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The·meeting was called to order at 3.10 P•m· 

AGENDA ITEMS 8 AND 9 (continued) 

GENERAL DEBATE 

Mr~·AL-ZAfll\WIE (Iraq)(interpretation from Arabic): Allow ne to 

congratulate you, Sir, on your assumption of the presidency of the special session 

of the General Assembly and to take this opportunity to hail the historic event 

that occurred at the outset of the special session, the accession of the Republic 

of Namibia to membership of the United Nations after a long and heroic struggle tD 

attain its independence. 

The convening of this special session at the beginning of the 1990s, following 

upon the profound political changes that have recentlyoccurred revives hopes that 

we may succeed in arriving at agreement on the concept of development dialogue, the 

improvement of the world economy arrl the correction of its major imbalances. 

A better understanding of the thorny economic realities that prevailed during 

the 1980s, and of the reasons underlying the absence of anv genuine dialogue on 

ways and means tD tackle the world •s economic problems, would help developed and 

developing countries alike adopt a scientific approach to the formulation of 

economic policies appropriate for the 1990s. 

In order to face future challenges and revitalize growth and development in 

the developing countries, we believe that we must adopt a number of measures and 

policies to effect structural changes in international economic relations and 

establish a new system that can contribute to the balanced and stable growth of the 

world economy and particularly, to the accelerated development of the developing 

countries. 

Among the important measures we view as necessary are the following: first, 

the formulation of specific measures to imProve the co-ordination of macro-economic 

policies on a global level, due account being given to the qoals of the 
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socio-economic progress of the developing countries. Secondly, the promotion of 

international co-operation and the revitalization of its machinery and 

institutions, including the strengthening of the United Nations role in the 

economic sphere as a major forum for dialogue and negotiations on questions 

pertaining to international co-operation for development, and an avoidance of any 

action that might tend to weaken nultilateral economic co-operation, in particular 

the role of the United Nations and its specialized agencies. 

Thirdly, there is a need for broader participation by the developinq countries 

in the world economy, recoqnizing the fact that the manaqement of the world economy 

at a time of rapid changes and increasing interdependence calls for aqreement on 

broader bases for identifying the interests of all qroups of States and achieving a 

comprehensive consensus in that reqard. 

Fourthly, we must brinq about tangible improvements in the international 

economic system, in particular a correction of the major imbalances that exist 

among the industrialized countries, on the one hand, and, on the other hand, the 

imbalances that exist between them and other parts of the world, together with an 

encouragement of non-inflationary, accelerated qrowth policies. 

Relevant to creating a favourable international economic environment is 

another subject of extreme importance for the developinq countries, namely, that 

the interdependence of economic an:i political issues in our contemPorary world 

qives sufficient grounds for fearing that most international economic assistance 

and resources would be directed towards the zone of current chanqes in Europe and 

that attempts would be made to solve their problems in parallel with a1 erosion of 

interest in the severe economic problems of the developing countries, or even 

ignoring them altogether. The new international atmosphere of detente and the 

resultant decrease in the military expenditures of the developed countries opens 



Rt-\/2 A/S-18/PV. 6 
4-5 

(Mr. Al-Zahawie, Iraq) 

great opportunities for the industrialized nations to allocate part of the newly 

available resources to assisting European countries, while still helping the 

developing countries. 

Fifthly, revitalization of the North-South dialogue has become a matter of 

great urgency in assisting the developing countries to overcome their problems and 

give momentum to their development process. Such resumption of the dialogue would 

represent an effective contributioo to the attemPts to tackle interna tiona! 

economic problems. However, that would require, first and foremost, political will 

on the part of the developed countries and recognition that the establishment of a 

just economic order would secure the mutual interests of all and enhance peace and 

stability, although it might, at the same time, require some economic sacrifices. 

The Heads of State or Government of the members of the Movement of Non-Aligned 

Countries, at their Ninth Summit Meeting held at Belgrade in September 1989, 

reaffirmed the importance of science and technology as major factors in the 

development and restructuring of the world economy and in the achievement of 

accelerated growth of the developing countries. Nevertheless they expressed their 

deep concern over the fact that the di £fusion of science and technology towards the 

developing countries did not match the universal significance of those 

achievements. Rather than narrowing the gap between developed and developing 

countries, the applications of modern science have contributed to widening that qap. 
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The Heads of State and Government emphasized the followinq, inter alia: 

n despite intensive efforts made by the non-aliqned and other 

developinq countries within the United Nations and other international forums, 

no siqnificant proqress has been made in creatinq conditions for a more rapid 

development of science and technology in developinq countries, as well as for 

a faster transfer of scientific and technoloqical achievements to developinq 

countries". (A/44/551; ·annex; ·p;. · 98) 

At their Belqrade Conference the Heads of State and Government concluded that 

" ••• there is a need to stimulate broader international co-operation in 

science and technoloqv and ••• 

"it is necessary to initiate a broad discussion oo the faster transfer of 

science and technology to developinq countries". C Ibid., P. 99) 

The riqht of the developinq countries to acquire science and technoloqv to 

develop their economies and their industries for peaceful purposes in accordance 

with their present and future needs is an inalienable riqht. 

The transfer of science and technoloqy to developinq countries has not been 

takinq place at the desired level, at the level called for in resolutions adopted 

in this reqard. Furthermore, we are now wi tnessinq danqerous attempts to impede 

the technoloqical, scientific and industrial capacities of the developinq countries 

and to withhold certain technoloqies and resources necessarv for their proqress and 

development, throuqh the adoption of measures to Prevent their importation of 

technoloQV from developed countries. At the same time, we are witnessinq the 

establishment of qroupinqs of industrialized countries to co-ordinate their 

policies with a view to ensurinq that the transfer of technoloqy to third-world 

countries is Prevented. 
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Iraq in particular is being subjected at the present time to a vicious 

campaign designed to impede its march towards scientific and industrial 

development. This campaign is also aimed at paving the way for another act of 

aggression against the Iraqi scientific and industrial facilities, like the one 

carried out on 7 June 1981 by Israel against the Iraqi nuclear facilities devoted 

to peaceful purposes. 

Despite the fact that Iraq is a party to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation 

of Nuclear Weapons, that its nuclear facilities are under constant international 

supervision, that it has accepted all the Security Council resolutions aimed at 

creating peace and stability in the region, Iraq remains the subject of pressure 

and of unjust and prejudiced campaigns against it. Meanwhile we find that Israel, 

which carries out repeated acts of aggression against Arab countries, rejects 

General Assembly and Security Council resolutions and refuses to accede to the 

Non-Proliferation Treaty, does have access to the sophisticated research programmes 

of the United States. We find that all doors are opened to Israel so that it can 

acquire the most modern technology for the development of weapons of mass 

destruction, including nuclear, chemical and bacteriological weapons. 

It is worthy of note that the Security Council, in its resolution 487 (1981), 

which it adopted unanimously and in which it condemned the Israeli act of 

aggression, fully recognized 

"the inalienable sovereign right of Iraq and all other States, especially the 

developing countries, to establish programmes of technological and nuclear 

development to develop their economy and industry for peaceful purposes in 

accordance with their present and future needs and consistent with the 

internationally acccepted objectives of preventing nuclear-weapons 

proliferation". (Security Council resolution 487 (1981), para. 4) 
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In the same resolution, the Council called upon Israel 

"to place its nuclear facilities under the safeguards of the International 

Atomic Energy Agency". (Ibid., para. 5) 

For a number of years now, the General Assembly has been adopting resolutions 

calling for the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East. 

Iraq and other Arab States have supported and welcomed those resolutions. But 

Israel, despite the terms of the Security Council resolution to which I have just 

referred, continues to refuse to accede to the Non-Proliferation Treaty and to 

place its facilities under international supervision. Given the lack of any 

progress in the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East as 

well as the escalation of tension and the arms race in the region, it has become 

imperative to reaffirm the prohibition of all weapons of mass destruction, 

including bacteriological, chemical and nuclear weapons, instead of merely 

prohibiting the proliferation of one form of such weapons and turning a blind eye 

to all other forms of weapons of mass destruction, in particular nuclear weapons. 

Iraq again expresses its readiness to see the Middle East transformed into a 

zone free of weapons of mass destruction. That was stated by the President of 

Iraq, Saddam Nussein, on 12 April 1990 during a meeting with a delegation of the 

United States Congress, led by Senator Robert Dole. The establishment of such a 

zone in the Middle East is the only way to put an end to the proliferation of 

weapons of mass destruction in that region and to ensure its security and 

stability. Furthermore, that would release huge financial resources, thereby 

enabling the countries of the region to overcome their economic difficulties, to 

develop their natural resources and to contribute to the solution of problems 

affecting the world economy. 
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Those countries that wish to reaffirm the Prohibition of chemical weapons 

alone or call for the destruction of such weapans, while excepting nuclear weapons 

in the reqion, take an unjust position which ensures that only Israel can acquire 

weaPOns of destruction. Those weaPOns would enable it to persist in its policies 

of expansion and aqqression aqainst the Palestinian and Arab people and to continue 

to annex occupied Arab territories and expel their papulation, in &fiance of the 

entire international community, thereby posing a threat to the peace and security 

of the reqion and the world. 

Before concludi nq, I wish to refer to the fact that all the Arab economies 

have been adversely affected by the deterioration in world economic conditions. 

The extent of such an effect has varied accordinq to the degree of development of 

their economic structures, their export situation and the measure of their 

dePendence on the outside world. Among the major external factors that have made 

themselves felt on the economic situation in the Arab world has been the fall in 

the price of oil. the concomitant drop in oil revenues, the fluctuations in the 

rates of exchanqe, the deterioration in the terms of trade and the collapse of 

commodity prices.. As a result of such influences, economic qrowth was extremely 

slow in the 198(5 compared to the 1970s. 

The Arab countries have constantly exerted efforts to adjust to the new world 

economic situation, with most of them followinq new approaches to development and 

carrying out economic reform packaqes which have included widening the 

participation of the private sector in development efforts, aPplying strict 

public-spendinq policies and reducinq external and internal imbalances. 

With reqard to economic groupinqs, there has been a common Arab economic 

effort to benefit from the Privileqes which they can offer. I would refer here to 

the action taken by Iraq, toqether with Jordan, Eqypt and Yemen, in establishinq 
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the Arab Co-operation Council as a practical step towards the creation of a common 

market between the States members of the Council, with a view to achievinq a oommon 

Arab market and Arab economic uni tv. 

Mr. President, I wish you every success. 
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ADDRESS BY MR. GIDRGE VASSILIOU, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS 

The PRESIDENT: This afternoon, the Assenbly will hear an address by the 

President of the Republic of CiPr us. 

Mr • George Vassiliou 1 President of the Re'PUblic of Cyprus, was ~€cor ted into 

the·General·Assembly Hall. 

President VASSILIOU: It is a lesson of both remote and recent history 

that economics equals politics, and politics economics. Just as the two fields 

interact and mutually influence each other, so neither of the two may be fully and 

effectively addressed ·without reference to the other. 

This fact alone is sufficient to render particularly apt the Present special 

debate on economic issues by the United Nations, the foremost international 

political organization. On this occasion I should like to congratulate you, Sir, 

on your election as President of the General Assembly at this special session and 

express our delight and great satisfaction that at last independent Namibia is 

occupying its riqhtful place in the Assembly. The special sessioo is additionallY 

welcome, h0111ever, given the maqnitude and gravity of the ProbleiTS relatinq to 

qrowth and development facinq the global community at this juncture, which is also 

a time when the prestiqe and authority of the United Nations in the POlitical 

domain is higher than ever. 

The world Orqanization today has both a1 oPPOrtunity and a responsibility to 

assume a more active role in addressing international economic problems: this 

session is a positive and Praiseworthy step in that direction. 

It has been said that the 1980s was a "lost decade" in terms of development 

for most developing countries in the regions of Africa, Latin America, the 

Caribbean and Asia. The parameters of the problem are succinctly set out in the 

report of the Preparatory Committee on the revitalization of economic growth a1d 

development of the develoPing countries. I take this opportunity to conqratulate 
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the Chairman of the Preparatory Committee and now Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee, 

Ambassador Zepos of Greece, for his constructive work. 

The picture is indeed bleak. Sketched briefly, it shows developinq countries 

to have experienced a serious setback in living conditions in the past 10 years 

relative to the 1960s and 1970s, reflecting a reversal of the trend for faster 

gr011th of per capita income in developing countries than in the industrialized 

nations. Thus, in the 1980s, for developing countries as a whole, real Per caPita 

income grew by only 1 per cent, compared to over 2 Per cent for the industrialized 

nations. In particularly hard-hit regions sudh as sub-Saharan Africa, the last 

decade SCM an even rore ominous 3 per cent drop of per capita income in real terms. 

Today, about one billion people- one fifth of the world's population- rnav be 

defined as absolutely poor. Illiteracy is increasing in many areas, and many parts 

of the world, in this age of abundance, face the prospect of famine. Life 

expectancy is dramatically l011er in the poorer regions. If one happens to be born 

today in a developed industrialized country, one may on average expect to outlive 

the scriptural span of three score and ten years, by another six, to reach the age 

of 76J if one happers to be born in sub-Saharan Africa, however, one's allotted 

span will only reach two score and ten, for one will in all likelihood be dead 

by 50. 

To p.It it yet another way, in the interval between the beginning and the end 

of my speech, some 550 children around the world will have died of hunger -

children who, in a better world than the one which we have so far been able to give 

them, might have been professionals cr labourers or farmers, who might have been 

statesmen or poets, each contributinq in his or her own unique and individual way 

not only to the Prosperity of his or her own country but also to the commonwealth 

of humankind. 
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In so far as children symbolize our common future, there is scarcely another 

figure so tellingly eloquent in highlighting the fact that the problem of 

development and the equitable distribution of economic prosperi tv is a concern 

common to us all, and not just the problem of the less fortunate among us. 

I should like to expand on this point because I believe that while we Pav 

lip-service to the fact that the economic interests of developed countries are, in 

the long term, inextricably bound with those of the developing nations, we have not 

fully accepted, either on the level of Governments or on that of Pllblic opinion, 

the key implication 1t:hat it is to the benefit of the developed nations themselves 

to help reduce the gap between rich end poor. According to the latest World Bank 

estimates, official development assistance to the developing nations remained 

virtually unchanged between the beginning and the end of the 1980s, at around $30 

billion at 1987 pri.ces. At the same time, the combined income of the world's 

high-earning economies d.tring the same period reached record levels, of which 

development assistance represented a minute fraction. Indeed, donors as a group 

have fallen dismally short of the 0.7 per cent of GNP assistance target, although 

there have been notable individual exceptions. 

Even more disquieting are the figures showing that bv the end of the 1980s 

there had come about a reversal of the aggregate net transfer of resources between 

the rich and poor countries. An inflorr~ of $71 bill ion into the developing 

countries in 1980 was transformed by 1989 to a net outflow of $8 billion to the 

developed nations. 

Although weaknesses in dbmestic economic palicv applied by individual 

developing countries mav have contributed somewhat to this deterioration, there is 

no doubt that the chief causes lie in the dramatic decrease in commodity Prices, 

the worsening terms of trade and high interest rates imposed by the developed on 
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the developing nations, as the former adopted corrective macro-economic policies 

designed to protect their own economies from unemployment and inflation. 

Not only do the developed nations have an interest in helping the developing 

countries catch up, but they are also bound by a moral responsibility to do so, 

extendinq beyond any formal legal obliqation. 

The practical implications of abroqatinq this responsibility are as grave as 

the moral ones. Developed nations cannot divorce their own continued prosperity 

from that of the developing world. Sustainable qlobal economic development in the 

future will depend on the extent to which the economic resources and comparative 

advantaqes of all regions, includinq the developing nations, are efficiently 

utilized in an inteqrated manner. 
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Moreover, the future impact en the developed world of unchecked poverty and 

the accompanying ill of uncontrolled demographic grCMth will be as dramatic and 

adverse ag the impact on the developing world. Richer countries can accom110date 

only so many waves of immigrants, effectively "economic refugees" from the poorer 

regions of the world, before reaching themselves an economic and social explosion 

point. From our CMn experience in Cyprus we know that the only solution to the 

drain of human potential from the developing to the developed world is the economic 

development of the poorer regions. In our particular case, development reversed 

the flow of Cypriots to countries abroad, enablinq many to repatriate. Economic 

and social instability on a qlobal scale will inescapably mean political 

instability on a qlobal scale. It would be tragic if the rapidly easinq tensions 

between East and West were to be replaced by escalating economic tensions between 

North and South as a result of laCk of progress towards reducing the development 

gap. 

Furthermore, failure to narrCM the gap between rich end poor must spell 

failure to resolve key problei'IS threatening the foundations of the qlobal 

conununi ty, such as the illegal production and dissemination of drugs and the 

destruction of the environment. Poverty makes a poor counsellor for either 

resisting the temptation to make a living from marketing deadly addictive 

substances or preserving nature when a disregard of its delicate balances means 

economic survival. Whether our children will inherit decent societies and a decent 

environment or soci<3.1 and ecological devastation is up to us. 

The strategy for tacklinq the problem of development must be based on a 

synthesis of national and multilateral action, for neither one can succeed without 

the other. 

On the multilateral level, the need is absolutely urgent for effective 

measures to tackle the developing countries' $1.3 trillion debt problem, 
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understanding at the outset that this is a complex issue requiring diverse and 

imaginative solutions. For the very poorest countries there is clearly no other 

way than a total debt write-off. Creditor countries, such as France and Canada, 

have set commendable examples in this direction with regard to African debtor 

nations. Just two weeks aqo, Canada additionally forgave debts in the Caribbean. 

United States Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas Brady's debt-forgiveness plan is 

also a step in the right direction, al thouqh as banks opt for bond options rather 

than new loons, beneficiary developing countries may still end up starved for vital 

new cash. 

One proposal, which I first put forward at the General Assembly's special 

session on disarmament about two years ago and would like to reiterate today, is 

that of using a portion of the savings deriving from a reduction in military 

expenditures bV creditor countries to establish a special fund in each country. 

The fund would then be used to buy back a part or the whole of the debt owed by 

developing countries to banks at agreed prices reflecting present market values. 

This would relieve the developing countries• debt burden and, in addition, give 

them increased access to new loan finan~ for possible use in development 

projects. At the same time, the developed creditor countries would themselves 

benefit as the measures taken would alleviate the Pressure on their own banking 

sector. It is with particular gratification that I have observed that the idea of 

utilizing savings from disarmament for the benefit of developing countries is 

gaining ground. 

I would also like to note the proposal advanced by WIDER, the United Nations 

University's World Institute for Development Economics Research, for "interest 

recycling", that is, the payment of interest due into a local account, the funds 

from which could then be used bV creditors for investment projects of their 

choosing in the debtor country. 
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Debt-relief measures must be accompanied by stePs to address the issue of 

raw-material prices., which is intimately linked to the exacerbation of the debt 

problem in the 1980s, as well as measures to open up markets to developinq 

countries' products, not only in terms of tariffs but also in terms of quotas and 

other non-tariff barriers, such as calendar restrictions and rules of oriqin. The 

successful finalization of the Uruguay Round of multilateral trade neqotiations 

under the ausPices of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) is an 

essential step in this direction. This success can be assured only through the 

opening of international markets to agricultural products and light industrial 

goods. 

Developing countries rrust also be qiven the chance to share the benefits of 

the technological revolution, which will be vital to future economic development. 

In today's world the most effective vehicles of technology transfer are the 

multilateral and other high-technology corporations. 

To be realistic, we must acknowledqe that such corporations are not likely to 

invest for abstract reasons; they require tangible incentives if they are to 

contribute to technology transfer either in the developing countries or in 

restructuring the East European economies now beginning the process of 

reconstruction. 

One incentive which would be immediately effective - and which I would like to 

propose for consideration - is the provision of domestic tax relief of, say, 

50 per cent on any investment by corporations in developinq or East European 

countries. The initial loss of tax income by the investing countries would be more 

than covered by the increase in business activity in the same countries and the 

resulting profit returns from the venture. 

Here I should like to state briefly that, in my view, the foreign-investment 

needs of the East European countries are not in competition with those of the 
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tradi tiona! developinq countries. Indeed, with the riqht external assistance and 

domestic policies, the East European countries themselves could soon be a position 

to help ameliorate, rather than complicate, the problem of the qlobal wealth qap. 

Indicatively, a study just pUblished forecasts a $38 billion to $76 billion qrowth 

in world trade, as a result of the inteqration of the Soviet and Eastern European 

economies into the world economic system. 
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Considerations of economic develoPment must qo hand in hand with 

considerations of eooloqical development, and ways found to oonb ine Profit with the 

preservation of the env ircn ment. There is onl v one Earth, and it is humankind's 

only home. We must Preserve the planet or oerish. The resPOnsibility for be3rinq 

the cost of reoairinq the damaqe already done must lie with those mainly 

responsible for causinq that damaqe, namely the developed nations. The settinq up 

of a qlobal fund for the envircnment. contributions to whidl would be Proportional 

to national inoome, could qenerate fundinq for nature oonservation. 

I mentioned earlier the unacceptably hi qh child mortali tv rate which poverty 

imroses on the developinq world. At the same time most ooor countries face a 

oroblem of over-oopula tion and its traqic consequences. In addi tim to increas inq 

direct aid for alleviatinq shortaqes of schools, hospitals, housinq and so on, 

develoPed nations mav helP throuqh indirect aid desiqned to develoP the human 

factor, such as increas inq the number of university Places and scholar shiPS for 

students from developinq countries, and makinq available more technical advice for 

the improvement of developinq countries' domestic educational systens. 

To be effective, multilateral actioo to tackle the Problems of the developinq 

countries nust be supported by effective economic policies at the national level. 

I would like to cite the case of my own country, O{prus, to make the roint. Today 

the eoonomy of the RePUblic of Cyprus is thrivinq despite the eoonomic havoc 

wreacked by the invasion and occu.,::atioo of nearly 40 per cent of the country's 

terr itorv by Turkey in 1974, with hiqh qrCMth rates of the order of 6 per cent Per 

annum, a lCM annual inflation rate of aPProximately 3.5 Per cent and virtuallY zero 

unemployment. We succeeded as a direct result of maintaininq an oPen market 

economy in a properly functiooinq denocratic envirooment within which the 

Government actively encouraqed the creative ability of the hardworkinq and able 

Cypriot workers and entrepreneurs. 
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When Cyprus gained its independence in 1960, the small island Republic, poor 

in natural resources, had no industry to speak of, while its poPUlation was 

dePleted by economic emi qra tion. The first period of industrialization after 

independence was thus centred on import substitution and was accomPanied by calls 

for Protectionism, which the Government met Promptly with the introduction of hiqh 

tariffs. Very quickly, hOI'ITever, over-capacity was created even in initially 

successful sectors such cs the clothinq and shoe industries. The situation was 

saved by the oil boom of the 1970s combined with Cvorus' Proximity to the Middle 

Eastern markets. Cypriot industry then beqan exPortinq and prospered. 

This experience opened our eves to the fact that the future lay not in 

protectionism but in boostinq competitiveness so cs to expand effectively into the 

wider international na.rket, and this we Proceeded to do with the success I 

described earlier. However our achievements oo far do not allOI'IT us to rest on our 

laurels. In order to survive in the increasingly competitive eronomic climate of 

the 1990s and the aPprcachinq twenty-first century - and this aPPlies not only to 

Cyprus - we must take steps to achieve a more robust Performance on the 

international markets. A dynamic private sector is essential to success. However 

this success will be severel v hampered unless the Private sector is backed UP by an 

efficient public sector. We must thus take determined action to trim bureaucracy, 

raise public-sector productivity and slash domestic budqet deficits. 

In Cyprus the measures we have aPPlied include the siqninq of a Customs Union 

Aqreement with the European Community and the elaboration of an innovative tax 

refonn packaqe designed to distribute the tax burden more fairly while boostinq tax 

revenue throuqh the reduction of income tax rates combined with the introduction of 

a value added tax. 
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O,prus' long-term Political and economic future can of course onlY be assured 

by a just and viable settlement of the problem generated by the continued 

occu~tion of over one third of the country by Turkish troopg. 'lb this end our 

side is doing everything possible to assist the Secretary-General in his efforts to 

bring about the reunification of cyprus under a federal system of government. 

Unfortunately these efforts have so far been blocked by the intransigence of the 

Turkish side. However we will persevere in the firm belief that both the security 

and the economic prosPerity of all cypriots can only be assured by reunifYing 

cyprus as a federal republic free of foreign troops, unilateral rights of 

intervention, settlers and forcibly imposed dividing lines. Such a settlement 

would particularly benefit the Turkish cypriots, whose standard of living has 

fallen far below that of their Greek O,priot compatriots over the last 16 years. 

The funds saved through demilitarization in the context of a settlement could 

be used for development projects Particularly benefiting the Turkish Cypriots. In 

this connection we have repeatedly proposed from this forum the immediate 

disbanding of our National Guard combined with the withdrawal of the Turkish forces 

from O,prus. I reiterate this proposal today, bearing in mind that in today 's 

world the continued division of cyprus by foreign troops and the defence build-up 

needs which this generates are not only unjust but also anachronistic. 

I began by welcoming this SPecial session of the General Asserrbly on 

development issues.. I would like to end by rei tera tinq the need for a broad 

political dialogue on economic issues and reaffirming the unique importance of the 

United Nations, demonstrated here this week, in pronoting such a dialogue. Aided 

by the exchange of ideas which this debate has nade possible, let us make every 

effort to work together, not only for fewer swords but more ploughshares for all. 
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It is especially important that we realize that the need for concrete action 

is urqent. The time for words is already past, and the time for deeds rust be 

seized now, or the opportunity to create a more equitable world will be lost. The 

results of failinq to act are too traqic to oontemplate; those of actinq, too 

beneficial to all to miss. Let us embark on our task. 
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The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assembly, I wish to thank the 

President of the Republic of Q{prus for the important statement he has just made. 

M.r;. George·Vassiliou; President of·the Republic of Cyprus, was escorted from 

the·General Assembly-Hall. 

AGENDA ITEMS 8 AND 9 (continued) 

GENERAL DEBATE 

The PRESIDENT; Before I call on the next speaker, I wish once again to 

appeal to representatives to do something about the lenqth of statements. Since we 

started yesterday's meetings, only two speakers have spoken within the time-limits 

everyone else has gone far beyond it. This afternoon we have 26 speakers, and it 

is already 4 p.m. Therefore I appeal to representatives to d:> whatever they can to 

save us some time. 

Mr. ABDUI.LE (Somalia): It gives me great pleasure to extend to you, Sir, 

most sincere felicitations on behalf of the delegation of Somalia, and en my own 

behalf, on your election as President of the General Assembly at this special 

sessioo devoted to international development co-operation and to aQreement on 

measures to revitalize the economic growth and development of the developinq 

countries. Global political and economic developments, both positive and neqative, 

and the alarming decline in the quality of life of the majority of the world's 

population place a special responsibility on the international communi tv to find 

solutions to the critical problems confrontinq mankind. Your presidency of the 

General Assembly at this special session fills us with hoPe and confidence that we 

shall succeed in this difficult task. 

I also take this opportunity to extend a very warm welcome to the Republic of 

Namibia as the youngest Member of the United Nations and to assure it of our full 

support and co-operation. Namibia's independence is the fruitful culmination of 
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decades of efforts and represents an important victory in our struqqle aqainst 

colonialism and apartheid. You, Mr. President, and the Secretary-General, under 

whose leadership the United Nations has carried out one of its most successful and 

ambitious operations, deserve our praise and admiration.* 

I should also like to express our deE~P appreciation to the Secretary-General 

for his thought-provokinq statement, in which he so ably captured the sense of 

challenge that present political and economic developments offer us, as well as the 

opportunity for decisive action to ensure a better future. We must seize this 

opportunity and aqree on a set of principles and measures that contribute to the 

economic and social betterment of our people, which, in the final analysis, is the 

most important objective of economic development. 

In his openinq statement the Secretary-General observed that for most 

developinq countries the 1980s brouqht m qenuine economic betterment, and the 

economies of many of those oountries stagnated or actually declined. That is 

particularly evident in the economic situation of the least-developed countries, 

especially those south of the Sahara, where the quality of life, low as it already 

was, has declined drastically. 

In Africa the average per capita income fell by some 25 per cent durinq the 

past decade. Life expectancy is lower than in any other developinq reqion, while 

infant mortality rates are the hiqhest. The number of people below the p:>verty 

line is projected to rise rapidly in the next few years - from 250 mill ion in 1985 

to more than 400 million by the end of the century. ~illions, mostly children, are 

already dyinq of starvation or malnutrition. Desertification and drouqht, as well 

* Mr. Lohia (Papua New Guinea), Vice-President, took the Chair. 
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as natural disasters, are forcing large numbers of Africans to leave their homes 

and fields, creating an enormous refugee JX>pulation. The trend is clearly towards 

a concentration of poverty. A similar stark outlook also emerqes for many parts of 

Asia and Latin America. 

Modern communications and advances in technoloqy have made it POssible for 

millions all over 1:he world to see the vivid imaqes of poverty and death. Now we 

must utilize technoloqy to ameliorate those problems. 

What are the factors that darken the economic prospects of most of the 

developing countries? In his statement the Secretary-General stressed the 

importance of sound domestic policies in developinq countries, but he also POinted 

out that they could not succeed in the absence of a favourable international 

environment. The task of this special sessic:n is to evolve a new qlobal consensus 

not only on the central issues but also on how to resolve them. This session 

should aqree en measures to create an international environment conducive to 

enhancing multilateral development. Such conditions nust include a liberalization 

of the international tradinq system, improvements in the terms of trade, 

commodity-price stabilization, a solution to the crushinq debt crisis and, most 

important, an increased financial flo,., to developinq countries. 

Allow me to qo into some details concerninq the economic situation in 

Somalia. The aqricultural sector continues to be the dominant onet it has to 

provide most of the country • s exPOrt earninqs. However, natural di. sasters, adverse 

external conditions, depressed export markets and insufficient aid flows have 

combined to make the past few years exceedinqly difficult. As a result, our 

balance-of-payments deficit has reached well over $400 mill ion, while our public 

debt has increased to $1.8 billion. 
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Somalia has faced a rapid devaluation, unleashinq serious inflationary 

pressures. Our efforts to promote the private sector and a market-oriented economy 

have not yet succeeded, because of lack of capital and insufficient credits. Our 

health-care proqrammes suffer from lack of loqistical support, druqs and trained 

personnel. Enrolment at the primary level has declined. Youth unemPloyment is on 

the increase. Two thirds of the population in Somalia have no access to a safe 

water supply. Such economic and social problems not only are endemic in Somalia, 

but are familiar to most of the countries in Africa, and particularly to the least 

developed countries. 
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At the international level, the net transfer of resources to the develoPing 

countries has been reversed- from a POsitive fla..r of $42.6 billion in 1981 to a 

negative flow of S:32.5 billioo in 1988. Primary comnodity prices have reached 

their lowest level since the great depression of the 1930s. The foreign dabts of 

developinq countries, more than Sl. 3 trillion, now require nearly $200 hill ion a 

year in debt servicing alone. 

This special session has been convened to strengthen international develoP111ent 

co-operation and t.o revitalize the growth of developing countries. It is not about 

international charity. We, the paorest among the developing countries, are asking 

for recognition that we are one world and that where one of us suffers, no one can 

thrive. The Group of 77 has clearly identified the strategies that could bring our 

la gq ing economic and social s ys terns back to 1 i fe • 

I might add that as one of the }:X>orest, even among the least-developed 

countries, Somalia faces problems which are seriously exacerbated by a number of 

external factors. These include an influx of a larqe number of refugees, Placing 

addi tiona! burdens on the already very limited resources. External political 

pressures and terrorist attacks from outside make it impossible for my Government 

to ameliorate the conditions of the refugees, as well as of our own POPUlation 

liv inq in the affected areas. 

Many of our problems in the developing world have their mirror images in the 

developed countries. The deterioration of the envirooment due to poverty in the 

developing countr i4~S affects the developed countries. The marginalization and 

subsequent social and political destabilization of manv developing countries also 

affect the developed countries. The demographic gra..rth in daveloPing countries and 

the concomitant competition for natural resources erodes the global environment 

which is common to the rich and the poor of the world. Our fates are inexorably 

linked. 
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In Somalia we are acutely aware of the need for strengthening our domestic 

policies and developing new approaches to maximize the utilization of our 

resources, human and material. We intend to exploit our potential export of marine 

resources and minerals in order to supplement earnings from livestock and 

agriculture. We intend to examine the viability of existing public enterprises and 

to encourage a more efficient utilization of our financial and other resources, 

develop realistic monetary and fiscal policies and carry out a comprehensive civil 

service reform. 

The Government of Somalia realizes, however, that economic reform alone may 

not solve all its problems. It hcs therefore embarked on a Process of ooening up 

the political environment through measures to democratize its political system. It 

has recently introduced a multi-partv system and has aoopted other measures to 

enhance respect for human rights. At the same time, Somalia has also taken a 

number of initiatives to establish condi t:ions of peace and stabili tv in the Horn of 

Africa. We believe that a oombination of political and economic domestic reforms 

and of regional peace and stability will greatly facilitate our efforts to improve 

the economic and social oondi tions of our people. 

None of these efforts will be of much avail unless we can count on the support 

and co-operation of the developed countries. Unless measures are taken to address 

the debt crisis, unless the unrealistic and harsh demands for adjustment policies 

are softened and humanized, unless the terms of trade are modified to allow for 

improved prices on comnodi ties, and unless the flow of net resources from the poor 

to the rich is reversed, we will fail in our own efforts. In this regard, we 

especially welcome the appointment of Mr. Bettina Craxi a; the Secretary-General's 

Special Representative for the debt crisis. 

The decision of the international oommunitv to oonvene this soecial session is 

a timely opportunity to address these complex issues, which have serious 
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consequences for the future of mankind. But as we look foe solutions to persistent 

problems, new ones present themselves. MV Government is particularly concerned 

ovec what appears to be a new form of condi tionali tv for international co-operation 

that is beqinninq to manifest itself with uncomfortable frequency. No oountry can 

have qreater concern for the economic, social and fundamental riqhts of the people 

of Somalia than its own Government. No country or orqanization can better 

understand these Problems tha:1 the people of Somalia themselveds. As I have said 

earlier, the Government of Somalia is fully committed to d:>inq everythinq to 

improve the quality of life of its people. It is a matter of deep reqret that 

instead of receiving support for these efforts, we often find that the process is 

impeded through the denial of much-needed reources or throuqh lack of improvements 

in international <oondi tions on account of political oonsiderations or because of 

differences over economic philosophies. These actions only serve to jeopardize the 

lives of the entire population. 

In an interdependent world, we need to narrow these differences, but justice 

demands that we should respect varyinq views and approaches to the solution of 

co11100n problems. We hope that the special session will strenqthen 

multilateral ism. We hope that countries in a posi tioo to affect the course and 

pace of development and the efforts to improve the quality of life of people the 

world ovec will aqree on a positive approach towards comPlementinq these efforts. 

We need the support of the world community to support ourselves. We count on this 

sPecial session as the turninq-point in our fortunes. 

Mr:. · JAYA (Brunei Darussalam}: On behalf of my deleqation, I should like 

sincerely to conqratulate Ambassador Garba of Nigeria on his unanimous election as 

President of the G~neral Assenbly at this special session. I am sure that under 

his wise guidance the session will be constructive and achieve productive results. 
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May I also, on behalf of the Government of His Majesty the Sultan and 

Yang Di Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam, take this opportunity to extend our warmest 

congratulations to the Republic of Namibia on its admission to the United Nations. 

Although the Republic is new to the world body, my delegation believes that it, 

too, can play a prominent and active role in further enhancing the effectiveness of 

the United Nations. 

The Chairman of the Group of 77, Mr. Enrique Garcia, Minister of Planning and 

Co-ordination of Bolivia, has highlighted the concerns of the Group on the issues 

the session will be addressing. ~ delegation fully associates itself with those 

concerns. 

We are meetinq today at a propitious moment to demonstrate to the world that 

we have the political determination necessary to reactivate the dialoque between 

the developing and the develoPed countries and to manifest a new spirit of 

international economic co-operation. ~ delegation sincerely believes that this 

dialogue will be serious, meaningful and constructive. It is therefore essential 

that we should take a new approach, one based on recognition of the great economic 

transformation the world has experienced. The session will also provide an 

apport unity to arrive at a common understanding of the economic and social 

priorities for development in this cecade and a cx:msensus among all oountries to 

meet the challenges of the 1990s in a spirit of multilateralism. 
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Economic Problems beco~ global when their solutions cannot be achieved within 

the boundaries of States. When thinking about global economic problems, most 

people experience a profound sense of frustration because of the persistent failure 

to implement seemingly obvious neasures that would dramatically increase the level 

of world economic order. Since the solutions to so many global economic problems 

seem to bring mutual benefits to developed and developing countries alike, the 

failure to implement the necessary changes often seems inexplicable. 

We live in a world in which interdependence between developed and developing 

countries exists. The international movement of goods, capital and people has 

globalized market.s, made breakthroughs in technoloqy and revolutionized 

information. That has caused shifts in international economic relations and the 

developnent process. Only through integrated and co-operative efforts will the 

problems that we are facing today be minimized. In order to sustain world economic 

growth and ensure that the benefits are shared more broadly among nations and 

people, we have no alternative but to work together to proTOC>te a high quality of 

growth. 

It is therefore imperative for the developed countries to intensify the 

transfer of scientific and technological knowledge to developing countries. That 

will ensure that the developing countries will be able to develop their en<bgenous 

capacity further in all fields, including industrial and agricultural production 

and services. 

A clear example of our interdependence is the debt crisis that has haunted not 

only the debtor countries but the creditors as well. It is taking longer than 

anticipated to solve the debt crisis. The tasks confronting the low-income 

developing countries are indeed daunting. What is required is a sustained and 

strong effort by all concerned and, above all, a lasting commitment to revitalize 

the economies of those developing countries that are- considered to have serious 
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debt problems, with a view to making them more productive. In order to achieve 

that objective, those developing countries need not only generous assistance on 

concessional terms from the donor countries and the mutlilateral agencies but also 

debt-relief arrangements. M<{ delegation appreciates the bold stePs taken by the 

Group of Seven at the Toronto summit in its efforts to bring about debt-relief 

options. 

In the maintenance of an open and durable multilateral trading system, the 

specific requirements of the developing countries need to be taken into account. 

That can be done in accordance with the principles governing the Punta del Este 

declaration and the Uruguay Round negotiations. An open multilateral trading 

system is essential for preventing the further degradation of the multilateral 

trading system through the resort to unilateral and bilateral measures. In that 

context, it is therefore relevant for me to quote the Secretary-General when he 

states in his report to the General Assembly: 

"The immediate objective must be to prevent any further deterioration in 

the trading system and to arrest the slide towards bilateralism, ad hoc 

protectionism and the erosion of multilaterally agreed norms". 

(A/AC. 233/5, p. 24) 

In order to reactivate the growth and development of the developing countries, 

improvement of the people's living standards must also be addressed. Economic 

policies should have as their main objective the betterment of the human condition 

and the enhancement of the contribution of human resources in economic activities. 

M<{ delegation believes that the strengthening of international economic 

co-operatioo does require an important and effective role for multilateral 

institutions and mechanisms such as the United Nations and its related agencies. 

This Organizatioo is a unique forum in which the community of nations can address 

all issues in a comprehensive and integrated manner. 
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Our united de terminatioo to work urgentlY for the establishment of a new 

international development strateqy based on equitv, sovereign equalitv, 

interdependence, commoo interests and co-operation amorY:~ States, irrespective of 

their economic and social svstems, which will correct inequalities and redress 

existing injustices, make it possible to eliminate the widening gap between the 

developed and develoPing countries and ensure steadil v accelerating economic and 

social development, peace and justice for present and future generations. Mv 

delegation believes that the long-term interests of developed and developing 

countries are mutually compatible oo this fast-shrinking planet of ours. But that 

mutuality of interests nust be established on viable new concepts of creative 

partnership, not on old patterns of dependency but on a more dynamic view of future 

interdependence. 

The United Nations has the capacity to play a role in setting the political 

guidelines for the revitalization of economic growth and development, especially in 

the elaboration of the new international develoPment strateqy for the fourth United 

Nati.ons DeveloPment Decade. My delegation hopes that throuqh the deliberations of 

the special session, further enhancement of the oppartunities for a fruitful global 

dialogue can 1 eadl all na tiorn to a common pursuit, in a co-operative spirit, for a 

better war ld for all of us. 

Mr. CBURE (Kenya): Mv delegation is delighted to see an illustrious son 

of Africa preside over the eighteenth special session of the General Assembly. We 

congratulate him. 

We would also like to congratulate the Republic of Namibia on its admission to 

the United Nations. It has been a long and bloody struggle indeed for Namibia to 

win its independence. Kenya joins the international community in pledging its 

support in building a new and vibrant Namibia. 
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The decade of the 1980s will be remembered for the fundamental changes in the 

economic, social and political spheres. The human condition is deteriorating and 

must be improved. The increasing deterioration of the environment and threats to 

the future of the environment must be reversed, and action taken to improve and 

save the environment for future generations. The relaxation of tensions on the 

global political scene resulting from the replacement of super-Power confrontations 

with co-operation and dialogue has ushered in an era of peace and prospects for 

diverting resources from excessive military expenditure to development. The rapid 

and dramatic reforms in Eastern Europe will eventually integrate those countries 

into the world economy. The integration of the European Community into a common 

market will bring changes in the global economy. The emergence of Japan as a world 

economic Power has brought a needed redistribution of the concentration of global 

commercial and financial centres. The rapid increase in population growth, 

exceeding economic growth in ·developing countries, presents serious problems for 

development efforts and the environment. 

It is against the background of all those continuing changes that the holding 

of the special session at this time marks a historically important turning-point in 

international economic relations among nations. 

The problems confronting us in the world economy have been clearly identified 

and documented from numerous sources and are well known to all of us. In his 

report 1 the Secretary-General has correctly pointed out that 

"The negative trends in the world economy ••• are likely to persist in the 

years ahead unless decisive remedial steps are taken promptly 1 both nationally 

and internationally". (A/AC. 233/5, p.l4) 
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Solutions to the world economic problems are, however, within reach of the 

international community through co-operation. What is urgently needed is the 

political will to take decisive action. The challenge before us has been clearly 

spelled out in the annex to General Assembly decision 43/460. That decision states 

that the special session devoted to international economic co-operation, and in 

particular to the revitalization of economic growth and development of the 

developing countries, must "endeavour to embody new approaches and reflect a new 

spirit in international co-operation" to ensure that global economic growth is 

sustained and that its benefits are shared more broadly among countries and peoples. 

During the decade of the 1980s that has just ended growth in the world economy 

was both below its potential and slower than in the two previous decades. Growth 

was erratic over time and even among countries, a phenomenon that partly explains 

the source of the inability of the world economy to realize its full POtential. 

The slCM Performance and uneven distribution of g rCMth also reduced the attention 

given to human-needs aspects, thereby affecting development in many countries. 

The developed market economies had a seven-year, uninterrupted period of 

economic growth, the longest and most sustained in recent years. The unprecedented 

long economic expansion experienced by developed market-economy countries in the 

latter part of the decade was largely a result of the fiscal and monetary policies 

they pursued. That, however, also resulted in the appearance of large external 

imbalances among and within those countries, triggering unusually large 

fluctuations in exchange rates, interest rates and prices. While such policies 

contributed to stimulating and increasing growth in the developed countries, the 

external imbalances created have become an important feature contributing to the 

problems of the world's economic and financial system. To strengthen the 

foundations for long-term grCMth and development, there is a greater need now than 

ever before for urgent action to be taken to reduce the huge imbalances effectively. 
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The then socialist-based economies of East European countries registered 

modest growth in the 1980s. The economies of those countries remained largely 

separated from the world economic system and its swings during most of the decade· 

During that period those countries experienced shortages of technoloqv for 

production and management efficiency. Their trade policies were marked by 

isOlation from the rest of the world and shielded them from the risks of 

competition in the open world market. Combined with their other 

public-sector-dominated policies, the pressure for structural transformation grew, 

followed by the rapid and far-reaching eruption of sweeping political and economic 

changes at the very end of the decade and the opening of new challenges and 

opportunities for the 1990s. 

Those countries have received unprecedentedly prompt and huge support in the 

form of financial-aid flows, acces:; to market and technology and 

investment-creatinq opportunities from the developed market-based economies. That 

should enable the East European countries to decentralize and nodernize their 

economies, improve technology and integrate faster into the world's commercial and 

financial establishment. They need the support of the international community in 

their efforts to improve the well-being of their people and to become more involved 

in world economic activity and its development. 

Economic growth and the process of development in the rest of the world, apart 

from a few exceptional countries in Asia, has been a disappointing and frustrating 

effort and experience. In the 1980s developing countries experienced prolonged 

declining economic growth. The declining trend in the 1980s has reached far below 

the situation in the 1970s, when output was increasing. The worsening situation is 

further compounded by the fact that population in most of the countries affected is 

increasing at a faster rate than economic growth, thereby drastically reducing the 

ability to invest in efficient use of resources, both human and material, for 
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development. As the Secretary-General notes in his report: 

"The track Pattern in the developing countries is apparently becoming firmly 

entrenched with no major change anticipated during the next few years if 

present economic trends and policies oontinue." (A/AC. 233/5, p. 7) 

Action must be taken to improve the functioning of the world economy and allow 

developing countries to play their role and, as the Secretary-General rightly 

emphasizes: 

"The economic difficulties of the majority of developing countries in the 

1980s have been too widespread arrl the afflicted countries too diverse for the 

retrogression to be ascribed merely to poor domestic policy or random shocks 

to individual countries. 11 (ibid. ) 

The efforts in developing countries in the realization of the potentiality of 

resources, including human, are caught in a mass of interrelated and reinforcing 

problems in the international scene. The oomplex problems arising from declining 

prices of commodities, high interest rates, the debt crisis, erratic exchange rates 

and the consequent net transfer of resources from developing countries have 

adversely affected economic growth and development. In developed countries also, 

increased protectionism coupled with rising exhorbitant prices of imports and the 

resultant decline in investment have cumulatively combined and persisted and have 

put many developing countries in a situation from which they are unable to 

extricate themselves. The deficiencies in domestic economic management in 

developing countries have also been compounded. 

The economic problems facing developing countries have been accompanied by 

increasing inability to invest in the human aspects of development and in gross 

under-utilization of human resources. Unemployment and under-employment have 

reached record levels. The difficulties facing developing countries have been 
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further compounded by a slow-down in technology transfer and adaptation, which is 

much needed in improving production capacities. 

The urgent need for international co-operation for action on the environment 

has become increasingly accepted. The scientific evidence on the present and 

future threats posed by environmental degradatioo through pollution, 

desertification and deforestation and the consequences for the future of the planet 

and future generations have caused increasing concern world-wide. Most of the 

risks cause havoc across national boundaries. Others, such as the destruction of 

the ozone layer, are global in scope, and even those considered geographically 

limited in their.direct impact have global repercussions. 

The concern about environmental degradation, now internationally shared, has 

its roots, appropriately, in the industrialized developed countries. It is in 

those countries that the most worrisome dangers, such as the level of carbon 

dioxide in the atmosphere or the concentration of chlorofluorocarbons, originate. 

They are ,largely the consequences of the past and present production and 

consumption activities in pursuit of gra.o~th and development. Excessive gra.o~th md 

affluence was achieved through the neglect of environmental costs of economic 

activity. While present and future qenerations in those c:nuntries may enjoy 

correspondingly higher living standards the legacy of accumulated costs is 

distributed world-wide. 

Such threats to the environment as desertification and deforestation are 

primarily to be found in developing countries, and their underlying cause is 

proverty rather than affluence. During this prolonged period of declining economic 

fortunes in particular poor people and poor countries are preoccupied with the 

immediate and overr idinq problems of subsistence. 

But we have only one environment. There is need for greater co-operation and 

involvement of all in efforts to save the environment. In developing countries the 
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elimination of poverty and the strengthening of capabilities for efficient 

activities in production would enhance the environment. The revitalization of 

economic growth and development in developing countries is a sine qua non for 

maintaining the physical environment and possibly reversing the deterioration 

caused by earlier generations. 

We live in a world that has become increasingly interdependent. The global 

dimension added to national activities imposes additional constraints and some 

opportunities. Governments have responded by adjusting their domestic 

macro-economic policies with the objectives of increasing efficiency. Solutions to 

the world economic problems, however, need a strengthened international 

co-operation based en longer-term perspectives then at present. 

The problems facing African countries and the situation in Africa as a whole 

are particularly disturbing. The unyielding economic crisis facing the continent 

has been summed up by the President of the World Bank, who stated that: 

"Africa's continuing economic crisis presents an extraordinaiV challenge to 

the development community, to both intellectuals and p:>l icy makers." 

On the ~fforts being undertaken by the African countries, he noted that: 

"Most African countries are now embarked on comprehensive programmes of 

economic adjustment. The nature of these programmes has evolved significantly 

as we have all learned from our exPeriences and mistakes. We have come to 

appreciate that fundamental structural change is needed to transform African 

economies and make them competitive in an increasingly competitive world. The 

adjustment efforts must be continued and the reforms broadened and deepened. 

The .journey will be long and difficult, and special measures are needed to 

alleviate poverty and protect the w lnerable." 
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In recognition of the efforts being undertaken by the African countries as 

they struggle against the overwhelming crisis, the General Assembly in June 1986 

adopted the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and 

Development. The Programme embodied a commitment made by the African countries to 

rededicate themselves to proqrammes of economic development and structural reforms 

and a commitment by the international community to support those efforts. As the 

Secretary-General points out: 

"Soon ••• it became apparent that [the] implementation [of the Programme] was 

seriously handicapped by external financial constraints and that the economic 

stagnation and decline of many African countries was continuing." 

(A/AC~ 233/5 and Corr;.l, p. 10) 

The response of creditor and donor Governments was, however, commendable in showinq 

increasirn flexibility in negotiations with African countries, and in particular in 

the agreement reached during the Toronto summit conference of the major industrial 

countries. 

Progress will be achieved in Africa. Africa has the resources in its people 

and its material. Much, however, has to be done to put these resources into 

efficient productivity. The World Bank believes that, compared with the reqion's 

past performance, a target of at least 4 to 5 per cent in the annual growth of the 

economies of sub-Saharan Africa would be needed to achieve food security, provide 

employment and register a modest improvement in the livinq standards of the people, 

which would in turn stimulate and accelerate qrowth and developnent. There is no 

sinqle formula to achieve progress. 

African economies and their potentials are diverse. The complex problems 

facinq these economies must be approached comprehensively and on a lonq-term 

basis. Among other important efforts, the second industrial development decade for 

Africa, declared by the General Assembly during its forty-fourth session recently, 
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arrl the transport arrl communications decade need full support for effective 

implementation. 

Since independence in 1963 Kenya has continued to pursue an open economy that 

takes full advantage of the opportunities available in the world market. Kenya's 

basic economic philosophy has been to create a mixed economy in which the private 

arrl public sectors play complementary roles. The basic approach of the Government 

of Kenya is to use broad fiscal, monetary and pricing policies to ensure a healthy 

economy in which the private sector can flourish. The Government of Kenya 

recognizes the crucial feature that all investors - large and small, domestic and 

foreign - must be able to make attractive profits while directly contributing to 

broad-based development. 

The economic performance of Kenya since the mid-1980s has been more 

sa tis factory than in the first half of the decade. Between 1984 and 1988 the gross 

domestic Product in real terms grew at an annual average rate of 5.1 per cent. 

Kenya's economy rests firmly on the pillar of agriculture, which accounts for over 

one third of the gross domestic product and approximately two thirds of exparts. 

Aqriculture is supplemented by three other major income-generating sectors -

manufacturing, commerce, and tourism- which collectively account for an additional 

one quarter of the gross domestic product. A fifth important sector is government 

services, accounting for approximately 17 per cent of the gross domestic product. 

The second oil shock during the 1979 to 1980 period worsened the terms of 

trade. This situation was exacerbated by the decline in coffee and tea prices as 

we 11 as a fa 11 in ex port volume. The global recess ion arrl the poor weather of the 

1980s worsened the overall balance of payments situation between 1983 and 1984. 

The external-debt service charges have grown enormously, from 8.64 million Kenya 

pounds in 1974 to 254.38 million Kenya pounds in 1986. Service charges in 1987 on 

external public and publicly guaranteed debt represented 37 per cent of the total 
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value of exports of foods and non-factor services. For the growth of the economy 

to be stimulated and sustained, the issue of external-debt servicing must be 

addressed. 

Lack of much-needed foreign exchange earnings constitutes a a::mstraint on 

development efforts. In a nutshell, Kenya •s economic growth has become the primary 

emphasis of economic policy, and the gross d:>mestic product has shown an average 

growth rate of 4 per cent a year for the last five years despite the impact of 

world-wide recession. It is favourably noted that the rate of inflation has been 

kept below 10 per cent per annum over the same period. The key aim of Kenya's 

development strategy is efficient utilization of scarce resources. The Government 

will therefore require the private sector to participate in the provision of same 

of the services such as education and health on a cost-sharing basis. 

The increasing interdependence of countries and the complexity of the 

interrelations of the component parts make international economic co-operation 

essential and the need for its enhancement important and urgent. The objective of 

the enhanced co-operation should be to achieve sustained world economic growth end 

fairness in the distribution of the benefits. 

To achieve this, a new spirit and solidarity must be injected into 

international relations. Commitments are needed from Member countries. The 

success of such a process wil have as a prerequisite the revitalization of economic 

growth in developing countries. 

The revitalization of economic growth and the development of developing 

countries require that the necessary measures be taken for the improvement of the 

international economic environment. There will be need for agreement to be reached 

on actions to be implemented to correct the problems that led to stagnation, and in 

some cases <Ecline, in the economic performance of developing countries in the 
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1980s. There will also be need to agree on action; to be taken to put these 

economies on a stable growth path, taking into account the changes that are taking 

place. 

The strengthening of international economic co-operation will require a more 

effective role for multilateral institutions and mechanisms. A<; the unique forum 

in which the community of nations can address all issues, we look forward to the 

successful convening of UNCTAD VIII in 1991, the Conference on Environment and 

Development in 1992 and the Conference on population in 1994. 

This special session is devoted to increasing international economic 

co-operation for the benefit of all. Kenya believes strongly that the spirit of 

co-operation by all should prevail during our undertakings in future. 

Mr. AL-SHAKAR (Bahrain) (interpretation from Arabic): First, I wish to 

express to Ambassador Joseph Garba our sincere congratulations on his election to 

preside over the eighteenth special session of the General Assembly. The 

exceptional skill and wisdom that have characterized his presidency of the 

forty-fourth session and the two special sessions of the Assembly are the best 

guarantee that this special session will achieve satisfactory and successful 

results, results commensurate with the aspirations and hopes of the international 

community. 

I also associate myself with Previous speakers in warmly welcoming the 

admission of the Republic of Namibia to membership of the United Nations. On 

behalf of Bahrain, I congratulate the Namibian people on the independence which 

they won as the culmination of their heroic struggle. This constitutes a triumph 

of the principles of freedom and justice, achieved with the constant support and 

assistance of the United Nations. 
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It is fortunate that the General Assembly has been convened in this special 

session devoted to international economic co-operation, and in particular to the 

revitalization of the economic growth and development of the developing countries, 

against the backdrop of international developments and chanqes marked by the 

widening of detente and worldwide rapprochement, as well as chanqes in the economic 

and political balance of forces.* 

* Mr. Ali (Sudan), Vice-President, took the Chair. 
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Durinq 1989 and the beginning of this year, the international arena has 

witnessed a rapid succession of dramatic political developments that have led to 

the relaxation of relations between the super-Powers and to radical changes in the 

political structure of Eastern Europe. The 1980s saw the emerqence of reqional 

economic qroupinqs, most notably the process takinq place within the European 

Economic Community. That qroup is novinq steadily and vigorously towards an 

economically united Europe by 1992, with all the economic imPlications of that 

process, the echoes of which will reverberate throughout the 1990s. 

We hope that the new transformations takinq place in the world will usher in a 

new era with PDsitive results for the world economy and, particularly, give new 

momentum to international co-operation for development, thus creatinq just, 

equitable and balanced relations between North and South based on a principled 

approach and common interests. Such relations would aim at strengthening the bonds 

of interdependence and co-operation among countries to oonfront the challenges 

facinq them in various fields. 

The world economy, and especially the economies of the developing countries, 

have suffered a ma1rked decline in the rate of growth during the 1980s. Data 

indicate that the majority of developing countries registered a slump in their rate 

of qrowth and per· ~::api ta income durinQ that decade. This was due mainly to 

external factors and to various internal factors that can be traced back to the 

deflationary fiscal and monetary policies pursued by the industrialized countries, 

to natural disasters, drouqht and desertification, to reqional oonflicts, to the 

huge deficit in the United States balance of payments, to fluctuations in exchange 

rates and the rise in interest rates to unprecedented levels, to the sharp decline 

in comnodi ty prices, includinq oil, and, lastly, to the intensification of the 

discriminatory and protectionist policies pursued by the industrialized nations. 
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Those policies and factors led to the deterioration of the terms of trade of 

the developing countries, to a decline in their export earnings, to larger deficits 

in their balance of payments, to an aggravation of the burden of their foreign debt 

and debt servicing, as well as to a rise in their rates of inflation. Such 

consequences forced the developing countries to adopt deflationary and austerity 

policies and resort to international financial markets for borrowing at exorbitant 

costs. 

It is no exaggeration to say that, for the developing countries, the 1980s 

represent years of economic setbacks, and have been described as a decade lost for 

development. The sharp deterioration in the external economic environment led the 

developing countries to pursue structural adjustment policies that were 

characterized mainly by a net flow of their resources to the developed countries, a 

reduction of their investments and the curtailment of public expenditure on 

develoPment Projects, including resources allocated to health, education, training, 

housing and other social services. This, in turn, had a direct and acute effect on 

welfare and employment in the developing countries, which placed Governments and 

societies in many developing countries before difficult choices. It also had an 

adverse effect on the development of technological capabilities in the majority of 

those countries, thereby widening the technological gap and the discrepancy in 

living standards between the North and the South. 

It should be pointed out that in the current international economic conditions · 

there is a tendency on the part of the industrialized countries to link the 

provision of aid to the developing countries to bringing about reforms and changes 

in the political and economic systems of those oountries. This will create social 

and political challenges for the developing countries in the decade ahead and will 

affect various aspects of their public life, creating new obstacles that are no 

less serious than the economic challenges they face today: hence the growing 



BHS/td A/S-18/PV. 6 
53 

(Mr. Al-Shakar, Bahrain) 

importance of the ,role that should J:x::! played by the United Nations, the specialized 

agencies and the international financial institutions, in considering and 

addressing these questions and in participating in their solution, both 

quantitatively and qualitatively, during the 1990s in order to pronote growth Clld 

development in the developing countries. 

Poverty and backwardness are the major ailments of this era. Either the 

international community eradicates misery, starvation and poverty by the end of the 

1990s through a fair distribution of the world's resources among its popUlation, or 

the level of poverty and starvation will escalate dramatically and dangerously. 

The paradox of 30 per cent of the world's popUlation having more than 85 per cent 

of the world's income can no lonqer be tolerated in a world which is moving day by 

day towards greater interdependence among its oomPQnent parts, while the greatest 

population explosion will have occurred by the year 2000. 

The developing countries in West Asia, including the States ment>ers of the 

Arab Gulf Co-operation Council, have to various degrees been faced with the same 

problems that beset most developing countries. These problems are due to the 

adverse international economic environment, in the wake of the sharp decline in oil 

revenues which resulted from the oil marketing crisis and the fall in prices 

stemminq from the policies and measures planned by the industrialized countries 

since the 1970s. The oil exporting Arab States in the Gulf were thus forced to 

adopt austeri tv measures that called for a reconsideration of their developnent 

plans. Also, their economic qrowth rates registered a large decline, as did the 

overall qrowth of their gross national product and their groa:; domestic product. 

Their balance of payments and their budgets thus registered successive deficits, 

thereby weakening the position of those countries as aid donors to continue to 

provide assistance to the developing countries. Unless oil revenues improve, 
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spendinq on socio-economic development projects will continue to be cut. This will 

lead to an aqqravation of the economic stalemate in those oountries in the 1990s. 

The problem of foreiqn debt emerqed as a major international concern durinq 

the 1980s, amountinq to more than $1.1 trillion by 1989. The rise of interest 

rates in the international financial markets has led to hiqher interest outstandinq 

on dabts, which has further weakened the ability of developinq countries to repay 

these debts. The situation could threaten to collapge the very foundations of the 

international financial and monetary system. 
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As a result, :it has becotn:! universally acknowledqed that there exists a vital 

need for a oompr.ehensive international strateqy to cope with the crisis of foreiqn 

debt, since the cunent international initiatives in this reqard have not yielded 

decisive results. Experience leaves no doubt that any effective solution of the 

crisis requires both the debtee and creditor Governments to participate in 

neqotia tions. 

Durinq the 1980s, countries recoqnized, collectively and individually, the 

urgent need for international co-operaticn towards the adoption of promPt and 

concerted action to prevent an ecoloqical disaster, preserve life on Earth and to 

seek to put an end to those activities and factors that aqqrava te the deqrada tion 

of the environment. Since the universality of this danqer is an indisputable fact, 

international co-operation can contribute qreatly towards avertinq the threats to 

the environment. The international oommunitv 's realization of the magnitude of 

these hazards in callinq for the conveninq, in 1992, of a United Nations conference 

on the environment and development comes as an imoortant, 'POsitive step in the 

riqht direction. 

The link between disarmament and development has become universally 

acknowledged. There is no doubt that the relaxation of tension between East and 

West and the mutual cesire to reduce military expenditures on the part of the two 

super-Powers and rival blocs will open up possibilities for the channellinq of 

resources from mili·tary expenditures to socio-economic development. The success of 

such a process will no doubt release financial resources that can contribute to the 

developnent of the developinq countries. 

All indications suqqest a continued slow-down in the world economy in the 

1990s, unless effective measures are taken promptly to correct its course and 

remedy its chronic imbalances. If the slow-down persists, it will und:>ubtedly 

sustain the decline in the economic qrowth of the developinq countries and result 
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in a more acute stalemate that will threaten international economic stability as a 

whole. Moreover, socio-economic indicators for the decade ahead suqqest that 

prospects are weak for improvement in the economies of the developinq countries 

unless international neasures are taken to alleviate the burden of their external 

debts, increase their financial inflo .... ·s, expand markets for their exports, 

facilitate the transfer of technoloqy to them and create a m::>re favourable 

international economic environment. 

Of course, such measures require the introduction of siqnificant modifications 

in the current economic policies and concepts qoverninq international trade and 

m::>netary and financial questions. Simultaneous and parallel actions to solve both 

lonq- and short-term problems afflictinq the developinq countries must also be 

adopted to help them contribute actively to the world economy. This will be 

possible only throuqh the initiation of qlobal neqotiations between North and 

South, within the framework of the United Nations as the appropriate forum for the 

pronotion of international economic co-operation and interdependence for 

socio-economic development. 

We entertain the hope that the industrialized countries will hold serious 

negotiations with the developing nations in a spirit of mutual benefit and 

co-operation to achieve the successful outcome of this special session, especially 

since we live in an interdependent world in which no country or group of countries 

can exist in isolation from the effects of dislocations and disturbances, wherever 

they may be. For their part, the developinq countries have once more reiterated 

their sincere commitment to the solution of socio-economic problems throuqh 

international co-operation, in accordance with the Charter, and throuqh the 

implementation of a new international <'Evelopment s trateqv for the fourth United 

NatiorE development decade, to be adopted at the forthcominq forty-fifth session of 

the General Assembly. 



JVM/13 A/S-18/PV. 6 
58 

(Mr. Al-Shakar, Bahrain) 

We have every hope that at its current session the General Assembly will 

succeed in obtaining a universal undertaking on the part of developed and 

developing countries to encourage international co-operation that is conducive to 

the adoption of effective oo-operative measures in such interrelated fields as 

currency, finance, trade, external debt and development with a view to enabling the 

developing countries to oontribute to civilization's march towards prosperity and 

progress undac a just and equitable economic order. 

Mr. SEOOC (Suriname): On behalf of the Government and the people of the 

Republic of Suriname, I should like to extend to Mr. Garba our fraternal 

conqratulations on his assumption of the presidency of the General Assenbly at its 

eighteenth special session. 

I feel particularly gratified to welcome most cordially the Republic of 

Namibia. This young African State, which was born as a result of a long, heroic 

struggle against colonialism, waged a hard-fought battle for its independence, 

territorial integrity and sovereignty. My Government extends to its delegation 

present here its sincere wishes for success. 

I take this opportunity also to pay tribute to the Secretary-General and all 

those who have con1:ributed to and supported the independence of Namibia. 

The convening of this session is an appropriate occasion to consider some 

relevant global problems of an increasingly interdependent world economy and will 

certainly enable us not only to reflect on but also to try to outline effective 

ways and means of revitalizing economic growth and development, in particular in 

the developing countries. 

Durinq the last few years many Processes of change have manifested thenselves, 

inter alia, in the field of disarmament, and political and economic reform in 

different Parts of the world. Specifically, the determined move towards economic 

integration in Western Europe has in fact contribute to reshaping what has come to 
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be called East-West relations. Consequently, a reorientation of economic and 

socio-political ties is takinq Place and the structures and objectives of existinq 

frameworks for providinq economic and financial assistance are beinq re-examined. 
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These developments, together with the new industrial potential of some young 

States in Asia, have placed the develoPment process in the context of a raPidly 

changing world scene. And although new prospects and opportunities for economic 

co-operation have opened up, imbalances and uncertainties still exist between the 

industrialized and the developing countries. which necessitates a greater 

understanding so that the different development concerns can be resolved. 

As previous speakers have observed, for most developing countries the 1980s 

were a pervasive setback to development and were characterized by contrasting 

progress and decline, threats and opportunities, hopes and frustrations. 

It has already become a commonplace, but it is nevertheless true that the 

score of the devel,oping countries has been affected, one way or the other, by high 

inflation, monetary instability, environmental concerns, commodity price 

fluctuations, protectionism and other problems. It is also true that several 

developing c~untries have adopted sound and realistic macro-economic policies, but 

their ability to stay on the course of policy reform they have undertaken is 

contingent, in part, on developments in the world economy. And as one cannot 

compound economic hardshiP by unrealistically imposing adjustment measures, there 

is obviously a definite need for concretely calculated programmes that deal with 

all aspects, including remedial actions that redress, or at least mitigate, 

negative consequences of those ad jus t:men ts. 

Suriname has embarked on such a programme, and it appreciates the assistance 

rendered by the European Community. 

According to recent studies of our Organization, the continuation of present 

9,lobal economic tr,ends and policies will increase the existing gap between the 

countries with relatively healthy economic grcwth and those on the path of 

apparently continuous decline. 
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The negative trends in the world economy are very likely to persist, unless 

deliberate stepS are taken promptly. As has been noted before, the new tendencies 

and realities of the world economy have brought about a rethinking of present 

PDlicies at both the national and the international levels. Specifically, the 

interdependence of States and the growing world economy greatly complicate the 

appraisal and management of national economic policies. The interrelationships 

among trade, debt, investment, capital flows, interest rates and other factors 

necessitates national economic policies being formulated and calculated with a 

global perspective. But in a fluid international environment, in which the 

influence of external factors cannot aPPropriately be projected, one will be left 

with the problem of the evaluation of development scenarios. 

Under these circumstances, our Organization is an instrument that can 

contribute to a consensus on reaching a comprehensive strateqy geared towards a 

multidimensional approach that fosters stronger regional integration while taking 

into account the specific interest of national States in the commodity markets. 

Having said that, we do realize that in order to reach such a oonsensus, 

developed and developing countries have to agree, in a spirit of shared 

responsibility, on a set of measures aimed at creating institutional reforms, 

including, eventually, the reorganization and rationalization of already existing 

international, regional and subregional institutions - reforms that will allow us 

to deal more effectively with fundamental problems such as hunger, malnutrition and 

poverty in many parts of the world; the protection of the environment, including 

corrective measures for serious polluters and controlled management of the world's 

natural resources; the creation of regional and subregional economic entities based 

on a strategy of comprehensive complementarity and the enhancement of collective 

self-reliance; stabilization and growth opportunities for export earnings - in this 
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respect we optimistically look forward to the further operations of the Common 

Fund - and finally redress of net capital outflows as a consequence of 

balance-of-payment problems which have been aggravated by the debt problem. 

In an age in 'Which technological advances are occurring at breathtaking speed, 

we see that the gap in Productive capacity between the developing and industrialized 

countries is still rapidly widening. This phenomenon is particularly distressing 

in the light of the fact that in order to becone competitive in the world economy 

the developing coun treis should have access to science and technoloqv. 

The entire question of market access is at the heart of the Uruguay Round, but 

seen in the context of the progress made so far, a concerted political effort will 

be needed to achieve better results. We sincerely hope that negotiations in areas 

such as intellectual property, investment and services can be concluded 

successfullY so that the ability of the developing countries to gain better access 

to technology can be imProved. 

Sustainable development and the protection and enhancement of the global 

environment have come to the forefront of concerns at both national and 

international levels. A number of environmental challenges such as the efficient 

use of resources, the availability of technology on accePtable terms and conditions 

have to be met. 

An improved world economic environment, including revitalized growth, can 

contribute to the lonq-term improvement of our environment. In a regional forum, 

Surinam has voiced its concerns in this field within the framework of the 

co-operation of the! Amazonian countries. I refer here to the Declaration of Manaus 

of 6 May 1989 by the Presidents of the Amazonian countries and the sixth 

Ministerial Meetinq held in March 1989 in Brasilia. My delegation therefore 

welcomes the forthcoming discussions on this matter in the Preparatory Commission 

for the World Conference, in 1992 in Brazil. 
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This special session has enabled us to discuss and examine the premises on 

which our international economic relations are built. With the passage of time, we 

have seen old assumptions erode, and new ones are required, based on today 's 

realities. 

We cherish the hope that a new development consensus can be reached geared 

towards the strengthening and enhancing of international economic co-operation and 

mul tilateralism, as well as the unique role of the United Nations as a universal 

forum for economic dialogue and co-operation. 

Mr. PIREK (Czechoslovakia): I wish on behalf of the delegation of the 

Czech and Slovak Federal Republic to congratulate the President on his election and 

to exPress llf{ conviction that under his wise guidance our deliberations will result 

in fruitful conclusions. I should also like to extend my delegation's thanks to 

the Preparatory Committee of the Whole and to its Chairman, Mr. Zepos, for their 

work, which in our view constitutes a good basis upon which this eighteenth special 

session of the General Assembly may build. 

We congratulate the Republic of Namibia on its admission as a Member State of 

the United Nations. This is a truly historic event, and we should like to express 

our appreciation of the role played bv the United Nations in the process that has 

led to Namibia's independence. ~ country has always supported the efforts of the 

Namibian people to achieve freedom and independence and is ready to develop 

all-round co-operation with the young Namibian State. 
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We are meetinq here at a time of sweepinq chanqe on the world political and 

economic scene, a chanqe influenced siqnificantly by the development of integration 

processes in various parts of the world, by proqress in disarmament negotiations 

and by the settlement of reqional conflicts. An essential component of this change 

is the development of pluralistic political systems and a t1Ddem market-oriented 

economy in Central and Eastern Europe and in a number of developinq countries. 

The experience of the 1980s and the beqinninq of the present decade confirms 

the increasinq importance of economic factors in shapinq dominant trends in 

contemporary international relations. The increasinq qlobalization of the world 

economy and the qrCM inq interdependence of national economies require a more 

intensive search far new, and often non-traditional, forms of concerted 

international actic>n. That is the only effective way to meet the global challenges 

to mankind. We therefore welcome the consideration by this authoritative forum of 

the political framework and the principles of international co-operation within the 

world community, aimed at invigorating economic qrowth and development on a 

world-wide basis, with particular reqard to the needs of developinq countries. We 

consider solvinq the pressinq social and economic problems of those countries to be 

one of the key issues of the present time. Takinq due account of the realities of 

today 's world, the President of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic, 

Mr. Vaclav Havel, raised at his recent meetinqs with the leaders of Poland and 

Hunqary in Bratislava the issue o'f shared responsibility for the future development 

of the ooun tries of the third world. 

The current fundamental chanqes in our society, aimed at creatinq a 

pluralistic parliamentary democracy and a modern, market-oriented economy, Provide 

the essential prerequisites for a new staqe in our relations with the developing 

countries. The ec()nomic laws recently enacted and those under preparation will 
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make it possible to demonopolize and decentralize our economy and to open it up to 

the world. These steps are designed to increase efficiency and flexibility and to 

achieve full integration with the world economy. We also seek to fac Hi tate the 

attainment of this goal by joining the relevant international monetary and 

financial institutions. We are convinced that this approach will help expand our 

economic relations with all groups of countries. And, in fact, an important part 

of those relations will be our co-operation with developing countries. We wish to 

reverse a long-term negative trend reflected by a declining share of developing 

countries in the total volume of our foreign trade. We wish to make our 

co-operation with the countries of the developing world more effective, with a view 

to contributing to the solution of the specific problems of social and economic 

development in those countries. 

The internal developments now under way in Central and Eastern Europe are an 

important and integral part of the current process of profound transformation in 

the world. It is only natural that great attention should be paid to them by the 

international community. The steps being taken by those countries towards early 

integration into the world economy are guided by a desire both to strengthen their 

own economic potential and to contribute to world-wide economic growth as well as 

to balanced development. Such is the extent of the change takinq place that 

understanding and joint efforts by the international community will be required to 

come to grips with the problems involved. In this respect we appreciate the 

conclusions of the Conference on Economic Co-operation in Europe, recently held in 

Bonn, which help create a favourable international environment in support of the 

reforms in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

As far as mv country is concerned, I should like to underline that its present 

transition from a rigid, centrallY Planned economy to a market-oriented one 
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pursues, above all, nedium-term and long-term development objectives. It is in 

this spirit that we hope both to meet the aspirations of Czechs and Slovaks and to 

take an active patrt in the solution of global economic problems, including those of 

the developing world. 

Every country should first rely on its own capacity to deal with its economic 

situation. We believe that for developing countries, whose social and economic 

problems we are considering here, foreign assistance cannot be regarded as a 

panacea. Rather, it is a supplementary factor which should stimulate the 

developing countries' own efforts to revitalize their development. Moreover, it 

cannot be effective unless the countries receiving such assistance pursue an 

appropriate national economic policy, which, in turn, requires that emphasis be 

laid on the mobilization of human resources, on the integration of the human factor 

in adjustment Programmes and on respect for the environmental aspects of 

development. 

The generation of a favourable international economic environment is an 

important prerequisite for the implementation of the development strategy of 

developing countries and for their integration into the international division of 

labour. 

The developed countries have a special responsibility in this respect. The 

specific nature of the problems confrontinq the developing countries must be taken 

into account if a sound policy aimed at constant development is to be PJrsued in 

the field of international economic relations. Increased attention in this regard 

must be paid to the economically least developed countries. 

The soluticn to the problems of developing countries, especiallY to those of 

external indebtedness, as to other global problems, requires first and foremost an 

intensification of international economic co-operation and an improvement in the 

efficiency of the multilateral economic system established after the Second W:lrld 
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War. This also applies to the economic activities of the United Nations and its 

specialized agencies. While not wishing to underestimate the achievements of the 

United Nations system in dealing with economic issues, we believe that it should 

respond in an awropriate and flexible manner to the ongoing changes in the social 

and economic, as well as in the scientific and technological, fields. We believe 

that it is necessary to direct the Organization's activities primarily towards 

increased participation in the development of international economic relations, 

including harmonization of the process of economic integration in the various 

regions of the world. 

In the interest of further strengthening multilateral economic co-operation, 

my country fully endorsed the proposal by the Group of 77 to hold this special 

session of the General Assembly and participated actively in its preparation. We 

believe that, with the constructive approach of all delegations, our deliberations 

will help to establish a new foundation for international economic co-operation in 

a framework in which both national and world economic problems can be more easily 

resolved. The achievement of greater predictability, stability and transparency in 

the world economy, and of increased co-ordination in the field of macroeconomic 

policy, requires, in our view, the application of qualitatively new forms of 

co-operation free of any artificial barriers erected by the ideology of intolerance. 
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~ feel that the current special session should set a framework for action to 

be taken by the international community in the 1990s to cope with the most urgent 

global economic problems and to address issues influencing economic growth and 

development throughout the world. This framework would be determined according to 

the nature of the problems to be dealt with by future international conferences 

held under United Nations auspices. Therefore, we favour the adoption of a 

readable action-oriented final document which would reflect this view. It should 

respond to the prevailing development tendencies in today's world and have a 

topical political appeal to both developed and developing countries, thereby 

stimulating the development of international economic co-operation. It should 

underscore the exceptional role_ of the United Nations as a universal forum for the 

solution to international economic questions as regards, in particular, the 

integration of national economies into the world economy, the development of 

multilateralism in economic relations, the complementary character of national 

economic policies and their 1i nkage with international decisions. 

We believe that the session will give a new, strong impulse to the 

revitalization of international economic co-operation. Let us do our best to rise 

to this unique opportunity. 

Mr. EJIGU (Ethiopia): This important session is marked by a historic 

event of great significance which has ushered in a new era for both Namibians and 

the United Nations. We are delighted to see independent Namibia assume its 

rightful place in the community of sovereign nations as the 160th Member of our 

Organization. For us Ethiopians, who have had the privilege of being associated 

from the beginning with the question of Namibia and its struggle on the diplomatic 

front, this is a proud moment that fills us with great joy. On behalf of the 

Government and the people of Ethiopia, it gives me great pleasure to congratulate 
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the brotherly people of Namibia on this happy and historic occasion. Let me also 

seize the opportunity to pay a tribute to the Secretary-General and the staff of 

the Organization for their invaluable contributions that made this historic moment 

a reality. 

This special session of the General Assembly is convened at an exceptional 

time. It takes place, on the one hand, at a time when we are observing a visible 

relaxation of tension between East and west, stirring great hope and optimism about 

a new era of world peace, stability, co-operation and developnent. On the other 

hand, we also meet at a time when the world economy presents an image of deep 

contrasts, unevenness and sharp asymmetry - of growth and decline, of new 

opportunities and worsening problems, and of great hopes and frustrations. The 

noticeable bifurcation of the world into areas of dynamism and stagnation, growth 

and retrogression pOses a serious challenge. If allowed to oontinue it generates 

social conflicts and political instability undermining the newly kindled hope and 

aspiration for world peace and stability. 

For us in Africa who have witnessed all but economic disintegration for much 

of the 1980s, this special session could not have come at a better time. The need 

for revitalizing or reactivating the engine of growth and thus development is the 

real issue that must stand at the forefront of the international agenda. We trust 

that this landmark session will help to renew and strengthen the commitment of the 

international community to the United Nations ideal of a world in which, as 

interdependent parts of the whole, we should endeavour to make it a better and 

livable place. 

The last decade, compared to the 1960s and the 1970s, has been characterized 

by declining growth rates; greater instability in foreign exchanges and interest 

rates and growing economic disparity both between the industrially developed 
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economies and developing economies and between different groups of countries which 

constitute the latter. Moreover, technological changes governing both input use 

and capital flows have adversely affected the demand for primary comnodi ty exports 

of developing countries. The 1980s have, therefore, resulted in a sustained fall 

in export earnings of several developing countries. Too fall in export revenue, 

combined with high rates of interest in the world market, has fuelled the rapid 

increase in developing-country debts, with the result that the debt burden has 

become all but criPPling for a large majority of the developing world. A 

lamentable indicator of this economic albatross is tm fact that net financial 

transfers to developing economies have either trickled to a halt, in the case of 

even multilateral agencies, or actually turned negative in the case of commercial 

sources. 

Experts may debate the precise magnitude of the growth and imbalances in world 

trade in the 1980s; of the exact impact of instability in interest rates or of 

fluctuations in major ~~«>rld currencies on investment decisions in a specific group 

of countries or even in any one country. They may dispute the significance of any 

one factor, such as falling terms of trade for primary commodi tv exporters or 

movements in the real exchange rate, on the growth performance of developing 

economies, but the overall conclusion that the 1980s have spelled economic decline 

combined with greater variability of production and consumption for the vast 

majority of count.r ies in the developing world is quite inescapable. The wheels of 

economic growth moved slower and slower through the 1980s. They made the poor even 

paorer, and widened the already substantial economic disparities in the world 

economy. 

An aspect of the economic trends of the 1980s on which there is absolutely no 

dispute, however, is the fact that Africa, below the Sahara, has emerged from the 
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1980s as the least developed and economically the most vulnerable part of the 

globe. Africa has indeed taken a sustained economic beating in the 1980s and 

enters the 1990s in a state of extreme vulnerability. It is today a fragile 

continent which can scarcely benefit from cheerful exhortations of the virtues of 

international competitiveness. It needs assistance to recover from both the acute 

stochastic shocks, and at times cbmestic economic mismanagement of the last decade, 

before it can appreciate and benefit from new opportunities for trade and 

development in the 1990s. 

The harsh experience of the 1980s has nevertheless had one imoortant and 

beneficial effect. It has changed the way people nCM think about development. The 

remedy for the economic ills of much of Africa should no longer be viewed only in 

terms of a swift and significant dose of devaluation and deflation regardless of 

the im}:act on people's lives. Today, ideas on development are approaching a steady 

convergence, thoucb at times painful. While it is important for develoPing 

economies to "adjust" their production structures in the liqht of changes in world 

trade flows, such a1 economic transformation needs considerable time and large 

volumes of external assistance. In addition, it requires an economic vision for 

the 1990s that goes beyond sloqans. * 

* Mrs. Castro de Barish (Costa Rica), Vice-President, took the Chair. 
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The experience of the 1980s has led .to a re-examination of the perceptions and 

practices of everyone involved in the development effort - Government, donor 

aqencies and private orqanizations alike. Let us not forqet that, durinq the 

tumultuous years of the 1980s, it was not only Governments in Africa that chanqed 

their policies and perspectives but also major multilateral institutions. The 

recent focus on the lonq-term structural constraints on development - such as 

papulation qrowth, human-resource development, environmental rehabilitation, food 

security and appropriate technoloqv - is not a hasty leaP into the void but a 

result of a slow, painstakinq review and reconsideration of simple but reassurinqly 

certain, earlier-held views on develoPment. The 1980s tauqht us all a little 

humili tv in the sense that all possible alternatives and approaches have had to be 

re-examined in the liqht of fresh problems and the need to broaden the basis of 

development. 

First, there is an unquestioned need to take a comprehensive approach to the 

problem of the economic reqeneration of developinq economies. The most fundamental 

concept with reqard to economic qrowth in those societies is that qrowth must be 

sustainable, that it should not be a fitful or intermittent process open to 

fortuitous international or ices or swinqs of weather but an accretionary advance 

towards enlarqinq domestic productive caoaci ty and improvinq resource allocation. 

However, as has been known since the early oost-war years, to enter into the 

virtuous spiral of self-sustaininq qrowth requires a minimum set of interlockinq 

and comPlementary economic activities that can be acquired only by a determined 

diversification o:E the production base. That, in turn, requires the raisinq of 

investment ratios to over 25 per cent of q ross cbmestic product, a pre-condition 

that is currently beinq met by several newly industrializinq economies hut not by a 

sinqle economy in sub-Saharan Africa. 
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The idea of some critical minimum threshold of investment as a sine qua non of 

sustainable economic qrCMth is absolutely crucial to our understandinq of qrO!rJth 

processes in develoPinq economies, since it provides a convincinq explanation of 

why several countries have performed well for a few years, only to face 

increasinqly severe foreiqn-exchanqe or inflation barriers. 

The critical minimum-investment threshold can be met, amonq other thinqs, by a 

substantial expansion of foreiqn-aid flows, the reschedulinq or the wri tinq-off of 

past debt, improvements in <bmestic project-planninq capacity and the creation of 

better opportunities for private investment as a means of inducinq a qreater volume 

of savinqs from peasant and household enterprises. Much qrea ter economic resources 

must be devoted to increasinq the moro~rtum of qrowth in the future. 

Secondly, the principle of economic justice must be accepted not only in the 

, desiqn and implementation of domestic economic policy but also in the conduct of 

international commerce. If special value is to be attached to the welfare of the 

poor in relation to other sections of society in the allocation of domestic 

resources, the same principle should not be allowed to disinteqrate in a Hobbesian 

state of war in the international arena. Poor people everywhere have special needs 

and disabilities, and developinq economies have a larqer proportion of poor than 

other societies. Special proqrammes of assistance desiqned to meet basic minimum 

needs, a siqnificant increase of aid flows towards the least developed countries 

from the donor communi tv, special preference schemes desiqned to ensure market 

access for develoPinq-countrv exports to the developed economies, the inclusion of 

aqricultural commodities in the scheme of the General Aqreement on Tariffs and 

Trade, and a halt to dumpinq and other unfair tradinq practices towards developinq 

economies are important elements in the view that, alonq with the notion of human 

rights, the idea of qrCMth with economic justice must permeate the formulation of 

international economic policy. 
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Thirdly, we must all share a common concern for the environment. Even if all 

countries cannot be expected to make a commensurate financial contribution to the 

correction of environmental imbalances because of prevalent income disparities, it 

would be fbolish not to recognize not only that environmental damage is an unjust 

legacy to future generations but also that it knows no national boundaries. 

Moreover, the link between popUlation grCMth, food security and certain forms of 

environmental damage must also be squarelY faced. It is not only industrial 

pollution that damages the environment. Rapid depletion of forests, encroaching 

desertification and increasing vulnerability to drought and famine are equally 

important to the maintenance of a sound ecological balance and should be treated 

with equal seriousness. 

Fourthly, the developing world must share in the technological revolution that 

will govern the scope and pattern of comrrodi tv production in the next century. In 

the 1970s, scientific and technological issues ranked high on the agenda of the 

develoPment dialogue of develoPing countries. With the ascendancy of stabilization 

programmes in the 1980s, however, they have increasingly been relegated to the 

background. Developing countries should be not the innocent victims of 

labour-displacing technologv or of product substitution; they should be the 

interested participants in tailoring new technologies to the needs of social 

welfare and production grCMth. It is our considered view that these four 

principles constitute the entire arena of development policy for the 1990s. 

Like many other countries in Africa, Ethiopia also faced severe economic 

problems in the second half of the 1980s. Those years unleashed recurrent drought 

with long recovery periods, falling foreign-exchange reserves, adverse terms of 

trade, fluctuating production levels, and growing internal strife. The inevitable 

result has been a widening resource gap as domestic savings have trailed behind 

realized investment. DesPite a creditable record of monetary restraint, revenue 
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generation and the provision of basic social welfare facilities, by the end of the 

1980s it was becoming increasingly apparent that a serious reassessment of the 

Ethiopian experience was in order. 

A detailed evaluation of Ethiopian economic pol icy that was bequn almost four 

years ago resulted in a series of measures designed to raise investment levels 

significantly. The new policy enables public enterprises to operate on the 

principles of competitiveness and profitabilitv. In brief, the 1990s should 

witness a larger role for the private sector in the national development effort, a 

more efficient public sector, and a series of new initiatives to overcome long-term 

structural constraints. A number of special national programmes on food security, 

disaster preparedness, employment generation, conservation and population are beinq 

finalized, so that long-gestation projects are not pushed into the background by 

short-run crisis-management concerns. As a country with an exceptionally low level 

of per capita official development assistance, we need donor support in raising the 

flow of highly concessionary resources, in the rescheduling of bilateral debts and 

in the conversion of loans into grants. 

In the 1990s, ways must be found to allow developing countries generally, and 

the least developed countries in particular, to share in the technological advance 

and economic growth to which we all look forward. Economic justice must not end up 

as yet another development cliche. The convergence of ideas that is bringing the 

world together contains at its core the notion of human-centred development. It is 

our common duty to ensure that national interest does not abrogate our wider 

responsibilities to the rest of mankind. 



RM/18 A/S-18/PV. 6 
81 

Mr. BIZIMUNGU (Rwanda) (interPretation from French): The deleqation of 

Rwanda is pleased to extend conqratulations to the President of the General 

Assembly on his election to ClUide this imtx>rtant special session &voted to 

international economic co-operation and especially to the revitalization of 

economic qrowth and development in the developinq countries. The work, and 

particularly the conclusionsu of the forty-fourth session of the General Assembly 

and the last two special sessions, devoted respectively to apartheid and to the 

druq problem, confirm our belief that under his Presidency the special session too 

will have a successful outcome. 

I cannot beqin my statement without expressinq the joy, pleasure and pride the 

Government and people of Rwanda felt on 21 March of this year, Namibian 

Independence Day. On behalf of the Government and people of Rwanda, joined in the 

National Revolutionarv Movement for Development, I should like here to conQratulate 

the RepUblic of Namibia on its recent accession to independence, qained after such 

bitter- strutlqle, and to conqratulate it too on its unanimous admission as the one 

hundred sixtieth State Member of the United Nations. Let me take this opportunity 

to offer my warm conqratulations to the first President of independent Namibia, His 

Excellency Mr. Sam Nujoma, and to the valiant Namibian people on their heroic 

struqqle to qain the independence and freedom usurped and kePt from them for so 

lonq by South Afdca. 

I should also like to express sincere thanks to all who worked unrelentinqly, 

whether in close involvement or from a distance, to achieve this important and 

historic event, the independence of Namibia. 

Nor can I fail to express the joy felt by the Government and people of Rwanda 

on 11 February of this year, the day when Nelson Mandela, his head held hiqh, 

walked out of Paarl Prison in South Africa. On that day the whole of Africa and 
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the entire world were virtually delirious with joy at the historic liberation of 

this longest-held and most famous prisoner, a man who had spent 27 years, six 

months and six days in South African gaols. 

The independence of Namibia and the release of Nelson Mandela are two events 

that, in political terms, will chanqe the course of history in southern Africa. 

The projected talks between President Frederik de Klerk and the African National 

Conqress of South Africa (ANC) must lead to the eradication of the hateful system 

of apartheid and the establishment of a democratic multilateral society based on 

equality of all races without discrimination of any sort. We thus heartily urqe 

the South African Government to proceed speedily to adopt all the reforms needed to 

achieve that objective. 

Today's world is in the midst of profound chanqes, as can be seen from the 

continuing movement towardS democracy throuqhout the qlobe, and in particular in 

Eastern Europe. Only yesterday, who could have imaqined the crumbling of the 

Berlin Wall? Now, however, it has happened, and it has happened thanks to the will 

and determination of the German people to put an end to what was an absurd and 

anachronistic situation. Mv country, Rwanda, cannot but rejoice at seeinq the 

forthcominq reunification of the two Germanys, which is a POsition we have always 

maintained in international forums. 

Although qains have been made in the POlitical sphere, there is still serious 

malaise in the economic sphere. All countries, and the developinq countries in 

particular, continue to suffer from the effects of the persistent crisis, which is 

caused by various well-known factors that affect the world economy, inter alia the 

collaPSe of commodity prices, deterioration of the terms of trade, qr~inq 

Protectionism, the net transfer of resources from South to North and the serious 

problem of external debt. Notwithstandinq the major efforts and sacrifices that 
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have been made to lay the bases for self-sustained development, all those factors 

combined have, to various degrees, had a severe impact on the already fragile 

economies of ·the developinq countries. Thus most of the developing countries, and 

the African countries in particular, have been unable to come to grips with the 

underlying reasons for the steady worsening of poverty, hunger and malnutrition, 

the growing foreign-debt burden, the drop in commodity prices and the decline in 

the financial resources needed to stimulate growth and development. 

Of all those problems, the debt problem remains of greatest concern to the 

developing countries. We must therefore encourage recent initiatives designed to 

reduce the volume of principal and debt-servicing of the developing countries and 

to find measures for debt relief, which represent a forward step and an important 

contribution to the fight against the debt crisis. In that connection, my country 

supported General Assembly resolution 44/205 on the debt Problem, which urged all 

parties concerned to continue their efforts in pursuit of a durable, equitable, and 

growth-oriented and development-oriented solution to the debt Problems of 

develoPing coun tr i.es. 

We therefore call once again upon the industrialized countries and 

international financial institutions to show goodwill and realism in their debt 

policies and to help break once and for all the deadlock in the economic situation 

that is strangling the countries of the South. 

Another problem, no less serious, concerns commodities, whose prices on the 

international market continue to fall, with concommitant harmful effects on the 

economic growth of the developing countries. It is absolutely essential to 

diversify the commodities economy in the developing countries and to involve those 

countries more closely in the processing, marketing and distribution of such 

products. 
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Two years after the adoption of the Final Act of the seventh United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD VII), and in spite of the entrv into 

force of the Agreement to create a common fund for commodities, there is still 

serious cause for concern. Indeed, it seems highly unlikely that the rules of the 

qame will chanqe to allow producer countries access to the remunerative earninqs 

derived therefrom for the financing of their development. 
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My delegation sees a need for more active international co-operation in the 

commodities trade, particularly within the framework of the generalized system of 

trade preferences among the developing countries. That would give those countries 

a real chance of breaking out of the marginal status to which they have so far been 

confined and of becoming players in a competition that seems destined to become 

much tougher with the foreseeable formation of economic blocs within the 

international trade system. 

The economic difficulties that are overwhelming the African continent have 

become a source o:E worldwide concern. The African countries have watched 

helplessly as the living conditions of their people have declined at an 

ever-accelerating pace, while their people have been confronting the scourges of 

poverty, famine, malnutrition, ignorance and a diversity of other woes - and it is 

not possible for me now to list all of them. 
~:~ 

The hopes aroused by the unanimous and enthusiastic adoption of the United 

Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development have been 

thwarted because of the unsatisfactory implementation of the partnership contract 

linking Africa to the rest of the world. The mid-term review and appraisal of the 

Programme of Action has demonstrated that the serious economic difficulties 

experienced by the African countries remain largely unsolved, and that in most 

cases they have become even more alarming. 

The severe sacrifices made by the African Governments within the framework of 

structural adjustment programmes have not been adequately rewarded, because in the 

majority of cases these programmes have not achieved the envisaged objectives. 

Indeed, with their principal objective of restoring short-term financial balance, 

those programmes have completely overshadowed the development and transformation 



acr/jg A/S-18/PV. 6 
87 

(Mr. Bizimungu, Rwanda) 

objectives, such as food self-sufficiency, a reduction of poverty, sustained growth 

and collective autonomy. They have also neglected the human factor and the social 

dimension of development. 

In order to offset this imbalance, the Organization of African Unity last year 

adopted the African Alternative Framework to Structural Adjustment Programmes for 

Socio-Economic Recovery and Transformation - known by its acronym, ~RPAS. This 

framework provides us with an instrument for a constructive dialogue with Africa's 

development partners and should help in the preparation of national programmes 

capable of providing for self-sustaining and equitable development. The 

international community as well as the multilateral financing and development 

institutions are urged to give their support to CARPAS, particularly in the form of 

heightened flows of resources. 

The special situation of the least developed countries, including Rwanda, 

continues to be a source of grave concern to the international community by virtue 

of the continuing deterioration of their socio-economic situation, characterized by 

very low economic growth and by very inadequate progress in terms of development, 

resulting in a persistent decline in per capita income. 

So far as my country, Rwanda, is concerned, things are hardly better than 

anywhere else. M¥ country is at present in a very precarious situation so far as 

food supply is concerned. Short-term factors such as local droughts or torrential 

rains have ravaged the soil, and these factors, together with hail and new plant 

diseases, have played a major part in creating the present critical situation. 

Together with that, there are other major constraints such as the decline in arable 

land and over-farming, leading to a gradual exhaustion of the soil - not to speak 

of demographic pressures. That is why the most severely affected regions of the 

country are those which have the highest concentration of inhabitants per square 

kilometre. 
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The Government of Rwanda has not remained idle in this situation. The 

President of the Republic, His Excellency Major General Juvenal Habyarimana, 

personally visited the regions and papulation qroups stricken by these woes. After 

these visits, the Head of State took a number of impOrtant measures and decisions 

to meet the most urgent needs of the stricken population groups and to set up 

machinery capable of providing a lasting solution to the problem. The Rwandan 

people as a whole has been mobilized to make the best use of the national resources 

in order to reach optimal production levels - the guarantee of the success of any 

food self-sufficiency policy. 

On behalf of the Government of Rwanda, I extend my sincere thanks to the 

friendly countries and international orQanizations that have provided or promised 

assistance for the stricken papulation qrouP5. 

Rwanda, 1 ike other developinq countries, is coPinq with an unprecedented 

economic crisis. That is why the Central Committee of the National Revolutionary 

Movement for Development and the Government, at their joint meetinq last December, 

adopted a large-scale programme for endoqenous economic recovery based on macro-

and micro-economic measures (to be carried out in the short, medium and lonq 

term). The remedial measures we have prepared involve in particular the reduction 

of public outlays on the one hand and an increase in State earnings on the other. 

These measures were the subject of broad consultation of the people and enjoy a 

national consensus at all levels. 

However, our cc:>untry is not able to carry out this larqe-scale programme on 

its own. That is whY Rwanda must combine its efforts with those of the 

international communi tv and bilateral sources of funds. In that context, my 

country intendS to enqaqe in talks with the Bretton Woods aqencies, on the basis of 

a workinq document which we have drawn up and which has been endorsed by the 

beneficiary - the people of Rwanda. 
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~ country looks forward to the second United Nations Conference on the Least 

Developed Countries, to be held in September in Paris. That Conference will carry 

out a comprehensive review of the New Substantial Programme of Action and will draw 

up, for adoption, palicies and measures designed to accelerate the development 

process of the least developed countries in the 1990s. These policies and measures 

should be based on mutual obligations and on the commitment by the international 

community and the least developed countries themselves to create an environment 

conducive to self-sustaining recovery and development. This is also true of the 

international development strategy for the fourth United Nations development 

decade, whose purpose and objective is the promotion of the development of the 

developing countries within the context of strengthened world development. 

We also believe that the new international development strategy should focus 

on precise development themes of an urgent nature, to enable the international 

community to respond effectively to the challenges of the 1990s. To that end, we 

must identify the main obstacles to the revitalization of economic growth and 

development and, in particular, we must succeed in eliminating those obstacles. 

The present special session's task, among others, is to break the deadlock and 

relaunch the North-South dialogue in order to make a new start in international 

economic relations through a more dynamic type of co-operation. The success of 

this special session will depend in large measure on its ability to mobilize the 

political will of all States to work together to achieve the objectives set for it .• 
and to obtain a universal consensus on the problems impeding the development of the 

developing countries. 

Article 55 of the United Nations Charter clearly defines the role of our 

Organization in the promotion of international economic and social co-operation. 

At a time when the economic situation of the developing countries is deteriorating 
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at a disturbing rate, the United Nations bears the primary responsibility for the 

promotion of the development of those countries. The United Nations is required 

now more than ever before to promote and foster more just international 

co-operation in all spheres, on the basis of the sovereign equality of States. My 

country believes deeply in our Organization and in its ability to solve the 

problems of our time. In this connection, allow rre to pay a heartfelt tribute to 

the Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for his tireless efforts in the 

service of the Organization and humanity, efforts designed to find appropriate 

solutions to the complex problems of our world. My Government greatly values his 

dynamism and his efficiency, which have won the Organization many successes. 

Let us hope tt~t this special session of the General Assembly will usher in a 

new era in international economic relations so that the 1990s may be a decade of 

the economic recove!ry and revitalization of the developing countries, and so that 

all peoples may celebrate the advent of the twenty-first century in a climate of 

peace and security and may enjoy a quality of life worthy of the human species. 
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Mr. PITARKA (Albania): On behalf of the Government and the people of the 

People's Socialist Republic of Albania, I wish to extend our warmest welcome and 

conqratulations to the Government, the people and the deleqation of the Republic of 

Namibia on the happy occasion of its accession to membership of the United 

Nations. The admission of the new State of Namibia to the United Nations 

represents the culmination of the lonq and heroic struqqle of the Namibian people 

aqainst colonial oppression and discrimination. 

I should also like, on behalf of the deleqation of the People's Socialist 

Republic of Albania, to salute the initiative of the developinq countries to 

convene the General Assembly in this sPecial session, which is devoted to so 

imPOrtant an issue for the world community, namely, international economic 

co-operation and, in particular, the revitalization of economic qrowth and 

develoPnent of the developinq countries. 

Furthermore, I should like to extend hiqh praise to the Secretary-General of 

the United Nations, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for enliqhteninq us on this vital 

issue by presentinq an extensive report on the qlobal economic situation in the 

1980s, whidl also includes information and a perspective on the problems to be 

tackled in the 1990s for the promotion and strenqtheninq of international economic 

co-operation. 

The 1980s were years of further intensification of the processes related to 

the extensive and intensive spread of the international division of labour, with 

the ever-qrowinq impact of the technical-scientific revolution, communications, 

computerization and standardization which, considered in their ent;.irety, stand for 

lonq-term and profound processes on a world scale. 

This tendency brouqht to the fore the need to increase economic relations and 

co-operation alonq efficient and contemtnrary lines on bilateral and multilateral 

bases between countries and amonq various reqions of the world. Likewise, the 
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increasing interPlay of the economic processes with the political, social, 

ecological and demographic developments in every country has become ever more 

prominent. On a world scale in particular, there is an interdependence of national 

and international efforts to stabilize the world economy in its totality and to 

revitalize the economy of the developing countries. 

The 1980s were at the same time characterized by a deePening of the imbalances 

among the various regions and countries of the world, particularly between North 

and South, by a widening of the gap between the revenues of the developed countries 

and those of the developing countries, and by a further increase in the heavy 

burden of the foreign debt of the developing countries, which exceeded 

$1,300 bill ion. That decade also saw a deterioration in the standard of 1 iving, 

which at present finds expression in the fact that 145 million children under the 

age of five suffer from malnutrition and 800 mill ion people 1 ive in conditions of 

abject poverty. Differences have deepened even among the industrialized 

countries. 

The foreign-debt problem, which in recent years has become extremely serious, 

still remains unsolved. In general, debt servicing accounts for an averaqe of 

27.5 per cent of the exPOrts for the year 1989, whereas it took up to 40 per cent 

of the exports of r .. atin America and the Caribbean countries. This is evidence of 

the fact that a good part of the capital created in the developing countries is 

destined to go back to the industrially developed countries, instead of being used 

for the grc:Mth and develoPment of the economies of the developing countries. 

Furthermore, debts continue to qenerate a multitude of difficulties for the 

development of the world economy as a whole. They indirectly keep the market of 

raw materials under Pressure and reduce the chances for the revitalization of the 

economies of the developing countries, for the reallocation of resources in those 

countries, for the fiqht aqainst inflation, and so forth. The main industrialized 
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countries have turned to macro-economic development as a means to attain their 

qoals. Financial orqans such as the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund 

no lonqer provide siqnificant financial transfers to the developinq countries. 

With this backqround, the worse consequences are suffered by the developinq 

countries, whose efforts to improve their economic and financial performance have 

failed to produce the desired results. 

The adverse effects of the decline in investments have been reflected in the 

decrease of both industrial output and farm production, notably as regards 

cereals. Stocks have been reduced to the level of the year 1970. 

The increase of the volume of world trade has represented one of the most 

positive trends in recent years, as indicated mainly by the fact that trade has 

expanded more than has the total volume of production. However, this positive 

trend of international trade has also experienced its ups and downs. Trade 

exchange is still far from "liberalization" and beinq freed from protectionism and 

the numerous tar iff and non-tar iff constraints. 

Meanwhile, the foreign trade of the developing countries continues to be very 

dependent on a series of neqative factors, which are more of a lonq-term than of a 

conjunctural nature. It is conditioned bv the long-term tendencies that dominate 

the market of natural resources. Those tendencies caused the Prices of natural 

resources, whidl are variable with respect to the consuminq needs of the 

industrialized countries, to be constantly at the mercy of the consumers, and the 

main consequence of a decline in demand manifests itself in the continuous 

weakening of trade conditions experienced by the developing countries, which in 

turn only accentuates the debt crisis. 

It is equally paradoxical, and a source of bitterness, that the very billions 

made by exploiting the natural resources of the developing countries should qo to 
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the financing of the manufacture of armaments, and the arms sale then closes the 

cycle, in this way absorbing the financial means of the countries that need 

development the most. 

There is at present increasing talk about restructuring the world economy, 

which is being carried out, in certain ways, only partially. Restructuring must 

bring about a better distribution of resources, capital and investment and, above 

all, the transfer of technology, know-how and information. 

The danger exists for the creation of a situation which would obstruct and 

make difficult, even impossible, co-operation between the developing countries and 

the industrialized countries. This would cause a break in the links of the chain 

of the world economy, accomPanied by an inability of the developing countries to 

adapt, because of the imJX>ssibility to transfer technologies and know-how, the 

serious problems of environmental pollution, unemployment and the migration of 

popUlations. Hence, their grave economic situation would be prolonged, along with 

the worsening of other related problems. 

The balance with mich we are entering the new ~cade renders even nore 

pressing the need for international co-operation. It has rightly been pointed out 

that development depends on national and international efforts and on the 

collective responsibility to see to it that three-quarters of the world is also 

given a chance for develoPment. 
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The' relaxation of political tension is an important factor in overcominq the 

problems the passaqe of time has created for this last decade of the twentieth 

century. However, the relaxation of tension should not characterize relations 

between the two super-Powers or those among the most developed countries alone. 

This detente should not leave out the majority and should at the sane time be a 

global economic detente. 

Peace, security and international development are in essence indivisible. 

There cannot be genuine peace and security in a certain part or req ion of the 

world, not even in the industrialized North, when in the other countries and 

reqions there is a persistence of tension and armed conflict, when the South -

which includes entire regions and countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America -

suffers the consequences of underdevelopment and is forced to cope with extreme 

poverty, hunger, epidemics and so on. 

True detente requires the democratization and fair adjustment of international 

economic relations and of the means and mechanisms governinq them. This is a 

legitimate and pressing demand, especially of the developinq countries, for 

economic revitalization and qrowth. The contrary would damaqe the interests of us 

all; the qrowth and normal development of the world economy in its entirety would 

also be damaged. In this understandinq we share the leqi tima te concern of the 

Secretary-General, expressed in his report: 

"The world economy at the end of the 1980s presents a picture of sharp 

contrasts -of proqress and decline, threats and opportunities, hopes and 

frustrations. The numerous elements of strenqth in the world economy should 

make it easier to deal with the elements of weakness, in particular to break 

the vicious circle of staqnation in which many developinq countries have been 

cauqht. The relaxation in world political tensions should also facilitate 

international economic co-operation and make it possible to tackle the qlobal 

'" 
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enviroomental problems whidl loom larqe over the future of the entire world." 

(A/AC.233/5, p. 20) 

Althouqh the economy of the People's Socialist RepUblic of Albania is 

develoPinq in en international environment that has not alwavs been favourable, it 

has continued to nake proqress also in 1989. Compared to 1988, there was an 

increase i.n social production, national and real per capita income and in 

industrial and aqricultural production. The development of the economy has created 

a more stabilized market and further improved supply to meet demand. Its positive 

effects have been felt also in the social aspect, where employment oppOrtunities 

have increased, housinq conditions improved, and so on. 

Much still remains to be done as reqards the further development of the 

country. We are searchinq for and aPPlvinq new ways and criteria of Planninq and 

developnent that harmonize centralism with initiative and autonomy from below. We 

are searchinq for better ways of economic manaqement, Payment and incentiveness in 

order to mobilize the country's naterial and human capacities and harmonize the 

objective and subjective factors conducive to a more complete express ion of 

freedoms and r iqhts and the enhancement of democracy in qeneral. 

In order to cope with the probleJTS that tine qives rise to and development 

creates, it is necessary to summon up both the inner objective and subjective 

elements and to de,relop fruitful international co-operation as well. In this 

capacity, Albania has been and remains interested in the further promotion of 

international relations and co-operation. It has concluded and carried out 

aqreements on economic, trade, industrial and technical-scientific co-operation 

wiL th a number of countries in the Balkans and Europe. 

Furthermore, Albania is deeply enqaqed in the process of Balkan co-oPeration 

which, in the circumstances of actual and future developments, constitutes an 

imJX>rtant and valuable factor not only on the reqional level but also beyond. 
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Albania wishes to see confronta tioo in Europe replaced by overall 

co-operation. This is in the interest of all. It must be a free and democratic 

co-operation that excludes pressures and conditions which prejudqe the economic and 

political developnent of various countries, resultinq in turn in a new 

confrontation under different circumstances. 

In conclusion, the Albanian deleqation wishes to reiterate that it attaches 

qreat importance to the proceedinqs of this sessioo in the belief that an open 

discussion of the problerrs and a direct aPProach to the realities aimed at 

redressinq and improvinq them would serve the purpose of this session and justify 

the hopes of the international community. 

Mr. JOSEPH (Antigua and Barbuda): Allow me on behalf of my deleqation to 

offer our conqratulations to Mr. Garba on his unanimous election to preside over 

the General Assenbly at its eiqhteenth special session. I am confident that he 

will continue to quide our deliberations with the same diliqence and skill he 

manifested dur inq the forty-fourth session of the General Assenbly. 

Allcw me also to state how haPPV the Government and the people of Antiqua and 

Barbuda are at seeinq the Republic of Namibia takinq its riqhtful place in the 

United Nations. We commend the Government and the people of Namibia on their 

efforts in the cause of ju.stice and freedom, and we are most confident that Namibia 

will contribute much to the continued development of our en tire qlobal society. 

Namibia's Presence here today is a persuasive testimonial of what is possible 

when the international communi tv collectively and relentlesslY pursues the ideals 

of freedom and democracy. Moreover, the democratization and independence of 

Namibia should serve as a further reminder of the challenqe ahead for all countries 

individually and collectively to persist in the noble fight for freedom, individual 

liberty and democracy fcc all. We take note of the situation in South Africa 

where, regrettably, the system of apartheid is still firmly entrenched. 
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When the Group of 77 proposed the holdinq of a special session almost two 

years aqo, ominous siqns were already PDintinq to a deterioration of the economies 

of the developinq countries. The debt crisis had accelerated the transfer of 

massive quanti ties of financial resources to the developed world from many 

developinq countries of the southern hemisphere; trade imbalances hiqhly favoured 

the developed countries, and deepeninq social crises further exacerbated tensions 

in many nations in the developinq world. The proqnosis for the final decade of the 

twentieth century ~~as qloomy. This special session devoted to international 

economic co-operation, in particular to the revitalization of economic qrowth and 

development of the developinq countries, could not have come at a more propitious 

moment. If the trend of the 1980s is to be reversed, the world community must 

pUrsue a well-thouqht-out and aqreed-upon aqenda that takes into account the 

concerns of all. 'rhis special session allows the concerns of every nation to be 

addressed and, one hopes, will lead to lonq-lastinq solutions to our economic woes. 
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The Caribbean nation of Antigua and Barbuda, eiqht years an independent 

country, has pursued development objectives that have led to an upward-sloping 

economic curve for the past eight years. Our economic machinery, fuelled almost 

exclusively by a single product, tour ism, has been duly assisted by a stable 

trade-union environment, by sensible borrowing for development and by several 

favourable trade and aid programmes. 

In regard to the latter, permit me to express my Government's sincerest 

appreciation to the Government and people of Canada. Several weeks aqo Canada's 

Prime Minister announced a debt-forgiveness programme of 160 million Canadian 

dollars which will benefit 13 nations of the CARICOM region. The trade agreements 

between Canada, the United States of America and the European Community, from which 

economic benefits were anticipated, have so far yielded disapPOinting results. 

Problems of inadequate economies of scale, limited productive capacity imoosed by 

our small size, and declining prices for our commodities and manufactured goods are 
,/ 

factors which have served to diminish the benefits that are so crucial to our 

economic development. As we struggle with these difficulties we must at the same 

time imJX>rt massive quantities of goods from the developed countries at prices 

which necessitate the large transfer of financial resources from our ailing 

economies to the economies of the developed world. 

As we contemplate the future of our economic development, we welcome the 

unfolding political events in Eastern Europe and aPPlaud the democratization of 

many of its States. We anticipate that these developments will contribute much to 

the economic and oolitical evolution takinq Place in the world today, not the least 

of which is the easinq of tensions amonq the super-Powers. In this connection we 

await with eager and cautious optimism the transfer of funds originally earmarked 

for armaments build-up to be allocated for improvement of the human condition 

globally. Perhaps the efforts to eliminate JX)vertv, illiteracy and destitution 
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will now be further intensified. We also hope that a special programme will be 

launched to arrest the rapid deterioration of our environment, and here again we 

wish to reiterate that this special session can contribute nuch to the restoration 

of, and respect for, the integrity of our global environment. 

If island developinq countries are to sustain their development drive, a new 

Perspective must prevail. Aid must be further institutionalized; official 

development assistance must be enlarged through tax write-off incentives to 

individuals and corp:>rations; every effort must be made to secure low-cost 

financing of public-works projects and traininq for our youth; recovery assistance 

for natural disasters nust be assured; and access to the markets of the developed 

world must be guaranteed for exports at reasonable prices. 

Antigua and Barbuda, as a small island developing country, is subject to a 

variety of problems which require special attention. Our vulnerability to natural 

disasters, hurricanes and earthquakes in Particular, as well as oil sPills and 

other environmental pollution hazards, necessitates elaborate disaster-preparedness 

measures and mechanisms in order for us to be able to minimize the devastation and 

long-term impact on economic activi tv that these disasters bring about. 

Geographically, our extensive coastlines are a constant invitation to 

smuggling, illicit trafficking in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, and 

we also experience severe exploitation of Extended Economic Zones by foreign 

fishermen. 

Our fragile terrestrial and marine ecosystems are beinq irreparably damaged by 

environmental threats such as global climate chanqes and activities emanating from 

outside the jurisdiction of small island develoPing countries. This procress of 

ecosystem degradation is exacerbated by the absence of human and financial 

resources to implement the appropriate conservation policies. 
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Small island developinq countries sudl as Antigua and Barbuda have to provide 

the same range of public services as Cb larger entities. This results in high 

administrative costs even measured in per capita income or in terms of available 

financial resources. 

The uncertainty of future sources of foreign capital for island developing 

countries, coupled with an inadequate financial capability to meet development 

requirements, highlights the need for more effective and productive management of 

limited resources. In this connection human-resource development has assumed a new 

urgency. Consequently my Government has embarked on a national strategy of 

education and training aimed at placinq its people firmly at the centre of 

development. The goal here is to make human development instrumental in 

accelerating economic growth. My Government is of the belief that expenditures on 

improving capabilities have the patential to yield a return to society as high as 

the return on physical investment, and neglect of human-resource development not 

only retards the expansion of human capabilities in the broadest sense but also 

undermines its long-term potential rate of economic growth. 

Thus in revitalizing the economic qrcwth and development of island developing 

countries there is an urqent need for education and training programmes directed 

towards enhancinq the ability of individuals to participate constructively in 

organizations sudl as enterprises, trade unions and qovernment agencies. The 

future of island developing countries such as Antigua and Barbuda depends on the 

education of our youth. In addition to universal primary education we need to 

introduce proqrammes that emphasize the professional, technical and manaqerial 

skills essential for effective comPetition in the global marketplace. 

Against this backdrop, we call on the international community to increase its 

assistance in this area, since the basic needs far exceed the domestic resources 

likely to be available. Diversification of an agricultural or a tourism-based 



RH/22 A/S-18/PV. 6 
104-105 

(Mr. Joseph, Antiqua and Barbuda) 

economy requires investment in nodem industries. Investment in nodern industry 

requires skilled labour, aqricultural mechanization requires people who can, for 

example, operate and repair irriqation equipmentf and nodern services - bankinq, 

pUblic administration - require a literate and numerate work force. Thus our call 

fcc assistance on human capital formation can, in principle, yield returns in the 

form of an increase in the productivity of investment in physical assets and 

ultimately improve our competitive edqe. 

For its part, the Government of Antiqua and Barbuda has recoqized that new 

measures have to be taken to increase qovemment revenues in order to meet the 

constantly risinq level of expenditure. As such the Government is undertakinq 

structural adjustments. At present we are seekinq to introduce new revenue 

measures that are compatible with the country's nacre-economic objectives and 

consistent with the principle of equitable burden-sharinq and social justice. 

Steps are also beinq taken to improve the system of financial nanaqement and 

control. This is done in order to ensure that both effective and efficient 

manaqement is exoerienced at the Central Government level. 



JP/ASW A/S-18/PV. 6 
106 

(Mr. Joseph, Antiqua and Barbuda) 

It is our task to devise solutions to the current economic morass into which 

the developinq countries have been nanoeuvered. While profferinq solutions, we 

must bear in mind the difficulties that the developinq countries will face in the 

1990s. All &velopinq countries, therefore, will require substantial increases in 

aid flows, effective trade aqreemen ts and assistance in developinq their human 

resource capabilities. We urqe that further proqress towards international 

economic policv co-ordination be consolidated and broadened to take into account 

the concerns of all countries, and that this co-ordination take place within a 

framework of economic stability, qlobal economic qrowth and human resource 

developnent. This, we believe, will allCM the develoPinq countries to achieve the 

hiqhest possible rate of social, political and environmentally sustainable qrowth 

and maximize their revitalization of economic and social qrCMth. 

Mr. WILENSKI (Australia): On behalf of the people and the Government of 

Australia, I join other speakers in conqratulatinq the Government of Namibia as we 

welcome Namibia into membership of the Orqanization. 

We are CJathered in New York this week to work towards two revitalizations -

the revitalization of the economic qrowth and development of developinq countries 

and, secondarily, the revitalization of the international economic debate at the 

United Nations, so that it will have an impact on the policies needed for that 

first priority. The cause could not be more urqent. In the words of the 

Secretary-General, 

"The increase in the number of people livinq in absolute or extreme 

poverty in the 1980s stands as an indictment of policy-makers everywhere". 

(A/AC.233/5, p. 26) 

We deal at this session with the issue of the first and qreatest importance to the 

rna j ori ty of people for whom the United Nat ions is intended to work. 
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The world economy is marked by sharp contrasts. The qap between ridl and poor 

countries has always been our preoccuoation here - and riqhtly so, for averaqe 

incomes in the West are now 50 times those in the low-inca~ countries. But now 

another divide amonq develooinq countries has emerqed, between reqions that move 

ahead and regions that are fallinq behind. Most people in the develoPinq world 

1 ive in countries that have made some, or siqnificant, economic and social proqress 

in the past 10 years. All but a few even of these, however, still have deep 

problems of ooverty, distribution, debt, trade access and the environment, and 

indeed these countries number amonq their populations most of the world's ooor. 

They are, however, at least able to offer their oooulations small annual 

imPrO\Tements in their 1 ivinq standards and, perhaps, that most valuable comnndi tv, 

hope for the future. 

A great many other people live in develooinq countries whose economies are 

staqnatinq or reelinq from successive economic crises. Their situations have 

worsened dur inq the 1980s as commodity prices have fallen, debt obliqations have 

risen, trade opportunities have evaporated, investment flows have diminished. 

Domestically, POIPUlation Pressure on scarce resources has nounted, and some key 

domestic institutions have collapsed under the pressure of political and social 

instability. Most of the ooorest countries are in this qroup of countries with 

staqnatinq economies, and there is little that can crediblv relieve the desoair of 

their oooulations. For these countries, economic revitalization is a necessity, 

and it is our cl4~ar duty to help them to build a different future for themselves. 

Listeninq to economic debates in this forum over the years one has found it 

easy to become depressed. However, there are now siqns that the world is chanqinq 

faster than we could imaqine - and for the better. Political chanqes, based 

larqely on economic frustration, are leadinq to the establishment of more 
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Participatory forms of Government, and people are respondinq by willinqly makinq 

sacrifices to meet their lonqer-term oolitical and economic aspirations. At the 

United Nations we have perhaps laqqed a 1i ttle behind our technical colleaques, but 

opinion is converqinq in support of those ool icies, incentives and institutional 

structures which, by mobilizinq the potential, initiative and creativi tv of the 

citizens of developed and developinq countries, actively work to promote 

development. There is broad aqreement that allevia tinq poverty must be q iven a new 

priority on national and international aqendas. We must work towards achievinq 

social justice for the poorest of our world and economic growth which respects 

environmental constraints. 

The importance of social and institutional factors in development is now also 

becoming more widely recoqnized. It has lonq been recoqnized that its people are a 

country's nost imoortant economic asset, but in the past it was less readily 

accepted that the full utilization of human resources also required that human 

riqhts be quaranteed to each individual. Similarly, economic policies, however 

sound, can be ineffective if the human institutions that must imPlement them are 

ineffective. Development requires motivated Participation by both women and men, 

effective administration, education, leqal systems, financial institutions and 

voluntary community-based groups as much as it requires resources; development in 

social infrastructure needs to occur in conjunction with the development of 

economic infrastructure. We are now closer to agreement on the importance of 

social and participatory elements in development. 

Some fear that the breathtaking developments in Eastern Europe are not an 

unalloyed blessinq and that development assistance, capital flows, debt-service 

costs and trade opportunities for developinq countries may be neqatively affected. 

Developed countries must do all in their power to ensure that poorer countries do 
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not bear the costs of any negative and transi tiona! side effects of what is clearly 

overall a very positive process. As the more secure international strategic 

environment prompts developed countries to devote less of their resources to 

defence expenditure, developing countries can legitimately expect to participate, 

directly and indirectlY, in the allocation of the peac.e dividend. The very 

significant costs to many developing countries of regional conflicts, many of which 

were exacerbated by the cold war, should also diminish as qlobal tensions are 

dissioated. The time is riPe for many develoPing countries also to realize the 

benefits of their own peace dividends bv reducing their own mili tarv exPenditure. 

In the longer term, developing countries can expect to benefit from the economic 

integration of East and West, but the longer term may be too long to wait. 

In the past the main barrier to productive discussions on development in the 

United Nations has been the tendency of delegations to take an all-or-nothing 

approach - to insist that either domestic POlicies or international conditions are 

entirely to blama for development failures. Generally speakinq, those countries 

that have benefit:ed from a benign international economic environment in recent 

years, due to lower enerqy and comi'IOdi ty prices and lower trade barriers to their 

major exports, have tended to attribute their success to the sound economic and 

social policies they have implemented, while those in perpetual political and 

economic chaos which lack the will and structures to undertake difficult domestic 

reforms have tended to blame the international economic environment. Australia's 

<"Mn experiences in attempting to promote the development of our commodi tv-based 

economy in an era of lCM comnodi tv Prices and hiqh interest rates suggests to us 

that international events and domestic POlicies are both important. The logical 

conclusion of this discussion is that no one country is without resPOnsibility for 

the revival of the world economy and for the revitalization of the development 

process. 



JP/'MM A/S-18/PV.6 
110 

(Mr. Wilenski, Australia) 

Overcominq the debt problems of develoPinq countries is obviously one of the 

most urqent tasks. The persistence throuqh the 1980s of these problems, created by 

the decisions of both those who borrowed and those who lent the funds, has 

inflicted heavy damaqe and traqic human costs on a larqe number of developinq 

countries. These debt problems are primarily responsible for the current net 

transfer of resources from developinq countries to developed ones. There is a need 

to reverse this flew throuqh means that increase the availability of external 

finance, support structural adjustment and reduce interest rates and the debt 

burden, recognizinq that the rational use of resources is no less important than 

their volume. 
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Australia sees the soluticn to the problems of the larqe developinq-countrv 

debtors larqely in terms of the adoption of internationally arrd domestically 

supported structural adjustment measures, includinq forms of debt and debt-service 

reduction that are implemented broadly and rapidly in such a way as to enhance 

creditworthiness, proJTOte flows of new money and support reform Proqrammes. We 

need a qreater and more finely-tuned effort. Some debtors are well placed to take 

advan taqe of any liberalization of international trade and many have taken measures 

to liberalize their 01117n tradinq reqime to impr011e their international 

competitiveness. 

Developed countries 01117e an obliqation to these countries to maintain the 

viqour of qlobal economic qrowth, encouraqe investment in the developinq countries, 

and strenqthen the multilateral tradinq system, assistinq debtor countries to qra, 

out of their indebtedness. The countries concerned need to broaden the base of 

their economic adjustment, further openinq their economies to external investment 

and trade and to reduce their reliance on loans to ease their debt service Payment 

problems. Measures to increase domestic resource mobilization and increased 

savinqs are particularly desirable. 

The pOorest debtor countries, the majority of which are in sub-Saharan Africa, 

continue to face debt problems that are small by qlobal standards but immense in 

relation to their 01117n economies and thus require sPecial treatment. These 

countries need to reform their economic, social and institutional structures and to 

make substantial investments in new infrastructure if their development is to 

resume. These necessary and thorouqh structural chanqes will require the 

continuinq support of the whole international community includinq throuqh the 

provision of debt relief with imPlicit qrant elements under "Toronto terms". 

Reforms in these countries will take time to implement and it may be some time 

before domestic and foreiqn Private investment resources beqin to flow. These 
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countries may be able to capitalize more quickly on improved trade opportunities, 

particularly in primary commodities. 

Australia is Particularly concerned that many countries, particularly in the 

Asian-Paci fie area are increasinqly burdened by their debts thouqh they continue to 

service them. These countries bear the burdens of poverty, for they contain nost 

of the world's poor people, and most have adopted economic policies which have 

facilitated continuinq and successful structural adjustment, but their debt and 

debt-service obliqa tions are substantial and each increase in interest rates, each 

reduction in qlobal tradinq opportunities, pUnishes these countries, and their 

poor, severely. These countries have the capacity productively to absorb increased 

capital flows and no one should draw the false conclusion that because they are 

servicinq their debts they are also able to fund satisfactory levels of na tiona! 

developnent. 

In reqard to official <Evelopment assistance, Australia continues to accept a 

commitment to work towards achievinq the aid tarqet of o. 7 Per cent of qross 

national product and sees value in the maintenance of such tarqet as a spur to our 

efforts and those of others. 

In the short time available, however, I should like to turn to trade, which is 

of critical importance to qlobal economic co-operation and to the revitalization of 

the development process. It dwarfs aid and other financial flows as a source of 

foreign exchanqe for developinq countries. The World Bank has estimated that 

protectionism reduces <EveloPinq countries • income by an amount twice that of 

development assistance each year. Clearly, one of the most imPortant contributions 

that developed countries can nake to their own development and that of the 

developinq countries is to oPen uP international markets for developinq-country 

Products and to allow them to comPete fairlY and freely in the qlobal market 

Place. Australia fully accepts its responsibility to contribute to the reform of 
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the internat'ional tradinq system and to dismantle protectionist barriers and it 

urqes others to c'b the same. 

The broad neqotiatinq mandate of the Uruquay Round of multilateral trade 

neQotiations makes proqress in trade neqotiations possible in all areas, makinq 

comprehensive reform passible in nany areas of trade of particular interest to 

developinq countries, such as aqricul ture, natural resource based products, 

tropical products and textiles. As neqotiations draw to a close, the will to roll 

back the Protectionist measures of recent years and further 1 iberalize qlobal trade 

has still not emerqed. This special session needs to appeal to all countries to 

contribute urqently to a successful conclusion to the Uruquay Round of multilateral 

trade neqotiations which holds out the Prospect of siqnificant market 

1 iberalization from whidl all will benefit. The special opportuni tv provided by 

the Round may not come aqain soon. 

The shared resPQnsibil ity of reducinq the environmental damaqe we have all 

caused falls more heavily oo developinq countries because they lack resources to 

take the necessary measures. As the major sources of pallution and the depletion 

of natural resources, the developed countries therefore have a special duty both 

urqently to take those measures which ate necessary to protect the environment and 

throuqh resources flows and technoloqy transfers to create the conditions that will 

help the developinq countries to implement similar palicies. Australia recoqnizes 

that rapid develoPment in the develoPinq countries will assist the protection of 

the qlobal environment because paver tv is an impartant cause of de forestation and 

desertification. Rapid papulation qrowth adds to the strain and needs to be 

countered by development and aPPropriate papUlation policies. SharPlY increased 

fundinq for papulation proqrammes is urqentl y required, and this must include 

imProved health and education proqrammes, particularly for women. 
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The barriers separatinq the poor from development sometimes seem 

insurmountable but in recent months we have been reminded that, if it is the 

people •s will, the stronqest of walls can fall. Our declaration needs to mobilize 

political will in developed and developinq countries so that we can all beqin 

chippinq away at the wall that separates the poor from development. 'lb mobilize 

support for development, this meetinq must lay new foundations for international 

co-operation and th<e imProvement of national policies, creatinq a new aqenda for a 

new more productive dialoque on development in the United Nations in the 1990s. 

The economic and social areas of the United Nations system need to be reformed so 

that they have a real impact on the implementation of development qoals. The need 

for co-operation and the new opportunities for it have never been more apparent. 

For the poor, action cannot come too soon. 

Mr. MWANANSHIKU (Zambia): Allow me to extend to Mr. Garba of Niqeria my 

sincere conqratulations on his unanimous election to the presidency at this special 

session of the General Assembly. Recallinq the successes that characterized the 

deliberations of the forty-fourth session and the seventeenth special session of 

the General Assembly, which were also held under his presidency, I have no d:>ubt in 

my mind that he will once aqain ably discharqe his duties. 

Let me at the outset welcome on behalf of my country, Zambia, Namibia's 

admission to the United Nations as its 160th Member. It is the culmination of a 

lonq and arduous struqqle by the people of Namibia, under the leadership of the 

South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO). It also siqnifies the success of 

multilateralism and enhances the credibility of the United Nations as an instrument 

for resolving international conflicts. 

The decade that has passed was for most developinq countries "a decade lost 

for development". It was a period when the economic problems facinq most 
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developinq countries deepened and assumed qrave and danqerous dimensions resul tinq 

in the further marqinalization of developinq countries in the world economy, the 

intensification of poverty, especially in sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America and the 

Caribbean and certain parts of Asia, and the deterioration of economic and social 

infrastructures in many countries. 
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The fundamental causes of this situation are many and arise principally fran 

the present unsatisfactory economic relations between the developed and developinq 

countries. They include, in the first instance, the deterioration of the terms of 

trade of developinq countries resultinq from the lonq-term downward trend in 

commoditv Prices. Since most developinq countries, especially in Africa, rely 

heavily on trade in primary commodities, the result of the deterioration in terms 

of trade has been predictable and devastatinq. 

Secondly, the decline in export earninqs resultinq from the fall in commodity 

prices has led to the emerqence of the external debt problem, which, with hiqh 

interest rates, has qrown particularly worse in the last decade, effectively 

impeding growth and development in many countries. 

The third problem has to do with the overall decline in aid flows. Although, 

as a proportion of the total, official development assistance continued to grow 

during the last decade, other flows -and private investments in 

particular - declined siqnificantly. Thus, aid was unable to compensate for the 

reduced receipts from commodity exports and increased external payments because of 

debt service. The result for most developinq countries was a situation in which 

massive resources were beinq transferred from those countries to developed nations, 

thus depriving the former of much-needed capital for development. 

As we stand on the threshold of a new millennium the time has come for us to 

re-examine the state of existing international economic relations and explore ways 

and means in which we together, developed and developing countries, can create a 

new economic environment that will make possible the realization of economic growth 

in developing countries, which are at present the most disadvantaged segment of the 

world economy. 

Specifically, the challenge we face is how to transform the currently 

unsatisfactory North-South relations and create a more appropriate international 
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environment that will make it possible, first, for third-world nations to receive 

adequate remuneration from their exPOrt of primary commodities and thus beqin to 

Play a more active role in international trade and finance~ secondly, for the 

international oo1111111unity to deal with the debt crisis now oonfrontinq the third 

world, includinq the debt to the Bretton Woods institutions, in those cases where 

the capacity to reoay has been eroded by factors beyond those oountries' control; 

and, thirdly, for the developed countries and private and international financial 

institutions to mobilize additional resources under suitable terms and conditions 

to enable developinq countries to end the current negative out flow of resources. 

Dealing with these challenges is not easy. It involves, on the 'Pitt of the 

developed nations, a new commitment to the spirit of solidarity and interdependence 

in a world that is trully economically inteqrated. It involves, in addition, a 

commitment to take individual and collective measures aimed at creatinq an improved 

economic environment that will allCJ.ol international trade to take Place freely, in 

stable conditions, for the benefit of all. Lastly, it involves a disposition to 

deal with the debt Problem in a way that will permit the resumPtion of economic 

qrowth in third-world countries. 

In this latter reqard I wish to recoqnize the tositive decisions taken by such 

countries as Canada, France, Britain and the Federal Republic of GermanY in dealinq 

with the debt prc•blems of some African oountries by way of debt forqiveness. I 

appeal to other countries to follCJ.ol that example.* 

On the 'Plrt of the developinq countries, dealinq with these issues involves, 

aoonq other thinqs, restraining the rapid growth in JX>pulation and creatinq a 

* Mr. Kharrazi (Islamic Republic of Iran), Vice-President, took the Chair. 
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macro-economic environment that will enable those economies to increase and 

diversify exparts, generate domestic savings, receive new external capital such as 

foreign direct investment and resume growth. Many developing countries are already 

working to that end. 

At this sPecial session we have been placed in a situation in which we, as 

members of the international community, have but two options with regard to 

international economic co-operation. The first option - and it is the easiest - is 

to continue with present policies and practices. The harvest we will reap is 

clear. We will only succeed in holding back further development of the world 

economy and unleaSh an unprecedented destabilization of civil communities. The 

past decade has taught us that the present system of international en-operation 

has, on balance, been harmful to at least one segment of the world economy. 

The second option is for us to summon our collective political will, rise 

above vested interests and initiate a process of radical departure with the past. 

It is an option propelled by concern for realism and progress, which demands that 

we put international co-operation on a par with the profound changes going on 

around us. 

Suggestions have already been made as to how we must proceed if we want to 

raise the level of international economic relations. Taking advantage of reduced 

super-Power tensions and the consequent withering away of the strategy of balance 

of terror, we need to set in notion a rational division of labour that respects the 

fact that, in todav • s interdependent world, the economic development of each 

country now depends on a steady growth of its expOrts and of its purchases from 

foreign countries. Invariably, economic strategies in developed and developing 

countries need to be seen in the context of complementarity and not conflict, as 

has hitherto been the case. The bottom line is, of course, that we must be ready 
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to aqree on viable commitments and actions on all levels of economic activity, such 

as trade, finance, money and qlobal policy formulation. 

This is no small challenqe, carrvinq with it as it does both risks and 

opportunities. It is all too easy for us to put ourselves in a peculiar condition 

of intertia and indecision. It is all too easy for us to assume that nothinq can 

be done or need be done. But as we proceed to adopt the basic document of the 

special sessicn l'et us always remember that for about two thirds of the world 

community the yearninq for a new style of life and a new type of society has never 

been as intense as it is now. That is why the United Nations riqhtly advises us 

that develoPment is another word for peace. Let us therefore see that our joint 

efforts at this session result in a mechanism for avertinq the disaster that would 

await us in the future if Present policies and practices prevail. 
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express my delegation's satisfaction at seeinq Ambassador Joseph Garba presiding 

over this important special session of the General Assembly. We are convinced that 

his well-known diplomatic skills and his experience as President of the 

forty-fourth session of the Assembly ensure the sound conduct of our deliberations. 

All of us in the General Assembly, and everywhere else, shared in the historic 

moment when the people of Namibia, havinq achieved victory in its lonq struqqle for 

independence, took its seat as a new Member of the United Nations. Cuba, whose 

sons and dauqhters shed their blood in the struqgle aqainst those who were 

OPPressing the Namibian people, has particular cause to rejoice at this victory. 

We must nOli continue to extend our solidarity to independent Namibia so that it may 

exercise its sovereignty over all its territory, including Walvis Bay and the 

Penquin Islands. 

We have come together here to deal with the issues of development and economic 

growth, as well as out of a desire to channel the efforts of the United Nations 

towards international economic co-operation in the framework of POlitical will, 

solidarity and justice. In this undertaking, in which constructive dialogue is 

necessarily the rule of the qame, we have before us the twofold perspective of the 

Problems faced by the third-world countries in their struqqle for development: on 

the one hand, the necessary effort that each country must exert in order to make 

the best POssible use of its national pOtential, by strenqtheninq an economic 

productive structure that, throuqh the involvement of all the PeOPle, is designed 

to guarantee development, well-beinq and equity~ and, on the other hand, the 

existence of a system of international economic relations that, in its present 

structure, hampers such efforts and condemns the underdeveloped countries to a 

marginal and dependent status. 
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I should like to refer to the standpoint from which our country views this 

dilemma, in the light of the experience we have accumulated over more than 30 

years. Since the 1960s Cuba has been devoting all its efforts to transforming the 

social and economic structures we inherited: underdeveloped, obsolete and totally 

dependent structures. Those efforts have had significant results, which, 

especially in the spheres of human resources, social well-being, productive 

infrastructure, problems relating to population, and scienti fie and technological 

progress, have completely changed the way the country looked in 1959. 

Today the people of Cuba enjoy one of the highest standards of health in the 

world - maintained, among other things, by the availability of almost 40,000 

doctors, as compared to only 6,000 in 1958, and by the development of a health-care 

system that sets an example for those in the world seriously concerned about 

health. This has made possible, among many other achievements, an average life 

expectancy at birth of almost 75 years; infant mortality has been reduced to 11.1 

in the first year of life for every thousand 1 ive births. To illustrate what these 

fiqures mean, we need only make a comparison: since 1959 the lives of more than 

300,000 children have been saved in our country, while in the third world as a 

whole, according to recent estimates by the United Nations Children's Fund 

(UNICEF), more than 100 million children under five years of age will die in the 

next decade - lives that could be saved if these children could enioy levels of 

health similar to those achieved in Cuba. 

Our people have a high standard of culture and education, the product of a 

policy which, after the eradication of illiteracy 29 years ago, has yielded 

970 times more graduates of universities and technical schools than we had before1 

our rate in this respect is comparable to that in the developed countries. A 

sizeable number of these graduates are in the scientific and technological fields. 



BCT/jg A/S-18/PV. 6 
123 

(Mr. Malmierca Peol i, Cuba) 

Aqriculture and industry have been diversified. Branches which were virtuallY 

unknown 30 years aqo have been developed. We have worked to ensure an 

infrastructure that can assimilate efforts to ensure industrialization and 

development. Thus, the qeneration of power has increased six times; the tonnaqe of 

our merchant fleet, 24 times; and our water reservoir capacity, 147 times. Major 

progress has been achieved in qenetics and animal health. Cuba today is amonq the 

leadinq countries of the world in research and achievements in biotechnoloqy and 

genetic engineering. This has made possible important strides not only directly in 

health, but also in agriculture and industry. 

This effort has been conducted in a manner completely consistent with a policy 

of equitable distribution of wealth. One of the first tasks of this process was 

the eradication of poverty. This economic progress has brought direct and 

equitably distributed benefits to the people. Thus, the development effort is a 

labour of the people, in which all social sectors participate as direct 

beneficiaries. 

However, my country, like the rest of the developinq world, is faced with an 

adverse and disadvantaqeous system of international relations. The efforts that a 

qiven country may exert in one direction or another will necessarily be limited in 

a world where we see the persistence of protectionism, unequal terms of trade, and 

a lonq-term trend towards a reduction in the prices of the basic commodities that 

are the main source of income of the developinq countries; a world with an 

increasinqly acute external-debt crisis - a debt whose total amount is clearly 

unpayable and which, despite the apparent increasinq political awareness of the 

problem, continues to worsen. Thus, there is a constant transfer of resources from 

the developinq countries to the developed countries~ for Latin America this reached 

the astoundinq fiqure of $25 billion in 1989. For the time beinq, no real and 

definitive solution to this problem has been proposed. 
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It is verv difficult to make qreat proqress when the preva ilinq international 

economic order makes it passible for the world's larqest economic Power, the United 

States, to exert economic coercion upon smaller States by aPPlyinq a total economic 

embarqo, includinq food and medicine, such as the one my country is enduring -

despite the fact that such embargoes violate the rules of international coexistence 

and have been condemned in many resolutions adopted by the United Nations, the 

Movement of Non-Aliqned Countries and other international forums. 

It will be impossible to encourage national investment and achieve industrial 

development in the developing countries - no matter how firm their intentions are -

if a transfer of resources and technoloqy is not provided in real terms, without 

conditions or restrictions, a transfer not geared to the profit m:>tive J and if 

there is no sharing of the scientific proqress and breakthroughs introduced daily 

by the developed countries into their productive sphere; if the transnationals' 

maniPUlations of these breakthrouqhs - for instance, throuqh the prices of the 

comm:>di ties that they export to the developing countries, and the reverse net 

transfer of resources - are not restrained. 
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Nor can we expect major proqress if there is no co-oPeration in the 

international oommunity to give real impetus to the necessary processes of 

integratioo that are required by the developinq countries. 

Furthermore, we must add that because of the neqative effects of the 

international economic situation and as a result of the severe adjustment measures, 

there has been an increase in a phenomenon known in Latin America as the "social 

debt". This refers to the qradual decline of budqets earmarked for education, 

health, housinq, well-beinq and the physical infrastructure. The proqrammes of 

structural adjustment imposed oo the developinq countries, far from reversinq the 

decline and staqnation of the economv and lavinq the foundations for a sustained 

development, have had a neqative effect, with particularly harmful repercussions on 

the workers,.farmers and other vulnerable majoritY sectors of the J.DP.Ilation. 

Wi! fully support the thesis that everv State and every nation is responsible 

for adoptinq its own economic pol icy for development and for the achievement of the 

well-beinq of all its citizens. We also fullY endorse the statement that any 

policy for the PJrpose of development should be based on equity and the 

distribution of wealth in order to include the whole population in that effort. 

But at the same time, we are aware that if the efforts of the developinq countries 

are to be successful - and this has been lonq recoqnized by this Orqaniza tion -

profound chanqes in international economic relations will have to be made. 

This had already been universally accepted when, in 1974, the General AssemblY 

adopted the Declaration for the Establishment of the New International Economic 

Order and a Proqramme of Actioo to brinq about its imPlementation. The essence of 

the Problems envisaqed 16 years aqo has not chanqed. Some of those problems have 

qrown worse in a waY that was not foreseeable in those years of hoPe and apparent 

political willJ for example, the case of the debt crisis of the third world. Other 
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new problems have arisen since that tiiM. Had we aPPlied those measures that were 

foreseen and adopted by the Assel'lblY at that time and in subsequent years, many of 

the problems that we are presently discussinq would have been solved and others 

would not have arisen. 

M{ country recoqnizes the full validity of the principles set forth in the new 

international economic order and is convinced that meaninqful economic co-operation 

to fulfil the requirements of developnent and economic qrowth of the developinq 

countries calls for the application of those Principles as a minimum, toqe ther with 

additional IMasures such as, inter alia, the total and definitive cancellation of 

the external debt of the third world, the formulation of a universal approach to 

problems of the environment and development and the international contribution to 

the necessary processes of the economic inteqration of those countries. 

We believe that we oould talk about success at this special session if, in a 

new spirit of solidarity, a real political commitment were made in the United 

Nations to move forward with the multilateral Process that can put into practice 

the measures and concepts developed by the United Nations over the last 25 years 

for the J:Urpose of ach iev inq comPrehensive and inter related solutions to the 

problems of trade, finance, external debt, industrialization, environment and 

develonnent. 

No international body meets the conditions of the United Nations which, bv its 

universality, its democratic character and the scope of its mandate, is the most 

apPropriate forum to channel international economic co-operation with an inteqrated 

approach in terms of the develoPment and economic qrowth of all peoples. 

We harbour the hope that the international oommunity will understand the vital 

importance of the stepS that we must take. In our view, there is sufficient 

awareness of the important role that can be played by the develoPinq countries in 
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the stabilization, qrowth and expansion of the world economy and trade, as well as 

of the danqer that would be inherent in another failure of our just endeavours. 

If the developed countries do not shc:M the necessary political will to chanqe 

the existinq economic order and provide fair oppOrtunities to the third world 

nation:; to enable them, throuqh the efforts of their peoples, to achieve a pasition 

of dignity in the distribution of the potential wealth provided by the world in 

whidl we 1 ive, the future can only brinq irrePPressible social explosions and 

increasinqly deep and wide-ranqinq crises. 

Mankind's capacity to enter the new century in a spirit of peace, justice and 

development depends on our will and collective efforts. Without that necessary 

understandinq, we cannot turn into a reality the noble PrinciPles that insPired the 

founders of the United Nations. Cuba is prePared to co-operate with all Member 

States in the p.Jrsuit of those lofty qoals. 

Mr. ECONOMOU (Greece): Greece joins other States Members of this 

Orqanization in warmly welcominq Namibia's independence and its admission to the 

United Nations. The birth of this new State is the outcome of the lonq and 

couraqeous struqqle undertaken with consistency by the people of Namibia until the 

achievement of their independence. Its freedom was not offered by anyone. It has 

been won by the Namibian people itself throuqh many sacrifices over the Past 

decades. Equally, it has to be stressed that, toqether with their outstandinq 

couraqe, the Namibians have exhibited matchinq qualities of political maturitv in 

preparinq their Constitution. In doinq so they have convinced us of both the 

skilful conduct of their domestic affairs and their pasitive contribution in 

promotinq international peace, co-operation and prosperity. 

Namibia's independence constitutes a qreat victory for the United Nations as 

well, since it successfully accomplished one of the most difficult and delicate 
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tasks ever entrusted to this Organization. We commend the Secretary-General, the 

members of the United Nations Transition Assistance Group and the Secretariat for 

their dedication and untiring efforts over this period. The United Nations proved 

that it is ready for the role it has to play in the face of recent international 

developments. We are hopeful that the remaining regional conflicts will soon reach 

a just solution in accordance with the principles of the United Nations Charter. 

The Foreign Minister of Ireland has already presented the common positions of 

the member States of the European Community, with which we fully concur. Allow me 

now to make some supplementary remarks. 
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Economic problems occupy a central place in the world political agenda. They 

can be solved at the national and international levels only with a degree of 

collaboration and wider vision that should be more forthcoming in international 

affairs. Sustained growth in total and per capita incomes requires a political 

consensus to strengthen international economic co-operation and allow the United 

Nations to play an active role in this field. 

General Assembly decision 43/460 to convene a special session has given the 

international community a new challenge. Its outcome, we hope, will become the 

symbol of the great changes and hopes of our tine. It must bridge remte visions 

of the future and the constraints that are paralysing the growth potential of the 

developinq countries. This special session is takinq place while far-reaching 

developments and a global reassessment of political and economic dogmas are in 

progress. Change is both necessary and inevitable, since the present increases in 

human numbers and per capita consumption, as well as the disturbance of ecosystem; 

and the depletion of natural resources, are undermining the very foundation of 

survival. 

The 1980s mark the beginning of fundamental rethinking about policies towards 

the achievement of economic development. During that decade there was set in train 

a process of change that challenges accepted oversimplified models and ideas which 

proved inadequate to cope with all the new issues and their interdependence. More 

pragmatic approaches to economic and social issues throughout the world emerged. 

National efforts focused on aoopting prudent macro-economic policies, while it was 

understood that interdependence implies that in any given period a country's 

economic performance in the international arena is determined both by domestic 

forces and by the external environment. An "enabling international environment" is 

required if efficient production and competition is to take place. Greater 
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economic freedom has a bearing on all freedoms -economic, social and, of course, 

'POlitical. They are interdependent and consistent with the attainment of the 

highest possible standard of living for societies in which people can take control 

of their own destinies with democratic procedures and respect for human rights, 

develop their potential and reach a higher stage of development. The ongoing 

political and economic developments in Central and Eastern Europe should bring 

about a radical change that has the potential of strengthening not only their own 

economies but the world economy as well. The great needs for reform and 

reconstruction in Central and Eastern Europe call for international support, which 

should not be at the expense of efforts to assist the poorest members of the world 

community. 

The world economy is dynamic and diverse, and as we enter the 1990s, we 

recognize that the contours of economic geography are in constant movement. The 

pace of economic change differs from one 'P":lrt of the globe to the next. Strengths 

and weaknesses continue to persist. There has been an extended period of growth in 

many parts of the world economy and an exPansion of international trade. The 

developing countries, however, suffer a sharP reduction in living standards, still 

face a heavy burden of debt and have not benefited significantly from the expansion 

of the rest of the world. E'xtensive debt carrying high real rates of interest has 

been a blight on domestic and social economic management since 1982. 

The next decade and its evolutionary path appear to be filled with options, 

opportunities and risks. New ways of thinking will be required if the trends which 

shape the present continue. Growing interdependence will bring about an expanded 

qlobal market in which economic rather than military pawer will achieve larger 

shares of global output. The world economy will be increasingly based on 

information, services, high technoloQV and rapid change. Deep cuts in nuclear and 
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conventional arsenals could and should translate into qreater financial flows to 

the developinq countries and expanded production and trade of qoods. The vast 

political and economic transformation of the world will inevitably affect the 

developinq countries. If the 1990s are to be a decade of oppartunity, we must, in 

our common efforts, ensure that world economic qrowth is sustained and its benefits 

shared more broadly amonq countries. Its fruits should be distributed more 

equi tablv amonq the nembers of the qlobal society, and particular attention should 

be paid to its most disadvantaqed and vulnerable members. The common lonq-term 

objective should be that of attaininq maximum sustainable hiqh quali tv qrowth while 

adoptinq POlicies to deal effectively with the most pressinq Problems of the 

developinq countries. 

The world needs a qlobal approach to economic, social and environmental 

problems. This session of the General Assembly holds the key to a new beqinninq. 

Economic interdependence will qrow, and savinq the environment will climb hiqher on 

the world aqenda. We need to shed more liqht and sharpen our vision on the state 

of the qlobal economy, and its probable path of evolution nust brinq all nember 

countries toqether in a joint and mutually rewardinq qlobal economic effort despite 

the sharp diversities and disaqreements amonq them. The need for a new development 

paradiqm is evident for approaches that result in plus-sum qames in which all 

benefit and no one really loses. 

The next two days are crucial for the success of the special session. The 

Committee of the Whole is workinq intensely to reach a consensus outcome of the 

special session. The spirit of co-operation and the sincere determination for 

success is more manifest than ever. Mv deleqation encouraqes all qrouPs and 

deleqations to intensify their work in harmonizinq views on the subject and to 

forqe a successful declaration, which should be a startinq POint not only for new 
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thinkinq, but also as a mean; to secure qlobal consensus on innovative forms of 

development and international economic co-operation. 

Mr. AYALA LASSO {Ecuador) (interpretation from Spanish): On behalf of 

the deleqation of Ecuador, I wish to conqratulate Mr. Garba on his election to the 

presidency of the General Assembly at its eiqhteenth special session. His proven 

ability and experience will qreatly facilitate the successful conclusion of our 

work. 
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Ecuador hails the entry of Namibia into the world Orqanization, whim is the 

crO!flning achievement of a lonq and tenacious struqqle for indapendence by the 

heroic Namibian people. It should be a just cause of pride for the United Nations 

that it was so closely and oositively linked to the history of the process of 

Namibicn independence. We extend fraternal qreetings to the Namibian PeoPle, and 

we wish the Gsovernment of President Nujoma the qreatest success in its work. 

There is nudl siqni ficance in the concurr inq views of all Previous speakers as 

to the new spirit that Prevails in the international arena. We can ql impse the 

beqinninq of the twenty-first century with renewed confidence in the wisdom of the 

human species, which has at last reached the ronclusion that dialoque not 

confrontation, and solidarity not isolationism, are the wav to Proqress. 

We can see that the values of democr acv and freedom are sPreadinq everywhere, 

that political colonialism is oo the wane; that the rePIQnant apartheid reqime is 

wounded and condetmed to certain death; that aqreements on disarmament and the 

reduction of military expenditures are becominq increasinqly viable POssibilities; 

that our Orqanization has qained unprecedented stature and prestiqe, and that its 

capaci tv fer action has qrown apace with its successes. 

None the less, there still exist in the world poverty, illness, hunqer and 

ignorance. The majority of mankind is struqqlinq with economic restraints that 

brinq subhuman levels of livinq ever closer and render the comforts enjoyed by a 

minority more distant. This critical situation in the economic and social sphere 

may be the most destabilizinq factor in international and political affairs. The 

peace we are achievinq throuCih dialoque and common interest could be lost throuQh a 

lack of solidarity vis-a-vis the developinq world. 

It is well known that the neqative effects of a crisis, both internally and 

internationally, have an especially harsh impact on the weak. I will not recite 

the statistics and arQuments we have already heard in this Hall about the decline 
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of the economies of developinq countries, for which the 1980s was a lost decade. 

However, I do wish to draw attention to the paradox that while there is ever more 

oblrious interdependence amonq peoples and States, it is in.creasinqly difficult to 

ensure that the oountries with the qreatest capacity to influence the world economv 

meet their responsibilities and commitments and contribute, to the extent incumbent 

on them, to the economic reactivation and development oarticular ly of the 

developinQ countries. 

Yesterday, durinq the meetinq of the menbers of the Non-Aliqned Movement, we 

heard Mr. Bettino Craxi, the Personal Representative of the Secretary-General on 

the question of debt, make a clear and historic presentation of the serious 

situation faced by the developing countries, especially the debtor countries, as a 

result of macro-economic policies they depend upon but cannot influence. We heard 

him refer to the pathology of debt and interest rates that have brouqht about the 

disruption of the opportunities available for developnent for those who most need 

it. The fundamental warning to be derived from those words is essentially what we 

have been hearing predominantly throuqhout this session. 

It is essential that we take concrete measures and decisions to revitalize 

development for all, Particularly the developinq countries, as a true expression of 

our understandinq of the meaninq of interdependence and solidarity. These are not 

just elementary ethical imperatives but indeed the most appropriate practical basis 

for qeneral proqress. In fact our Orqanization 's universality expresses the unity 

of the human species. We cannot look en with indifference as thousands of children 

die of hunqer in the depressed areas of the world while at the same time there 

exist affluent societies where people are t:aid not to produce food, for example. 

For Practical reasons, it is in the interests of those very rich countries to 

broaden their potential external markets. The develoPinq world can become a 

dynamic buyer if it can get out of the crisis today so harshly oppressinq it. That 
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is, it can become an ideal partner in world economic organization based on freedom 

and justice. 

To achieve that goal, we must analyse the Problems of international trade that 

are intimately linked with prices of comnodities and exports of the developing 

world. We must effectively rid ourselves of protectionist policies, including 

those expressed throuqh legal means, implying the adoPtion of unjustified barriers 

to the entry of products originating in developing countries. We must boldly, once 

and for all, resolve the problem of external debt, which is truly a yoke that makes 

it mathematically imp:>ssible for the debtor countries to achieve development. 

The objective of this special session is to make a new attemPt to reach a 

general agreement on these important issues. 

There is no concealing how difficult it has been to prepare this session. At 

times it seemed divergence of views condemned this session to inevitable failure. 

But once again reason and cool-headedness have prevailed, and we are meeting to 

ensure that, with a sense of realism, all of the countries attending this special 

session will continue to work in that same spirit. 

For many years mankind has been waiting and hoPing for the nnment of 

reconciliation and peace to benefit from the opportunities that will then oPen up, 

to broaden co-operation and to facilitate general development. For that reason, 

among others, we have all hailed and encouraged the steps taken along the road of 

disarmament. We have concluded that the peace dividend could become the financial 

source that will nake it possible to begin to change existing injustices and narrow 

the socio-economic gap between countries. We are therefore concerned that we now 

hear murmurings as to whether a peace dividend reallY exists and whether, if it 

does exist, it will be used for some other, verv different, purpose. The Peace 

dividend could at least partiallY be oonverted into a fund for disarmament for 
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development, designed for co-operaticn in the solution of the problems of acute 

P<>verty that affect the developing countries. 

We noted with great satisfacticn the statement made by some developed 

countries to the effect that the expansion of their aid to Eastern Europe would not 

affect, qualitatively or quantitatively, economic co-operation for the benefit of 

1the developing countries. 

Easily identifiable practical measures should hear out the obectiveness of 

that statement. It is often said that development presupposes structural change or 

the adoption of adjustment measures by the develoPing countries. There is no cbuht 

that in many regions of the world there is a need to nodernize existing svstems, 

but let us not forqet that economic adjustments have a high social cost, and that 

pocr nations are cominq close to the limits of the credihili tv of those changes 

and, what is worse, the limits of their capacity to continue sacrificing their 

elementary aspirations and denying satisfaction of their elementary needs. 
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The economic policies of the main industrialized countries, particularly their 

fiscal, monetary and trade rolicies, have had a neqative impact on the economies of 

the developinq countries. The hardeninq of international financial markets, 

inordinately hiqh rates of interest, the sudden interruPtion of the flew of capital 

and the enormously increased cost of the foreiQn debt have contributed to creatinq 

the crisis of the developinq countries, which in the 1980s took the form of a net 

decline, worsened by macro-inflationary indices, a fall in the orices of their 

exports and a resurqence of Protectionism in the industrialized countries. 

Moreover, the international economy has frustrated most of the adjustment 

measures adopted. Therefore, we believe that there is a need for a favourable 

external environment with certain favourable conditions at the minimum on subjects 

such as those to which I have referred - finance, debt, commodi tv or ices, trade and 

the transfer of technoloqy. It is essential that the developed countries honour 

the obligation they free! y assumed more than a &cade aQO to dedicate at least 

0.7 per cent of their national product to economic co-operation to benefit the 

develoPinQ countries. That goal is not only an economic requirement that can be 

called for from the point of view of solidari tv, but a symbol of the qenuineness of 

the commitments that are entered into. 

We believe that South-South co-operation should be promoted and strenQthened. 

In this context, regional and subreQ ional aqreemen ts on in teqra tion have qreat 

imrortance. 

Today the whole world recoqnizes the seriousness of environmental problems and 

the urqent need to take step:; to reverse the deterioration. Development and acute 

poverty are inseparably 1 inked with the Problems of the environment. Accardi nQl y, 

anv real oroqress requires a comprehensive view of these issues, their causes and 
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their results. Fighting the acute poverty of the South with population policies 

applicable to the developed North would be a big mistake. The policies of the 

developed world are often inapplicable to the developinq world. 

A number of internal and external factors have acted as a brake on the 

Ecuadorian economy. The declining value of our exports, increased interest rates, 

the cost of servicing the foreign <Ebt and disequilibria in the balance of payments 

on the current account were adverse factors throuqhout the 1980s. 

The Present Government of Ecuador has applied an adjustment policy to correct 

basic macro-economic imbalances. Some measures adopted with regard to credit, 

monetary and fiscal matters were regarded as drastic. To control inflation, we 

followed an austerity proqramme in public expenditure. At the same time, measures 

were applied to support and promote production. In that way we have manaqed to 

slCM down the pace of inflation. 

As for the external sector, exchange measures taken by the Government 

succeeded in their purpose of restorinq the international monetary reserve, 

qalvanizinq its exports, rationalizinq imports and helpinq to balance the balance 

of payments. 

Ecuador is aware that the true solution to its problems lies in its 0111n 

efforts and its own capacity for action, but, as a member of an interdependent 

community, that if there is no qeneral will for co-operation - above all, by the 

principal actors in the world economy - our own efforts will not be enouqh. 

Of course, the leading actor in any development is man himself. That is why 

we must seek to ensure the physical and mental health of the human beinq. In this 

context, Protection and full use of the potential of human resources implies 

adoptinq food, health and education policies. In short, it implies satisfyinq the 
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needs and aspirations of children and adults. Ecuador has made enormous and 

fruitful efforts radically to reduce illiteracy through a national campaign 

conducted with the participation of all Ecuador ian citizens, and it took an active 

part in the World Conference on education for all, recently held in Thailand, where 

President Rodrigo Borja had the honour to speak on behalf of Latin America. 

The qoal of the current special session is to arouse and reflect the common 

awareness that development, as en indivisible value, is a subject in which all are 

interested and to which all are committed, and to state the steps that must be 

taken to bring about global agreement on the issue, as well as to use and 

strengthen the capacity for action of the United Nations in economic matters. 

Mr. "roKOUMA (Burkina Faso) (interpretation from French): On behalf of 

the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and its 16 merrber States, I 

wish to say again how pleased we are to see the President guiding the work of the 

eighteenth special session of the General Asserrbly, devoted to international 

economic co-operation, and in particular the revitalization of the economic qrowth 

and developnent of the develoPing countries. His great qualities which enabled him 

to brinq to a successful conclusion the work of the first part of the forty-fourth 

session and of the sixteenth and seventeenth special sessions guarantee the success 

of the current session. 

I should also like to express our joy at the release on 11 February of 

Nelson Mandela after 27 years of unjust incarceration in South African prisons. 

Mandela's release, the unbanninq of the African National Congress and the 

Pan-African Congress of Azania and the end of the prohibition on denncratic and .. 
trade union organizations are imPC>rtant milestones in the struggle· for the dawn of 
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a de1t0cratic, multi-racial society in South Africa. However, those measures should 

not mislead us. The state ~>f emergency remains in force, many political prisoners 

are still languishing in South African prisons and the segregationist laws continue 

to rule the lives of 25 million blacks and coloureds and 5 million whites. In 

short, the! dismantling of apartheid is far from having reallv bequn, and today we 

should still be vigilant. 

I wish also to hail the victorv of the Namibian people, which leqitimatelv 

celebrated with qreat jov its independence on 21 March. Bv electing as President 

the leader of the South-West Africa PeoPle's Organization, Sam Nujoma, the people 

of the Republic of Namibia has assured itself of the best chance of success in a 

world shaken bv an unprecedented crisis. The menber States of the ECOWAS welcome 

the admission of the Republic of Namibia into the Organization. 
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The developing countries, especially the African countries, have been at the 

forefront of events for some time. We are talking about real dangers of 

marginalization, corruption, the debt burden, gravely worsened financial 

situations, high birth rates, famine, non-respect for human rights, the lack of 

Patience of creditors and so on. 

We shall not try to hide the grave crisis that our countries are 

experiencing. Our situatioo is certainly nuch more difficult than elsewhere. It 

must be emphasized that three-quarters of the 16 merrber States of E())WAS come 

within the category of least developed countries - that is, they are the ones that 

bear the brunt of the economic, social and even political crisis that is shaking 

the world. 

Nevertheless, we are encouraged by the results of the work of the 

Intergovernmental Group oo the Least Developed Countries, whose last meetinq was 

held from 26 March to 6 Apr i1 this year. 

The second United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, to be 

held in Paris from 3 to 14 September next, should enable u:; to come up with 

solutions that might effectivelY transform the economies of the least developed 

countries and thus enable them to embark upon a process of lasting develoPment. 

The economic community of West African States, whose a.1rrent president is the 

Head of State of Burkina Faso, President Blaise Compaore, is a vast grouPing of 16 

States with 185 million inhabitants, sPread over an area of 6.2 million square 

kilometres. In cominq together we have set ourselves the objective of improving 

co-operation in all spheres of economic activity- agriculture, industry, trade, 

customs, transport, communications, immigration and social and cultural affairs -

with a view to promoting higher living standards for the peoples of our reqion and, 

in broader terms, the economic independence of the African continent in accordance 

with the concept of the Lagos Plan of Action, adopted in 1980. 
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Everyone knows the trials that have been undermininq our economies: debt, 

unequal trade, ill-adapted structural adjusbnent proqrammes and so on. There is 

already consensus about the seriousness of the situation created by the debt 

crisisr the same applies to the need to find a remedy. 

Furthermore, many developinq countries have set up structural adjustment 

proqrammes, in qeneral with the Bretton Woods institutions. Some have themselves 

undertaken drastic economic steps necessary to imPrOITe their situation. 

In spite of everythinq, we must recognize that we cannot yet speak of complete 

success. We must do everythinq possible to face the facts and ensure that there is 

a POlitical consensus that will enable us to take national and international 

measures to revitalize the qrowth and develoPment of developinq countries. 

We must all -debtors and creditors - consider the question of easinq the debt 

burden. A lastinQ solution to that crisis requires not only a reduction of the.; 

debt and of debt servicinq, but also - and above all - new fl~s of resources. 

Havinq said that, I reaffirm our complete readiness to beqin discussion on any 

proposals that miqht allow us to oome uP with a oommon approach to resolve the 

problem of foreicn debt, whidl is obstructinq the qrowth and development of 

developinq countries. 

The question of structural adjusbnents is closely linked to the debt 

question. Our Governments have acknowledqed their responsibilities and have taken 

the painful economic measures that are required. They have also acknowledqed that 

structural adjustments are essential. 

So that the efforts and sacrifices JTBde by our peoples shall not be in vain -

in other words, so that the structural adjustment proqrammes shall allow a 

resurqence of qrowth and development apart from the fact that they must be the 

subject of an aqreement between the beneficiary country and the financial 

institutions concerned, on the basis of the specific characteristics of the former -
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structural adjustment proqrammes must be compatible with the conditions required 

for QrCMth and development in the medium and lonq terms. Also, it must be admitted 

that the desire to carry out those proqrammes raPidly has been one of the causes of 

their failure. It is therefore desirable that the time frames be made lonQer and 

that the contemPlated measures be introduced qradually. 

Furthermore, we are in favour of humanizinQ structural adjustment proqrammes; 

the formulas used so far have not pr011ed viable. The effectiveness of the 

structural adjustment proqrammes is closely linked to the need for adequate 

resources for them, adequate both in volume and quality, includinq a reduction 

and/or a cx:mversion of the debt. 

The other major obstacle to the development of the developinQ countries is the 

drop in world prices for their com110di ties. To reduce its effects, machinery for 

compensatory financinq has been contemPlated and set up, but it must be admitted 

that there too the results so far have been mixed. 

The Governments of the member States of the Economic Community of West African 

States have, however, recoQnized the major role that compensatory finance 

mechanisms nust continue to Play as the immediate way of cushioninQ the shock. 

Nevertheless, their basic objective remains diversification in the processing, 

marketinq and distribution of products. 

For the results of those measures to have oonvincinQ results, it is urqently 

necessary that a fair Price be paid for our com110di ties and that protectionist 

measures taken by certain countries be eliminated. 

The joint effect of the phenomena I have described is such as considerably to 

hamper the development efforts of our countries. 

As can be seen, the economic and social situation of our countries is 

serious. However, in concludinQ my statement, I wish to emphasize that no 
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observers, even expert observers, have deemed it appropriate to emPhasize the siqns 

of hope that still exist. Nobody has found it appropriate to emPhasize the diqnitv 

and couraqe of our people, their struqqles made with enormous sacrifices in a very 

difficult situation. No one has thouqht it necessary to emphasize the 

determination of our Governments to emerqe from the current imPasse, particularly 

by establishinq open pelitical systems adapted to the needs of our time. 

While we are continually told that thinqs are movinq quickly elsewhere, it is 

insinuated that Africa is characterized by inertia. 

Our peoples and their leaders are convinced that a qeneral resumption of 

co-operation for development cannot but be of benefit for the whole international 

communi tv. But above all we are aware that the development of our countries is 

primarily dependent upon our own efforts and initiatives. We are aware that our 

peoples' material 1 ivinq conditions cannot be improved at the cost of destrovinq 

our culture, our traditions and our value system. 

We are aware - and I declare this solemnly on behalf of the member States of 

the Economic Cormnunitv of West African States - that our salvation lies, on the one 

hand, in our uni tv of action and, oo the other, in our solidari tv. 

Our future action will be pr imar il v oriented towards the inteqration of our 

economies, the comPlete participation of our peoPles in the process of development, 

a ~velopment based on the dynamic elements of our cultural her itaqe. 

In order to strenqthen their actioo the member States of the Economic 

Cormnunitv of West African States need the co-operation and assistance of other 

countries and of international institutions. All of us have acknowledqed the 

important role played by the United Nations in the political and security areas, 

which has qreatly contributed to the current political detente. We have all hailed 
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the actions of the United Nations which have rna~ possible the decolonization of 

Namibia. 

Those successes should encourage us all to pnt an end to veiled or open 

attacks <ll multilateralism and to restore to the United Natiom the central role 

that it should play in the economic sphere as well. 

Throuqh multilateralism we can brinq the necessary balance into economic 

matters. 

Justice and equity in relations between people and justice and equity in 

relations between States will ensure that the fraq ile peace that is beqinninq is 

not compromised. Therefore, we hoPe that at the end of this session we shall be 

able to translate into concrete action what the United Nations tells us: that 

development is another name for peace. 
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Government, I have the special honour and or ivileqe wholeheartedly to support and 

welcome the admission of the Republic of Namibia as the 160th Member of the United 

Nations. The deeply felt sentiments of joy and satisfaction come as no surprise to 

us on this occasion which constitutes a historical and siqnificant milestone for 

the sister nation of Namibia, southern Africa, Africa and the world. I seize this 

opportunity tD pay tribute to the Namibian people and the South West Africa 

People's Orqanization (SWAPO) for the qreat couraqe, fortitude and the sacrifices 

they have made in their lonq and arduous struqqle in pursuance of the sacred riqhts 

of self-det.ermination and independence. Similarly, I salute the entire 

international community, especially the United Nations and its Secretary-General, 

the United Nations Transition Assistance Group (UNTAG) and the Council for Namibia 

for their t.ireless contributions to the Namibian independence process. 

In the summer of 1988, the Group of 77, on behalf of the develoPinq countries, 

called for a special session of the General AssemblY on major problems arisinq from 

the imbalances and instability of the world economy and particularly the wideninq 

QaP in the economic and technoloqical spheres between the developed and the 

developinq countries and the unPrecedented deterioration of socio-economic 

conditions in the majority of the developinq countries with an increasinq number of 

the world PDPUlation subjected to extreme poverty and hunqer. 

Such a noble and timely initiative for the renewal of development dialoque 

coincided with a oositive Phase in the easinq of international political tensions, 

primarily due to the relaxation of East-West relations. Furthermore, chanqes in 

the qlobal economic structure leadinq to its nulti polarization have become more 

visible, with a qrowinq economic interdependence amonq nations, the emerqence of a 

process of economic inteqration and trade blocs in Western Europe and North America 

and the inteqration of Eastern European countries into the world economy. 
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Environ men tal problems also became a major concern for the international 

community during the late 1980s. It is against this backdrop that the special 

session-should be seen as a forum in the search for a collective and co-operative 

commitment by the whole international community to a pasitive outcome of the 

unfolding challenges, and above all, the return of growth and development to the 

top of the international agenda. 

Revitalization of the economic QrCMth and development of the developing 

countries is the issue at the heart of the special session. The present favourable 

trends in the international pal itical climate, mar ked by a progressive reduction in 

the number of conflicts, should be consolidated and expanded to all reqions of the 

world. 

Peace would brinq about stability and promote democracy and Pluralism in all 

countries and pave the way for more dynamic international economic co-operation, 

thereby stimulating economic complementarities among countries, serving mutual 

interests and advantages and prorroting lasting and long-term co-oPeration. The 

international economic environment is an indispensable factor with a tremendous 

impact on the overall performance and health of the economies of the developing 

countries. 

A favourable and most supoortive external environment is urqentlv required for 

the removal of present obstacles to the process of revitalization and growth in 

developing countries, Particularly through actions on such vital and Pressing 

questions as the provision of substantial external financial resources for 

develoPment, especially on a ooncessional basis; the adoption of a more 

comprehensive and development-oriented resoonse in the search for a solution to the 

debt crisis throuqh further debt cancellations or adequate debt and debt-service 

reductions; the reversal of protectionism, with greater access to markets, improved 
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terms of trade and increased technical and caPital assistance for the expansion, 

modernization and diversification of production and exoort bases. 

Over the last decade, international co-operation for development - despite 

limited resources and increasinqly tiqht conditions - has oontinued to play a 

critical r•ole in helpinq developinq countries face up to development challenqes and 

alleviate poverty and famine. The experience and new approaches acquired in this 

process deserve due attention. 

In this context, I find it worth while to mention a few areas and aspects in 

which a potential for proqress may exist in development co-operation and dialoque 

in the 1990s, namely: by supportinq the development of a Private and 

entrepreneurial sector, particularly with the promotion of small and nedium-sized 

agro-industries and other productive sectors) by fostering indigenous 

non-governmental and professional organizations aimed at the full mobilization of 

grass-roots movements and wider local access to the benefits of development, by 

put tinq a sharper focus on technical assistance, with the qoal of na tiona! 

capacity-building, especially in the key area of human-resources development, 

throuQh more aqqressive strateqies for traininq, education and research, 

institutional suPPOrt, manaqement skills and decentralization •. 

More efforts are needed in order to increase both the level and the 

effectiveness of foreiqn assistance and other suPPOrt measures for development. 

This implies adequate assistance for policy reform and poverty-alleviation 

programmes, toqether with support for socio-economic and sectoral areas which are 

conducive 1t.o and will benefit from lonq-term development, alonq with better 

adaptation and flexibility for more respansiveness to a oountry's specific 

situation, difficulties and needs. 

The adoption of a oountry 's speci fie approach would be of particular relevance 

to a country like Mozambique. whose economy has been severely affected over the 
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last decade by recurrent natural disasters and conditions of war which brought 

about drastic consequences for the population's social and nutritional levels. 

Future policy reforms and adjustment packages should take this fact into 

consideration and be increasingly targeted at the obstacles to accelerated and 

sustained economic growth, while supporting social sectors, particularly those 

related to women and children, as well as the adult population. 

Last but no less important is the need for vigorous assistance to regional 

organizations such as the Southern African Development Coordination Conference 

(SADCC) which has just completed 10 years of existence with considerable 

achievements. Efforts for the intensification of regional co-operation and 

economic integration among developing countries deserve the full support of all 

countries and international organizations. 

The strengthening of international economic co-oPeration and the opportunities 

arising from the renewal of the development dialogue call for breathing new life 

into multilateralism. 
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The United Nations is the universal uniqll:! forum in which the community of 

nations can address all the global issues in a oomprehensive and integrated 

manner. The United Nations system, through the active engagement of all Member 

States, should be properly enhanced and directed so as to fulfil its tasks 

effectively. It is in this spirit that I look forward to the second United Nations 

conference on least developed countries, scheduled to take place in 

September 1990. The Paris conference should serve as a forum for the adoption of a 

comprehensive and far-reaching programme containing specific commitments by the 

internationaLl communi tv in support of the development efforts of the least 

developed countries. 

In concluding this statement, I should 1 ike to express the hope that this 

special sess:ion will generate a global consensus for increased international 

solidarity and a genuine alliance for peace. development, democracy, economic 

complementarity and prosperity for all nations. 

Mr·. ·MOULTRIE (Bahamas): Revolutionary political, economic and social 

events are rapidly unfolding in every corner of the globe. After a long and 

arduous struggle against the abominable and racist system of apartheid, Namibia is 

free and just a few days aqo formally joined the community of States Members of the 

United Nations. The Bahamas adds its voice to the words of welcome and 

congratulations to the Government and people of Namibia. Concerted international 

pressure led to th~" release of Nelson Mandela after 27 years of imprisonment. In 

Eastern Europe, countries have radically altered their approach to economic and 

political ~velopment, as nanifested in the far-reaching internal changes taking 

place within many countries. 

But the revolutionary events we are witnessing are not only political but also 

economic. We are seeing the multipolarization of the qlobal economic svstem. 
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Japan has emerqed as a new economic and financial centre. Sweepinq transformations 

are takinq place within the European Community, so much so that by 1992 the 12 

countries of the Community would have unified their individual markets, with 

far-reachinq consequences for international trade and investment. The United 

States/Canada Free Trade aqreement is also a case in point. 

Technological improvements in rrass nedia have made the impact of these 

developments more powerful to the averaqe citizen. People's awareness of events 

has increased, and they are able to reflect on the differences which have divided 

us fer so long and the similarities which bind us toqether. In fact, the unusual 

speed with which people, information, money, finance and business transactions flow 

across national borders has brouqht countries and their economies closer toqe ther 

and made them more interdependent. 

With increased interdependence comes the reality that events unfoldinq in one 

country inevi tablv impact on other countries. The Bahamas is ever mindful of the 

effects of increased interdependence and a healthy qlobal economy, for these are 

the very tenets upon which our economy in tourism and bankinq are built. External 

events have always impacted both neqatively and positively on our historical and 

economic development. 

However, in the very areas which brinq us closer lies the potential for 

conflict between developed and developinq countries. The more powerful a country's 

economic weight in such a system, the more influence it can exert. The weak actors 

in such a system may find it more difficult to adjust to rapid chanqes, 

particularly if their internal structures are not sophisticated enouqh. This is 

one of the qreatest challenqes we face in the cominq decade. We must jointly aqree 

on the ways and means of addressinq the problems which can result from our 

interdependent relations and assess their imPlications for the continued qrowth and 

development of developinq countries. 
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The international community saw the wisdom of collective action in tacklinq 

the global problems which we faced when we met here to hold the seventeenth sPecial 

session. The stark realization that drug lords were abusing the interdependence of 

States to traffic in illicit druqs and launder their proceeds forced the 

in temational community to consider developing mechanisms to prevent the illeqal 

use of the international bank inq system by druq traffickers. This was particularly 

important and significant for my Government. The Bahamas has always underscored 

the need for increased co-operation between all Governments affected by the drug 

scourge and felt this to be the most effective way of s temminq the demand and 

supply of illegal drugs which threaten the very fabric of all our societies. 

The decisim to convene a United Nations Conference on Environment and 

Development in 1992 is yet another examPle of our realization of the need for 

collectively examininq global problems which qo beyond individual countries. The 

consensus which has emerqed is a significant step in ensurinq continued life for 

all, fer we agreed that environment and development are inextricably linked, that 

the effects of overdeveloQnent and underdevelopment can impact on our fragile 

ecosystem, and that developing countries require new and additional resources to 

address thei.r environmental problems, as well as 'to have access to environmentally 

sound technologies. 

The determination which the international community has shown in facing the 

environmental threat before it disintegrates to unmanageable proportions and life 

becomes unsustainable is indicative of the optimistic belief, shared by my 

delegation, that co-operation enables us to manaqe our interdependence and reduce 

tne unfavourable effects which may result from it. 

This eighteenth special session of the General Assembly devoted to 

international economic co-operation, in Particular to the revitalization of 
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economic growth and development of developing countries, enables us to address manv 

of the economic challenges which have emerged. Studies have shown that despite the 

growth of the global economy, growth has been tenuous and lopsided. While the 

industrial countries have been experiencing modest but steady growth, prosperity 

has not yet reached the majori tv of developing countries. 

The debt crisis has had far-reaching implications for creditor and debtor 

countries, as well as the international financial and monetary system. The 

prognosis suggests that if we do not find a solution to this question soon, we will 

spend this decade debating it while the economies of manv developing countries 

stagnate or decline. 

Debt continues to be a major obstacle to grC711th. During the 1980s, developing 

countries found themselves transferring massive amounts of financial resources to 

the developed countries, resources which should have otherwise been invested 

locally in much-needed services and capital infrastructure. In manv instances, 

questions about the long-term credit-worthiness and solvency of such countries 

deter lending, discourage direct foreign investment and lead to capital flight in 

the very countries which desperately need new financial resources to sustain growth 

and to implement development plans. 

The actions of developed creditor countries towards the end of the last decade 

would suggest a growing acceptance of the need to lessen the debt burden of 

developing countries. The efforts of the Group of Seven at Toronto in 1988, the 

Bradv Plan, and a number of individual initiatives by some creditor countries 

deserve mention. The initiative of the Canadian Government last March in writing 

off a debt of C$182 million owed bv sister Comnnnwealth Carbbean countries is 

laudable. This will bring a measure of relief to Caribbean Governments, which 

still have to face the 1990s dealing with their debt problems. 
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However, too often debt-relief packages come wrapped with bitter prescription 

pills of structural adjustments. Governments are forced to make cuts in 

expenditures. Areas affected include employment, food, housinq, education, health 

and welfare services, resultinq in an erosion of the development qains of previous 

decades. It is the most disadvantaqed and vulnerable qroups - trn poor, women, 

'children and the aqed- who inevitably suffer as a result of the decline in their 

standard of livinq. In an aqe of plenty, where technoloqical advancement increases 

the potential for imProvinq human life, it is morally reprehensible and an 

anachronism of history that so manv people live in poverty and underdevelopment, 

after we, the Member States, have pledqed to oo-operate in solvinq international 

economic, social and humanitarian problems. Proqrammes of economic transformation 

will not succeed without populations that are healthy, educated and trained, with 

skills to adapt to constant technoloqical improvements. 
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The personal involvement and interest of the Secretary-General and the 

appointment of his Special Representative afford an opportunity for the 

international community to consider seriously the conveninq of an international 

conference on debt involvinq all parties. 

In the present situation of declining financial flOI\fs, many have become more 

dependent on trade as the most important potential source of foreiqn-exchanqe 

earninqs. Some developing countries have been able to tap into the present 

expansion of the international economy, but for the most part, the less fortunate 

have been grapplinq with depression and disorder as they face 101\f prices and 

protectionism in the form of non-tariff barriers aqainst their products. Accordinq 

to the W::>rld Bank, the income cost to developing countries of 

industrialized-country restrictions may be almost twice what they receive in 

official development assistance. 

Exp:>rt-or ien ted grOI\fth is an important element for the qrOI\fth and development 

of all countries. It is the hope of my delegaticn that the successful conclusion 

of the Uruguay Round will result in greater liberalization of trade and lead to new 

opportunities for developing countries, enablinq those that depend so heavily on 

trade to make headway in their development. Trade still remains an important 

vehicle for reducinq the economic qap between rich and poor countries. We hope 

that the inteqration of the markets of the larqe industrialized countries will not 

result in new forms of protectionism but lead to new markets for developing 

countries. Continued South-South co-operation also Provides siqnificant ootential 

for increased trade for developing countries. 

We must all strive towards a consensus on ha-.r to share the task of meetinq the 

challenqes caused by our interdependence. In such a system, the stronqer actors 

must sha-.r sensitivity to the plight of the weak. The special session comes at a 
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most propitious time, when super-Power rapprochement is conducive to a 

comprehensive and collective examination of the hard economic issues facinq the 

internation,al communi tv. There now exists a real opportuni tv for resources 

released from the military sector to be used for development. 

There is no doubt that international co-operation is paramount for the 

continued growth of the world economy. It is the hope of my deleqation that the 

recent Positive political developments in Eastern Europe will contribute further to 

the growth •of the world economy as those ooun tries become more fully inteqrated 

into the international economv. We must ensure, however, that developinq countries 

are not marqinalized as those developments continue to unfold, for developinq 

c~untries must also contribute to an expandinq global economy. 

Mv delegation hopes that the points we have raised will find ample reflection 

in the document that will result from the special session. We believe that the 

results of 1:he special session are important for input into the upcominq series of 

major international economic events that includes the Paris Conference on the Least 

Developed Countries, the Conference on Island Developinq Countries, to be held 

under the auspices of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, and 

the preparations for the fourth International Development Strateqy. We express 

this hope because we have seen that it is only throuqh co-operation that we can 

succeed in addressing the qlobal problems that impact upon us all, particularly the 

poOl' and less fortunate. 

M~. SAN'IDS (Cape Verde) (interpretation from French): On behalf of the 

Cape Verde delegation, I am pleased to express our satisfaction at seein:~ Mr. Garba 

preside over the work of the eighteenth special session. Accustomed as we are to 

seeing him preside over the sessions of our General Assembly with mastery and 

competence, we are certain that his diplomatic skills will once again be put to the 
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service of the international community in order to guarantee the effectiveness and 

success of our current deliberations. 

Our congratulations also qo to the merrbers of the Bureau, and we should 1 ike 

to take this opportunity to extend our thanks to the Preparatory Committee, which, 

under the leadership of Ambassador Zepos of Greece, has done praiseworthy work 

which we duly appreciate. A well-deserved tribute should also l:e paid to the 

Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for his dedication to the cause of 

development and peace and for his important contribution to the holdinQ of the 

current session. 

At the beginninQ of our work, we were overioyed and honored to welcome into 

our family Namibia, the 160th State Member of our Organization. Havinq fouQht a 

long and difficult liberation struggle under the leadership of the South West 

Africa People's Organization (SWAPO), Namibia has finally taken its rightful Place 

among the ranks of free and sovereign nations. Thus the all too long chapter of 

decolonization in Africa is practically complete. Namibia •s independence under the 

auspices of the United Nations represents a victory for the Namibian people, for 

Africa and for the international community. It is certainly also a victory for the 

United Nations system, which has given a remarkable demonstration of its ability to 

live up to its responsibilities when the international community gives it the 

authorization and the means to do so. 

We should highli.ght the roles played by the Secretary-General and his Special 

Representative for Namibia, Mr. Ahtisaari, by the United Nations Transition 

Assistance Group and by all those who took part in that complex and qrandiose 

endeavour. But we should also emphasize the important role of SWAPO, which, 

showing Political maturity and diplomatic competence, contributed the necessary 

balance for the overall success of the operation. 



JB/34 A/S-18/PV. 6 
164 

(Mr. Santos, Cape Verde) 

International solidari tv, especially amonq the Non-Aliqned Movement, the 

Orqanization of African Unity and the front-line States, made a siqnificant 

contributic)O in political, diplomatic and material terms. In that context, we take 

Pleasure in referrinq in particular to the o:mtribution made by the People's 

Republic of Anqola, which, in extremely difficult conditions, was able to quarantee 

useful and extremely necessary supPOrt to SWAPO and the Namibian peoPle. 

Cape ~Terde takes pleasure in havinq made its own nodest contribution in the 

negotiation Phase leading to the December 1988 New York accords, which made 

Possible the implementation of Security Council resolution 435 (1978). On behalf 

of the Government and people of Cape Verde, we should like to wish the sister 

Republic of Namibia every success in its new struqgle to build a viable and 

prosperous country. 

The nature of the debates surroundinq the preparation for the special session 

makes our current deliberations a test of our common determination to successfully 

carry out the mandate entrusted to us by the General Assenbly. Because of what is 

at stake, that exercise should be carried out in a spirit of open-mindedness and 

true dialoque for the establishment of a framework for adequate oollective action, 

with a view to the revitalization of development and international co-operation in 

the interest of all countries. 

Throuqh the holding of the special session, the international community is 

called upon to take up the development challenqe in all its aspects, including its 

interaction with development in international relations, giving due reqard to the 

major political, economic and social changes takinq place throughout the world. 

The circumstances we are currently experiencinq are exce~ional: while, on the one 

hand there are major political changes of which we are all aware, offering new 

opPortunities to strengthen international oo-operation, on the other ·hand they give 

rise to just as many questions and Pose new challenges. 
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Furthermore, the fact is that most of the rna jor economic problems that the 

international community has tried to solve durinq the past decade have not vet been 

solved. On the contrary, they have become more acute~ hence the qeneral oPinion 

that the decade of the 1980s has been a <Ecade lost to &velopment. 
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However, the decade will not have been entirely lost if it can teach us 

lessons that will help us avoid the errors of the past and conceive our future on 

new bases. 

The internationalization of the world economy and the qrow inq interdePendence 

amon:J States constitute the predominant characteristics of our chanqinQ world, and 

it qoes without sayinq that the far-reachinq chanqes that are takinq Place in 

Eastern Europe have fostered the trend towards the establishment of major economic 

qroupinqs in Europe, Asia and Latin America. 

Nevertheless, Africa, which is clearly not only the most underprivileqed 

continent but: one whose needs are qrowinq more urqent, appears to be on the 

sidelines of that development. One question we must answer is how to include 

Africa in the major trends of the world economy, how to make Africa a orotaQonist 

in world change? 

Although problems of develoPment are oominq to be of qrowinq concern to the 

international communi tv they are not, unfortunately, alwavs examined bv the 

developed countries in their real cnntext and international actions are not always 

conceived in a harmonious and inteqrated manner that takes all asPects of 

develoPment into account. 

Indeed, the international oommunity usually reacts with a certain qenerosity 

and speed to emerqency situations and apPeals for imnediate assistance in cases of 

urqent need. On the other hand, the requirements of lonq-term development are not 

q iven consistent and sustained support. 

Whether it be external-debt problems or the drop in raw-materials prices, 

about protectionism or the problems of market access, international co-operation, 

instead of coming to qrips with the real causes of the serious structural 

imbalances in the world economy, is unfortunately limited to short-term, ad hoc and 

vaque neasures. 
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We must all share in the collective resPQnsibili ty for strenqtheninq the 

machinery of international economic co-operation to foster sustained economic 

growth. By the same token we are bound to note that it is UP to the develoPinq 

countries to shoulder their responsibility for adapting political and economic 

insti tutiors to their development requirements. 

The realization of the qoals of international economic co-operation and a 

resurgence of economic growth and development in the developinq countries 

presupposes international macro-economic co•ordination and balanced multilateral 

control, which would guarantee the full-fledqed particiPation of all countries and 

take into account the interests of each and every one of us in keepinq with the 

situation, problems, abilities and respOnsibilities of everv country. 

We earnestly hope that the sPecial session will establish an overall framework 

for reflection en development problems within which the problems of the least 

developed would be qiven soecial treatment, thus Providi nq us with a qood bas is for 

the forthcominq Paris Conference on Least Developed Countries. 

Situated as it is in the Sahel ian area where desertification is proceedi nq at 

alarming speed, Cape Verde has undertaken a reforestation campaiqn that has had a 

widely recoqnized success but that requires oonsiderable effort and sustained 

in temational support if our country is to cope with its own development problems 

and participate in the world effort to Preserve and improve the ecoloqical balance 

of our planet. In that context we welcome the conveninq of a Conference on 

Environment and Development, which is to take place in Brazil in 1992. 

Of all the least developed countries in Africa, CaPe Verde is no doubt the one 

with fewest natural resources. Nevertheless, thanks to strinqent manaqement of its 

available resources our country has had a positive economic qrowth rate and a clear 

improvement in social indicators. 
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However, our countrv 's economy remains heavily dependent on the outside world, 

since it has not vet reached a level sufficient for it to be self-supportinq. 

Thus, the situation is still fraqile, and with a view to brinqinq the country 

Qradually to a situation of overall, lonq-term self-sufficiency Cape Verde has just 

set up institutional and leqal machinery b:> foster and attract direct foreiqn 

investment, takinq advantaqe of the qeostrateqic situation, political stability and 

human resources. 

At the same time, a Process of political chanqe has been set in motion aimed 

at strenqtheninq the countrv's institutions and political stability and at 

providinq for qrea ter responsibility and participation by our citizens in 

socio-economic and political life, includinq measures to foster private initiative. 

It is certain, however, that for a relatively long transitional period Cape 

Verde will still need substantial external support. That is why as an African 

country we are ooncerned at emerqent trends to qive priority attention to other 

parts of the world to the detriment of Africa, even thouqh we do understand the 

underlyinq political motivations quidin~ such options. 

Today's world, which has become one biq villaqe, is clearlv at a turninq-point 

in its history. We hope that the special session of the General Assembly will call 

a halt to lost opportunities and be a point of departure for the bu ildinq of a more 

harmonious world in qrea ter sol idaritv and justice, that it will pave the way for 

fruitful co-operation for all and that it will initiate a true and lastinq dialoque 

that will find concrete form throughout and well beyond this new decade. 

Mr~-EL•FATTAL (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpretation from Arabic): Mv 

delegation is pleased to oonqratulate the President on his election to quide the 

eighteenth special session of the General Assembly. His election is an expression 

of our profound confidence in his political and diplomatic skills and a tribute to 

his country. 
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The admission of Namibia as a full-fledged Member of the United Nations 

stresses the historic significance of this special session. Following the triumph 

of the Namibian people over colonialism and racism, in a struggle that won the 

support of the majority of States Members of the Organization, we see Namibia today 

occupying its rightful place among the ranks of independent nations. This will 

surely give new impetus to the work of this session to our struggle until the 

odious racist regime in southern Africa is finally elimirated. 

This special session devoted to international economic co-operation, in 

particular the revitalization of the economic growth and development of developing 

countries, is being convened at a time of profound and far-reaching changes in the 

international arena that will have repercussions oo the international situation as 

a whole and, in particular, on development and economic issues. 

With the increasingly palpable signs of detente as manifested in the 

relaxation of tensions and the improvement of relations between East and West, 

there are strong indications among all peoples of the world that co-operation, 

trust and the sense of responsibility will emerge as the norms in efforts to 

revitalize development and economic growth and co-operation, thereby enhancing the 

foundations of international peace and security. We hope all these developments 

will lead to the formulation of international economic relations that will Pronote 

the developing countries' efforts in their aspiration to an equitable international 

economic order, for the benefit of all peoples, without discrimination. 

The special session is being held at a critical time. The economic crisis of 

developing countries has seen unPrecedented deterioration that has aggravated the 

suffering of the people of those countries, who have long worked to ward off the 

evils of povertv, deprivation and hunger. That crisis is, by the acknowledgement 
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of all, tM product of an international economic system set up on unfair 

foundations. It is our hope that this important special session will aqree on 

practical measures to lay tM foundations for a balanced system of economic 

co-operation with the aim of bringinq about a just and universal international 

economic order. 
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In fact, the present international economic crisis is fundamentally a 

reflection of the unbalanced structure of the world economy and of the injustice of 

ongoing economic relations, especially between North and South. In recent decades 

these negative phenomena have encouraged some developed countries to take advantage 

of their strong position and qo to further extremes in imposing their political 

will upon the developing countries. Their purpose has been to maintain that 

oppressive status in relations between the North and the South. Furthermore, they 

have worked to perpetuate their policies of economic blockade and embargo, the 

freezing of assets and economic sanctions, among other illegal Practices and 

measures against certain developing countries - in complete disregard of the 

legitimate national aspirations of those nations. 

This situation calls for us tn take serious action to put an md to these 

grievances and to work to bring about a new balanced structure of relations between 

developed and developing countries, in conformity with international covenants and 

instruments and in keeping with the interests of all members of the world 

community, without discrimination or prejudice. 

The improved international political climate resulting from detente and the 

policy of rapprochement will not of itself have an impact on economic relations. 

Detente itself will remain fragile and vulnerable so long as radical changes within 

the context of international economic relations are not made to redress imbalances 

that militate against the lem developed countries. 

In this context, it will be recalled that the developing countries, by means 

of their ongoii'XJ South-South dialogue, are currently in the Process of laying down 

the foundations for constructive co-operation based on self-reliance. One outcome 

of this co-operation will be the establishment of a single, broad and coherent 

group entrusted with the conducting of negotiations with the North to seek 
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co11ective so1utions based on the spirit of international co-operation and mutual 

interest. 

This special session of the General Assembly provides us with a significant 

opportunity to reassess the nature of the challenges posed by the development 

crisis in the light of current economic changes. This should help us in our 

efforts to conduct a frank dialogue with the developed countries as we seek to 

adopt a common position, in co-operation with the developed nations, on the urgent 

implementation of agreed solutions to the dilemmas besetting many developing 

countries, namely external debt, exchange rates, lack of financial resources, 

commodity prices, food shortages, degradation of the environment, development of 

human resources, and the technology transfer. 

Similarly, it is our conviction that attention should be focused on the need 

to agree on a United Nations development strategy for the Fourth Development 

Decade, 1991 to 2000, which is supposed to provide us with a consistent framework 

for international co-operation. 

We should warn that if the present approach to international economic affairs 

persists - an approach which induces slow growth and retrogression - the developing 

countries will not be in a position to carry out their planned economic reforms nor 

will they be able to regain the momentum necessary for the growth of their 

economies. At the same time, all developed countries must strive to reach the 

target of 0.7 per cent of gross nation-.11 product for official economic assistance, 

0. 2 per cent of which is to be allocated to the least developed countries, by the 

end of the 1990s. 

Due to its size and complexity, the external debt problem has become a 

universal crisis of grave economic and political proportions. The potential impact 

of that crisis on the process of development and growth in the developing countries 
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is likely to be far-reaching. Syria supports all efforts to alleviate the debt 

burden of the developing countries by means of dialogue between debtors and 

creditors. However, any agreement should take due account of the deteriorating 

economic conditions resulting from external d:!bt, as well as the legitimate right 

of every developing na tioo to chart its own economic policy, to allocate its 

resources to the investment and consumption sectors, and to safeguard its national 

interests and sovereignty. 

To handle the various aspects of the current economic crisis and redress the 

imbalance in international relations, it is first and foremost necessary to foster 

North-South co-operation and respect for the rules that govern it. In this reqard 

we must stress the responsibility of the developed countries towards the developing 

world that stems from the interdependence of the international economy. The 

developed nations have persisted long enough in their negative attitudes, declining 

to respond fairly and objectively to the needs of developing countries. It is not 

surprising, then, that the world economy, which is built on a system of inequality, 

injustice and exploitation, continues to be detrimental to growth and development 

in the developing world. 

On the other hand, the critical link between disarmament and development 

cannot be underestimated. Success in bringing about nuclear disarmament and 

designating zones free of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction is 

sure to reduce tensions, release resources and generate the energy needed to 

sustain eeonomic a:nd social development programmes to enhance economic and social 

stabili tv. Therefore, we appeal once again for imPlementation of the Plan of 

Action adopted by the International Conference on the Relationship between 

Disarmament and Development, held in New York in 1987. Further efforts should be 
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made to divert all kinds of economic resources released through disarmament for the 

implementation of programmes of economic and social chvelopment. 

In thiLs regard, the persistence of Israeli policies and practices in the 

occupied Palestinian territories, the Golan Heights and the other occupied Arab 

territories has led to an alarming deterioration in the living conditions of the 

Arab population therein. Israel cx:mtinues to deprive the Arabs of their basic 

economic, social and cultural rights. It persists in uProoting the Arab papulation 

by displacing and deporting Arabs and confiscating their natural resources to 

engaqe in occupation, expansionism and the establishment of settlements. In 

confirmatio'n of that systematic approach, the Israeli Prime Minister, 

Yitzhak Shamir, has proclaimed that intensive settlement is necessarv for the 

building of Greater Israel. On another occasion he stated that the qreat £1011 of 

immigrants to Israel dictates that the territories under occupation be maintained 

to meet the urgent need to house them all. 

We draw attention to the gravity of those statements made in association with 

the new influx of settlers, to bring about further ex pans ion at the expense of the 

Arab population with a view to establishing Greater Israel from the Nile to the 

Euphrates. 

It is admissible to ask how we can debate development at a time when these 

perils continue to beset the Arab people and menace their existence, identi tv and 

their integrity. The Israeli policies and practices are diametrically opPOsed to 

the purposes of this sPecial session and are in flaqrant violation of international 

law, United Nations resolutions and, particularly, the provisions of the Charter of 

economic rights and duties of States, which provides that: 

"Every State has and shall freely exercise full permanent sovereignty, 

including possession, use and disposal, over all its wealth, natural resources 

and economic activities." (Resolution 3281 (XXIX), chap. II, art. 2) 



BCT/jl 

It goes on to say that: 

A/S-18/PV.6 
175 

(Mr. El-Fattal, 9{rian 
Arab Republic) 

"It is the riqht and duty of all States, individually and collectively, 

to eliminate. colonialism, apartheid, racial discrimination, neo-colonialism 

and all forms of foreign aggression, occup:l tion and domination, and the 

economic and social consequences thereof, as a prerequisite for development." 

(ibid., chap. II, art. 16) 

The living conditions of the Syrian Arab citizens in the occupied Golan 

Heiqhts are tragic: they are being prevented from marketing their agricultural 

products; they are beinq deprived of water and p:lsture resources; their lands are 

beinq confiscated. So far, the Israeli authorities have built 41 settlements in 

the occupied Golan Heights, and more than 12,000 settlers have now taken up 

residence there. 

In conclusion, we fervently hope that this special session will succeed in 

elaborating a realistic strategy, with well-defined objectives, for the speeding up 

of international economic co-operation, development and growth in the developing 

countries, and in adoptinq specific measures to implement that strategy within the 

United Nations. The specialized agencies of the Organization nust play an 

effective role in every staqe of the preparation, identification and implementation 

o f that s tr a teqv • 
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Mr~ AL-NI'MAH (Qatar) (interpretation from Arabic): I have the Pleasure, 

as I speak for the first time before the General Assembly shortlY after assuminq my 

PC>st as mv country's Permanent Representative, to exPress to Ambassador Garba mv 

conqratulations on his electim to the presidency of this special sessim devoted 

to international economic co-operation, in particular the revitalization of 

economic qrowth and development: of the developinq countries. I am fully confident 

that his well-known efficiency will qreatly aid us in our deliberations and 

siqni fican tlv con tribute to their success. This session will undoubtedly enrich 

human knowledqe with new ideas and suqqestions that will lead, we hope, to a 

declaration that, once ac'bpted, will be of qreat quidinq value. 

I have the pleasure also to hail the independence of Namibia and its admission 

to the United Nations as an effective member of the international communitv. My 

country is proud to have oontributed to the oommon international effort to help 

Namibia and facilitate its transi tim to free and sovereiqn statehood. 

The hoistinq of the banner of freedom over that valiant country is proof that 

the forces of qood in the world have tr iumliled. They represent an achievement for 

the United Nations that will qo c'bwn in history with pride and qratitude. 

We look forward to the future with hope that the United Nations will be in a 

Position to make further achievements for peoples whose lands have been wronqfully 

and violently usurped. In the fore front of the s truqqle is the people of 

Palestine, which is daily makinq qreater sacrifices amid escalatinq repression and 

sufferinq. It is hiqh ti~ that that people attained its riqht to reqa in its land 

and to establish a1 independent State on its cwn soil. 

In conven inq this special sess im devoted to in tern at ional economic 

co-operation, in particular the revitalization of economic qrowth a1d develoPment 

of the developinq countries, the General Assembly must examine important events 
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arisin:1 from the latest political developments in relations between the 

super-PCMers, on the one hand, and with in the ooun tries of Eastern Europe, on the 

other. These questions tend to have a qreat impact oo international economic 

co-operation, especially on the efforts of the industrialized countries towards 

ass is tinq the developinq countries to develop their economies and keeP oace with 

social and economic developnent. 

We are witnessinq transformations we never dreamed of; until recently we never 

thouqht that sudl developments and chanqes could be so swift. These chanqes herald 

the onset of a new international economic system free of confrontations, one that 

will enjoy the inteqration of Eastern and Western Europe -a system founded on 

Principles different from those that had prevailed in the second half of this 

century when the world was divided into an arena for political and ideoloqical 

' conflict between East and West. The fires of that conflict were fanned by the 

fever of an armament race that squandered resources and common wealth of mankind. 

Events yet unfoldinq are sure to open up new prospects for the future. While 

we hope that the political detente and aqreemen ts between the two super-PCMers to 

reduce armaments will create a surplus that can be channelled towards meetinq the 

requirements of economic co-operation and assistinq the developinq countries, we 

Pray that the two super-Powers will not iqnore this fer vent hope. 
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In this light we must, in explorinq the future prospects and development 

caPabilities of our countries, mobilize more of our enoogenous capacities and seek 

the best approach in our development endeavours, while appealing to the 

industrialized nations to provide the support we need. We must bring home to them 

the fact that international detente should not impair the strategic economic 

interests of developing countries, for safeguarding those interests is vital to a 

world economy characterized by interdependence. 

While we wish the countries of Eastern Europe all the best in their 

co-oPeration with the West, we do not expect the Western countries to turn their 

backs on the developing world. It is our hope that East-West co-operation will 

reflect favourably and beneficially on the entire international community, 

developed and developing countries 1alike. 

The retrogression of economic develoPment in developing countries is bound to 

have adverse effects en the industrialized nations and their economic growth, since 

all countries - whether developing or developed - exist within the framework of an 

international economy that has become a sinqle interdependent unit, the interests· 

of each of its elements being in the develoPnent of the whole, whereas anv damage 

to OM part of it reflects on the economies of all. 

I believe it correct to say that we are witnessing a growing imbalance in 

international economic relations, which further complicates matters and adds to the 

inequity of relations between developed and developing countries. If the gap 

between the two worlds is not narrowed, we will ultimately be confronted with the 

spectre of a mankind forever divided like two estranged twins. From the moral and 

human viewpoint, that would be inadmissible: mankind must be kept intact to 

embrace the entire communi tv of nations, which is fullY cognizant of its viabil itv 

fcc a common future founded en interdependence and mutuali tv. 
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The Secretary-General's report to the Preparatory Committee of this special 

session abounds in recommendations that deserve our reflection and serious 

consideration. It contains a comprehensive review of the state of the global 

economy in the 1980s, which is rightly described as a &cade lost for development. 

The Secretary-General notes the regrettable reali tv that economic growth in most 

developing countries was slower in the 1980s than in the 1970s and the 1960s. Such 

a situation calls fcc a radical and imnediate renedy, and we agree with the report 

that the United Nations should utilize the strong points of the international 

economy and the current relaxation of international political tensions to reach 

agreements that will improve the management of international economic co-operation 

in the decade ahead. 

The great need to devise rational and effective policies of international 

economic co-operation for the 1990s is highlighted by the fact that the vast 

majority of the world population lives under the harsh conditions prevalent in the 

third world. Those conditions stem from the decline in the prices of comiTOdities-

including oil -produced by developing countries - and from the deteriorating terms 

of trade. Furthermore, the decline in gro9:3 domestic product and in financial 

resources, the burden of external &bt, protectionist trends, rising interest rates 

and unstable rates of exchange are among the factors that have adversely affected 

the third world and impeded its &veloPment. 

It is now ackowledqed by all that the reactivation of invesbnent in &veloping 

countries requires considerable increases in financial flows to those countries. 

We fully support the proposal made by the Secretary-General in his report: that a 

target date be set at the beginning of the 1990s for the solution of the debt 

problem of the developing countries and for seeking to establish an international 
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mechanism for reviewinq existinq debt with a view to alleviatinq the burdan of 

indebtedness, which stifles creativity and Paralyses all attempts at economic 

development. 

Recoqnizinq the problem itself is relatively easy. It may not be so easy, 

thouqh, to stem its consequences. Today we must carefully consider all these 

problems, takinq due account of the hiqhly neqative results of the develoPinq 

countries' economic underdevelopment, with its potential consequences for the 

social situation in the major part of the world. The siqnificance of economic 

development of the developinq countries cannot be qrasped without a concomitant 

comprehensive concept of interdependence and international nutualism. 
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Hew ccn international detente prosper within the framework of a world economy 

which goes from bad to worse and in which the vast majority of countries suffer 

from the problems of poverty, malnutrition, indebtedness, among other qrievances 

that they cannot tackle sinqle-handedly. 

It is high time to query whether human beings can build a new era and 

establish new international relations in the absence of the sought-after economic 

interdependence between the developed and developinq worlds and of a reasonable 

economic standard for the qreater part of mankind. That would definitelY amount to 

self-deception and an unwillingness to adopt a sound approach that lays the riqht 

foundations fcx an international securi tv system built on the concept of human 

integration in accordance with the different conditions of all countries, while 

takinq due account of the hopes and aspirations of developing societies, not just 

of the needs of developed nations. 

We are deeply concerned about the wideninq economic and technological gap 

between developing and developed countries. While most of the economies of 

developing countries suffer from stagnation and deterioration, the main focus in 

the economies of industralized nations is the need to pursue non-infla tionarv 

gr<:Mth. 

One of the heaviest burdens borne bv the countries of the third world that 

aggravates their problems is the continuing and worsening deficit in their trade 

balances with the developed countries. Amonq the various reasons for this is the 

decline in the prices of comnodi ties, which constitute the mainstay of the 

developing countries' economies and the major element in their exparts to the 

developed world. However, prices remain at a level inferior to the real value of 

commodities as a result of inflation and other economic factors, which depreciate 

the value of comnodities, year aftervear, if prices remain unchanqed or, indeed, 

actually decline. 
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tW country, toqether with the other comnoditv-dependent countries of the Arab 

Gulf, attaches special imPOrtance to stabilizinq and boostinq the Prices of 

comnodi ties exported by developinq to developed countries, within the framework of 

rationalizinq the international economy and qeneratinq positive impetus for the 

development of non-industrial nations. 

In the 1980s, our reqion sat~ an unfavourable economic environment crea teo by 

the sharp decline in oil revenues. This wcs the direct result of policies and 

measures adopted by the industrialized countries -policies and measures which qave 

rise to continuous fluctuations in oil prices and created a tendency for their 

decline. In response, all the oil-producing countries members of the Arab Gulf 

Co-operation Council were forced to aPPlY austeri tv measures, naturally at the 

exPense of their economic and social development proqrammes. This has clearly 

weakened tlheir abili tv to provide assistance to developinq countries. 

A thorough understanding of the economic situation of our area in the 1990s 

and of its contributioo to development will remain closely linked to fluctuations 

in the oil market. It is inescapable that oil revenues still account for the 

qreater part of our reqion•s income. 

In talking of some of the issues of concern to the development efforts in the 

third world no problem should acquire hiqher priori tv to countries that have not 

vet set the base necessary for industrialization and developments other than bY 

changing the patterns of productioo methods. The developed world, in its pursuit 

of novel patterns and methods of production, has made it incumbent upon the 

developing countries to follow suit and improve their own means and methods of 

manufacturing by relying heavily on consumer qoods that cause considerable damaqe 

to the environment. 
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Therefore, protection of the environment and preventinQ its pollution from 

industrialization is of paramount importance to development effort. However, this 

calls for concerted action by all seqments of the international community. This 

special session provides an appropriate opportunity for us to qive that question 

due attention. 

The developinq countries have already expressed a Qenuine desire to co-operate 

in seekinq radical solutiom to the social and economic problems faced by our 

interdependent world. We believe in the feasibility of a continued and broad 

dialoQue between the developed and developinq countries with a view to establishinQ 

international economic co-operation that takes account of the interests of all, 

their beinQ interrelated and mutual. Undoubtedly, this special session provides a 

qood opportunity for us to resume such a dialoque. With the necessarv political 

will and qood intentions on the part of the developed countries towards the 

developinq nations, we believe that the special session will, indeed, Qive Qreat 

impetus to international co-operation for development. 
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In this hurried statement I have tried to propose some new ideas to the 

Assembly, guided by the Secretary-General's report in mv examination of a few of 

the important requirements for a reactivation of economic development in the 

developing world - a reactivation which will not occur except throuqh creative 

human endeavour. Man alone, as the means and the end of everv human endeavour, is 

the source of creativity for development, and within him lies the ability to build 

a developing world founded on securi tv, peace and stabili tv. 

In the light of such universal recognition of the value of the human factor, 

for development and social advance, my Government, under the guidance of 

His Highness the Emir of Qatar and His Highness the Cr0111n Price, is sparing no 

effort in working to enhance the performance of every individual and helP him 

develop his potential. The expansion. development and reform of the education base 

is instrumental in my Government's efforts. 

What we seek at this session is to initiate the formulation of a sound concept 

of the steps necessary for the revitalization of economic development, through the 

devising of a new approach to the economic relations we aspire to. Such an 

approach will guide the bulk of developing nations in the pursuit of their 

objectives along the rugged oath to development, like voungsters at the outset of 

their life's journey, to a better tomorrow and a life of dignity. 

It gives me Pleasure at this special session to reiterate that Qatar continues 

to support the role of the United Nations in the pronotion of international 

co-operation through the development of scientific research and the en-ordination 

of efforts to help utilize man's innate capabilities and creativi tv as the common 

heritage of mankind. The Organization's role will, I hope, be instrumental in 

attaining the desired growth and development, as well as in opening up 

possibilities for a positive transfer of technology and the sharing of scientific 
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research. This should enable the developing countries to rehabilitate and 

rationalize their human resources. 

At the same time, my country will continue to lend its strong suPPOrt to the 

role of the United Nations so that it may remain the best central forum for 

international efforts to reform the world economy and make the necessary plans for 

the development of the human and physical resources of the developinQ countries. 

We call on representatives at this special session to conduct a sound, viable 

dialogue in order to identify the impediments and problems and find effective 

solutions to them, always focusing on achieving a convergence of views upon the 

measures required for economic growth. 

For our part, we should like to reaffirm the role Played by the United Nations 

as the mjor forum for dialogue and negotiations in relation to international 

economic co-operation, as well as in the formulation and implementation of the 

strateqy for the fourth United Nations development decade. 

The PRESIDENT: In accordance with the decision taken by the General 

Assembly at its 1st plenary meeting, held on 23 April 1990, I now call uoon the 

Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Democratic PeoPle's RePublic of Korea, 

Mr. Kang Sok Ju. 

Mr. KANG (Democratic People's Republic of Korea): Let me first of all 

congratulate Ambassador Garba of Nigeria on his election as President of the 

General Assembly at its eighteenth special session, devoted to international 

economic co-operation, and express my conviction that the current special session 

under his able presidency will contribute to promoting the overall develoPment of 

international economic co-operation and, in particular, revitalizinQ economic 

growth in the developing countries. 
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Let me also express our view that it is a reallY significant event that 

Namibia has attained national independence through its protracted and arduous 

struggle and membership in the United Nations with the unanimous support of all 

Member States. 

At present the international political situation is witnessing a series of 

positive changes from tension to detente and from confrontation to dialogue. 

However, no positive changes are seen in international economic relations. 

Today, the economic status of the developing countries is deteriorating, while 

the qap bvetween the rich and the poor, between the North and the South, is ever 

widening. The economic difficulties suffered by the developing countries in the 

building of a new society are being constantly aggravated because of the unfair 

international economic system. 

Over the last decade the developed countries exacerbated the debt burden 

hanging over the developing countries by raising their interest rates. The debt 

crisis occurring in the early 1980s seriously hindered the economic development of 

t:he developing countries, driving the poor developing countries into a tighter 

corner of poverty. 

The int:ensified protectionism of the developed countries and the steadily 

deteriorating terms of trade in the developing countries inflicted a tremendous 

loss on the latter's export earnings. 

The financial flow to the developing countries is on the decrease, and in 

r·eali ty there is now a net outflow, so that the developing countries are hit by a 

serious shortage of funds. 

As can be seen from the for ego ing, over the last decade the economies of the 

majority of the developing countries have been weakened and have stagnated. The 

~ 
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protracted world economic crisis and the serious economic situation of the 

developing countries have brouqh t qrea te r instability to the world situation and 

pose a threat to peace and security. Unless effective action is taken to 

restructure international economic relations, the onqoinq process of detente cannot 

be accelerated. 
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At the beginning of the 1990s, the international communi tv faces an important 

challenge t:o take qlobal concerted action in a bid to reduce the gap between the 

North and the South and to achieve a prosperous world economy. What is essential 

to implement effective international economic co-operation and promote the economic 

qrowth and development of the developinq countries is to restruct.ure the existinq 

international economic relations and set up an equitable international economic 

order. The international community should restructure the old system and order in 

all fields of international economic relations and establish a iust and equitable 

new order and system, thus brinqinq about a new environment favourable to the 

economic development of the developinq countries and hasteninq the attainment of a 

new peacefUil and democratic world without exploitation and plunder, subjuqation and! 

inequalities, hunqer and pOverty. 

Today 's disadvantageous situation of the world economy can come to a 

successful settlement only when steady and consistent efforts are made by the 

international community. The international community should find ways to resume 

North-South dialogue and establish onqoinq comprehensive North-South neqotiations 

to improve North-South relations and promote international economic co-operation. 

Action-oriented measures must be taken to settle the important economic issues of 

the developinq countries, such as foreiqn debt, trade, currency and finance, 

science and technology. Policies and measures should be adopted to increase the 

flow of financial resources from the develoPed countries to the develooinq 

countries. Substantial measures should also be taken to increase official 

development: aid and foreiqn investment in the develooinq countries throuqh the 

developed countries and export credit, bankinq systems and other multilateral 

institutions. A stable foundation should be laid to promote multilateral 

co-operation based on equality in trade and development. For this purpose, 
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protectionism and trade-restriction measures should be eliminated, tariff and 

non-tariff barriers removed, and steps taken to control the activities of 

multinational corporations. In particular, urqent measures must be taken to 

stabilize the prices of primary commodities, thereby increasinq the export earninqs 

of the developinq countries. In addition to this, the international communi tv 

should pay due attention to expandinq and activatinq South-South co-operation. 

Our Qreat leader Comrade Kim Il SunQ, President of the Democratic People 1 s 

Republic of Korea, explained in his keynote address in the Extraordinary 

Ministerial Conference on South-South Co-operation, held at PvonqyanQ in June 1987, 

that South-South co-operation represents a new form of international economic 

relations based on the common aspirations and interests of the developinq countries 

and that the success of South-South co-operation would have a favourable influence 

on improvinq North-South relations. 

Developed countries, as well as the international economic institutions, 

should expand their support to economic co-operation amonq develoPinq countries, 

and special attention nust be qiven to South-South co-operation in eliminatinq 

within this century the centuries-old calami ties of hunqer and disease. To draw up 

a practical policy on the debt of the developinq countries and to carrv it out are 

pressinq tasks which brook no delay. It is necessary, therefore, for the 

Governments of creditor and debtor nations, the banks of developed countries and 

international monetary institution; to share the responsibility for the debt 

problems and to undertake political dialoques and co-ordination. Mv deleqation 

considers it reasonable that the debt issue should be settled throuqh dialoque and 

co-ordination in order to extend the period of debt repayment, free of interest, 

until such time as the developinq countries involved can rePaY the loans. 
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Peace, disarmament and development are directly interlinked, and snooth 

economic qrCJ~~o7th can be guaranteed only in an atmosphere of peace and co-operation. 

Despite the qlobal tendency towards disarmament and detente, it should nevertheless 

be noted that the arms race and military exercises alike are on the rise, 

aqgravatinq tension in various regions, in particular the Asia-Pacific region. 

These constitute major factors that hinder peace, security and development in those 

regions. 

The international community must take concerted action for disarmament in 

every corner of the world and adoPt active stePS to transfer to the economic 

development of the developing countries the precious human, financial and material 

resources freed by disarmament. 

May I tc:tke this opportunity to assure Members that the Government of the 

Denocratic People's Republic of Korea will join more actively in the international 

community's efforts for detente, disarmament and economic co-operation, by 

persevering in its efforts for peace and the reunification of the Korean peninsula. 

Mv deleqation will pUt forward its best efforts to help make this session one 

in which substantial measures conducive to the economic growth and develoPment of 

the developing countries can be realized. 

The meeting rose at 9.50 p.m. 


