Having considered the report of the Commission for
Social Development on its twenty-ninth session, "

1. Endorses the conclusions reached by the Commis-
sion for Social Development on the world social situation
and on the 1985 report on the world social situation,>'
annexed to the present resolution;

2. Transmits those conclusions to the General Assem-
bly for its consideration.

23rd plenary meeting
29 Mav 1985

ANNEX
Conclusions of the Commission for Social Development

I.  WORLD SOCIAL SITUATION

1. The Commission notes that recent years have seen a worsening of

the social situation in many parts of the world, particularly in Africa. as a
result of the disruptive consequences of the global economic crisis.
Achievements registered in certain regions and countries or in specific
areas of social development do not alter the fact that this deterioration
affects the developing countries in particular. Long-lasting problems that
have an important bearing on the situation remain unsolved. Additionally.
new problems have appeared, both in developing and in industrial coun-
tries, and much remains to be done to achieve the various objectives
adopted by the international community. Some countries appear to remain
untouched by the general deterioration.

2. The Commission reaftirms that the ultimate aim of development is
the constant improvement of the well-being of the entire population on the
basis of its full participation in the process of development and a fair dis
tribution of the benefits therefrom.

3. Four decades after the victory over fascism and nazism and the
founding of the United Nations, pressing social problems continue to
exist.

4. It is necessary to achieve the rapid and complete elimination of
the obstacles to the economic and social progress of peoples. Colonial-
ism, neo-colonialism, racism, racial discrimination, apartheid, aggres-
sion, occupation and foreign domination and all other forms of inequality
and exploitation of peoples constitute major obstacles to the economic
and social progress of developing countries and peoples. It is indeed
regrettable that even after the four decades that have elapsed since the
founding of the United Nations, progress in the eradication of apartheid
in South Africa remains slow and unsatisfactory.

5. The existing inequities and imbalances in international economic
relations are widening the gap between developed and developing coun-
tries, thereby constituting a major obstacle to the development of the
developing countries and adversely affecting international relations and
the promotion of world peace and security. The arms race and the aggra-
vation of international tension continue to contribute 10 the deterioration
of the world social situation. Disarmament would release resources that
could be used for the development of develuping countries and could con-
tribute to the wetl-being and prosperity of all.

6. It is necessary to have a reduction of social and economic dispari
ties and the adoption of measures to ensure the effective participation of
all people in the preparation and execution of national policies for
economic and social development. based on equal opportunities for all
and a full enjoyment of human rights.

7. The adverse social situation reflects the lack of implementation of
the Declaration on Social Progress and Development,?” other relevant
United Nations charters and declarations in the social and economic
fields, and the objectives and overall development goals adopted and
reaffirmed in the International Development Strategy for the Third
United Nations Development Decade.>?

8. Certain social and economic changes have occurred that have had
broad and negative repercussions on the elements constituting the social
sphere. There is a need to adapt governmental policies to the new and
urgent needs that have arisen.

9. Greater attention needs to be accorded (o a unified approach (o
development, as well as to the pursuance of international cconomic poli-
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cies in areas of trade, and monetary and fiscal policies consistent with
the overall objectives ot growth and development. The interdependence
that exists between economic development and social development is
much more apparent in developing countries facing a crushing debt bur-
den, which at present is having a devastating impact on the social condi-
tions of vulnerable groups. The worsening of the social situation has a
serious impact in particular areas and countries, notably on employment
and income distribution. Even though additional measures are required
for social progress, economic development is an essential prerequisite. It
has been stressed that social change and development can exert a posi-
tive influence in extricating societies from their economic difficulties.
The establishment of the new international economic order has become
of great importance for social progress.

10. A more rational use of various available resources should be
made by Governments, communities. local authorities and voluntary
organizations to deal with the worsening social situation, paying greater
attention to the most esential and deserving aspects of social develop
ment,

Il The 1985 report on the world social situation and the discussion
on the report i the Commission clearly indicate that existing approaches
Lo socio-economic development have not always been able to solve the
problems of mass poverty and underdevelopment. Aliernative develop
ment methods are needed. involving, in particular, more effective partici
pation by the people. Hopetul prospects for future progress towards social
amelioration are emerging in developed countries.  Technological mary
¢cls have appeared on the scene in those countries and been socially
assimilated by them at a remarkable rate. The potential exists for applying
existing and future technologies to the enhancement of social and produc
tive lile in the developing countries.

12, The social sitwation should be monitored in depth on a regular
basts, paying special attention to the manner of implementation of the
Declaration on Social Progress and Development and the International
Development  Strategy  for the Third United Nations  Development
Decade.

[T 1985 REFPORT ON THE WORLD SOCIAL SITUATION

13, The Commission, conscious of its responsibility for the serious
consideration and discussion of the issues before i, expresses its concern
at the considerable delay in the circulation of the documents, including
the 1985 report on the world social situation,™! and urges the Secretary-
General to ensure that the documents and the report to be considered by
the Commission are distributed as prescribed under the rules of procedure
of the functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council.

I4. The Commission 1s of the view that the report on the world social
situation will better serve the purpose of analysis of the world social situa
tion and trends if it is prepared at four-yearly intervals, as this provides a
reasonable time-span for measuring change.

15, For the sessions held in the intervening ycars, the Commission
should have before it a draft framewark of the forthcoming report on the
world social situation. 1o allow it 10 make suggestions in regard to the
preparation of the report. and an updated report on the main issues and
trends of international concern that have emerged since the last report on
the world social situation was prepared.

1. The next report on the world social situation should envisage an
averview of trends. within the framework of overall development, and ot
the impact of continuing imbalances in the world economy and interna-
tional economic crises that particularly affect developing countries. The
report should provide an intersectoral analysis of trends. issues and poli-
cies in the national, regional and international contexts. It should cover
ways of overcoming obstacles 1o soctal progress, the relationship between
peace and development. the need for disarmament and major international
social and economic concerns. in hine with the priorities indicated by the
General Assembly and the Economic and Social Coungil.

7. The next report should also include a more thorough analysis of
the impact of new and cmerging technologies on socio-economic condi-
tions, particularly in developing countries. It should analyse the progress
that has been made in the international diffusion of appropriate technol-
ogy and application of technology in improving social conditions in
developing countries.

1985/22. National experience in promoting the co-

operative movement

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 2459 (X X111 of
20 December 1968, 3273 (XXIX) of 10 December 1974,



31/37 of 30 November 1976, 33/47 of 14 December 1978
and 36/18 of 9 November 1981, and Council resolution
1983/15 of 26 May 1983,

Desiring to promote the implementation of the Interna-
tional Development Strategy for the Third United Nations
Development Decade, >

Bearing in mind the importance of the establishment and
growth of co-operatives as an instrument for the full
economic, social and cultural development of all members
of society,

Reaffirming the important role played by co-operatives
in the socio-economic development of developing coun-
tries,

Recognizing the necessity of training and educational
programmes at various levels for the growth,
diversification and professionalization of the management
of co-operatives,

Convinced that the exchange among countries of
national experience relating to the co-operative movement
plays an essential role in strengthening co-operatives for
the benefit of their members and in overcoming difficulties
in the development of various co-operatives,

Convinced of the important role that co-operatives in the
various sectors of the economy can play in improving the
production, marketing and consumption of food. with par-
ticular reference to special population groups,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General
on national experience in promoting the co-operative
movement; >

2. Invites the regional commissions and specialized
agencies concerned to make further efforts to promote the
co-operative movement as an effective instrument for the
improvement of the well-being of all people, and special
population groups in particular;

3. Invites the Secretary-General to include pertinent
information and data on the co-operative movement in
developing and developed countrics in relevant periodic
United Nations publications;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare, with
particular attention to developing countries, in consultation
with Member States, relevant organizations of the United
Nations system and non-governmental organizations, and
drawing on the work already under way elsewhere in the
United Nations system, a comprehensive report on national
experience in promoting the co-operative movement, pay-
ing special attention, infer alia. to the following aspects of
the question:

(@) The role of co-operatives in overall social and
economic development, particularly in rural areas;

(») The role of agricultural, savings, handicraft and
other types of co-operative organizations in the production,
marketing and consumption of food and related goods and
services;

(¢) The role of co-operative and co-operative-type
organizations in promoting development in urban areas:

(d) The participation of all people, including women,
youth, disabled persons and the aging, in co-operatives;

(e) The participation of peasants, including landless
peasants, 1n co-operatives;

() The role and extent of government support in
promoting co-operatives;

(g) Training and educational programmes to promote
the effectiveness of co-operatives and make them more
responsive to the needs of their members;
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(h) Ditficulties faced by countries in the establishment
and development of co-operatives and their experience in
overcoming them;

(i) Progress made in strengthening “movement-to-
movement’” activities:

(j) Progress made in promoting membership in and the
growth of co-operatives,

5. Further requests the Secretary-General to submit
that report. through the Commission for Social Develop-
ment and the Economic and Social Council, to the General
Assembly at its forty-second session for consideration
under the item entitled “National experience in achieving
far-reaching social and economic changes for the purpose
of social progress™.

23rd plenary meeting
29 May 1985

1985/23.

The Economic and Social Council,

Noting with great interest the importance attached by
the General Assembly and other United Nations bodies to
the concerns of youth,

Recalling its resolutions 1979/16 of 9 May 1979, 1981/
16 of 6 May 1981 and 1983/14 of 26 May 1983 on youth
in the contemporary world, and General Assembly resolu-
tion 39722 of 23 November 1984 on the International
Youth Year: Participation, Development, Peace,

Noting with satisfaction that the Declaration on the Pro-
motion among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual
Respect and Understanding between Peoples,® continues
to provide a useful basis and incentive for further action
in the field of youth, at the national, regional and interna-
tional levels,

Convinced that the preservation and strengthening of
international peace and security are prercquisites for a
sccure and happy future for the youth of all countries,

Recognizing the importance of integrating young people
into the overall life of society and of taking fully into
account their special needs when formulating national
plans and programmes.

Reaffirming the necessity of intensifying and consolidat-
ing the efforts of the United Nations so as to give effect to
a co-ordinated and practical approach to the youth pro-
grammes of all the United Nations agencies involved, as
well as strengthening co-operation with non-governmental
youth organizations or organizations dealing directly with
youth,

. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on
the situation of youth in the 1980s;°7

2. Requests the Sccretary-General to ensure appropri-
ate publicity for that report in the context of the activities
undertaken for the observance of the International Youth
Year: Participation, Development, Peace:

3. Decides that the Commission for Social Develop-
ment should consider at its thirtieth session ways and
means by which it could more effectively deal with youth
issues within the appropriate guidelines to be prepared by
the Advisory Committce for the International Youth Year
and approved by the General Assembly on the occasion of
the observance of the International Youth Year;™®

4. Decides 10 include the theme “Youth in the contem-
porary world™ in the provisional agenda for the thirtieth

Youth in the contemporary world
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