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The meeting was called to order at 10.35 a.m. 

AGENDA ITEM 85: REVIEIT AND CO-ORDINATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS PROGR.AW1ES OF 
ORGAl~IZATIONS IN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM AND CO-OPERATION vJITH OTHER 
HT'rERNATIONAL PROGRAMMES IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS (E/1979/36) 

AGENDA ITEM 87: ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES AND HAYS AND MEANS 1JITHIN THE UNITED 
NATIONS SYSTEM FOR D1PROVING THE EFFECTIVE ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS (A/34/196, A/34/357, .A/34/389 and Corr.l, A/34/398 and Corr.l) 

l. Mr. van BOVEN (Director, Division of Human Rights), introducing items 87 and 
85, recalled that at its thirty-third session the General Assembly had decided that 
it would again consider questions relating to the over-all analysis of alternative 
approaches and ways and means within the United Nations system for improving the 
effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and the views 
expressed on the various proposals during the debate at the thirty-second and 
thirty-third sessions of the General Assembly, after the Commission on Human Rights 
had completed and/or reported on the over-all analysis (Assembly resolutions 
33/104 and 33/105). 

2. The .Assembly had also, in its resolution 33/46, taken note of the report on 
the Seminar on National and Local Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of 
Human Rights and requested the Commission to consider the guidelines suggested by 
the Seminar and to send its recommendations in that regard to the Assembly at its 
thirty-fourth session, so that they could be made available to Governments of 
Member States for their assistance in setting up national institutions for the 
promotion and protection of hQman rights. Furthermore, by resolution 33/54, the 
Assembly had requested the Commission, in the context of the over-all analysis he 
had mentioned previously, to consult with specialized agencies and other organs and 
bodies of the United Nations system on the various human rights activities and 
programmes and the existing modes of co-ordination, co-operation and communication 
among them. The Assembly had also requested the Commission to submit to it at its 
thirty-fourth session a study of the existing modes of co-ordination, co-operation 
and communication in the field of human rights within the United Nations system. 

3. At its thirty-fifth session, the Commission on Human Rights had continued its 
consideration of the item on the further promotion and encouragement of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. The Economic and Social Council, in its 
resolution 1979/36, had decided to amend the terms of reference of the Commission 
to provide that it should assist the Council in the co-ordination of activities 
concerning human rights in the United Nations system. The Council had authorized 
an increase in the membership of the Comm.ission to 43 members and regular meetings 
of the Commission for six weeks each year, with an additional week for meetings of 
working groups. The resolution had also requested the Secretary-General to 
examine the question of staffing and other resources of the human rights sector of 
the Secretariat and had reaffirmed that the programme of advisory services in the 
field of human rights should be maintained and developed. The Sub-Commission on 
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities had been requested to 
examine its programme of work so as to identify specific areas for its concentrated 
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attention and to make recommendations thereon to the Commission on Human Rights. 
The Council had decided that the annual session of the Sub-Cowmission might be 
extended to four weeks. The Council had also adopted resolution 1979/37, 
concerning the Yea~book_o~ HQman Rights, which it had recommended should be issued 
annually. 

4. By resolution 23 (XXXV), the Con1nission on Hurr..an Rie;hts had requested the 
Secretary-General to take all appropriate measures further to develop public 
information activities in the field of human rights. By resolution 24 (XX1CV), the 
Corrm1ission had endorsed the guidelines on the structure and functioning of national 
institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights contained in the 
report of the Seminar on National and Local Institutions for the Promotion and 
Protection of Human Ri~hts, and had recommended that the General Assembly should 
decide to put on the agenda for its thirty-sixth session a subitem entitled 
;;National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights 11

• 

5. At its thirty .. second session, the Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of l1inorities had recommended that its name should be 
changed to ;;Sub-Commission of Experts on Human Rights" and had reiterated its 
request that it should be allmred to hold hvo sessions each year of tvro weeks each. 
It had asked the Secretary~General to request Governments which had not yet 
accepted international human rights instruments to inform the Sub-Commission of the 
circumstances which had so far prevented them from ratifying or acceding to those 
instruments. 

6. In the medium-term plan for 1980-1983, information was provided on the 
orientation of the human rights prof'ramme of the United Nations and on the contents 
of the specific subprograrr®es. The programme consisted of four main areas of 
activities: the implementation of international instruments and established United 
Nations procedures in the field of human rights; standard-setting, research, 
studies and prevention of discrimination· advisory services and publications~· and 
implementation of the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. 

7. He noted that the proposed programme budget for the biennium 1980-1981 
allocated to the human rights programme (A/34/6, vol. II, sect. 23) the sum of 
$8 ., 739,500 or about 0. 7 per cent of the total budget, which would have to be 
divided among the various policy-making and subsidiary organs serviced by the 
Division of Human Rights. He had pointed out in the past that without adequate 
manpower and resources the Division had great difficulty in carrying out its 
specific responsibilities. General Assembly resolution 33/51 referred to the need 
for adequate manpower and resources to service the International Covenants on Human 
Rights. 

8. The shortage of resources would be alleviated slightly by the budget proposal 
for the addition of three Professional posts and one General Service post. 
However, the appropriation for temporary assistance had been considerably reduced, 
and the Division of Human Rights would therefore continue to face difficulties in 
discharging the responsibilities entrusted to it. Nevertheless, the Division would 
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continue to do its utmost to provide the highest possible quality of servicing to 
the organs which it serviced. 

9. Reverting to the human rights programme 9 he said that General Assembly 
resolution 32/130 had provided a number of indications for the orientation of the 
programme. In that connexion, he noted that the CowEission on Human Rights had 
attached high importance to the right to development, and at its last session it 
had considered a study on the international dimensions of that right and had 
reiterated that it was 11a human right". In addition 9 both the Commission and the 
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of l1inorities had 
recognized the relationship between the ne1v international economic order and human 
rights. The Sub-~Commission had recommended that one of its members should be 
designated as a Rapporteur to undertake a study on the new international economic 
order and the promotion of human rights, and both the Commission and the 
Sub~-Commission had called for a seminar on that topic. 

10. Both formal and informal methods were used for the review and co-ordination of 
activities. Formal co-ordination was effected through representation of the 
organizations concerned at meetings of human rights organs; the organs concerned 
also requested and considered reports from the various organizations on their 
activities in that field. The Secretary-General, and through him the Division of 
HQman Rights, was usually invited to attend meetin~s of governmental and 
non-governmental organizations active in the field of human rights. The 
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination convened interagency meetings within the 
frame1vorl~ of the United Nations family or outside it. Consultations were also 
held, when needed, with the representatives of regional intergovernmental 
organizations. 

ORGANIZATION OF "HORK 

11. The CHAIR~ffiN noted that the Committee was falling behind in its work, 
according to the agreed time-table. Five meetings had been allocated to items 85 
and 87, and he suggested that the first three- the current meeting and those 
scheduled for the afternoons of the next two days - should be devoted to the 
general debate on those items and the other two, on 25 and 26 October, to the 
consideration of draft resolutions. 

12. He also suggested that the list of speakers on items 85 and 87 should be 
closed on Tuesday, 23 October, at l p.m. 

13. It 1-ras so decided. 

14. After an exchange of views in which Hr. CARDHELL (United States of America), 
L1rs_._f'10RRISO_N (Le?_othoL__lg-s. ·S-IBAL (India), Hr. O'DONOVA~- (Ireland). Hr. OZADOVSKY 
(Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic), Mr. EDIS (United Kingdom). 
i1r. _CALERO- fi01JRIQ_1i_~~(Bra;:g__L_. )Jr-:-SVERRE (Norway) apd Mr. NORDENFELT (Sweden) 
took part, the Committee decided that the deadline for submission of draft 
resolution--;-o-;;:-ite~s-~-5 -~~c\-87_ shoul_d be 1iJ~dne0ay. ~LOctober, at 6 p.m. · it also 
decided t~considei_~ater_~~e pos~~bility of taking up some other item at the 
meetip_g_ on Thursday, 25 October. 

Th~_meeting rose at noon. 




