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Requests for hearings ( AjC.4j268) (continued) 

1. The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the request for 
a hearing from the All-Ewe Conference had been cir
culated to the members of the Committee in document 
AjC.4j268. 

In the absence of any objection, the Committee de
cided to grant the request. 
2. The CHAIRMAN announced that requests for 
hearings had been received from the Togoland Con
vention People's Party, the Mouvement populaire to
golais and the Parti togolais du progres and said that, 
if there were no objections, he would ask the Secretariat 
to circulate them to the Committee. 

It was so decided. 

AGENDA ITEM 31 

Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories 
transmitted under Article 73 e of the Charter: 
reports of the Secretary-General and of the 
Committee on Information from Non-Sel£-Gov· 
erning Territories (A/2651, A/2652, A/2653, 
A/2654 and Add.l to 3, A/2655, A/2656, A/ 
2657 and Add. I to 4, A/2658, A/2729): 

(a) Information on economic conditions; 

(b) 
(c) 

(d) 

Information on other conditions; 
Transmission of information; 

Participation of Non-Self-Governing Terri· 
tories in the work of the Committee on In· 
formation from Non-Self-Governing Terri· 
tories 

FOURm COMMiml 410th 
MEETING 

Wednesday, 20 October 1954, 
at 3.5 p.m. 

New York 

Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Economic Condi
tions in the Non-Self-Governing Territories, to present 
the various parts of the Committee's report (A/2729). 
4. Mr. KHALIDY (Iraq), speaking as Chairman of 
the Committee on Information from Non-Self-Govern
ing Territories, said that he had only two comments to 
make: first, he felt sure the members of the Fourth 
Committee would recognize that a substantial amount 
of work had been performed in a very brief period ; sec
ondly, that had been possible owing to the co-operative 
spirit shown by all the members and the help given 
to the Committee by the members of the Secretariat. 

5. Mr. SCOTT (New Zealand), Rapporteur of the 
Committee on Information, endorsed the Chairman's 
remarks concerning the harmonious and co-operative 
spirit that had reigned during the Committee's meet-
ings. He paid a tribute to the wise and disinterested 
guidance of Mr. Khalidy, the Chairman, and Mr. Frazao, 
the Vice-Chairman and Chairman of the Sub-Com
mittee. 
6. The Committee had held seventeen meetings be
tween 20 August and 13 September, the main item on 
its agenda being economic conditions in the Non-Self
Governing Territories. After a general debate, the Com
mittee had appointed a sub-committee to prepare a 
draft report. Subject to certain amendments and state
ments the full Committee had adopted that report 
unanimously. 
7. The Committee had also discussed social condi
tions in the Non-Self-Governing Territories, but it 
had done so only briefly, as its next session would be 
devoted primarily to that subject. 
8. Educational conditions had been discussed at three 
meetings. The Committee had considered a draft resolu
tion introduced by the delegations of India and Burma 
( A/2729, part one, para. 33) on the offer of facilities to 
students of Non-Self-Governing Territories by Member 
States other than those administering the Territories. 
That resolution had been adopted subject to amend
ments proposed by the United Kingdom representative 
(paras. 41-42). 
9. Section IX of part one of the report contained a 
summary of the Committee's discussion on the cessation 
of the transmission of information under Article 73 e. 
That subject formed a separate item of the agenda and 
he would therefore not deal with it at present. 

10. In connexion with the question of the participation 
of indigenous representatives, the Indian delegation had 
submitted a draft resolution, the text of which appeared 
in paragraph 87 of part one of the report. The Indian 
representative had suggested that in view of the im-

3. The CHAIRMAN invited Mr. Khalidy (Iraq), portance of the subject and the short time available, 
Chairman of the Committee on Information from Non- the discussion of that draft resolution should be post-
Self-Governing Territories, Mr. Scott (New Zealand), poned to the following session. No action was therefore 
Rapporteur of that Committee, and Mr. Frazao (Brazil), called for by the Fourth Committee. 
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11. A second draft resolution on the subject of educa
tional advancement would be found in annex II of part 
one of the report. 
12. The Committee's discussion on international col
laboration in respect of economic, social and edu
cational conditions in the Non-Self-Governing Terri
tories was summarized in section XI of part one. The 
action taken in connexion with the item "Control and 
and limitation of documentation" was reported in 
section XII. 
13. Mr. FRAZAO (Brazil), Chairman of the Sub
Committee on Economic Conditions, introducing part 
two of the report, observed that in 1951 the Committee 
on Information had given primary attention to economic 
conditions and that in 1954, in accordance with the pat
tern established by General Assembly resolution 333 
(IV), attention had again been concentrated on that 
subject. The Sub-Committee had sought to produce a 
balanced document, to harmonize views, to conciliate 
opinions and to cut down differences of approach to 
the questions it had had to study. 

14. The Committee and the Sub-Committee had had 
to consider very detailed information on the varying 
conditions in the Non-Self-Governing Territories and 
had tried to reach a synthesis of agreed standpoints ap
plicable in general to the economic and social realities 
prevailing in the Territories. Despite the valuable help 
given by the Secretariat, the presence in a number of 
delegations of experts in the problems of economic de
velopment affecting colonial areas and the valuable 
studies prepared by the Food and Agriculture Organiza
tion, the preparation of the report in the time available 
had not been an easy achievement and had proved pos
sible only thanks to the friendly and co-operative spirit 
that had dominated the Committee and the sub-Com
mittee. 
15. He was aware that the report would not give com
plete satisfaction to any single delegation. It did not 
entirely satisfy the Brazilian delegation. On many points 
it seemed to be shirking fundamental issues; but it 
should not be forgotten that such a report would lose 
a great deal of its practical value if it did not include 
a synthesis of general views on which substantive recom
mendations could be based. It might be asked whether 
such general recommendations were useful in the present 
stage of evolution of colonial peoples, or whether there 
was greater need for concrete solutions to particular 
problems. In his view the reply was that the Committee 
on Information must on no account lay itself open to any 
accusation of overstepping its mandate. Moreover, in the 
general views and recommendations expressed in the 
report there were substantial points which had a direct 
bearing on particular conditions in the individual Ter
ritories. It was hoped that those comprehensive recom
mendations would be taken by the Administering Mem
bers as a guide in their application of economic policies 
in the Territories under their control. 

16. In accordance with General Assembly resolution 
645 (VII), the Committee on Information had drafted 
its report taking as a point of reference the 1951 report 
( A/1836, part three). It had not, however, been content 
merely to restate the principles and goals enumerated 
therein. In many respects the present study went sub
stantially further. He drew attention to paragraph 17 
of the report on economic conditions (A/2729, part 
two), which had been discussed at length. It was per-

haps the most important passage in the report; it was 
also the most controversial one. Once again, no one in 
the Committee had been completely satisfied with all 
its terms. So far as basic issues were involved, the mem
bers of the Committee had been in full agreement. The 
difficulties had arisen in trying to correlate the various 
elements entering into the formulation of economic ob
jectives. An attempt had been made to seek a common 
expression of agreed policies and to bring out the com
mon denominator. For that reason he felt that the state
ment of objectives should form an integral part of the 
text of the report. Its true significance might be obscured 
were it to be considered in isolation ; in that case it 
would say too little and an attempt to reformulate it 
might lead to further disagreement rather than to an 
improved text. The fundamental aim of economic policy 
as defined in paragraph 17 was correlated with the ob
jectives of social, educational and political progress in 
the Non-Self-Governing Territories. In the formulation 
of objectives he felt that the Sub-Committee had been 
able to conciliate the three different kinds of interests 
at stake : the fundamental interests of the dependent 
peoples directed towards the ultimate goal of raising 
the standard of living as a basis for political and social 
advancement; the reasonable interests of metropolitan 
economies and monetary areas; and the far-reaching in
terests of the world economy as a whole, which needed 
the economic contribution of those Territories. 
17. In the remaining sections of the report the Com
mittee had endeavoured in the light of those aims to 
express its views on present conditions and to suggest 
policies to fulfil those aims. Some of the delegations 
represented on the Committee had felt that the informa
tion available was not yet adequate for a realistic and 
dynamic appraisal of the economic situation in the Non
Self-Governing Territories, and that the Committee still 
lacked essential tools for the performance of its task. 
No criticism had been intended of the way in which the 
Administering Members were providing information 
under the Standard Form. The delegations in question, 
which included the Brazilian delegation, were envisag
ing the possibility and advisability of modifying the 
Standard Form in order to enable the Committee to 
follow more closely the implementation of the economic 
policies recommended in the 1951 report and the present 
one. 
18. In any event the Committee believed that it had 
been able to bring out certain concrete points affecting 
the economic development of most of the Non-Self
Governing Territories and of particular importance to 
some of them. He would mention a few of those points. 
19. The report placed great emphasis on the need to 
associate the indigenous peoples in the preparation of 
plans for economic development. The Committee also 
emphasized the advisability of adopting a specific plan 
for development purposes. The continued and acceler
ated formulation of a long-term policy was considered 
likely to prove extremely useful by encouraging the 
Territories to attain the objectives of the plan. 
20. The report contained a section on rural economy 
(section V), in the drafting of which the FAO rep
resentative had given valuable assistance. He drew 
special attention to the passages which stressed the need 
for greater diversification in agricultural production and 
for greater flexibility in farming systems. The report 
also examined the complex and controversial questions 
of land utilization and ownership. The measured Ian-
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guage of that part of the report showed the care with 
which the relevant paragraphs had been drafted. 
21. The report recognized (section VI) that more 
should be done to develop industry in the Territories. 
That matter had been treated at length in the 1951 re
port and was dealt with more briefly in the present one. 
Attention was drawn particularly to the importance of 
setting up public and semi-public agencies to promote 
industrial development. 
22. Sections VII and VIII dealt with certain major 
problems of the fiscal and customs systems and ques
tions relating to external trade. The objectives defined in 
those sections corresponded to those set forth in para
graph 17. The present report, as he had said, sup
plemented the similar study of 1951, but it also to some 
extent supplemented the special report on social con
ditions ( A/2219, part two) and the special reports on 
educational conditions (A/1303/Rev.l, part two; A/ 
2465, part two), particularly in the sections on stand
ards of living and co-operative societies and community 
development (sections IX and X) . The Committee had 
noted (para. 116) the recommendations of a Committee 
of Experts, now under consideration by the United Na,
tions and the specialized agencies, on the assessment of 
standards of living through the consideration of all com
ponents of living conditions. The work of the Com
mittee on Information had anticipated recommendations 
of that nature. In its annual concentration on economic, 
social and educational conditions the Committee had 
examined each of those functional fields in conjunction 
with conditions in the other functional fields. It had 
used the same approach in the present report. 

23. The drafting of the report had been a co-operative 
piece of work; it would be impossible to say what had 
been contributed by individual delegations. The Sub
Committee had been as realistic as possible. The basic 
idea in the report was the importance of stimulating 
economic development, as controlled by the moral and 
spiritual forces of the community in a way consistent 
with the democratic way of life. 
24. He paid a tribute to Mr. Khalidy, of Iraq, the 
Chairman of the Committee, Mr. Scott, of New Zealand, 
the Rapporteur, and all the members of the Secretariat 
who had assisted the Committee in its work. 

25. Mr. CHAMANDI (Yemen) formally protested 
against the anomalous situation existing in the so-called 
Aden Colony and the Western and Eastern Protec
torates and against the disregard which the United 
Kingdom Government showed for Yemen's rights by 
keeping the region under its domination and placing it 
in the category of Non-Self-Governing Territories in 
document A/2657, despite the fact that it was an in
tegral part of the Kingdom of Yemen. 
26. It was historically known that Aden and the sur
rounding territories had been illegally alienated from 
their mother country by force and that his Government 
had never agreed to the presence of the United Kingdom 
authorities in that part of its own country. Their pres
ence was a violation of international law and of the 
principles of the Charter. 
27. The United Kingdom Government was submitting 
information about a territory which it controlled by 
virtue of vague agreements imposed by threats, in
timidation and force. Those agreements could not be 
internationally valid and had never been recognized by 
his Government, which was ready at any time to submit 

them to the United Nations for examination, although 
it would prefer to have the question of Aden and the 
surrounding territories settled outside the United N a
tions through peaceful negotiations and diplomatic 
channels. 
28. The United Kingdom was trying to tighten its hold 
on and expand its domination over that part of Yemen 
by imposing a new system, known as the federation of 
the Protectorates, which was simply a new method of 
colonialism aimed at making the Governor of Aden the 
virtual master of the region by giving him additional 
control over the other territories annexed by force and 
by imposed agreements. Instead of ensuring the political, 
economic and educational advancement provided for in 
Article 73 a of the Charter, the United Kingdom Gov
ernment had placed the control of defence, economic 
and foreign affairs and internal security in the hands of 
the Governor of Aden, thereby stripping the local gov
ernors of their legal prerogatives. Moreover, the local 
sultans and sheiks had been forced to accept British 
advisers. The purpose underlying that course of action 
was to subjugate the whole region, to exploit it for 
military purposes and to prepare it for conversion into 
a military base in violation of Article 73 c of the Char
ter, which required the Administering Members to 
further international peace and security. 

29. New barracks had been built and kept ready for 
additional troops. Oil refineries had been installed and, 
not for the first time, petroleum surveys were under 
way in the disputed areas. The Damani, Rabeez, and 
Kuthayer tribes and others who had objected to the 
building of new military highways in their own terri
tories and had opposed the federation plan had been 
punished by repeated bombing and bombardment. His 
delegation was disappointed to see that there was no 
information on those events in document A/2657. The 
United Kingdom authorities could not deny those facts. 
His Government had repeatedly suggested that an im
partial fact-finding commission should be sent to in
vestigate them. There was no doubt that the conversion 
of the region into a military base and the course of 
action followed constituted a threat to his country and 
to international peace and were inconsistent with the 
spirit of the Charter and the treaties concluded between 
Yemen and the United Kingdom. 

30. It was clear from the information in document A/ 
2657 that the presence of the United Kingdom in Aden 
and the neighbouring regions did not substantially 
further the economic, social and educational advance
ment of the inhabitants. 

31. His Government had never recognized and would 
never recognize United Kingdom jurisdiction in that 
region. It reserved the right to do everything possible 
to obtain the restoration of that region to the mother 
country by peaceful means either outside or, failing that 
inside the United Nations. ' 

32. Mr. BOURDILLON (United Kingdom) reserved 
his Government's position with regard to the Yemen 
representative's statement. There had been certain dis
agreement between the Governments of Yemen and the 
United Kingdom but, given goodwill on both sides, they 
could be resolved by friendly and co-operative discus
sion between the two Governments. The United King
dom Government had therefore welcomed the invita
tion of His Majesty the Imam to the Governor of Aden 
to visit him at his seat. 
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33. Mr. CHAMANDI (Yemen) pointed out that in 
fact the idea of the visit had originated with the Gov
ernor of Aden. Since the Yemen Government wanted a 
peaceful understanding, it had welcomed that overture, 
although it now found that the Governor's visit was 
being used for political purposes. 
34. He had been glad to note that the United Kingdom 
wished to reach a settlement. 

35. Mr. BOURDILLON (United Kingdom) reaf
firmed his Government's reservation of position on the 
whole question and indicated that he had not made any 
new proposal. 
36. The CHAIRMAN said that it was the practice 
in the Fourth Committee to permit the making of reser
vations and counter-reservations in regard to the sub
mission of information from Non-Self-Governing Ter
ritories. However, there was no question on the agenda 
of the Fourth Committee which would justify a detailed 
discussion of any claims of the kind just raised. He 
appealed to all members of the Committee to refrain 
from entering into lengthy debate on matters outside 
the Committee's agenda. 

37. Mr. DORSINVILLE (Haiti) said that part two 
of the report of the Committee on Information from 
Non-Self-Governing Territories (A/2729) set forth cer
tain principles to which the Haitian delegation sub
scribed whole-heartedly. Two points were of partic
ular importance. Paragraph 28 of part two expressed 
the doubts of certain members of the Sub-Committee 
of the Committee on Information whether development 
programmes in all cases benefited all the inhabitants 
rather than some of them, or even interests outside the 
Territories, whether in the metropolitan countries or 
elsewhere. Certain members of the Sub-Committee had 
also felt that there was not sufficient information avail
able to make it clear exactly how far the indigenous 
inhabitants of the Non-Self-Governing Territories had 
benefited directly from development plans. The Haitian 
delegation hoped that in future the Administering Mem
bers would provide such information. 

38. The second passage to which he wished to draw 
special attention concerned the Sub-Committee's views 
in regard to land ownership, control and utilization in 
the Non-Self-Governing Territories, as set forth in para
graphs 68 and 69 of the report. The Sub-Committee had 
noted that in the absence of full information, it was not 
possible to determine whether the situations complained 
of in 1951, when large areas of land had been held by 
non-indigenous interests and were not exploited to any 
substantial beneficial extent, had been remedied. The 
Committee on Information and the Fourth Committee 
should devote special attention to such situations, par
ticularly to cases where estate cultivation, especially in 
areas of dense peasant population, might create social 
tension between classes or races. Recent occurrences in 
Kenya were a concrete example of the consequences of 
land hunger resulting from population increases and 
privileged immigrant settlement. 
39. The Committee on Information had studied the 
question of racial relations in its various aspects at its 
1952 session, and from the special angle of equal educa
tional opportunity at its sessions in 1950 and 1953. 
Racial discrimination in various fields still existed in a 
large number of Non-Self-Governing Territories. In 
certain Territories, for example, separate schools were 
maintained for the various racial or cultural groups in-

habiting the Territory, and the Committee on Informa
tion had noted in its 1953 report ( A/2465, part two) 
that considerable discrepancies in educational oppor
tunity still subsisted. Various explanations had been 
given by the Governments concerned in regard to the 
existence and continuation of separate educational sys
tems, on grounds of differences in language, culture and 
so on. However, in some cases such discrimination was 
based solely on race or colour. In Bermuda, for example, 
where there were separate schools for white and coloured 
children, the various groups of the population spoke the 
same language. In view of the fact that such conditions 
still existed, the question of racial relations should con
tinue to be one of the primary concerns of the Com
mittee on Information, and the Haitian delegation hoped 
that the topic would be on the agenda of the Committee's 
next session. 
40. The Haitian delegation had certain reservations 
to make in regard to draft resolution A submitted by 
the Committee on Information in annex II of part one 
of its report, which concerned educational advance
ment in the Non-Self-Governing Territories. If that 
resolution was compared with the original draft resolu
tion submitted by the delegations of India and Burma 
( Aj2729, part one, para. 33), it would be seen that a 
very clumsy and inadequate machinery had been sub
stituted for the original simple proposal. Paragraph 3 of 
draft resolution A invited Member States to transmit 
the details of offers of facilities to the United Nations 
Technical Assistance Administration instead of to the 
Secretary-General as originally proposed, as though the 
two were separate entities, independent of each other, 
although in fact the Technical Assistance Administra
tion was simply a branch of the United Nations under 
the authority of the Secretary-General. Paragraph 5 
of draft resolution A failed to recognize the difference 
between the purposes for which fellowships were granted 
by the Technical Assistance Administration and the 
specialized agencies and the purposes of the scholarships 
referred to in the original draft resolution. The fellow
ships given by the Technical Assistance Administration 
and the specialized agencies were granted in order to 
further the economic and social development of the 
under-developed countries, on the request of the gov
ernments concerned and within the framework of the 
technical assistance accorded to such countries. They 
were therefore granted to civil servants or to persons 
who were to participate in carrying out some definite 
programme, possibly part of a wider development plan. 
For the most part such persons were expected to possess 
a certain amount of experience in the subject which 
they \Vere to study abroad and were mostly presumed 
to have engaged in higher studies in some subject re
lating to economic or social development. 

41. The purpose of the original draft resolution had 
been quite different. The 1950 and 1953 reports of the 
Committee on Information on the situation in the Non
Self-Governing Territories in regard to education had 
given a clear picture of the circumstances which had 
impelled the delegation of India and Burma to submit 
the draft resolution. Although the administering Powers 
had done a great deal in many places educational 
facilities were still inadequate both in quantity and 
quality, to meet the requirements of Non-Self-Govern
ing Territories. On the other hand, the Committee on 
Information had realized that financial limitations often 
held up desired improvements. Accordingly, the original 
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draft resolution had invited Member States to award 
scholarships to students from Non-Self-Governing 
Territories, not only for studies of the university stand
ard but also, and indeed in the first place, for study 
on the post-primary level and technical and vocational 
training of immediate practical value. The purpose of 
the facilities proposed in the original draft resolution 
had been to permit the eventual constitution of an elite 
which would be able to play its part in the intellectual, 
political, economic and social life of a self-governing 
country. Moreover, those facilities were not to be pro
vided only for officials or persons who were to be em
ployed in some technical assistance programme, but also 
and above all for private persons not intending to become 
civil servants, who wished to study in order to con
tribute later, as private persons, to the progress and 
emancipation of the community to which they belonged. 
It was unlikely that the Technical Assistance Adminis
tration and the specialized agencies would be in a posi
tion to concern themselves with fellowships for young 
people with no official connexion with the governments 
of their territories, who wished simply to engage in 
post-primary studies abroad. 

42. Lastly, the draft resolution adopted by the Com
mittee on Information reversed the administrative 
hierarchy of the United Nations Secretariat, for in para
graph 7 it made the Secretary-General subordinate to 
the Technical Assistance Administration, although the 
latter was in fact simply a branch of the Secretariat 
under the authority of the Secretary-General. 

43. He hoped, that in the light of those considerations, 
the Fourth Committee would amend the draft resolution 
before adopting it. He reserved his right to speak again 
on the report of the Committee on Information at a 
later stage in the discussion. 

44. Miss ROESAD (Indonesia) said that paragraph 
14 of part one of the report of the Committee on In
formation from Non-Self-Governing Territories re
corded the objection of the Indonesian delegation to the 
transmission of information on West New Guinea by the 
Netherlands Government. She wished to reaffirm her 
Government's position that the assumption by the 
Netherlands Government of responsibility for the ad
ministration of West New Guinea was contrary to the 
Round Table Conference Agreement signed in 1949 at 
The Hague by the Indonesian and Nether lands Govern
ments. Since the question of West New Guinea was to 
be dealt with in the First Committee, the Indonesian 
delegation would refrain from going into the question 
in greater detail in the Fourth Committee. 

45. She also wished to explain further the reservation 
mentioned in paragraph 23 of part one of the report of 
the Committee on Information. That reservation related 
to paragraph 121 of part two of the report, in which it 
was stated that information furnished to the Committee 
on Information had shown that further progress had 
been made in regard to the development of co-operative 
movements in territories under Nether lands adminis
tration. She quoted from official Netherlands docu
ments showing that so far no actual progress had been 
made in co-operative movements in West New Guinea. 
The Indonesian delegation doubted whether in general 
any progress had been made in West New Guinea dur
ing the recent years of Nether lands administration. 
After 125 years of Netherlands rule the Territory was 
still practically undeveloped. 

46. In connexion with the report of the Sub-Committee 
on Economic Conditions, part two of the report of the 
Committee on Information, she recalled that in the Sub
Committee the Indonesian delegation had drawn special 
attention to a document prepared by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (A/ AC.35jL.169) concern
ing the relative progress of production for local con
sumption and for export in the Non-Self-Governing 
Territories. Paragraphs 5 and 6 of that document noted 
that an examination of the main factors influencing 
production prices, marketing and transport facilities, 
the availability of investment capital, research services 
and so on, showed that, in general, export production 
was favoured. The F AO report accordingly suggested 
that careful planning was needed to avoid a dangerous 
imbalance between production for export and production 
for local needs. The point was emphasized in the report 
on economic conditions, in paragraph 49 in particular. 
Many Non-Self-Governing Territories concentrated on 
the production of raw materials required by industrial 
countries. As a result, they remained dependent on the 
metropolitan economy or on the currency area to which 
the metropolitan country belonged. To provide a rem
edy, a much more vigorous programme was required 
for the balanced development of agriculture and indus
try. That was of course a long-term aim, but the infor
mation available to the Committee had not indicated 
that adequate steps were being taken towards it. 
47. The objectives enumerated in paragraph 17 of part 
two of the report were largely satisfactory. However, 
they did not state sufficiently clearly the need for a 
vigorous policy of economic diversification. Indeed, ob
jective (d) might be interpreted as recommending that 
present forms of production in Non-Self-Governing Ter
ritories should be maintained. That was not the inten
tion of the Committee on Information, and the report 
should not be interpreted in that light. However, when 
the Committee on Information next examined economic 
conditions, more attention should be paid to the ques
tion of what progress had been made towards economic 
diversification to enable the peoples of the Non-Self,. 
Governing Territories to improve their standards of 
living and end their present susceptibility to fluctua
tions in the world market for one or two main crops. 
48. In regard to the progress of development plans in 
the Non-Self-Governing Territories, document A/ 
AC.35/L.156/ Add.4 provided some striking figures on 
the increase in certain forms of production brought 
about by development plans. On the other hand, it 
showed the difficulties that had arisen through rising 
costs, limited financial resources, problems of supply and 
problems of labour. It would appear that where progress 
had been made, it was often limited to one or two sec
tors of the economy, and sometimes to certain geograph
ical sectors of the Territory concerned. The export 
industries, largely under Western domination, appeared 
to have expanded. It was not clear how far there had 
been a real expansion in indigenous participation in 
economic progress, and more information on that sub
ject in the next report of the Committee on Informa
tion would be useful. 
49. In view of those objections, it might be thought 
that the report on economic conditions was unduly 
optimistic. Nevertheless, the Indonesian delegation on 
the Committee on Information had voted for its ap
proval. It had done so because it regarded the report as 
a statement of the general views of experts interested 
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in the general progress of the Non-Self-Governing Ter
ritories. The United Kingdom economic expert on the 
Committee on Information had said that nothing had 
emerged in the past three years to cast doubt upon the 
enduring validity of the principles set forth in the Com
mittee's 1951 report, and that his Government continued 
to be guided by those principles. Paragraph 6 of part 
two of the report noted other statements by representa
tives of Administering Members to that effect. It seemed 
best, therefore, to seek general agreement on the terms 
of the 1954 report on economic conditions, rather than 
to express views that might divide that Committee, in 
the hope that the 1954 report also would be taken as a 
guide to policy by the Administering Members. 
50. The Indonesian delegation would adopt the same 
conciliatory attitude in considering the future work of 
the Committee on Information. The Indonesian term of 
office on the Committee on Information would end with 
the ninth session of the General Assembly. However, 
it would continue to follow the work of the Committee 
with the greatest interest, in particular its 1955 pro
gramme relating to social conditions in the Non-Self
Governing Territories. It was to be hoped that, in 
connexion with social development, the Committee on 
Information would be able to draw effective attention 
to those elements of social policy whereby the collabora
tion of peoples of all races could be obtained. The Com
mittee would again have to examine cases of racial 
discrimination in the Non-Self-Governing Territories. 
51. The Indonesian delegation was disappointed that so 
little progress had been made in the matter of associating 
the Non-Self-Governing Territories with the work of 
the Committee on Information. It congratulated the In
dian delegation on having submitted a draft resolution 
(A/2729, part one, para. 87) which would enable the 
Committee on Information to pay due attention to that 
question at its next session. Some inhabitants of Non
Self-Governing Territories had been included in the 
delegation of members of the Committee on Informa
tion, particularly when questions relating to the cessa
tion of information had been discussed; however, in 
general, little had been done even in the matter of in
cluding indigenous inhabitants in the delegations of 
members. The Indonesian delegation felt that the much 
wider question of the participation of the peoples of 
the Non-Self-Governing Territories in the work of the 
Committee should be actively examined. Document A/ 
AC.35/L.165 showed that some progress had been 
made in that connexion in the ILO, WHO, UNESCO 
and other specialized agencies, although nothing had 
been achieved so far in the United Nations itself. 
The Administering Members claimed that their policy 
was to promote self-government. It should be obvious 
that participation in the proceedings of the United Na
tions and contact with the technical work of the Or
ganization ought to be encouraged, for the benefit of 
those Territories which would shortly assume full 
responsibility for the conduct of their own affairs. 

52. Draft resolution A, on educational advancement 
in the Non-Self-Governing Territories (A/2729, part 
one, annex II), was unacceptable to the Indonesian dele
gation as it stood. The Committee on Information had 
unfortunately accepted a United Kingdom amendment 
placing the implementation of the resolution, the pur
pose of which was to provide facilities for further educa
tion for students from Non-Self-Governing Territories, 
partly in the hands of the Technical Assistance Ad-

ministration, which had already objected that it was not 
qualified to perform such a task. The resolution also 
seemed to imply that the Technical Assistance Adminis
tration was not under the authority of the Secretary
General. The Indonesian delegation had therefore ab
stained on the draft resolution when it was voted upon 
in the Committee on Information, and it would be 
obliged to do so again, unless appropriate amendments 
were made in it. It would however support draft res
olution B in annex II, on the work of the Committee 
on Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories. 

53. Mr. SCHURMANN (Netherlands) noted that 
the delegation of Indonesia had again protested against 
the fact that the Nether lands Government had complied 
with its obligations under Article 73 e of the Charter 
in connexion with Netherlands New Guinea. The 
Nether lands delegation again considered the Indonesian 
protest to be out of order, in view of the fact that 
Administering Members had accepted certain obliga
tions under Article 73 e of the Charter to report on 
conditions in the Territories under their administra
tion. Those obligations were based on factual adminis
tration of the Territories concerned and not on legal 
sovereignty. Moreover, the Fourth Committee was not 
competent to discuss legal issues or political conditions 
in the Non-Self-Governing Territories, according to 
Article 73 e of the Charter. Since the Indonesian dele
gation had raised the question of Nether lands New 
Guinea in the First Committee, it was more than ever 
out of order to protest in the Fourth Committee. The 
Netherlands delegation would deal with the matter fully 
in the First Committee. 

54. Miss ROES AD (Indonesia) could not agree that 
the Indonesian delegation's protest had been out of 
order. 
55. Mr. CARPIO (Philippines) paid a tribute to the 
members of the Committee on Non-Self-Governing Ter
ritories, the Sub-Committee on Economic Conditions and 
the Secretariat. He had been greatly disappointed, how
ever, to see that the Committee's report was devoted 
almost exclusively to economic conditions in the Non
Self-Governing Territories. It touched but lightly on 
social and educational conditions and made no mention 
whatever of political conditions. 

56. His delegation had consistently maintained that 
the basic principles and purposes underlying Chapter 
XI of the Charter were the same as those underlying 
Chapters XII and XIII. Constant progress had been 
made from the times of the old colonialism, through the 
Mandates System to the system embodied in the Charter. 
It was up to the Fourth Committee to ensure that 
Chapter XI marked a real step forward. The United 
Nations discussed the political advancement of the 
Trust Territories, whose population numbered only 20 
million. It would be a mockery if it failed to examine 
political conditions in the Non-Self-Governing Terri
tories, where the destinies of 200 million people were 
involved. 
57. Although paragraph 3 of General Assembly resolu
tion 332 (IV), which constituted the terms of reference 
of the Committee on Information from Non-Self
Governing Territories, would certainly seem to limit 
the Committee's work to three functional fields, namely, 
economic, social and educational, paragraph 5 invited 
the Committee to make "such substantive recommenda
tions as it may deem desirable relating to functional 
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fields generally". Four functional fields were mentioned 
in Article 73 a of the Charter: the political, economic, 
social and educational. In that Article the Administer
ing Members assumed the obligation to ensure advance
ment in those four fields. It was difficult to see how the 
United Nations could decide whether that obligation 
was being met if it did not discuss all the four fields. 
Hence, he could not agree with the Netherlands rep
resentative that the Fourth Committee was not com
petent to discuss the political aspects of the administra
tion of Non-Self-Governing Territories. 

58. It had long been evident that several members of 
the Fourth Committee believed that more emphasis 
should be placed on the political implications of Chapter 
XI. If the Charter failed to stipulate expressly how the 
obligation to ensure political advancement was to be 
carried out, the United Nations should gradually devise 
ways and means of ensuring its observance. 

59. Mr. KHALIDY (Iraq), speaking as Chairman of 
the Committee on Information from Non-Self-Govern
ing Territories, replied that, as matters stood, it would 
have been legally impossible for the Committee to dis
cuss political advancement. The competence of the 
Fourth Committee and the Committee on Information 
from Non-Self-Governing Territories to consider 
political conditions had been discussed more than once; 
no definite stand had ever been taken. Should the Fourth 
Committee decide at any stage that it was competent 
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to discuss political conditions, it could expand the terms 
of reference of the Committee on Information to in
clude them. In the meantime, the Committee on In
formation had tried to comply with its terms of ref
erence, which limited it to economic, social and educa
tional conditions. 
60. According to established procedure, the Committee 
concentrated each year on one of the three functional 
fields. Social and educational conditions had been dealt 
with in 1952 and 1953 respectively. The 1954 report 
therefore concentrated on economic conditions, although 
considerable information on social and economic con
ditions was also included. The United Nations could 
not possibly accord the same treatment to Non-Self
Governing Territories and Trust Territories, as the 
Charter established two entirely different regimes for 
the two categories. 
61. The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the item on 
the Committee's agenda was limited to the information 
submitted under Article 73 e. The extent to which rep
resentatives could refer to political conditions in the 
Non-Self-Governing Territories had been debated on 
many occasions. Further controversy and lengthy dis
cussions could be avoided if representatives kept within 
the limits prescribed by the Charter. He called for good
will and co-operation from all the members of the Com
mittee. 

The meeting rose at 5.45 p.m. 
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