to aggression. Those who support the Iraqi invasion 

will share this historic responsibility. 

The Council has heard, we have heard and will hear, calls - some sincere, 

while others lack all sincerity - in the name of peace, in the name of children, 

women and the elderly, in the name of the sick and the new-born, in the name of the 

wounded and the disabled. They are all calls which touch our deepest feelings, but 

we ask those who make them: 

Who started the war? Who imposed the battle and moved the armies and invaded 

Kuwait, who marched with his army to the border6 of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 

the same offeneive formations7 Did you not hear us when we invoked, in the name of 

humanity, protection for Kuwait and Iraq? Did you not hear us while we cautioned 

and warned for the sake of the children, the elderly and the women in Kuwait and 

Iraq7 Wbo is occupying Kuwait today, and can , today, achieve the evacuation of 

Kuwait and begin establishing a state of peace? Why did you not go to Baghdad, 

where the decision tc withdraw rests? Has not the fraqi regime rejected you and 

your calls, as it still does today? Why a0 you raise this subject here? What is 

your purpose in raising it toaay? 1 do not object to any subject's being raised in 

the United Nations, but Bo you want the whole region to submit to oppression on 

someone else's account?*' 

This is the reality of the demand of whoever seeks to dilute the United 

Nations stand for the implementation of Security Council resolutions at this 

stage. We know, and you know, that the coalition forces are proceeding on their 

way to liberate Kuwait, to restore legitimacy to it and to deter oppression in the 

region. If those who justify what has happened, the apologists for it, have a case 
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on the subject of the continuation of war or theinstallation of peace, words here 

instead of in Baghdad are a hypocrisy which we reject and a deception whose 

dimensions we know. 

The question should be addressed to Baghdad: Will the Iraqi regime withdraw 

from Kuwait, every inch of Kuwa!.t, and implement all Security Council resolutions, 

or is achieving ita dreams and hopes of expansion and aggression still its 

ob jectfve? 

We are concerned about the safety of the Iraqi people. But those who claim to 

care for Baghdad and its people more than its leaders and people do - are 

hypocrites. 

What i5 required of Iraq for all these operations to stop is its withdrawal 

from Kuwait and its implementation of Security Council resolutions. A8 for the 

deceptive talk of saving a leader's face, being considerate of a President's 

feelings, or being careful about a leader's seasitivitiest in view of the 

continued slaughter of the people and State of Kuwait and the war in the region, 

such talk. which is an attempt to deceive peoples, is rejected. We hope that all 

forums, and above all the Security Council, will reject it. 

1 ~PRE~~DEHT~ I thank the representative of Saudi Arabia for his kind 

wordr addressed ko me. 

The next epaaker ir, the representative of Qatar. I invite him to take a place 

at the Co~cil table and to make his statement. 
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Mr. AL NI'M (Qatar) (interpretation from Arabic): I am making this 

statement ae Permanent Representative of the State of Qatar and in my capacity a8 

Chairman of the Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC), 

I should like at the outset to congratulate you, Sir, on your presidency of 

the Security Council. I am sure tll& the work of the Council this month will be 

crowned with success, given your well-known competence and experience. I wish to 

pay a tribute to your predecessor, the Permanent Representative of Zaire, for the 

wisdom, skill and experience with which he guided the Council's work last month. 

I should like to place before the Council the collective position of the 

States members of the GCC with regard to current events in the Gulf. The States 

members of the GCC have adopted a principled position , which has remained unchanged 

ever since the tragedy that has been visited upon the area, as follows: All 

Security Council resolutions on the Iraqi aggression against Kuwait should be fully 

implemented. These States are convinced that the complete withdrawal of Iraqi 

forces from Kuwait and the restoration of the legitimate Government, headed by 

Sheikh Al-S&&ah, is in keeping with international legitimacy and respect for the 

provisions of the United Nations Charter. If these resolutions remain 

unimplemented, the Council will have failed in its responsibility an& duty with 

regar8 to the maintenance of international peace and security. 

The States members of the GCC hold the unar?imous view that resort to all 

necessary means, in accordance with Security Council resolution 678 (19901, is 

intended to achieve that aim, which has eluded us following upon the failure of 

economic sanctions and the intransigence of the Iraqi regime, which has rejected 

all attempt6 to restore peace by all the parties that have ohown a keen 

understanding for Iraq's interests as well. These attempts are still ongoingt 

there are parties that have tried to atop the bloodshed and to spare the area 

further tragedy by convincing the Iraqi leadership to respect international 
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legitimacy and comply with the resolutions of the League of Arab States, the 

Organization of the Islamic Conference and the Security Council. 

However, all these attempts have fallen on deaf eara in Iraq8 hence recourse 

to the other mean8 has been and remains the only way to Oecuro implementation of 

the resolutions of the Secutity Council. 

The tragedy befalling Iraq and its fraternal people has been brought about by 

those who have flouted the will of the international community and refuse to take 

any decision that would put an end to the use of force. Kence Iraq and the people 

of Iraq have become victims of the aggression launched against Kuwait and victims 

of those who obstinately refuse to reverse this aggression against Kuwait. This is 

a clear and unprecedented violation of the will of the international community. 

The members of the Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC) have welcomed the good 

offices and attempts to bring about peace, wherever they originated. The GCC 

members expected that such initiatives would bear fruit and that the Iraqi regime 

would respond positively and fully implement the resolutions of the Security 

Council. ffovever, our expectations and those of well-meaning and peaceful loving 

peoples have been swept avay by the wind. The efforts on which we had pinned our 

hopes have come to naught. We had hoped that the Iraqis would regain their senses 

and respond to the voice of logic and wisdom by accepting the resolutions of the 

Council, which represents international legitimacy and to vhich all members of the 

international comunity, including Iraq, are committed. 

I believe that, while we are witnessing this horrendous event, we cannot but 

appeal to the Security Council to insist on and remain comnftted to the resolutions 

%t keg *ptPa 3114 to trnatt to all means to secure their implementation. We are 

fully convinced that any slackening in the Council vould constitute a set-back to 

international legitimacy and undermine the ability of the United Nations to restore 

international peace and security and compel compliance from those who fail to 
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These two documents have been distributed as United Nations documents under 

the symbols S/22191 and A/45/948. 

But the Gulf Cooperation Council has not limited itself to those documents in 

defining its position on the Iraqi aqqressfon against Kuwait. It has also defined 

its views on the region in the post-war period, anticipatinq the economic and 

security arrangements that will be put in place there and that will enable the 

peoples of the region to look forward to a better future. a future of prosperity 

and development in the atmosphere of peace and security to which all the peoples of 

the region, including those of Iraq, are entitled. 

In the past our Arab nation played a great role in and made a 

the march of history and civiliaatioa. That should be a source of 

Arabs. They made and are still making an effective contribution. 

contribution to 

pride to all 

I repeat that 

this should be a source of pride to all Arabs, including the Iraqis, who 

contributed greatly to the efforts in this regard. 

If  rights are restored, if confidence replaces fear, if peace replaces 

aqqression, then tranquillity will come to our homeland. We shall be guided by the 

contributions of our ancestors. We shall be convinced that the road on which we 

shall embark will lead us to prosperity and development. 

We are confident that insistence on and commitment to the Security Council 

resolutions will help bring about peace in our area and will enable the Arab region 

to engage once again in the march towards development, inspired by the heritage of 

our heavenly messengers and Islam, the religion of tolerance. 
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Here I should like to pay a tribute to Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar for the 

efforts he exerted with so much devotion to convince the Iraqi regime of the need 

fully to implement the Security Council resolutions. He conducted negotiations 

with the interested parties. He made two trips to the area - the first, before the 

adoption of resolution 676 (1990) and the second, before the expiration of the 

time-limit set by the United Nations. But there was no response from the 

leadership of Iraq to all his good offices or to those of other well-meaning and 

peace-loving people. The members of the Gulf Cooperation Council express their 

gratitude to the Secretary-General for his persistent efforts to bring about 

peace. 

In conclusion, I state again that all attempts to resolve the conflict without 

resort to all the means necessary to implement the Security Council rssolutions 

should be addressed to fraternal Iraq. After all they have done, after all the 

diareagect they have shown for the truth, car&not the leader&i in fraq respond 

positil:ely to the voice of wisdom and reason7 

We look to the Security Council in this dark hour. We count on its commitment 

to and insistence on the implementation of the Security Council resolutions. It 

can thereby provide us with great help in overcoming the difficulties that have 

befallen 08 and avoiding further tragedy for the agea. The Council's steadfast 

attitude will guide the aggressor towards the right path. 

The aggressor has flouted the international will and seems to be unable to see 

the rising sun of the new world order. I appeal to the Security Council to show 

the aggressor tbat rising sun. It is extremely difficult to discern the truth in a 

sea of darkness. But the Security Council*e commitment to and insistence on the 

implementation of the Security Council resolutions will convince the aggressor that 

it must listen to the voice of reason, thereby enabling mankind to look forward to 

a better future and setting it on the path towards peace and iWCUrity and 
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This caa be brought about only through the implementation of the 

the Security Council, whose only aim in resorting to the present 

to liberate Kuwait and restore legitimacp. If  this aim is attained, 

our area's aspirations to peace, security end justice will also be fulfilled. 

Through the Secusity Couacil. we appeal once again to the leadership in Iraq 

to listea to the voice of peace# the voice of reasoa, and to help implement the 

Security Council resolutions calling for the withdraval of troops from Kuwait and 

the restoration of the legitimate Government of Kuwait, without any pre-conditions. 

Our hearts are bleeding because of the tragedy that has befallen our people in 

Kuwait and our people in Iraq. These two homelands, Iraq and Kuwait, are very dear 

to our hearts. All of us feel such sadness at the suffering of the victims of 

aggression. Baghdad, like Kuvait City and Biyadh, i8 very dear to our hearts. God 

knovs that we only wish prosperity and peace for Baghdad, a seat of civilitation. 

What can I say at this time when my heart is being broken by what is happening? 

Blood is being shed for no valid reason. 
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Tragedies are being inflicted on the city and state of Baghdad. Oh God, how 

can this be? My face is black with sorrow because those in the leadership are 

unaware of what is going on. They do not respect good-neighbourliness. They have 

no respect for a nation that has contributed to the march of human civilioation. 

Palestine in weeping, Kuwait is weeping, Iraq is weoping because of the 

aggression that has been 

We should be guided 

guide us. Our last word 

The: 

addressed to me. 

The next speaker is 

committed. 

by 

is 

I 

the Holy Koran and the precepts of Islam. God will 

this: we are grateful to God. 

thank the representative of Qatar for his kind words 

the representative of Iraq, upon whom I now call. 

Mr. AL-ANB&,& (Iraq) (interpretation from Arabic): Allow me at the 

outset to express to you, Sir, our warm congratulations on your assumption of the 

presidency of the Security Council for this month. May I also express my thanks 

and appreciation to your predecessor, the Permanent Representative of Zaire, for 

his serious efforts and many endeavours during his presidency of the Security 

Council last month. 

I wish also to congratulate the new members of the Security Council: Ecuador, 

Austria, Relgium, India and Zimbabwe. 

This meeting has been convened more than three weeks after some members of the 

Security Council, including the five States of the Arab Maghreb, requested a 

meeting. The delay has Been caused by the objection of the United States and its 

allies intended to mark the crimes their armies are perpetrating against Iraq, 

again reafffrabg tbat the United States does not want the Council, or the world, 

to play any positive role since they imposed resolution 678 (1990) and other, 

previous, resolutions of the Council on the so-called crisis in the Gulf. 
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The Council’s inability to meet in all these weeks - which contradicts its 

rules of procedure - despite the escalation of the armed aggression against Iraq, 

again confirms that the Council is no longer an international security council. It 

has no credibility or legitimacy. It is merely an instrument for the covering 

of the worst of international crimes, which is now being perpetrated in the 

heartland of the Arab nation. 

Furthermore the attempt of some member8 of the Council to stop this being 

up 

an 

open public meeting a8 required by the provisional rules of procedure and to make 

it a private meeting was aimed at denying some Member States the opportunity to 

unmask the Crimea being perpetrated in the name of this august Council against 

mankind, against the people of Iraq, and against its rights. 

The attempt to justify the holding of such a meeting is an attempt not to give 

Iraq the impression of hesitation on the part of the Council. But the Security 

Council haa no such impression. It know8 that since the eo-called crisis in the 

Gulf began the Council has become an Ametrican instrument representing American 

interests and that the United State8 wi31 continue its aggression even if the 

Security Council were to adopt a resolution on a cease-fire or on halting the rain 

of bombs on the defenceless civilians of Iraq. 

This is such a contrediction that the majority of States that requested this 

meeting are now boycotting it because it has been turned from a public meeting into 

a private one. 

Moments ago we witnessed yet another attempt to open a scenario 

give one or the other Gtate the right to Speak for our State through 

which would 

succeeding 

responses to a number of prepared questions whose only objective is to dieeeminate 

propaganda and to deny others the opportunity to speak at an appropriate time. 

We are happy that at least this scenario has failed totally. 
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The nature of the aggression led by the United States against Iraq becomes 

clear when we consider its background and when we come to know the preparations of 

the United States for the aggression were started long ago and preceded the 

so-called crisis in the Gulf and the Council's adoption of resolution 678 (1990) on 

29 November 1990. If the United States found in that resolution a fig leaf to 

cover up the criminal nature of its aggression against Iraq, then that resolution 

is indeed a document that makes the States members of the Security Council, which 

adopted it, co-perpetrators of the crime. 

It may be recalled that throughout 1990 and up until today the United States 

and its allies and satellites have waged a hysterical propaganda campaign against 

Iraq, its leadership and its army. Things escalated until there were allegations 

that Iraq might have nuclear weapons that threatened international peace and 

security. That hysterical campaign was aimed at preparing international public 

opinion, particularly American public opinion, for an aggression against Iraq to 

eradicate its economic, military and industrial potential. 

Following the commencement of the so-called crisis in the Gulf, 

public-relations companies began making almost sadistic statementst some have even 

labelled Iraq sadistic an& used many other such adjectives. Such words cannot be 

used to describe Iraq, its people or its army? they are suited, rather, to those 

now waging aggression against Iraq. 

At its forty-fifth session, at a meeting on 4 December 1990, the General 

Assembly adopted a resolution recognising that 

"an armed attack or a threat of an armed attack on a safeguarded nuclear 

facility, operational or under construction, would create a situation in which 

the Security Council would have to act immediately in accordance with the 

provisions of the Charter of the United Nations, including measures under 

Chapter VII". (General Asaemblv resolution 45158 4) 
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The only State that voted against that reaolution is the very one that conducted 

attack8 agafast Praqi nuclear e8tablisbments under international l ugervirsion on the 

very fir& day of the aggression against Iraq. That State is the United States of 

&nerica, uhf& has the largest arsenal of nuclear , chenrical and other weapons of 

mama destruction. 
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The fact that the United States was the only Member State of the United 

Nations to vote against that resolution demonstrates its firm intention to attack 

the peaceful, safeguarded nuclear facilities in Irag. If such acts exceeded the 

framework of Security Council resolution 678 (1990). regardless of its 

illegitimacy, we believe that they represent at the same time an international 

crime to which the provisions of Chapter VII of the Charter should be applied 

against the United States and its collaborators in aggression, in accordance with 

all the documents of the General Assembly I have just mentioned. 

The United States and its collaborators have exploited the so-called crisis in 

the Gulf to force resolution after resolution; to besiege Iraq by sear land and 

air8 to prevent food, medicine and spare parts from reaching Irag in order to 

starve its people and weaken its economya to escalate war hysteriaa and finally to 

prepare the political ground for aggression and to wage the war against Iraq that 

has continued since 16 January. 

The second phase of the United States' aggressive policy against Iraq was to 

try to shoot down any peaceful initiative to solve the crisis, such as that of His 

Highness King Hussein to hold a mini-summit in Jiddah for the kings and Presidents 

of Jordan, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Yemen on 5 August 1990. And the United 

States continues by all means available to abort all Arab and other initiatives. 

The third phase of the American plot was the sending of troops and weapons to 

the sacred Arab peninsula and the Arab Gulf under the pretext of defending against 

an alleged invasion - an invention of the United States. Pollowing the massing of 

troops and by a unilateral resolution of 8 November 1990, it declared that its 

forces in the Gulf had hecome arrayed offensively against Iraq, even though the 

Security Council, pushed by the United States, haa applied further inhuman economic 

sanctione against Iraq, agaia requiring application of the provisions of 
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Chapter VII of the Charter. Any observer of the situation would have noticed the 

American escalation through propaganda, through the very way statements were made, 

and through the threat5 made by American official5 and the media. 

There was one single goal: to convince American and world public opinion of 

the inevitability of war and the impossibility of a peaceful solution. America’5 

immediate rejection of President Saddam Hussein’s initiative of 12 August 1990 

calling for the application of international legitimacy to all States in the area, 

in accordance with unified rules to be stipulated by the Security Council, to 

ensure the withdrawal of all forces, taking into consideration the particular 

aspects of each situation, emphasizes yet again the United States’ lack of concern 

for international legitimacy and peaceful solutions. It is plotting aggression. 

It is seeking 

international 

However, 

on the street 

an opportunity to wage aggression under cover of apparent 

legitimacy against Iraq and the Arab nation. 

we all know - all Member States of the United Nations know, the man 

in the United States and throughout the world knows - that this war 

is actually an American, North Atlantic, and Zionist immoral war of revenge against 

Iraq, its people, its army, its leadership and its civilizatioa. It is also a 

warning to the Arab nation of 

That fact was reaffirmed 

it said that, in the event of 

American and Israeli hegemony. 

by the Israeli newspaper m’ariy on 12 February, when 

an American victory in the var in the Gulf, such a 

victory would be that of the white man against the Bedouin and of Christianity and 

Judaism against Islam. The Voice of America broadcast a quotation from pa’ariy on 

the 9th of this month. The expressions being used by spokesmen of the American 

forces in the 

vomen” and of 

peninsula demonstrate Wet racism. They talk of Ascb women as “Niaja 

Arab Bedouins as “natural inhabitants”, as was reported by the Hesr 

10 February 1991. 
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Any talk of sn international coalition or claims that the dispute is between 

Iraq and the world are mere manoeuvres to conceal the provocations and blackmail 

that have made many Governments cave in to American pressure and collaborate vith 

the United States to hide the truth of American aggression against Iraq, The 

United States Government is well aware of the ugliness of this war and of its 

aggression. That is why it has come to describe it as a “just” war, as if it 

imagined that its terrorism against the States of the world and their people vould 

induce them to believe that raining hundreds of thousands of bombs from high 

altitudes, burning everything on the ground, and killing Iraqi adults and children 

alike, could represent a just var. 

If America believes that the idea of just war is represented by the Crusades 

against the Arab and Moslem world, it is only revealing its racist nature. In 

fact, it is igmring the American Council of Churches , which in mid-November 1990 

condemned the war and called for restoring the legitimate rights of the 

Palestinians. Lebanese and Cypriots. The United States zeal to avoid human 

casualties on its aide in order to avoid the ire of the American people has made it 

vage unprecedented technological and chemical warfare through intense ‘high-altitude 

air-raids, using land-to-land and air-to-air missiles, even though it may lead to 

the eradication of the Iraqi people and the destruction of the hydroelectrical 

infrastructure. as well as dams. bridges, roads and trees. 

Uowevet, the Unite& States claims that it is an honest, civilised country most 

keen to maintain human rights. The Defsnse Department, when mentioning the use of 

chemical wanpane u-q n+&ad dn Zrsq= +a~)& yet_ nnnehor nmrr# ~_k=t w&--i==, tke=+ --- -____ s---- 

its aggression, has set aside the Fourth Geneva Convention, which is an attempt to 

put (LO end to the “dirty” aspects of war. The use of such gases, in addition to 

intensive, round-the-clock air-raids that do not discriminate between a mosque and 
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a church, a camp or an old man, makes the United States and its allies outlaws in 

international illegitimacy. 

While we consider here the situation in the Arab Gulf, thousands of bombs are 

falling on all the cities and villages of Iraq. During the first day of the 

aggreaaion on 16 Yanuary 1990, American aircraft dropped 80,000 tons of explosivesr 

equivalent to one and a half times the force of the nuclear bomb dropped by the 

United State8 on Mrolhima. 
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since then, the United States and its collaborators in aggression have 

launched thousands of air sorties each day against Iraq. In the first three weeks 

there were 45,OGO SOrtiOS. Eighty-five thousand tons of explosives were dropped on 

Iraq. In terms of TNT, that is the equivalent of five Hiroshima bombs. The United 

States Administration and it8 COllabOratOrS - Zionists, Atlantic partners and 

crusaders alike - are petsSating in their aggression against Iraq, caring nothing 

for the destruction of the air, land and sea environment in Iraq and tbroughout the 

Arab Gulf region. During the first two days of the aggression, Iraq.8 peaceful 

nuclear and other industrial facilities were destroyed. This has led to the escape 

of a great deal of radiation and gas, killing many innocent civilians and perhaps 

causing deformities in future gen8ratianS. 

such actions show that the United States and its &llies will not stop at 

violating the Charter of the Unite% Nations or at exceeding the objectives and 

limits of the insulting resolution 678 (1990). They have actually violated the 

Fourth Geneva Convention on the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of Wars they 

have violated the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the Universal 

Declaration of flumen Rights, the General Assembly resolution prohibiting attacks on 

nuclear facilities, both active and un%er construction, and all religious and moral 

values. 

United States barbarity has not stopped at killing civilians, destroying 

hospitals, school6 and mosques and polluting the 8nVitOrUIWW it has attacked 

Iraq's very heritage from Nineveh in the north to Babel in the mi%lands to Or in 

the south, Iraq, the cradle OP civilination, contains more than half a million 

archaeological sites; of these 50,000 8r8 of the highest importance, including 

betveen 100 and 200 ancient urban centre6 that prospered over the ages. This is an 

atte'pt to %estroy the heritage of human oivilisation. 
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His Excellency the Foreign Minister of Iraq has provided comprehensive details 

of the acts of aggression in his letters dated 24 January 1991 and 1 February 1991 

addressed to the Secretary-General. Today, His Excellency sent a third letter on 

the heinous crime perpetrated by the forces of aggression when they bombed a 

civilian bomb shelter in a residential quarter of Baghdad. Four hundred innocent 

civilians, mostly women, children and elderly people, died in that attack - a8 we 

saw on television screens the world over. That ugly crime swells the black record 

of United States-Zionist aggression against our militant people. 

We call on the world to condemn that ugly crime and to reveal the truth about 

the aggression being perpetrated by the traditional forces of colonialism and 

imperialism under the leadership of the United States. Iraq lays full 

responsibility in the eyes of history and mankind for thooe crimes against our 

people and our country at the door of those parties. To condone such crimes in 

silence brings shame upon the United Nations. The State8 which voted in favour of 

resolution 678 (1990) bear a legal, political and moral responsibility for these 

crimes, for by bowing the the will of the United States, agreeing to tbat shameful 

resolution, they enabled the great criminal, the United States, to perpetrate those 

crimes. They will continue to bear that responsibility unless they firmly take an 

honourable position favouring an --d to the aggression and the crimes against 

mankiad perpetrated by the United AaLes. 

Since the barbaria raids have failed to break the backs of the Iraqi people, 

those United States raids have grown in intensity. Civilian urban areas have been 

bombed, along with all kinds of civilian infrastructure such aa Bower stations and 

-e-A OI.ml*ICLrr porvyo aY1111I-1". TSs ccrclee with It the t)rreet aP the spread of epidemic0 

among the population, particularly among women and the elderly. We believe the 

number of women, children and the elderly among the civilian victims has reached 

tens of thousands. 
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That brief description of plan prepared long ago by tho United States for its 

aggresion against Iraq, and of its implementation through intensive air-raids 

involving the dropping of tens of thousands of tons of oxplosives cud gases daily 

from high altitudes - OVW 39,999 feet - gives the lie to the ridiculous United 

States claims that it is eager to respect the rules of international humanitarian 

law and the Geneva Conventions. The way in which the United States attack is being 

carried out makes the bombardment of Civilian facilities and urban areas 

illevitablet the raids are of great intensity and are being carried out from very 

high altitudes. We believe that the united States destruction of entire 

neighbourhoods and other non-military infrastructure is premeditated. The United 

States knows that such attacks violate all the rules of international humanitarian 

law, the Fourth Geneva Convention on the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 

War, and other instruments including that recently adopted at the World Summit for 

children. 

In sum0 the United States and its allies have perpetrated, and continue to 

perpetrate, premeditated international crimes. They are like all the international 

ariminals who came before themr indeed, they make them seem like amatoure. 

We cannot but wonder: Why this aggression to destroy Iraq? Why this attempt 

to force us back into the Dark Ages? There are three main interlinked reesoss. 

My Government believes that the so-called Gulf crisis was a pretext to launch 

a new war against Iraq, the heart of the Arab nation, the hope of its new 

generation and the heart of ita steadfastness against United Stetes4!ionist 

imperialism an& its ambitions towards Arab wealth. Iraq is the only Arab State 

whose technological, economic and military capabilities en@e it to take political 

AInIl4mma 4nAanamAPnC "Q nnic_+4 ~~~egp~24nn4ci+ h-w. Mv----"-- ----c------ *mrs 4r - la 1 hrrnln ------ - -'p-'-*. v-1 e- --.- -- - --w-e 

war against old-time colonialism, represented by the United states, the United 
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Kingdom and Prance. 10 the past those countries had policies of colonialism and of 

enslaving peoples, pillaging their wealtht they planted the Zionist entity in the 

heart of the Arab homeland and created artificial entities to protect their oil 

companies. 

Pundrede of thousends of people in Asia, Africa and Latin America who have 

suffered the injustice and crimes of colonialism and neo-colonialism 8ee the 

so-called new international order a5 a new era of terrorism and threats against 

peoples striving for their freedom and independence and for relations of equality 

among States. 

The second reason for the United States aggression is an internal one. During 

the cold war the United States military machine and the banks aad corporations 

connected with it enjoyed unprecedented growth. But with the end of the cold war 

the American people expected a so-called peace dividend to make United States 

society more "human"; they expected a higher standard of livingr they expected 

homeless Americane to find shelter2 they expcted the poor to have medical caret 

they expected the environment to be cleaned up, 
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There was therefore a need for a regional war to put an end to all these 

expectations and hopes and to remilitariee the United States economy in order to 

make sure that the military-industrial complex would again be scpeme. Now 

communism is no longer the enemy. The enemy ie the third world's desire for 

national independence , which requires maintaining a state of siege and preventing 

the States of the third world from uniting their economic and geographical 

resources. 

Pinally, I must stress that the so-called new world order is nothing but the 

offspring of a new United States imperialism, an imperialism that diapoaea of the 

largest military arsenal in the world but that has no compareble economic or 

political force. Rather than trying to deal with its economic problems - the 

deterioration of the United States economy owing to competition in world markets 

with Japan end Germany - the military establishment decided to rely on military 

force to gain control of natural reaourcee, and in particular the oil resources of 

the Arab Gulf. If its hegemony in the Gulf were to be consolidated, the United 

States would have the upper hand against its competitors in the economic sphere who 

were under the United Statee nuclear umbrella until only yesterday and who, 

according to the present United States plan, must now depend upon a United States 

military presence in the Gulf to ensure their oil auppliee under conditioae set by 

the United States. 

It ie clear that the United States aggression against Iraq va8 

with the assistance of pressurea brought to bear agaiaat members of 

prepared for 

the Security 

Council and through attempts made to terrorise the majority of those members. The 

Council has aow lost control over the crisis and, indeed, its credibility in the 

tl,,4~d Ue,4..,.. rrA .X- Lt.- ---A e----- -.-m---w -r *a. WY "".*Y. Tlje United I&.ti$ha ad ita Weditiiity a8 en 

organiaatiol working for peace and iaternatioaal legitimacy are the first victims 

02 United States hegemony in the aftermath of the cold war4 
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The latest manoeuvres to attempt to delay this meeting of the Security Council 

and to turn it into a private meeting are merely further evidence of United States 

hegemony over the united Nations. If the United st8tQ5 continues with it5 acts of 

hegemony and aggression, it - God willing - will be the loser. All the State5 of 

the Arab Gulf, 811 the State5 of the third world, will find themselve5 kneeling 

before Lionist-American hegemony, militarily, politically and economically. 

However, United States aggression and its long-term plans set it on a path of 

confrontation not merely with Iraq hut ultimately with the world as a whole. Force 

cannot kill off the nationalist uprising8 in the world. Force cannot put an end to 

technological development in Europe and Japan. The United State8 empire will have 

an end in Europe and in Asia. 

Finally, Iraq ha8 proved to the United Stateaaad its collaboratore and 

aatellitea - and to tbe world - that aggression against it, however barbaric, will 

not be just a pleasant stroll for the aggressors. The price will be very high. 

Iraq 55 steadfast. Until tbe aggressor5 WithdraW we shall exercise our right and 

our duty to resort t0 legitimate self-defence against the attempts being made by 

the United State8 and it8 co-criminals to kill u8 off. Pa the end, God willing, we 

shall win through our steadfastness, through the strength of our people and our 

leadership and through tho solidarity of the Areb nation end the Islamic people5 

and of all who love peace in the world. 

The1 X thank the representative of Xraq for his kind word5 

addressed to me. 

& Devia (United Kingdom): This is the first occasion OP which 

the security Council has tit formally Since the expiry on 15 January of tba 

six-week poure of goodwill set up in Security Council resolution 678 (1990) aad 

since my co-try, along with a considerable number of others, under the authority 
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of that resolution initiated military ac:ion designed to bring about the liberation 

of Kuwait. lt is appropriate, therefore, in addition to the submission of the 

regular reports called for in operative paragraph 4 of Security Council 

resolution 678 (1990), which we are already provMing, to use this occasion to 

a%%ress some of the issues which have been raised in public debate and also by some 

members of the Council. 

Some have suggested that military action being taken by the allies is in some 

way excessive or disproportionate aud thus exceeds the '*all necessary means" 

authorise% in resolution 670 (1990) to bring ahout the liberation of Kuwait. But 

the nature and scope of the military action is dictate% not by some ebstract set of 

criteria but by the military capacity of the aggre88or. who has refused all 

attempts to remove him from Kuwait by peaceful means and has thus aecessitated the 

military action in course. Xn global terms frag has the fourth largest army in the 

worl%, after the Soviet Union, China ant? the United States. It has 1.85 million 

troops. That army is backed up 

as many battle tanka as Britain 

long-range missiles targeted at 

by a large modern air force; it has more than twice 

and France put togethert it is equipped with 

and dew fired at its neighbours: it is equipped 

with chemical weapons which it hea not hesitate% in the past to use against its 

neighbours and against its own populationt it has biological and nuclear ueapoas 

programmes whose degree of progresti io unknown but whose obgectlve is clear. 

Iraq'8 Befence expenditure in 1988 was agpgeximately 28 per cent of its gross 

douumtio probuct. That compares witb fagurea of just over 4 per cent for the 

Unite% Rixgdom, 2.9 per cent for France end 5.6 per cent for the United States. 

It is that military machine which seiaed Kuwait last Atkgustt it is thet 

military machine which ho:.& it to this day} and it is that military machine which 

now : .a6 to be removed from Kuwait ty force, It is to that oim an% in those 

specific cicum8tances that the force used must corresponii, asd it does 80. 
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Now, some have argued that the fighting should be confined to the territory of 

occupied Kuwait. A moment’s thought will show why that self-limitation would not 

make it possible to achieve the objectives of resolution 676 (1990) - though I may 

add #at coalition attacks are now concentrating more and more on Iraqi ground 

forces in and around Kuwait. But it requires a massive effort to dislodge this 

hug6 Iraqi war machine from Kuwait. Its logistical support and resources extend 

far beyond the confines of Kuwait. S@ hostilitier cannot possibly be confined to 

the geographical limits Of that country alone. 

But that does not mean tbat the allies have extended their objectives beyond 

those laid down in successive Security Council resolutions - namely, tbe withdrawal 

of Iraq from Kuwait, the return of Kuwait's legitimate Government and the 

restoration of peace and stability to tha region. We have not. We are not seeking 

to bring about the de&suction, occupation or dismemberment of Iraq or to decide 

who governs that country. We are seeking the liberation of Kuwait, no moro and no 

leas. The military action will end as soon aa t& objectives laid down by the 

council have been achieved. 

There have, alas, been civilian casualtiee. That cannot be denied. It la a 

SOUKCO of pain and regret. Our quarrel is not with the people of Wag, but with 

their rdars. The allied forces have been given the strictest intatructions to 

ettive to keep such casualties to the minimum and to avoid damaging oitea of 

religioutl and cultural significance. That is a sharp contraat to Iraq'8 

performance, which ha8 included the iadioctiminate firing of mioaAleo at centres of 

c$vilian population and then rejoicing publicly at the anguish and destruction they 

hrur gggg*&, --.- 
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Many reports of objective eyewitnesses have borne testimony to the general 

accuracy of allied bombing attack% and to the successful avoidance, in the vast 

majority of the many thousands of sorties flown, of centres of population. 

Iraq is a large country, with much uninhabited space. Iraqi military 

installations and production facilities could easily have been sited far away from 

centre8 of civilian population. That they have not been is merely another sign of 

the Iraqi leadership's disdain for the safety of ite own population. There is now 

increasing evidence that militery equipment and installations are actually being 

moved into civilian areas in odder to protect them from attack. 

It is rightly asked how this military conflict can be brought to an end. The 

short answer is by Iraq.0 committing itself unequivocally and irrevocably to full 

withdrawal from Xuwait and taking immediate, concrete measures to implem%nt that 

withdrawal. So far th%re i8 no rign of that. 

To the contrary, by rejeating the approach made by President Gorbachev after 

allied military operations began, by its deplorable and unacceptable public attack% 

on the Secretary-General and by its lack of response to any of the peace 

initiatives put forward s&ace 15 January, Iraq has m&e a mockery of the efforts of 

those who are trying to find a peaceful solution. We have ao wioh to dfecourage 

those efforts, so long as they are firmly based on the 12 Security Council 

resolution6 adopted 8inc8 the iavsoioa of 2 August. But to be realfotic such 

effort8 mu& begia in Baghdad. That is the door at which they must kaoak. 

The negative response reportedly given by Iraq to the meiwagev from the 

franien authorities giver us DO rea6oa at all to be optimistic that frag'8 leader% 

are ready to take th% action that could put an end to the conflict and loes of life, 

In these circumetancee, the idea of an unconditional pause of any kind makes 

no sea68 at all. It would only give Iraq time to regroup its forces and to repair 

the damage to its military inetallatioae, thus ensuring that any resurn%d hostilities 

l-1) (closed) 
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wore longer and mote costly in human lives that would other-rise bo the case. 

Pro&lent Saddam Iiusoein tries to represent this conflict ao one of a weak 

Iraq defend,%ng itself against the strong, au one on behalf of the Arab nation, as a 

Muslim holy war* How doss he dare? This conflict began on 2 August with the 

ungrovokrd invasion of a small country by its larger and infinitely stronger 

neighbour. Irag has siuco tried to swallow Kuwait and indood to wipe it off the 

map, and I find it macabre again that this afternoon we have to sit and listen to 

the representative of Iraq delivering a lengthy speech which manages not to mention 

the word "Ruwait". I look forward to the day when he will be compollod to use that 

word again. 

Aggreesors often claim religious motives, even when the religion in qua&ion 

forbid8 their acts. It ie 80 in this case. Iraq's aggression has been condemned 

by leading Islamio rcholars, and 13 of the r?ountriee participating in the coalition 

are Xuslim. Let us also remember that the invasion of Ruwait was condemned by the 

Arab Lsaguo and ie opposed by the vast majority of Arab States. 

Ths invasion of Kuwait has not advanced the cause of Palestines it has set it 

back. Uor was it designed to advance it. The Palestinians are* alas. no more than 

the pawns on the cbessboatd of President Saddam Bussein*s aubition. 

Uor is thi8 a conflict pitting the poorer countries against the ticbor. 

President Sad&m tlwsein in, I am afraid, no Robin Hoed, somehow seeking to take 

from the rich in order to give to the poor. The facts are tether different. 

KWweao 1980 and 19QO Itag, a country far from being one of the poorest among 

dsvsloping aountries. received many billiono of dollars in aid from other Arab 

YYYYC. .OD, Gore ---L-4 -- -- rulbr rkrr Lhr .rrrrerrr m -u -4” “--“I”.” to ezh ---- =cr?etrieo CrH t& p-w- -- 

whole developed world. The trouble was that that money &id not go to help the 

eaonomic development of Xraq, let alone of ite poorer Arab bretbrenr it vent to 
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finance the grandiose military schemes of its ruler, to finance a war against one 

of its neighbours, Iran, and to finance the building-up of the armed forces which 

carried out tho aggression against auother of its neighbours, Kuwait, which is the 

cause of the present dispute. 

The fact is that this confrontation is not about any of those things. Et is a 

confrontation between collective security, as pro&fled for in the Charter of the 

United Nations, and the law of the jungle. It is a COnfrOntatiOB between a world 

increasingly cosanitted to international rights and obligations and one where might 

is right. Since 2 August Iraq baa broken any nuxber of its international 

obligations. Xt has invaded and anneneil its neighbour by forcei it has pillaged 

and torture& Kuwait's population; it has taken hostagess since 15 January it has 

fired missiles at a country not a party to the disputer it has defied its 

obligations towards prisoners-of-war under the Geneva Conventions2 and it has 

resorted to unprecedented environmental terrorism. How it is threatening further 

actions against international law. 

Gnce before in this century a system of collective security, the League of 

Nations, failed to prevail over the law of the jungle, and one of the consequences 

was the Second World War. My country believes the eyetern 3f collective security 

contained in th@ United Nations Charter is worth fighting for, and we intend to see 

that it prevails. 

I should like to conclude by saying that I wa8 sorry the ropreeentative of 

Iraq so misunderstood the reason why a number of representatives feel that the 

asking of questions of some of the delegations that appear before the Council was 

Amrand .A ,- cama AI 4nAuA 4.A rrGa mrAnr"mAl ocnm ChAra nn**a4.rlrr *bra. a-a ----p--w SW w-".~----.m VW ---w-- -- me.- p--~-g--- s--..* -w-w -v-----m UII YIY 

cooperating with Kuwait over its liberation. In order to meke it 

that is not so, I wish now to address to him a few questions that 

quite clear that 

he might be able 
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to answer before the end of tbo debate. It would certainly help the Council's work 

if he were able to do SO. 

First, will Iraq withdraw immediately and unconditionally from Kunait, as 

required by the Security Council resolutions? 

Secondly, will the representative of Iraq give an undertaking that Iraq will 

abide by the Geneva Conventions regarding tbe treatment of prisoners of war? 

Thirdly, how are the prisoners of war from the countries of the allies being 

treatad? Why have their names not been given to the Interaatioaal Committee of the 

Red Cross? Where are tbey being held, and in what conditions7 

Fourthly, will the representative of fraq give an undertaking that Iraq will 

abide by its international obligations not to use chemical or biological weapons? 

I think the anaiwers to those questions could advance the Council's work a very 

long way if they were helpful. So t hope that the representative of Iraq will 

reflect very carefully on tbo possibility of speaking again before our debate is 

over and giving us some answers to those questions. 

Meanwhile, I should like merely to aesoaiate myself with the representative of 

the United State6 in saying that tbe questions addressed to the represeatativs of 

Kuwait are very germane0 and I look forward very much to hearing the answers to 

them before the end of the debate. 

The representative of Saudi Arabia might possibly reflect on two questions to 

which I should like to hear the answers. First, what is the nature of the military 

threat which Iraq has represented to Saudi Arabia since 2 August and represents 

today? Secondly, has Saudi Arabia received any indications, directly or 

indirectly, of Iraq's readiness to comply with Security council resolutiorP8 end 

withdrawal from Kuwait? 
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W. LI ospu (China) (interpretation from Chinese): Firat, Sir, it is a 

pleasure for me to oxtond my congratulations to you on your a8mumptfon of the 

Prerrideacy of tha Seourity Council for this month. I wish you auccews in guiding 

the Council's work at 8uab a arucial moment. Tba Chinese delegation will cooperate 

closely with you. 

I should also like to thank hnbasmdor Bagbeni Adeito losngeya of Zaire, 

President of the Security Council in January, for his excellent guidance of the 

Security Council's work last month. 

The international community made great efforts to bring about a peaceful 

sottlemont of ti Gulf crisis. Wo very much regret that all those efforta failed 

and war finally broke out. 
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The war has been going on for nearly a month, inflicting disastrous losses of 

;iifs and property. Many innocent civilians have been killed and many non-military 

installations demolished. We express our deep grief and sympathy. We are deeply 

concerned and worried that there exists a serious danger of the expansion and 

escalation of the war, and the situation is extremely grave. 

From the very start of the Gulf crisis, the Chinese Government hirs adopted a 

principled and responsible position. We have opposed Iraqi invasion and aMescatiOn 

of Kuwait and demanded that Iraq withdraw its troops from Kuwait inrmediately and 

unconditionally, and restore and respect the independence, sovereignty, territorial 

integrity and legitimate Government of Kuwait, At the same time, the Chinese 

Government has consintently held that the Gulf crisis should be settled through 

peaceful means within the framework of the relevant resolutions of the Security 

Council. We believe that, while a peaceful solution through negotiation6 may take 

longer, the cost will be lower , whereas the use of force will not provide a 

solution in a short time either, and there exists the possibility of a protracted 

and expanded war for which all the parties concerned will pay a high price. 

Consideration should be given to the fact that war has its own logic, 

independent of man's will, and that war will lead to many serious consequence& 

difficult to estimate at present. Modern war is cruel. The longer the war lasts, 

the more reriouo the consequences will be. Therefoza, we once again call upon the 

helligereat pertiee to exercise the greatest restraint and prevent the spread and 

expanrioa of the flames of war 80 that the people of the Middle East and the Gult 

region and the countries concerned will be saved from greater disasters, thus 

creating favourable conditions and providing opportunities for the international 

community to continue its search for a peaceful solution to the conflict. 

The Gulf war he8 caused universal concern and anxiety in the international 

collnnunity. Some States' leaders have put forward many peace proposals for an early 
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end to the war. We appreciate their efforts. We are of the view that, in order to 

give peace efforts a chance for progress, there should exist the following 

element8 I first, Iraq should signify that it will withdraw its troops from Kuwait 

inuaediatelyr secondly, the parties concerned agree to seek a peaceful solutions 

thirdly, the belligerent parties will exercise restraint so as to reduce 

hostilities and prevent the expansion and escalation of tbe wart fourthly, the 

settlement of the Middle East question should be scheduled) fifthly, the 

arrangements after the Gulf war should be made mainly by the countries in the 

region and foreign military forces should withdraw from the Gulf region. 

The Chinese Government has always supported the positive role played by the 

Security Council, the Secretary-General and the relevant States Members of the 

United Rations in eeakfng a peaceful solution to the Gulf crisis. Together with 

the international community, we are willing to continue to make our own 

contributions to achieving an early aolution to this crisis and restoring peace and 

stability in the Gulf region. 

The: I thank the representative of China for his kind words 

addressed to me. 

Mr. (Romania) ; I 

Sir, for the consummate art you have 

should like at the outset to congratulate you, 

displayed in your capacity a8 President of the 

Security Council during this particularly busy and delicate period in the 

activities of this body. My delegation is confident that your very able 

etewar$ebip will help us to achieve progress in the consideration of the item on 

out agenda. We also pay a highly deserved tribute to your predecessor in the 

presidency, Ambassador Bagbeni Adeito Naengeya of Zaire, for the exemplary manner 

in which he guided the Council’s work in January. 

Romania’s position on the situation between Iraq and Kuwait has been presented 

many times before the Council. In fact, from the very first hours after the 
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invasion of Kuwait by Iraq, Romania made known its stand, stating that no reason 

‘whatsoever could justify the use of force against a sovereign and independent 

State. Romania condemned the annexation of Kuwait and demanded the immediate, 

unconditional and complete withdrawal of the Iraqi forces. 

My country is strongly committed to morality and legality in all spheres of 

domestic and international life. It has made clear in all its statements on the 

item under consideration that a solution to the Persian Gulf conflict can be based 

only on the relevant resolutions of the Security Council. It is in this context 

that we joined in sponso:-ing and voted in favour of resolution 678 (1990), which 

outhoriees Wember States cooperating with the Government of Kuwait to use all 

necessary means to uphold and imnplement resolution 660 (1990) and all subsequent 

relevant resolutions and to restore international peace and security in the areb. 

Because of Iraq's refusal fully to comply with the relevant resolutions of the 

Security Council, resolution 678 (1990) is in process of being implemented by the 

use of force. In so doing, the international community made it clear to Iraq that 

there is no alternative to respecting the United Nations decisions and the 

principles of international law. 

tn fact, paragraph 3 of resolution 678 (1990) is addressed to the 

international community. It is in accordance with that paragraph that my country 

took recently an important political decision. I had the honour to summarise the 

content of that Becision in a letter addressed to the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations, subsequently circulated as document S/22206, dated 8 Pebruary 

1991. With the Council's permission, I should like to recall the main elements of 

the decision taken by Iiomania. In accordance wifh paragraph 3 of Security Council 

resolution 078 (1990) the Government of Romania has proposed and the Parliament of 

Romania has approved the sending to Saudi Arabia of a surgical hospital for medical 

assistance having a capacity of 200 beds and a staff of 360 persons. 
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Similar approval has been given for the sending to Saudi Arabia of a unit of 

the Pomanian Army at a strength of 180 persons, which can perform tasks of chemical 

decontamination. 

The two units have been formed on a voluntary basis and will be stationed 

behind tho operational area. They will perform a humanitarian mission. 

This decision by Romania is baaed on resolution 67% (19901, which requests all 

States to provide appropriate support for the actions undertaken to liberate Kuwait 

and to restore international peace and security in the Gulf area. This decision to 

send the surgical hospital an& the decontamination unit to Saudi Arabia will become 

effective after the conclusion of the necessary agreementa. 

It has been rightly pointed 

peaceful solution to the Persian 

the destruction and suffering of 

out that the failure of attempts to achieve a 

Gulf crisis has created a new situation, in which 

the people of Iraq, a part of the great Arab 

nation, are increasing day by day. We deeply regret the human losses and 

suffering. They are indeed great. But no one should forget who bears the full 

responsibility for the invasion of Kuwait, for the outbresk of war and for its 

tragic cOnsOquenceab It is only through the full implementation of the relevant 

Security Council resolutions that an end can be put to this tragic situation. That 

is why Iraq should clearly and unequivocally declare that it will fully comply with 

the Security Council resolutions. 

It should also be stressed that Izag is not the only CoU!Ltry suffering the 

consequences of the conflict in the Gulf. Above all, we should not forget Kuwait 

and its plight, its daily suffering and the violation of human rights in that 

country. Saudi Arabia has lived and is still living under a terrible threat. 

There is also Israel, subject to an unprovoked attack. On the other had, all the 

t&t ~VP invoked Article 80 of thp Charter are being confronted vith 

special economic problems arising from the carrying out of measures established by 
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resolution 661 (1990). The Security Council knows very Well the price of the 

implementation of sanctions against Iraq. For Romania, the strict observance of 

sanctions against Iraq has meant considerable lOsSe& and the hardship is 

compounded by the already difficult conditions of the Romanian economy, These 

losses and difficulties come at a moment of decisive importance for the economic 

reforms in Romania, and they generate additional suffering in the life of our 

people. Despite these difficulties, Romania is strictly observing and fully 

applying the Security Council resolutions. 

Before concluding, my delegation would like to emphasioe again that even at 

this very critical stage of the Gulf conflict the Security Council, through its 

formal and informal activities, can contribute to the liberation of Kuwait by 

ensuring compliance by Iraq with its resolutions, through the maximum use of 

political and diplomatic mean8 - which should be correctly understood by Iraq. 

We strongly reject any suggestion made here yesterday and today of the 

manipulation or malpractice8 of this body. This Beem& indeed, to be an attack on 

the dignity of a main body of the united Nations , an avatar of the past, a voice 

from the dark which sounded so strange in these times of change that I cannot even 

believe this really happened on these premises. Are we to go back to the 

ideological division of the world that we so much deplored in the fifties? Would 

it not be better to address the issue on the basis of international law and the 

accepted principle of the United btatioas that the invasion of foreign lands and the 

annexation of foreign countries must be condemned? Was it not similar practices 

that led the founders of the United Nations to conceive of an organisation able to 

stand up to aggression? 

My delegation would like also to reiterate its great appreciation of the 

who has put his valuable esgerience at the service of our common endeavours. we 
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of other countries that are working for 

Council resolutions on the situation 

couc5e of action leading to the 

restoration of peace and legal order, in conformity with the Charter of the United 

Nations. 

The: I thank the representative of Romania for the kind words 

he addressed to ma. 

Mr. DQHEKEELLMZB (Austria): As the representative of a new IMHnber, of a 

country that has not been a member of the council since 1974, may I firat be 

permitted to make a few general remarks. I shall be as brief as possible. 

During Austria's first term of membership of the Security Council, in 1973 

and 1974, we already experienced the heavy responsibilities of membership of the 

Council and, we believe, also showed our willingnoes to cooperate as closely a1 

possible with all it5 members. The years 1973 and 1974 were timea Of difficult 

challenges to international peace and security and to the United Nations, which at 

that time successfully affirmad its peace-keeping responsibilities. Now Austria 

ha8 again joined the Security Council at a critical time. 

We welcome the newly found common basis of the five permanent IIIQmb9tS 

Security Council for exercising their shared responsibility with regard to 

internationel peace and security. We believe that this development should 

00 the 

contribute to a strengthening of the role of law in international relations. At 

the same time, hovever, in our view this aew cooperation should in no way imply 

reduced participation by the other members of the Security Council, which ohare in 

the decision-making responsibilities of this body. Let me assure you, 

Mr, Presidentr that Austria is ready to make its contribution to the effeCthe 

working of the Council in all its aspects, 
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~Uatria. for oneN rupporto a strong role for a rtroug Seourity council. 

~ccor&ing to Article 24, paragraph 1 of the Charter of the United Nations, however, 

the sacuritv Council acts on behalf of all the Members of the United Nations. 

Therefore, the Coucil's decisions should, aa much and as often aa possible, be 

represeutative of the collective will of the whole international coaunuuity. Only 

in that way will it be able to maintain it8 political and acoraL legitimacy. we 

believe that the Council has to be - and has to be allowed to be - just and fair in 

all the caaea brought before it. In our View, the Council bas to make every effort I 

Austria is firmly committed to the purposes and the principles of the Charter 

of the United btations. It goes without saying tha! also during our second term as 

a member of the Corulcil we shell faithfully carry out all our obligations under the 

Charter and make every effort to contribute to the peaceful resolution of 

conflicts. XP this regard, it 18 our firm intention to make full use of +ho 

specific ~ssibilith8 of contributing t0 thee@ endeavoura that may be provided by 

Austria’s otatuo a8 a permaaentXy neutral couatry. 

to uphold, and if necessary enforce, the rule of law, regardlesu of where and by 

whom a breach of law occura. 
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I should now like to turn to the subject under consideration today, namely the 

sitntion between Iraq and Euwait. 

Wo t. l meeting here for the first time since the initiation of the use of 

force by States co-operating tiith the Government of Kuwait in purecance of 

Security Council resolution 678 (1990). It is, howev&r, important to recall that 

hoe:ilitiee started as long ago as 2 August, when Iraq invaded Kuwait. In the 

words of the Federal Chancellor of Austria, Vreaiteky, we , who have ourselves once 

been the victiir of military aggression, have good reason to support the action 

undertaken by the international community agilinet ae aggressor. And, as Foreign 

tiniater b¶ock said in the eat debate, hold in the Austrian Parliament on 

16 January* for Austria the coeclueione are cleart solidarity with those whoae 

-:.ghte hava b&?n violated. and solidarity also with the international community, 

which is etentifeg up against the violation of rights. Especially, a State the size 

of Austria has to be ButerPrted in international ralatiooe, which am determined 

lees by power end more by tke rulo of law. 

Ziaving said that, I should hasten to add that even at this \&kg hour, derptte 

the military action already undertaken, political and diplom.at~(l oggorbe etill hew 

their plecb and should. indeed, be intensified. 'fits lose of OuRpn liver and tb@ 

meterial doetructirm tbat have already occurred, and the eve4 greator lorrrer ia w  

future in tbe event that hoetilieiee coetinue, end enpecially if they escalate, 

make the search fot way8 and mpsae of bringleg these hoetjlitlee to an early end a 

aoral imperative. 

The humanitarian dimension of this conflict is of particular concern to us. 

Auetria, and I myself as Chaiman of the Security Couecil Committee established by 

reeolutton 661 (lQQO), will do the utmost to alleviate the grave situation. When 

we ealk about humn suffering, we mean the plight of the people of Kuwait and the 

civilian population of Iraq. We mean the disastrous con5equeucee fo;. all the 
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people of the region, the hardship imposed on the Jordanian people, the dangers to 

which the Isruuli posple am exposed, and the lot of the Palestinians, where 

aspirations have been neglected. We mean the refugees and migrant workers, aud we 

mean the prisoners of war, and even each and every soldier and their loved ones who 

do not knou how all this will end for them. 

What worries me deeply is that nobody can know where all this might end. 

While it is understandable that attention is being focused on dealing with the 

immediate situation. we must not lose sight of its long-term implications. It has 

been said that the Gulf conflict is a defining moment in history. Ihe way in which 

W8 deal with, and finally tea01Ve, this conflict will be of paradigmatic importance 

not only for the future of the region but also for the concept of collective 

security and the role of the United Uations as a whole. For Austria, the goal is 

clear. We seek full implementation of all Security Council resolutione beginuing 

with resolution 660 (1990) - no more, no less. 

Se-establishing peace and security in the area continues to require, first, a 

positive reaction by Irnq. It will then, however, also require other steps along 

the lines given by the Secretary-General in his statement of 15 January, and 

additional meamres. Eventually, only a political solution will provide the 

necessary framework for a just and lasting settlement of the problem8 of the region. 

I still remember Winstoa Churchill's words tailing for magnenimity ip victory 

and goodvill in peace. We have already seen reSOlUtion and defianae. Wow wo need 

tangible signs of compliance so that efforts may be resumed to find a political 

solution. Then vo will need magnanimity aad goodvill. Austria will not oaly lend 

its fu.11 oupport but also att6mpt to devise its own contribution, which I &all no 

doubt have the opportunity to presen t to this Council at a later stage. 
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Mr, (Ecuador) (interpretation from Spanish): yesterday, in 

the course of the Security Council's public meeting held to decide on the amenor in 

which it should meet to consider the agenda we have adopted, we had the opportunity 

to hear several significant ideas that clearly touched on fundamental and 

substantive aspects of this problem. Those idek, which wnbered no leas than 

four, placed our treatment of this matter in a perspective that my delegetion 

foresaw when we said we oaw uo reason to support the proposal to continue this 

meeting in private. Yesterday the Security Council indeed began the important 

debate in which it is now engaged. 

On 2 August 1990 the conscience of mankind was shocked by an event as 

inexplicable as it was illogical. At a time when we were all hailing the 

unguestionable progreos being made along the road of agreenmnt and peaceful 

dialogue, at a time when the Berlin Wall had fallen, at a time when ideological 

confrontation seemed to be dissolving and giving way to a conanon desire to 

strengthen freedom and democracy internatioually. at a time when peoples had 

assumed full responsibility as the makers of their own Destiny, at 5 time in short 

when .tbho cold war had come to an end and we could glimpse a new era of respect for 

international law, all of those expectetions were suddenly thwarta with the 

invaelon of a small State, ffuwait, by a powertul neighbour. 

The most imgortaut principles of the Charter of the United WatiQnS wet0 

violated when .that invasion took place. Sovereignty, independenq end the 

territorial integrity of a State wese violated. When Xraq proclaiaeab the 

ennexatioo of Kuwait, it oougbt to resist another fundameatJ prinaiple of 

ioternetiszml law, namely the nullity of territorial congwrts through the use 98 

force. In addition, its action was a flagrant rejection of the comiUnent we havg 

all solemnly uadertaken to ougpcwt peaceful solutions as the sole and exalusive 

means of resolvisg dieputee. 
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The international community reprebented by the Security Council reacted 

itmaocliately and adopted resolution 660 (1990) condemning the invasionr demanding 

the ia&nediate and unconditional withdrawal of Iraqi forces and rsising an appeal 

that Iraq and Kuwait inititiate negotiations to resolve their differences. 

Subsequent Iraqi challenges to the community of civilised nations gave rise to the 

immediate adoption of new Council resolutions. Thus economic sanctions were 

adopted against the invader. The nullity of the annexation of Kuwaiti territory 

was declared. It was demanded that Iraq permit and facilitate the departure of 

third-country nationals, and not endanger their security or health. Violations of 

diplomatic premises were condemned. It was demanded that the Iraqi authorities and 

occupation forces immediately ceade and desist from taking hostage tbe nationals of 

third countriea and mistreating and oppressing the nationals of Kuwait and third 

States and allow "&em to leave the ares immediately. Iraq's attempt to modify the 

demographic composition of the Kuwait& population was condemned. 
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None of the Security Council's demands and appeals were accepted by Iraq. No 

positive reaction was noted in the process upon which the community of nations 

embarked to bring about the fulfilment of the goal8 set forth fn Security Council 

resolution 660 (1990): the innnediate and unconditional withdrawal by Iraq from the 

territory of Kuwait. On 29 November 1990 the Council adopted resolution 678 (1990) 

authorising all Member States of the United Nations cooperating with ‘&wait to use 

all necessxy mans to uphold and implement resoiution 660 (1998) and all 

subsequent relevant resolutions and to restore international peace and security in 

the region. 

After the period granted to Iraq as a "pause of gooduill", the States 

cooperating with Kuwait, by virtue of the authoritation granted under resolution 

678 (1990), initiated military operations to bring about the liberation of Kuwait. 

It is therefore clear that all the Council’s resolutions adopted in response to the 

war initiated by Iraq were geared towards achieving the restoration and applicatioa 

of the principles and rules violated by the invader, leading to the dramatic 

rrituation through which we are now livinn. However, it ii3 equally clear that all 

resort to fotco hss negative implications that affect and violate the most 

elementary right8 of man and the aspirations of mankind. 

Ecuador believes that even when a military action is embarked upon, the goals 

of which are clearly and unequivocally established and limited in rosolutioos of 

the Council, efforts eim6d at adopting diplomatic aad political measures to resolve 

the problem should continue: and indeed be redoubled. I%6 civildaed consciencs of 

mankind and all the peoples of the planet are reising their voices against the 

was. Diplomacy, in lietening to that cutcry, must use all its imagination and 

datermiuntion in the search for peaceful solutionrr. 
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Thie ie what has occurred. I need not enumerate all of the initiatives that 

have sought from the very begiuuiug of the invasion of Kuwait, in various regions 

,auod various ways, to facilitate a diplomatic and peaceful solution. But I do wish 

to refer to the recent endeavour of the Ken-Alfgnnd Movement. and to the Soviet 

initiative carried out by L-. Primakov. We wish the greatest possible success to 

both of thoue initiatives. These are diplomatic measures that reiterate our 

univerual concern aud demonstrate the collective will to take action to bring about 

the restoration of peace. 

I believe it is also desirable to stress that all proposals conducive to 

laying out the framework of what coulil be a process of pacification onto the 

military conflict is over have a COIIPIK)~ denominator: the conviction that we must 

always leave a door open so that the sggressor may feel encouraged to return to the 

way of law. The history of human conflict teaches a constant lesson: in order to 

build authentic peace, we must look not only at present circumstances but also at 

those which will inevitably follow in the future. Despite the aggressor’s 

obduratty, we must remain persistent in searching for a way out, which, by restoring 

the rule of law, will make possible a peace that will be more easily accepted and 

therefore more lasting. 

Ecuador supports the Secretary-General in all his efforts to achieve a 

paacsful solution to this grave problem. We ate convinced that his esporience and 

determination and his calm dignity in the face of unjustified attacks will continue 

motivating him to esplore ways and mssns to facilitate what we all seek: a rapid 

conclusion to tha conflict aud tha reetoration of just and lasting peace. 

Latin &artiCa has Mt ra!saiusd indifferent to evaats ia ths Gulf. Tha Foreign 

Ministars of tha member States of the Die Group recently met in Caracas to consider 
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the 8itustion. At the and of their deliberations, they published a document from 

which I shall read the most salient paragrapha. The Foreign Miniatersa 

.**Agreed in reiterating their support for the resolutions of the United 

Liationa Security Council and in renewing their support for the role that must 

fall to the Secretary-Gsneral of the United Nations in promoting a solution to 

the conflict that will make possible the restoration of peace in conformity 

with international lair, the initiation of multilateral efforts aimed at a 

comprehensive, peaceful and definitive settlement of the problems of the 

region, end the submission of a report on developments in the fulfilment of 

Security Council reoolutioosr 

"Agreed in condemnfag the spread of the conflict through attacks upon 

non-belligerent countries in the ar4a. such as Israeli they agreed on the 

necewity for strict compliance with the Geneva Conventions on the treatment 

of prisoners of war, and that the parties to the conflict should abstain from 

the use of chemical or biological weapons and veapons of mass cr 

indiscriminate destruction; 

"Agreed in enpressing alarm at the damage to the environment occurring as 

a result of the conflict2 

“Agreed to maintain the question of the Middle East on the agenda for 

their periodic consultatiom and to entrusting a comnittee made up of 

Colon&&, Chile and Ecuador vlth followfry up on the Gulf crisis in all its 

aspects, including consideration of proposals and machinery ta enable the 

Group to s&e an effective contributioo to the adveot of a nev order of peace 

in the region based oo the participation of all the parties involved and on 

compliance with United Barioos resolutions, including solution of the problem 

of Palestine". 
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Ecuador, for its part, has iaafntained an unequfvocal position on this 

problem We believe that any solution must be based on strict compliance with the 

principle8 of the Charter embodied in the resolutions adopted by the Security 

Council. To facilitate that, all diplomatic endeavour is welcome and all peaceful 

initiatives should be explored. The fundamental aim of the Security Council 

resolutions is tho liberation of Kuwait and tbo restoration of international peace 

and 8ocurity in tbo region. Accordingly, it will be necoaeary 10 duo course to 

consider the framework within which to aeok implementation of all resolutions of 

the Council pertaining to the problems of the region, although implementation of 

the 12 Council resolutions on the Gulf problem is not con&itioned upon any 

conrfdorafioB oxtraneour, to that SgeCifiC problem. 

, 
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It is obvious that permanent peace throughout the region will lead ua to 

examine in a broader perspective respect for and compliance with all relevant 

resolutions of the Security Council and the establishment of machinery to make them 

effective. In that context, a conference on peace in the Middle East is of special 

importance. Once the war is over, the Arab nation will play a prominent role in 

all aspects of the region's security. 

I wish POW to discuss humanitarian aspect8 of the Gulf crisis. Unfortunately, 

every war has its victims, and that is why war is essentially evil. These losses 

are irretrievable, for, as George8 Bernanos put it, every human being is immortal 

and irreplaceable. The peoples of the world, who demand an attempt to find a way 

to put an end to the hostilities , were grief-stricken by yesterday's news about the 

results of the air raids. We see quite clearly the different responsibilities 

borne by those whose violation of international law gave rise to this crisis and by 

those who are trying to rsstore the rule of law. None the less, we believe we must 

strengthen the world Organisation'6 action and its humanitarian image. We believe 

additional measures can be taken to prevent or alleviate suffering by innocent 

civilian victims of the conflict. Here too Ecuador fully supports the proposa;Ls 

made by the Secretary-General and by international humanitarian organisations. 

Let me conclude by appealing, fir&, to the Government of Irag to reflect on 

and comply with the resolutions of the Security Council, and, secondly, to the 

members of the coalition supporing Kuwait to strive , without setting aside the just 

principles they are dofending, to promote peace in the region by ahowing the kind 

of flexibility that only the defender of justice and reason can show. A great 

Latin American, born in Mexico, 8enito Juarem said that in relations among nation8 

as in relations among men, peace is respect for the rights of others. 
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May reason, and thus law. prevail, and may peace be restored throughout the 

Middle Kast region. That is the hope of Ecuador. and it is our solemn commitment 

to work in favour of this cause. 

m. NOT- (Belgium) (interpretation from French): For more than six 

months Iraq has occupied Kuwait; Kuwait’e political independence and territorial 

integrity have been trampled by the fraqi army. In recent meetings of the Security 

Council we have had the opportunity to become fully aware of the violations and 

abuses perpetrated by tbe occupying troops. For six months Kuwait has be8n the 

victim of looting and of the arbitrary will of an illegitimate Power. That 

intolerable situation has forced hundreds of thousands of inhabitants of Kuwait to 

flee the country, w  hfle Iraqis have been moved into Kuwait to replace them. Most 

of the country's commercial and economic infrastructure has been pillaged or 

dismantledt many cultural, medical and social institutions have been devastated. 

All this suffering and destruction is rooted in Iraq's refusal to respect the 

most fundamental provisions of international law, its refusal to recognize the 

sovereignty of an independent State. If a small peaceful State can today be wiped 

dff ths map by a powerful neighbour with no reaction from the international 

community, few Members of the United Nations will feel safe. 

Fifty years ago, similar violations of international law led to a global 

conflict that rocked the world. It was precisely to put a rapid end to any such 

threat that our Organisation was founded and that 5t assumed the powers the 

Security Council has just implemented. For my country - which twice in this 

century has been invaded, which endured the burden of two lengthy occupations and 

wa6 twice liberated by an international coalition against totalitarianism and 

dictatorship - the principle of the degence of Kuwait and of the need to liberate 

it is crucial and basic. 
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The invasion and annexation of Kuwait aroused the entire international 

community to indignakion and condemnation. The United Nations gave effective and 

clear voice to that reaction in an unprecedented mobilisation of opinion. That i8 

the context in which the Security Council ha8 coudemed Iraq on 12 occasions, first 

for it8 aggression, then for its unbending refusal to withdraw from Kuwait. 

My Government understand8 and to a large oxteat ahares the Concern8 of the 

countries that called for today'8 meeting. The daily sight of combat and its 

aftermath gives rise to a desire to intervene to end the hostilities. 

Unfortunately, one must immediately remember that the sole cause of the p.reseot war 

in the Gulf was tha universally-condemned expenaionfam of the Iraqi rdgime and of 

that country'8 stubborn refusal to respect the will of the international community. 

Since the invasion of Ruuaft there have been numerous peace initiatives. They 

proliferated on the eve of the 15 January deadline and they continue to emerge 

today. We recall that all those efforts bf Westsrn countries and the Soviet Union 

and by Arab and non-aligned co:i.ntries - not to mention by the Secretary-General - 

were met with blunt rojectiont President Saddam Hussein Ob8tinately rejected the 

peace which uas, and still is, offered him. 

The Security Council has adopted 12 resolutions that clearly outline the 

objectives and maans that must guide u8 in restoring the full sovereignty of Kuwait. 

I would recall that the resolutions aim not only at the liberation of Kuwait 

aru3 the remtorakion of its legitimate Governneat but alno at the restoration of 

international peace and security in the region. The resolutions indicate the 

legitimate meom for hfberating Kuwaftt never forgetting the path of diplomatic 

por8ua5ion. they first imposed an embargo against Iraq before legitfmiaing, a8 a 

last teoott, the u8e of force. 
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It is in the legal framework of those resolutions that the Belgian Government 

views the action tbat has been taken and the concerna of the countries who have 

.spoken before the Council. In that connection, Belgium stands by four principles8 

the objectives set by the Council's resolutionst the means legitimately 

implemented; the solidarity that must unite tbe international community8 and 

humanitarian requirements. 



In numerou8 declaration8 the States that are cooperating with Kuwait within 

the friunework of the Security Council resolutions have reaffirmed their 

determination to abide by the objectives cet forth therein. 

being used by the coalition forces are clearly 

arms can only be judged in comparison with the 

Iraq in its attempt to perpetuate its presence 

For us, respect for the objectives of the 

implies two fundamental considerations. First 

impressive. 

unbelievable 

in Kuwait. 

Organisation 

of all, only 

The military means 

However, that force of 

apparatu "4 up by 

in the Gulf conflict 

a clear commitment by 

Iraq to withdra@ f!rom Kuwait. followed by concrete actions leading to complete 

respect for the Cou~cil's resolutions , COda result in a suspension of 

hostilities. It is also essential that we not negle-t the second objective set 

forth in resolution 676 (1990), namely, the conditions that would allow for the 

effective anB lasting restoration of international peace aa security in the 

region. My Government believes that after the liberation of Kuwait the Security 

Council must play a pivotal role in realising that goal. Within that contsxt 

Belgium, which ir one of the Staten members of the European Community, repeats its 

commitment to work actively to ensure a future of peace , stability and development, 

with social justice and regional economic solidarity for all the peoples of the 

region. To that end it will support the setting up of a conference on security and 

co-operation in the Middle East. The goal of such an undertaking would be the 

progressive K8dUCtfOtI of the mfsusderstendings and bitterness that continue to 

prevail in that region by giving pride of place, first, to problems of 

reconstruction and economic co-operation and then to those of security end respect 

for human rights. That system would complement tha efforts undertaken to promote a 

solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict. 2x1 that connection Belgfum renews the 

commitment it has made to developing a process designed to lead, at an appropriate 
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time and after serious preparation, to a settlement of the Palestinian problem. 

Here, my Government welcomes the intention of the Secretary-General to appoint in 

the very near future a new special representative who could begin the preparations 

for such a process. 

To achieve those objectives we should utze all the means the resolutions have 

made available to us. Here, I should like to deal specifically with the proposals 

put forward by the countries that have requested this meeting. The Belgian 

Government wishes to make two comments in this regard. First, the use of force, 

which became inevitable given the attitude of Iraq, should not put a halt to 

diplomacy. As the Secretary-General emphasised last week, all diplomatic 

initiatives should be supported that would promote the liberation of Kuwait and, 

therefore, the end of hostilities. 

On the other hand, however, diplomatic efforts unfortunately can no longer 

exclude at this stage the other means that have been brought into play to ensure 

respect for international law. A cessation of military operations would be 

interpreted by the GOVetWUeAt of Iraq a8 a sign of weakness on the part of the 

international community, and that Government would u8e it to bolster new arguments 

to justify its contempt for the Council's resolutions and take it as evidence of an 

illurrtory tactical advantage in the field. It is therefore likely that any kind of 

truce would have an effect contrary to the one hoped for and that it would 

ultimately serve to prolong hostilities rather than to cut them short. 

Only a new element would ellow the Council usefully to consider the 

interruption of hostilities. We all know what that element should bet Iraq's 

unequivocal commitmen t to withdraw from Kuwait, to be followed immediately by 

concrete actions prov fding a COnVinCing illustration of Iraq's intention to abide 

by all of the Council 'a repolutiona, 
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We ardently hope to see such a commitment from Iraq that would enable us to 

put a speedy end to the war and to the sufferings it is causing. 

The resolutions adopted by the Security Council are binding on all States. 

That clear principle of law has two consequences: on the one hand, all States must 

f3crupulously implement the embargo. That is an obligation under Charter VII of the 

Charter and not the result of a choice allowing for certain differences of 

interpretation. My Government welcomes the fact that the embargo has efFectively 

been implemented by Members of the Organisation. Moreover, Belgium has actively 

assisted in naval control of the embargo by dispatching four warships to the 

region. At the present time those ships have engaged in more than 2.500 searches 

at sea. However, we must note that even the nearly total application of the 

embargo has not led Iraq to fsbandoa its conquest. 

Beyond the embargo, we have all been urged to show solidarity with States 

co-operating in the liberation oi Kuwait. Such co-operation has reflected the 

means, responsibilities and geopolitical situations of the various States. Indeed, 

the resolutions leave it up to the States freely to determine the magnitude of 

their commitnrent. As for my aountry, we believe we have contributed to the 

collective effort through military support and by means of considerable medical 

assistance. 

I should like ta c~salu8e vith a fourth consideration concerning the 

humanitarian aspects of the present conflict, to vhich the Secretary-General 

referred in a timely matter la6t week during an informal meeting of the Council. 

8elqium shares the concerns voiaed in this Chamber regarding the suffering of 

Ruwaiti and Iraqi civillane, a suffering caused by the Baghdad regime's rgfusal to 

respect international lav. 

My Government vishes to emphasise three thing8 in this aonneot~onr Qirst, we 

are convinced that the States that are co-operating with Uuwait are doing all in 
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their pouer to enforce respect for humanitarian law, in particular the Geneva 

Conventions, both concerning the proteetion of civilians and concerning the 

treatment of prisoners of war. On the other hand, Iraq's behaviour gives rise to 

extreme concern. The sufferings inflicted upon Kuwait, the attacks deliberately 

aimed at civilians in Saudi Arabia and Israel, the fate of prisoners of war, not to 

mention the treatment meted out to the Kurdish population, the assaults on the 

environment and appeals to terrorism, are all violations of law and condemned by my 

country's authorities. 

Secondly, my Government will lend its assistance to any efforts designed to 

provide humanitarian assistance to the civilian population in Iraq and in Kuwait, 

in particular through the Red Cross and the Red Crescent, organizations to which I 

should like to pay a tribute for the active roles they are playing. In no case can 

such assistance be held hostage to the benefit of considerations that are totally 

foreign to humanitarian aid. In Ordst to avoid that situation my country hopes 

that, in accordance with resolution 666 (1990), the Committee on Sanctions will be 

able to meet without delay to make an objective asessment of the essential needs 

of the civilian populations, particularly of tbe most vulnerable sectors. That 

consideration will give us an idea of whether circumstances are likely to justify 

the inclusion of emergency food assistance to Iraq and Kuwait as part of 

humanitarian assistance. Such a decision would obviously entail the Iraqi 

Government's acceptance of effective control to guarantee the deStin&iOn of 

supplies sent, as explicitly pro&lea in the Geneva Conventions. 

Iii order to YWWYYY.. YCY P--^A-a.--&.a fa.= ,p.&%l -r, LA-..,&-. a.. &CIA ~.-,,t,,-~,, -r&-r- YY**YYL*CJ *Aa -cl &A~.~*~~**~ "~vv.", my 

country has approved plans for considerable assistance to cope with the needs of 

thousands of refugees. Our financial ascistance is also being addressed to the 

countries most affected by the economic consequences of the conflict, in particular 

Turkey, Egypt and Jordan. 
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Those are the considerations that motivate my Government in dealing with this 

conflict. 

In order to right a flagrant violation of international law the Security 

Council has had to authorise the use of force, with all the consequences that that 

entails. Events that have taken place since then have confirmed that that decision 

was, unfortunately, the only one possible. They have etrengthened our feeling that 

a policy of appeasement would only have provided the international community with a 

respite and would have forced it to confront later, in an even more dangerous 

context, the challenge facing it. 

That being the case0 any diplomatic effort with a serious chance of sucess 

deserves to be encouraged. The most important thing remains the evacuation of 

Kuwait. Only with such a withdrawal can the guns fall silent. It is now up to one 

single man to decide to do so. 
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Mt. (Union of Soviet Socialist Republica) (interpretation from 

Russian) a From the first moment of the outbreak at the beginning of August 1990 of 

the crisis in the Gulf region, resulting from the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, the 

Soviet Union took a strong position of principle, of firm condemnation of the 

aggression by Iraq against Kuwait and its consequent annexation, as a flagrant 

violation of the norm5 of international law, morality and civilised inter-State 

relations. Together with other members of the international community, the Soviet 

Union immediately took the aide of the victim of aggression and energetically spoke 

out in favour of the unconaitional, immediate and full withdrawal of Iraqi troops 

from the territory of Kuwait, the restoration of the independence and sovereignty 

of that State and the restoration of international legality and justice. 

At all stages of the conflict the Security Council has done everything in its 

power to ensure a peaceful solution - I emphasize *'peacefulH. The Council has 

adopted 12 resolutions aimed at settling the Kuwait crisis through political and 

other non-military means. 

The President of the Soviet Union, Mikhail Sergeyevich Gorbachev, in his 

statement of 9 February once again reaffirmed the fundamental fidelity of the 

Soviet Union to Security Council resolutions, which refleot the will of the 

international community and t&e hope of peoples for a new world order excluding 

aggression and encroachment on the territory and natural resources of others. 

Unfortunately, Iraq's rigid intransigence provoked the present tragic course 

of zvente. The world found itself faced with a most dangerous armed confrontation, 

whose alarmiag reverberations go far beyond the boundaries of the Middle past. 

The course of events in the war in the Gulf region is a source of great 

concern in the Soviet Union. Particularly alarming, and a matter of great regret 

in our country, are the reports being received of civilian victims. 
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Military actions have already caused enormous material damage. Entire 

countries - first Kuwait, now Iraq and later, perhapa, others as veil - are 

threatened by catastrophic destruction. The dumping of enormous quantities of oil 

into the Gulf may turn into a drastic ecological disaster. 

The Soviet Union has noted the statements made by countries parties to the 

coalition to the effect that the military operations they are carrying out are 

limited to the objective laid down in resolutions of the Security Council - namely, 

the liberation of Kuwait. At the same time, we cannot fail to take into account 

the fact that a further escalation of the conflict may create a danger exceeding 

the mandate of the Council’s resolutions. 

Extremely dangerous developments are seen in the acts of prOVOCatiOn 

attempting to expand the boundaries of the war to involve Israel and other States 

and in 80 doing to give the armed conflict yet another destructive dimension - the 

Arab-Israeli dimension. There is a growing danger of the use of weapons of mass 

destruction, above all chemical and bacteriological weapons. The possibility of 

such a development cannot but be of concern to the Soviet Union, particularly in 

view of the region’s proximity to our southern borders. 

As is well known, the Soviet Union has made considerable efforts to prevent 

the situation in the region from slidiug towards armed confrontation. The 

President of the Soviet Union and the Soviet leadership have on many occasions 

appealed to the fragi leadership, trying to persuade it to chow prudence and to 

carry out the resolutions of the Security Council. We are continuing to engage in 

contacts with all those who are in a position to promote a settlement of the 

CGrir'iict. 

Throughout the entire one-and-a-half-month-long pause of goodwill, and even 

after the beginning of military operations in accordance vith resolution 

678 (1990), we appealed to President Saddam Hussein not to make irr%msdiable 
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mistakes, to show a love of peace and to declare the withdrawal of Iraqi troops 

from Kuwait, Unfortunately, the answers of the Iraqi side to our appeals were 

unfailingly negative. 

In favouring the speedy cessation of hostilities and the start of a search for 

a political settlement, the Soviet Union is fully aware that wathout a clearly 

expressed readiness by the Iraqi leadership to carry out the demands of the 

international community and to leave Kuwait this cannot be achieved. 

The Soviet-American statement of 29 January emphasises that 

“a cessation of hostilities would be possible if Iraq would make an 

unequivocal commitment t.o withdraw from Kuwait. . . . such a commitment must be 

backed by immediate concrete steps leading to full compliance with the 

Security Council resolutions. ‘8 

Motivated by a sense of historic responsibility and by humanitarian 

considerations, and trying to work in all possible ways for a settlement on the 

basis of the Security Council resolutions, the President of the Soviet Union at 

this critiaal time recently publicly appealed once again to the President of Iraq 

to weigh everything that is at stake for his country and to demonstrate realism, 

which would make it possible to embark on the path of a reliable and just peaceful 

settlement. 

In this Connection, on 9 February President Gorbachev decided to send his 

personal representative to Baghdad for a meeting with President Hussein. That 

meeting took place on 12 February. In acting in this vay the Soviet Union wishes, 

together with Arab end other Muslim States, the countries of Kurope and Asia, and 

above all the United States of America and all the other permanent members or’ Liie 

Security Council, not only to assist in bringing about a speedy end to the war, but 

also to begin preparations for a lasting system of security on an equal footing in 

a region which is 80 important to the whole world. That includes, of course, a 
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settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict and the Palestinian problem, given the 

decisive role played in this process by those States which are located in the 

region. 

A worthy role in the post-war system must also be played by Iraq, whose people 

cannot be held responsible for what has happened. We believe that the Security 

Council must begin that work - preparation for a lasting system of security on an 

equal footing in the region under discussion - in the very near future. 

But the most important thing here today is to extinguish the flames of war in 

the Gulf as quickly as possible. We believe that the entire international 

community and all States must actively exert their influence on the Iraqi 

leadership to force it to change its mind. That is precisely the aim of the 

continuation of Soviet-Iraqi contacts now taking place in Moscow. 

In our view, the present discussion in the Security Council must serve as a 

clear reaffirmation of the need for the speedy implementation of the resolutions 

adopted so far by the Security Council, resolutions which have recently been 

subjected to attacks by Iraq. 

Our meeting here is a clear signal to the Xragi leadership that it must com@y 

with these just and well-founded decisions of t,he Security Council and in the 

interests of ita people and of peace in the region declare an immediate, full aa# 

unconditional withdrawal from Kuwait. 

In this connection, I have only one guestion for the representative of Iraqr 

When shall uta hear such a statement from the Iraqi leadership? 

The: There are a number of name5 remaining on the liet of 

speakers. With the concurrence of members of the Council, I shall suspend the 

meeting now until 10.30 tomorrow morning, 

Zbe meem et 7.50 Qdh 


