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The Bahá'i I n t e r n a t i o n a l Community welcomes the a t t e n t i o n that has been 
devoted i n recent years to implementation of the United Nations D e c l a r a t i o n 
on the E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l Forms of Intolerance and of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n Based on 
R e l i g i o n or B e l i e f , ¥e wholeheartedly commend the progress r e p o r t presented by 
the S p e c i a l Rapporteur, Mrs. Odio B e n i t o . ¥e furthermore express our si n c e r e 
c o n v i c t i o n that the recommendations adopted by the seminar on the encouragement 
of understanding, tolerance and respect i n matters r e l a t i n g to freedom of r e l i g i o n 
or b e l i e f , h e l d i n December of l a s t year, would i f f a i t h f u l l y considered and 
enacted by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, advance g r e a t l y the p r a c t i c a l p r o t e c t i o n 
of r e l i g i o u s r i g h t s . 

I n the Bahá'i view, r e l i g i o u s i n t o l e r a n c e springs from p r e j u d i c e s rooted i n 
r e l i g i o u s f a n a t i c i s m and dogmatism - the r e s u l t of man's t u r n i n g away from the 
s p i r i t u a l message of u n i t y and u n i v e r s a l love which i s the ve2y essence of every 
major r e l i g i o n i n the world. Any fair-minded observer who l i s t e n e d to the 
dis c u s s i o n s at the seminar would have concluded, from the views presented, that 
every r e l i g i o n i s i n s p i r e d by the i d e a l s of peace and of the u n i t y and e q u a l i t y 
of a l l human beings, and that every r e l i g i o n has taught, as one of i t s fundamental 
te n e t s , the p r i n c i p l e of r e l i g i o u s t olerance and understanding. Moreover, i t 
would have been apparent to him - and t h i s view, too, was repeatedly expressed at 
the seminar - that the d i f f e r e n c e s between r e l i g i o n s are minor and oft e n 
a r t i f i c i a l . Baha'is are convinced that r e l i g i o u s p r e j u d i c e can be er a d i c a t e d 
only through the development w i t h i n each i n d i v i d u a l of a profound, h e a r t f e l t 
r e c o g n i t i o n of the e s s e n t i a l u n i t y of r e l i g i o n s , and of the p r i n c i p l e of the 
organic oneness of the human race. Moreover, i t i s through the h e a l i n g power of 
r e l i g i o n i t s e l f , as the f i r s t teacher of these p r i n c i p l e s , that r e l i g i o u s 
i n t o l e r a n c e can best be combated. 

For a l l these reasons, Baha'is b e l i e v e that education aimed at f o s t e r i n g the 
development of an awareness of the agreement between r e l i g i o n s and the wholeness 
of human r e l a t i o n s h i p s represents the primary remedy to the d e s t r u c t i v e disease 
of r e l i g i o u s i n t o l e r a n c e . I n l i g h t of these views, we welcome paragraph 6 of 
Commission on Human R i ^ t s r e s o l u t i o n 1985/51» which i n v i t e s the Un i t e d Nations 
U n i v e r s i t y and other academic and research i n s t i t u t i o n s to undertake programmes 
and s t u d i e s on the encouragement of r e l i g i o u s understanding, tolerance and res p e c t . 
We would l i k e to suggest t h a t the s t u d i e s c a l l e d f o r by the Commission m i ^ t 
i n c l u d e , i n p a r t i c u l a r : 

(a) A s c h o l a r l y study on the commonality of s p i r i t u a l concepts i n a l l 
human s o c i e t i e s - f o r example, the concept of the existence of some Being 
s u p e r i o r to man; the twofold p h y s i c a l / s p i r i t u a l nature of man; and the 
p r i n c i p l e , "Do m t o others as you Would have them do unto you". 

(b) The compilation of a b i b l i o g r a p h y on r e l i g i o u s tolerance that would 
include works on the nature of r e l i g i o u s i n t o l e r a n c e , i t s r o o t s , the nature of 
p r e j u d i c e and educational methods to combat p r e j u d i c e and f o s t e r t o l e r a n c e . 
S e l e c t e d works could be inc l u d e d i n a recommended l i s t of m a t e r i a l s s u i t a b l e f o r 
use i n c u r r i c u l a at various educational l e v e l s . 

(c) A paper summarizing and a n a l y s i n g current educational programmes and 
e f f o r t s aimed at combating r e l i g i o u s i n t o l e r a n c e . We have suggested p r e v i o u s l y 
that UNESCO might be w e l l s u i t e d to undertake the c o l l e c t i o n and a n a l y s i s of 
informati o n from various countries about e x i s t i n g educational e f f o r t s i n t h i s 
f i e l d . 
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(d) A study recommending the various forms that education to comhat 
r e l i g i o u s p r e j u d i c e could take, and the various a c t i o n s that Governments might 
take i n the f i e l d s of educational c u r r i c u l a , cult-ure and the media. A paper on 
t h i s t c p i c might draw i n s p i r a t i o n , f o r example, from the recommendations considered 
at the 1978 I n t e r n a t i o n a l Congress on the Teaching of Human R i g h t s . 

A l l these s t u d i e s , i f s u c c e s s f u l l y completed, ought to he p u b l i c i z e d and made 
a v a i l a b l e to educational i n s t i t u t i o n s , communiiy or g a n i z a t i o n s and r e l i g i o u s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s at a l l l e v e l s . 

I n the area of l e g i s l a t i o n , c o n s t i t u t i o n a l guarantees and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
measures - which we b e l i e v e to be an important complement to educational 
a c t i v i t i e s - we have p r e v i o u s l y proposed t h a t a study might be undertaken of the 
Human Rights Committee's c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the measures that States have adopted 
to give e f f e c t to t h e i r o b l i g a t i o n s under A r t i c l e 18 of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant 
on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s . Such a study might have as i t s goal the 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of a core of b a s i c l e g a l guarantees and recourse procedures that 
should be i n f o r c e i n every country i n order to p r o t e c t r e l i g i o u s freedom. 

Because we f e e l that l e g a l measures are e s s e n t i a l , we welcome the d e c i s i o n 
of the Coimnission, i n r e s o l u t i o n I985/5I» "to request the Secretaiy-General to 
prepare a compendium of the n a t i o n a l l e g i s l a t i o n and r e g u l a t i o n s of States on 
the question of freedom of r e l i g i o n or b e l i e f . We f e e l t h a t such a compendium, 
once produced, should be made a v a i l a b l e to States as p a r t of an expanded e f f o r t 
to provide l e g a l a s s i s t a n c e to them, when requested, under the aegis of the Advisory 
Services Programme. 

While we have made a number of suggestions i n t h i s statement concerning 
studies that might be undertaken and l e g a l a s s i s t a n c e that might be provided to 
S t a t e s , we would l i k e to u n d e r l i n e , i n c o n c l u s i o n , that the value of these 
i n i t i a t i v e s l i e s i n the degree to which they i n s p i r e a c t i o n on the p a r t of 
Governments, r e l i g i o u s i n s t i t u t i o n s , community o r g a n i z a t i o n s , f a m i l i e s and 
i n d i v i d u a l s to recognize the t r u t h of r e l i g i o u s u n i t y and of the fundamental 
oneness of mankind, and to act upon t h i s t r u t h by c a s t i n g aside r e l i g i o u s d i v i s i o n s , 
f o s t e r i n g r e l i g i o u s understanding and u n h e s i t a t i n g l y implementing, i n p r a c t i c e , 
the p r o t e c t i o n of freedom of r e l i g i o n or b e l i e f . Nothing l e s s than a r a d i c a l 
change i n human a t t i t u d e s can sweep away, once and f o r a l l , a r t i f i c i a l r e l i g i o u s 
b a r r i e r s and p r e j u d i c e s , and e s t a b l i s h that s o c i e t y founded upon r e l i g i o u s harmony 
that we a l l l o n g f o r . We take t h i s opportunity to r e a f f i r m the commitment of 
Bahá'i communities around the world to achieve t h i s e s s e n t i a l change, and to a s s i s t 
the United Nations as i t s t r i v e s towards t h i s important g o a l . 


