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The meeting was called to order at 3 p.is.

P

AGENDA ITEM L3: IWTERWATIONAL CO-OPLRATION I THE PEACETUL USES OF OUTER SPACE
(continued)

AGENDA ITINI L9: PRIEPARATION OF AN INTDRIATIONAL CONVENTION Oi PRIVCIPLES GOVERNING
THE USE BY STATES OF ARTIFICIAL EARTH SATELLITES FOR DIRECT TELEVISION
BROADCASTING (continued) (A/3L4/20: A/SPC/3L/L,10-L.12)

1. Uy, MAHMOOD (Pakistan) observed that the United Nations nrovided a unique
mechanism for finding and promoting co-~operative peaceful approaches to man's
exploration and exploitation of the potentials of the cosmic system. For the past
20 years, 1t had been engaged in laying down guidelines and providing a framewvork
for the peaceful use of outer space; during that time, it had made commendable
progress, including the adoption of several major international apgreements on outer
space and the recent drafting by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
of an agreement governing the activities of States on the moon and other celestial
bodies., Article XI of the draft agreement was particularly important, for it
affirmed that the moon and its natural resources were the common heritage of
mankind and provided for the establishment of an international régime governing

the exploitation of those resources. Article III was equally important, for it
urged that all States Parties should use the moon exclusively for peaceful purposes,
His delegation hoped that the draft agreement would be endorsed by the General
Agsembly at its current session.

2. The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space had also made progress in
organizing the Second United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space, convened by‘the General Assembly (resolution 33/16) in view of
the rapid developments which had taken place in the scientific and engineering
fields of space technology in the years since the Tirst Conference and which called
for a corresponding evolution in the political and legal response. His delegatin
endorsed the recommendations made by the Committee in its capacity as Preparatory
Committee for the Conference, in particular those relating to the convening of

the Conference in the latter half of 1932 and to its provisional agenda. The
Conference would provide a useful opportunity to take stock of the vnresent state of
space technology and its applications and would help to improve existing
institutional arrangements so that the benefits of space technology could be
enjoyed fully and safely by all countries, in particular the developing countries.

3. His delegation hoped that the Conference would help to strengthen the
co-ordinating role of the United Nations in the field of outer space and, in that
connexion, reiterated its proposal that an International Space Agency should be
set up, on the pattern of the International Atomic Lnergy Agency, to act as a
United Nations regulatory body for ensuring that Member States used outer space
and space research facilities solely for peaceful purnoses and that the benefits
deriving from present and future advances in space technology were maximized, in
particular for the develoning countries.

4, Unfortunately, the Committee's efforts in other areas had not been so
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revarding. So far, no agreement had been reached on the technical and legal
questions involved in remote sensing of the earth by satellites. His delegation
hoped that further discussions, and additional studies by the Secretariat, would
help to achieve agreement on the need for classification of remote sensing data
and on principles resuleting the dissemination of such data. Sensed States should
have full access to the data on their territories and be able to participate in
remcte sensing activities undertaken by the sensing State, In order to do so, they
must have the necessary ground facilities to receive and process the data thus
collected, Priority consideration must be given to the elaboration of an
international agreement aimed at ensurin~ the fullest possible application of
remocte sensing techniques, particularly for the benefit of developing countries.

5 With rezard to the use of artificial earth satellites for direct television
broadcasting, his delegation apreed that the international convention governing
such broacdcasts should include provisions to ensure that there was adequate
consultation and agreement between States onerating such satellites and States
receiving signals from theii. '"The conclusion of such a convention was particularly
urgent nowv that operational direct broadcast satellites had become a reality. The
Legal Sub-Committee should also continue to give close attention to the definition
and delimitation of outer space, bearing in mind questions relating to the
geostationary orbit, in order to ensure proper implementation of the legal
instruments governing outer space.

6. 'Tith regard to the use of nuclear power to propel satellites in outer space
orbits and the corresponding responsibility of the launching State, the Working
Group established to consider that issue had concluded that nuclear power sources
could be used in outer space, provided that the safety considerations outlined by
it were met in full., The experience of COSMOS-05L and the threat which it had
posed to human and animal life, showed the need for further study of that matter
with a view to enforcing foolproof safety standards, defining the responsibilities
of launching States and devising international emergency arrangements for search,
recovery and clean-up operations in the case of an accidental fall of such a
satellite.

T It wag essential that the benefits deriving from the latest technological
developments in space applications Dbe accessible to all countries. The United
Netions space applications programme had to some extent helped to give the
developing countries increased access to space applications, but lack of resources
had placed serious constraints on its activities. The content and scope of the
programme must be strengthened through the allocation of increased funds.

8. llis delewation had become a co-sponsor of the three draft resolutions now
before the Special Political Committee.

9. llr. PETREE (United States of America) observed that 1979 had seen significant
accomplishments in the exploration c¢f outer space and productive work by the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Swace. The United States welcomed the
increase in the number of countries participating in the peaceful uses of outer
space and, for its part, was continuing to enter into international co-operative
space projects.

/oe.
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10, In the area of sprce scieace, the past vear had seen the spectacular results
of the exploration of Juniter by two United States VOYAGTR space craft. In

July 1979, VOYACTR 2 had discovered g new Jovian moon, addine to the list of
Jovian phenomena {irst observed by VOYACER 2 in March,

11. The United States space craft PIOWEER 11 was still in oneration after
successfully flying past Saturn, the most distant planet so Taor reached in man's
xnloration of the solar system, and was now headins out of the solar system after
returning the first close-up pictures of Saturn and making: a nunber of important
scientific findingss. It had sustained no damage from high-velocity ring particles,
showing that space craft could safely operate outside the visible rings.

12, PICILLGR VENUS 1 and the five atwospheric probes comprising PIONLER VENUS 2
Lad reached Venus on 5 and ¢ December 1978, providing nev information on the
formation of the inner planets and on Teatures of the surface and atmosphere of
Venus.

13. 1ASA had reached agreement with the Buropean Space Agency on the

International Solar Polar Mission which was to explore interplanetary and solar
phenonena from the plane of the solar equator to the solar poles, NASA was also
continuing worl: on the GALILTIO orbiter and probe satellite mission in co-operation
rith the German Tederal liinistry for Research and Technology: the mission was
designed to conduct comprehensive investigations of Jupiter and its environment

and satellites. Trance and Canada were also participating in the GALILTO scientific
investigations.

1k, TVork had continued on the joint NASA/Uletherlands Agency for Aerospace
Programmes infra-red astronomical satellite, which was planned for launching in
August 1951. The Hetherlands was providing the infra-red telescone system, and
the United Kingdom Science Researcn Council was supplying ground stations and
preliminary data reduction facilities.

15. TViith regard to space transportation systems, payload nllocations had been
completed for the first !0 Shuttle launches, and agreements were currently being
negotiated with several countries and organizations to launch application-type
satellites and also international reimbursable SPACELAB missions using the Shuttle.
substantial progress had been made in the United States Shuttle programme, and the
Duropean SPACTLAB and Canadian remote manipulator system were also progressing on
a compatible schedule for a planned first orbital flight in the summer of 1980,

16. Vith regard to space and terrestrial anplications, seven LANDSAT ground
stations were currently operating in six countries and others were under development
in a further three countries. Additional stetions were exnected to be receiving
data in six other countries by 19¢5.

17. At the United Hations Conferenc= on Science and Technology for Development,
his country had anncunced the initiation of discussions with other States planning
to operate remote sensing satellites, with a view to ensuring that United States
and foreign remote sensing systems were as compatible and complementary as possible,
It had also called for discussions with user States and international development
asgistance and environmental organizations to ensure that data vere effectively
used in support of national and regional development programmes,

[ene
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18. Arrangements among the United States, Canada, France and the Soviet Union had
proceeded for the experimental satellite-aided Search and Rescue demonstration
project. Ground stations had also begun operatings in France for the reception of
NASA's heat capacity mapping mission and NIMBUS-T data.

19. The United States had held discussions with Japan on various aspects of space
science and space applications, and further steps were beins taken towards

launching new co -operative projects. Co-—-operation with the Soviet Union had
continued, particularly in the areas of space biology and medicine and planetary
exploration. JASA had also conducted two international reimbursable launchinss, the
UK--6 scientific satellite and an IITOLOAT IV,

20. The United States had of course been gratified that no damapge to life or
property had been caused by the descent of SKYLAB in July 1979. His country’'s
advance public notification policy and prompt settlement of claims in that case
showed that it recognized that its space activities also required it to accept its
responsibilities to mankind.

21. His delegation wished to corment and endorse the work done by the Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and its two Sub-Committees. The Committee had
finally completed a draft Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the moon
and other celestial bodies, known as the “lloon Treaty'’. That achievement was

a reaffirmation of the Committee's productivity and of the validity of its consensus
procedures. ©Such procedures were especially appropriate when dealing with outer
space, which, with its natural resources, was the common heritare of mankind. The
draft lioon ‘reaty vas based to a considerable extent on the 1967 Outer Space Treaty
and in no way limited the latter's provisions. It also represented, in its own
right, a meanigful advance in the cocification of international law dealing with
outer space, containing obligations which were of both immediate and long-term
application.y

22. Uith regard to the actual provisions of the draft Moon Treaty, his delegation
accepted the Committee's conclusions concerning article I and agreed that the
trajectories and orbits referred to in paragraph 2 did not include trajectories and
orbits of space objects between the earth and earth orbit. The fact that a space
object in the earth orbit was alsc in orbit around the sun did not, moreover, bring
space objects which were only in earth orbit within the scope of the Treaty. 'ith
regard to articles IT and III, his delegation noted the concern expressed by members
of the Outer Space Committee that space should not become yet another area where iran
made war. The prinicples and provisions of the Charter, which under article IT of
the draft Treaty were applicable to outer space, were as valid for outer space as
they were for the sea, land or air. Article III, paragraph 2, was desipned to

make 1t clear that it was forbidden for a party to the Moon Treaty to engage in any
threat or use of force on the moon if such acts would constitute a violation of its
internationol oblipgations with regard to the threat or use of force.

23. His delesation endorsed the Committee'’s understanding that the language of
article VII was not to be read in such a vay as to prohibit the exploitation of
natural resources to bte found on celestial bodies but rather that any such
exploitation must be so carried out as to minimize disruption of or adverse chanres
in the environrent. /
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24, The concept of the moon and celestial bodies as the common heritanse of markind,
as formally proposed by his country in 1972, was set forth in article XI,

paragraph 1, which made it clear that its meaning in the Moon Treaty was without
prejudice to its meaning in any other international instrument. 1ith regard to the
internaticnal régime to govern the exploitatisn of the natural resources of the
moon, provided for in article XI, paragraph 5, his Government would, when and if
negotiations for such a répime were called for under articles XI and XVIIT, make

a good~faith effort to ensure that they were successfully concluded. Tach of the
participants in the conference on such a régime would, cf course, have to

evaluate any treaty emerging from the conference in the light of their own national
interests. For his country, that would require a treaty which was balanced and
reasonable and which met with the approval of the United States Senate.

25. The draft Treaty placed no moratorium on the exploitation of the natural
resources of celestial bodies by States or their nationals, but it did provide that
any such exploitation must be carried out in accordance with article XI,

paragraph T, and article VI, paragraph 2. Article XI, paragraph T, provided a
framework for such exploitation, since even exnloitation undertaken by a State
Party or its nationals outside the context of the proposed résime would have to be
compatible with the provisions of that paragraph. The latter also provided an
incentive for exploitation, for it decreased States’ and private entities® doubts
about the advisability of embarking on the costly exploitation of the moon's
natural resources and recognized that equitable sharing of the tenefits deriving
therefrom required that special consideration be given both to those who had
contributed directly to the exploration of the moon and to the developing countries
and those who had indirectly contributed to the moon's exploration. Already, under
existing international co-operation in other areas of space applications, States
which had expended large resources on developing space systems to exploit space
applications had shared the benefits equitably with the international community.

26. Article XI, paragraph 8, not only set the standards for the exploitation of
natural resources but also ensured that the unrestricted right to collect samples

of natural resources was not infringed upon and that there was no limit on the
rights of States Parties to use appropriate gquantities of such natural resources for
their scientific research.

27. Vith regard to direct broadcast satellites, the Legal Sub~Committee had made
progress on the question of elaborating principles for the use by States of
artificial earth satellites for direct telvision broadcasting. In that connexion,
the UITLSCO Declaration on the Mass Media had already reaffirmed the importance of
guaranteeing mankind a free flow of information as a fundamental human risht.

28. lork on principles governing remote sensing of the earth's natural resources
and environment continued on a positive note. Already, experience with remote
sensing had demonstrated the potential offered by remote sensing svstems, showing
that the premature adoption of rigid theoretical principles roverning remote sensing
could only have proved detrimental. Remote sensing had so far occasioned no harm
to the national interests of any sensed State, and his delepgation hoped therefore
that any principles which were adopted would promote rather than hinder the benefits
vhich remote sensing could bring, to all States.

/..
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29. 1Ilis delesmation welcomed the fact that the expert ‘Torking Group of the
Scientific and Technical Sub--Cormittee had already been able to conclude that, with
proper safeguards, nuclear pover sources could be used safely in outer space. Tt
lecoked forward to the elaboration of safeguards in that Sub--Committee and to the
Leral Sub-Committee’s examinaticn of international law applicable to the use of
nuclear powver sources in outer space.

30. His delegation was not aware of any practical problems vhich would be solved by
defining or delimiting outer space, nor did it believe that the international
cormunity had as yet adequately examined the multitude of factors relevant to any
such definition or delimitation. Care must be taken to ensure that an arbitrary
decision did not inliibit or even stifle future effcrts to explore and use outer
space. His deleration was grateful that in the past the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space had not acted precipitously to adopt a demarcation of outer
space based on what had subsequently proved to be invalid assumptions. Could
anyone be certain that the presert proposals were based on any more immutable
assumptions? His delegation 2lso centinued to believe that no acceptable lepal or
scientific case could be made for claims of sovereignty over the geostationary

-y

orbit, which was clearly an intepral part of ouber space.

31. His delegation strongly supported the basic objective of the proposed Second
United llations Conference on the Txploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space,
namely to promote the benefits available on earth as a result of space science

and technology. Such benefits should be wmade available to the developing countries
to the fullest possible extent. His delegation looked forward to working closely
with all members in ensuring that the Conference was a success.

32, At its most recent session, the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 3pace
had discussed various nroposals for ensuring better co-ordination between its two
“ub Committees and for facilitatins thelr vork by eliminating general statements
except in the plenary Committee. Iis delegation hoped that additional consideration
wvould be given to those proposals, so that they could be tried on at least an
experimental basis.

33. ilr. VERCELES (Philippines) said that, while his Government's activities in

the application of outer space technologsy had been modest compared with those of
more advanced countries, its programmes and efforts reflected the importance it
attached to space technologry and science in the social and economic develorment of
the Phllippines. His country's princivpal interests currently lay in the areas of
remote sensing, direct television broadcasting and weteorology. because, in its
opinion, developments in those areas would be of the greatest benefit to a
developing, country like the Philippines. Accordingly, his country was
participating actively in the outer space programmes of the United Tations and of
non- governmental orgsanizations. In that connexion, his delegation noted with
satisfaction the latest report submitted by the lorld lieteorolopical Organization
on itz Tronical Cyclone Project., and he exoressed the hope that that project would
eventually make it possible to redirect or prevent destructive typhoons, rnich were
a particular problem for his country.
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3k. The Philippines also planned to expand and improve its telecommunications
system through co-operation with its partners in the Association of South-Dast
Asisn Countries, particularly by utilizing the spare capacity of the Indonesian
PALAPA satellite. His country was also conducting major research and applications
programmes through the use of remote sensing by satellites.

35. He now wished to turn to the report of the Outer Space Committee (A/34/20).

In view of the implications which space science and technology had for the social
and economic advancement of mankind, and particularly for people in the developing
countries, his delegation welcomed the proposal to convene a Second United Nations
Conference on the Ixploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in the second half
of 1982. IHowever, his delegation felt that the Conference should focus on finding
ways to enable all countries, especially the developing countries, to utilize and
benefit fully from space technology.

36. Vith regard to the remote sensing of the earth by satellites and the
dissemination of the data thus obtained, his delesation believed that, in accordance
with the principle of the permanent sovereignty of States over their natural
resources, the data and information thus collected should be made available to the
sensed State as a matter of priority. Moreover certain types of data should not

be disseminated without the prior consent of the sensed State. He expressed the
hope that the Legal Sub-Committee, in consultation with the Technical and

Scientific Sub-Committee, would be able to reach agreement on principles governing
that important matter.

37. His delegation endorsed the principle, set forth in article XI of the draft
agreenent governing the activities of States on the moon and other celestial bodies,
that the moon and its natural resources were the common heritage of mankind.

Because of their underdevelopment, the developing countries did not expect to
benefit significantly from the entry into force of the draft agreement. However, in
view of the nuclear capabilities of certain Powers, article IIT ard IV were
particularly significant.

30. Vith regard to the elaboration of principles sgoverning the use by States of
artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting. effective

criteria should be established to ensure that the cultural heritage, customs and
traditions of all States were preserved and fostered. His delegation hoped that a
compromise solution could be found on that key issue, and it appreciated the
efforts of the Canadian, Swedish and United States delegations to that end.

llis delepation therefore endorsed the recommendation of the Outer Svace Committee
that the Legal Sub-Committee should continue, as a matter of priortiy, to

consider that item at its next session.
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39, Since the Vorking Group established by the Scientific and Technical
Sub=Committee had concluded that nuclear power sources could be used safely in
outer space provided that certain safety conditions were met, his delegation
supported the recommendation that the two Sub-Committees should continue their
work on that subject with a viesw to elaborating principles and measures 1o eusure
such safety.

4o, His delegation's interest in all those items was reflected in the fact that
it had Jjoined in sponsoring the three draft resolutions that were before the
Special Political Committee.

41, Mankind was on the threshold of a new era of international co-operation in
the exploration and peaceful uses of outer space, and it was up to the United
Mations to ensure that such co-operation was based on equity and mutual advantage.

42, UYr. GOULDING (United Kingdom) said that his delegation was especially pleased
at the progress made during the twenty-second session of the Outer Space Committee,
although it had hoped that progress would be made in other areas as well. In
particular, his delegation welcomed the drafting of a treaty relating to the

moon and hoped that it would receive the widest possible adherence. In that
connexion, he drew attenticn to the fact that the United Kingdom had agreed to

the reference in article III, paragraph 2, to "any other hostile act or threat of
hostile act" on the understanding that the treaty - and consequently the
prohibition referred to - related only to the moon and celestial bodies and not

to the earth.

43, His delegation also welcomed the fact that the Outer Space Committee had
decided to include the question of nuclear power sources in outer space in the
agenda of the Legal Sub-Committee. His delegation favoured the elaboration of a
multilateral legal régime governing the use of nuclear power sources in outer
space; it was important that a free and open discussion should be held on that
subject, for it concerned all countries that were directly or indirectly interested
in outer space.

WL, His delegation was also pleased that agreement had been reached both on a
draft agenda for the Second United Mations Conference on the Exploration and
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and on a date for the Conference.

45, Despite the propgress made in the areas to which he had referred, his delegation
regretted the fact that no agreement had been reached on the text of a set of
principles governing direct television broadcasting by satellites. His

Government's approach to that subject was based on its attachment to the concept

of the free dissemination of information across frontiers and the right of
individuals to receive and impart such information. It felt that the text put
forward by Canada and Sweden offered an appropriate basis on which the differing
attitudes could be reconciled. He expressed the hope that the Outer Space

Committee would agree on a text of the principles in 1980.

46, In conclusion, referring to the working methods of the Outer Space Committee
and its two Sub-Committees, his delegation thought that better co-ordination of

/o..
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ilic meetings of those bodies could reduce wasteful duplication, and his Government
vaa prepaced to consider cositively any proposals to that end. For information

on United Hincdom space activities during 1970, he referred members to the
atetement Thich his delegation had made in the Outer Space Committec on

25 June 1079 (A/AC.105/PV.195).

L7, He drew attention to the fact that his dele~ation was a snonsor of the
three dr-ft resclutions currently before the Special Political Committee.

i3, M. TOLBASIW (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) said that during 1973
and 1979 there had been major achievements in the exploration of outer space.

In 1978, +the two cosmonauts Vladimir Xovalenok, a native of Byelorussis, and
Aleksandr Ivanchenkov had undertaken a menned orbital space mission lasting

140 days. Their spacacraft, the SOYUZ-29, had linked up with the SALYUT-6

space station, and on 25 June the two had been joined by the SOYUZ-30, manned by
an international crew consistinz of +the Soviet cosmonaut Pyotr Klimuk, also a
native of Twelorussia, and the Polish cosmonaut lMiroslaw Hermaszewski. The
flight of the S0YUZ-31 on 27 August 1978 had been manned by cosmonauts from the
Soviet Union and the German Democratic Republic. A wide range of scientific,
technical and biological experimenis had been carried out on board the
SALYUT--5-80YUZ complex, including photography of the earth's surface during the
several seasons of the year covered by the period of the flight, an achievement
of considerable importance for the understanding of flora and fauna, the wvater
valance of rivers and other seasonal vhenomena. During the 1978 record-breaking
175-day manned space mission of the Soviet cosmonauts Lyakhov and Ryumin, a
nunber of studies had been made of the earth's resources and environment, and the
space radiotelescope, delivered to the station while in orbit by the PROGRESS-T
spaceship, had made it possible to carry out a number of valuable astrophysical
and feophysical experiments. More than 50 experiments had been performed on
obtaining, under conditions of veightlessness, monocrystalline semi-conducting
substances, metallic alloys and compound substances, and the crew had also
carried out a range of technological experiments with equipment supplied by France
under the programme of co-operation between the Soviet Union and France. The
SALYUT-6-30YUZ flight represented significant progress in the development of
long-duration manned space missions. The achievements of Soviet space technology
onened up new vistas for the peaceful use of cuter space for the benefit of
mankind.

"9, The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space had done a great deal of
work over the past year. The importance for international relations of the draft
treaty on the moon, originally proposed many years before by the Soviet Union,
could bardly be overemphasized. It was sufficient to mention article ITIT,
according to which the moon was to be used by all States Partics exclusively for
peaceful purposes. The draft treaty on the moon, besides being a major
contribution to international law, would be an important element in the developmert
ot inubtual trust among States and would help to strengthen world peace.

50, His delegation favoured the adoption of the draft resclutions before the
Committee, which vere intended to promote the further development of internationsl
co-operation in the peaceful uses of ouler space.

/...



A/SPC/3L/SR.19
I'nelish
Papge 11

(Mr. Kolbasin, Bvelorussian S35R)

51. The report of the Outer Space Committee (A/34/20) also gave an interesting
account of the preparations for the Second United Nations Confercnce on the
Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. More than two decades had elapsed
since the last coaference, and the new one would be an opportunity for the
exchange of experience gained since them in space technology and its applications
to communications, navigation, meteorology, scientific research and other fields.
Thile a number of practical problems connected with the Conference had already
been solved, the Committee had not yet been able to decide on its venue. That,
however, presented no difficulty, as the Soviet Union had already indicated the
possibility of its being held in Moscow, the capital of a country which had made
an outstanding contribution to the exploration of outer space. He hoped that
peaceful co-operation in outer space activities would be further developed and
strengthened for the sake of peace and human advancement.

52. Mr. GOMEZ ROBLEDO (Mexico) £aid that his delegation had joined in sponsoring
the three draft resclutions currently before the Committee because, as a member

of the Outer Space Committee, it had wished to express its appreciation for the
effort which those resolutions reflected. Draft resolution A/SPC/34/L.10
reflected more particularly the work of the Sub-Committees in drafting the
agreement relating to the moon (para. 3), but he expressed the hope that the
provisions concerning the principles relating to remote sensing, direct television
broadcasting and the zeostationary orbit, would also receive special attention.
His delegation was convinced that such important questions called for closer
international co-operation.

53. With regard to draft resolution A/SPC/3L/L.11, his delegation supported it
in its entirety because it felt that the time had come to hold the Second United
Nations Conference on the Ixploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. If the
Conference was properly prepared and organized, it would help to make the
benefits of outer space available to all people, especially those in the
developing countries, and to improve co-operation in outer space activities.

54. With regard to draft resolution A/SPC/34/L.12, he expressed his delegation's
appreciation to the Outer Space Committee and to the Legal Sub-Committee for
having overcome so many obstacles and having reached agreement on a complete

text of the draft treaty relating to the moon. In the spirit of previous
agreements and in keeping with the current climate at the United Nations, the
moon treaty proclaimed that the moon and its natural resources were the common
heritage of mankind (art. XI). In his delegation's opinion, the draft treaty

" had achieved a difficult balance between idealism and realism in establishing rules
to guide mankind's activities on the moone While law invariably reflected social
reality, it could at times anticipate and shape that reality. Accordingly, his
delegation shared the view of the Chairman of the Outer Space Committee that a
small element of utopia should be injected into discussions of outer space.
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55. Mr. SURYOKUSUMO (Indonesia) pointed out that, during its twenty-second
session, the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space had achieved two
significant results, namely, the drafting of the ansreement governinge the
activities of States on the moon and other celestial bodies and the decision to
hold the Second United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space in 1982. Indonesia welcomed the draft agreement relating to the
moon, which was undoubtedly a milestone in the development of space law and
which demonstrated the progress that could be made in resolving issues through
the recognition of mutual interests and a spirit of compromise.

56. Referring, in particular, to the provisions of articles V and XI of the

draft, he drew attention to the fact that Indonesia had long held those provisions
to be fundamental; his delegation accordingly welcomed their incorporation into

the draft agreement. Moreover, his delegation endorsed the Outer Space Committee's
decision to submit the draft apgreement to the General Assembly at its current
session with a view to its final adoption and opening for sirnature.

57. The work of the Outer Space Committee had, however, been less successful

on other issues because of the lack of political will and the positions of
various delegations, including his own, which had remained basically unchanged
over the years. For example, questions relating to consent and notification had
continued to impede the formulation of draft principles on remote sensing and
direct satellite broadcasting.

58. In connexion with the legal implications of remote sensing, his delegation
wished to reiterate that such activities should not infringe on the sovereisnty
of States over their natural resources. It was equally important to recognize
the need for prior consultation with the sensed State and its right to access, on
a priority basis, to data and information concerning its Territory as well as to
consultation prior to the dissemination of such data to third parties. Those
principles could only be implemented through greater international co-operation
and through broader participation of the developines countries in such activities.

59. With regard to direct satellite broadcasting, Indonesia wished to reiterate
that the principle of consultation and agreement between States offered the best
prospect for a compromise, taking into account the frequently diverging views on
that type of technology. Consultations between the broadcasting State and
recipient States would ensure respect for the sovereirn rights of States and for
the principle of non-interference in internal affairs. Moreover, Indonesia did
not think that the principle of freedom of information would be violated by the
establishment of reasonable restraints to safeguard the cultural identity of the
peoples of the recipient States. Consequently, States affected by such broadcasts
should have the right to request consultation with a view to findins an acceptable
solution. In that connexion, consideration should also be given to the question
of participation by recipient States in production and programming activities of
particular interest to them. Through such co-operative measures his delesation
hoped that a derree of consensus could be reached on that important matter.
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60. While the question of the definition and/or delimitation of outer space had
often been considered premature and had thus not received due attention, scientific
and technological advances and the launching of satellites into geostationary
orbit, coupled with the claims of equatorial States to sovereign rights over
certain parts of space, had given rise to serious interrelated technological,
political and legal questions. Those develonments had revealed the need for an
agreement and for equitable consideration for the right of all States to utilize
the benefits of the geostationary orbit. His delegation hoped that those issues
would be given serious attention with a view to finding solutions that would be
acceptable to all concerned. In that connexion, it endorsed the recomnmendation

in paragraph 54 of the Cormittee's report that an informative paver on the

dynamics of the vopulation of satellites should be prepared and that a study should
be undertaken on the most efficient and economic means of using the peostationary
orbit with a view to assessing its wider use, particularly by developing countries.

61, His delegation also welcomed the proposal contained in paragraph 73 of the
report that the United Nations should act as a repository for information
concerning co-operative programmes in space applications, since that would provide
the developing countries with an over-all view of the various activities and would
thus be of considerable educational value.

62. His delegation had noted with satisfaction the agreement reached with regard
to the convening of the Second United lations Conference on the Fxploration and
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. Such agreement was important in order to estimate
costs and make other preparations. Ilowever, the delay in convening the Conference
misht result in a loss of momentum and perhaps a loss of interest as well. His
delegation regretted the fact that no decision had been reached on the site of the
Conference, but it hoped agreement could be achieved on that question in the near
future.

63. With regard to the future work of the Sub-Committees, his delegation supported
the recommendation of the Outer Space Committee that the agenda of the Legal
Sub-Committee should include an item concerning the review of existing international
law in connexion with the uses of nuclear power sources in outer space, as vas
indicated in paragraph 119 of the Committee'’s report.

6L. In conclusion, his delepation felt that technological developments would
continue to expand the possibilities for international co-operation and that,
accordingly, appropriate means must be found to increase the participation of all
nations in future space activities. In particular, all countries should be
involved in any major space projects that were expected to be of practical benefit
to the international community. Through such co-operative endeavours, it would be
possible to preserve the peaceful environment of outer space.

65. Mr. DIFZ (Chile) observed that the main achievement of the Outer Space
Conmittee during its twenty-second session had been the draft agreement relating to
the moon, which was yet another example of the effectiveness that had characterized
fknat Committee since its establishment. The drafting of the agreement was an
‘achievement for both the developed and the developing countries in that it provided

/...
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for the effective co-operation of States, on an equal footing, in the exploration
and future utilization of the moon for the benefit of all mankind# In that regard,
article XI, varasgraph 1, was a central element of the text. IlMoreover, the
provisions of article III clearly reflected the international community's
determination that the moon should never become an arena for military rilvalry
between the preat Powers. His delegation hoped that the Special Political
Committee would give its full support to the draft apreement and, accordingly, to
draft resolution A/SPC/3L/L.12, of which his delegation was a sponsor.

66. Another achievement of the Outer Space Committee had been its work in
preparing for the Second United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful
Uses of Quter Space. His delegation supported the recommendations concerning the
date, preparation, organization and form of the Conference.

07. With resard to the elaboration of principles governing the use by States of
artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting, his country had
miven its general support to the text submitted during the eighteenth session of
the Legal Sub-Committee by the delegations of Sweden and Canada. As many
delegations had pointed out, it was essential to ensure that the principles of
freedom of information were compatible with the sovereignty of every State and with
the need to preserve its values and cultural identity. Accordingly, his country
wished to reiterate that there must be prior agsreement between the transmitting
State and the recipient State in order for such broadcasting to take place. e
expressed the hope that, during its nineteenth session, the Legal Sub-Committec
would be able to overcome the remaining difficulties and reach agreement on the
principles concerned.

68, 11ith regard to the remote sensing of the earth by satellites, his delegation
had submitted to the Secretariat some months earlier a complete report on Chile's
activities in that field. His country was especially interested in the matter and
had taken an active part in the relevant discussion. With regard to the principles
being formulated by the Legal Sub--Committee on that subject, he reiterated that,

in his delegation's opinion, one of the most important elements was that there
should be a prior understanding between the sensing State and the sensed State. As
for the dissemination of the data obtained, his delegation thought that not only
must the sensed State have priority access to data concerning its Territory but
also, and perhaps more important, the sensing State must obtain the prior consent of
the sensed State before disseminating any information to third parties if the sensed
State considered that such dissemination was contrary to its interests.

69. His delegation also attached special importance to the efforts of the Vorking
Group on the Use of Muclear Power Sources in Outer Space, and it welcomed the
inclusion of an item in the agenda of the nineteenth session of the Legal
Sub-Cormittec concerning the appropriateness of drafting provisions on that subject,
especially with regard to the safe use of nuclear power sources and assistance in
cases of emergency. His delegation was looking forward to the results of the
Uorking Group's discussions on all the subjects listed in its report to the
sixteentnh session of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee.



A/SPC/3L/SR.19
Inglish
Page 15

(Mr. Diez, Chile)

70. The dangers of an extension of the arms race into outer space had been a cause
of concern to his delegation ever since it had become a member of the Outer Space
Committee. As everyone knew, many military activities were being conducted in
space, and, proportionately, they eclipsed the achievements in the exploration and
peaceful uses of outer space. In that connexion, he supported the statement made by
the representative of Italy in the Disarmament Committee with regard to attaching an
additional protocol to the 1967 Outer Space Treaty to govern weapons that were not
specifically prohibited under article IV of that Treaty. His delegation would
strongly support any initiative designed to prevent the arms race from extending
into outer space, for the latter must be reserved for the peaceful activities of
States in accordance with the will of the entire international community.

71. Mr. BONILLA (Colombia) recalled that, when introducing the report of the Outer
Space Cormittee (A/34/20), the latter's Chairman had acknowledged that he was not
fully satisfied with the results of its work and feared that the course of the
discussions pave the impression that firm conclusions had been avoided. In fact,
what had happened was that the Committee had at various points in its work touched
on sensitive areas affecting the sovereignty of States, such as their right to
gather information concerning their natural resources and to receive television
broadcasts from acceptable sources. In such circumstances. States preferred to go
slovly in developing legal and technical nrincivles, as the resulting agreements
would be binding on future penerations. The new areas of research involved should
lead to the establishment of international legal standards, and experience had
shown that the United Mations was wiser to develop them through patient negotiation
than to rush to superficial conclusions which might be the source of future
controversy and rivalry among nations. An example of the cautious procedures
followed was the draft Agreement governing the activities of States on the moon and
other celestial bodies. The Committee had debated conflicting principles in that
area for 10 years before finally arriving at the legal syntheses which had enabled
a concise text to be drafted which took due account of the various concerns
expressed by States. In future, the Agreement would serve as an example of what
could be achieved by the United Wations through international co-operation for
peaceful purposes, and his delegation trusted that the draft would be adopted and
opened for signature.

72. The work of the Committee was of crucial importance in view of the dramatic
developments vhich had taken place in the peaceful uses of outer space. In the
quarter-century which had elapsed since the launching of the first artificial earth
satellite by the Soviet Union in 1957, astronauts had reached the moon, and there
were now prospects of permanent space stations and of human beings existing
indefinitely in space. Those scientific achievements were matched by practical
applications such as remote sensing, direct television broadcasting by satellites,
and the possibility of harnessing solar energy. A science fiction writer had even
predicted that it would soon be feasible to communicate with a satellite placed in
the geostationary orbit by a kind of ladder linked with the earth.

73. His delepation was concerned that so little progress had been made in
elaborating draft principles governing the use by States of artificial earth
satellites for direct television broadcasting. Mankind was entering a new era of
telecomunications, and French research would soon make it possible to install
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individual receivers for long-distance television broadcasts, thus reflecting a
general trend towards the establishment of a uniform, universal culture. THig
delepation vas disturbed at the cultural and political domination which could be
exercised by the rich nations over the developin: countries, leading to the loss
of national identity and the disappearance of ancient civilizations. The heritage
of those peonles would be replaced by televised messages from the preat
metropolitan countries at the very time wvhen those countries thermselves were
beginning to guestion their own values. Lasting achieveuwents in philosophy, art
and science would be overshadoved by the sub-culture of dru;s, sex and spiritual
decadence, and poor peonles would have difficulty in resisting the cultural
encroachment of the consumer society. Unlike the rich countries, Colombia did not
hold the view that the desire of developing countries to restrict the
indiscrininate dissemination of information from metronolitan societies to young
countries was in conflict with the nrincinles of human richts and of freedom of
information. There vas indeed a right of access of information, hut there was also
a primary right to knov vhere the information was coming frow. The rich nations
should not be given a blanl cheque to disseminate any information vhich happened
to suit their interests. It wvas a curious fact that souwe countries vhich
championed human rights took no account of the danger for nations and individuals
which vras inherent in the creation of a universal society. Such a society would
be grey and uniform, lacking in creativity, and enslaved by trivial television
programmes naid for by companies vhich had to create demand in crder to sell their
products. His delegation therefore agreed with those States vhich insisted that
television broadcasts should only be transmitted to receiving companies byv nrior
agreement and with resnect for the cultural sovereignty of all nations.

Th. Vith recard to the definition and/or deliuitation of outer smace, the
Committee had been faced with major scientific and legal difficulties in seeking
to achieve a definition and had possibly preferred to proceed slovly rather than
risk hasty conclusions. Iis delegation welcomed the offer made by various bodies
to undertalke studies on the problem, but it vas properly the Committee's
responsibility to deal with the subject in depth.

75. 1iis delegation could not accept the proposal of the Soviet Union to establish
a conventional boundary for air space and outer space not higher than 100 to

110 kilometres above sea level. The proposed boundary was purely arbitrary and
vithout any scientific foundation. It scewmed merely to be the minimum altitude

at which satellites belonging to the major Powers could be placed in orbit, and

to say that outer space began at that altitude vas nonsensical. In dealing with
the delimitation of outer space, account should be talen of the special character
of the geostationary orbit. The physical phenomenon of the geostationary orbit
was closely connected with the earth’s oceans and was therefore a natural resource
vithin the sovereignty of the countries on the Fquator. The latter irere all
developing countries and were offering that resource for the benefit of mankind in
reneral and the poor nations in particular. The inadcouate technical and financial
canacity of the poor nations meant that they could he left behind when it came to
enjoying the bhenefits of full utilization of the feostationary orbit. The
countries of the Equator had no intention of falling into the wigstalen vays of the
rich nations and the transnational corporations in their selfish and over-hasty
consumption of natural resources. His delepation therefore favoured a study of
the special character of the geostationary orbit which weculd lead to a full
definition of 1it.
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75. His delegation enthusiastically supported the preparations in progress for the
Second United ilations Ceonference on the Ixploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space. The Conference would be an event of major inportance, an opportunity for
the developing countries to gain Imovledge of the vast potential for their

economic and cultural developuent offered by modern space technolosy and
teleconmunications. As the developing countries vere lacling in adequate
communications systens, the Preparatory Cormittee should emnhasize the need for
greater publicity for the Corference. It should recommend to the Secretary-General
that vart of the budget of the Department of Pubhlic Information be allocated in

the years preceding the Conference to publicizing the latter's purpose and scope.
Tor the international community, the Conference was an excellent opportunity to
shov the developing countries vhat prospects the new technology could afford them
and also to implement a satisfactory policy for the transfer of technology to the
noor nations.

77. Ilr. TUDOR (Romania) said that the exploration and use of outer space was a
field in which remarlable scientific and technical nrogress had been achieved. All
States vhich had contributed to the understanding, exnloration and use of outer
space should be congratulated, especially the Soviet Union and the United States.
The international community had a lively interest in particinating in the study
and solution of current and potential probleis in the field of outer space and in
establishing a sultable framecvorl: for the develomment of international
co-operation, vhich was the only way to enable the whole of mankind to benefit
from space technology and its aprlications. The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Snace and its Sub-Committees were vorking to ensure that scientific and
technical progress was governed by the necessory political, legal and economic
princinles.

78. A significant developrent of the current year was the draft agreement
covermine, the activities of States on the noon and other celestial bodies. Thile
reserving the right of the Romanian Government to give its final views once the
agreement wvas signed and ratified, his delegation considered the latter an
important element in the political and legal framevork for international
co-operation in the field of outer swace. The provision in the agreement
stipulating that the moon and its natural resources were the cormon heritage of
mankind, and the implication that the other celestial bodies and their resources
wrere to be resarded in the same lipght, reaffirmed the princinle that the

vhole of outer smace belonged to the vhole of mankind., A significant aspect of the
agreenent vas the commitment to establish an international régime to govern the
exploitation of the natural resources of the moon and other celestial bodies, the
erphasis being ploced on giving nriority consiceration to the nceds of developing
countries.,

T9. lnother positive aspect of the rerort of the Outer Space Committee (A/34/20)
wras the detailed examination of some of the major factors involved in preparations
for the Second United ilations Conference on the Txploration and Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space. In the opinion of his country, such an important conference should
be carefully preparcd and should cover the widesl possible renge of problens
within the ficlad of interest of all States, regardless of their size and economic
or scientific potential. _‘oreover, the Conference should focus on concrete

[eon
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measures to strengthen technical co-operation in the field of outer space for the
benefit of mankind. Special attention should be paid to problems related to the
most pressing needs of the developing countries. Consideration of the problems
raised by the peaceful use of outer space should be based on the concept that

the applications of scientific knowledge should play a significant part in
programmes to raise levels of economic and social development and to reduce
disparities among nations.

80. Of the other matters covered in the Cormittee's report, priority should be
given to the co-ordinating role of the United Nations in the practical application
of space science and technology, especially in developing countries, and to
enabling United Wations bodies to concentrate their efforts on the practical needs
of the majority of States. There must be an increased international effort to
ensure that legal principles were formulated to match scientific and technical
progress. The solution of problems in that field must be integrated with efforts
directed at the economic development of all States, especially the developing
countries, and at democratizing internationel relations.

81. His delegaticn fully shared the view that co-operation in the field of outer
space must be based on constant reaffirmation of the fundamental principles which
shculd govern relations among States: respect for independence and national
sovereignty, full equality of rights, non-interference in internal affairs,

mutual advantage, and the active participation of all States in the solution of
international problems. The use of outer space solely for peaceful purposes was
also a fundamental principle which must be constantly kept in mind. Nations were
troubled at the possibility that outer space would become an area of confrontation
and serve to accelerate the arms race.

32. As for the co-ordination of co-operative endeavours, the United Hations
comprised almost all the countries of the world and dealt with the key international
problems, and it was therefore the most appropriate forum to deal wita the problems
of outer space, which States held to be the common heritage of mankind. It was in
the light of that position that his country would continue to participate
constructively in considering the problems on the Cuter Space Committee's agenda.
The draft resolutions now before the Special Political Committee, of which his
country was a spounsor, would give new impetus to the work of the Outer Space
Committee and its Sub-Committees and increase their effectiveness in a field which
had such major implications for mankind.

63. Mr. AL-ALI (Iraq) expressed satisfaction at the results achieved by the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and, in particular, the draft
agreenwent governing the activities of States on the moon and other celestial bodies,
as set forth in the Committee's report (A/34/20). The principle that the moon and
its natural resources were the common heritage of mankind had often been emphasized
by Irag, and its incorporation into the draft agreement gave greater hope to the
third world that their share of scientific progress and technolorical achievements
would be guaranteed. His country, which vas entirely satisfied with the
preparations that had been made for the Second United HWations Conference on the
Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, endorsed the recommendations made

Ly the Preparatory Committee. It was important that the secretariat of the
Conference should be established in good time.
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0L, Unfortunately, no tangible progress had been achieved with regard to the remote
sensing of the earth and direct television broadcasting by satellites. Technological
developments in the remote sensing of natural resources called for the elaboratinn

of legal principles that would enable them to be applied in such a way as to ensure
respect for national sovereignty and non-interference in internal affairs. The aim
of remote sensing should be to develop socio-economic standards of living, especially
in the developing countries, and to enable the international community to predict

and deal with natural disasters. All States should therefore have access to the
benefits of that advanced technology. A survey of the earth's resources by means

of remote sensing should only take place with the consent of the States concerned,
and their consent should also be obtained before the resulting data were supplied to
a third party.

85. With regard to direct television broadcasting, his country's position was based
on the principles of national sovereignty, non-interference in internal affairs, the
utilization of scientific discoveries for educational purpcses and the achievement
of peace and national independence for all States. He hoped that the major Powers
would not turn outer space into another field of conflict and rivalry and was
confident that the Committee’s work would afford an example of international
co-operation for the benefit of all.

86. Mr. TA ROCCA (Italy) said that his country was actively involved in various
international programmes such as those of the Kuropean Space Agency and those
undertaken in the framework of bilateral agreements. Italy's Interministerial
Committee for Economic Planning had finally approved the medium-term national
space plan for the period 1979-1983, which provided for both basic research and
applications programmes, with emphasis on telecommunications and remote sensine.

37. His delegation believed that the scientific, technical and legal aspects of
remote sensing activities and direct television broadcasting should be examined

in an integrated manner. It supported the principle of unrestricted dissemination
of data obtained through remote sensing activities but thought that, although
sensed States should have priority access to such data, they should alsc agree to
reoncile their legitimate national interests with the general interest of mankind
in order to enable the earth's resources to be developed on an equitable basis.

de stressed the need for the early formulation of principles governing remote
sensing activities.

38. His Government had always co-operated in the field of remote sensing, and the
ground receiving station at Fucino served as a focal point for such operations
throughout the Mediterranean area. His country, which was supporting the remote
sensing training programmes carried out by FAO, felt strongly that remote sensing
and direct television broadcasting activities should be based on the principle

of the free flow of information. He saw no basis for unilateral claims to national
sovereipgnty over the geostationary orbit and believed that procedures should be
discussed to ensure its most efficient and equitable use by all States.
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39. He expressed satisfaction with the preparations and provisional agenda for
the Second United Nations Conference on the ixploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space, which would help to increase public awareness of the importance of space
activities in both the scientific and the socio-economic sector.

90. His delegation supported the draft agreement governing the activities of
States on the moon and other celestial bodies but thought it important to bear in
mind the need for measures to strengthen peace in outer space, as had been
proposed by his delegation during the special session of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmament. That proposal had been incorporated into the Final
Document of the session as paragraph 80 of the Programme of Action. As a follow-up
to that provision, the Italian Government had recently introduced in the Committee
on Disarmament in Geneva a proposal (document CD/9 of 26 lMarch 1979) aimed at the
elaboration of an Additional Protocol to the Outer Space Treaty of 1967. The
purpose of that proposal was to ensure that outer space would be used only for
peaceful purposes and not for the stationing, launching or testing of military
devices. The use of reconnaissance, surveillance and communications satellites

to verify disarmament and other arms limitation agreements would not, however, be
prejudiced. He hoped that the Italian document would provide a concrete basis

for the discussion of that new aspect of the arms race.

91. Italy was pleased to be a sponsor of the three draft resolutions now before
the Special Political Committee and hoped that they would be adopted by consensus.

92, Mr. REMEDI (Uruguay) said that the two items under discussion had acquired
crucial importance for the international community as a result of their past and
current impact on various aspects of the life of States. His delegation fully
supported the work of the Outer Space Committee and felt that it should be
broadened so as to enable the developing countries to share more fully in the
benefits of space technology. He was glad to note the progress achieved in

various fields, as reflected in the report of the Committee (A/34/20). Of
particular significance were the endorsement by the Committee of the view of the
Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee that remote sensing from outer space should
be carried out with the greatest possible international co-operation and
participation and the emphasis placed on training in all aspects of remote

sensing in order to enable developing countries to benefit to the maximum. In that
connexion, his delegation was especially grateful for the contributions made by the
specialized agencies of the United Wations, such as the FAQ remote sensing centre,
CHRET, and the programmes within MO and UNEP.

93. His delegation also attached importance to the elaboration of draft

principles governing the use by States of artificial earth satellites for direct
television broadcasting and to the recommendation that the Legal Sub--Committee should
continue work in that field as a matter of priority. In elaborating those
principles, special account should be taken of the principles of respect for national
cultures and protection of copyright and of the need to obtain the permission of the
State concerned.

O, There had been an interesting exchange of ideas in the Outer Space Committee
with regard to the delimitation of outer space. In his country's view, the
[eos
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principles of free access to outer snmace, the moon arnd other celestisl bodies ~ud

-1 lr non-appropriation by individual nations were principles of international lavwr
binding upon all mankind and all States in the light of the relevant General Assembly
resolutions. The geostationary orbit, which was indisputably situated in outer Spacé.
was subject to the principles governing outer space. Hovever, as the present state ‘
of technology made iv possible for the orbit to be saturated, his country fovoured
the establishment of an international authority tc administer it on behalf of oll
manliind and to ensure its full and equitable use by all Stateg, His delegation
therefore supported the recommendation of the Scientific and Technical CTub--Commiciee
for a study of effective means of utilizin. the geostationary orhit.

95, His delegation supported the initiative Tor a Second Unites Wations Conference on
the Dxploration and Peaceful Uses of OCuter Space. The main goal of the Coni=rencc
should be to contribute to those space activities vhich promoted the socio-scoicid
development of mankind, crnd especially of the developing peoples and countries,
develeoping countries must have the opportunity to assess the resources offzred &0
them by space technology and to apply them to social, economic and cultural
development in the light of their national reguirements. Sprecialized bodies in his
oim country, including CIDA, the Uruguayan cpace research centre responsible for
perticipetion in international space research programues and for regearch in leeal
problems connected with ocuter space, would pay close attention to the provisional
acenda Tor the Conference cointained in naragraph 99 of the revort. He could assure
embers that CIDA would co-operate Tully 1a the exchanpge of information end “n all
natters pertaining to the Conference prenirations.

P‘E

vl, The draft of the agreenent relating to the moon was a crucial development. The
text contained in the report (A/34/20) crystallized the hopes of the international
conmunity. his delegation was particularly glad to note the stateient in article UL
of the draft agreement that the wmoon and its natural resources were bthe caumeon
heritage of mankind.

07. IMr. Figueroa (Argentina) took the Chair.

93. 1Mr. OUANES (Tunisia) said that space technology and communication by satellite,
ihich were of the greatest value for millions of people living in the develoning
countries, should be used for the benefit of all mankind. His country endorsed the
endeavours of the United Wations to promote international co-operation in the
peaceful uses of outer space and hoped that the United Nations prosramme ov soace
applications would be expanded and given greater financial support in order to
increase its activities in the developing countries. He supported the principle
that the activities of States on the moon and other celestial bodies should be
conducted in accordance with international law and the Charter of the United letions.

99, Direct television broadcasting by satellites, which was of great imprortance for
the developing countries, should receive careful consideration, and it wes
unfortunate that the Legal Sub-Committee had been unable to oagree on a definitive
text roverning the matter. His delegation felt that the free dissemination of
inTormation should not give certain States the right to beam direct television

/e
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broadcasts flrom outer space towards other countries which were eager to preserve
their cultural identity, since such action would infringe national sovereignty and
constitute interference in internal affairs.

100, Remote sensing of the «crth by satellites could be of considerable benefit in
the study of natural resources and in meteorology, oceanography, agriculture and
the prediction of natural disasters. However, the legitimate interests and
sovereignty of the developing countries must be safeguarded, and sensed countries
should be given priority access to the data thus obtained. The United Nations
should establish international centres for the analysis of such data and should
provide training in that field for the developing countries.

101, His delepation welcomed the recommendations regarding the convening of a
Second United Hations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space and hoped that the Conference would help to eliminate some aspects of the
current imbalance between nations in that field,

of Etates cn the mccn ond other celestial bodics cxpressed the desire of thc
internaticnsl community for a code of conduct among States participating in the
exploration of outer shace. He hoped that the draft agreement would meet with the
sunport of the General Assewbly so that it could be sent to llember States for
cignature and ratification.

103, Although certain legal issues relating to the arrangements for the Second
United Nations Conference on the Lxploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space had
not been explicitly referred to in the report of the Outer Space Committee, he
supported the proposed draft agenda and other proposals relating to the preparations
for the Conference, as set forth in paragraphs OL-115, and hoped that the feneral
Assembly would endorse the Committee's recommendations in that respect.

10k, The Committee had not been able to make any significant progress in the
elaboration of principles relating to remote sensing of the earth and direct
television broadcasting by satellites because of the inflexibility of some countries
vhose position on certain key issues had remained practically unchanged., Attempts
by some members of the Committee to take advantage of their technological
development and their influence in order to impose solutions which ran counter to
the basic rights of other countries, especially the developing countries, could not
be accepted. He felt that controversial ideological and political positions in
bilateral and inter-bloc relations should not be introduced into the work of the
Committee,

105, He had doubts regarding the Committee's methods of work and thought that there
was some unnecessary duplication between the activities of the Committee and those
of its Sub-Committees. He felt that the general debate in the Sub-Committees was
rather unnecessary and that parallel work by the two Sub-Committees would be
helpful not only from the financial point of view but also because it would enable
experts to examine comrcn issues together and thus reduce the time needed for their
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solution. His delegation therefore associated itself with the proposal submitted by
a group of countries in annex IITI of the report.

106, The CHAIRMAN said that the Committee had concluded its debate on items 43 and
49, Statements from the Secretary-General concerning the administrative and
financial implications of draft resolutions A/SPC/34/L.10 and A/SPC/34/L.11 would
be circulated the following morning, and the Committee would then be able to take
action cn the draft resolutions and conclude its consideration of the two items in
the afterncon. In accordance with the programme of work, the following week would
begin with a discussion of item 52 concerning peace-~keeping operations, followed by
item 53 relating to information.

The meeting rose at 6 p.m.




