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General Assemb~ resolution 1350 (XIII) of 13 March 1959

1350 (XIII). ,Ihe future of the Trust Territory of t.he
Cameroons under United Kingdom administration

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 1282 (XIII) of 5 December 1958 requesting the

Trusteeship COWlcil to examine, as early as possible during the twenty-third,

session, the reports of the United Nations Visiting Mission to Trust Territories

in West Africa, 1958, on the Cameroons under French administration and the

Cameroons under United Kingdom administration, and to transmit them, with its

observations and reoomm~ndations, to the General Assembly not later than

20 February 1959, to enable the Assembly, in consultation with the Administering

Authorities, to take the necessary measures in connexion With the full

attainment of the objectives of the Trusteeship System,

Having examined, in consultation with the Administering Authority,

the special report of the Trusteeship counCil,!! as well as the report of the

Visiting Mission on the Cameroons under United Kingdom administration,3I

Noting the statements made in the Fourth Committee by the representatives

of the Administering Authority, by the Premier of the Southern Cameroons, by

the Lead\~r of the Opposition in the Southern Cameroons House of Assembly, and

by the Minister for Northern Cameroons Affairs in the Government of the

Northern Region of Nigeria,lI

1. ~commends '~hat the Administering Authority, in pursuance of

Article 76 b of the Charter of the United Nations, take steps, in consultation.
with a United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner, to organize, under the super-

vision of the United Nations, separate plebiscites in the northern arid southern

parts of the Cameroons under United Kingdom administration, in order to
ascertain the wishes of the inhabitants of the Territory concerning their

future;

Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirteenth Session, Annexes,
agenda item 13, document A14D94.
Official Records of the Trusteeshi Council Twent -third Sessi. on
Supplement No.2 T 1440 , documents T 142 and Add. 1
See Official Records of the General Assemblla Thirteenth Session, Fourtl'!
Conpnittee, 846th, 847th, 849th and 850th meetings.
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2. Recomme~ds .rurthe:.~ that in the northern part of the ,T,.erritory the

plebiscite should take place about the middle of November 1959, that the

people of the northern part of the Territory should be asked:

If (a) Do you wish the Northern Cameroons to be part of the Northern

Region of Nigeria when the Federation of Nigeria becomes independent?

or

neb) Are you in favour of deciding the future of the Northern

Cameroons at a later date?"

and that the plebiscite should be conducted on the basis of the electoral

register at. present being compiled for the elections to the Federal House

of Representatives;

3. Recommends furth~ that the plebiscite in tie southern part of the

Territory should be conducted during the next dry season between the beginning

of Decdmber 1959 and the end of April 1960;
4. Decides that the two alternatives to be put to the people of the

southern part of the Territory and the qualifications for voting in the

plebiscite there should be considered by the General Assembly at its fourteenth

session;

50 Expres~es the hope that all concerned in the Territory will

endeavour to reach agreement before the opening of the fourteenth session

(.If the General Assembly on the alternatives to be put in the plebiscite in

the Southern Cameroons and the qualifications for voting in it;

6. Decides to appoint a United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner who

shall exercise, on behalf of the General Assembly, all the necessary powers

and functions of supervision, and who shall be assisted by observers and

sttaf.f to be appointed by the Secretary-General in consultation with him;

70 Requ4sts the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner to submit to

the Trusteeship Council a report in two parts on the organization, conduct

and results of the plebiscites, the first part of the report, which shall

deal with the northern part of the Territory, to be submitted in time for

transmission to the General Assembly for consideration before the end of

its fourteenth session;

s. Requests the Trusteeship Council to transmit to it the reports of

the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner, together with any recommendations

and observations it considers necessary.
794th pYenarl meeting,

13 March 1959.
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At ita 794th plenary meeting, on 13 March 1959, the General Assembly,

voting by secret ballot, ~lected Mr. Djalal Abdoh errant United Nations

~ebiscite Commissione~.
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ANNEX II. Trusteeship Council r8so1ut,ion 201,3 (XXVI) of 31 May 1960

2013 (XXVI) Future of the Trust T~rrito£y of the Cameroons under
United Kingdom administration

The Trusteeship Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 1352 (XIV) of 16 October 1959 and

147.3 (XlV) of 12 December 1959, concerning the future of the Trust TerritorJ of

the Cameroons under United Kingdom administration and in particular the organization

of forthcoming plebiscites in the southern and northern parts of the Trust Territory

on the basis of universal adult suffrage,

Recalling further the recommendations contained in the aforementioned reso

lutions of the General Assembly for the separation of the administration of the

southtlm and northern parts of the Trust Territory from that of the Federation of

Nigeria nvt later than 1 October 1960,
Noting the report of the Administering Authority on the process of separation

of the administration of the Southern Cameroons from that of the Federation of

NigeriaYas well as the report of the Administ'~ring Authority on the process of

separation of the administration of the Northern Cameroons from that of the

Federation of Nigeria,BV

1. Requests the Administering Authority to take into accQunt the observations

and suggestions made at the twenty-sixth session of the 'rrusteeship Council in com

pleting the separation of the administration of the two parts of the Trust Territor,y

from that of tho Federation of Nigeria not later than 1 October 1960, ensuring in

particular the exist,ence, f rom that date until the completion of the plebiscites in

the Trust Territory, of police forces wholly responsible to the authorities in the

Territory;

2. hxpresses th~ hopa that steps will be taken to extend the principle of

universal adult suffrage to all future elections in the Trust Territory;

3. Requests the Administering Authority to take appropriate steps, in con

sultation with the authC'rities concerned, to ensure that tho people of the Trust:

Territory are fully informed, before the plebisci't,es, of the constitutional arrange

ments that would have to be made, at the appropriate time, for the implewentation of

the decisions taken at the plebiscites;

4. Decides to transmit to the General Assembly at its fifteenth session the

records of th~ meetings at which the future of the Trust T6rritory of the Cameroons

under United Kingdom administration was discussed during the twenty-sixth session of

the Trusteeship Council.
l094th meetin8,

31 ~.ay 1960.

'JI OUic1aJ;. Records of the Trusteeship COuncil, Twenty-sixth Session, AooQxes ,
agenda item 3, docwnent T/1526.

y ~., agenda item 17, document T/1530.



S29th *lenary meeting,
1: October 1959.

Part On~ - The Plebiscite in the Southern Cameroons

ANNEX. III. General Assembly resolution 1352 ~XIV) of 16 October 1959

1352 (XIV). The future of the Trust Terr:ltory of the Cameroons
:under Unit.ed Kingdom ~dmin1.stra.t-ion:--9rg::lnizat ion
of the pleb:i.8cite in the sRutherIi pa.rt. of the TerrHory

'The Gen~ ~ssemb1y,

Rece.lling its resolution 1350 (XIII) ()£ 11 March 1950 concerning the

future of the Trust Territory of the Cameroons under United Kingdom administration,

wr.ich e:xnressed the hope that all concerned in the Territory would endeavour to

reach ap,reement before the opening of the fourteenth session of the General

Assemb~ on the alternatives to be rut in the plebiscite in the Southern

Cameroons and the qllfll i fications for voting in ; t,

Noti ng the stAtements made by the retlresentaMve of the Administering

Authority, by the Premier of the Southern Cameroons ~nd by the Leader of the

0Ppcsition in the Southern Cameroons House of Assembly to the effect that no

a~reement was reRChed before the fourteenth session of the General Asaembly

as to the alternatives to be put in the plebiscite and the qualifications

for voting in it, and th~lt a postponement of the plebiscite in the Southern

Cameroons to a later date would help to establish more favourable conditicns

for ascertaininp. the free~v expressed wishes o~ the population,

Noting the opinions expressed during ~he debate on this question at the

fourteenth session of the Gener~l ASsemb1y,lI

Noting the statements mAde by the Premier of theSouthern Cameroons And

by the Lender of the Oppo!'lition in t.he Southern Cameroons House of Assembly

at the S9$th meeting of the Fourth Committee on 7 October 1959,

1. De.cides. thAt the arrRngements for the plebi scite referred to in

General Assembly resolution 1350 (XIII) sh~ll begin on 30 September 1960, and

thnt t.he plE,b1 scUe shall be coneluded not later than March 1961;

2. Recommends that the tW0 questions to be put at the plpbtscite should be:

u(a) Do you wish to achieve indepf>ndence by joininl? the

independent Federation of Nigeria?

u(b) Do;vou wish to achieve independence by jo:ninl?: the

independent Republic of the Cpmeroons?U ;

3. Recommends that only persons born in the Southern Cameroons or one of

,,"'ose paren'!:,s was born in the Southern Cameroons should vote in the plebiscite;

4. Recommends t,hA.t the o\dministering Authority, in consultption with the

Government of the Southern Came't'oons, take steps to implement the separation of

the administration of the Southern Cameroons from that of the Federation of

Nigeria not later than 1 October 1960.

11 Official Records of the General Assemb1~, Fourteen&b Session, Fourth Commi}te~
SS5th to 899th and 901st to 903rd meetings.
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Southern Cameroons Plebiscite Order in Council, 1960
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Supplement to Southern Cameroons Gazette No. 46, Vol. 6,. 1st October, 1960-Part B

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

S.C.L.N. 53 of 1960
1960 No. 1655

WEST AFRICA

The Southern Cameroons Plebiscite Order in Council, 1960

Made ..
Laid before Parliament
Coming into Operation

12th September, 1960
16th September, 1960

1st October, 1960

At the Court at Balmoral, the 12th day of September, 1960

Present,

The Queen's Most Excellent Majesty in Council

Her Majesty, by virtue and in exercise of the powers in that behalf by
the Foreign Jurisdiction Act, 1890(a), or otherwise in Her vested, is
pleased, by and with the advice of Her Privy Council, to order, and
it is hereby ordered, as follows I

1.-(1) This Order may be cited as the Southern Cameroons Plebiscite
Order in Council,1960, and shall come into operation on the 1st day
of October, 1960.
• (2) This Order shall be construed as one with the Southern Cameroons

(Constitution) Order in Council, 1960.
C=) The Commissioner of the Southern Cameroons shall not be obliged

to consult with the Executive Council of the Southern Cameroons in the
exercise of any function conferred on him by or under this Order.

2.-(1) There shall be a plebiscite in the Southern Cameroons for the
purpose of ascertaining the wishes of the Southern Cameroons as to
the status of the Southern Cameroons upon the relinquishment by Her
Majesty's Governm.ent in the United Kingdom of their responsibility
for the government thereof,and for that purpose the following ques
tions shall be put in the plebiscite, that is to say:

"ea) Do you wish to achieve independeDce by joining the inde
pendent Federation of Nigeria?

(b) Do you wish to achieve independence by joining the inde
pendent Republic of the Cameroons1"

(2) The plebiscite shall be held on a day or days to be fixed by the
Commissioner of the Southern Cameroons by notice published in the
Official Gazette of the Southern Cameroons, not being within the period
of twenty-eight days after the publication of the notice, and voting for
the purpose of the plebiscite shall take place during such hours as may
be specified in the notice.

3.-(1) For the purpose of this Order the Southern Cameroons shall
be divided into plebiscite districts.

(8) 53 & 54 Viet. c. 37.

Citation,
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(2) Each of the areas described in the first column of the Schedule
to this Order shall be a plebiscite district and shall be known by the name
specified in relation to it in the second column of the Schedule.

4.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this Ordert the Commissioner
of the Southern Cameroons may by regulation make provision for the
<i:on.dtict and organisation of the plebiscitet all matters incider.~al or
ailcIllary thereto, and generally for the purposes of this Order.

(2) Regulations made under this Article shall make provision I

(a) for the division of each plebiscite district into registration areas;
(b) for the time, place and manner in which persons may apply to

be registered as voters, for determining whether any applicant is
entitled to be registered as a voter and for an appeal against the
inclusion or exclusion of the name of any applicant in or from
the register by any person aggrieved thereby;

(c) for the procedure to be followed at the holding of the plebiscite,
including the manner in which votes shall be cast;

(d) for ascertaining and publishing the result of the voting that has
taken place in each registration area;

(e) for the lodging of petitions relating to any dispute concerning
the result of the voting in any registration area and for the time
and manner in which such petitions are heard and determined;

(f) for giving effect to any directions given under paragraph (2) of
Article 9 of this Order; and

(g) for the definition and trial of offences relating to the plebiscite
and the imposition of penalties therefor I

Provided that the penalty for any such offence shall not exceed
. a fine of £100 or a term of imprisonment of one year or both such
fine and imprisonment but may include disqualification of any
person convicted of the offence for membership of the House of As
sembly of the Southern Cameroons or of any Native Authority or
other local government body in the Southern Cameroons, or for
registration as an elector for elections of members of such House of
Assembly, Native Authority or other local government body.

(3) The power to make regulations conferred by this Article on the
Commissioner of the Southern Cameroons may be exercised by him at
any time after the 16th day of September, 1960, and until such time as
a Commissioner of the Southern Cameroons is appointed, the powers con
ferred on him by this paragraph may be exercised by the person for
the time being performing the functions of the office of Commissioner
of the Cameroons:

Provided that no regulations made under the powers conferred by
this paragraph shall come into operation before the commencement
of this Order.

5.-(1) A register of voters shall be prepared for each registratod
area, and every person whose name is included in the register for an
registration area shall, subject to the provisions of this Article, be entitle
to cast a vote in that registration area for the purpose of giving an affir
mative reply to one or other of the questions specified in paragraph
(1) of Article 2 of this Order:

I
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Provided that regulations made under Article 4 of this Order may
provide for certain persons or classes of person bein& per~itted to cast
their votes in registration areas other than those m whIch they are
registered.

(2) Every person-
(a) who is of the age of twenty-one years or upwards 'at the date of

his application ; and
(b) who was born in the Southern Cameroons or whose father or

mother was born in the Southern Cameroons
shall, subject to the provisions of this Article, be entitled on applica
tion to be registered as a votf~r-

(i) in the registration area in which he is resident at the date of his
application, or

(ii) if he is not, at that date, resident in the Southern Cameroons,
(a) in the registration area in which he was born, or
(b) if he was not born in the Southern Cameroons, in the

registration area in which his father was born or, if neither
he nor his father was born in the Southern Cameroons, in the
registration area in which his mother was born.

(3) Any question as to the place in which a person is resident for
the purposes of this Article shall be determined in accordance with
such rules as may be or prescribed by or under regulations made under
Article 4 of this Order.

(4) No person shall be entitled to be registered as a voter who, at the
date of his application to be so registered,-

(a) is under a sentence of death imposed on him by any court of
law or a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called)
exceeding six months imposed on him by such a court or sub
stituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed
on him by such a court I

(b) is adjudged or otherwise declared by competent authority to be
of unsound mind (by whatever name called) I

(c) is disqualified under any law for the time being in force in the
Southern Cameroons, the Northern Cameroons, the Republic of
the Cameroons or Nigeria from being registered as an elector
or from voting in an election by reason of his conviction for such
offences connected with elections as may be .prescribed by or
under regulations made under Article 4 of this Order ; or

(d) is subject to any disqualification referred to in sub-paragraph
(g) of paragraph (2) of Article 4 of this Order and imposed under
that sub-paragraph for an offence relating to the plebiscite.

(5) No person shall be entitled to be registered as a voter in the
plebiscite more than once or, subject to the provisions of Article 9 of
this Order, to vote more than once in the plebiscite.

6.-(1) There shall be a Plebiscite Administrator, who shall subject
to any directions given by the Commissioner of the Southern Ca~eroons
under paragraph (1) of Article 8 of this Order, be responsible for the
conduct and organisation of the plebiscite.

,(2) The Plebiscite Administrator shal~ be appointed by the Com
miSSIoner of the Southern Cameroons In pursuance of instructions
given by Her Majesty through a Secretary of State I

Appoint
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other officers.
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Provided that no person shall be appointed who is a native of the
Southern Cameroons or who is in the service of the Crown in respect
of the government of the Southern Cameroons or of the Northern
Cameroons or of Nigeria or of a Region of Nigeria or who is in the
service of the Government of the Repub~ic of the Cameroons.

(3) The Commissioner of the Southern Cameroons may, in Her
Majesty's name and on Her Majesty's behalf, constitute such other
offices as he may consider necessary for the purposes of this Order
and any regulations made thereunder, and appoint persons to those
offices and exercise disciplinary control over and dismiss persons
appointed to those offices.

(4) The Plebiscite Administrator and other officers appointed
under this Article shall hold their offices during Her Majesty's pleasure.

7.-(1) There shall be a Special Court or, if Her Majesty shall so
direct by instructions given to the Commissioner of the Southern
Cameroons through a Secretary of State, two or more Special Courts.,
which shall hear and determine petitions for which provision is made
by regulations made under sub-paragraph (e) of paragraph (2) of
Article 4 of this Order.

(2) A Special Court shall consist of a judge, who shall be appointed
by the Commissioner of the Southern Cameroons in pursuance of in
structions given by Her Majesty through a Secretary of State I

Provided that no person shall be appointep. who is a native of the
Southern Cameroons or who is in the service of the Crown in respect
of the government of the Southern Cameroons or of the Northern Came
roons or of Nigeria or of a Region of Nigeria or who is in the service of
the Government of the Republic of the Cameroons.

(3) The judge of a Special Court shall hold his office during Her
Majesty's pleasure.

8.-(1) The Commissioner of the Southern Cameroons may give
the Plebiscite Administrator such directions with respect to the exercise
of his functions under this Order or any regulations made thereunder
as he may consider desirable ; and the Plebiscite Administrator shall
comply with those directions or shall cause them to be complied with.

(2) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (1) of this Article, the
Plebiscite Administrator may give the officers appointed under para- .
graph (3) of Article 6 of this Order such directions with respect to the
exercise of their functions under this Order or any regulations made
thereunder as he shall consider desirable; and those officers shall
comply with those directions or shall cause them to be complied with.

9.-(.\) The decision of a Special Court in respect of any petition
heard and determined by the Court, including the findings of the Court
upon the facts of the case, shall be transmitted to the Plebiscite Ad
ministrator.

(2) The Plebiscite Administrator may, if he considers it desirable
so to do in the light of any decision of a Special Court relating to any
dispute concerning the result of the voting in any plebiscite district,
declare that the result of the voting in that plebicsite district or any part
thereof is invalid, and direct that the voters in that plebiscite district or
any part thereof in respect of which such a declaration shall have been
made shall be given a further opportunity of voting for the purposes of
the plebisc;te.
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10. The Commissioner of the Southern Cameroons, the Plebiscite
Administrator, a Special Court and the officers appointed under para
graph (3) of Article 6 of this Order shall, in the exercise of their func
tions under this Order, consult wherever practicable and expedient
with the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner and other the persons
appointed to assist him in ob~er.ving the plebiscite on behalf of the
United Nations, and shall afford to the United Nations Plebiscite
Commissioner and all such other persons facilities for the due discharge
of their functions ; and the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner
and the aforesaid persons may make representations concerning the con
duct and organisation of the plebiscite to such persons and in such
manner as may be agreed between the Commissioner of the Southern
Cameroons and the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner.

11.-(1) All expenses properly incurred in respect of the conduct
and organisation of the plebiscite or otherwise for the purposes of this
Order or any regulation made thereunder, including (without prejudice
to the generality of the foregoing provision) any expenses incurred on
behalf of the Crown in any legal proceedings arising in connection with
the plebiscite, shall be a charge upon the Consolidated Revenue Fund
of the Southern Cameroons.

(2) The judge of a Special Court and the officers referred to in para
graph (3) of Article 6 of this Order may be paid such salaries and allow
ances as the Commissioner of the Southern Cameroons may direct,
and those salaries and allowances shall be a charge upon the Consolidated
Revenue Fund of the Southern Cameroons.

W. G. Agnew.

B 115
Facilities to
be afiorded
to United
Nations
Plebiscite
Com
missioner
and staff.

Expences
relating to
the
plebiscite.

Article 3 SCHEDULE

PLEAlSCITE DISTRICTS

Description of Area Name of Plebiscite District

J• Bakolle Clan, Bambuka, Bota,
Bimbia and Victoria Village
Groups.

2. Mungo Clan and Tiko Village
Group.

3. Buea, Bonjongo and Mutengene
Village Groups.

4. Balong Clan and Muea and
Lysoka Village Groups.

5. Eastern Area, Bassossi Group and
Bafaw-Balong Group.

6. Northern Bakundu Clan, North
Western Area and Balue Clan.

7. Mbonge Group, Southern Area
and Kumba Town.

8. South Western Area, Isangele
Group Bambuko Clan and Bai
Dieka Group.

9. Mamfe Town and Kembong

Victoria South West.

Victoria South East.

Victoria North West.

Victoria North East.

Kumba North East.

Kumba North West.

Kumba South East.

Kumba South West.

Mamfe West.
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Name of Plebiscite DistrIct

10, Overside (Assumbo, Mbulu, Memka,
Widekurn, Takamanda),

11. Banyang-Mbo
12. Bangwa-Mundani
13. Nsaw Clan Area ..
14. Ndop Clan Area .,
14. Bafut Clan Area ..
76. Ngemba Clan Area ..
17. Menemo, Ngie, and Ngwaw Clan

Areas.
18. Area of Bani Native Authority

and Mogharno Clan.
19. Fungom Clan Area ..
20. Aghem and Bum Clan Areas ..
21 . Kom Clan Area .. . .
22. Beba Befang and Essimbi Clan

Areas.
23. All villages in the Misaje and

Mbembe Group Areas.
24. All villages in the Kaka, Mbaw

and Mfumte Group Areas.
25. Tabenken, Binka, Tala, Bi, Kup,

Onchep, Saa, Kungi, Binshua,
Njap, Mbwat, Nkambe, Chup,

26. Ndu Village Group, Ngulla, Lu,
Ngarum, Taku, Sinna, Wat,
Mba, Nsop, Ntumbwa, Ntundip.

Mamfe North.

Mamfe South.
Mamfe East.
Bamenda North.
Bamenda East.
Bamenda Central West.
Bamenda Central East.
Bamenda West.

Bamenda South.

Wum North.
Wum Central.
Wum East.
Wum West.

Nkambe North.

Nkambe East.

Nkambe Central.

Nkambe South.

,---,-,--_._-------------------
EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This Note is not part of the Order hut is intended to indicate,
its general purport.)

This Order makes provision for the holding of a plebiscite in the
Southern Cameroons for the purpose of ascertaining whether the people
of the Southern Cameroons would prefer, upon the relinquishment by
Her Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom of their respon·
sibility for the government of the Southern Cameroons, that the Southern
Cameroons should achieve independence by joining the independten
Federation of Nigeria or by joining the independent Republic of the
Cameroons.

I
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ANNEX V. Soutnern Cameroons Plebiscite (Registration)
Regulations, 1960

S.C.L.N. 54 of 1960

SOUTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE ORDER
IN COUNCIL 1960

Southern Cameroons Plebiscite (Registration) Regulations, 1960

Commencement : 1st October, 1960

In exercise of the powers conferred by Article 4 of the Southern Cameroons Plebiscite
Order in Council, 1960, the Commissioner of the Southern Cameroons has made
the following regulatlons-

PART T
PRELIMINARY

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Southern Cameroons Plebi
scite (Registration) Regulations, 1960.

2. In these regulations-

"Assistant Registration Officer" means a person appointed as such
under paragraph (3) of Article 6 of the Order ;

•• the Order" means the Southern Cameroons Plebiscite Order in
Council, 1960 ;

" the Plebiscite Administrator" means the person appointed under
paragraph (2) of Article 6 of the order to be responsible for the con
duct of the plebiscite;

" plebiscite district" means any plebiscite district established by
Article 3 of the Order ;

" register" means a register of voters prepared under Article 5 of
the Order;

" registration area "means a registration area established under
regulation 3 ;

" Registration Officer" means a person appointed as such under
paragraph (3) of Article 6 of the Order ;

Citation.

Interpreta
tion.

S.C.L.N.
53 of 1960.

" Revising Officer "means a person appointed as such under para
graph (3) of Article 6 of the Order ;

3. Subject to any general or specific directions which the Plebiscite Registration
Administrator may from time to time give in that behalf a registration areas.
officer shall divide any plebiscite district in respect of which he is to
exercise his functions into such registration areas as he may deem necessary.

4.-(1) Each register shall contain a section for each registration area Form of
in the plebiscite district to which it relates. register.

7051-2
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(2) Each register shall be prepared in a numerical order in such form
as the Plebiscite Administrator shall decide and shall show in respect of
each person-

(a) a first name and a second or such other additional names by which
the person may be known ; and

(b) an address in the registration area in respect of which the person
is registered ;

and no person shall be entered on the register under a single name or
without such an address.

5.-(1) The Plebiscite Administrator or such person as he may direct
shall appoint in respect of each registration area such place as he shall
think fit to be the registration office and such office shall be in the charge
of the Registration officer for the registration area.

(2) The Registration Officer or an Assistant Registration Officer on
his behalf shall attend for the transaction of business at the registra
tion office and at such other places upon such days and at such hours
as the Plebiscite Administrator or such person as he may direct shall
appoint.

PART II
PREPARATION OF PRELIMINARY LIST

6. On or before the 26th October, 1960, the Plebiscite Administrator
shall cause notice to be given in each plebiscite district of the manner
in which and the place at which claims for registration as a voter in the
plebiscite may be made ;

Provided that the Plebiscite Administrator may at any time cause notice
to be given in a plebiscite district of such further places as he may think
necessary as places at which claims for registration in that district may
be made.

7.-(1) Any person who is entitled to be registered as a voter in the
plebiscite may submit a claim to be registered as a voter in Form A in
the First Schedule.

(2) A claim under this regulation shall be submitted to the Registration
Officer or Assistant Registration Officer of the registration area in which
the applicant claims to be registered not earlier than the 26th October,
1960, and not later than the 22nd November, 1960.

(3) (a) A person making a claim to be registered as a voter under this
regulation shall attend before the Registration Officer or Assistant
Registration Officer and deliver the prescribed form to him.

(b) If the claimant is illiterate he shall, when attending before the
Registration Officer or Assistant Registration Officer be entitled to
be accompanied by a person of his choice who is literate.

(4) The Registration Officer or Assistant Registration Officer shall
read aloud the name, description and address of the claimant shown
on the prescribed fonn and, if the prescribed form is duly completed
and if he has no reason to suspect its accuracy or the validity of the
claim, he shall accept the claim I

I
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Provided that where the Registration Officer or Assistant Registration
Officer is of opinion that the claimant does not reside in the Southern
Cameroons, he shall not accept the claim unless it is proved to his satis
faction that the claimant or his father or mother was born in a part of
i:he territories comprised in the Southern Cameroons.

(5) When the Registration Officer or Assistant Registration Officer
has accepted a claim under this regulation he shall issue to the claimant
a registration card numbered in such manner as the Plebiscite Adminis
trator shall decide.

(6) The registration card shall be retained by the claimant for the pur
pose of production at the time of voting.

(7) If it is proved to the satisfaction of the Registration Officer that
a registration card is lost or destroyed he may issue a duplicate in
replacement thereof I

Provided that the Plebiscite Administrator may prescribe a time at
which or a period during which applications in respect of lost or destroyed
registration cards shall be considered.

(8) A person's residence for the purpose of this regulation shaH be Second
determined by reference to all the facts of the case and in particular by Schedule.
reference to the rules contained in the Second Schedule.

8.-(1) After the last day for making a claim under regulation 7 the Preliminary
Plebiscite Administrator shall prepare and publish a list, to be called the List.
preliminary list of voters, which s.hall contain the names and addresses
of the persons whose claims under regulation 7 were accepted and shall
be arranged in the manner provided by re/Sulation 4.

(2) The preliminary list shall be published not later than the 27th
December, 1960, and the manner of publication shall be by displaying
copies of the whole or part thereof at any native or customary court
having jurisdiction within the plebiscite district to which such list relates
and at such other place or places in the plebiscite district as the Plebiscite
Administrator may think fit.

(3) The Plebiscite Administrator shall publish notices in each plebiscite
district which shall state- .

(a) the places where the preliminary list may be inspected ;
(b) the manner in which claims for registration or applications for

transfer or objections may be made;
(c) the last day for making such claims, applications or objections.

(4) A copy of the preliminary list shall be made available for inspection
by members of the public during normal office hours at the office of the
Plebiscite Administrator for a period of 30 days after its first publication.

(5) The Plebiscite Administrator shall make available such number
of copies of the preliminary list for sale to members of the public as he
shall consider desirable and practicable and shall prescribe such fee as
the price thereof as he thinks reaEonable.
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PART III
REVISION OF PRELIMINARY LIST

9.- (l) Every person whose name does not appear in the preliminary
list and who submitted a claim under regulation 7 may within 15 days
of the first publication of the preliminary list apply in Form B in the
First Schedule to be registered as a voter.

(2) A claim under this regulation shall be delivered by the claimant
in person to the Registration Officer in charge of the registration area
in which the claim under regulation 7 was submitted.

10.-(1) Any person whose name appears on the preliminary list
for the plebiscite district under a section which relates to a registration
area other than the registration area in respect of which he applied to
be registered may apply to the Registration Officer within 15 days of
the first publication of the preliminary list in Form C in the First Sche
dule to have his name transferred to the section which relates to the
registration area in respect of which he applied to be registered, and such
application shall be delivered by the applicant in person to the Registration
Officer.

(2) Nothing in this regulation shall entitle a person to apply for trans
fer to the register of another plebiscite district.

11.-(1) Every person whose name appears in the preliminary list
may object to any other person whose name appears therein--

(a) as not being entitled to have his name on the register for the plebis
cite district ; or

(b) as not being entitled to be registered in a registration area to which
a section of the register relates.

(2) A person objecting shall give notice of his objection to the Regis
tration Officer within 15 days of the publication of the preliminary list
in Form D in the First Schedule and shall deliver such form in person
to the Registration Officer.

12. Any claim, application or objection submitted to a Registration
Officer in accordance with regulation 9, 10 or 11 shall forthwith be
forwarded by the Registration Officer to a Revising Officer exercising
functions in respect of the preliminary list or part thereof to which the
claim, application or objection refers.

13.-(1) Each Revising Officer shall examine and determine all claims,
applications and objections forwarded to him in accordance with regu
lation 12.

(2) With respect to any objection made under regulation 11 the Revising
Officer, if he is satisfied that the grounds of the objection are established,
shall strike out the name of the person from the preliminary list I

Provided that the Revising Officer may, if he is satisfied that the person
objected to is entitled to be registered in another registration area of the
plebiscite district, transfer his name to the section of the preliminary list
which relates to that registration area.
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(3) Before striking out or transferring the name of a person under
paragraph (2) the Revising Officer shall give him an opportunity to be
heard with respect thereto.

(4) With respect to claims or applications under regulation 9 or 10,
the Revising Officer, if he is satisfied that the grounds of the claim or
application have been establisr.ed, shall enter the name of the claimant
in the preliminary list or transfer his name to another section thereof,
as the case may be.

(5) For the purpose of determining claims, applications and objections
the Revising Officer may receive such evidence as he may consider neces
sary and may administer oaths to all persons making claims, applications
or objections and to all witnesses called in respect of the claim, application
or objection.

14. (1) The Registration Officer shall make such additions and correc
tions in the preliminary list as are required-

(a) in order to carry out the decision on any claim, application or
objection ; or

(b) for the removal of duplicate entries; or
(c) for the expunging of the names of persons who are dead or dis-

qualified;
and shall also make such corrections as he thinks necessary and as are
practicable to ensure that no person is entered in the list who will be
registered in any other plebiscite district.

(2) Before the Registration Officer makes a correction in the preli
minary list otherwise than-

(a) in pursuance of a claim for registration or application for transfer
or an objection ; or

(b) for the purposes of correcting a clerical error; or
(c) expunging a duplicate entry of a name under a registration area,

he shall give notice to the person affected and give that person a reason
able opportunity of objecting to the proposed correction and if necessary
of being heard with respect thereto.

(3) For the purposes of paragraph (2) the notice shall be in writing
and may be served upon the person affected either by delivering it at his
address as shown on the preliminary list or by posting it up at the registra
tion office for the registration area under which the name of the person
appeared in the preliminary list.

15.-~1) Not later than the 26th January, 1961, the' Registration
Officer shall complete the corrections and additions to the preliminary
list in accordance with regulation 14 and shall cause the names therein
to be numbered in such manner as the Plebiscite Administrator may direct
and be shall then sign the list and forward it to the Plebiscite Administrator.

(2) The Plebiscite Administrator shall cause the list to be published,
with such alterations or amendments as he may consider necessary,
not later than the 10th February, 1961.

(3) At any time either before or after publication of the list, but not
later than the eighth day before the day of the plebiscite, the Plebiscite
Administrator may make any alteration or addition to the list necessary
in the compilation thereof.
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(4) The list when so published shall be the register of voters in the"
plebiscite district.

(5) A copy of the register shall be made available for inspection by
members of the public during normal office hours at the office of the
Registration Officer after its publication.

(6) The Plebiscite Administrator shall make available such number
of copies of the register for sale to members of the public as he shall
consider desirable and practicable and shall prescribe such fee as the
price thereof as he thinks reasonable.

PART IV

OFFENCES

16.-(1) If any person to whom this regulation applies, or who is for
the time being under a duty to discharge any of the functions of such a
person, is, without reasonable cause, guilty of any act or omission in
breach of his official duty, then he shall be liable on summary conviction
to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds or to imprisonment for a
period not exceeding six months, or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(2) The persons to whom this regulation applies are any Registration
Officer, Assistant Registration Officer, or Revising Officer and the ex-·
pression "official duty" shall for the purposes of this regulation be
construed accordingly, but shall not include duties imposed otherwise
than by these regulations.

(3) Where a prosecution for an offence against this regulation is insti
tuted by a private prosecutor the court having cognisance of the case may
order such prosecutor to give security for such costs as may become
payable to the accuswd person for such amount and in such manner as
to the court may seem fit, and in the event of failure to comply with such·
order the court shall discharge the accused person.

(4) In this regulation "private prosecutor" has the meaning assigned
to it in section 255 of the Criminal Procedure Ordinance.

17. Any person who-

(a) without lawful authority destroys, multilates, defaces or removes
or makes any alteration in, any notice or document required to be made
under the provisions of these regulations; or

(b) wilfully and knowingly gives false information or makes a false
statement in relation to any claim or application to have his name placed
on or retained in a register, or transferred to any portion of a register; or

(c) publishes any statament, rumour or report he knows or has reason
to believe is false for the purpose of preventing persons who are qualified
as voters from registering in accordance with these regulations; or

(d) makes in any register or document which he is required to prepare
or publish in accordance with these regulations, any statement or entry
which he knows to be false or does not believe to be true, shall be guilty
of an offence and shall be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred
pounds or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding twelve months
or to both such fine and imprisonment.

.I
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18. Every person who is convicted of an offence against paragraph (c)
of regulation 17 shall (in addition to any other punishment) be deemed
incapable, during a period of three years after the date of his conviction-

(a) of being registered as an elector or voting at any election in the
Southern Cameroons or

(b) of being eJected as a member of the House of Assembly of the
Southern Cameroons or of any Native Authority or other local
government body in the Southern Cameroons, or, if elected
before his conviction, of retaining his seat.
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FIRST SCHEDULE

SOUTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE
FORM A

( Regulation 7)
Registration No ..

(to be filled in by the Registration O.l]iee/')

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION

To the Registration Officer of .

I. , '" of .

Occupation hereby claim to be

registered as a voter in the plebiscite district of ..

in respect of registration area.

nECLARE as follows:

(I) I am 21 years of age or over.

::'(2) I \vas born at in the ..
Division of the Southern Cameroons. .

*(3) My Father was born at in the ..
Division of the Southern Cameroons.

t,'(4) My Mother was born at in the ..
Division of the Southern Cameroons.

(5) 1 am not disqualified from being registered.

(6) I have not applied to be registered in another plebiscite district or registration
area.

DATED the day of 1960

........ tt .to •••••• , •••••••••••••• '0' •••••••••••••..••

Claimant

~otcs on Form A

Signature of witness to
thumb print impression

The following notes should be read before this form is completed:

1. A person claiming to be registered must present his application to the Registration Officer in the
registration area where he resides or in the registration area where he is otherwise entitled to be
registered.

2. The applicant must insert TWO or more names by which he is known and his qualifying address
otherwise his application will be refused.

3. Making a fal~c declaration on this form is an offence punishable with a fine of one hundred pounds
or a year's imprisonment.

'* Strike out items not applicable.

l
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SECOND SCHEDULE

(Regulation 7 (8))

RULES AS TO THE" R'ESI])ENCE OF ELECTORS

]. The place of residence of a person is usually that place which has always or generally
been his home, or which he has adopted as his home or where he is generally employed.

2. Where a person usually sleeps in one place and has his meals or is employed in
another place, his place of residence will be where he sleeps.

3. For the purpose of these rules it will be assumed that a person can have only one
place of residence and that it cannot be lost until it is replaced by another.

4. Temporary absence does not cause a loss, and an absence of less than six months,
or which is anticipated to be less than six months, will be regarded as temporary if the
intention is to resume actual residence within that period.

MADE at Buea the Jst day of October, 1960.

By His Honour's Command.

KENNETH B. SCOTT,
Secretary 10 the Commssioner
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SOUTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE

FORM B

(Regulation 9)

SECOND APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION

To the Registration Officer of '" " ~

1, hereby claim to be registered as.

. I b' . d' . .a voter 111 p e IScIte Istnct 10. respect

of rcgistratio~ area.

I DECLARE that I

). r submitted a claim to be registered in the above plebiscite district and regis-·
tration area and that the claim was/was not accepted.

2. My name does not appear on the preliminary list for the above plebiscite
district.

3. I am qualified and not disqualified to be registered as a voter.

DATED this day of )9 ..

••••••••••••••••• I •••••••• I ••••••••••• I .

Claimant

•••••••••••••••• '011.0'0 ••••••••••••• , ..

Signature of witness to
thumb print impression

NOTE .-An application for registration on this Form should only be made by persons who claim to
have applied to be rqistered before publication of the preliminary list.

* Strike out words which do not apply.

. I
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SOUTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE

FORM C

(Regulation 10)

APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER OF A NAME ON
PRELIMINARY LIST

To the Registration Officer of .
plebiscite district.

I, ~ , " "t""I""""."I""" -'t of ,.. , I., •••• · .•••••...•.• i •••••••••

being a person whose name appears in the preliminary list of voters for the .

...... plebiscite district in respect of

............ '" " registration area hereby apply to

have my name transferred to the section of the register which relates to .
registration area.

DATED this ,. day of 19 .

'" ••••••••• '" '" 't' '" fl. "" I ••••••••••••••••••••

Applicant

"1 't. II' ••••••••••••••• I" '" •••••••••••••• , ••• '"

Signature of lI'itness' to
thumb print impression

NOTE.-Applications should not be made on this Form for transfer except by persons whose names
appear under a different registration area from that in which they applied to be registered.
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SOUTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE

.FORM 0

(Regulation It)

NOTICE OF OBJECTION TO NAME IN ]>REUMINARY LIST

To the Registration ()fficer of " ..
plebisci te district.

I, ,' ' 1,. 10' ., .••••••••••••••• of 1,.'.,' •••••••••• ,., ••••••••• , ••••••• "' ••••• ' ••

being a person whose name appears in the preliminary list of voters for the ..

............... . , ,.. , , ,.. plebiscite district hereby give

you notice that I object to the name of..................... of ..

............................................. being retained in the said list of voters on the following
grounds:

*( I) That the person objected to is not qualified to have his name on the list.

~'(2) Til'll the person objected to is disqualified.

'~(3) That the person objected to is dead.

*(4) That the person objected to is not entitled to register in the registration area
under which his name appears on the list.

DATED this day of 19 .

1'11" '0. '11." tl. I, •• 1, •• t ." •••••••••••• _ , •••••••

Objector.

Signatu re of lI'itness to
thumb print impression

• Strike Ollt whichever is not applicable.
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ANNEX VI. Southern Cameroons Plebiscite (Registration) (Amendment)
Regulations, 1960

B 219

Supplement to Southern Cameroons Gazette No. 53, Vol. 6, 7th November, 1960-Part B

S.C.L.N. 67 ()f 1960

SOUTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE ORDER
IN COUNCIL, 1960

Southern Cameroons Plebiscite (Registration) (Amendment)
Regulations, 1960

Date o/Commencement: 1st October, 1960

In exercise of the powers conferred by Article 4 of the Southern Cameroons Plebiscite
Order in Council, 1960, the Commissioner of tile Southern Cameroons has made the follow
ing regulations :-

1. These regulations may be cited as the Southern Cameroons Pleb~s

cite (Registration)(AmenQJment) Regulations, 1960, and shall be deemed
to have come into force on the first day of October, 1960.

2. Regulation 7 of the Southern Cameroons Plebiscite (Registration)
Regulations, 1960, (hereinafter called the principal regulations) is amended
by adding thereto the following new paragraphs-

"(9) At any time prior" to the publication of the preliminary list the
Registration Officer may make such corrections as may be necessary in
order to· correct clerical errors and to include in the list the names of
persons who have been wrongly refused registration by Assistant Regis
tration Officers and to include the names of persons who by reason of
their duties in connection with the registration have been prevented from
registering themselves.

(10) The Plebiscite Administrator may, in consultation with the United
Nations Plebiscite Commissioner if practicable or if impracticable with
the most senior member of the staff of the United Nations Plebiscite
Commissioner available, extend the period or appoint a further period
within which claims to be registered may be made in any registration
area."

3. Regulation 11 of the principal regulations is amended by substituting
therefor the following regulations 1-

"Obj~tions. II. (1) Every person whose name appears in the preliminary
sec~!ltYf for lis, for a particular registr~,ion area may object to any other
cos",- 0 h th .pllimaJacie petson w ose name appears erem
v~ti~us or
friyol,?us (a) as not being entitled to be registered as a voter; or
obJections.

(b) as not being entitled to be registered in the registra
tion a~ea.

(2) A person 9bjecting shall give notice of his objection to
the Registration Officer within 15 c'ays of the publication of
the preliminary list in Form D in the First Schedule and shall
deliver such form in person to the Registration Officer.

(3) At the time of giving notice of any objection or within
such time as the Rej;tistration Officer may order, if it appears

Citation and
Commence
ment.

Amendment
of regulation
7.
S.C.L.N. S4
of 1960.

Amendment
of regulation
11.
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prima facie to the Registration Officer that the objection is
vexatious or frivolous, the Registration Officer may, in his
discretion, order the person delivering the notice to give
security for the payment of such costs, charges and expenses
as may become payable by him to any person objected to.

(4) The security shall be of such amount (not exceeding
one pound in respect of each notice) as the Registration Officer
may order and shall be deposited in cash and in the event of
any failure to comply with such order no further proceedings
shall be had on the objection".

4. Regulations 13, 14 and 15 of the principal regulations are hereby
amended by substituting therefor the following regulations-

':Determi!1a- 13. (1) Each Revising Officer shall examine and determine
tlOnl?f~.alms'in public all claims, applications and objections forwarded
:~~ lca Ions to him in accordance with regulation 12 and his decision there
objectionfi. on shall be final.

(2) A Revising Officer while determining any matter in
public in accordance with the provisions of paragraph (1)
shall have all the powers of a magistrate in respect of an
offence committed in his presence and shall have all the pro
tection of section 112 of the Magistrates' Courts (Southern
Cameroons) Law, 1955.

(3) With respect to any objection made under regulation 11
the Revising Officer, if satisfied that the grounds of the objec
tion are established, shall strike out the name of the person
from the preliminary list I provided that the Revising Officer
may, if he is satisfied that the person objected to is entitled to
be registered, in another registration area of the plebiscite
district, transfer his name to the section of the preliminary
list which relates to that registration area.

(4) Before striking out or transferring the name of a person
under paragraph (3) the Revising Officer shall give notice to
the person affected and give that person a reasonable oppor
tunity to be heard with re~pect thereto.

(5) With respect to claims or applications under regulation
9 or 10, the Revising Officer, if he is satisfied that the grounds
of the claim or application have been established, shall enter
the name of the claimant in the preliminary list or transfer
his name to another section thereof, as the case may be.

(6) For the purpose of determining claims, applications
and objections the Revising Officer may receive such evidence
as he may consider necessary and may administer oaths to all
persons making claims, applications or objection,s and to all
witnesses called in respect of any claim, application or objec
tion.

(7) For the purposes of paragraph (4) the notice shall be
in writing and shall be served upon the person affected per
sonally or, if personal service be impracticable, either by

I
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delivering it at his address as shown on the preliminary list
or by posting it up at the registration office for the registration
area under which the name of the person appeared in the
preliminary list.

(8) Costs not exceeding one pound of and incidental to the
determination of any objection shall, if the Revising Officer
so orders, be defrayed by the parties in such manner and in
such proportions as the Revising Officer may determine.

(9) All costs ordered to be paid by any person may be
levied by distress, seizure and sale of the movable and im
movable property of the person making default in payment
and the provisions of the Sheriffs and Civil Process Ordinance
shall apply to any order for costs made under paragraph (8)
of this regulation as though such order were an order of the
High Court or of the Court of a Magistrate.

Cor~cc.tion of 14. The Revising Officer shall make such additions and

l~rethmmary corrections in the preliminary list as are required
IS •

(a) for the purpose of correcting clerical errors ; and

(b) for the removal of duplicate entries.
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15. (1) Not later than 26th January, 1961, the Revising
Officer shall complete the corrections and additions to the
preliminary list in accordance with regulations 13 and 14 and
shall cause the names therein to be numbered in such manner

'as the Plebiscite Administrator may direct and he shall then
sign the list and forward it to the Plebiscite Administrator or
such person as may be designated by the Plebiscite Adminis
trator.

(2) The Plebiscite Administrator shall cause the list to be
published in the manner prescribed in regulation 8(2) not
later than 10th February, 1961.

(3) At any time either before or after publication of the list,
but not later than the eighth day before the day of the plebis
cite, the Plebiscite Administrator may cause any alteration,
amendment or addition to be made to the list necessary in the
compilation thereof to correct any clerical error.

(4) The list when so published shall be the register of voters
in the plebiscite district.

(5) A copy of the register shall be made available for inspec
tion by members of the public during normal office hours at
the office of the 'Registration Officer after its publication.

(6) The Plebiscite Administrator shall make available such
number of copies of the register for sale to members of the
public as he shall consider desirable and practicable and shall
prescribe such fee as the price thereof as he thinks reasonable ".
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5. The following paragraph is substituted for paragraph (b) of regu
lation 17 of the principal regulations-

"(b) wilfully and knowingly gives false information or makes a
false statement in relation to any claim, application or objection made'
under these regulations ; or".

MADE at Buea this 5th day of Nov~mbcr, 1960.

By His Honour's Command,

KENNETH B. SCOTT,
Secretary to the Commissioner

I
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ANNEX VII. Instructions to Assistant Registration
Officers

SOUTHERN CAMEROONS

PLEBISCITE

Instructions to

Assistant Registration

Officers

Printed by the Authority ofthe Ullited Kingdom
Plebiscite Administrator, Buea.

~.../~~
-~~~ ~ ......'>-
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SOUTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE

INSTRUCTIONS TO ASSISTANT REGISTRATION OFFICERS

Mr .

You have been appointed to act as an Assistant Registration
Officer for the purpose of registering voters for the forthcoming
Plebiscite in the Southern Cameroons on the terms stated in your
letter of appointment. This is an extremely important duty, which
you must carry out with accuracy and thoroughness.

2. You will work under the instruction ofa Registration Officer,
who will be the Plebiscite Supervisory Officer for the Plebiscite
District in which you will be employed. You will receive your
instructions from him and you will be required to carry out your
instructions exactly.

3. The purpose of the organisation of which you form a
member is to register the maximum number of people entitled to
vote in the Plebiscite, and all your activities should be directed to
this end. The instructions which follow are designed to explain the
qualifications for registration, and to bring to your attention the
things you must do before, during and after the registration period.
They will be fully explained to you during the training in your duties
which you will receive and you must make quite sure that you
understand them perfectly.

PERSONS WHO MAY REGISTER
4. The qualifications for registration as a voter in the Southern

Cameroons Plebiscite are contained in Article 5 (2) of the Southern
Cameroons Plebiscite Order in Council, 1960. See Appendix Onc,
which you should study.

5. Note from Appendix One that a person is entitled to
register as a voter in the Plebisci!~ who-

(a) is of the age of 21 yea"'s or over at the date of his applica
tion; and

(b) who was born in the Southern Cameroons; or
(e) if he himself was not born in the Southern Cameroons,

whose father was born in the Southern Cameroons; or
(d) if neither he nor his father was born in the Southern Came

roons, whose mother was born in the Southern Cameroons.

I
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6. Note also that a person who has the above qualifications is
only entitled to be registered as a voter in the Plebiscite in his correct
registration area, namely-

(a) in the registration area in which he is resident at the date of
his application; or

(b) if he is not, at that date, resident in the Southern Came
roons, in the registration area in which he was born; or

(c) ifhe was not bor:- in the Southern Cameroons, in the regis
tration area in which his father was born; or

(d) if neither he nor his father was born in the SQuthern
Cameroons, in the registration area in which his mother
was born.

PERSONS WHO MAY NOT REGISTER

7. No person is entitled to be registered as a voter, in the
Plebiscite who-

(a) at the date of his application is under the age of 21 years;
or

(b) was not born in the Southern Cameroons, and neither his
father nor his mother was born in the Southern Cameroons.

8. In addition to the above, certain disqualifications are con
tained in Article 5 (3) of the Southern Cameroons Plebiscite Order
in Council, 1960. See Appendix Two.

9. ~ote from Appendix Two that the following persons are
not-entitled to be registered as voters, no matter what their ages or......
where they were born-

(a) Anyone who is under a sentence of death or a sentence of
imprisonment exceeding six months imposed on him by a
court of law;

(b) anyone declared by a competent authority to be of unsound
mind;

(c) anyone who is disqualified under any law for the time being
in force in the Southern Cameroons, the Northern Came
roons, the Republic of the Cameroons or the Federation
of Nigeria from being registered as an elector or from
voting in an election by reason of his conviction for such
offences connected with elections as may be prescribed by
regulations relating to the Plebiscite.

10. No person is entitled to be registered as a voter in the
Ple\:>iscite more than once.
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SUBMISSION OF C JAIMS TO BE REGISTERED
AS A VOTER

11. The manner in which a claim to be registered as a voter
in the Plebiscite may be made is laid down in Part I I of the Southern
Cameroons Plebiscite (Registration) Regulations, 1960. See Ap
pendix Three, which you should stu~y.

12. Note from Appendix Three that-
(a) a claim to be registered needs to be supported by a written

application form;
(b) this has to be delivered to you by the applicant in person

in the registration area in which the applicant claims to be
entitled to be registered; and

(c) if the applicant is illiterate he may be accompanied by a
person of his choice who is literate.

RULES AS TO THE RESIDENCE OF VOTERS

13. In deciding where a person is resident you will be guided
by the Rules which are contained in the Second Schedule to the
Southern Cameroons Plebiscite (Registration) Regulations, 1960.
See Appendix Four, which you should study.
_ 14. Note in Appendix Four that the place of residence of a
person is his home, or the place where he is generally employed, and
that where a person usually sleeps in one place and has his meals or
is employed in another place, his place of residence is where he sleeps.

15. You should clearly understand that "residence" does not
of itself determine whether a person can register but only where he
may register. Thus a person need not reside in the Southern Came
roons in order to register, provided that he or his father or his mother
was born there. The following will help you to decide individual
cases-

(1) An applicant for registration who was born and resides in
the Southern Cameroons should be registeredin the registra
tion area in which he resides at the date of his application.

(2) An applicant for registration who was born in the Southern
Cameroons but does not reside in the Southern Cameroons
should be registered in the registration area in which he was
born.

(3) An applicant for registration who was not born in and docs
not reside in the Southern Cameroons should be registered
in the registration area in which his father was born; and if

I
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his father was not born in the Southern Cameroons, he
should be registered in the registration area in which his
mother was born. .

(4) If an applicant for registration was not born in the South
ern Cameroons, and neither his father nor his mother was
born in the Southern Cameroons, he is not entitled to be
registered even though he resides in the Southern Came
roons.

16. You will note that Regulation 7 (4) in Appendix Three
provides that "where the Registration Officer (or Assistant Registra
tion Officer) is of the opinion that the claimant does not reside in
the Southern Cameroons, he shall not accept the claim unless it is
proved to his satisfaction that the claimant or his father or his
mother was born in a part of the territories comprised in the South
ern Cameroons". If you believe the applicant does not reside in the
Southern Cameroons, he should bring proof to satisfy you that he
Was born in the area in which you are cOllducting registration, or
that his father or, failing him, .his mother was born in that area.
Proof might be in writing, e.g., a birth certificate, a marriage certi
ficate, an affidavit sworn before a Commissioner of Oaths; or it
might be by word of mouth, e.g., the statement of a person of good
standing and repute in the community. In satisfying yourself as to
an applicant's claim concerning the place vf birth of himself or his
parents, you are not empowered to administer an oath or act as a
court of law. If you are not satisfied by the evidence you should
return the form, writing on the back of it, "Rejected-not resident
in the Southern Cameroons and no satisfactory evidence that he or his
father or mother was born in the area", sign it, -hand back the form
and tell the applicant he may claim again if he so wishes when the
Preliminary List is published.

17. If a person resides in the area in which you are conducting
registration at the date of application and declares he was born in the
Southern Cameroons and you have no reason to doubt the validity
of his claim, you should register him. .

18. If his place of residence is in another registration area or
plebiscite district, you should direct him to (he correct place to apply
for registration. Ifhe does not accept your ruling that his residence
is not in the registration area in which you are conducting registra
tion, you must write on the back of his completed registration form
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the words, "Rejected-qot resident in area", sign your name, hand
the form back to the applicant and tell him that he can make a
claim when the Preliminary List is published.

AGE OF APPLICANT

19. When a person comes before you to register and he is
obviously below the age of 21, you must tell him he is not entitled to
be registered. If there is any doubt as to whether or not the appli
cant is 2 I years ofage, yeu should ask him to declare in public that he
is, so that everyone present can hear, and if he so declares you should
accept his application. If he refuses to declare that he is 21 years
ofage or over, you should write on the back ofhis application form,
"Rejected- under age", sign your name, hand the form back to the
applicant and tell him that he can make a claim when the Preliminary
List is published.

RECORDING APPLICATIONS TO REGISTER

20. A separate register wiU be prepared for each plebiscite
district with a section for each registration area. The plebiscite
district will be identified by a number, as shown in the first column ,
in the Schedule to the Southern Cameroons Plebiscite Order in \.t.)

Council, 1960, of which you wiH be informed by the Registration
Officer. Each registration area is identified by a letter. Letters wiU
be allocated to the registration areas by the Registration Officer and
if the areas exceed 26 he will aJIocate two letters, e.g., AA, AB, AC,
AD, etc.

21. A registration area may be subdivided to give sub-units of
a convenient size, e.g., a quarter, or viHage or group of hamlets.
Each sub-unit will be given a number. Within the sub-units the
names of the voters will be arranged according to the initial letter
of their surnames, i.e., all surnames beginning with the letter A will
form the first group, foJIowed by all those beginning with B and so
on.

22. Within these letter groups the names will be arranged
numerically in the order in which their applications for registration
are received and the persons registering wiU be allocated a number
accordingly, i.e., the first applicant to be entered under the letter "A"
in any sub-unit will be given the number I, the second person the
number 2, and so on. Similarly, the first applicant to be entered
under the letter "B" will be given the number 1, and under each
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letter the numbering will start from 1. Thus, a person registering
will be identified by:

(i) A NUMBER to indicate the PLEBISCITE DISTRICT.
(ii) A LETTER to indicate the REGISTRATION AREA.
(iii) A NUMBER to indicate the sub-unit within the registra

tion area, i.e., village or quarter.
(iv) A LETTER to indicate the alphabetical part of the sub

unit in which the name of the person registering has been
entered.

(v) A NUMBER to indicate the individual entry.

23. You will have been provided with two folders for each
of the sub-units in the registration are~ and some additional ones
in case it is found that a section of the area has not been covered,
e.g., in the case of a new settlement. For each sub-unit you should
write on the cover of a folder: "Applications to Register (Form A)
Received"•
Plebiscite District (name) (number)
Registration Area ...................................." (letter)
Sub-unit ...................................." (number)

24. On the cover of another folder you will enter the same
details but head it, "Registration Sheets". In this folder you will
put loose registration sheets. These sheets will be headed:

Plebiscite District (number)
Registration Area (letter)
Sub-unit (Village or Quarter) (number)
Alphabetical Surnames (letter)

Names of Voter Address (Village Occupation
or Quarter)

Ande, Thomas Ndoh Farmer
Ado, Boma Ndoh Wine Tapper
Aro, George Ndoh Trader

You should complete the headings and put a sheet in your
folder for each letter of the alphabet, giving it a letter A, B, C, and
so on. When the entries for a letter fill a sheet you should put in
the folder another sheet next to it. On accepting .a registratioI,l
form you must enter the particulars (name, address and occupation)
on the approprhite registration sheet in the Registration Sheets
folder under the last name and give it the next number. Above you
will see an example of the first three under A.

25. After you have made the entries on the registration sheet
you must write on the top right-hand corner of the Application to
Register form the code number and letters (Plebiscite District
number, Registration Area letter, Sub-unit number, Alphabetical
Surname letter and serial number). The form is then filed in the
"Applications to Register (Form A) Received" folder.

26. Next, fill in a registration card with the code number and
letters, e.g.,

Plebiscite Registration Sub-unit Alphabetical Serial
District Area Surname letter No.

3 C 5 A 3
Below the code numbers and letters you will write the name of the
applicant, sign it, stamp it "S. Cameroons Plebiscite" and hand it to
the applicant, who, on receiving it, will have completed his regi~f"l

tion as a voter. You should instruct him to take good care of it and
produce it to the Polling Officer when registering his vote.

27. At the close of registration each day, and at the start of
registration each following day, you should read aloud the last
serial numbers of the registrations which you have recorded under
each letter of the alphabet. No registration should be done out of
official working hours.

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO BEFORE REGISTRATION BEGINS

28. Registration will begin in the Southern Cameroons on
the 26th October, 1960, and will continue until the 22nd November,
1960. Before this takes place, YOli should do the following :-

(i) Study these instructions very carefully, and make sure that
you understand them thoroughly. You should also re'ld
the pamphlet about the Plebiscite and registration which
has been issued to the public.

(i;) Meet your Registration Officer at the times and places fixed
by him for the perpose of giving you further instructions
and training in yo ir duties, when you should ask questions
on points on whic 't you want information or guidance.

(iii) When you have re ;eived your instructions you should study
thoroughly the extent of the registration area or areas for
which you will be responsible and make sure that you know
which places you are to use as an office, where you are to
go, and which villages and hamlets you are to visit.

,
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(iv) Collect from the Registration Officer the materials and
items of equipment which you will need for conducting
registration.

(v) Obtain from the Registration Officer your registration
programme and the days and times at which you should be
at the registration office.

CONDUCT OF REGISTRATION

29. Your Registration Officer will have told you of the address
of your Registration Office, and of the days and hours at which it
must be open. If you are in a rural area, in addition to attending
at the Registration Office at the prescribed times, you will have to
tour throughout your Registration Area, visiting each village and
hamlet in turn to register voters. Your Registration Officer will
give you instructions as to your touring programme. Before you go
to a village s~nd word in advance that you are coming to start regis
tration and that you wish to see everybody who is over 21 who wants
to register as a voter. Ensure that you take with you a sufficient
supply of Application to Register forms (Form A), and that you
have the folders for the sub-unit of the place to which you are going
and some spare ones in case people come to register who a.re not
in any existing sub-unit.

30. When you come to the place you are visiting, you should
select a public place, such as a court building or dispensary, or an
open shelter or verandah outside the Village Head's house, and set
up your temporary office there. Vou will give people who ask for
them Application to Register forms (Form A) to fill in, and you
should assist them in filling them in if they ask for help. You should
not give an applicant more than one form (except in replacement of
a damaged form) unless he is a family head who wants them for his
family, or a husband who wants one for his wife. If representatives
of political parties want large numbers of forms for their supporters
to fill in, they should apply to the Registration Officer, not to you.

31. Ifyou cannot complete all the registrations during the visit,
or in case people decide they wish to register after you have left, you
should let the people know the whereabouts of your permanent
registration office, and on what days and at what times it will be
open for the transaction of business.
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32. You should note carefully the following procedure:-

(a) A person wishing to register must attend in person and
apply for. registration on Form A. If he is illiterate
he may be accompanied by someone of his choice who is
literate.

(b) You must ascertain, as explained in paragraph 19 of these
instructions, whether t~e applicant is 21 years ofage or over.

(c) When you have satisfied yourself on this point, you must
then give the applicant, if he has not already got one, an
Application for Registration form (Form A).

(d) If you are satisfied that the applicant is eligible to register
in the area in which 'you are conducting registration, you
will read aloud from his application form (Form A) his
name, description and address and if the application form
is duly completed and you have no reason to suspect its
accuracy or validity, you will accept the claim.

(e) If you are of the opinion that the claimant does not reside
in the Southern Cameroons you must satisfy yourself that
the claimant or his father or his mother was born in the
Southern Cameroons (see paragraphs 5 and 13 -16 of these
instructions).

(f) If you think that an applicant resides in the Southel;n
Cameroons but in an area other than the one in which he
is applying for registration you should direct him to the
appropriate registration area (see paragraph 18 of these
instructions).

(g) When you have accepted the claim you will issue to the
claimant a registration card, completed as described in
paragraph 26 of these instructions, stamp it "S. Cameroons
Plebiscite", and direct the claimant to take good care of
it and present it when, in due course, he attends the polling
station to vote.

(h) When you have read aloud the contents of the application
form, as instructed in (d) above, and any person present
alleges that the information given by the applicant is false,
you must draw the attention of the applicant to the penalty
prescribed in Regulation 17 of £100 fine and 12 months.

I
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imprisonment for making a false statement. If the appli
cant still maintains that the information is correct, you must
accept the application and leave it to any person who so
wishes to make an objection within the time prescribed
after the publication of the Preliminary List.

WHAT YOU MUST DO AFTER REGISTRATION

33. As soon as the registration period is over you must ensure
that all files containing completed application forms are packed
separately ffom those which have not been used and they, together
with all supplies of stationery and other materials issued to you, are
to be returned to the Registration Officer in accordance with his
instructions.

GENERAL

34. The nature of your employment requires that you should
at all times be courteous and helpful to everybody with whom your
duties bring you in contact. It has already been stressed, in para
graph 3 above, that the object is to register the maximum number
of people entitled to vote in the Plebiscite, and' this should ~e the
guiding principle in all your work. Make sure you understand

'your instructions thoroughly, follow them precisely, keep your
records efficiently and neatly, and be as helpful as you can.
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APPENDIX ONE

ARTICLE 5 (2) OF THE SOUTHERN CAMEROONS

PLEBISCITE ORDER !N COUNCIL, 1960

Every person-

(a) who is of the age of twenty-one years or upwards at the
date of his application; a~d

(b) who was born in the Southern Cameroons or whose father
or mother was born in the Southern Cameroons

shall, subject to the provisions of this Article, be entitled on appli
cation to be registered as a voter-

(i) in the registration area in which he is resident at the date
of his application, or

(ii) if he is not, at that date, resident in the Southern Came
roons,

(a) in the registration area in which he was born, or

(b) if he was not born in the Southern Cameroons, in the
registration area in which his father was born or, if
neither he nor his father was born in the Southern
Cameroons, in the registration area in which his
mother was born.

I
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APPENDIX 'tWO

ARTICLE 5 (3) OF THE SOUTHERN CAMEROONS

PLEBISCITE ORDER IN COUNCIL, 1960

No person shall be entitled to be registered as a voter who, at
the date of his application to be registered-

(a) is under a sentence of death imposed on him by any court
of law or a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name
called) exceeding six months imposed on him by such a
court or substituted by competent authority for some other
sentence imposed on him by such a court;

b) is adjudged or otherwise d"eclared by competent authority
to be of unsound mind (by whatever name called);

(c) is disqualified under any law for the time being in force in
the Southern Cameroons, the Northern Cameroons, the
Republic of the Cameroons or the .Federation of Nigeria,
from being registered as an elector or from voting in an
election by reason of his conviction for such offences con
nected with elections as may be prescribed by or under
regulations made under Article 4 of this Order; or

(d) is subject to any disqualification referred to in sub-para
graph (g) of paragraph (2) of Article 4 of this Order and
imposed under that sub-paragraph for an offence relating
to the plebiscite.
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APPENDIX THREE

REGULATIONS 7 (1) TO (6) OF THE SOUTHERN
CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE (REGISTRATION)

REGULATIONS, 1960

7. (1) Any person who is entitled to be registered as a voter ill
the plebiscite may submit a claim to be registered as a voter in
Form A in the First Schedule.

(2) A claim under this regulation shall be submitted to the
Registration Officer or Assistant Registration Officer of the regis
tration area in which the applicant claims to be registered not earlier
than the 26th October, 1960, and not later than the 22nd November,
1960.

(3) (a) A person making a claim to be registered as a voter
under this regulation shall attend before the Registra
tion Officer or Assistant Registration Officer and
deliver the prescribed form to him.

(b) If the claimant is illiterate he shall, when attending
before the Registration Officer or Assistant Registra
tion Officer be entitled to be accompanied by a person
of his choice who is literate.

(4) The Registration Officer or Assistant Registration Officer
shall read aloud the name, description and address of the claimant
shown on the prescribed form and, if the prescribed form is duly
completed and if he has no reason to suspect its accuracy or the
validity of the claim, he shall accept the claim:

Provided that where the Registration Officer or Assistant Regis
tration Officer is of opinion that the claimant does not reside in the
Southern Cameroons, he shall not accept the claim unless it is proved
to his satisfaction that the claimant or his father or mother was
born in a part of the territories comprised in the Southern Came
roons.

(5) When the Registration Officer or Assistant Registration
Officer has accepted a claim under this regulation he shall issue to
the claimant a registration card numbered in such manner as the
Plebiscite Administrator shall decide.

(6) The registration card shall be retained by the claimant for
the purpose of production at the time of voting.

I
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APPENDIX FOUR

SOUTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE

(REGISTRATION) REGULATIONS, 1960

SECOND SCHEDULE

Regulation 7 (8)

RULES AS TO THE RESIDENCE OF VOTERS

1. The place ofresidence ofa person is usually that place which
has always or generally been his home, or which he has adopted as
his home or where he is generally employed.

2. Where a person usually sleeps in one place and has his
meals or is employed in another place, his place of residence will be
where he sleeps.

3. For the purpose of these rules it will be assumed that a
person can only have one place ofresidence and that it cannot be lost
until it is replaced by another.

4. Temporary absence does not cause a loss, and an absence
of less than six months, or which it is anticipated to be less than six
months, will be regarded as temporary if the intention is to resume
actual residence within that period.

•(X),

~



ANNEX VIII. Instructions to Revising Officers

Re~~ Noo PLEBo94/3

O~fice of the United Kingdom

Plebiscite Administrator,

Buea p Southern Cameroons.

14th December, 19600

1
12 cOPiesl10 copies

8 copies
10 copies

Wum/Nkarnbe
Bamenda

, Mam~e

, Kumba/victoria
II

II

11

11II

Assistant Plebiscite Administrator,
u H ;~.,

INSTRUCTIONS AND NOTES FOR REVISING OFFICERSr c·___ =- ..••._.. 'P • ..- .,~_ua~'''-:.''~__''''~

Attached are copies o~ Instructions and Notes fo~

ReVising O~~icers on the Determination of Olaims, Applications
and Objections for the guidance of Plebiscite Supervisory
O~f'icers who are appointed to be Revising Of~icerso

2. By a Notice which will be published in the next
O~ficial Gazette all the Plebiscite SuperVisory Officers have
been appointed to be Revising Of~icers for all registration
areas within the Southern Cameroons, so that it will be
possible to post them for service in this capacity wherever
revision work arises. I intend to do this with you personally
as soon as the number of claims, applic~tions and objections
in each plebiscite district is known.

3. It will be necessary to roneo a stock of the notices
shown as Appendix F to the Instructions and Notes for issue to
~evising Of~icers, and I shall be obliged if you will arrange
~or this to be done for issue to Revising Officers in your
Division.

H. CHILDS

Plebiscite Administratorc
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SOU THE R N CAM E ROO N S
P L E B I SCI T E

INSTRUCTIONS AND NOT~ FOR REVISING OFFICERS
ON THE DETERMINATION OF

CLAIMS? APPLICATIONS AND OBJECTIONS

The following notes refer to the various paragraphs
of Regulation 13 of the Southe~l Cameroons Plebiscite
(Registration) Re~ulations~ 1960~ as amended by the Southern
Cameroons Plebiscite (Registration)(Amendment) Regulations,
1960 (SC~~.67 of 1960).

20 The place of hearing should be wherever is most
convenient for dealing with the claims~ applications rold
objections received. The United Nations observer for the
plebiscite district concerned should be informed of the places
and times of hearingso

30 The Revising Officer must sit in public. He can,
if he wishes? sit in the open airo If he sits in a building
it should be SUfficiently large to enable a reasonable number
of the public to have access o Proceedings should be
conducted with. formali ty ~ but pJ.lt,et~dure need no'/:. be rigid and
can be varied to suit what is beinG dcne o The Revising
Officer will keep a separate written record of the proceedings
for each case o This could conveniently be done by keeping
separate case fileso Case files should be consecutively
numbered under the three categories of Claims~ Applications
and Objections (viz. C/1~ C/2 1 C/3; A/1~ A/2~ 173;
0/1 ~ O/2~ O/3~ etc.).

40 With regard to claims and applications, there will
be the claimant or applicant before the Revising Officer,
sometimes with their witnesses~ but usually alone and possibly
presenting some documents.

50 The hearing of objections will follow broadly the
normal procedure of a civil trial. The ReVising Officer will
question briefly the objector about the nature of the
objection? ask the ~erson objected to to what extent he
admits the facts alleged a~d then? having discovered the
points at issue, will hear the objector and his witnesses
{if any), and then hear the person objected to and his
witnesses (if ffilY). The' Revising Officer may also? if he
wj6hes~ call further evidence and recall anybody who has
given evidence. At the close of the hearing he should give
the person objected to a chance to sum up his case~ end also
the objector to sum up hiso

Examples of records are at Appendix A.
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6. The powers ~iven in this paragraph are to be found
in Sections 15 and 16(2) of the Criminal Procedure .Ordinance.
These sections empower the Revising Officer to order the
arrest of al1.ybody committing an offence in his presence'.
The Revising Officer has the power to punish the offender
after giving him an opportunity of being heard. He also has
the power instead of dealing with the matter himself to send
the case for trial before a magistrate, at which trial the
Revising Officer may have to appear as a witness.

7. These powers will be used only in the last extreme.
They have been given to Revising Officers to enable them to
keep order at the public en~uiryo The only offence in
respect of which these powers will be used is for contempt
of Court!) an oEfence unc1..er SJ."1.d punishable under Section 133
of the Criminal Code.

8. The normal punishment should be to admonish s,nd
discharge any person committillg an offence. Revis,ing
Officers are instructed that they are not to impose any
punishment other than detaining the offender for a per~od of
time not exceeding the rising of the Revieling Officel' f"or the
day, as provided under se0tion 184 of the Criminal Procedure
Ordinance.

90 If it Is con.sidered that all offence deserving more
punishment has bee~ committed~ the offender should be arrested
and admitted to bail to appear at the nearest police station
in accordance with the provision of section 18 of the Criminal
Procedure Code ..

10. It must be clearly understood that these powers are
only intended to be exercised in order to ensure orderly
proceedings.

11. Arrangements should be made be~orehand with the
superior police officer having responsibili.ty for the
plebiscite district for a pol1.ce constable to be p:' esent
during the time of hearing, if possj.blDj and where this is
not possible arrangements should be made with the Dis trict
Officer for a Native Court Messenger to be present.

120 At Appendi:ic B are set out sections 15,16(2),18
and 379 of the Criminal Procedure Ordinance.

At Apuendix C is set out section 133(1), (3) and
of the criminal Code~

At AppendiX D is a typical record of the punishment
of a person brought before the Re'V"ising Officer for contem:Pt.

At AppenGlx E are those parts of the Southe~

Cameroons Constitution which lay dovn~ the minimum formalities
for criminal trials.

.I
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l:-aLa.g;C!=t..:P_Q.lJ.l
13.. This presen~no difficulty, but it should be noted
that the Revising Officer's powers are restri.cted to the
particular plebiscite district o Whenever the Revising
Officer makes an alteration in the preliminary list under
this paragraph he should sign his name against the alteration~
and enter the numqer of the case file (see paragraph 3 page 1) ..

parag,rfl'p.h (4.)

14,. What is "a reasonable opportunity" will depend on
the circumstances of each case» but as far as circumstances
permit the notice allowed should be ample ..

15. This will present no difficulty and here, also,
whenever the Revising Officer makes an alteration in the
preliminary list he should comply with the direction in
paragraph 130

,~r.au_@.1l_(6.l

16.. The Revising Officer is given wide powers with
regard to receiving evidence. The general rule is that the
best evidence must be given, and consequently hearsay is
usually of no value 0 In practice the most reliable evidence
is often a relevant document Which the Revising Officer is
satisfied is genuine.

17. Normally with regard to claims and applications it
should not be necessary to put the claimant or applicant on
oath.. If the Revising Officer considers it desirable he may
administer En oath and generally should do so if the
applicant or claimant is unable to support his case with any
evidence other than his own oral testimony. The mere fact
that a party Cffil bring no supporting evidence, either
documentary or of another person, in support of his claim,
application or objec':';:!.on is not a reason for rejecting it.

18. The oath to be administered is an oath which a
witness considers binding upon himself. Christiffils should
be sworn on the Bible in the following manner:

"I.swear by Almighty God that I shall tell
the truth the whole truth and nothing but
the truth.llo

Muslims should be sworn on the Kor8..t.""l. in similar form o A
pagan is usually sworn on iron or a gun in the following
fo:..'m:

"I swear on iron (or the gl:U1) that I will
tell the truth, the who~e tru:t:b. and
nothing but the truth. lI

•
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. If as a matter of conscience any witness declines to be
sworn he should be affirmed in the follovnng form:

"I do solemnlY g sincerely and truly
declare and affirm that I will tell
the truth g etc,"o

19. Revising Officers must provide themselves with a
Vulgate,l an 'Anglican Bi"ble p a Koran and a Dane gun 0

200 When hearing objections all witnesses must be
SVlorno

f£1illra,p.lt.Ul

210 The notice in writing to be served under this
paragraph upon the person affected should follow the wording
in Appendix F and should have attached to it a copy of the
relevant Form Do If practicable it should be served
personallYg either by a Court bailiff, if one is available p

or by a Native Court Messenger g or by ~lyone else a~~ilableo

Where personal service is not practicable one of the other
alternatives indicated in paragraph (7) should be followed.

220 The award of costs must be used with great
discretion. The intention is that persons who win contested
objection cases should not be out of pocket. Normally where
all the witnesses come from the same village nobody will have
been put to aJ."1Y expense but p for instance p where a vexacious
or frivolous objection has been brought p and the person
objected to has been put to e~~ense or loss in defending
himself it is only right that he should be compensated. A
certificate for the amollilt awarded in respect of costs should
be given in the following form:

"In exercise of the powers conferred uIJon .
me by paragraph 8 of Regulation 13 of the
Southern Cameroons PlelJiscite (Registration)
Regulations g 1960 p I have awarded to
o • 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 I,) 0 0 0 '"' Q (; 0 0 0 0 0 0 of • 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 c) 0 l;) 0 ceo 0 •

the sum of OUooo"o".eo ••• o•• ~oooooo being
costs against OOOOOOOOOOOOooouooooooooo of
o 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 " 000 0 a 0 a 0 0 a 000

S ig:n.ed 0 0 1) 0 0 () 0 C (,) " c 0 (J 0 U 0 Q 0 0 0 0 0 0 •

ReVising Officer 000 0 000 0 0 0 0 0 • 0

De.teo 0 0 0 " 0 0 0 u 0 " 0 0 0 ,I 0 0 "0 Ji ~:' )

I

• 0
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230
costs out
regard to
19600

The Revising Officer may order the payment of
of al1Y deposit made in respect of costs g with
which see Circular PLEBo4/S1/48 of the 2nd Decernber 9

240 The person to whom costs are a'r:arded should be
instructed to take the certificate of costs to the
Magistrate's Court if' the person against whom the order is
made re:fuses to pay.

7051-4
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Claimant in person, 8worn on iron, states:

"I applied to be registered when the land
rover visited my village on 1st November oll

Mary, sworn on iron, states:

III am claimant's wife. I registel"led at
the same timeo My name appears on t~e

lis"G oil

Claim allowed.

2. APPLICATION"........... __~..-~ .._ ....._......~. ..-.-...-_:.ocJl;.

Signed AoB. p Revising Officer o

Applicant produces three letters addressed to him at Bokwa
village.

Application allowedo

.2.11... OB.J}llC.TJ..QlI

Objector and Respondent in person. Both say they have one
witness eacho Witnesses leave room.

01:: jector:> sworn O~1 BilJle 1 states:

i1Harry (Respondent) came to live in our
village last year. He told me he was
bo'rn in Lagos. He has a.lways claimed
to be an Ibo ll

•

Mary~ sworn on Bible 9 states:
"I am Objector's sister. I heard Harry
say he was born In Lagos. II

Case for Claimant:

Respondent p sworn on Bible, states:

'baptism.
Respondent lives in village.
Signed AoB~9 Revising Officer o

"I was born in. Buea and WE.tS baptized
Soppo. "

Produces certificate of
Objection dismissed.
No order as to costs.

at

I
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1iVhen any offence is commi ttec1 in the prese:":.ce of a
judge or magistrate within the division or district in which
such jUdge is sitting or to which such magistrate is assiSned
such jUdge or magistrate may himself arrest or order any
person to arrest the offender aad may thereupon~ subject to
the provisions herein contained as to bail~ commit the
offender to custodYa

~01'T.1...~

Where a person is arrested i~ accordance with
the provisions of section 15 the jUdge or magistrate .
making or directing the making of such arres t may deal \lU th
the person so arrested in the same ma~U1er as if such last
named person had been brought before him by or under the
directions of al1Y other persona

SECTION 18
&~~....--.-..::.....

If 9 on a person beins so taken into custody as
aforesaid, it appears to the officer afores~id that the
inquiry into the case canz.Lot be completed forthwith 9 he may
discharge the said person on his entering into a reco~1izance~

with or without sureties for a reasonable amow1t~ to appear
at such police station and at such times as are named in the
reco~1izance, unless he previously received notice in writing
from the officer of police in charge of that police station
that his attendance is not requiredp and m1Y such
reco~1izance may be enforced as if it were a recoGuizffi1ce
conditional for the apDearfuLce of the said person before a
magistrate's court for the place in which the police station
named in the recognizance is situate.

\~ere the court has power to pass a sentence of
imprisonment the court, in lieu of passing sentence.of
imprisonment, may orde~ that the offender be detained uithin
the precincts of the court or at any police station till such
hour, npt later than eight in the evening on the day on which
he is convicted, as the court may direct: Provided that the
court shall, before making an o~der of detentio~ Ul1c1er this
section, take into consicleration the distance between the
place of detention and the offender's abode, if his abode
is knovv.n to or ascertainable. by the court, and shall not
make ~~ such order of detention under this section as will
deprive the offender of a reas~nable o~portunity of
returning to his abode on the day on which such order of
detentton is lnade.



-8-

Any person who -

(1) within the premises in which a~~ jUdicial
proceeding is being had or taken 9 or within
the precincts of the same 9 shows disrespect 9
in speech or manner 9 to or with reference to
such proceeding 9 or illkY person before whom
such proceeding is boin~ had or taken; or

(3) causes an obstruction or disturbance in the
course of a jUdicial proceeding; or

(9) commits fu~y other act of intentional
(j.isrespect to any judie' tal proceeding $I or to
illlY person before whom such proceeding is
being had or taken

is guilty of a simple offence p and liable to imprisonmento
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APPENDIX D.-:_' ..... _......---~

John is brought before the Court for refusing to
keep quiet. I call upon him to show cause why he should
not be punished. John 9 sworn on iron, states:

"It was Thomas shouting 9 not I"

I say I saw him shoutingo

Ordered to be detained within the precincts wltil
1 porn.

Si~ned AoBo 9 Revising Officer o

~~: There is no need to make al~ reoord in respect of a
person who 9 having been called before the Court g is only
admonished. Admonishment is normally sufficient punishment.
If the offender has no other reason for being present than
to hear proceedings~ he may be ordered to go awayo

\
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~tJ_~n 1~(1l In the determination of his civil rignts and
obligations a person shall be entitled to a fair hearing 0 00 00

(2) ~~enever ~1Y person is charged with a criminal offence~
he shall~ unless the charge is withdravTn? be entitled to a
fair hearing within a reasonable time by a court o

(3) The proceedings of a court or the proceedings of any
tribunal relatinj to the matters mentioned in subsection (1)
of this section \includin~ the alli~ouncement of the decisions

of the court or tribunal) shall be held in pUblico

(4) Every person who is charged with a criminal offence
shall be presumed to be iro1ocent u~til he is proved guiltYo

(5) Every person who is charged with a criminal offence
shall be entitled:

(a) to be informed promptly? in language that he under
stands and in detail? of the nature of the offence;

(b) to be given adequate time and facilities for the
preparation of his defence;

(c) to defend himself in person or by legal
representatives of his own choice;

(d) to examine in person or by his legal representatives
the witnesses called by the prosecution before any
court and to obtain the attendance and carry out the
examination of witnesses to testify on his behalf
before the court on the same conditions as those
applying to the Witnesses called by the prosecution;
and

(e) to have without payment the assistance of ffi1
interpreter if he cannot understand the language
used at the trial of the affence o

(6) Vihen any person is tried for any criminal offence? the
court shall keep a record of the proceedings? and the accused
person or any person authorised by him in that behalf shall
be entitled to obtain copies OT the record within a reasonable
time upon payment of such fees as may be prescribed by lawo

(9) No person who is tried for a criminal offence shall be
compelled to give evidence at the trialo
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SOU THE R N 0 A MER 0 0 N S
P L E B ISO I T E

.~-_._...........~

To o ~ 0 ~ 0 U 0 0 0 U ~ G ~ 0 ~ 0 V \ ~ 0 0 0 ~ 0 0 0 y u 0 0 0 0 Q 0

of' 000 0 D 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ~ 0 ~ 0 0 0 0 000 0 0 C ~ 0 0 0 000 000

TAI<E NOTIOE that an objection to your name
being retained in the list of' voters f'or the
000000000000000000000000000 plebiscite district
has been made on the grounds Stated j,n the attached
notice of' objectiono

The objection will be examined and determined
at o 0 0 0 e ~ C ~ C ~ ~ 0 0 a Que 0 ~ 0 0 ~ , coo u ~ U 0 000 ~ 0 0 0 ~ ~ 0 ~ ~ 0 0 ~ 000

01'1 oooooooooucoooooooooooo at 00000000000 aomo/pomo
at which place and hour you may attend to be heard
with respect theretoo

Revising Officer

0000000000000'. Pleb15Cite District

Date •• 0 •• 0 0 0 C , , eel) 0 00 0 .. ~ 196 •
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SOUTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE

ORDER IN COUNCIL,

1960.

Southern Cameroons Plebiscite (polling) Regulations, 1960

Arrangement of Regulations

PART I--PRELIMINARY

1. Citation.
2. Interpretation.

PART II-PROCEDURE AT PLEBISCITE

3. Notice of plebiscite.
4. Direction of officers as to place in which to exercise functions and

powers of officers.
5. Appointment of polling stations.
6. Officers at polling stations.
7. Facilities at polling stations.
8. Ballot boxes.
9. Ballot papers.

10. Polling agents.
11. Preparation of ballot boxes.
12. Issue of ballot papers.
13. Marking of ballot paper, etc.
14. Voter may be questioned.
15. Marking of finger.
16. Recording of vote.
17. No mark on ballot paper.
18. Accidental destruction of ballot paper.
19. Blind and other voters.
20. Personal attendance.
21. Appropriate polling station.
22. Officers to be on duty other than at stations of registration where

practicable.
23. Officer on duty to be released to cast vote where registered.
24. Special facilities for certain officers.
25. Declaration as to personation.
26. Votes may be protested against.
27. Validity ,of arrest.
28. Tendered ballot papers.
29. Exclusion of unauthorised persons, and order at polling stations.
30. Removal of persons misconducting themselves.
31. Interruption of plebiscite.

PART III-TERMINATION OF PLEBISCITE, COUNTING, ETC.

32. Closing of polling station.
33. Method of dealing with ballot boxes and plebiscite papers.
34. Counting agents.
35. Counting of votes.

3



4 36. Method of counting.
37. Statement of rejected papers.
38. Returning officer's decision final.
39. Method of dealing with papers.
40. Re-count.
41. Declaration of r~sult.

42. Custody of documents.
43. Secrecy of vote.
44. Absence of United Nations observers not to invalidate proceedings.
45. Absence of polling or counting agents not to invalidate proceedings.

PART IV-PLEBISCITE OFFENCES

46. Personation and punishment therefor.
47. Certain persons guilty of treating.
48. Undue influence.
49. Persons to be deemed guilty of bribery.
50. Punishment of bribery, treating and undue influence.
51. Offences in respect of ballot papers.
52. Dereliction of duty by Plebiscite Officials.
53. Requirement of secrecy.
54. Punishment of persons guilty of certain illegal practices.
55. Voting by unregistered person, removal of ballot paper, etc.
56. Disqualification following certain convictions.
57. Disorderly conduct at the plebiscite.
58. Offences on the day of the plebiscite.
59. Improper use of vehicles.
60. Penalties to be maximum penalties and certain penaltiescumulative.
61. Attempts to mislead the public in relation to the plebiscite.
62. Intelference with lawful pUblic meeting to be au illegal practice.
63. Display of emblems in vicinity of place of voting prohibited.



SOUTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE
ORDER IN COUNCIL,

1960

Southern Cameroons Plebiscite (Polling) Regulations, 1960

Date oj Commencement: 23/'d November, 1960

In exercise or the powers conferred by article 4 or tile Southern Cameroons Plebiscite
Order in Council, 1960, the Commissioner of the Southern Cameroons has made the
following regulations-

PART I-PRELIMINARY

1. These regulations may be cited as the Southern Cameroons
Plebiscite (Polling) Regulations, 1960.

2. In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires-
"assistant plebiscite administrator" means a person appointed as

such under paragraph (3) of Article 6 of the Order;
"the Deputy Plebiscite Administrator" means the person appointed

as such under Article 6 of the Order.
"assistant returning officer" means a person appointed as such under

paragraph (3) of Article 6 of the Order;
"the Order" means the Southern Cameroons Plebiscite Order in

Council, 1960;
"the plebiscite" means the plebiscite provided for in the Order;
"the Plebiscite Administrator" means the person appointed under

paragraph (2) of Article 6 of the Order to be responsible for the conduct
of the plebiscite;

"plebiscite district" means a plebiscite district established by Article 3
of the Order;

"polling agent" means a polling agent appointed by a political party
under paragraph (2) of regulation 10.

"polling marshalH means a person'appointed as such under paragraph
(3) of Article 6 of the Order; .

"polling officer" means a person appointed as such under paragraph
(3) of Article 6 of the Order;

"presiding officer" means a person appointed as such under paragraph
(3) ofArticle 6 or the Order;

"returning officer" means a person appointed as such under paragraph
(3) of Article 6 of the Order;

"register ofvoters" means a register ofvoters prepared under Article 5
of the Order;

"registration area" means an area established in accordance with the
provisions of the Southern Cameroons Plebiscite (Registration)
Regulations, 1960;

"United Nations observer" means any person appointed to assist
the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner in observing the plebiscite
on behalfof the United Nations.

5
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"the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner" means the person
appointed by tbe General Assembly of the United Nations to supervise
the plebiscite on behalf of the United Nations.

"voter" means a person. registered on a register of voters prepared
under paragraph (1) of Article 5 of the Order.

PART II-PROCEDURE AT PLEBISCITE

3. The Plebiscite Administrator shall, on or before the twenty-eighth
day before the day of the plebiscite, cause to be published in every regis
tration area in such manner af. he may think fit a notice specifying-

(a) The day and hours fixed for the poll;
(b) The situation of every polling station in each registration area

and who may vote thereat;
(c) The alternatives on which a vote can be cast at the plebiscite; and
(d) The colour allocated by the Plebiscite Administrator to each

alternative on. which a vote can be cast.

4. (1) The Plebiscite Administrator shall direct for which area or
areas assistant plebiscite administrators, returning officers, assistant
returning officers, presiding officers and polling officers shall exercise their
functions and he may delegate to assistant plebiscite administrators such
power in respect of returning officers and polling officers.

(2) Subject to any direction of the Plebiscite Administrator, the
Deputy Plebiscite Administrator and any assistant pl~biscite adminis
trator shall have all the powers and may perform any of the duties of the
Plebiscite Administrator under these regulations.

'(3) Subject to any direction of the Plebiscite Administrator, an
assistant returning officer shall have all the powers and may perform all the
duties of a returning officer, but shall be subject to the authority and
control of the returning officer appointed in respect of the same plebiscite
district or part thereof.

(4) An assistant plebiscite administrator shall exercise supervision
over the performance of the functions of returning officers and polling
officers in the area in respect of which they are appointed, and subject to
any direction of the Plebiscite Administrator and to the provisions of these
regulations may give to such officers directions as to the performance of
their functions.

5. (1) The Plebiscite Administrator shall appoint a sufficient number
of polling stations in each plebiscite district and allot the voters in the
plebiscite district to the polling stations.

(2) The Plebiscite Administrator shall appoint at least one polling
station in respect of each registration area and shall allot the voters in
such registration area to the appropriate polling stations;

Provided that the Plebiscite Administrator shall, as far as appears to
him to be practicable, ensure that not more than five hundred voters are
required to vote at anyone polling station.

6. (1) There shall, in respect of each polling station, be a presiding
officer to be in charge of the polling station and such number of polling ,
officers and polling marshals as may be necessary to assist and maintain
order in connection with the taking of the poll. The presiding officer
shan have full authority and shall do everything to ensure the smooth
conduct of voting in accordance with th~e regulations.



(2) A polling officer may be authorised by the presiding officer to do
any act which the presiding officer is required or authorised to do at a
polling station, except that he may not order the arrest of any person or
the exclusion or removal of any person from the polling :ttation,

(3) Polling marshals shall be appointed for such period as their
appointment cards may state and shall be under the orders and control
of th~ senior plebiscite officer present.

(4) Polling marshals shall be provided with arm bands by the Plebiscite
Admillistrator,

(5) When employed on duties in connection with the plebiscite a
polling marshal who is carrying his warrant card and wearing his arm band
shall have all the powers of a constable under the Police Ordinance and
of a police constable under any other written law.

7. An assistant plebiscite administ"ator shall-
(a) ensure that in each polling station there is a compartment in

which voters can cast their votes screened from observation;
(b) furnish each presiding officer with such number of ballot boxes

and such ballot papers under sealed cover as may be llr,cessary;
(c) provide each polling station with instruments for making an

official mark on the ballot papers and with pads impregnated with
indelible ink of a distinctive colour;

(d) provide each polling station with copies of the appropria te pa rt
of ~he register of voters:

(e) ensure that a presiding oftker shall be in charge of each polling
station;

(j) cause to be published in each polling station the colour which has
been allocated to each alternative on which a vote can be cast at such
polling stations; and

(g) do such other acts and things as may be necessary for conducting
the plebiscitc in the manner provided in these regulations.

8. The ballot boxes shall be so constructed that a ballot paper may
be put therein by a votcr but may not be withdrawn Py him or by any
!".ucceeding voter.

9. Every ballot paper shall be in a form prescribed by the Plebiscite
Administrator and shall-~

(a) have a serial number printed or stamped on the back.
(b) be attached to a counterfoil beal'ing the same serial number as

printed or stamped on the back of the hallot paper.

JO. (I) Not later than 31st December, 1960, any political party may
request in writing the Plebiscite Administrator to allow it to appoint
persons (hereinafter referred to as polling agents) for the purpose of
detecting personation at the poll.

(2) The Plebiscite Administrator, after consulting the United Nations
Plebbcitc Commissioner, shall by notice in writing inform any political
party accepted by him as representative of a number of persons sufficient
to merit recognition that it may appoint polling agents and such notice
shalt specify the number of polling agents who may be appointed by the
party for polling stations generally or for polling stations in a particular
area or for any polling station so that however not more than two polling
agents may be appointed for anyone polling station by the political party,

(3) Notice in writing of the appointm~nt of polling agents stating
their names and addresses, together with the polling station to which each

7
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has been ~Issjgned. shall be given by the secretary of the party or other
person authorised by him to the appropriate assistant plebiscite adminis
trator not latcl' than fourteen days before the day fixed for the plebiscite.

(4) If any poJIing agent dies or becomes incapable of acting as such,
the party may appoint another polling agent in his place and thc secretary
of the party or oth.er person authorised by him shall forthwith give to the
appropriate assistant plebiscite administrator notice in writing of the name
and address of the polling agent so appointed.

n. (1) Each ballot box shall be painted with the colour allocated by
the Plebiscite Administrator to a particuiar alternative on which a vote
can be cast at the plehiscite and shall have attached to it with a seal a
noti,ce stating that particular alternative and the polling station. regis
tratIOn area and plebiscite district in which the box is used.

(2) Each ballot box shall be shown to such person as may lawfully
be pl'csent in the polling station to be so prepared and to be empty bcfon~
bei~lg locked and scaled and placed in the polling station and before any
votmg commences, and at the same time thc sealed packets of ballot
papers shall be opencd in the presence of such pcrsons who shall be entitled
to inspect them,

(3) When in lise for voting the ballot boxes shall be at least one foot
away from each other and shall be in a compartment screened from
observation by nIl persons other than the voter casting his vote,

(4) Each ballot box shall be placed so that it is clearly visible to
votcrs entering the comnartment and shall be as fal' as possible the same
distance from the entnincc to the compartmcnt where it is placed and
facing sllch entrance and it shall be fixed in such position so that it cannot
be moved during the hOllrs of voting.

12. (I) Every voter desiring to cast his vote shall present himself to
a poJling otllcer at the polling station in thc registration area in which he
is rcgistcred as being entitled to votc and the polling officer. after satis
fying himself that such voter is a penmn whose nam~ appears on the
register of voters in relation to that registration area. and that he has not
already voted, shall deliver to him a ballot paper.

(2) The production to a polling officer of a registration card issued
in accordance with regulation 7 of the Southern Cameroons Plebiscite
(Registration) Regulations, 1960, shall entitle the holder to be dean with
by the polling officer prior to any voter then present who is unable to
present Jlis card, and such cal'd may be accepted by the polling officer as
primo facie evidencc of the registration of such voter,

(3) Before delivering a ballot paper to a voter, the presiding officcr
may require the votcr to submit to being searched in private by a polling
officer or by a person appointed by the presiding officer for the purpose
of ensuring that no ballot paper relating to the plebiscite is already in his
possession, and if the voter in such case does not submit to a search he
shall not be entitled to receive a ballot paper. No person shall be searched
by a member of the opposite sex.

13. Immediately beforc the poliing officer delivers a ballot paper to
a voter--

(a) the ballot paper shall be marked or punched with an official
secret mark, and shown to r..ny polling agents who are pr~sent; .

(b) the number, name and address of the voter as stated 111 the regIster
of voters or part thereof shall be called out:



(c) the number of the voter in the rcgister of voters shall be marked
on the counterfoit; and

(d) a mark shall be placed against the number of the voter in the
copy of the register of VOtCI'S or part thereof to denote that the ballot
paper has been receivcd by the voter but without stating the serial
number of the ballot paper which has been receiveu.

14. A polling officer may, and shall if required by a polling agcm,
put to a votcr applying fOl' a ballot paper, at the time of his applicatjr.!l
but not afterwards, the following qucstions or either of them-

(n) HAre)'ou theperSOll II'ho is on the register of \'oter.'i as/ol/oll's . ... T'
(reading the copy of the entry in the register);

(b) UHm'e you already voted a, 'he plebiscite Of 'his or (lny miter polling
station T'

15. Immediately before casting his vote a voter shall dip a Hnger of
either hand into special indelible ink provided by the Plebiscite Adminis
trator for the purposc.

]6. A votcr on receiving a ballot paper shall go imll1cdiatdy into a
scn~encd compartmcnt in the polling station and shall there secretly cast
his vote by placing his ballot paper in the ballot box of his choicc. and
shall leave the compartment without delay,

17. (l) A "'Her shall not place on the ballot paper any writing or
mark by which he may be identified.

(2) For the purpose of this regulation a mark resulting from !hlz
staining of the voter in accordance with regulation 15 shallllot he regarded
as a mark of identification.

18. A voter who has accidentally dealt with his ballol paper in such
manner that it may not be conveniently lIsed as a ballot paper lila)', on
delivering such ballot papel' to the pl'csiding otTIcer. and aftcr satitlying
the prcsiding officer that the ballot papcl' has been spoilt by accident,
obtain another ballot paper in place of the ballot paper delivered up. and
the spoi It ballot pa per shall be immediately ca ncelled.

19. (I) A voter who is unable to distinguish colollrs or who suffers
from blindncss or from any othcr physical dillability may be accompanied
by such friend or relative as he may choose, who shall, after informing
the presiding onker, be permittcd iii the presence of the voter and thc
presiding ot'ficcr, to place the ballot paper in the hallot box selel;ted hy thc
voter.

(2) Any friend or relative who accompanies a \oter in accordance
with paragraph (l) may be rcquiJ'cd to submit to being <:.carched in
accordance with the provisions of paragraph (3) of rcgulation 12.

20. A vote may not be recorded by a \ otcr CXCl'pt by his attending in
person at the polling station and recording his volc in accordancc with
these regulations.

21. Subject to the proVisions of n:gulation 24 IW person sh.all be
permitted to votc at any polling st3tion other than the one to which he is
allotted.
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22. (I) So far as practicable officers carrying out duties in relation to
the plebiscite and police officers on duty at polling stations shaH not b(~

allocated to polling stations at which they are entitled to vote.
(2) Such officers on duty at polling stations at which they are

registered as entitled to vote shat! so inform the presiding officer who shaH
himself supervise the formalities necessary for the casting of their votes.

(3) The presiding officer on duty at a polling station at which he is
registered as entitled to vote shall before the day of the plebiscite inform
an assistant returning officer who shall supervise the fOl'lnalities necessary
for the casting of such presiding officer's vote or nominate a polling officer
or some other person so to do.

23. An officer carrying out duties in relation to the plebiscite or a
police officer on duty at a polling station shall. if the polling station at
which such officer is registered as entitled to vote is not an unreasonable
distance away. be permitted to leave the polling station at which he is on
duty in order to cast his vote at such time as the presiding officer considers
to be reasonable and convenient.

24. (I) In this regulation the expression "Officer" means all officer
carrying out duties in relation to the plebiscite and includes a police officer
on duty at a polling station.

(2) Wherever an officer will be on duty on the day fixed for the poll
at a polling station other than that at which he is registered as entitled to
vote and compliance with regulation 23 will not be practical, the Plebiscite
Administrator shall, ifrequested in writing by the officer and so far as may
be practicable, give a written authorisation that the name of the officer be
transferred to the register of v,-Hers =\.)1' the polting station at which he will
be performing duties.

25. If at the time a person applies for a ballot paper, or after he has
applied and before he has left the polling station, a polling agent declares
to the presiding officer that he has reasonable causc to believe that the
applicant has committed an offence of jJcrsonation and undertakes in
writing at the time of such declaration to substantiate the charge in a court
of law, the presiding officer may order a police officer or a polling marshal
to arrest such person, and the order of the presiding officer shall be
sufficicnt authority for the police officer to do so.

26. Any person in respect of whom a polling agen£ makes a declara
tion in accordance with regulation 25 shall not by reason thereof be
prevented from voting but the presiding officer shall cause the words
"protested against for personation" to be placed against that name in the
marked copy of the register of voters:

Provided that where a person in respect of whom such declaration is
made admits to the presiding officer that he is not the person he holds
himself out to be, he shall not be permitted to vote if he has not already
done so, and if he has already voted the presiding officer shall make a note
of the number of the b,'lot pafler delivered to him, and upon the count
being taken, such ballot paper shall be invalid.

27. A person arrested under the provisions of regulation 25 shall be
deemed to be a person taken into custody by a police officer for an offence
in respect of which he may be arrested without a warrant.



28. [f a person re(Jresenting himself to be a voter named in the register
of voters applies for a ballot paper after another person has voted in such
name, the applicant shall upon giving satisfactory answers to any questions
put to him by the presiding officer or a polling officer be entitled to receive
a ballot paper in the same manner as any other voter but such ballot paper
(hereinafter referred to as the tendered ballot paper) shall be of a colour
different from the ordinary ballot paper and instead of being put into a
ballot box shaH be given to the presiding officer and endorsed by him with
the number of the votcr in the register of voters and shall then be set aside
by the presiding officer tinder conditions of secrecy in accordance with the
wishes of the person voting in one of two separate packets each of which
shall correspond to the colour of the appropriate ballot box, but shall not
be counted by the returning officer as hereinafter provided. The narr\t~

of the voter and his number in the register of voters shall be entered on a
list to be called the tendered votcs list and this list shall be admissible in
any legal proceedings arising out of the plebiscite.

29. The presiding officer shall regulate the admission of voters to the
polling station and shall exclude all other persons except the United
Nations Plebiscite Commissioner, United Nations observers, polling
agents, polling officers and any other person who has lawful reason to be
admitted, and the presiding officer shall keep order and ensure complicance
with these regulations at the polling station.

30. If any person misconducts himself at a polling station or fails to
obey any lawful order of the presiding officer he may by order of the
presiding officer be removed from the polling station by a police officer,
polling marshal or any other person authorised so to do in writing by the
presiding officer. A person so removed shall not without the permission
of the presiding officer again enter the polling station during the day of the
plebiscite. Any person so removed may if charged with an offence in such
polling station be deemed to be a person taken into custody by a polic~
officer for an offence in respect of which he may be arrested without a
warrant:

Provided that the provisions in this regulation shall not be exercised
so as to prevent any voter who is otherwise entitled to vote at a polling
station from having the opportunity of so voting,

31. (1) When the proceedings at any polling station are interrupted
or obstructed by riot or open violence, the presiding officer may adjourn
the proceedings until later in the day or until the following day and, after
taking such precautions as arc necessary to safeguard the ballot boxes
and papers and other plebiscite requisites shall forthwith give notice to
the assistant plebiscite administrator to this effect who shall notify the
Plebiscite Administrator.

(2) When the poll is adjourned at any polling station the hours of
polling on the day to which it is adjourned shall be the same as for the
original day and reference in these regulations to the closing of the poll
shall be construed accordingly.

PART III-TERMINATION OF PLEBISCITE, COUNTING, ETC.

32. When the prescribed hour for the closing of the poll has been
reached, the presiding officer shall declare that no more persons shall be
admitted to the polling station and thereafter only the persons already
inside the polling station shall be permitted to vote,
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33. (1) As soon as practicable aftcr the termination of voting the
presiding officer shall in the presence of any polling agents in attendance,
seal the ballot boxes so as to prevent introduction of additional ballot
papers and make up into separate packets sealed with his own seal and
marked for identification-

(a) the marked copy of the register of voters, together with any
written authorisations which he has received under regulation 24;

(b) the counterfoils of the used ballot papers;
(c) the tendered ballot papers in separate packets relating '::> each

alternative;
(d) the tendered votes list;
(e) the unused and spoilt ballot papers placed together; and
(j) the statement of the ballot papers which were noted invalid under

the proviso to regulation 26;
and shall deliver the packets and ballot boxes to the returning officer.

(2) Any ballot papers which are left in the compartment used for
voting and which arc not inserted in a ballot box shall be cancelled by the
presiding officer and shall be delivered to the returning officer sealed up
separately.

(3) The packet shall be accompanied by a. statement to be called ballot
papers account prepared by the presiding officer stating-

(a) (i) the number of ballot papers entrusted to him;
(ii) the number of spoilt ballot papers;
(iii) the number of unused ballot papers;
(ill) the number of ballot papers cancelled as being found in the

voting compartment outside the ballot boxes;
(b) the number of tendered ballot papers;
(c) the number of persons marked on the register of voters (including

any additions deemed to be made thereto in accordance with regulation
24) as having been issued with a ballot paper.

(4) After the ballot papers account has been made up and before the
packet is sealed up for -delivery to the returning officer, any polling agent
may verify the ballot papers account, and any polling agent by whom such
verification is made shall sign his name on the ballot papers account.

34. (1) Each political party which has been informed that it may
appoint polling agents may appoint no more than two persons (herein
after refel1'ed to as counting agents) to attend at the counting of the votes.

(2) Notice in writing of the appointment stating the names and
address of the counting agents shall be given by the secretary of the party
or other persoll authorised by him to the returning officer not later than
one day before the day of the plebiscite and the returning officer may
refuse to admit to the place where the vntes are counted any person
purporting to be a counting agcnt in respect of whom no such notice has
been given.

(3) ]f a counting agent dies, or becomes incapable of a.cting as such,
the party may appoint another counting agent in his place and the secretary
of the party or other persoll authorised by him shall immediately notify
the returning officer in writing of the name and address of the counting
agent so appointed.

35. (I) The returning officer shall make arrangements for counting
the votes at a place to be determined by him in the presence of a United
Nations observer and the counting agents who wish to be present as soon
as pract.icable after the termination of the voting and shall, as far as



practicable, proceed continuously with the counting, in the presence of a
United Nations observer, allowing only reasonable time for refreshment
until it is completed.

(2) The returning officer may if he thinks fit authorise any assistant
returning officers (but no counting agent) to assist in the counting of the
votes and the certifying of the same.

(3) Except with the consent of the retuming officer, who shall have
sole charge of the counting, no person other than the returning officer,
any assistant returning officers, counting agents and a United Nations
observer may be present at the counting of the votes.

36. (1) The returning officer shall, in the presence of a United Nations
observer and the counting agents who wish to be present, open each ballot
box one by one. He shall then proceed, assisted by the assistant returning
officers, to count the ballot papers in the boxes and shall record the total
number of votes cast in favour of the alternative, the allocated colour of
which is shown on the notice attached to the ballot box concerned.
While counting the ballot papers the returning officer and assistant
returning officers shall keep the ballot papers with their faces upwards.

(2) Any ballot paper which does not bear the official mark shall not
be counted and the retuming officer shall endorse the word "rejected" on
any ballot paper which under the provisions of this paragraph is not to
be counted.

(3) No mutilated ballot paper shall be counted as a valid vote unless
the mutilation appears to be accidental on which the decision of the
returning officer shall be final.

(4) The returning officer shall endorse on any rejected or mutilated
ballot paper the words "rejection objected to" if an objection is made to
his decision by any counting agent.

37. (1) The returning officer shall then prepare a statement showing
the number of ballot papers rejectcd anti the estimated number of ballot
papers mutilated and shall on request allow any counting agent to copy
the statement.

(2) No person shall rccord the number of any rejected ballot paper
or any mutilated paper which he sees during tbe counting.

38. The decision of the returning officer as to any question arising
in respect of any ballot paper shall be final and shall be subject to review
only on a voting petition qucstioning the results.

39. At the conclusion of the counting of the votes the returning
officer shall seal up in separate packets the counted, mutilated and rejected
ballot papers. He shall not open the sealed packet of tendered ballot
papers or the sealed packet containing the marked copy of the register
of voters or the sealed packet containing the counterfoits of used ballot
papers but shall proceed in the presence of any counting agents who wish
to be present to verify the ballot papers account given by the presiding
officer by comparing it with the total number of ballot papers recorded
and with the number of unused, spoilt, cancelled and invalid papers
delivered to him. The returning officer shall prepare a statement as to the
result of the verification and shall on request allow any counting agent to
copy such statement. After examination the returning officer shall
re-seal the packets containing the unused, spoilt, cancelled and invalid
ballot papers and shall pack and seal those papers which he has rejected.
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40. A counting agent may, if prescnt when the counting or any
re-count of the papers is concluded, require the returning officer to have
the votes re-counted or again re-counted but the returning officer shall
have power to refuse to do so if, in his opinion, the request is unreasonable.

41. When the result of the voting has been ascertained, the returning
officer shall in respect of each registration area for which he is exercising
functiol1S-

(a) forthwith publish at the place of cl'unting the number of votes
cast in favour of each alternative;

(b) report the result of the voting to the Plebiscite Administrator who
shall in turn report to the Commissioner of the Southcrn Cameroons
and to the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner. The Commis
sioner of the Southern Cameroons shall cause the result of the voting.
together with the number of votes recorded for each alternative, to be
published in the official Gazette of the SOllthern Cameroons.

42. (1) Upon the completion of the counting of the votes the
returning officer shall arrange with the Plebiscite Administrator for the
safe custody of all documents relating to the conduct of the plebiscite.

(2) All such documents shall be destroyed on a date to be notified by
the Commissioner of the Southern Cameroons, being a date not earlier
than the 31st May, 1961, unless otherwise directed in respect of any
registration area by an order of any Court arising from proceedings relating
to the plebiscite.

43. No person who has voted at the plebiscite shall, in any legal
proceedings arising out of the plebiscite, be required to state in favour of
which alternative he voted.

44. Where in these regulations any act or thing is required to be done
in the presence of a United Nations observer, the non-attendance of an
observer at the time and place appointed for the purpose shall not, if any
act or thing is otherwise properly done, invalidate the act or thing donc.

45. Where in these regulatiom, any act or thing is required to be done
in the presence of a polling agent or a counting agent, the non-attendance
of such person at thc time and place appointed for the purpose shall not.
if any act or thing is otherwise properly done. invalidate the act or thing
done.

PARTlY-PLEBISCITE OFFENCES

46. (I) Any person who, at the plebiscite, applies for a ballot paper
in the name of some other person whether that name be the name of a
person living or dead, or of a fictitious person, or who, having voted once
at the plebiscite, applies for a second ballot paper in the plebiscite in his
own name, shall be guilty of the offence of personation.

(2) Any person who is guilty of personation, or of aiding, abetting,
counselling or procuring the commission of the offence of personation,
shall be liable to a fine of fifty pounds and imprisonment for six months.

(3) A person charged with the offence of personation shall not be
convicted except on the evidence of not less than two witnesses.



47. The following persons shall be guilty of treating-
(a) any person who corruptly, by himself or by any person, either

before, during or after the plebiscite, directly or indirectly gives
provides or pays, wholly or in part, the expenses of giving or providing
any food, drink, entertainment or provision to or for any person for the
purpose of corruptly influencing that person or any other person to vote
or refrain from voting at the plebiscite or on account of such person
or any other person having voted or refrained from voting at the
plebiscite; and

(b) any voter who corruptly accepts or takes any such food, drink,
entertainment, or provision.

48. Any person who directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other
person on his behalf, makes use of or threatens to make use of, any force,
violence, or restraint, or inflicts or threatens to inflict by himself or by any
other person, any temporal or spiritual injury, damage, harm or loss upon
or against any person, in order to induce or compel anyone to vote or
from voting, or on account of anyone having voted or refrained from
voting, at the plebiscite, or who by abduction, duress, or any fraudulent
device or contrivance impedes or prevents the free use of the vote by any
voter or thereby compels, induces or prevails upon any voter either to
give or refrain from giving his vote at the plebiscite, shall be guilty of
undue influence.

49. The following persons shall be deemed guilty of bribery-
(a) any person who directly or indirectly by himself or by any other

person on his behalf, gives, lends, or agrees to give or lend, or offers,
promises or promises to procure or to endeavour to procure, any
money or valuable consideration to or for any voter, or to or for any
person on behalf ofany voter, or to or for any person, in order to induce
any voter to vote or refrain from voting, or corruptly does any such
act as aforesaid on account of such voter having voted or refrained
from voting, at the plebiscite;

(b) any person who directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other
person on his behalf, gives or procures, or agrees to give or procure,
or offers promises or promises to procure or to endeavour to procure,
any office, place or employment to or for any voter, or to or for any
other person, in order to induce any voter to vote or refrain from voting,
or corruptly does any such act as aforesaid on account of any voter
having voted or refrained from voting, at the plebiscite;

(c) any person who directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other
person on his behalf, makes any such gift, loan, offer, promise, procure
ment, or agre~mentas aforesaid to or for any person, in order to induce
such person to procure, or to endeavour to procure, the vote of any
voter at the plebiscite in favour of a particular alternative;

(d) any person who, upon or in consequence of any such gift, loan,
offer, promise, procurement or agreement, procures, or engages, or
promises or endeavours to procure, the vote ofany voter at the plebiscite
in favour of a particular alternative;

(e) any person who advances or pays, or causes to be paid, any
money to or for the use of any other person, with the intent that such
money or any part thereof, shall be expended in bribery at the plebiscite,
or who knowingly pays, or causes to be paid, any money to any person
in discharge or repayment of any money wholly or in part expended in
bribery at the plebiscite, or who knowingly pays or causes to be paid,
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any mOl1ey to any person in discharge or repayment of any money
wholly or in part expended in bribery at the plebiscite;

(j) any voter who before or during the plebiscite, directly or indirectly,
by himself or by any other person on his behalf, receives, agrees, or
contracts for any money, gift, loan or valuable consideration, office,
place or employment, for himself or for any other person, for voting or
agreeing to vote or for refraining or agreeing to refrain from voting at
the plebiscite;

(g) any person who, after the plebiscite, directly or indirectly, by
himself or by any other person on his behalf, receives any money or
valuable consideration on account of any person having voted or
refrained from voting, or having induced any other person to vote or
refrain from voting at the plebiscite;

Provided that the provisions of this regulation shall not extend or
be construed to extend to any money paid or agreed to be paid for or on
account of any legal expenses bona fide incurred at or concerning the
plebiscite. _

50. (1) Any. person who is guilty of bribery, treating or undue
influence, shall be liable to a fine of one hundred pounds and imprisonment
for one year.

(2) Any person who is convicted of bribery, treating, undue influence,
or personation, or of aiding, abetting, counselling or procuring the
commission of the offence of personation, shall (in addition to any other
punishment) be incapable, during a period of five years from the date of
his conviction-

(a) of being regisrered as an elector for any election of members of
the House ofAssembly or a Native Authority or other local government
body in the Southern Cameroons; and

(b) ofbeing elected as a member ofthe House ofAssembly or a Native
Authority or other local government body in the Southern Cameroons
or, if elected before his conviction, of retaining his seat as such member.

51. (1) Any person who-
(a) forges or counterfeits or fraudulently destroys any ballot paper or

official mark on any ballot paper or any certificate or return; or
(b) without due authority supplies any ballot paper to any person; 01'
(c) fraudulently puts into any ballot box any paper which he is not

authorised by law to put in; or
(d) fraudulently takes out of the polling station any ballot paper; or
(e) without due authority, destroys, takes, opens or otherwise

interferes with any ballot box or packet of ballot papers then in use for
the purpose of the plebiscite, shall be guilty of an offence and liable to
a fine of two hundred pounds and imprisonment for two years.

(2) Any attempt to commit any offence specified in this regulation
shall be punishable in the manner in which the offence itself is punishable.

(3) In any prosecution for an offence in relation to ballot papers,
ballot boxes and marking instruments at the plebiscite the property in
such papers, boxes and instruments may be stated to be in the assistant
plebiscite administrator at the plebiscite.

52. Any assistant plebiscite administrator, returning officer, assistant
returning officer, presiding officer, polling officer or polling marshal who
is without reasonable cause guilty of any act or omission in breach of his
official duty shall be guilty ofan offence and liable to a fine of one hundred
pounds and imprisonment for twelve months.



53. (1) Every officer mentioned in regulation 52 and every polling
agent and counting agent in attendance at a polling station or at the
counting of the votes shall' maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of
the voting.

(2) No such person shall, except for some purpose authorised by law
communicate before the poll is closed to any person any information as to
the name or number on the register of voters of any voter who has or has
not voted at the place of voting.

(3) No person shall-
(a) interfere with a voter recording his vote; or
(b) otherwise obtain or attempt to obtain in a place of VOti!1g

infornmtion as to the particular alternative for which a voter in that
place is about to vote or has voted; or

(c) communicate at any time to any person any information obtained
in a place of voting as to the particular alternative for which a voter in
that place is about to vote or has voted.

(4) If any person acts in contravention of the provisions of this
regulation or of paragraph (2) of regulation 37 he shall be guilty of an
offence and liable to a fine of fifty pounds and imprisonment for six
months.

54. Any person who votes, or induces or procures any person to
vote, at the plebiscite, knowing that he or such person is prohibited by
these regulations, or by any other law, from voting at the plebiscite, shall
be guilty of an illegal practice and liable to a fine of fifty pounds and
imprisonment for six months, and shall be incapable, during a period of
five years from the date of his conviction, of being registered as an elector
at any election of members of the House ofAssembly or a Native Authority
or other local government body in the Southern Cameroons.

55. (1) Any person who-
(a) wilfully and knowingly votes in a plebiscite district in respect of

which his name is not on the register of voters; or
(b) having been issued with a ballot paper in a polling station takes

or attempts to take that paper or part thereof out of the polling station;
or

(c) at the plebiscite brings into the polling st:'ltion a ballot paper issued
to another person; shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine
of fifty pounds and imprisonment for six months.

(2) In order to detect whether an offence under paragraph (I) (b) has
been committed the presiding officer at any polling station may require a
person who has voted to submit to being searched in private by a polling
officer or any other person appointed by the presiding officer for the
purpose of ensuring that no ballot paper or papers can be taken out of the
polling station.

56. Any person who is convicted of an offence under regulation 51,
53 or 55 shall, in addition to any punishment, be deemed incapable for a
period of five years after the date of his conviction-

(a) of being registered as an elector at any election of members of the
House of Assembly or a Native Authority or other local government
body in the Southern Cameroons; and

(b) of being elected as a member of the House of Assembly or a
Native Authority or other local government body in the Southern
Cameroons (lr if elected before his conviction, of retaining his seat as
such member.
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57. Any person who at the plebiscite acts or invites others to act in a
disorderly manner for the purpose of preventing or obstructing the
conduct of the plebiscite shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine
of fifty pounds and imprisonment for six months.

58. (1) No perSOll shall on the date on which the plebiscite is held
commit any of the following acts within a polling station or within a
distance of two hundred yards of a polling station namely-

(a) persuading any voter to vote or not to vote for any particular
alternative;

(b) persuading any voter not to vote at the plebiscite;
(c) shouting slogans concerning the plebiscite;
(d) being in possession of any offensive weapon or wearing any dress

or having any facial or other decoration which is calculated to intimi
date voters;

(e) exhibiting, wearing or tendering any notice, symbol, badge,
photograph or party card referring to the plebiscite;

Provided that this provision shall not prohibit-
(i) the retention on a vehicle of a flag of a political party if such flag

is furled; or
(ii) the showing to a polling officer in a polling station by a voter of

a card issued by a political party.
(2) No person shall on the date on which the plebiscite is held
(a) convene, hold or attend any public meeting; or
(b) operate any megaphone, amplifier or public address apparatus

for the purpose of making announCt~ments concerned with the plebiscite
(unless he is an officer carrying out duties in relation to the plebiscite
and making official announcements).

(3) Any person who contravenes this regulation shall be guilty of an
offence and liable to a fine of one hundred pounds and imprisonment for
one year for each offence.

59. (1) No person shall provide for the purpose of conveying any
person to a polling station any Government or local government or local
authority vehicle or boat or any vehicle or boat belonging to a public
corporation except in respect of a person who is ordinarily entitled to use
such vehicle or boat and upon payment of the usual charges.

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of paragraph (1)
shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine of fifty pounds and
imprisonment for six months.

60. Wherever in these regulations a penalty whether of fine or
imprisonment is prescribed for an offence the same shall imply that a
penalty not exceeding the penalty prescribed may be imposed, and where
more than one penalty is prescribed the use of the word "and" shall
signify that the penalties may be imposed alternatively or cumulatively.

61. Any person who publishes in writing any matter which is reason
ably calculated to deceive the public as to any matter for which these
regulations provide shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine of
twenty-five pounds and imprisonment for three months:

Provided that no prosecution for an offence under the provisions of
this regulation shall be commenced without the consent of the Attorney
General of the Southern Cameroons.



62. Any person who at a lawful public meeting, held in connection
with the plebiscite, between the date of publication of the notice appointing
a day for the holding of the plebiscite under these regulations and the date
at which the result of the plebiscite is pUblished, acts or incites others to
act in a disorderly manner for the purpose of preventing the transaction
of the business for which the meeting was called together shall be guilty of
an illegal practice and shall be liable to a fine of fifty pounds and to
imprisonment for six months and shall be incapable, during a period of
five years after the date of his conviction-

(a) of being registered as an elector for any election of members of
the House ofAssembly or a Native Authority or other local government
body in the Southern Cameroons; and

(b) of being elected as a member of the House of Assembly or a
Native Authority or other local. government body in the Southern
Cameroons or, if elected before his conviction, of retaining his seat as
such member.

63. (1) No person shall within any building where voting in the
plebiscite is in progress, or on any public place within a distance of fifty
yards of any entrance to such building, wear or display any card, symbol,
favour or other emblem indicating support for a particular political party
or particular alternative on which a vote can be cast in the plebiscite and
no person shall within four hundred yards of any such building make any
public address indicating support for such a particular political party or
alternative. Any person acting in contravention of this regulat.ion shall
be guilty of an offence and shall be liable to a fine of ten pounds.

(2) For tpe purpose of this regulation "public place" has the same
meaning as in section 1. of the Criminal Code.

MADE at Buea this 23rd day of November, 1960.

By His Honour's Command,

KENNETH B. SCOTT,
Secretar)' to the Commissjoner

Printed by the Authority ofthe United Kingdom Plebiscite Administrato"r,
Buea, Southern Cameroons
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SOUTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE
FEBRUARY 11TIl, 1961

INSTRUCTIONS TO PRESIDING AND

POLLING OFFICERS

LEGISLATION

In exercise of the powers conferred by Article 4 of the Southern
Cameroons Plebiscite Order in Council, 1960, the Commissioner of
the Southern Cameroons has made the Southern Cameroons
Plebiscite (Polling) Regulations, 1960, and the plebiscite will be held
in accordance with these Regulations.

2. These instructions are based closely upon the Regulations
and are to be followed precisely by Presiding and Polling Officers.

OFFICERS AT POLLING STATIONS

3. At each polling station there must be a Presidirig Officer,
one or more polling officers (according to the size of the polling
station), and two or more polling marshals.
Regulation 6 (1).

4. The Presiding Officer.-A Presiding Officer will be appointed
to be in charge ofeach polling station. He will receive his directions
from the Returning Officer in charge of the plebiscite district in
which the polling station is. The Presiding Officer has full authority
to do everything to ensure the smooth conduct of voting in accor
dance with the Regulations.
Regulation 6 (1).

5. Presiding Officers must carry their appointment cards when
on duty (Form P/l3).

6. Polling Oflicers.-A polling officer may be authorised by
the Presiding Officer to do any act which the Presiding Officer is
himself required or authorised to do, except that he may not order
the arrest of any person or the exclusion or removal of any person
from the polling station.
Regulation 6 (2).

7. Polling officers must carry their appointment cards when
on duty (Form P/14).

r
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8. Polling Marshals.-Pollin~ marshals will be appointed for
the period shown in their appointment carns, and when they are on
duty they will be under the orders and control of the senior plebiscite
officer present. Except when the Returning Officer or an assistant
returning officer is at the polling station. this will generaiIy be the
Presiding Officer.
Regulation 6 (3).

9. Polling marshals must wear their arm, bands and carry their
appointment cards when on duty (Form P/12).

10. When employed on duties in connection with the plebiscite
a polling marshal who is carrying his card and wearing his arm band
has all the powers ofa constable under the Police Ordinance and ofa
police constable under any other written law.
Regulation 6 (5).

11. The duties of polling marshals will be to control the
admission of voters to the polling station, to maintain order inside
the polling station, to form voters into a line in the waiting enclosure
so that they come up to the polling table one at a time, and generally
to carry out the lawful orders given to them by the Presiding Officer.
At the end of the poll they will also be responsible for escorting the
ballot boxes to the place where they are to be delivered to the
Returning Officer.

]2. Dereliction of duty.-Any Presiding Officer, polling officer
or polling marshal who without'reasonable cause is guilty of any
act or omission in breach of his official duty is liable to a fine of
£100 and imprisonment for one year.
Regulation 52.

13. Requirement of secrecy.-All officers employed at a polling
station must maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of the
voting. Except for some purpose authorised by law, no officer
before the poll is closed may communicate to any person any
information as to the name or number on the register of voters ofany
voter who has or has not voted. It is an offence to contravene these
re~uirements punishable by a fine of £50 and imprisonment for six
months.
Regulation 5 (3).

POLLING AGENTS AT POLLING STATIONS
14. Polling agents, appointed by the political parties which

are authorised by the Plebiscite Administrator to do so, may be

5

present at particular named polling stations for the purpose of
detecting personation at the poll.

15. Not more than two polling agents may be appointed for
anyone polling station by any one political party.
Regulation 10 (2).

16. Polling agents will be issued with cards of appointment
which will be their authority for admission to a polling station
(Form Pill). Persons not in possession of Form Pill should not
be given the facilities accorded to polling agents.

17. A polling agent in attendance at a polling station is
equally bound with the polling staff on duty there to observe the
requirement of secrecy.
Regulation 53.

PREPARATION OF POLLING STATIONS

18. Polling Stations will be sited by, or at the directions of,
the Returning Officer. During their briefing Presiding Officers will
be informed where the polling station for which they will be respon
sible will be situated, and to what extent they themselves will be
responsible for its construction. This will vary in different places.

19. 'Where it is possible to use a Native Court, or a Church,
or a School, or some other public building, it will generally only be
necessary to provide a screened compartment in which voters can
cast their votes secretly.
Regulation 7 (a).

20. A diagram of a specimen voting compartment is shown in
Appendix A and AI. The Returning Officer will give instructions
regarding its construction.

21. Where no suitable public building is available, a polling
station will have to be constructed out of doors on the lines of the
diagram shown in Appendix B. This need comprise only fences
(of bamboo, rope or other type of construction), with a limited
thatched roof over the area reserved for officials, and screened
voting and searching compartments, which it should also generally
be possible to make of local materials, such as bush sticks covered
with palm leaves or grass.

22. The Presiding Officer must make sure that he fully under
stands his responsibilities regarding the polling station to be provided
before heleaves the briefing centre. It is his responsibility to ensure

I
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that arrangements are satisfactory, and particularly that a screened
compartment is available in which voters can cast their votes.

23. There must also be a room, or screened booth, available
in which persons can, if necessary, be searched.

EQUIPMENT OF POLLING STATIONS

24. The Presiding Officer is responsible for equipping the
polling station to which he is assigned with the items listed in
Appendix C.

BALLOT BOXES

25. One ballot box painted GREEN and one ballot box
painted WHITE must be placed by the Presiding Officer in the
screened voting compartment in the manner described below.
Each ballot box must have attached to it by drawing pins, and seal,
the appropriate notice stating the particular alternative on which
a vote can be cast, and the polling station, registration area and
plebiscite district in which the box is used:

i.e., Oil the GREEN BOX - Form Pj; 5

on the WHITE BOX - Form P/l6
Regulation 11 (J).

26. The notices referred to in the previous paragraph are to be
attached to the front of the ballot boxes, facing the voter. The
Presiding Officer is responsible for seeing that the names of the

.polling station, the registration area, and the plebiscite district are
correctly entered on the notices. A duplicate copy of the notice,
similarly completed, will be placed inside each ballot box in the sight
of any polling agents present before the lid is screwed down as in the
following paragraph.

27. Before voting begins each ballot box will be shown by the
Presiding Officer,to the polling agents, and to any other persons who
are lawfully present at the polling station, so that they can be seen
to have been prepared as described above and to be empty (with the
exception of the duplicate copies of Form P/l5 and Form P/16,
respectively). The lids must then be screwed down and sealed in
the hole over the screw with the officiat seal entrusted to the Presiding
Officer, after which the Presiding Officer will place the ballot boxes
in the voting compartment ready for voting to begin.

28. When in use for voting the ballot boxes are required to be
at least one foot away from each other, clearly visible to voters

1

entering the compartment, and fixed in such a position that they
cannot be removed during the hours of voting.
Regulation 11.

BALLOT PAPERS

29. At the same time as the ballot boxes are placed in position,
the Presiding Officer will open the scaled packets of ballot papers

" entrusted to him in the sight of any polling agents who are present,
and such other persons as are entitlcd to inspect them.
Regulation 11 (2).

30. The Presiding Officer is responsible for the issue of ballot
papers to voters, and for returning those not used to the Returning
Officer. See paragraph 69 (e) at page 14.

VOTING PROCEDURE IN THE POLLING STATION

31. Hours.-The polling station must be ready in all respects
to open promptly at 8.00 a.111. and wiH close at 5.00 p.m.

32. Issue of Ballot Papers.-Voters presenting themselves at
the polling station will form a line under the control of a polling
marshal. They should be allowed to come up to the polling
officer's table oue at a time. The Presiding Officer (or polling
officer) wiII check each voter's name against the register of voters,
and if the voter has a registration card, and the Presiding Officer (or
polling officer) is satisfied that he is a person whose name appears
on the register of voters for that registraHon area, and that he has
not already voted, he will give a ballot paper to him.

33. If a voter docs not bring his registration card with him he
may still be allowed to vote, if he is entitled to do so, but he must
wait until the voters with registration cards have been dealt with
and his identity can be thoroughly checked.
Regulation 12 (2).

34. Before a balh)t paper is given to a voter the Presiding
Officer (or polling officer) must do the following things:

(a) mark the ballot paper with the official stamp and show
it to any polling agents who are present;

(b) call out the number, name and address of the voter as
stated in the register of voters;

(c) mark the NUMBER of the voter as shown in the
register ofvoters on the counterfoil of the ballot paper;

I
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(d) make a tick in the register of voters against the voter's
name to show that a ballot paper has been received by
the voter.

Regulation 13.

35. Questioning of Voters.-If the Presiding Officer tor a
polling officer) suspects. that a voter is voting twice, or that he is
voting in another man's name, he may put the following questions,
or either of them, to the voter at the time of his application, but not
afterwards--

(a) "Are you the perSOll who is Oil the register of voters as
follolvs ' ?"

(reading the copy of the entry in the register);

(b) "Have YOu already voted at the plebiscite at this or any
other polling station1"

If a polling agent asks the Presiding Officer or a polling officer
to put the above questions to a voter, the Presiding Officer (or polling
officer) must do so. No"te that these questions may not be put to a
voter after he has voted.
Regulation 14.

36. Searching of Voters.-Ifthe Presiding Officer suspects that
a voter who presents himself at a polling station already has a ballot
paper on his person, he may require the voter to submit to being
searched in private by a polling officer or by some other person
appointed by him for the purpose. If the voter refuses, he should
not l-e ~iven a ballot paper.

Searching must be done in private and no person may be
searched by a member of the opposite sex. If it is necessary to
search a woman the Presiding Officer must appoint some reputable
woman to carry out the search.
Regulation 12 (3).

38. The penalty for any person found guilty of bringing into
a polling station a ballot paper issued to another person is a fine of
£50 and imprisonment for six months.
Regulation 55 (1) (c).

39. Note also that it is an offence for any person who has been
issued with a ballot paper in a polling station to take or attempt to
take it, or part ofit, out of the polling station and that a l?erson who

9

has voted may be required to submit to being searched in the manner
prescribed above in order to detect this.
Regulation 55 (2).

40. Marking of finger.-lnullcdiately before casting his vote
a voter must dip the finger ofeither hand into a bowl of indelible ink.
No one entering the polling station with a finger already stained with
this ink may receive a ballot paper.
Regulation 15.

41. Recording of Vote.-On receiving a ballot paper a voter
must go immediately into the screcned compartment and there
secretly cast his vote by placing his ballot paper in the ballot box of
his choice, after which he must leave the compartment, and the
polling station, without delay. .
Regulation 16.

42. Voters must not sign or mark their ballot papers, but
stains resulting from an inky finger do not matter.
Regulation 17.

43. Periodically throughout the day the Presiding Officer
should inspect the screened voting compartment to satisfy himself
that it is in order, and to remove for cancellation (see paragraph 70
at page 14) any ballot papers left in the compartment outside the
ballot boxes.

44. Spoilt Ballot Papcrs.-If a voter accidentally spoils the
ballot paper given to him (as, for instance, by tearing it, or otherwise
defacing it), the Presiding Officer may replace it by another. The
spoilt ballot paper will immediately be canceHed by the Presiding
Officer and will be placed by him in an envelope marked SPOILT
BALLOT PAPERS, and be dealt with in accordance with paragraph
69 (e) at page 14.
Regulation 18.

45. Blind Voters.-lf a voter is blind, or colour-blind, or
disabled, llC can choosc a friend or relative to help him to cast Ius
vote. In s.uch case the Presiding Officer must himself go into the
screened voting compartment with them. The friend or relative
may be searched if the Presiding Officer thinks this advisable, in thc
same manner as described above for voters.
Regulation 19.

I
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46. Personal Attendance.-A voter can only vote himself, in
person, at the polling station.
Regulation 20.

VOTING BY POLLING STAFF
47. If the Presiding Officer, or a polling officer, or a polling

marshal is registered as a voter at a nearby polling station arrange
ments should, if possible, be made for the officer, or officers,
concerned to be released from duty, one at a time, to go there to
vote at some convenient time of the day.

48. If any member of the polling staff is registered as entitled
to vote at the polling station where he is on duty he should infornl
the Presiding Officer who will himself supervise the formalities for
the casting of his vote.

49. If the Presiding Officer is himself registered as entitled to
vote at the polling station where he is on duty he must, before the day
of the plebiscite, inform an assistant returning officer who will either
arrange to supervise the formalities for the casting ofhis vote himself,
or will nominate a polling officer or some other person to do this.
Regulation 22.

50. Ifany officer carrying out duties in relation to the plebiscite,
including any police officer on duty at a polling station, presents a
Form P/4 (Authorisation for Special Polling Facilities) made out in
his own name and addressed to the Presiding Officer of the polling
station at which he is on duty, and duly signed by or on behalf of the
Plebiscite Administrator, the Presiding Officer will add that officer's,
or police officer's, name to the register ofvoters of the polling station
for which he is responsible. The entry must be made at the end of
the list under the heading-"ADDITION UNDER REGULA
TION 24". The full registered number of the voter must be entered,
as well as his name, duty and address:
viz-

(last name on list)
Z 18 Zacharia Mesumbe M Lagabum

ADDITIONS UNDER REGULATION 24

23/C/5/K/7 Kum Edward
Police Constable M Nkanchi

23/D/2/L/3 Lekwa Obasi
Polling Officer M Base

Procedure will then be in accordance with paragraph 48 above.

The Presiding Officer of the polling station from which the
officer's name is being transferred, shown under (1) in the Form
Pj4, should write against the officer's number in his register of
voters the words "Transferred by P/4."

PERSONATION
51. If a polling agent declares to the Presiding Officer that he

bas reasonable cause to believe that an applicant for a ballot paper
is applying for a ballot paper in the name of some other person,
whether living or dead, or ofa fictitious person, or that he has applied
for a second ballot paper after he has already voted, and ifhe under
takes in writing at the time of his declaration to substantiate the
charge in a court of law, the Presiding Officer 113S power to order
a police officer or polling marshal to arrest the person accused.
Regulation 25.

52. Note that for action to be taken in accordance with the
previous paragraph there must be (1) A DECLARATION of
reasonable cause for believing that the applicant has committed the
offence of personation, and (2) a WRITTEN UNDERTAKING to
substantiate the charge in a court of law.

53. When such a declaration is made the Presiding Officer
must warn the accused person that if he is found guilty of voting in
another person's name, he will be liable to a fine of £50 andjmprison
ment for six months. If he does not admit the offence, he must be
allowed to vote, but the words "protested against for personation"
will be entered against his name in the register of voters.

54. If the accused person admits the offence he must not be
allowed to vote, and if he has already voted the Presiding Officer
(or a polling officer) must enter the number of the ballot paper
given to him on Form P/6: Statement of Invalid Ballot Papers.
Regulation 26.

55. A person arrested under Regulation 25 (see paragraph
51 above) must be taken to the nearest police station, either at once,
or as soon as possible after the end of the plebiscite, as may be
practicable.

TENDERED BALLOT PAPERS
56. If a voter applies for a ballot paper after another person

has voted in his name and the Presiding Officer is satisfied, after
questioning him, that some other person has voted in his place, he

V'I
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may be gIven a ballot paper in the &ame manner as any other voter,
but it shall be a ballot paper of a different colour known as a
TENDERED BALLOT PAPER.

57. A TENDERED BALLOT PAPER must not be put into
a ballot box. Instead, the voter must give his TENDERED
BALLOT-PAPER to the Presiding Officer who will write on the back
ofit the number of the voter in the register -Dfvoters (viz. 17jDj3jLj2).
The Presiding Officer will then place the TENDERED BALLOT
PAPER, under conditions of secrecy, into either a GREEN or a
WHITE envelope in accordance with the wishes ofthe person voting.
This could suitably be done by the Presiding Officer accompanying
the voter into the searching compa:'tment (see paragraph 23 at
page 6) with both envelopes.

58. The name of the voter receiving a TENDERED BALLOT
PAPER and his number in the register of voters must be entered by
the Presiding Officer on Form PIS: the Tendered Votes List.
Regulation 28.

MAINTENANCE OF ORDER AT POLLING
STATiONS

59. The Presiding Officer will regulate the admission of voters
to the polling station and be responsible for maintaining good order
in the polling station. He must exclude all unauthorised persons
from the polling station.

, Regulation 29.

60. The Presiding Officer may order any person who miscon
ducts himself at a polling station, or who fails to obey an order of
the Presiding Officer, to be removed from the polling station, and
the f'Crson so removed may not enter the polling station again during
the day of the plebiscite without the permission of the Presiding
Officer.

61. If the person concerned has committed any offence in the
polling station he can be arrested on the authority of the Presiding
Officer; but the Presiding Officer must not use his authority to prevent
any voter who is entitled to vote from having an opportunity to do so.
Regulation 30.

62. The penalty prescribed for acting in a disorderly manner
for the purpose of preventing or obstructing the conduct of the
plebiscite is a fine of £50 and imprisonment for six months.
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63. Note that:-

(a) Presiding Officers must at all times be courteous and
helpful towar-ds the voters;

(b) It is not the duty of Presiding Officers to judge distur
bances, because these can be settled in a court of law ~

(c) Presiding Officers must do everything in their power
to facilitate the voting of people who are eligible to
vote, and to enable everyone to do so during the hours
appointed for the poll.

64. On the day of plebiscite it is an offence punishable by a
fine of £100 and imprisonment for one year to commit any of the
following acts within a polling station or within a distance of 200
yards of a polling station, namely-

(a) persuading any voter to vote or not to vote for any
particular alternative;

(b) persuading any voter not to vote at the plebiscite;

(c) shouting sloga~s concerning the plebiscite;

(d) being in possession of any offensive weapon or wearing
any dress or having any facial or other decoration
which is calculated to intimidate voters;

(e) exhibiting, wearing or tendering any notice, symbol,
badge, photograph or party card referring to the
plebiscite.

Regulation 58. See also Regulation 63.

65. If the proceedings at the polling station are interrupted or
obstructed by riot or other seriolls disturbance, the Presiding Officer
may adjourn the proceedings until later in the day, or until the
following day. After taking precautions to safeguard the ballot
boxes, ballot papers and other plebiscite items, the Presiding Officer
must in such case at once report the matter to the Returning Officer.

66. When the poll is adjourned to the following day, as in the
previous paragraph, the hours ofpolling on that day will be the same
as for the original day.
Regulation 31.

,
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TERMINATION OF POLLING

67. At 5.00 p.m. the Presiding Officer must announce publicly
that no more persons will be admitted to the polling station, and
after this only the persons already inside the polling station may be
permitted to vote.
Regulation 32.

DUTIES TO BE CARRIED OUT AT THE END OF
POLLING

68. Method of dealing with the Ballot Boxes.-As soon as
possible after the end of polling the Presiding Officer must, in the
presence ofany polling agents in attendance, gum andseal Form Pj18
over the slits of the ballot boxes to prevent insertion into them ofany
further ballot papers.
Regulation 33 (1).

69. Method of dealing with plebiscite papers.-Next, the
Presiding Officer must, in the following order, make up into separate
sealed packets marked for identification-

(a) the marked copy of the Register of Voters, together
with any written authorisations on Form Pj4 (see
paragraph 50 at page 10) which he has received under
Regulation 24;

(b) the counterfoils of the used ballot papers;
(c) the tendered ballot papers in their separate GREEN

and WHITE envelopes (see paragraphs 56 and 57
at pages 11 and 12);

(d) the Tendered Votes List on Form Pj5 (see paragraph 58
at page 12);

(e) the unused and spoilt ballot papers placed together;
(1) the Statement of Invalid Ballot Papers on Form P/6

(see paragraph 54 at page 11); and
(g) the unused tendered ballot papers.

Regulation 33 (1).

70. Ballot papers left in the voting compartment outside the
ballot boxes.-The Presiding Officer must collect any ballot papers
which are left in the voting compartment outside the ballot boxes and
cancel them by writing the word "CANCELLED" across their face.
They must then be sealed up separately.
Regulation 33 (2).

15

71. Completion ofBallot Papers Account.-Next, the Presiding
Officer must complete the left-hand side of Form Pj7 (the Ballot
Papers Account), and sign the certificate at the foot of it.
Regulation 33 (3).

72. The Presiding Officer should show the Ballot Papers
Account to any polling agent present, who may check it if he wishes.
Any polling agent who does eheck the Ballot Papers Account must
sign his name at the foot ofit below the Presiding Officer's certificate.
Regulation 33 (4).

73. Polling Agent's Reports.-At the end of polling the
Presiding Officer should personally hand copies of Form Pj19
(PoIling Agents' Reports) to any polling agents who are present,
and invite them to make a report.

74. Delivery to the Returning Officer.-The Presiding Officer
must then deliver the following items to the Returning Officer by the
quickest possible means in accordance with the instructions given
to him by the Returning Officer-

(1) the Ballot Boxes~

(2) the scaled packages (0), (b), (c), (d), (e), (j) and (g) listed
in paragraph 69 at page 14;

(3) a sealed envelope containing the cancelled ballot papers
referred to in paragraph 70 at page 14;

(4) a sealed envelope containing the Ballot Papers Account;

(5) a sealed envelope containing any reports received from
polling agents as in paragraph 73 above.

GENERAL

75. The United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner and United
Nations Observers may enter any polling station at any time, and all
facilities are to be given to them to observe the conduct of the
plebiscite at all its stages.

76. The successful conduct of the plebiscite will depend upon
Presiding Officers knowing their instructions, and upon everyone
doing their best competently and helpfully.
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APPENDIX B

SPECIMEN POLLING STATION
(FOR GENERAL GUIDANCE ONLY)

19

APPENDIX C

EQUIPMENT FOR POLLING STATIONS

A = Searching booth : screened structure
B = Polling booth : " "

Black Lines = Bamboo or similar fences, or ropes
Shaded Area = Palm leaf or other form of light roof.

Scale : 1 inch equals 12 feet

QUEUE
HEREJ

I t
ENTRANCE

WAITING
AREA

I
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Presiding Officers are responsible for equipping the polling
stations to which they are assigned with the following items, and
must ensure that they are available-

(a) a table and at least two chairs (to be borrowed or hired
locally);

(b) one Ballot Box coloured GREEN and one Ballot Box
coloured WHITE, or such number of each as may be
necessary;

(c) all official seal;
(d) a screwdriver;
(e) drawing pins;
(j) an envelope containing the requisite notices for

attaching by seal to the ballot boxes: Forms PIIS and
P/16;

(g) such number ofBallot Papers under sealed cover as may
be necessary;

(Il) such number of Tendered Ballot Papers under sealed
cover as may be necessary;

(i) a lead seal for making an official mark on the Ballot
Papers and a pad (one ofeach for small polling stations:
one of each for each polling booth at large polling
stations);

(j) indelible ink for impregnating the pads referred to
above;

(k) special indelible ink for marking the fingers of voters;
(I) a bowl to contain the special indelible ink into which

voters will dip a finger;
(m) a copy of the appropriate part of the Register of Voters;
(n) a copy of the Southern Cameroons Plebiscite (polling)

Regulations, 1960;
(0) posters for display at the polling stations, namely;

PII

Pj2

Pj3

PIt?

POLLING ARRANGEMENTS
"\

CAN BE DUPLICATED
HERE IN DOUBLE
STATIONS

~[5l

t

EXIT

"
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(P) an envelope containing the following printed forms:
P/5 TenderedVotes List;
P16 Statement of Invalid Ballot Papers;
P/7 Ballot Papers Account and Verification State

ment;
P/18 Sealing ofBallot Boxes;
P/19 Polling Agents' Reports;

(q) blotting paper, pen, pencils. ink and pins, etc.;

(r) two sticks ofsealing wax:

(s) box of matches:
(t) ball of twine:

(u) gum;
(v) sClibbling pad;

(w) ELEVEN large envelopes for use at the end of the poll
addressed to "The Returning Officer, _ "
and numbered and marked as under-
No. 1 MARKED COpy OF REGISTER OF

VOTERS TOGETHER WITH WRIITEN
AUTHORISATIONS RECEIVED
UNDER REGULATION 24

No.2 COUNTERFOILS OF USED BALLOT
PAPERS

No.3 An envelope coloured GREEN, and marked
TENDERED BALLOT PAPERS (1)

No.4 An envelope coloured WHITE, and marked
TENDERED BALLOT PAPERS (2)

No.5 TENDERED VOTES LIST (FORM P/5)
No.6 UNUSED AND SPOILT BALLOT PAPERS
No.7 STATEMENT OF INVALID BALLOT

PAPERS (FORI"r PIG)
No.8 UNUSED TENDERED BALLOT PAPERS
No.9 CANCELLED BALLOT PAPERS (See

paragraph 70 of Instructions)

No. 10 BALLOT PAPERS ACCOUNT (FORM P/7)

No. 11 POLLING AGENTS' REPORTS (FORM
P/19).

I

b,



FORM PIS

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

SOUTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE

Tendered Votes List

Southel'l1 Cameroons Plebiscite (Polling) Regulations, 1960,
Regulation 28

PLEBISCITE DISTRICT ..

REGISTR,ATION AREA .

POLLING STATION ' .

NAME OF VOTER

2 ~ .

3 .

4 ..

5 " ..

6 " " .

7 , .

8 ..

9 ..

10 ..

II .

12 , .

13 ..

14 .

IS ..

NUMBER IN REGISTER

. ~

Each of the above-named persons l representing himself to be a voter in the register of
voters l applied for a ballot paper afler another person had voted in his name, and as each
of them gave satisfactory answers to the questions put to them I have entered their names on
this list, with their numbers in the register of voters, in accordance with regulation 28 of the
Southern Cameroons Plebiscite (Polling) Regulations, 1960.

Presiding Officer

................... , 1961



Form P/6

SO UTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE

STATEMENT OF INVALID BALLOT PAPERS

Southern Cameroons Plebiscite (Polling) Regulations, 1960
Regulation 33 (1) (f)

PLEBISCITE DISTRICT ..

REGISTRATION AREA.

POLLING STATION......

Serial Numbers of Inl'alid Ballot Papers

, ..' .._--_ .

1--··-·--·---------------.------------

-·--------,-I---·---~--J·--------

f It " , ••• ,., ..

Presiding Officer

Date .." """. ""..",, ""..".." " " " 1961



Form P/4
SOUTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE

Authorisation for Special Polling Facilities

Southern Cameroons Plebiscite (Polling) Regulations, 1960,
Regulation 24

'To:

(1) The Presiding Officer,

Polling Station ..
(where the officer is registered) .

Registration Area .

Plebiscite District. .

(2) The Presiding Officer,

Polling Station .

Registration Area.

(where the officer is performing duties)

Plebiscite District ..

1authorise the transfer of the name of. ..

registered as number... in the register of voters for the Polling
Station named first above to the register of voters for the Polling Station named second
above at which he will be performing duties on the day of the plebiscite, and I direct that the
Presiding Officer of the PolJing Station shown first above shall mark his register accordingly.

..........., , ,.-,'
Plebiscite Administrator.

Date 1961 .



Form PIt'

Olle side 01l~}I to be completed

OFFICE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM

PLEBISCITE ADMINISTRATOR,

UUEA, SOUTHERN CAMEROONS.

11th February, 1961

POLLING AGENTS' REPORTS

I wish to thank you for the help you gave with the Southern Cameroons

Plebiscite by serving in the responsible office of Polling Agent. Since it is of great

importance that any serious error in the conduct of the voting should be brought

to my notice, and to that of the Returning Officer. as quickly as possible, 1 now

invite you to complete one of the reports printed below. The form should then be

handed back to the officer who gave it to you.

2. This form should only be used for reporting serious errors or irregularities:

that is, those which have not been remedied and which in your opinion may have

had an effect upon the voting in your polling station.

H. CHILDS,

Plebiscite Administrator..
ALL POLLING AGENTS.

1, ..
. (FilII lilli/Ie ill block capiTals)

consider that there have been no *serious errors or irregularities connected with the'

polling station at which 1 served as Polling Agent, and that the conduct of the

plebiscite there was satisfactory.

District. .

Registration Area .

Polling Station at .

Signed , .

Date February, 1961

Tilne p.m.

~·The word "seriousH may be crossed out if there have been no errors or
irregularities at alL



I, , , , , ,.
(FilII /lame in block capitals)

consider that there have been the following serious errors and irregularities con

nected with the Polling Station at which 1 served as Polling Agent, and that the

conduct of the Plebiscite there was unsatisfactory in the following respects:-

District ,

Registration Area.., " .

Polling Station at.. ..

Signed , ,., .. ,.., " ,

Date , February, 1961

Time , ,..", , " p.m.



FonD. p/7



SOUTHERN

Somhern Cameroons Plebiscite (Polling) Regulations. 1960

Regulalion 33 (3)

PLEBISCITE DISTRICT

REGISTRATION AREA

POLLING STATION at

To he completed by PRESIDING OFFICER--

(a) (i)

(ii)

Nlllnbcr of ballot papers entruslcd to Prcsiding Officcr

Number of spoilt ballot papers

(/I)

((' )

(iii) Number of unused ballot papers

(il') Number of ballot papers cancclled as being found in the voling
compartmcnt outsidc thc ballot box

Numbcr oftcndcred ballot papcrs issued

Number of persons marked on the regisler of voters (including any
additions decmcu to be l11:lde thcrcto in accordance with Regulation
24) as IUlving bcen iSSllCd with a ballot paper ..

r certify Ihal Ihe aho)'e accounl is cO/'I'£'('I.

Datcd this .. day of . .1961

Signature ofPresiding Officer.



CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE

Verification Statement

SOl/them Call1el'OOIlS Plt'biscire (Pollillg) Re~l/!atiolls, 1960

R('gl/!atioll 39

Incorporates statement required under Regulation 37

(See Notes on reverse)

To be completed by RETURNING OFFICER-

(l) Number of spoilt ballot papers

(2) Number of unused ballot papers

(3) Number ofcancelled ballot papers

(4) Number of invalid ballot papers

(5) Number of rejected ballot papers

(6) Number of hallat papers counted:

1st ALTERNATIVE (GREEN BOX)

2nd ALTERNATIVE (WHITE BOX)

Total of (6)

(7) Estimated number of mutilated ballot papers

TOTAL of (1) to (7) "

Form P/7

_.__ ..._---

J certify that J hal'e I'erified this account as detailed ahol'e and Itm'e found it to he correct il/ el'ery respect, except as fo!!oll's:-

Dated this " day of.. " " ".."."" " "'" "", 196 t

7051-7



SPOILT BALLOT PAPER ..

CANCELLED BALLOT PAPER

INVALID BALLOT PAPER

REJECTED BALLOT PAPER

MUTILATED BALLOT PAPER

TENDERED BALLOT PAPER

NOTES:

One which is accidentally spoilt before being cast and which the prcsiding
officer replaces by another. Regulation 18.

Onc which is found in the voting compartmcnt outside thc ballot box.
Regulation 33 (2)

Onc which has been cast by a pcrson in rcspcct of whom a dcclaration of
personation is made.

Proviso to Rcgulation 26.

One which docs not bcar the otl1cial mark.
Rcgulations 13 (n) and (36) (2).

One which is not to be counted on account of deliberatc mutilation.
Regulation 36 (3).

Onc issued to an applicant after anothcr person has votcd in his name.
Regulation 28.

Notc that in the Returning Officcr's Verification Statcment;-

(0) The estimated number of mutilatcd ballot papers shown in item (7) should be the difference between
the number of ballot papers entrusted to the Presiding Officer, shown in item (n) (i) of thc Ballot
Papers Account, and the sum of items (I). (6) in the Verification Statemcnt.

(b) Items (n) (i) of the Ballot Papel's Account and the total of items (I) to (7) in the Verification Statcment
should correspond. Any discrepancy should be noted below thc certificatc.



To:

THE ASSISTANT PLEBISCITE ADMINISTRATOR,

I

.... , l
I

!

Form 1'/21.

FROM:

(Insert name in BLOCi( CAPITALS)

Date , 1961

I shall be carrying out duties in relation to the plebiscite on the day of the poll

as a .
at the polling station named below:

Polling Station .

Registration Area .

Plebiscite District .

2. [was registered as entitled to vote in the plebiscite at the polling station named
below:

*Polling Station ..

Registration Area ..

Plebiscite District. .

3. r hold Registration Card No / ./ / / .

4. 1 request that my name may be transferred to the register of voters for the
polling station at which Tshall be performing duties.

Signed ,

Forwarded, and certified as correct

Signed .
Returning Officer

......................................................................Plebiscite District.

Footnote:

* IJ the name oj the polling station is not known, insert the name or number (as
shown 017 the Voter's Registration Card) oj the sub-unit.
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ANNEX XI. Instructions for the guidance of
Returning OfficeN

SOUTHERN CAMEROONS

PLEBISCITE

NOTES
for the gu idance

of
Retu rn ing Officers

THE COUNTING OF VOTES

Printed by the Authority of the United Kingdom
Plebiscite Administrator, Buea.

3

SOUTHERN CMIEROONS PLEBISCITE

NOTES l'OR THE GUIDANCE OF
RI':TURNING O}'IfICERS

THE COUNTING 01' VOTES

REfer to Regulations 34 to 4\ of the Southern Cameroons
Plebj~.dte (Pollil1g) Regulations, 1960.

2. Note that-

(a) The Returning Officer decides the place at which the
votes will be counted, and has sole charge of the
counting.

(h) Subject to any directions of the Plebiscite Adminis
trator, an assistant returning officer may perform all the
duties of the Returning Officer, but is subject to control
by the Returning Officer.

(c) Authorised counting agents appointed by political
parties may attend the counting of the votes. They
must hold- an appointment card (Form PlIO).

(d) Except with the consent of the Returning Oflicer. only
assistant returning officers, counting agents, and a
United Nations observer may be present at tbe counting
of the votes.

(t') The Returning Officer may authorise any assistant
returning officers to assist in counting the votes. and
cl:ltifying them, but counting agents may not assist.

(j) Counting should proceed continuously in the presence
of a United Nations observer, and of such counting
agents as wish to be present, allowing only a reasonable
time for refreshment until it is finished.

3. In view of(f) above, counting of the votes cast in a plebiscite
district llluslnot begin until all the ballot boxes used in that plebiscite
district arc assembled at the place of counting, or unW there is a
clear prospect of completing the counting for the whole of the
plebiscite district as a single uninterrupted process.

I
f-
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Footnote:-Envdopcs marked with an <Istcrisk are not to be opened at allY
stage.

4. Before beginning the count the Returmng Officer must
satIsfy himsdf that he is pruvided wIth the fullowmg printed furm~,

P/~ RESULT OF VOTING BY POLLJNG STATIONS
P/9 RESULTOFVOTING BY REGISTRATION AREAS
Pj22 DECLARATIOj'·J OF RESULT

UlU! also with the labeiied envrlopes and equipment listed in the
Schcuule.

,
IV,

:-lnd put the rejected ballot papers into labelled envelope

No.13 REJECTED BALLOT PAPERS:
FIRST ALTERNATIVE

(4) Opcn and exanWle the contents of

ENVELOPE No. 7
ENVELOPE No. to
ENVELOPE No. 11

(5) .3allot boxes must be dealt with one hy one. The
GREEN BOX should first he openl:d.

(0) The ballot papers must be sorted so thatlhey have their
face upwards, and be kept that way.

(7) Set a.side any invalid ballot papers. the numbers of
which are noted in Form P/6 obtained from Envclope
No.7. These will not be counted.

(8) S«:t aside any ballot paper which does not hear the
official mark made with a lead seal. These will not he
ct)tmtcd and the Returning officer must endorse on each
or them the word "rejected".

(9) Set aside any lIlutihted ballot papers where the mutil:l
tion docs not appear to the Returning Ofliccr to be
accidental. These wiB not be counted, vide regulation
36 (3).

(10) Next count the valid vote5, and enter the numhcr of
them in Form P/8 in column (h). Enter the nnmber
of rejected ballot papers in column (c), in accordance
with (8).

(l1) Put the counted ball:,,~ ('lapel'S from the GREEN BOX
into 1:1belied :lve]ope

No.12 CG':..lNTED BALLOT PAPERS:
FIRST ALTERNATIVE

(12) Open the WHITE BOX and repeat the process des
cribed in (5) to (10) in respect of its contents.

(13) Any invalid or mutilated ballot papers from the WHITE
BOX should be joined with those already set aside from
the GREEN BOX, vide (7) and (9). Any rejected
ballot papers should be set aside separately, as in (8).

MARKED COpy OF REGISTER OF
VOTERS TOGETHER WITH WRITTEN
AUTHORISATIONS RECEIVED UNDER
REGULATION 24.
COUNTERFOILS OF USED BALLOT
PAPERS
An envelope coloured GREEN, ami market!
TENDERED BALLOT PAPERS (J)

An envelope coloured WHITE, and lll<lrked
TENDERED BALLOT PAPERS (2)
TENDERED VOTES LIST (FORM P/5)
UNUSED AND SPOILT BALLOT PAPERS
STATEMENT OF INVALID BALLOT
PAPERS (FORM P/6)
UNUSED TENDERED BALLOT PAPERS
CANCELLED BALLOT PAPERS
BALLOT PAPERS ACCOUNT (FORM Pj7>
POLLING AGENTS' REPORTS (FORM
P/19)

'"No.8
No. l)

No. 10
No. ] I

*No.2

"'No.5
No.6
No.7

*No.4

"'No.3

5. Procedure should then be as foUows-

(I) Ascertain that all the ballot boxt:.: received arc prupedy
scaled and that Form P/lS (Sealing of Ballot "!!0A ;jlib)
is in every case in position; if it is not, the Rcllll'liillg

omccr must make a v;ritten note of the fact.

(2) Dcal with the ballot boxes and plebiscite papers n:ccivcd
from each registration area seriatim, recording lhc
re:S',.lts by polling stations on Form PIS.

(3) Check the labelled sealed envelopes received from the
Pn.:siding Officer of the polling station first dcail with,
vi;;
;:No. 1

.~
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(14) Enter the number of valid votes and rcj~ctcd votes from
the WHITE BOX in Form P/8 in columns (tl) and (c)
respectively.

(15) I'ut the counted ballot papers from the WHITE nox
into In belled envelope

No. 14 COUNTED BALLOT PAPERS:
SECOND ALTERNATIVE

:md put the rejected bailor papers into labelled envelope

No. 15 REJECTED BALLOT PAPERS
SECOND ALTERNATIVE.

(16) Enter the Total Votes Cast in column (n of Form PIS.
This will be the sum ofcolumf<'s (b), (c), (d) and (e).

(17) If there is more than one pair of ballot boxes from the
polling station being dealt with, repeat the processes
dcr.cribed above in (5) to (16) in respect of each pair of
ballot boxes, numbering each pair in column (a) of
Form P/8 as (I), (2), (3) etc., and each pair of envelope'>
used for the counted ballot papers and the rejected
ballot papers thus: (I), (I) ; (2), (2) ; (3), (3) ; etc.

(18) Next, and before making any entry in column (g) of
Form P/8, open and examine the contents of-

ENVELOPE No. 6 UNUSED AND SPOIl.T
BALLOT PAPERS

ENVELOPE No. 9 CANCELLED BALLOT
PAPERS.

(19) The R~turmng Officer will now be in a position to
complete the Verification Statement (Form P/7) for tlte
polling station being dealt with, obtained from Envelope
No. 10 opened at (4), following closely the notes on the
back of the statement.

(20) The entries to be made against items (I), (2) and (3) of
the Verification' Statement wiil be as disclosed by
Envelopes 6 and 9. Item (4) will he the sum of the
invalid papers found in both ballot boxes and listed in

. Form·P/6 obtained from Envelope 7.

7

(2\) Note that the number of rejected ballot papcrs to he
shown in item (5) of the Verificatioll Statemcnt will he
the sum of columlls (c) and (e) in Form PIS.

(22) Note that the figures to be entered in item (6) of the
Verification Statement will be the same as cntered in
columns (b) and (d) in Form PIS.

(:>3) If an estimate has to be made, under item (7) of the
Verification Statement, of the number of l11utiLttll
hallot papers, the Returning Officer should be guidcll
by notc (a) on the back of the Verification Statcment
read in conjunction with the actual mutilated ballot
papers found in the ballot boxes. \f there is a discre
pancy between the two, accept as "the estimated
Humber of mutilated ballot papers" whichever of the
t\\'o is the less.

Note that the point here is that (/' bal/ot papers arc
tfelihcrately torn into tll'O pieces, as one political parT)'
has advocated, one or hath pieces may he found ill tfIe
f,al/(J1 hoxes,. and it is the number of hal/ot papNS
/III/T ilated, and not the number of pieces, which has TO
II(' ('stimated under regulation 3 7 (J). Thefonnula .'lUlled

/IIul('r (23) lI'il/ not he a complete guide, since T!lere is
the possibility of persons contravening regulation
55 (1) (h) hy taking bal/ot papers, or parts (?! The hallt)t
papers issued to them, out of The pol/ing sTarioll,
hilt it lI'iff serve in most cases.

(]·1) Sign the certificate on Form PI? If there is :l discre
pancy in the total, insert a brief note of the fact helm\'
the certificate-

e.g., 3 ballot papers not accounted for.

(25) Now insert in column (g) of Form PIS the "esfim:ltt'd
number of mutilated ballot papers" arrived al as al (n),

and as shown in Form PI?

(26) Seal up the labelled envelopes indicated below with their
respective contents -

No.12 THE COUNTED BALLOT PAPERS:
FIRST ALTERNATIVE

,
\.I.)

J
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and kept safely until they can be delivered to the
A~sistant Plcbiscit~ Administrator at the end or the

count.

I
+:
I

The signed copies of Form P/8 and Form P/9 'will be
scaled up for transmission to the Plebiscitc Admini~
trator in a separate envelope labelled as under -

(35)

Proceed as above with the ballot boxes and papers from
the next polling station, entering the results similady on

the next line of Form PIS.

When all the polling stations in the registration urea
concerned have been dealt with, the Returning Officer
should total columns (b) to (g) in Form Pig and
transfer the totals so obtained to Form P/9.

Then proceed to deal with the ballot boxes and papers
from the polling station in the next registration area in
similar manner, and so on until all are finished.

At the end of the count the Rcturning Officer shuuld
total columns (b) to (g) in Form P/9 which will give
the result of the voting for the plebiscite district. 10 be
reported and published in accOl'dance with regulation

41 (h).

(34) Form P/22 will then be completed and published at the
place of counting in compliance with regulation 41 (a).

(33)

(32)

(31 )

(30)

and reseal the labelled envelopes containing the

f:)l1owing -

PLEBISCITE DISTRICT
REGISTRATION AREA
POLLING STATION

No. 13 THE REJECTED BALLOT PAPERS:
FfRST ALTERNATIVE

No. 14 THE COUNTED LALLOT PAPERS:
SECOND ALTERNATIVE

No. 15 THE REJECTED BALLOT PAP'3RS :
SECOND ALTERNATIVE

No.16 THE MUTILATED BALLOT PAPERS

No.6 THE UNUSED AND SPOILT BALLOT
PAPERS

No.7 THE STATEMENT OF INVALID BALLOT
PAPERS, together with the INVALID
BALLOT PAPERS themselves

No.9 THE CANCELLED BALLOT PAPEJ~S

No. 10 THE BALLOT PAPERS ACCOUNT AND
VERIFICATION STATEMENT.

(27) Mark all the envelopes named in (26) dearly with the
name:; of the

" (28) The Polling Agents' Reports obtained from Envelope
No. II (if any were received) will be put on one side f0r
despatch to the Assistant Plebiscite Administrator with
other Polling Agents' Reports from the other pollinp;
stations in the several r.egistration areas of the plebiscite

district.

(29) f.~1 the sealed envelopes Nos. I-tO and 12-16 will be
:.1ckcd in a brown paper parcel, tied with strin!!, sealed,
and clearly marked with blue chalk with the names of

the
1?LEBISCITE DISTRICT
REGISTRATION AREA
POLLING STATION

No.17 RESULT OF VOTING BY POLLING

STATIONS AND REGISTRATION AREAS

..............................................PLEBISCITE DISTRICT.

6. The r.rocedure outlined above 'vill be greatly facilitated amI
accelerated by good organisation. The following arrangements arc

suggested -

(a) Arrange for the headings and left-hand columns in
Forms P/8, P/9 and P/22 (i.e. the names or POllilll~
stations and registration areas) to be c()mplcted on a
typewriter beforehand, so that during the count only
the figures have to be entered in t!lese forms.



~

~

10

Prepare two copies of each of these forms in this 'Yd.}' ;is
the A:,si~tallt Plebiscite Administratur will wish to ha\c
uneset.

(b) Have not tt:wer than four assistant returnmg oflkcrs
available to assist in the counting, and assign ill advance
splx:ilic duties to each of them. The following arrallf,c
llIcnls are suggested-

No. I, the RETURNING OFFICER, should have
everything under his surveillam;c, hut ~h(lulcJ

n.::-trict his personal actions to giving tlll~ nCl:c:-;~;U'y

directions, and to entering up and signing the
yarious forms.

No. II should be responsible for checking: 1he h;IHfJt
boxes and plebiscite papers received from qch
polling station, and for producing them to Ihe

Hcturning Officer in the order required. He
should opr'; ,...ach ballot box separately under lite
eye of the Returning OlfIcer when directed to du ~(I;

and open the sealed labelled envelopes
Nos. 7, 10 and 11

and
Nos. 6 and 9
41t the stages at which they art: required, rzde
(4) and (18) in the ordered procedure.

Nl)~. III and !V should be responsible for sorting
the ballot papers, ride (6) to (9), and for coullting
them as in (10) of the ordered procedure.

No. V should be responsible for all thc forms,
envelopes and other stationery required, and [(lr
~ealing up and parcelling the envelopes rd'crrillg tu
each polling station after the count in resped of
each has been completed, as required by (26) - (29),
:.IIld (35) of the ordered procedure. He should
also be made responsible for endorsing rejected
ballot papers, l'ide (8) of the ordered procedure.

In order that sealing and parcelling may keep
pace with the counters, No. V should have two

11

capable clerks, messengers, or others, working with
him under his direction.

(c) If each of the above knows the instructions thoroughly,
and carries out his own part of them competently, it
should be possible to deal with the assembled ballot
boxes at the rate of about one every 5 minutes; i.e.
in a plebiscite district having 36 single polling stations,
with 72 ballot boxes, counting can be expected to take
about 6 bours.

(eI) It may be useful to have onc relief counter, but not more.
Remember that the ballot boxes have to be dealt with
one by one; the average contents of a ballot box will
not exceed 250 ballot papers (and will generally be less):
and the speed of thc counting proccss will depend less
on the actual counting than upon the timc it takes the
Returning Officer to record and certify rcsllits. and this
he must do personally.

(e) Arrange for light refreshments to come in at half time.

(j) After counting is completed, any counting agents
present should be invited to completc one or other of
the rcports in Form P/20.

7. As soon as possible after thc' count and by the quickest
means, the result must be conveyed, pr~ferably by wircless, to the
Plebiscite Administrator, Buea, in the following example form -

PLEBISCITE BUEA

(a) 14 BAMENDA EAST (b) 6972 SIX NINE

SEVEN TWO (c} 17 ONE SEVEN (d) 5864

FIVE EIGHT SIX FOUR (e) 99 NINE NINE

(j) ]2952 ONE TWO NINE FIVE TWO (g) 103
ONE ZERO THREE

GILLETT (name of sending officer)

Note that the lettering used is taken from Form Pj9. The Returning
Officer should affix his name to the message. The signed copies of
Form P/8 and Form P/9, se".Icd up as in (35) ofthe ordered procedure,
will at the same time be sent by quickest means to the Assistant
Plebiscite Administrator, who will arrange for them to be sent on
immediately to Plebiscite Headquarters at Buea.

I
\Tt
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SCHEDULE
OF EQUIPMENT REQUIRED FOR COUNTING OF

VOTES

(a) screwdriver;

(b) official seal;

(c) blotting paper, pens, pencils, ink, clips, etc.:

(d) sheets of brown paper:
one for every polling station to be dealt with;

(e) string:

sufficient to tie up separate parcels of plebiscite
papers in respect of every polling station to be dealt
with:

(j) sealing wax;

(g) matches;

(17) candles;

(i) Forms P/8:
2 copies for each registration area, plus some spares:

(j) Forms P/9;

(k) Forms P/22;

(I) labelled envelopes as under:

No. 12 1
No.13 I
No. 14 lOne for every poliing station to be
No. 15 r dealt with.
No. 16 JI
No. 17

(111) Cellotape:

sufficient to reseal envelopes No.6, 7, 9 and 10
from each polling station to be dealt with.

I

'",
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RESULT OF VOTING BY POLLING STATIONS
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Signed , , , .
Registration Officer.
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RESULT OF VOTING BY REGISTRATION AREAS

Southem Cameroons Plebiscite (Polling) Regulations, 1960, Regulafion 41

PLEBISCITE DISTRICT , ' , ,.. " ., , 1 •••••••••• " •••

(0)

Name of Registration Arca

(b) (c) (d) (c) (f) (g)
Votes Cast for Votcs Cast for TOTAL Estimated

FIRST Rcjected SECOND Rejected VOTES Number or
ALTERNAT1VE votes ALTERNATIVE vptcs CAST Ballot papers

Mutilated
---------------- - ------------- --_. --- ---. _._ .._-_.- ..- -_._-~- - -. _._. --.~_._.-
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PLEBISCITE DISTRICT TOTALS

Date"""."".."...."""..",February, 1961

Signed", ",., .. , , ",,,., ,, ,,, ..,, ,, , ,,,,,,,,,,,, ".."..""""" .
Returnill? Officer. '"



SOUTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE, 1961

DECLARATION OF RESU LT

Form P/'].2

PLEBISCITE DISTRICT." : " " "..

NAME OF REGISTRATION AREA
Votes Cast for

FIRST ALTERNATive
Votes Cast for

SECOND ALTERNATIVE

........................................... ",., " ,." , " ..

.......................... , , , , - , " '

...................... , , " ,,, , •• ,.,., ' " to •
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................................................. 01 "· ", ,.,I ' , .. ", 11 ' " , •• , ••.••• " " .

PLEBISCITE DISTRICT TOTALS

Signed .
Returning Officer

Date February·1961



Form P/20

One side only to be completed

OFFICE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM

PLEBISCITE ADMINISTRATOR,

BUEA, SOUTHERN CAMEROONS.

11th February, 1961

COUNTING AGENTS' REPORTS

T wish to thank you for the help you gave with the Southern Cameroons

Piebiscite by serving in the responsible office of Counting Agent. Since it is of great

importance that any serious error in the conduct of the voting should be brought

to my notice, and to that of the Returning Offker, as quickly as possible, I now

invite you to complete one of the reports printed below. The form should then be

handed back to the officer who gave it to you.

2. This form should only be used for reporting serious errors or irregularities

which have not been remedied and which in your opinion may have had an effect

upon the voting in your polling station.

H. CHILDS,

Plebiscite Administrator.

ALL COUNTING AGENTS.

(Full name ill block capitals)

con:;ider that there have been no *serious errors or irregularities connected with

the counting centre at which I served as Counting Age,lt, and that the conduct of

the count there was satisfactory.

Date ..... ... .. February, 1961

Titne ..

Signed ,............... . .

Counting Centre at................ .

*The word "serious" may be crossed out if there have been no errors

or irregularities at all.

7051-8
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I .
(Ful! name ill block capitals)

consider that there have been the following serious errors and irrecrularitic:> COIl

nected with the counting centre at which I served as Counting Agent, and t.hat the

conduct of the count there was unsatisfactory in the following respects:-

Date February, 1961

Time .

Signed , ,

Counting Centre at .
f



AJHE[ XII. Notes for the guidance ot polling agents

~f. PLEB .931W.

Office of the United Kingdom
Plebiscite Administrator,

BUEA,
Southern Cameroons.,

1.J.th February, 1961.

NOTES FOR THE GUIDPJ~CE OF POLLING AGENTS

A Polling Agent appointed by a political party
under regulation 10 of the Southern Cameroons Plebiscite
(Polling) Regulations, 1960, should arrive at the polling
station to which he is assigned by 7 a.m. on the day of
the poll, and should bring with him his card of appointment •

.EJGHTS OJtY~.Q..,...~TTS 13l1E.9llli.. THE_;3TART....9F POJ4J1!..G:

2. Before the start of the poll polling agents present
at a polling station may inspect the ballot boxes to see that
they are properly prepared 9 a nd they are also entitlecl to be
present when the presiding officer opens the sealed packet of
ballot papers, and to inspect them.

3. To be porperly prepared a ballot box must -

(i) be painted the appropriate colour, either green
or white~ as allocRted to each alternative;

(li) have attached to it with drawing pins and seal,
on the front side facing the voter, the
appropriate notice (Form p/15 on green boxes
and Form'p/16 on white boxes) stating the
particular alternative and the polling station,
registration area and the plebiscite district
in which the box is used; and

(iii) be empty, except for a dU~licate copy of the
notice referred to in (ii) above which will be
placed inside the ballot box before it is locked
and sealed and fixed in position in the voting
compartment.

Regulation 11.

~ECTION OF PERSONATION AT THE POLL

4. This is the p~imary purpose for which polling
agents are appointed, and in its performance a polling agent
may require a polling officer to put to a voter applying for
a ballot paper, at the time of his application, but not
afterwards, the questions to be found in regulation 14,

lor •• 0
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O~ either of them~ namely -
(a) "Are you the person who is on the register

of voters as follows .0000.000 •• 00000000.

(reading the copy of
••• 00000000000.000000000000.

the entry ~n the register);

(b) "Have you already voted at the plebiscite
at this or any other polling's tation?"

5. If a polling agent declares to the Presiding
Officer that he has reasonable cause to believe that an
applicant for a ballot paper is applying for a ballot
paper in the name of some other person, whether living
or dead, or of a fictitious person, or that he has applied
for a second ballot paper after he has already voted, and
if he undertakes in wriJLinE at the time of his declaration
to substantiate the charge in a court of law, the person
may be arrested on the order of the Presiding Officero

6. '~en such a declaration is made the Presiding
Officer will warn the accused person that, if he is found,
guilty of voting in another person's name, he will be liable
to a fine of £50 and imprisonment for six monthso If he
does not admit the offence, he will be allowed to vote, but
the words "protested against for personation" will be
entered against his name in the register of voters.

7. If the accused person admits the offence he will
not be allowed to vote, and if he has already voted the
Presiding Officer (or a polling officer) will make a note
of the number of the ballot paper given to him, and on the
count being taken the ballot paper will be treated as
invalid.
Regulations 25 and 26.

RIGHTS OF POLLING_~TT13 DURING THE POLLI~

8. Before a ballot paper is delivered by a polling
officp.r to a voter it will be shown to any polling agents
who are present, and the number, name and address as stated
in the register of voters will be called out. Polling
agents present should watch carefully to see that every
ballot paper issued to a voter is marked with the official
stalIll'. If it is nQi..§..Q marked it Kill not be countel!,.

Regulations 13 and 36(2)0
00./3 00.
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RIGHTS OF POLLING AGENTS AT ~~ EiiD OP T;~ POLL.______..--..-..-·,__..·...'__.. ...__.._~,, ......iI_ "'""'~_,""",_"''',._'''' .__

9. At the end of tile poll any polli:i.1g agents in
attendo.nce o.t a polling station arc enti tle(l to be present
when tlle ballot boxes ere closed ::.nd Ew[~led up to j?rcven't
tho introducticil1 of addi tiO:1Cl bcD.ot pc.l1crs, by the: gum: .~ .•1g

and sealing of Form p/lS over the alits.

10. They are also entitled to verify the Ballot Papers
Account which the Presiding Officer is required to complete •
.Any polling agent by whom SUCil vE-rification is made ::lust
si@1 his name on the Ballot Papers AccolliLt.
Regnlation 33.

11. After tnis ~as been done c:1Y polling agent present
will be invited to make n report Oi.l the ccnduct of the
j..11ebisci te at the polling stE~tion on a printed form which
will be handed to him by the PresidinG Officer.

~4L~

12. It is to be :10tecl thct by regulation 6(1) the
PresidinG Officer is in complete c:lo.rge of t21e polling
station \'lith full o.utilOri ty to do everything to ensure
tho smooth conduct of voting i:~ accordCJ1CE: ...:i th the
regula tions, and to Llcintain order i.~ the polling station.
A polling agent is not entitlod to givo t:le Presiding Officer
any directions yli th regard to' t~le perl'ormance of his duties.
He fiuet accept the rulings of the Presiding Officer, and

must not argue with him. If lle miscoi.1ducts himself he may
be removed from the pollinG station under regulation 30.

13. A polling agent is not entitled to impede the
process of voting, or to demrold that any voter attending
to cast his vote should be searched.

14. When the Presiding Officer inspects the screened
voting compartment to satisfy himself thrt it is in order,
and to collect any ballot papers left there outside the
ballot boxes for cancellation, he will invite two of the
polling agents present, froJ different ~olitical parties,
chosen in turn, to accorr.pany him.

•••/4
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15. .A polli.ng agent in nttendance at a polling station
is egually bound '.7i th the pollinG staff on duty there to
maintain the secrecy of voting, and is liable to prosecution
if he does not do so.
Regulc.tiol1 53.

16. At the e:i.1d of voting polling o..eents may stay with
the ballot boxes until they are handed over by the Presiding
Officer to the Returning Officer at the collecting centre.
vVhen the Ret~wning Officer transports the ballot boxes from
the collecting centre to the cQ'l.mting p lace he will invite
each political Jarty represented to nominate one of: its
polling agents to accompany them.
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ANNEX XIII. Southern Cameroons Plebiscite (Voting Petitions)
Regulations, 1961

B'lt

Sapplement to Southern Cameroom Gazette No.3 Vol. 7. 21st January, 1961 - Part B

S.C.L.N. 3 of 1961

SOUTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE ORDER
IN COUNCIL, 1960

Southern Cameroons Plebiscite (Voting Petitions) Regulations, 1961

Commencement .. 21st January, 1961

In exercise of the powers conferred by Article 4 of the Southern Cameroons T'lebisci~c
Ordcr in Council, 1960, upon the Commissioner of tbe Southern Cameroons, th.. Officer
Administering the Government of the Southern Cameroons has made the following regula
tioos-

1. These regulations may be cited as the Southern Cameroons Plebiscite
(Voting Petitions) Regulations, 1961.

2. In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires

"assistant plebiscite administrator" means a person appointed as
such under paragraph (3) of Article 6 of the Order ;

"Court" means a Special Court constituted under Article 7 of the
Order;

"the Ortier" means the Southern Cameroons Plebiscite Order in
Council, 1960 ;

"the plebiscite" means the plebiscite provided for in the Order;

"the Plebiscite Administrator" means the person appointed under
paragraph (2) of Article 6 of the Order to be responsible for the conduct
of the plebiscite ;

"Polling Regulations" means the Southern Cameroons Plebiscite
(Polling) Regulations, 1960 ;

"register of voters" means a register of voters prepared under Article
5 of the Order ;

Citation.

Interpre
tation.

S.C.L.N. S3
of 1960.

"registration area" means an area designated as such in accordance S.C.L.N. S4
with the provisions of the Southern Cameroons Plebiscite (Registration) of 1960.
Regulations, 1960 ;

"returning officer" means a person appointed as such under para
graph (3) of Article 6 of the Order;

"tendered votes list" means the tendered votes list referred to ift
paragraph (2) of regulation 28 ;

"United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner" means the person appoint
ed by the General Assembly of the United Nations to supervise the
plebiscite on behalf of the United Nations; and

"voter" means a person registered on a register of voters.
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3. (1) Any regi3tered voter who-

(a) complains that any person who was not a registered voter voted
in the plebiscite ; or

(h) complains that his vote was only accepted as a vote on the
tendered votes list ; or

(c) complains that any personation, treating, undue influence,
bribery or illegal practice within the meaning given to these expressions
in part IV of the Polling Regulations has taken place in any registration
area

may petition the Court which exercises jurisdiction in respect of the area
to which the petition relate~ I

Provided that no petition may include matters which relate to more
than one registration area.

(2) A petition under the provisions of paragraph (1) of this regulation
shall be lodged at the office of the Plebiscite Administrator at Buea, or at
the office of the assistant plebiscite administrator at Bamenda, Mamfe or
Kumba, in quadruplicate, together with such number of additional copies
as there are respondents, in the Form I of the Schedule to these regula
tions, within a period of ten days from the date of th~ plebiscite, and the
Plebiscite Administrator or the assistant plebiscite administrator shall-

(a) give a receipt for the petition;

(b) forward the original of the petition to the Court having jurisdic
tion in respect of the petition;

(c) forward a copy to the returning officer for the registration area
to which the petition relates; and

(d) forward a copy to the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner
in the Southern Cameroons or his representative.

(3) The Court having jurisdiction shall consider each petition and shall,
if the petition discloses no ground of complaint appearing in paragraph (I)
of this regulation, and after hearing the petitioner in public, if he wishes
to be heard, dismiss the petition and may dismiss any petition if, after
hearing the petitioner and his witnesses, if any, in public, the Court is
satisfied that the petitioner cannot produce any evidence in support of
the petition.

(4) Whenever the Court dismisses a petition under the provisions of
the preceding paragraph the Court shall so inform the Plebiscite Admi·
nistrator, the returning officer and the United Nations Plebiscite Com
missioner stating his reasons therefor.

(1) If a petition is not dismissed under the provisions of paragraph 3,
the Court shall cause a copy to be served on each respondent named in
accordance with the provisions of regulation 8.

4. (1) During the trial of a petition the Court may order the production
and inspection of the ballot papers, counterfoits, tendered votes list and
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register of voters and the production of any such documents or papers
which have been enclosed in sc<tled packets and such sealed packets shall
be produced so sealed and opened by the Court;

Provided that in making such an order and carrying it into effect care
shall be taken to ensure that the way in which any particular voter voted
or wished to vote is not disclosed until it is proved that his vote was given
and that the vote is declared by the Court to be invalid Of, in a case where
it is complained that a vote was only accepted as a Yote in the tendered
votes list, until it is proved that the person was not entitled to vote.

(2) Upon giving notice to the Court, the Plebiscite Administrator or
any person appointed by him for that purpose, shall be entitled to be
heard upon any matter relating to a petition and to examine witnesses
and to call evidence.

5. (I) The decision of the Court on any petition under the provisions
of these regulations and allY "ward of costs shall be final.

(2) The Commissioner of the Southern Cameroons may remit the
whole or part of any award of costs.

(3) No fec3 shall be charged in connection with proceedings under
these regulations.

(4) The provisions of paragraph 9 of regulation 13 of the Southern
Cameroons Plebiscite (Registration) Regulations, 1960 shall apply, mutatis
mutandis, to all matters and questions relating to default in payment of
r..Jsts.

6. (1) The decision of the Court in respect of any petition heard and
determined by the Court, including the findings of the Court upon the
facts of the case, shall be transmitted to the Plebiscite Administrator in
accordance with the provisions of parabraph (1) of Article 9 of the Order.

(2) A copy of a'ly decision, including the findings of the Court upon
the facts of the case, shall be transmitted to the United Nations Plebiscite
Commissioner.

7. In determining the petition the Court shall give to the Plebiscite
Administrator a certificate setting out the number of votes cast in favour
of each alternative which the Court has declared to be invalid and the
number of votes in favour of each 1uestion which the Court has declared
should have been counted but Which were not counted.

8. Before proceeding to determine any petition the Court shall be
satisfied that every person n:quired by these regulations to be served with
a copy of such petition has been so served, or if such person cannot be
found or has evaded service the Court shall be satisfied that nIl reasonable
efforts have been made to effect service and may in its discretion direct
what action, including an order for substituted service, is to b~ taken to
effect service in any particular case.

9. The Court may direct that any person lodging a petition shall give
security for costs, in such manner and to such amount, not exceeding one
hundred pounds, as the Court may direct, and where the Court gives such
directions no petition shall be cnterh)ined until such security is given.

B 13
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10. The time and place of trial of each voting petition shall be fixed by
the Court and notice in writing thereof shall

(a) be posted in a conspicuous place in the vicinity of the place of
trial;

(h) be published in the registration area in respect of which the
petition is made ; and

(c) be served on the petitioner and on each person named as a respon
dent in such manner as the Court may direct, together with a copy of
the petition.

11. The notice of trial shall be as in Form 2 in the Schedule to these
regulations.

12. (1) Upon application made by the petitioner the Court may in its
discretion allow the petitioner to amend the petition upon such terms, as
to costs or otherwise, as may seem just.

(2) Such application for leave to amend the petition shall be made by
motion on notice to each person named in the petition.

13. The Court may order the attendance of any person as a witness
upon the hearing of a petition, and for the purpose of compelling the
attendance of any person before the Court to give evidence and for the
maintenance of order during the hearing, shall have the same powers as the
High Court in the exercise of its civil jurisdiction.

14. Save as otherwise provided by these regulations the procedure
applicable to the trial of an election petition in the High Court under the
provisions of the Elections (Southern Cameroons House of Assembly)
Regulations, 1957, shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to all matters and
questions relating to procedure, admission ofevidence and costs, including
the taxation of costs, arising during the hearing of or upon the determi
nation of a petition under the provisions of these regulations.

15. Any person who by abuse of the process of the Court attempts to
impede, frustrate or delay the obtaining of the result of the plebiscite in
any registration area shall be guilty of an offence and, in addition to any
order and the payment of any costs in any proceedings relating to a
petition, shall be liable to a fine or one hundred pounds and imprisonment
for six months. .

16. Notwithstanding anything contained in any written law whereby
jurisdiction is conferred upon any civil court, whether such jurisdiction
is original, appellate, or by way of transfer, the civil courts of the Southern
Cameroons shall not have jurisdiction to entertain any civil cause or
matter instituted for the purpose of deciding any matter which can be
determined by a Court under these regulations.
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(Reg. 3(2) )
SCHEDULE

FORM 1

SOUTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE

IN THE SPECIAL COURT

FORM OF PETITIOr-;

Plebiscite voting in registration area .

of the , plebiscite

District in the Southern Cameroons.

The Petition of A.B. of .
(here insert a sufficient postal address for effective service of any notice
by the Special Court), whose name is subscribed hereto.

1. Your petitioner claims that-

(a) the person specified below who was not a registered voter voted
in the plebiscite in the above named registration area.

PARTICULARS

Name .

Address .

(b) being a registered voter, his vote was only accepted as a vote on
the tendered votes list for the above registration area..

(c) the offences specified below, being offences referred to in sub~

paragraph (c) of paragraph (I) of regulation 3 of the Southern Came
roons Plebiscite (Voting Petitions) Regulations, 1961, were committed
by the persons named in connection with the holding of the plebiscite
in the above named registration area.

PARTICULARS

2. And your petitioner prays that the decision of the Court upon th~

above petition be forwarded to the Plebiscite Administrator. together
with the Court's certificate under Regulation 7 of the Southern Cameroons
Plebiscite (Voting Petitions) Regulations. 1961 (if appropriate).

(5;igl7ed) .
fetitiOl7l'r

B 15

-Delete
whiche\cr
is not
applicable.
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FORM 2

SOUTHERN CAMEROONS PIJEBISCITE

IN THE SPECIAL COURT

HEARING NOTICE

(Reg. 11)

Plebiscite voting in registration area .

of the Plebiscite District in the ..
SOllthern Cameroons.

Petition of of '" .

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••••••••••••••••••• ~ • • • • • • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••

Take notice that the above petition will be heard at ..

on the day of ., .. '" , .
and on such other subsequent days as may be necessary.

DATED the day of ,19 '"

Judge
(or Clerk to the Court)

MADE at Buea this 7th day of January, 1961.

By His Honour's Command,

KENNETH B. SCOIT,
.~ecretary to the Commissioner



ANNEX. XIi. Southern Cameroons Plebiscite Order in Council, 1960;
Southern C?JIleroons Notice No. 36, liThe Two Alternatives"

Extraordinary

Southern Cameroons Gazette
Published by Authority

No.4
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SOUTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE

THE CONSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECISION

AT THE PLEBISCITE

INTRODUCTION

1JOO~ IYW@

£~¥~~~&IJ~W~~

PRINTED BY AUTHORITY

The United Nations General Assembly, after hearing thb state
ment made by the representative of the Administering Autli.ority,
by the Premier of the Southern Cameroons and by the leader of the
opposition in the Southern Cameroons House of Assembly, by
Resolution 1352 (XIV) of 16th October, 1959, decided that arrange
ments should be made for a plebiscite to be lleld in the Southern
Cameroons and that the two questions to be put at the plebiscite
should be:-

(a) Do you wish to achieve indep~ndence by joining the
independent Federation of Nigeria ?

(b) Do you wish to achieve independence by joining the
independent Republic of Cameroun ?

On 31st May, 1960, the United Nations Trusteeship Council,
by Resolution 2013 (XXVI), requested the Administering Authority
to take steps, in consultation with the Authorities concerned, to
ensure that the people of the Territory are fully informed, before the
plebiscite, of the constitutional arrangements which would have to
be made, at the appropriate time, for the implemcn.tation of the
decision at the plebiscite.

This booklet is being produced in pursuance of the Trusteeship
Council Resolution referred to above and will be used to explain to
the public of the Southern Cameroons the constitutional implica
tions of the two plebiscite choices.

The implications ofjoining the Federation of Nigeria have been
made clear in undertakings given by Nigerian :Ministers. Trustee
ship would be terminated at an early date and the Southern
Cameroons would join the Federation with the status of a fully
self-governing Region equal in all respects with the other Regions in
an independent Nigeria. The Federation of Nigeria already has a
constitution which provides for regional Governments and it is,
therefore, possible to set out in detail the constitutional arrange
ments that would be made if the plebiscite decision is in favour of
the first alternative: these arrangementswill be found on pages 7 to 12
below.

Insofar as the implications ofjoining the independent Republic
of the Cameroun are concerned, Mr Foneha, in his capacity as
leader of the political party advocating joining the independent

I
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Republic of Cameroun, has consulted directly with the President of
the Republic of the Cameroun on the terms upon which the Southern
Cameroons might be united with the Republic if the result of the
plebiscite should be in favour of such a course. Her Majesty's
Government, as Administering Authority, have on several occasions
enjoined upon those concerned the need for clarification of
these terms. A number of meetings have taken place in Yaounde,
Douala and Buea at which Mr Foncha and his colleagues
have discussed this question with Preside:lt Ahidjo and members
of his Government. These meetings have resulted in two joint
communiques which are reproduced in full on pages 13 to 15,
and which the Government of the Republic of Cameroun, in
response to a formal request by Her Majesty's Government have
authorised for publication.

In November, 1960, the Secretary of State for the Colonies
(Mr. lain 1vlac1eod) received, at the request of Mr. Foncha, a
delegation representing the government and other parties in the
Southern Cameroons. The main matter discussed at the talks was
the implication of the second choice in the plebiscite. The Secretary
of State said that in the view of Her Majesty's Government, the
United Nations in adopting the two alternatives of joining Nigeria
or the Cameroun Republic, clearly ruled out a period of continuing
Trusteeship or separate independence for the Southern Cameroons.
In Her Majesty's Government's view, therefore, if the plebiscite
goes in favour of the Cameroun Republic, arrangements would have
to be made for the early termination of Trusteeship. The Secretary
of State had noted that the Premier of the Southern Cameroons had
ascertained from the President of the Cameroun Republic that a
Federal fOInl of constitution would be acceptable. The following
interpretation was proposed as being consistent with the second
question, it being understood that the association of the United
Nations with the post-plebiscite conference mentioned in the text
below would be subject to its agreement :-

"A vote for attaining independence by joining the Republic
would mean that, by an early date to be decided by the United
Nations after consultation with the Governments of the
Southern Cameroons, the Cameroun Republic and the United
Kingdom as Administering Authority, the Southern
Cameroons and the Cameroun Republic would unite in a
Federal United Cameroun Republic. The an-angements
would be worked out after the plebiscite by a conference
consisting of representative delegations of equal status from
the Republic and the Southern Cameroons. The United
Nations and the United Kingdom would also be associated
with this conference. During the short period while the
arrang~ments for transfer were being made the United King
dom would of course be ready to continue to fulfil tllt;;r
responsibilities under the Trusteeship Agreement."

.\
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The President of the Republic of Cameroun and Mr. Foncha
have endorsed the interpretation of the second plebiscite question
set out above in the terms of the communique quoted on page 15.

The Republic of Cameroun at the present time has a unitary
form of constitution. A federal form ofconstitution for the Federal
United Republic ofCameroun would be drawn up after the plebiscite
and when it is known what states will form the Federation. The
communiques quoted in pages 13 to 15 set out in outline the
terms and conditions, as agreed by Mr Fonella and President
Ahidjo and endorsed by the Government of the Republic of
Cameroun, upon which the Southern Cameroons would join the
Republic in the event of the vote in the plebiscite being in favour of
such a course.

It will be observed from a study of the statements on pages 7
to 15 that there are a number of matters, arrangements for which
would fall to be made after the plebiscite.

In the arrangements which have been made for the plebiscite,
GREEN is the colour which has been allocated to the first alter
native on which a vote can be cast, namely, for achieving indepen
dence by joining the independent Federation of Nigeria; and
WHITE is the colour which has been allocated to the second
alternative on which a vote can be cast, namely, for achieving
independence by joining the independent Republic of Cameroun.
The ballot boxes to be used in the plebiscite will be painted GREEN
and WHITE respectively.

The day fixed for the plebiscite is Saturday, 1Ith February, 1961.

I
\.t.)



7

CONSTITUTIONAL POSITION OF THE SOUTHERN

CAME~OONS IN THE EVEI''T OF IT ELECTING

TO BECOME A PART OF THE FEDERATION OF

NIGERIA

I

Undertaking of the Nigerian Governments

In paragraph 70 of the Report by the Resumed Nigeria Consti·
tutional Conference held in London in 1958 it was stated:

"The Conference confirmed that, if this proved to be the wish
of the people of the Territory, Nigeria would welcome the
Southern Cameroons as part of the Federation with the status
of a full self-governing Region equal in all respects with the
other Regions in an independent Nigeria".

This was confirmed at the Constitutional discussions between
Nigerian Ministers and Ministers of the United Kingdom which were
held in London in May, 1960. In the final communique issued
after these discussions it was stated :

"There was an exchange of views on the Cameroons under
British Trusteeship which in accordance with the resolution of
the United Nations would be separated from Nigeria when
Nigeria became independent. It was noted that the questions
in the plebiscites to be held early in 1961 posed a choice
between joining Nigeria or joining the Republic of Cameroun.
It was agreed that if the Southern Cameroons joined Nigeria
it would, as stat~d in paragraph 70 of the 1958 Conference
report, be with the status of a full self-governing Region equal
in all respects with the other Regions. It was hoped to
ascertain from the government of the Republic of the
Cameroun the terms on which the Northern and/or Southern
Cameroons would enter the Republic".

II

The Federation of Nigeria would consist of the Regions of
N0l1hern Ni{!eria (includin{! the Northern Cameroons if it decided
to join the ~Federation), Western Nigeria, Eastern Nigeria, the
Federal Territory of Lagos and the Region of the Southern Came
roons.

The Federation and each of its component Regions is a parlia
mentary democracy with ministerial councils responsible to the
legislatures and with a Governor-General (in the case of the
Federation) or a Governor (in the case ofa Region) as Her l'\-Iajesty's
Representative.

I
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Federal Structure

The Federal Parliament consists of a Senate and a House of
Representatives. The Senate consists of twelve senators from each
Region, four from the FederalTerritory ofLagos and four nominated
by the Governor-General on the advice of the Federal Prime
Minister. The Southern Cameroons would thus have twelve
senators. The House of Representatives would consist of 320
directly elected members (including the Northern Cameroons if it
decided to join the Federation) the number of members from each
Region being based on the proportion the population of that Region
bears to the total population of the Federation. On this basis the
Southern Cameroons would have eight members in the Federal
House of Representatives.

The Governor-General appoints as Prime Minister of the
Federation a member of the House of Representatives who appears
likely to command the support of a majority of the members of that
House. The other ministers are appointed in accordance with the
advice of the Prime Minister from among the members of the
Senate and House of Representatives.

The principal matters in which only the Federal Parliament can
legislate (i.e., reserved exclusively to it) include :

Aviation and meteorology
External borrowing, currency and coinage. exchange control
Control of Capital issues
Copyright
Customs and excise, including export duties
Defence and Police (other than local government police)
Certain Higher Educational Institutions
External affairs
External trade
Immigration and emigration
Incorporation and regulation of companies
Insurance (other than purely intra-regional)
Shipping and navigation
Mines and minerals, including oil and natural gas
Naval, military and air forces
Nuclear energy
Patents and trademarks
Posts, telegraphs and telephones
Railways
Trunk roads
Company taxes and sales taxes'
Wireless broadcasting and television
In certain matters the Federal and Regional legislatures have

concurrent authority, i.e., they have equal right to initiate legislation,
but if a Regional law is inconsistent with a Federal law the Regional

law is void to the extent of the inconsistency. The principal
concurrent subjects include:

Antiquities
Arms and ammunition
Bankruptcy
Census
Commercial and industrial monopolies, combines and trusts
Higher Education (other than the institutions 1n the Exclusive

list)
Industrial development
Labour, industrial relations
National monuments and parks
Prisons
Professional Qualifications
Public safety and public order
Scientific and industrial research
Surveys and statistics
Tourism
Traffic on Federal trunk roads
Waterpower

All residual matters, i.e., those which are not specified as exclusive or
concurrent, would come within the sole authority of the Southern
Cameroons Government.

The Federal Supreme Court is the court of appeal from the
High Courts of the Regions and Lagos. It has no original juris
diction except in disputes between the Federation and a Region or
between Regions, and in questions as to the interpretation of the
Federal and Regional Constitutions.

IV
Regional Structure

If the Southern Cameroons elected to join the Federation of
.. Nigeria it would become a full self-governing region within the

Federation in all respects equal to and having the same powers as
the other Regions. In particular, it would have:

(a) A Governor, who, as Her Majesty's Representative, would
be bound to act in accordance with the advice of his
ministers except in respect of a limited number of topics,
e.g. dissolution ofparliament, appointmentof the Premier.

(b) A legislature consisting of a House of Assembly elected
by universal adult suffrage and a House of Chiefs
containing not less than eighteen chiefs selected in
accordance with special regulations. The power of the
legislature to make laws would be exercised by bills
passed by both Houses. A bill (other than a money bill,
i.e., one involving financial measures) may originate in

VI

·.,......L..~·is "*&>1""'$-'", "7 l;"iixrtnMY?t- -: 'Vb +, ''ti " ~'io......c-o....~",-,_
_~"".. '_»)' f



10

either House, but a money bill may originate only in the
House of Assembly. The House of Chiefs would have a
delaying power only.
The legislature would be empowered to legislate on aU
concurrent matters and on all matters not specified as
concurrent or exclusive. These residual subjects would
include primary and secondary education, -agriculture,
forestry, veterinary services, co-operatives, local govern
ment, land, medical services, administration ofjustice and
roads (other than Federal trunk roads). The legislature
would be empowered to pass its own budget and to raise
revenue for all matters within its competence.

(c) An Executive Council consisting of a Premier appointed
by the Governor and other Ministers appointed on the
recommendation of the Premier. The Premier would be
the person who appeared likely to command a majority
among the members of the House of Assembly. The
Premier and other Ministers would be members of the
House ofAssembly but at least two of the Ministers would
be members of the House of Chiefs. The Executive
Council would be responsible for the executive govern
ment of the Southern Cameroons.

(d) A High Court of the Southern Cameroons with full
jurisdiction in Civil and Criminal matters. The Southern
Cameroons would also have its own system of Magistrates
Courts and Customary Courts.

(e) A Southern Cameroons Public Service, distinct and
separate from the other public services in the Federation.
The Public Service would be controlled by a Southern
Cameroons Public Service· Commission responsible to the
Southern Cameroons Government and pensions of
retired officers of this Public Service would be a charge on
Southern Cameroons funds.

The Southern Cameroons Government would advance to the
status of a full self-governing Region in a sovereign Federation equal
in all respects with the other Regions and its Government would
consequently be supreme in all matters within its competence. The
Federal Government would have no overriding powers in such
matters, except that if the Federal Government and the Southern
Cameroons Government were both to legislate on a subject in the
Concurrent list the Federal law would, in the event of inconsistency,
prevail.

V
The following are the provisions for the amendment of the

Constitution :
(a) Federal Constitution-

(i) Entrenched provisions: amendment requires a two
thirds majority of all the members in each House of

11

the Federal Parliament and the concurrence, by
simple majority, of each House of the Legislatures of
at least two Regions. (The entrenched provisions
include such matters as human rights, the operation
of regional constitutions, the Federal Parliament and
its exercise of legislative power, the Executive's
powers, judicial and police affairs, public funds, the
public service and the Exclusive and Concurrent
legislative lists).

(ii) Ordinary provisions: amendment requires a two
thirds majority of all the members of each House of
the Federal Parliament.

(b) Southern Cameroons (Regional) Constitution-Amend
ment would require a two-thirds majority of each House
and, in the case of entrenched provisions, would also
require the concurrence of the Federal Parliament.

VI
Miscellaneous Provisions

Arrangements in respect of the following subjects would be
broadly on the same lines as those obtaining before October 1st,
1960 :
Defence National defence is assured by the Federal armed forces
recruited from all parts of the Federation, which would include the
Southern Cameroons.
Police The Federation is policed by a federal police force recruited
from all parts of the Federation, which would include the Southern
Cameroons.
Local Government would continue as at present.
The Legal System would continue as at present. There would
be magistrates' and customary courts and a High Court presided
over by a Chief Justice. Appeals from the High Court would be
heard by the Federal Supreme Court which would hold sessions as
necessary in the Southern Cameroons. Appeals from the Federal
Supreme Court would go to the Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council.
Currency The present currency would continue to be used.
Education The following higher educational institutions are a
Federal responsibility:

The University College at Ibadan
The University College Teaching Hospital
The Nigerian College of Arts, Science and Technology
The West African Institute of Social and Economic Research
The Pharmacy School at Yaba
The Forestry School at Ibadan
The Veterinary School at Vom

I
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Other higher education is a concurrent responsibility and the
Southern Cameroons would consequently be able to found institu
tions for higher education itself; the remainder ofeducational matters
is an entirely Regional responsibility.

Official Language The language of the legislature, the Courts and
the administration would be the English language.

Position of Native Rulers Chiefs recognised by native law and
custom as the traditional rulers would be recognised by the Federal
and Regional Governments as provided by existing legislation and
their representation secured in the House of Chiefs.

Federal Public Service The Federal Public Service is open to
citizens ofall Regions, whichwould include the Southern Cameroons.
There are at the present time thirty-eight Departments and services
staffed by members of the Federal Public Service, opportunities for
advancement in which are equal for all members whatever their
Region of origin. The pensions of Federal officers are a charge on
Federal funds.

Internal Tariffs There would be no internal tariffs (i.e., duties on
the internal movement of goods) and internal trade would be free.

Revenue Federal revenue is raised principally from the proceeds
of Customs and Excise, import and export duties, and sale taxes on
certain commodities. Part of this revenue goes into a pool of funds
which is shared out on an agreed basis amongst all the Regions,
which would include the Southern Cameroons.

Regional taxes are collected in such manner as the legislature
may provide, e.g., Income Tax, direct taxation.

Membership of the British Commonwealth The Federation is a
sovereign independent member of the Commonwealth and by
joining the Federation the Southern Cameroons would enjoy all the
benefits of membership of the Commonwealth; being entitled
amongst other things to the preferential treatment for its exports
as at present enjoyed and to other sources of aid available to
Commonwealth members.

Roads Trunk roads and the expansion of trunk roads (but not the
traffic on them) would be an exclusively Federal responsibility to be
paid for out of federal funds. Other roads would be constructed
and maintained from regional funds.

Human Rights Fundamental human rights (such as protection
against deprivation oflife and liberty, freedom from discrimination,
freedom of conscience, expression and movement, the right of
recourse to the courts and of a fair hearing or trial) are written into
the Federal Constitution and laws which contravene them will not
be enforced by the courts. All these constitutional provisions
covering fundamental rights are entreI.!;hed.
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CONSTITUTIONAL POSITION OF THE SOUTHERN

CAMEROONS IN THE EVENT OF IT ELECTING TO

BECOME A PART OF THE REPUBLIC OF CAMEROUN

COr\1MUNIQUE

CONSIDERING that in the application of the Republic at the
14th Session of the United Nations a plebiscite is to be organised
in February 1961 to allow the people ofthe Southern Cameroons
under British Trusteeship and the people of the Northern
Came~oons under British Trusteeship to declare whether ~hey

wish to join the Federation of Nigeria or to be united with the
Cameroun Republic,

LONSIDERING that in the event of the result of this plebiscite
being in favour of Reunification the application of this reunifi
cation on a federal basis allowing for the particular conditions
of each group, could not be automatic but gradual,

CONSIDERING that the representatives of the Cameroun
Republic and of the Government Party of the Southern Came
roons vigorously reaffirm the desire of their peoples to be
reunited in one Nation,

CONSIDERL.~G that the political heads have already met twice to
examine the broad outlines of the Constitution of the two
Federated States, they have, at the conclusion of their third
meeting of the 10, 11, 12 and 13th October, 1960, decided to
adopt the broad outlines of the Constitution which they will
adopt in the event oftile plebiscite vote being favourable to them.

JOIl~--r DECLARATION

The representatives of the Cameroun Republic and the Govern
ment Party of the Southern Cameroons under British Trusteeship
met for the third time to continue their discussions on the projected
Constitution which would govern the reunified Cameroun.

At the conclusion of these talks, the Hon. J. N. Foncha,
Prime Minister of the Southern Cameroons, His Excellency 1\1.
Ahmadou AHIDJO. President of the Cameroun Republic, and
M. Charles ASSALE. Prime Minister and Head of the Cameroun
Govemment.

STATE:

1. that they wish to use every available mear.s to bring to a
successful conclusion the task of national reunification which
they have set themselves;

2. that in no case will the United Cameroun be a part either of
the French Community or the British Commonwealth;

J
-...:J



IS

JOINT COl\-IMUNIQUE

5. In the event of the Southern and Northern Cameroons voting
in favour of reunification, those entrusted with the responsi
bility of the affairs of the Unified Cameroons would, through
mutual agreement, specify the manner in which the populations
of the Cameroons would be asked to express their opinion on
the Federal Constitution.

The representatives of the government party of the Southern
Cameroons under British Trusteeship, led by the Hon. J. N.
FONCHA, Prime Minister, on thei r return from London where they
had talks with the United Kingdom Minister for the Colonies on the
future of their territory, had on the 1st and 2nd December a fourth
meeting with the delegation of the Cameroun Republic, led by the
President of the Republic, Ahmadou AHIDJO.

The two parties were in full agreement :
1. that the United Nations General Assembly has stated with

clarity the two questions which will be put at the time of the
plebiscite on the 11th February, 1961, i.e.,
(a) Do you wish to attain independence by Unification with

the Independent Federation of Nigeria; or
(b) Do you wish to attain independence by Unification with

the Independent Cameroun Republic.

2. that the two delegations ';,hilst in agreement with the interpre
tation of the second question which was accepted in London,
regret that the representatives of the N011hern Cameroons
were not present at this Conference and ask:
(a) that immediately after the plebiscite and in the event of

the people voting in favour of unification with the
Cameroun Republic, a Conference should be held attended
by representatives of the Cameroun Republic and the
Southern and Northern Cameroons.

(b) that this Conference, at which representatives of the
Trusteeship Authority and possibly those of the United
Nations would be present, would have as its aim the
fixing of time limits and conditions for the transfer of
sovereign powers to an organisation representing the
future Federation.

I
(X).
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Signed AHIDJOFONCHASigned

3. that they wish to create a Federal State whose institutions
could be broadly outlined as follows:

The Federal United Cameroun Republic will be a demo
cratic state. Itwill have its motto, its anthem and its flag.
The nationals of the federated states will enjoy Came
rounian nationality. The Federal State in the first stage
will have power to deal with matters listed below as a
minimum:

public freedoms
nationality
national defence
foreign affairs
higher education
immigration and emigration
federal budget
posts and telecommunications

A list of powers which \yould fall within the competence
of the Federal Government in the second stage will be
set out in the Constitution.

The Federal Authorities will be composed of:
a Federal Executive headed by the President
of the Republic, Chief of the Federal State,
Federal legislature consisting of a Federal Legislative
Assembly and a Federal Senate.

Certain federal laws will only be enacted in such a way
that no measures contrary to the interest of one State will
be imposed upon it by the majority (system of second
reading with a qualified majority).
In the event of a conflict oflaws between the Federal State
and the Federated States, the federal law will prevail.
In non-federal matters, the Authorities of each of the
Federated States will have exclusive competence.
Each of the Federated States will pe ruled by a Govern
ment and will have a Legislative Assembly.
A federal Court of Justice will have as its purpose to
unify judicial systems and to act as the Highest Court of
Appeal of the Federal State.
Federal servic~s will be established to carry out federal
Administration.
Legislation (or systems of legislation in force) will remain
valid until the enactment of federal legislation.

4. The Federation will be created by the Cameroun Republic and
the Southern Cameroons under British Trusteeship. The
two parties hop~ that the Northern Cameroons under British
Trusteeship will also enter into this federation, either ~s a
separate State, or as a part of the Cameroons at present under
British Trusteeship.

14



Part Two - ~he Plebiscite in the Northern Cameroons

ANNEX XV. General Assembly resolution 1473 (XIV) of 12 December 1959

1473 (XIV). The ,future of the Trust Territory; of the CameEoons
~nder United ~ingdom admini~~~ion: organization
of a further plebiscite in +;~ northern part. of
the J'errj,tory

The Ge~.!'~l AgJemb.1l,

Recalling its resolution 1350 (XIII) of 13 March 1959, concerning the

future of the Trust Territ.ory of the Cameroons under United Kingdcm administra

tiOl!, which reconnnended that a plebiscite should take place in the Northern

Cameroons in November 1959 and requested the United Nations Plebiscite

Conm1.ssioner to submit to the Trusteeship Council in t:iJne for conaideration

by the General Assembly at its fourteenth session a report on the organization,

conduct and results of this plebiscite,

Having examined the report of the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner

and the report of the Trusteeship Council thereon,

Noting from the report of the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner that

the people of the Northern Cameroons have decided by a substantial majority

that they are in favour of deciding their future at a later date,

Notin~ further that the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner is satisfied

that the plebiscite was ccnducted in a fair and impartial manner,

Noting the 8ta.tement made by the rer1resentative of the Administet'ing

Authority at the 98Bth meeting of the Fourth Committee on 5 December 1959 to

the effect that urgent action is being taken to introduce refonns in the system

of local administration in the Northern Cameroons,

~g heard the petitioner,

Cons1.dering that the extremely close date of the elections to the'

Legislative Assembly of the Federati.on of Nigeria makes it impossible for the

, General Assembly t~ take a decision with regard to the participation or non

participation of the people of the Northern Cameroons in these elections,

1. Expresses its high appreciation of the work of the United Nationes

Plebiscite Commissj~ner and the United Nations staff under his direction;

2. Recommends that the Adm:!.nister5 ng Authority, in 'PUrsuance of Article 76 b

of the Charter of the United Nations and in consultation with the

United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner, organize under United Nations supervision

a further plebiscite in the Northern Cameroons, the arrangements for which 8hall

begin on 30 September 1960, and that the plebiscite be concluded not later than

March 1961;
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3. Decide~ tbat the two questions to be put at this plebiscite should be:

n(a) Do you wish to achieve independence by joining the

independent Republic of the Cameroons?

neb) Do you wish to achieve independence by joining the

independent Federation of Nigeria?";

4. llecommends that the plebiscite be conducted on the basis of universal

adult suffrage, all those over the age of twen.ty-one and ordinarily resident

in the Northern Cameroons bei.ng qualified to vote;

5. Requests the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner to report to ~he

Trusteeship Council on the organization, conduct and results of this plebisc:i.te,

in order th;;t the Council may transmit its report to the General Assembly together

with al\Y recommendations and observations it considers necessary;

6. Recommends that the necessary measures should be taken without delay

tor the further decentralization of governmental functions and the effective

democratization of the system of local governnent in the northern part of the

Trust Territory;

7. Reeonmends +,hat the Adm:l.nistering Authority s~ould initiate without.
delay the separation of the a.dministration of the Northern Cameroons from that·

of Nigeria and that this process should be completed by 1 October 1960;

8. Reguesta the Administering Authority to report on the process of

separation to the Trusteeship Council at its twenty-sixth session, and requests

the Canncll to submit a report on this matter to the General Assembly at its

fifteenth session;

9. Declare~ that the participation of the Northern Cameroons in the

elections to the Federal Legislative Assembly should in no way interfere with,

or influence, the free choice of the people of the Northern Cameroons in

deciding their future in the forthcoming plebiscite.

857th plenarY meeting,
12 December 1959.
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ANNEX XVI. Northern Cameroons Plebiscite Order in Council" 1960
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to be registered as a voter and for an appeal against the inclusion or
exclusion of the name of any applicant in or from the register by any
person aggrieved thereby;

(c) for the procedure to be followed at the holding of the plebiscite,
including the manner in which votes shall be cast;

(d) for ascertaining and publishing the result of the voting that has
taken place in each registration area;

(e) for the lodging of petitions relating to any dispute concerning the
result of the voting in any registration area and for the time and
manner in which such petitions are heard and determined;

(f) for giving effect to any directions given under paragraph (2) of
Article 9 of this Order; and

(g) for the definition and trial of offences relating to the plebiscite and
the imposition of penalties therefor:

Provided that the penalty for any such offence shall not exceed
a fine of £100 or a term of imprisonment of one year or both such
fine and imprisonment but may include disqualification of any person
convicted of the offence for membership of any Native Authority
Council, local council, town council, outer councilor other local
government body in the Northern Cameroons, or for registration
as an elector for elections of members of anv such councilor other
local government body. .

(3) The power to make regulations conferred by this Article on the
Administrator of the Northern Cameroons may be exercised by him at any
time after the 16th day of September, 1960, and until such time as an
Administrator of the Northern Cameroons is appointed, the powers conferred
on him by this paragraph may be exercised by such person as Her Majesty
may designate by instructions through a Secretary of State:

Provided that no regulations made under the powers conferred by ~his

paragraph shall come into operation before the commencement of this Order.

5. (1) A register of voters shall be prepared for each registration area,
and every person whose name is included in the register for any registration
area shall, subject to the provisions of this Article, be entitled to cast a vote
in that registration area for the purpose of giving an affirmative reply to one
or other of the questions specified in paragraph (1) of Article 2 of this Order:

Provided that regulations made under Article 4 of thiS Order may
provide for certain persons or classes of person being permitted to cast their
votes in registration areas other than those in which they are registered.

(2) Every person who, at the date of his application-
(a) is of the age of twenty-one years or upwards; and
(b) is ordinarily resident in the Northern Cameroons

shall, subject to the provisions of this Article, be entitled on application to be
registered as a voter in the registration area in which he is then ordinarily
resident.

(3) Any question as to the ordinary residence of any person for the
purposes of this Article shall be determined in accordance with such rules as
may be prescribed by or under regulations made under Article 4 of this
Order.

(4) No person shall be entitled to be registered as a voter who, at tht'
date of his application to be so registered,-

(a) is under a sentence of death imposed on him by any court of law or
a se:1tence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) exceeding six
months imposed on him by such a court or substituted by competent
autcoritv for some other sentence imposed on him by such a court;
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(b) is adjudged or otherwise declared by competent authority to be of
unsound mind (by whatever name called);

(c) is disqualified under any law for the time being in force in the
Northern Cameroons, the Southern Cameroons, the Republic of the
Cameroons or Nigeria from being registered as an elector or from
voting in an election by reason of his conviction for such offences
connected with elections as may be prescribed by or under regulations
made under Article 4 of this Order; or

(d) is subject to any disqualification referred to in sub-paragraph (g)
of paragraph (2) of Article 4 of this Order and imposed under that
sub-paragraph for an offence relating to the plebiscite.

(5) No person shall be entitled to be registered as a voter in the plebiscite
more than once or, subject to the provisions of Article 9 of this Order, to
vote more than once in the plebiscite.

6. (1) The Administrator of the Northern Cameroons shall be respon
sible for the conduct and organisation of the plebiscite, and may, in Her
Majesty's name and on Her Majesty's behalf, constitute such other offices
as he may consider necessary for the purposes of this Order and any regula
tions made thereunder, and appoint persons to those offices and exercise
disciplinary control over and dismiss persons appointed to those offices.

(2) Officers appointed under this Article shall hold their offices during
Her Majesty's pleasure.

7. (1) There shall be a Special Court or, if Her Majesty shall so direct
by instructions given to the Administrator of the Northern Cameroons
through a Secretary of State, two or more Special Courts, which shall hear
and determine petitions for which provision is made by regulations made
under sub-paragraph (e) of paragraph (2) of Article 4 of this Order.

(2) A Special Court shall consist of a judge, who shall be appointed by
the Administrator of the Northern Cameroons in pursuance of instructions
given by Her Majesty through a Secretary of State:

Provided that no person shall be appointed who is a native of the
Northern Cameroons or who is in the service of the Crown in respect of the
government of the Northern Cameroons or of the Southern Cameroons or
or Nigeria or of a Region of Nigeria or who is in the service of the Government
of the Republic of the Cameroons.

(3) The judge of a Special Court shall hold his office during Her
Majesty's pleasure.

8. The Administrator of the Northern Cameroons may give the officers
appointed under paragraph (1) of Article 6 of this Order such directions with
respect to the exercise of their functions under this Order or any regulations
made thereunder as he shall consider desirable; and those officers shall
comply with those directions or shall cause them to be complied with.

9. (1) The decision of a Special Court in respect of any petition heard
and determined by the Court, including the findings of the Court upon the
facts of the case, shall be transmitted to the Administrator of the Northern
Cameroons.

(2) The Administrator of the Northern Cameroons may, if he considers
it desirable so to do in the light of any decision of a Special Court relating to
any dispute concerning the resllit of the voting in any plebiscite district,
declare that the result of the voting in that plebiscite district or any part thereof
is invalid, and direct that the voters in that plebiscite district or any part
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thereof in respect of which such a declaration shall have been made shall
be given a further opportunity of voting for the purposes of the plebiscite.

10. The Administrator of the Northern Cameroons, a Special Court
and the officers appointed under paragraph (1) of Article 6 of this Order shall,
in the exercise of their functions under this Order, consult wherever practi
cable and expedient with the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner and the
other persons appointed to assist him in observing the plebiscite on behalf
of the United Nations, and shall afford to the United Nations Plebiscite
Commissioner and all such other persons facilities for the due discharge of
their functions; and the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner and the
aforesaid persons may make representations concerning the conduct and
organisation of the plebiscite to such persons and in such manner as may be
agreed between the Administrator of the Northern Cameroons and the
United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner.

11. (1) All expenses properly incurred in respect of the conduct and
organisation of the plebiscite or otherwise for the purposes of this Order or
any regulation made thereunder, including (without prejudice to the generality
of the foregoing provision) any expenses incurred on behalf of the Crown in
any legal proceedings arising in connection with the plebiscite, shall be a
charge upon the general revenues and assets of the Northern Cameroons.

(2) The judge of a Special Court and the officers referred to in paragraph
(1) of Article 6 of this Order may be paid such salaries and allowances as
the Administrator of the Northern Cameroons may direct, and those salaries
and allowances shall be a charge upon the general revenues and assets of the
Northern Cameroons.

W. G. Agneu!

SCHEDULE

PLEBISCITE DISTRICTS
Description of Area

1. The District of Gumsu (including Gajibo, Ngala and
Rann-Kala-Balge)

2. The Districts of Barna, Gulumba and Woloje
3. The District of Gwoza ...
4. The District of Cuhunawa and IVladagali
5. The Districts of Belel, Maiha, Muhi, Mayo-Bani and Sorau
6. The Districts of Koma- Vomme, Nassarawo, Sugu and Yelwa
7. The Districts of Gashaka and Toungo
8. The District of Mambilla
9. The Districts of Tigon, Ndoro and Kentu

Name of Plebiscite
Districts

Dikwa North
Dikwa Central
Gwoza
Cubunawa-:.vladagali
Mubi
Chamba
Gashaka-Toungo
Mambilla
United Hills

EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This Note is not part of the Order, but is intended to indicate its general purport)

This Order makes pl'ovision for the holding of a plebiscite in the Northern Cameroons
for the purpose of ascertaining whether the people of the Northern Cameroons would
prefer, upon the relinquishment by Her Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom of
their responsibility for the government of the Northern Cameroono, that the Northern
Cameroons should achieve independence by joining the independent Federation of
Nigeria or by joining the independent Republic of the Cameroons.
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ANNEX. XVII. Northern Cameroons Plebiscite (Registration)
Regulations, 1960
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N.C.L.N. 5 of 1960
NORTHERN CAMEROONS PUBLIC NOTICE

THE NORTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE ORDER
IN COUNCIL, 1960

THE NORTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE (REGISTRATION)
REGULATIONS, 1960

Date of Commencement: lst October, 1960
In exercise of the powers conferred by Article 4 of the Northern

Cameroons Plebiscite Order in Council, 1960, the following
regulations are hereby made:-

PART I-PRELIMINARY
1. The3e regulations may be cited as the Northern Cameroons Plebiscite

(Registration) Regulations, 1960, and shall be deemed to have come into
force on the 1st of October, 1960.

2. (1) In these regulations-
"the Administrator" means the Administrator of the Northern

Cameroons and includes the person for the time being discharging the
functions of the office or acting as the Administrator of the Northern
Cameroons;

"Assistant Plebiscite Administrator" means a person appointed as such
under paragraph (1) of Article 6 of the Order;

"Assistant Registration Officer" means a person appointed 3S such
under paragraph (1) of Article 6 of the Order;

"the Deputy Plebiscite Administrator" means the person appointed as
such under paragraph (1) of Article 6 of the Order;

"the Order" means the Northern Cameroons Plebiscite Order in
Council, 1960;

"plebiscite district" means any plebidcite district established by Article 3
of the Order;

"register" means a register of voters prepared under Articie 5 of the
Order;

"registration area" means a registration area established under regula
tion 3;

"Registration Officer" means a person appointed as such for any
plebiscite district under paragraph (1) of Article 6 of the Order;

"Revising Officer" means a person appointed as such for any plebiscite
district under paragraph (1) of Article 6 of the Order.

(2) Any power or duty conferred or imposed by these regulations upon
the Administrator may be exercised or performed by the Deputy Plebiscite
Administrator, subject to any directions given by the Administrator.

2 (A). Any question as to the ordinary residence of any person for the
purposes of paragraph (3) of Article 5 of the Order shall be determined in
accordance with the rules set out in the First Schedule.

3. Subject to any general or specific direction which the Administrator
may from time to time give in that behalf a Registration Officer shall divide the
plebiscite district in respect of which he is to exercise his functions into such
registration areas as he may de~m necessary.

4. There shall be a register for each registration area and each register
shall be prepared in numerical order in such form as the Administrator shall
decide, and shall show in respect of each person-
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(a) a first name and a second or such other additional names by which
the person may be known; and

(b) an address in the registration area in respect of which the person is
registered, and no person shall be entered on the register under a
single name or without such an address.

5. The Registration Officer or any Assistant Registration Officer on his
behalf shall give notice of the places and times at which Assistant Registration
Officers will attend for the transaction of business in the registration area.

PART II-PREPARATION OF PRELIMINARY LIST
6. On or before the 17th October, 1960, each Assistant Plebiscite

Administrator shall give notice in the plebiscite district or districts for which
he is responsible of the manner in which and the places at which claims for
registration as a voter in the plebiscite may be made:

Provided that an Assistant Plebiscite Administrator may at any time by
notice given in a plebiscite district for which he is responsible appoint such
further places as he may think necessary as places at which claims for
registration in that district may be made.

7. (1) Any person who is entitled to be registered a8 a voter in the
plebiscite may submit a claim to be registered as a voter in Form A in the
Second Schedule.

(2) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (8), claims under this regulation
shall be submitted to an Assistant Registration Officer for the registration
area in which the applicant claims to be registered, being the registration area
in which he is ordinarily resident, not earlier than the 17th October and not
later than the 13th November, 1960:

Provided that the Administrator may, after consultation with the United
Nations Commissioner or a person designated by the Commissioner in that
behalf, extend the period within which claims to be registered may be made
in any registration area.

(3) (a) A person making a claim to be regiatered as a voter under this
regulation shall attend before the Assistant Registration Officer,
and deliver the prescribed form to him.

(b) If the claimant is illiterate he shall, when attending before the
Assistant Registration Officer, be entitled to be accompanied by
a person of his choice who is literate.

(c) The Assistant Registration Officer shall render all necessary assistance
to persons claiming to be registered, and may if necessary himself
complete the application for registration on behalf of any such person.

(4) The Assistant Registration Officer shall read aloud the name,
description and address of the claimant shown on the prescribed form and,
if the prescribed form is duly completed and if he has no reason to suspect its
accuracy or the validity of the claim, he shall accept the claim.

(4A) If the Assistant Registration Officer refuses a claim to be registered
he shall endorse upon the application form his grounds for so doing, and
shall return the form to the claimant, informing him of his right to appeal.

(5) When the Assistant Registration Officer has accepted a claim under
this regulation he shall issue to the claimant a registration card numbered in
such manner as the Administrator shall direct.

(6) The registration card shall be retained by the claimant for the
purpose of production at the time of voting.
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(7) If it is proved to the satisfaction of the Registration Officer that a
registration card is lost or destroyed he may issue a duplicate in replacement
thereof:

Provided that the Administrntor may prescribe a time at which or a
period during which applications in respect of lost or destroyed registration
cards shall be considered.

(8) Any Assistant Registration Officer who is entitled to be registered
as a voter in the plebiscite may submit his claim to the Registration Officer
for the plebiscite district in which he is entitled to be registered not later than
the 20th November, 1960, and in relation to such a claim the Registration
Officer shall perform the functions of an Assistant Registration Officer under
this regulation other than the function prescribed by paragraph 4 (A).'

7A. (1) A person whose claim to be registered under paragraph (2) of A~pealapa\n~t
regulation 7 has been refused may, not earlier than the 20th November and re usa 0 calm.

not later than the 29th November, 1960, appeal to the Registration Officer
by submitting in person his application form endorsed as provided in para-
graph (4A) of regulation 7 and stating his grounds of appeal.

(2) The hearing of appeals by a Registration Officer under this regulation
shall be open to the public, and the Registration Officer shall receive f>uch
evidence as he may consider necessary and. may administer the oath.

(3) The decision of a Registration Officer on the hearing of an appeal
under this regulation shall be final.

(4) If the Registration Officer allows an appeal under this regulation he
shall issue to the claimant a registration card, and shall inform the Adminis
trator that the claim has been accepted.

(5) An Assistant Plebiscite Administnltor may exercise the functions
of a Registration Officer under this regulation.

8. (1) After the last day for making a claim under regulation 7 the Preliminary
Administrator shall prepare and publish <l list, to be called the preliminary list.
list of voters, which shall contain the names and addresses of the persons
whose claims under regulation 7 were accepted and shall be arranged in the
manner provided under regulation 4:

Provided that the name of any person whose appeal under regulation
7A is ~\llowed shall be added to the preliminary list in such manner as the
Administrator may direct.

(2) The preliminary list shall be published on or about the 18th
December, 1960, and the manner of publication shall be by displaying copies
of the whole or part thereof at such place or places in each plebiscite district
as the Administrator may think fit.

(3) The Administrator shall publish notices in each plebiscite district
which shall state-

(a) the places where the preliminary list may be inspected;
(b) the manner in which claims for registr~tion or applications for

transfer or objections may be made;
(c) the last day for making such claims, applications or objections.
(4) A copy of the preliminary list shall be made available for inspection

by members of the public during normal office hours at the office of the
Administrator for a period of thirty days after its first publication.

(5) The Administrator shall make available such number of copies of
the preliminary list for sale to members of the public as he shall consider
desirable and practicable and shall prescribe such fee as the price thereof
as he thinks reasonable.
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PART III--REVISION OF PRELIMINARY LIST
9. (1) Every person whose name does not appear in the preliminary list

and who submitted a claim under regulation 7 which was accepted may within
fifteen days of the first publication of the preliminary list apply in Form B
in the Second Schedule to be registered as a voter.

{2) An application under this regulation shall be delivered by the
applicant in person to the Revi,~ing Officer for the plebiacite district in which
he claims to be registered.

10. (1) Any person whose name appears on the preliminary list as
having been registered in a registration area other than the registration area
in respect of which he applied to be registered may apply to the Revising
Officer within fifteen days of the first publication of the preliminary list in
Form C in the Second Schedule to have his name transferred to the register
for the registration area in respect of which he applied to be registered.

(2) An application under this regulation shall be delivered to the
Revising Officer by the applicant in person.

(3) Nothing in this regulation shall entitle a person to apply for transfer
to any register for a registration area situated in another plebiscite district.

11. Any person whose name appears in the preliminary list may object
to any person whose name appears in respect of the same registration area
on the ground that the person objected to is either-·

(a) not qualified to be registered; or

(b) disqualified.from being registered; or
(c) not entitled to be registered in that registration area; or

(d) dead.

12. The person objecting shall within fifteen days of the first publication
of the preliminary list deliver in person to the Revising Officer written notice
of his objection in Form D in the Second Schedule.

13. (1) The Revising Officer shall determine all claims, applications and
objections submitted to him in accordance with regulations 9, 10 and 12, and
his decision thereon shall be final.

(2) With respect to any objection made under regulation 12 the
Revising Officer, if he is satisfied that the grounds of the objection are
established, shall strike out the name of the person objected to from the
preliminary list:

Provided that the Revising Officer may, if he is satisfied that the
person objected to is entitled to be registered in another registration area of
the plebiscite district, transfer his name to the preliminary list for that
registration area.

(3) Before striking out or transferring the name of a person under
paragraph (2) the Revising Officer shall give him an opportunity to be
heard with respect thereto.

(4) With respect to claims or applications under regulations 9 and 10,
the Revising Officer, if he is satisfied that the grounds of the claim or
application have been established, shall enter the name of the claimant in the
preliminary list.

(5) An Assistant Plebiscite Administrator may exercise the functions
of a Revising Officer under this regulation.
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14. For the purpose of determining claims, applications and objections
the Revising Officer or Assistant Plebiscite Administrator shall receive such
evidence as he may consider necessary and may administer oaths to all
persons making claims, applications or objections and to all witnesses called
upon in respect of the claim, application or objection.

15. (1) The Revising Officer shall not later than the 10th January, 1961,
make any corrections and additions to the preliminary list consequential
upon his decision on any claims, applications or objections, and shall cause
the names therein to be numbered in such manner as the Administrator
may direct and then sign the list and forward it to the Administrator.

(2) The Administrator shall cause the list to be published, with such
alterations or amendments as he may consider necessary for thr purpose of
correcting any typographical or clerical errors, not later than the 7th February,
1961.

(3) At any time either before or after publication of the list, but not
later than the eighth day before the day of the plebiscite, the Administrator
may make any alteration or arldition to the list necessary in the compilation
thereof.

(4) The list when so published shall be in respect of each registration
area to which it relates the register of voters for that registration area.

(5) After publication, copies of the register for each registration area in
a plebiscite district ahall be made available for inspection by members of the
public during normal office hours at the office of the Registration Officer for
that plebiscite district.

(6) The Administrator shall make available for sale to the public such
number of copies of the registers as he shall consider desirable and practicable,
and shall prescribe such fee as the price thereof as he thinks reasonable.

PART IV-OFFENCES
16. (1) If any person to whom this regulation applies, or who is for the

time being under a duty to discharge any of the functions of such a person, is
without reasonable cause guilty of any act or omission in breach of his
official duty, he shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding one hundred
pounds or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding six months, or to
both such fine and imprisonment.

(2) The persons to whom this regulation applies are any Assistant
Plebiscite Administrator, Registration Officer, Assistant Registration Officer
or Revising Officer, and the expression "official duty" shall for the purposes
of this regulation be construed accordingly, but shall not include duties
imposed otherwise than by these regulations.

(3) Where a prosecution for an offence against this regulation is instituted
by a private prosecutor the court having cognisance of the case may order the
prosecutor to give security for such costs as may become payable to the
accused person for such amount and in such manner as to the court may
seem fit, and in the event of failure to comply with such order the court shall
discharge the accused person.

17. Any person who-
(a) without lawful authority destroys, mutilates, defaces or removes,

or makes any alteration in any notice or document required to be
made under the provisions of these regulations i or
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(b) wilfully and knowingly gives false information or makes a false
statement in relation to any claim or application to have his name
placed on or retained in a register, or transferred to any portion of a
register i or

(c) publishes any statement, rumour or report which he knows or has
reason to believe is false for the purpose of preventing persons who
are qualified as voters from registering in accordance with these
regulations i or

(d) makes in any register or document which he is required to prepare or
publish in accordance with these regulations, any statement or entry
which he knows to be false or does not believe to be i:rue,

shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding
one hundred pounds or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding twelve
months or to both such fine and imprisonment.

Revocation.
NCLN 3 of
1960.

PART V-REVOCATION
18. The Northern Cameroons Plebiscite (Registration) Regulations,

.1960, are hereby revoked.

FIRST SCHEDULE
RULES AS TO THE ORDINARY RESIDENCE OF VOTERS

1. The place of ordinary residence of a person is that place where he usually lives,
or which has always or generally been his home, or which is the place to which he intends
to return when away therefrom.

2. Where a person usually sleeps in one place and has his meals or is employed in
another place, his place of ordinary residence will be where he sleeps.

3. For the purpose of these rules it will be assumed that a person can have only
one place of o.1inary residence and that it canrlot be lost until it is replaced by another.

4. Temporary absence does not cause a loss, and an absence of less than six months,
or which is anticipated to bl' less than six months, will be regarded as temporary if the
intention is to resume actual residence within that period.

S. Where after consideration of these rules in respect of an application for registra
tion there appears some doubt as to whether a person's ordinary residence is in one
registration area or another, an Assistant Registration Officer may decide between
such areas (and other matters being equal may take into account the probable conveniences
of the applicant).

SECOND SCHEDULE
FORM A (Regn. 7).

Application for Registration
To the Registration Officer of .

I, II .1 •••••••••••• If.1f It II' ••••••• II ••of It. It. II' II' If •••• If' II' If' 11.,1'"1.,1 "'. 11." ••

o~cupation , hereby ~laim to be registered as a voter in. the plebiscite
dlstnct of In respect of. registration area.

I declare as follows:-
(1) I am twenty-one years of age or over.

(2) I am ordinarily resident at , , f"""'f'"
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(3) I am not disqualified from being registered.
(4) I have not applied to be registercd in anothcr plcbiscitc district or registration

area.
DATED this day of, " , 1960.

Claimant
................................ , ...

Signature of Witness to
thumb print impression

(Regn.9).

NOTES
The following notes should be read before tltis form is contpleted:-

1. A person claiming to be registered must present his application to the Registration
Officer in the registration area where he resides.

. 2. The lvlust applicant insert TWO or MORE names by which he is known and his
qualifying address otherwise his application to be registered will be refused.

3. :\1aking a false declaration on this form is an offence punishable with a finc
of one hundred pounds or a year's imprisonment.

FORM B
Second Application for Registratioll

1'0 tIle 1~.evisil1g Officer. "" , ., It •••• 11.,1.".1,. It. II. 11.,1 t II. II •• It. It. 11.,1. 11.".,1.,1 •••••

. I, : hereby claim ~o ~e

r~gls~ere? as a voter Ill : plebiscite
dIstrict In respect of registration area.

I DECLARE that:-
1. I submitted a claim to be registered in the above plebiscite district and registration

area and that the claim was accepted.
2. My name doe!> not appear on the preliminary list for the above plebiscite district.
3. I am qualified and not disqualified to be registered as a voter.

DATED this day of 1960.
• • • , t •••••••••••••

Claimant Signature of Witness to
thumb print impressi011

Note.-An application for registration on this Form should only be made by persons
who claim to have applied to be registered before publication of the preliminary list.

FORM C (Regn. 10).
Applicatio71 for Tra1lSfer of a Name 0" Preliminary List

To the Revising Officer of... .. plebiscite district.
I, of .

being a person whose name appears in the preliminary list of voters for the .
plebiscite district in respect of registration area hereby apply to have
my name transferred to the section of the register which relates to , .
registration area.

DATED this day of I 1960.
., .

Applicant
, ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '011 .

SigJlature of wit7less to thumb print imprcssi07l
Note.--Appiication should not be made on this Form for transfer except by persons

whose names appear under a diffe,.ent registration area from that in which they applied
to be registered.

7051-10
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FORM D (Regn. 12).
Notice of Objection to Name in Preliminary List

To the Revising Officer of plebiscite district.

I, 0£ .
being a person whose name appears in the preliminary list of voters for the .
plebi~cite district hereby give you notice that I object to the name of .
of.. '" ,being retained in the said list of voters on the following grounds* :-

1. That the person objected to is not qualified to have his name on the list.
2. That the person objected to is disqualified.
3. That the person objected to is dead.
4,. That the person objected to is not entitled to register in the registration area under

which his name appears on the list.

DATED this day of. , 1960.

Objector

Signature of witness to thumb print impression

·Strike out whichever is not applicable.

MADE this 24th day of October, 1960.

P. WYN-HARRIS,
Administrator of the Northern Cameroom'



ANNEX XVIII. Northern Cameroons Plebiscite Registration Instructions

NORTHEFUl CA1~ROONS PLEBISCITE
1960.

Ri2.G..:tS~£.RAT~ON INS't:R.TI.CL'J;1.IQ\)I.§

A plebiscite will be held throughout the Northern

Cameroons Territory on the 11th of February 1961, under

the supervision of the United Nations.

On this day the people of the Norther'n Cameroons

will go to the polling stations to choose between these

two altern&tives:

( 1) Do y;ou v~.~ sh ...tQ.__~91li~~~ J~d.eJ?.ELI?-ASln2..~ ...Ex

.1?i.!l.ing t h~_ inll~~dent..1i~ub 1.~Q. ..9f_"t.~__pame£2...2n:.§.

OR

(2) D(L1l.Q..~_y{ish~J...~.1!.clllt<?X.~__.~nd~.dence by

joini~e ~ndepen.9-ent Feq.~r~t~_9J.l_.o.f.JI~.eria .....

Before the voting takes place we must prepare a

Re.Ristet._oj' Voter~

You have been appointed as an Assistant Registration

Officer in charge of a Registration Area.

Your job will be to register the names of all people,

both men and women, who wish to votE; on polling day.

This is a very important duty. If you carry out your

task properly you will be paid at the rate of 15/- per

day. If your work is not satisfactory you ,nIl be

replaced.

For the purpose of the Plebiscite the Northern

Cameroons is divided into !'L~1'iE PJJTIl?:LS.Q.If\fJLRJ_ST~I9TS:

PLJ!.:J3ISCJT:d: ,j)ISTRICT IrJAD;'.UARTERS Tmm--
A DIK'.'fA NORTH DII0NA

B DIK'LI.\. CENTRAL BAMA

C GWOZA Gl'v'OZA

D CUBUNJj·iP. hIAD:-I.GALI IHCHIKA.

:ill MUBI HUBI

F CHAMBA GANYE

G GASHI\.KA - TOUNGO KUlAMTI

H MAMB rr:.:.ai . GEMBU

J UNITIJ: ) HILLS BAISSA
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Each of the "e Districts is in the charge of a

Registration Officer who has his Headquarters at the town

shown above.

Each District is divided into a number of ReEJst~Lt~on

brea which correspond to the area served by the polling

stations in the Plebiscite held last November. Each area

will be given a rr£~E.~ by the Registration Officer.

The place which was the polling station in the last

Plebiscite will be the Registration Headquarter for the Area.

Yo~~ as an Assistant Registration Officer~ will be in

charge of one of these Areas.

The Registration will be held between the ~_£r

.Q..Q..iQP~ and the .6t1L?!_1'L0'y'~!!!p_<3£. this year.

Early in October you. will be required to come to the

Headquarters Tovm of: the Plebiscite Di'strict in which your

Registration Area is situated. Here you will be given a

short course 0f instruction~ to give you practice in

carrying our duties. You will then be provided with the

necessary posters and equi)ment and sent out to your own

Headquarters so that you can start work on the 17th of

October.

For the first week of Registration you will stay in

your Headquarter and take the names of the people who live

close by. The second and third weeks you will have to

visit other centres in your area and register the nemes of

the people who live in and near those places. Your

Registration Officer will tell you where to go.

The purpose of these Instructions is to explain the

way in ,~lich the Registration will work and how you will

set about carrying it out.
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A set of Heguln.tions has been issued, and your

activities muut be basecl upon them. Those parts of the

Regulationn which particularly apply to your vlOrk in

Registerir~ t~s people have been set out in full at the

back of tt.'JS0 ~.nstructions LAppelldix A_7 ~h~

._._~,------------,-

.L\~7 ;:.r 3TRA.
~~ ::(:~T

Borrr~ HEN i\1·in '::JOIiwN ARE EUT!.TL.:..ID TO R.;GIST2R 'r:H.HJIR~•• , __~_.. _ k~ ~ _ _ _-. ~. .,. __ __ • ........-',..--.. ••

',JUALIFICA- NA11J..~URg.1.hP.~:Q.~_ (1) At tne de.te of a;;Jplj.cation they are
TIOllS

21 years old, ~r more

(2) They ordin2rily live in the

Northe r:. Cc~nK r,"OllE: • (l.r'~1Ji. • Ai; the bacle of these

instr1,1cticas yeu 'Nill find 30m8 notes to help you about

the ordinal'Y 8·:~.r..<to 01' residen(;o of votel'S !.Kppe::~dix Bd
BUT. :~vurJ. ~:.f 11 man or vroman fulfills those two

OR

("',) H~ i3 l.:no.Gr sentence of -death

(~) Is serving a oentence of six months or

more :'n prison.

OR (3) Is not sane

OR (4 1 Commitn an Blection Offence (NOTE

Elaction Offences are to be found at;

the back of these instructions LAPpendix i7)
NO 9EP80N Sa~LL 3D ~~LOWED ~O ~GISTER--_....'- --------,-' ....- ,..........-----

";{:S Or/. fER NAME l'J1O.R.Il THAN ONCE......... .-_~-' ....---'._--_.... ... __......._......-.- ....--------------------,-------_._-
iU~TER YOUR TRAINING COURSE.-..--....---,..._._---_._,....--._-.-...-

YOQ will b0 sent out to a B@1G~t~~ion Area.

YOlI \-fill b€J given the following equipment.

2.

aaG. padlcck. to carry your papers.

to ~rite your ljst.

3. A J3!LtYTJX oj envelopes end. pJ.peI' for notes.,

4. :&...7WtlI)]11 0; Forms A(R). Applicn.tj.on to Register.

1(5) ••.. iii l,) 0 0 U Q 0 0



Hey: .I.e
ii/IJ.; ~ I~~ .,.\.

~t ~E ~t I SliER
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'~o peepl..:. who you regist8r.

ii.1 tb(' .:',.1:'.');.1 of people Registerec'.

7., ;,~.:mi\iI.1\. (if F.l0::"J~S 8( R) :;)1:~le.5 7:1 \/hich to put the

'11. ,~1TJ. to 'De :C'il'led. in ..md bdnt to Villages wh:'c:::.

;y:r,L will 'I ::'.';':'", I~•• ~"ing your

ON T~ ._M9_1'I~T_,. ,T,,~.', ( , ..., '-, 1 - (",,,,I"p'" I • • 1 . . " R gJ.' t r', gL.LCJ _ ,!'::. .. I Lt., .,-,,~.':"~;:,\.\'.!;,,:.:,~;';,~ ~r':'l:~ Vf ,~, fJG8..·.'·G e s e l~l •

the Mn.'C'n·: :1c:;,n6. j (I (; 1 oc k :Ln the J:ve ning

This is l::i.G cla;;l to be Hegi8tared.

1E. !Ie 01" 8: I ~ c" ~ :lot \'v'rite, you, or' a j !'len~' can fill it

in for thel'r: ..
\
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AFTER the claimant has given you the form you shall

read aloud the names, eccupation, and address, on this

form.

IF the form has been correctly filled in and you have

no reason to doubt that th~ facts are correct, and

that the claimant is 21 years old or more, anq that he

or she is not disqualified under Section 2 of these

ins tructi ons : -

YOU WI~~

(1) GIVE HIM OR HillR A NUMBER.

(2) WRITE HIS OR HER NArfLD ON TIill PROPER LIST.

(3) GIVE HIM OR HER A REGISTRATION CARD WHICH

YOU I1AVB FILLED IN AND SIGNtD.

(4) TELL THE PERSON THAT WI-;l3:JN THEY COME TO

VOTE TIIDY MUST BRING THE CARD WITH THEM.

REMEMBER

1. You must not issue a card or put the name cn

your list if you think that -

The C~f? not 21 ~tlL.ld or 1ll..2rJl

2. If the claimant does not live in the Northl:rn

Cameroons.

3. If a man ~r woman normally lives in the N~rthern

Cameroon LAPpendix ~~ it does not matter what his

tribe is, he can be registered.

THE REGISTRATION OFFICER IN CHARGE OF

YOUR AREA WILL SHOW YOU HOW TO

FILL IN Tffi;, RGGISTRATli)N DOCUMjJl\1T~

THE CLAtM

(1) FORM A.

Has to be filled in by the Claimant or by a

friend or by you. The Claimant must sign it, or put

his thumb mark on the paper.
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( 1 ) The Cla.ima.nt B2l~t give t'~fO names
, ...--

(2) The Claimant mus_~. vlrite 6,j,1 address

(3) The Olairaant nlUS! give his occups.tion

(4) The form must be signed or h:'..ve t116

thumb print of the ClaimCtl1t.

1! a thumb mark i8 uS8d. a wi tne ss r.mst

sign the form.

UNlESS ALL 'rHIS IS DONE

To be filled up by you? si:..,ned 'and given to

the CLAIMAJ'IT.~

The. name and number occupation and &ddress of

the CLAIMI~ will be entered l~re.

THIS FORM MUST BE FILL~D UP ~jA1.kX iUID QkmAR~o

FROM IT THB REGISTlli\TION LIST

~------------------------------- -

Your Form are in TylO CQ1&URS

TI"J:.,TI ~ li'Omm ARE FOR VlOivI~

THD B~Q.!~ FORMS ARE FOR .M.4lli 0

When you Register a ~OMN~ give her a ~ card

and put her name on the ~D ~~1~.

When you Register a M~ Give him a ~~ card

and put his name on the ~I~C~-bIS~

:- mAC-II~PERsoN-·;:1usTBJGiVJ;-;-1

L.~_._.p~~.:.~~.I:D .!.~~~~R _~~~.J
TIE PLEBISCITE DISTIUCT3 each have a letter

(See the Introduction in these Instructions)
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THIS IS THE FIRST PJ~T OF THE PLEBISCITE NUMBmRo

THE R8GISTRliTION AREAS each hc\ve a number

(you will be told your number by your

Registration Officer)

THIS IS THflJ SECOND PART OF THE PLilBISCITE Nm~BER.

WOMEN (RED) will have Y'l.

~ M1illi. (BL,,-CK) will have .M,

~dded_ to their numbers 0

THIS IS TEE THIRD PART Oli' TI-ITTI PL.JBISCITiJ NUMBER----_._-
THE order in which they register will give them

the number, 1, 2, 3, and so on.

THIS IS THE FOURTH P.\RT O? TtL PkiBI3C IT]] NmiBER 0

Y{OMAN A/1/W/1

MAN Ali /M/1 - .and so on.

THESE NUMBERS WILL BE FILUJD IN ON THE CARDS

AND ON THE LISTS.

YOUR RETURNING OFFICJR WILL SHOW YOU HOW.

MAKE~ THA.T YOU UNDERSTAJ.1'D THIS 'mITE C1:.il-illI,Y

BriFORE YOU GO OUT TO REGISTER.

---------------------, '----------......._...,-
KEEP YOUR REGISTP~TION~ORMS Np~TD YOUR FILLJD IN

LIfjTS, (FORMS F) IN THE FILES PROVID.JD.

WI-IEN YOU RETURN FROM YOUR REGISTRATION

AFTER THE 6TH OF NOVJMB,;]Ro GIVE TltTISE

COMPLETED FIIJJS TO YOUR !bJ1'1!R.l'JI}].Q-.. OFJf1QER

THIS IS A MOST 11~ORTP~ DUTY

ON YOUR WORK Df:P~NDS TIru SUCCESS OF RCGISTRATION

WHen you return from your Registration Tour, you must

return to your Registration Officer all the papers and

equipment left over from the operation.
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ANNEX XIX. Northern Cameroons Plebiscite <Voting) Regulations, 1960

B 41

Northern Cameroons Gazette No.5, Vol. 1, 31st December 196O-Supplement Part B

N.C.L.N. 6 of 1960
THE NORTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE ORDER IN

COUNCIL, 1960
THE NORTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE (VOTING)

REGULATIONS, 1960
Date of Commencement: 31st December, 1960

In exercise of the powers conferred by Article 4 of the Northern
Cameroons Plebiscite Order in Council, 1960, the following
regulations are hereby made:-

PART I.-PRELIMINARY
1. These regulations may be cited as the Northern Cameroons Title.

Plebiscite (Voting) Regulations, 1960.

2. In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires- Interpre-
"assistant plebiscite administrator" means a person appointed as such tation.

under Article 6 of the Order j

"assistant returning officer" means a person appointed as such under
Article 6 of the Order j

"counting agent" means a counting agent appointed in accordance with
regulation 34;

"chief returning officer" means a person appointed as such under
Article 6 of the Order;

"counting officer" weans a person appointed as such under Article 6
of the Order;

"Deputy Plebiscite Administrator" means the person appointed as such
under Article 6 of the Order;

"the Order" means the Northern Cameroons Plebiscite Order in N.C.L.N.2
Council, 1960; of 1960.

"plebiscite district" means any plebiscite district established by Article
3 of the Order;

"the plebiscite" means the plebiscite provided for in the Order;
"polling agent" means a polling agent appointed in accordance with

regulation 10 j

"polling marshall" means a person appointed as such under Article 6
of the Order;

"polling officer" means a person appointed as such under Article 6 of
the Order;

"polling station" means a polling station appointed under regulation 5,
and includes a section of a polling station;

"presiding officer" means a person appointed as such under Article 6
of the Order;

"register of voters" means a register of voters prepared under Article 5
of the Order;

"returning officer" means a person appointed as such under Article 6
of the Order j

"registration area" means a registration area established under regulation N.C.L.N. 5
3 of the Northern Cameroons Plebiscite (Registration) Regulations, 1960; of 1960.

"United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner" means the person appointed
by the General Assembly of the United Nations to supervise the plebiscite
on behalf of the United Nations;

"United Nations observer" means a person appointed to assist the
United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner i:l observing the plebiscite on
behalf of the United Nations;
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"United Nations official" means any member of the United Nations
staff appointed by the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner to carry
out duties in connection with the plebiscite;

"voter" means a person who has been registered on a register of voters
prepared under Article 5 of the Order.

PART n.-PROCEDURE AT PLEBISCITE
3. The Administrator shall on or before the twenty-eighth day before

the first day of the plebiscite cause to be published in every registration
area in such manner as he may think fit a notice specifying-

(a) the days and hours fixed for the poll;
(b) the situation of every polling station in each plebiscite district and an

indication of the persons entitled to vote therein:
Prpvided that at any time not later than the seventh day before

the poll the Administrator may by notice published in the registration
area change the situation of any polling station;

(c) the colour allocated to each alternative on which a vote can be
cast; and

(d) the alternatives on which a vote can be cast at the plebiscite.

4. (1) The Administrator shall direct for which area or areas assistant
plebiscite administrators, returning officers, assistant returning officers,
presiding officers and polling officers shall exercise their functions, and he
may delegate to any assistant plebiscite administrator such power in respect
of returning officers, assistant returning officers, presiding officers and polling
officers.

(2) Subject to any direction of the Administrator, the Deputy Plebiscite
Administrator and any assistant plebiscite administrator shall have all the
powers and may perform any of the duties of the Administrator.

(3) Subject to any direction of the Administrator, an assistant returning
officer shall have all the powers and may perform all the duties of a returning
officer appointed in respect of the same plebiscite district or part thereof.

(4) An assistant plebiscite administrator shall exercise supervision over
the performance of the functions of returning officers and polling officers
in the area in respect of which they are appointed, and subject to any direction
of the Administrator and to the provisions of these regulationJ may give to
such officers directions as to the performance of their functions.

5. The Administrator shall appoint a polling station for each registra
tion area:

Provided that where in his opinion the number of persons entitled to
vote at any polling station is excessive the Administrator may divide the
polling station into two or more sections.

6. (1) Each polling station shall be under the charge of a presiding
officer, who shall have to assh;t him not less than one polling officer and such
number of polling marshalls as the Administrator may direct.

(2) A polling officer may subject to the directions of the presiding
officer do any act which the presiding officer is required or authorised to do
at a polling station.

7. An assistant plebiscite administrator shall-
(a) ensure that in each polling station there is a compartment in which

voters can cast their votes screened from observation;
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(b) furnish each presiding officer with such number of ballot boxes and
such ballot papers under sealed covers as may be necessary;

(c) provide each polling station with instruments for making an official
mark on the ballot papers and with pads impregnated with indelible
ink of a distinctive colour;

(d) provide each polling station with copies of the register of voters;
(e) ensure that a presiding officer shall be in charge of each polling

station;
(f) cause to be published in each polling station the colour which has

been allocated to each alternative on which a vote can be cast; and
(g) do such other acts and things as may be necessary for conducting

the plebiscite in the manner provided in these regulations.

8. The ballot boxes shall be provided by the Administrator, and shall Ballot boxes.
be so constructed that a ballot paper may be put therein by a voter but may
not be withdrawn by him or by any succeeding voter.

9. Every ballot paper shall be in a form prescribed by the Administrator
and shall--

(a) have a serial number printed or stamped on the back;
(b) be attached to a counterfoil bearing the same serial number as

printed or stamped on the back of the ballot paper.

10. (1) On or before the 14th January, 1961, any political party may
apply to the Administrator for permission to appoint polling agents for the
purpose of detecting personation at the poll:

Provided that any political parties which for the purposes of the plebiscite
form an alliance shall apply jointly.

(2) The Administrator, after consultation with the United Nations
Plebiscite Commissioner, may by notice in writing grant to any political
party or alliance of parties, accepted by him in his absolute discretion as
representing a sufficient number of persons to rnedt rei.:c.lgnition, permission
to appoint polling agents.

(3) The notice referred to in paragraph (2) shall specify the number of
pol,ling agents who may be appointed for polling stations generally or for
polling stations in a particular area:

Provided that not more than one polling agent may be appointed for any
polling station by a political party or alliance of parties.

(4) No person shall be appointed a polling agent who is not registered as
being entitled to vote in the plebiscite.

(5) Notice in writing of the appointment of polling agents, stating their
names, addresses and numbers on the register of voters, and stating the polling
stations to which they are assigned, shall be given to the assistant plebiscite
administrator in charge of the plebiscite district not later than 25th January,
1961.

(6) The duties of polling agents shall be as prescribed by the Adminis
trator after consultation with the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner.

11. (1) Each ballot box shall be painted with the colour allocated by the
Administrator to one or other of the alternatives on which a''vote can be
cast at the plebiscite, and shall have' attached to it with a seal a notice indicating
that alternative and the polling station and plebiscite district in which the
box is used.

Ballot papers·

Polling
agents.

Preparation
of ballot
boxes.
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(2) Before voting commences each ballot box shall be shown to such
persons as may be present to be prepared as provided above and to be empty
before being locked and sealed and placed in the polling station, and at the
same time the sealed packets of ballot papers shan be opened, and may be
shown to sU<.:h polling agents, United Nation3 officials, plebiscite officials
and other persons authorised in writing by the Administrator as may be
present.

(3) 'When in use for voting the ballot boxes shall be at least three feet
away from each other and shaH be screened from observation by all persons
other than the voter casting his vote.

(4) The ballot boxes shall be placed so that they are clearly visible to
voters entering the compartment and. as flit as practicable equidistant from
and facing the entrance to the compartment in which they are placed, and
shall be so fixed in position that they cannot be moved during the hours of
voting.

12. (1) Every voter desiring to cast his vote shall present himself to a
polling officer at the polling station for the registration area in which he is
registered as being entitled to vote. and the polling officer, after satisfying
himself that the voter is so registered and has not already voted, shall deliver
to him a baUot paper.

(2) The production to a poning officer of a registration card issued in
accordan/.;e with regulation 7 of the Northern Cameroons Plebiscite (Regis
tration) Regulations, 1960, shall efltitle the holder to be dealt with by the
polling officer pr~or to any voter then present who is unable to present his
card., and such card may be accepted by the polling officer as prima facie
evidence of the registration of such voter.

(3) Be£;)re delivering a ballot paper to a voter, the presiding officer may
require the voter to submit to being searched in private by a polling officer
or by a pmson appointed by the presiding officer, for the purpose of ensuring
that no baHot paper relating to the plebiscite is already in his possession, and
if t.he voter hi. such case does not submit to a search he shall not be entitled to
receive ~~ ballot paper:

PI:ovided that no female voter shall be searched except by a female.

13. Immediately before the polling officer delivers a ballot paper to a
voter-

(a) ihe baBot paper shall be marked or punched with an official secret
mark, lind shown to any polling agents \vho are present if they so
request;

(b) 'i.e number and name of the voter as stated in the register of voters
shaH be called out;

(c) the number of the voter in the register of voters shall be marked on
the counterfoit; and

(d) a mark shall be placed against the number of the voter in the copy of
the regieter of voters to denote that the ballot paper has been received
~y the voter but without stating the seria~ number of the ballot paper
which h::\ been received.

14. A polling officer may, and shall if required by a polling agent, put to a
Vot\::f applying for a ballot paper, at the time of his application but not at any
other time~ the following questions or either of t.'lem-

(a) ~'Are you the person who is on the register of voters as follows
........ ?" (reading the copy of the entry in the register);

(b) "Have you already voted at the plebiscite at this or any other polling
station?"
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15. Immediately before casting his vote, a voter shall submit to having
the little finger of either hand marked with indelible ink, and any voter who
does not so submit shall not be permitted to vote.

16. A voter on receiving a ballot paper shall go immediately into the
screened compartment in the polling station and there secretly cast his vote by
placing his ballot paper in the ballot box of his choice, and shall then leave the
compartment without delay.

17. (1) A voter shall not place on the ballot paper any writing or mark
by which he may be identified.

(2) For the purpose of this regulation a mark resulting from the marking
of the little finger of the voter in accordance with regulation 15 shall not be
regarded as a mark of identification.

18. A voter who has accidentally dealt with his ballot paper in such
manner that it may not be conveniently used as a ballot paper may, on
delivering such ballot paper to the presiding officer, and after satisfying the
presiding officer that the ballot paper has been spoilt by accident, obtain
another ballot paper in place thereof, and the spoilt ballot paper shall be
immediately cancelled.

19. (1) A voter who is unable to distinguish colours or who suffers
from blindnessor from any other physical disability may at the discretion of the
presiding officer be accompanied by such friend or relative as he may choose,
and the presiding officer shall in the presence of the voter and of the friend or
relative place the ballot paper issued to the voter in the Dallot box nominated
by the voter.

(2) Any friend or relative who accompanies a voter in accordance with
paragraph (1) may be required to submit to being searched in accordance with
the provisions of paragraph (3) of regulation 12.

20. A vote may not be recorded by a voter except by his attending in
person at the polling station and recording his vote in accordance with these
regulations.

21. Subject to the provisions of regulation 22 a person shall be permitted
to vote only at the polling st3tion appointed for the registration area in
which he is registered as being entitled to vote.

22. (~) Where the polling station at which an officer is on duty is within
a reasonable distance of the polling station at which he is entitled to vote he
shall be permitted to leave the polling station at which he is on duty at such
time as the presiding officer considers reasonable and convenient in order to
cast his vote.

(2) Wherever an officer will be on duty at a polling station other than
that at which he is entitled to vote, and compliance with paragraph (1) ,,,,ill be
impracticable, the Administrator may, upon the written application of such
officer, direct in writing that the name of such officer be transferred to the
register of voters for the polling station at which he will be on duty.

(3) The presiding officer shall supervise tht: formalities necessary for the
casting of the vote of an officer on duty at his polling station.

(4) A polling officer shall supervise the formalities necessary for the
casting of the vote of the presiding officer at a polling station.

(5) IIi this regulation "officer" means an officer appointed to perform
duties in relation to the plebiscite: and includes a police officer on duty at a
polling station.

23. If at the time a person applies for a ballot paper, or after he has
applied and before he haf; left the polling station, a polling agent declares to the
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'presiding officer that he has reasonable cause to believe that the applicant has
committed an offence of impersonation and undertakes in writing at the time
of such declaration to substantiate the charge in a court of law, the presiding
officer may order a police officer to arrest such person, and the order of the
presiding officer shall be sufficient authority for the police officer to do so.

24. Any person in respect of whom a polling agent makes a declaration
in accordance with regulation 23 shall not by reason thereof be prt',-ented
from voting, but the presiding officer shall cause the words "protested against
for impersonation" to. be placed against that name in the marked copy of the
register of voters:

Provided that where a person in respect of whom such a declaration is
made admits to the presiding officer that he is not the person he holds himself
out to be, he shall not be permitted to vote if he has not already done so,
and if he has already voted the presiding officer shall make a note of the
number of the ballot paper delivered to him as being invalid, and upon the
count being taken such ballot paper shall not be counted.

25. A person arrested under the provisions of regulation 23 ':-.lall be
deemed to be a person taken into custody by a police officer for an offence in
respect of which he may be arrested without a warrant.

26. (1) If a person representing himself to be a voter named in the
register of voters applies for a ballot paper after another person has voted in
the same name, the applicant shall upon giving satisfactory answers to any
questions put to him by the presiding officer or a polling officer be entitled
to receive a ballot paper in the same manner as any other voter, but such ballot
paper (hereinafter referred to as the tendered ballot paper) shall be of a
colour different from that of the ordinary ballot paper.

(2) Before the presiding officer or polling officer delivers a tendered
ballot paper to the voter the name of the voter and his number in the register
of voters shall be written on the counterfoil of the tendered ballot paper and
shall also be entered on a list to be called the tendered votes list, and this list
'shall be admissible in any legal proceedings arising out of the plebiscite.

(3) A voter shall upon receiving a tendered ballot paper immediately
cast his vote in the manner prescribed in regulation 16.

27. The presiding officer shall regulate the admission of voters to the
polling station and shall exclude all other persons except United Nations
observers and officials, polling agents, plebiscite officials and any other person
authorised in writing by the Administrator or who has reason in accordance
with any written law to be admitted, and shall keep order and ensure compli
ance with these regulations at the polling station.

28. If any person misconducts himself at a polling station or fails to
obey any order made in accordance with these regulations by the presiding
officer he may by order of the presiding officer be removed from the polling
s+ation by a police officer or any other person authorised so to do in writing
by the presiding officer, and a person so removed shall not without the
permission of the presiding officer again enter the polling station during the
day of the plebiscite except for the purpose of casting his vote.

29. (1) If the proceedings at any polling station are interrupted or
obstructed by riot or open violence, the presiding officer may adjou' ( the
proceedings until later in the day or until the following day and, after ~~.. "ing
such precautions as are necessary to safeguard the ballot boxes and papers
and other plebiscite requisites, shall forthwith notify the assistant plebiscite
administrator, who shall in turn notify the Admini~trator.
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(2) If the poll is adjourned at any polling station the hours of polling on
the day to which it is adjourned shall be the same as for the original day, and
references in these regulations to the closing of the poll shall be construed
accordingly.

PART IlL-TERMINATION OF PLEBISCITE, COUNTING, ETC.
30. At the prescribed hour for the closing of the poll, the presiding

officer shall declare that no more persons shall be admitted to the polling
station, and thereafter only the persons already inside the polling station, or in
the area set aside for waiting voters, shall be permitted to vote.

31. (1) At the closing of the poll on the first day the presiding officer shall
in the presence of any United Nations observers and officials, plebiscite
officials, polling agents and other persons authorised in writing by the Adminis
trator who are in attendance-

(a) seal the ballot boxes in use for that day so as to prevent the intro
duction of additional ballot papers;

(b) cancel any ballot papers left lying in the screened compartment of the
poiling station;

(c) place separately in a box (hereinafter referred to as the security box)
provided by the Administrator-

(i) the marked copy of the register of voters together with any
written directions issued in accordance with paragraph (2)
of regulation 22;

(ii) the unissued ballot papers sealed in an envelope provided for
their safe custody;

(iii) the counterfoils of the used ballot papers;
(iv) the spoilt ballot papers;
(v) any ballot papers cancelled in accordance with sub-paragraph

(b);
(vi) the statement of ballot papers noted as being invalid in accor

dance with regulation 24;
(vii) the tendered votes list.

(2) The security box shall be sealed by the presiding officer in a manner
determined by the Administrator, and may if so required be further sealed by
any polling agent in attendance.

(3) The presiding officer shall be responsible for the custody of the ballot
boxes and of the l:lecurity box.

32. (1) At the opening of the poll on the second day the presiding officer
shall in the presence of any United Nations observers and officials, plebiscite
officials, polling agents and other persons authorised in writing by the
Administrator who are in attendance open the security box, and shall then
proceedwith the poll as provided in Part II of these regulations.

(2) The ballot boxes used or the first day of the poll and sealed in
accordance with regulation 31 shall not be used on the second day, but shall be
replaced by a second set of ballot boxes furnished in accordance with regu
lation 7.

33. (1) At the closing of the poll on the second day the presiding officer
shall in the presence of any United Nations observers and officials, plebiscite
officials, polling agents and other persons authorised in writing by the Admi
nistrator who are in attendance-

(a) seal the ballot boxes in use for that day so as to prevent the
introduction of additional ballot papers;
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(b) cancel any ballot papers left lying in the screened compartment of the
polling station;

(c) make up into separate packets sealed and marked for identification
(i) the marked copy of the register of votera together with any

written directions issued in accordance with paragraph (2)
of regulation 22;

(ii) the unissued ballot papers;
(iii) the counterfoils of the used ballot papers;
(iv) the spoilt ballot papers;
(v) any ballot papers cancelled in accordance with sub-paragraph

(b);
(vi) the statement of ballot papers noted as being invalid in accor

dance with regulation 24;
(vii) the tendered votes list;

(d) forward the packets and the ballot boxes to the chief returning officer.
(2) The packets shall be accompanied by a statement to be called the

ballot papers account prepared by the presiding officer stating-
(i) the number of ballot papers entrusted to him;
(ii) the number of spoilt ballot papers;

(iii) the number of unissued ballot papers;
(iv) the number of ballot papers cancelled as being found in the voting

compartment outside the ballot boxes;
(v) the number of tendered ballot papers;

(·vi) the number of persons marked on the register of voters (including
any additions made thereto as directed in accordance with para
graph (2) of regulation 22) as having been issued with a ballot paper;

(vii) the number of ballot papers noted as being invalid ir. accordance
with regulation 24.

(3) The ballot papers account may be verified by any polling agent after
it has been made up and before the packets are sealed up for delivery to the
returning officer, and any polling agent by whom such verification is made
shall sign his name on the account.

34. (1) Any political party or alliance of parties accepted by the Adminis
trator after consultation with the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner
as representing a sufficient number of persons to merit recognition may
appoint a counting agent to attend at each place appointed for the counting
of votes.

(2) Notice in writing of the appointment, stating the name and address
of the counting agent, shall be given to the chief returning officer not later
than one day before the firat day of the plebiscite, and the chief returning
officer may refuse to admit to the place where the votes are counted any person
p~rporting to be a counting agent in respect of whom no such notice has been
given.

(3) If a counting agent dies, or becomes incapable of acting as such,
another counting agent may be appointed in his place, and notice in writing
shall be given of his appointment as provided in paragraph (2).

35. (1) The chief returning officer shall, as soon as practicable after
the closing of the poll, make arrangements for counting the votes at a place
to be determined by him.

(2) The votes shall be counted in the presence of a United Nations
observer a~d of any counting agents in attendance, and so far as practicable
the counting shall proceed continuously until completed.
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(3) Except with the coment of the chief returning officer, who shall
have sole charge of the counting, no person other than the chief returning
officer, returning officers, counting officers, assistant returning officers,
counting agents, United Nation.s observer and any other person authorised
in writing by the Administrator may be present at the counting of the votes.

36. (1) Before opening any ballot box the chief returning officer shall
in the presence of a United Nations observer alone reverse the notice attached
in accordance with paragraph (1) of regulation 11, and shall mark upon the
reverse side of the ilotice a code number issued by the Administrator for the
polling station and plebiscite district in which the box was used.

(2) The chief returning officer shall then, in the presence of the United
Nations observer and of any counting agents, plebiscite officials and other
persons authorised in writing by the Administrator who are in attendance,
open each ballot box in turn, and proceed, assisted as he may direct, to count
the ballot papers in each box, recording the total number of votes cast in
favour of the:: alternative the allocated colour of which is shown on that box.

(3) During the counting the ballot papers shall be kept with their faces
upwards.

(4) Any ballot paper which does not bear the official mark shall not be
counted, and the chief returning officer shall endorse thereon the word
"rejected", adding the words "rejection objected to" if an objection to his
decision is made by any counting agent.

(5) Any ballot paper which i3 mutilated shaH not be counted, unless it
is clear that the mutilation was accidental.

(6) Tendered ballot Dapers shall not be counted.

37. (1) The chief returning officer shall then"prepare a statement show
ing the number of ballot papers rejected and shall on request allow any
counting agent to copy the statement.

(2) No counting agent shall record the number of any rejected ballot
paper which he sees during the counting.

. 38. The decision of the chief returning officer as to any question arising Returning
in respect of any ballot paper shall be final and shall not be subject to re"tiew officer's

. . . decisionexcept on a votmg petitlOn. final.

39. At the conclusion of the counting of the votes the chief returning
officer shall seal up in separate packets the counted, mutilated and rejected
ballot papers. He shall not open the sealed packet containing the marked copy
of the register of voters or the sealed packet containing the counterfoils of
used ballot papers, but·shall proceed in the presence of any counting agents
in attendance to verify the ballot papers account submitted by the presiding
officer by comparing it with the total number of ballot papers recorded and
with the number of uT\used, spoilt, invalid, mutilated and rejected papers
delivered to him. The chief returning officer shall prepare a statement as to
the result of the verification and shall on request allow any counting agent
to copy such statement. After examination the chief returning officer shall
re-seal the packets containing the unu~ed, spoilt and invalid ballot papers
and shall pack and seal the mutih.ted and rejected papers.

40. A counting agent may, if present when the counting or any re·count
of the papers is concluded, require the chief returning officer to have the
votes re-counted or again re-counted, but the chief returning officer may
refuse to do so if, in his opinion, the requefl,t is unreasonable, or if the

Method of
dealing with,
papers.

Re-count.



B 50

Declaration
of result.

Custody of
documents.

Secrecy of
vote.

Abscnceof
United
Nations
observers or
agents not to
invalidate
proceedings.

Personation
and
punishment
therefor.

Treating.

- 10 -

difference exceeds ten per centum of the total votes counted for the pollhlg
station concer~''ed.

41. When the result of the voting has been ascertained, the chief return
ing officer shall in respect of the plebiscite district or districts for which he is
exercising functions-

(a) forthwith publish at the place of counting the number of votes
cast in favour of each alternative in each plebiscite district;

(b) report the re.mIt of the votinb to the Administrator, who shall notify
the United Nations Commissioner and cause the result of the voting,
together with the number of votes recorded for each alternative,
to be published in the Official Gazette of the Northern Cameroons.

42. (1) Upon the completion of the counting of the votes the chief
returning officer shall arrange with the Administrator for the safe custody of
all documents relating to the conduct of the plebiscite.

(2) All such documents shall be destroyed on a date to be notified by
the Administrator in the Gazette of the Northern Cameroons, unless otherwise
directed in respect of any registration area by order of a court in any
proceedings relating to the plebiscite.

43. No person who has vote,.t at the plebiscite shall, in any legal proceed
ings arising out of the plebiscite, be required to state for which alternative he
voted.

44. Where in these regulations any act or thing is required or authorised
to be done in the presence of a United Nations observer or official, a polling
agent or a counting agent the non-attendance of any such person at the time
and place appointed for the purpose shall not, if any act or thing is other
wise properly done, invalidate the act or thing done.

PART IV.-PLEBISCITE OFFENCES
45. (1) Any person who, at the plebiscite, applies for a ballot paper

in the name of some other person whether that name be the name of a person
living or dead, or of a fictitious person, or who, having voted once at the
plebiscite, applies for a second ballot paper in the plebiscite in his own name,
shall be guilty of the offence of personation.

(2) Any person who is guilty of personation, or of aiding, abetting,
counselling or procuring the commission of the offence of personation, shall
be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds or to imprisonment
for a term not exceeding six months or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(3) A person charged with the offence of personation shall not qe con
victed except on the evidence of not less than two witnesses.

46. The following perS01J.S shall be guilty of treating-
(a) any person who corruptly, by himself or by any other person, either

before, during or after the plebiscite, directly or indirectly gives or
provides or pays, wholly or in part, the expenses of giving or provi
ding any food, drink, entertainment or provision. to or for any person
for the purpose of corruptly influencing that person or any other
person to vote or refrain from voting at the plebiscite, or on account
of such person or any other person having voted or refrained from
voting at the plebiscite; and

(b) any voter who corruptly accepts or takes any such food, drink,
entertainment or provision.

I
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47. Any person who directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other
pcrson on his behalf, makes use of or threatens to make use of any force,
violcnce, or restraint, or inflicts or threatens to inflict by himself or by any
other person any tcmporal or spiritual injury, damage, harm or loss upon or
against any person, in order to induce or compel anyone to vote or refrain
from voting, or on account of anyone having voted or refrained from voting,
at the plebiscite, or who by abduction, duress, or any fraudulent device or
contrivance impedes or prevents the free use of the vote by any votcr or there
by compels, induces or prevails upon any voter either to give or refrain from
giving his vote at the plebiscite, shall be guilty of undue influence.

48. The following persons shall be guilty of bribery-
(a) any person who directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other

person on his behalf, gives, lends, or. agrees to give or lend, or offers,
promises or promises to procure or to endeavour to procure, any
money or valuable consideration to or for any voter, or to or for any
person on behalf of any voter, or to or for any other person, in order
to induce any voter to vote or refrain from voting, or corruptly does
any such act as aforesaid on account of such voter having voted or
refrained from voting, at the plebiscite;

(h) any person who directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other
person on his behalf, gives or procures, or agrees to give or procure,
or offers, promises or promises to procure or to endeavour to procure,
any office, place or employment to or for any voter, or to or for any
other person, in order to induce any voter to vote or refrain from
voting, or corruptly does any such act as aforesaid on account of any
voter having voted or refrained from voting, at the plebiscite;

(c) any person who directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other
person on his behalf, makes any such gift, loan, offer, promise,
procurement or agreement as afnresaid to or for any person, in
order to induce such person to procure, or to endeavour to procure,
the vote of any voter at the plebiscite in favour of a particular alterna
tive;

(d) any person who, upon or in consequence of any such gift, loan,
offer, promise, procurement or agreement, procures, or engages,
promises or endeavours to procure the vote of any voter at the
plebiscite in favour of a particular alternative;

(e) any person who advances or pays, or causes to be paid, any money
to or for the use of any other person, with. intent that such money
or any part thereof $hall be expended in bribery at the plebidcite,
or who knowingly pays, or causes to be paid, any money to any person
in discharge or repayment of any money wholly in or part expended
if! bribery at the plebiscite;

(f) any voter who before or during the plebiscite, directly or indirectly,
by himself or by any other person on his behalf, receives, agrees, or
contracts for any money, gift, loan or valuable consideration j

office" place, or employment, for himself or for any other person,
for voting or agreeing to vote or for refraining or agreeing to refrain
from voting at the plebiscite;

(f!) any person who, after t1:J.e plebiscite, directly or indirectly, by him-
'" self or by any other pertlon on his behalf, receives any money or

valuable consideration on account of any person having voted or
refrained from voting, or having induced any other person to vote
or refrain from voting at the plebiscite:
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Provided that the provisions of this regulation shall not extend
or be construed to extend to any money paid or agreed to be paid
for or on account of any legal expenses bona fide incurred at or
concerning the plebiscite.

49. (1) Any person who commits bribery, treating or undue influence
shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding
one hundred pounds or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year
or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(2) Any person who is convicted of bribery, treating, undu::: influence,
or personation, or of aiding, abetting, counselling or procuring the commission
of the offence of personation, shall (in addition to any other punishment)
be incapal>le, during a period of one year from the date of his conviction-

(a) of being registered as an elector for any election of members to
any Native Authority Council, local council, town council, outer
council or other local government body in the Northern Cameroons;

(b) of being elected as a member of such council or body or, if elected,
of retaining his seat as such member.

50. (1) Any person who-
(a) forges or counterfeits or fraudulently destroys any ballot paper or

. official mark on any ballot paper or any certificate or return; or
(b) without due authority supplies any ballot paper to any person; or
(c) fraudulently puts into any ballot box any paper which he is not

authorised by law to put in; or
(d) fraudulently takes out of the polling station any ballot paper; or
(e) without due authority destroys, takes, opens or otherwise interferes

with any ballot box or packet of ballot papers then in use for the
purpose of the plebiscite,

shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding
one hundred pounds or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year or
to both such fine and imprbonment.

(2) Any attempt to commit any offence specified in this regulation shall
be punishable in the manner in which the offence itself is punishable.

(3) In any prosecution for an offence in relation to ballot papers, ballot
boxes and marking instruments at the plebiscite the property in such papers,
boxes and instruments may be stated to be in the Administrator.

51. Any assistant plebiscite administrator, returning officer, assistant
returning officer, presiding officer, polling officer or counting officer who is
without reasonable cause guilty of any act or omission in breach of his
official duty shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine
not exceeding one hundred pounds or to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding one year or to both such fine and imprisonment.

52. (1) Every officer mentioned in regulation 51 and every polling
agent and counting agent in attendlmce at a polling station or at the counting
of the'votes shall maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of the voting.

(2) No such person shall, except for some purpose authorised by law,
communicate before the poll is closed to any person any information as to
the name or number on the register of voters of any voter who has or' has
not voted at the place of voting.

(3) No person shall-
(a) interfere with a voter recording his vote; or
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(b) otherwise obtain or attempt to obtain in a place of voting information
as to the particular alternative for which a voter in that place is
about to vote or has voted; or

(c) communicate at any time to any person any information obtained
in a place of voting as to the particular alternative for which a voter
in that place is about to vote or has voted.

(4) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with any of the
provisions of this regulation shall be guilty of an offence and liable on
conviction to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds or to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding six months or to both such fine and imprisonment.

53. Any person who votes, or induces or procures any person to vote,
at the plebiscite, knowing that he or such person is prohibited by these
regulations or by any other law from voting at the plebiscite, shall be guilty
of an illegal practice and liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding fifty
pounds or to imprisonment for a tenn not exceeding six months or to both
such fine and imprisonment, and shall be incapable, during a period of one
year from the date of his conviction, of being registered as an elector at any
election of members of any Native Authority Council, local council, town
council, outer councilor other local government body in the Northern
Cameroons.

54. (1) Any person who-
(a) wilfully and knowingly votes in a registration area in respect of

which his name is not on the register of voters; or
(b) having been issued with a ballot paper in a polling station takes or

attempts to take that ballot paper out of the polling station; or
(c) at the plebiscite brings into the polling station a ballot paper issued

to another person,
shall be guilty of an offence and liable on convktion to a fine not exceeding
fifty pounds or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or to
both such fine and imprisonment.

(2) In order to detect whether an offence under paragraph (1) (b) has
been committed the presiding officer at any polling station may require a
person who has voted to submit to being searched in private by a polling
officer or any other person appointed by the presiding officer for the purpose
of ensuring that no ballot paper or papers can be taken out of the polling
station:

Provided that no female shall be searched except by a female.

55. Any person who is convicted of an offence under regulation 50, 52
or 54 shall be incapable for a period of one year from the date of his convic
tion-

(a) of being registered as an elector for any election of members to any
Native Authority Council, local council, town council, outer council
or other local government body in the Northern Cameroons;

(b) of being elected as a member of any such council or body or, if
elected, of retaining his seat as such member.

56. Any person who at the plebiscite acts or incites others to act in a
disorderly manner for the purpose of preventing or obstructing the conduct
of the plebiscite shall be guiity of an offence and liable on conviction to a
fine not exceeding fifty pounds or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
six months or to both such fine and imprisonment.
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57. (1) No person shall on the days on which the plebiscite is held
commit any of the following acts within a polling station or within a distance
of two hundred yards of a polling station, namely-

(a) persuading any voter to vote or not to vote for any particular
alternative;

(b) persuading any voter not to vote at the plebiscite;
(c) shouting slogans concerning the plebiscite;
(d) being in possession of any offensive weapon, 01' wearing any dress

or having any facial or other decoration which is calculated to
intimidate voters;

(e) exhibiting, wearing or tendering any notice, symbol, badge, photo-
graph or party card referring to the plebiscite: ,

Provided that this provision shall not prohibit the retention
on a vehicle of a flag of a political party if such flag is furled.

(2) No person shall on the days on which the plebiscite is held
(a) convene, hold or attend any public meeting; or

(b) operate any megaphone, amplifier or public address apparatus for
the purpose of making announcements concerned with the plebiscite
(unless he is an officer carrying out duties in relation to the plebiscite
and making official announcements).

(3) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with any of the provi
sions of this regulation shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction
t@ a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds or to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding one year or to both such fine and imprisonment.

58. (1) No person shall provide for the purpose of conveying any person
to a polling station any Government or local government or local authority
vehicle or boat or any vehicle or boat belonging to a public corporation except
in respect of a person who is ordinarily entitled to use such vehicle or boat

, and upon payment of the usual charges.

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of paragraph (1) shall be
guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding fifty
pounds or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or to both
such fine and imprisonment.

.59. Any person who publishes in writing any matter which is reasonably
calculated to deceive the public as to any matter for which the order or these
regulations provide shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to
a fine not exceeding twenty-five pounds or to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding three months or to both such fine and imprisonment:

Provided that no prosecution for an offence under this regulation shall
be commenced without the consent of the Legal Secretary of the Northern
Cameroons.

60. Any person who, at a lawful public meeting held in connection with
the plebiscite between the date of publication of the notice appointing the
days for the holding of the plebiscite under these regulations and the date
at which the result of the plebiscite is published, acts or incites others to act
in a disorderly manner for the purpose of preventing the tl ansaction of the
business for which the meeting was called together shall be guilty of an
offence and liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or to both such fine and
imprisonment:
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Provided that no prosecution for an offence under this regulation shall
be commenced without the consent of the Legal Secretary of the Northern
Cameroons.

MADE at Mubi this 18th day of December, 196G.

P. WYN-HARRIS,
Administrator of the Northern Cameroons
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ANNEX XX., Administrative Instructions tor Presidinc and Polling Officers

NORTH:<JRN CAM:JROONS PLEBISCITE

E!JBRUJI,RY 11th A1~ 12th 1961.

ADMI}ITSTP~.TIVE INS~RUCTIONS FOR PRESIDING
AND P~LLING OFFICJRS

'ItfrRODUCTIQli

You are about t. start a Training C~ur6e t~ enable y~u

to carry eut the duties ef an O~ficia1 in the Northern
Cameroons Plebiscite; fer \'/11ioh the pctl1ing days are 11 th
and 12th f February, 1961.

On that day the men and w"men of the Ncrthern Cameroons
wh. haver.registered their names as veters \"li11 oeme t. the

. ~

Falling Stati~ns te cho~se, by secret ballot, between
these tu, Q.uestions.

:::IT~

a y"'u w:J,sh t,_ ach1ev~ Indep!ing/i:t\ce bY joining
1h..Q. IndeJ?~ndent __~C1Q.'\!.~~~ Cam.~r.~un

QE

n", ¥~u vtisll t! ag,hieve_Ir~de:QendfinQeby j.dning
the Indevondent Federation -r Nigeria~

Fer pUblicity purp.ses and t. differentiate the
Pelling n~xes a c~lour has been allocated to each
Alte;rnative.

The coJ,.eur" fer the Independent Republic .~ Cameroun
is .. PINK-
The colour~for the Independent Federati~n of Nicieria

is - ~QK.

During the next ueek, you will receive Training in
all the aspects of your duties, and, depending upon heu
well y~u d~ ¥eu will oe appcinted either a Supervisery
Office~, a Presiding Officer,~~r a PollinG Officer.

Your pa~ during tra1ning, travelling, and preparatien
•will be at the rate ~~ 7/6d per day.



2
Your pay rUlen on dutyLt~ commence on the 8th ~~

February (1/h611 you will ree,ch your s ta tion) and to, .

cease on the day· that yO'll hand over your polling bexes
af'ter the completion C'~ voting J 'will be at the rate
~~ £1 per day ~or Supervisors, 15/- per day ~or Presiding
O~~icers and 10/- per ~ay for Polling O~~icers. You
will be given allowances for your 9arriers.

This is a very important duty, c.nd yt"lU are being
well paid to carry it out efficiently. See you do
Y0ur best.

The Northern Cameroons, for the purpose o~ the
PleiJisci te, has been. divided intn thl'"'ee Areas, - North,
Central and South, under the charge e~ Assistant
Plebiscite Administrat~rs stationed at BAi~, ~ and GAI~E.

:Jach of these areas has been sub-divided into a
number of Plebiscite Districts, as follows.•

A. Dikwa North
B. Dil{Vla Central
C. Gy/oza

D. CUbuna~a/Madagali

E. Mubi

F. Chamba
G. Gashalw/Toungo
Ho Mambilla
J. United Hills.

Er::.ch P18biscite District, Wllich is under the charge
or a Returning Of~icer, has been divided into a numbAr o~

Pelling Areas, ~hich correspond to the Registration _~eas

used for reGistering voters. In each ~ollin; Ju"'ea is a.
Polling Station, with one. or more votin~ units, c1epending
upon the number or people ej~ected to vote at each plo.ce..

(1~ A Rej~ning Officer is in charge of a Plebiscite
Dj.Etrict.

(2) £~ Assist~t Ret~ing O~~~~ will assist the
TIeturnin[:; Officer in hie duties.

(3) A S~2eryisQr is in charge of a number ~f Polling
Stations.

(~.) AJ?L~f?J.gJ.ns..Offic~J1 is in charge of a Polling
Station.

(5) A R9J.1.in~ O~fi.~ \;i1l assist a Presiding
Officer in Dis duties.

•.•.••31
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The purpose o:C t:~iD or:.;r.;:lisation of \"[hic!l you \{ill

form un important pe.rt is to 0.110';1 thc;. ma:.;::imun Il\.lmbel' of

men .'?\nd "ilOlllell 'Jho hUV8 resistered their names to vote in the

PlobiGcito, to CQst their votes in secret at the approgriate

pol1in::; Ftc.tioa;.:, j,,'o~'" one o i.' 0·~J.10l" 01' 'the alternc.tives.

All your 2.ctiviti8s '.;i11 h; (i:r'0ctcd to this end.

'::"he j;JUl'},)oso of the iat:. tl'uctions vl>.ich f0110\"l ilS to

explain th,. t:linss \;llic>. ;.:ou i.1UGt de, oefo1'-o, CLTJl"ing, and

after the polling dLWs, and to explain t,o j"OU hO\1 to Let

about ::lOU1' wor~{.. L'hmie instructions \7ill be full;>r er.plained

to you in the CourGe ~hic~ is about to begin; -

A set of ~~~ulctions has been issued by E.R. the

.kdminis tr8.tor of' the .. ol'thern C....:mc.rool1o Ylhich mo.1cos la\'lful

tho votins operation. :'h8 Instructions in this paper are

based upon the 2cculationse The neG~lations which

particulnrly apply to ;;'our \"lorlc are set out in full

(Appendix .;'.. ) to these Int: ,;ructions_

A liot of the 80re important Plebiscite Offences will

also be foune::. at tho bD.cl~ of :'hese instructions (..;'ppend~:c :3)
'..:hey are for' ;'lour' informc.ti.on and guida.11.ce.

n:JiI..i:.r3~JR T~'ILr~ .":f 'l'~:r8 PL~;BISCrf~ ONLY THOSIJ MBN .:~1)

WOH:JF WF.O::.E:: HLI:JJS A.;--_JB.!.J{ C}; '..'l-':~: REGISTilR GIVDH 'l'0

YOU ~.;j~"'{ VOT:.,

------_._-_._---
:. til..... YOUR POLLING GT..:'..'l'IONS•

1. Attend th~ course of Instruction.,

2. Study the8C Instructions o.nd the ReB~ations.

3- Receive certain items of equipment f~om the

Returnins Officer in chc~gc of your course, and

sizn for them.

(A:;>pendix C)

4. When your training is complete take your e~uip~ent

~nd go to the Polling Station to which you have

oeen allocc.ted. Seel~ out the Village Head und

introduce yourself. LeJce SU1"O that the

?ollill~ ~tation is properly built, If it is

D9~, put it in order. (You uill be shown a model

?011ins Station durins your course)

A plan is att~chcd to these instructions (Appendix D)
5. Train and instruct your Polling Marsha13 and Female

Searchers, in their duties.
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~1ng the Voting, put one Polling M~shal at the entrance
gate to see that the vot~rs enter the station in a proper
manner.. Put another inside the enclosm:'e to control the
approach of tho vot~rs to the Presiding Off'icer' stable.
Place the third marshal at the exit to see that no one
enters the station that ~ay -7

--------------------_....-...-----_._----_._----
POLLING DAY...§

VotinG will take Jluce over two days. Q§1~yday 11th
February and Sunday 12th February. The Polling Station
will be open between the hours of 7 o'clock in the morning
and 5 o'clock in the evening_ DurinG those times the
station must ~OT be l~ft unattended.

You will have received all YOllr e9,.uipment (Apyendix C)
from your returning officer, who \/il1 have shoTIn you how
to us e it. .9lULRY OQ.,rr AL~ ):I..S INST.:g"UCTIONS EXACTL,X_

The Vill~Ge Headman and his people will have been told
all about the ple.co anc1 time of votinG by post01"'S end

publicity 8.,zents. The mer., have been asked to come on t:1e
first day (11 th February) ane::. the women on t.he second da;:/
(12th February). 'The reason f'OT' t~1is is to avoid conGestion
at the pollin:; station, and ·to mE1.1~e ~;"our work easier. It
has been decided thr..t a polling station can ~1and1e up to
650 people in one day. The numbers of polling stations
in an area have ~een calcul~ted on this basis.
0UT. Although we have asked men to come on the first day ~nd-
w~men on the second, you must ~ prevent them from voting
if they come on the wronG day. That is wl~ the waitiUG area
in the Polling Station has two compartments ~ the large one
for men on the fir'l3t day and women on the second day. The
small one for women on thE; first da~~ and men on the second
day..

-----,----,.-.._-
:POLL-QQNDUOT SJ..F TFlli

.1§..T DAJ

tJust bGfore votinG begins fasten Plebiscite (VotinG)
Form 'E' (Reg. 7 f) outside the entrance to the ~olling

Station, You mUDt Sho~ the ballot boxes to ~ person
p.esent so that he can see that they are empty.
Unlocik yoU!' security box and take out the unpainted scal,
sealing ... and matches. Reloelc the secul"'i..ty box•

• • "" ..5f
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Then lock the boxes in public and attach the Forms K. & L.
to the boxos ott their own colour. lJ.1hen C;O into the polling
booth with the Pollinc Agents, and fix the two Ballot Boxes
inside it. R:@Ivf.rllMB:~ The Black :Sox should 'oe on the ~,
towards Nigeria, and the Pinlc 30x chould be on the right
towards Cameroun. There ~ be a pollinc agent for each
altcrnativ6, representing the ~olitical parties whiCh
favour each side. ~ley ~ill be in possession of papers
of Appointment (Form ~). They should be allowed to sit
in the enclosure behind you. ThEJ1r duties are listed
in J..ppendix E.

Go te your table and again open up your security box,
which will contcin the documents and equipment, ~d will
have been kept lacked uith the key ~n ~our pQssess1on.
Take out YOur Register of voters, stamps, ink, pads etc Qnd
then in front of tho Polling Agents, and any other official
who may be preoont open your sealed packets of ~allot Pqper~.

rrhe voters will be made to s:l. t o.O\7n in thu Yiai ting
enclosures under the contro~ of a Polling Marshal who will
torm them into a line and allow them to move past your tabl~.

Those with 2egistrc.tion c....rds i:ill take: priority over those
Without.

The voter~ \'/i11 come to you one b;'l one
(1 ) Chec:~ each mnn or i/omDJ'l t s namo against

the Regieter of Voters Given to you by the
Returning Officer. Callout the namE; and

:iumber from the :.1egister.

(2) If you are satisfied that he is entitled
to vote, put a line through ~is name on
the ~egister of Voters.

(3) Hark the Bc.llot :;:aper \"/1 th the Official
Secret stamp (if you do net do this the
vote cannot be counted).

(4) ~ark the Rog1ctrution C~rd TIith the Official
Secret Stamp and return it to the Voter.

(5) r:::.rk thG NUMBjJR Ol--TLY of thE. votel' us shovm
in the Rebi~te~ on tho counterfcil of the
ballot paper you are going to give him
or her.

NOT~ If YOU suspect that th~ voter alrea~~ has a
ballot paper ~n his pc~son You m~" huve him searched in
private in the zana mat enclosure provided. If the voter
refuses he or she must NOT be alloued to vote. Women must-of course be searched by tho Female Searoher, provided by the
Village Head.
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If a Polling Agent (whose. duty it is to detect
impersonation) suspects th~t n man is voting in ~noth6r

man1 s name he cun D.slc you to put' the follQ'.ling Q.U\3S tions
to the Voti:.r.

(a) Arc you.the person who is on tho
Re~istor of Voters, as follovs ••••••••••
..(.Rpo.di:p:g the copy of th'" ontry in tho Register)

'"
(b) Have you nlro~dy voted at th0 ?leoiscito

at this or any othor Polling St~tion ?

YOU MUST.. 110.1 ADD .;i,l'r.t: r,:0:RIl Qtr.L.LSTIONS

When the voter hus boon Diven hiD pap~r, but buforo
he; Gnters tho Polling Booth, you must. paint his loft
Ij.ttlc finger wi tl1 orush c.nd ink provided.

Then tul1 the vot..Jr to 2;0 J..LONZ into tho VbJ.1JLng

Booth and put h1s papcr in th~ box of his choico.

As soon as the voter h~s voted ho must leD.vc the
Booth and gO o.YlD.;Y" from tllc Polling Station..

,D/i;PQRTll.NT. PQINrr'\L;10 :?3M.@I1B:GR H:-::.JN .:~~ VOTER l~PPLEJS TO VOTE

(1) A voter must voto, IN PZRSOll,o.t tRC polline
eto.tion.

(2) h votor can only vote at that polling ctution ,:hich
is in tho Rcgistrution ;~oc. vhcro ho Registcred~

i.e. If his name is on the list supplied to you
Oy tho Roturnins Officor.

(3) An officer on plobiscite duty may votc at the
Polling Station whore he is ~orkinG, provided thc.t
he has fillea in Form ~, and given it to the
Returning Officor, during the Course, tnlo hus
issued 0. FORM Q, which the PX'osiding Officer of tho
Polling Station whcro he works, has in his
possession.

(4) It a Polling ,.::'gont tolls you thr.t a, mt.11 Hho is
applying for a bc:;J.lot pap:.;r, or oven a mnn \"/ho
hns alreadY received on9 put has not 10ft tho
Polling stc.tiQn" is yot1ng in another man's name,
~le Prosiding Officor h~s the POW0V to ordor ~is

arrest, PRQVIDED thnt tho ?olling ~~ont Gt~tes,

J;,N ~'ffiITIKG, that he will substantio.te tho ehergo
in n. Court of Luw.,

,'•• ".i/.. ,"
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You mu.st warn 't..IJ.<:: man. acc~u 'w'J.l:.l:ti i.f- J.J,I,;&. .ib

f'ound guilty of votin2; in ror:.othcr mC'.n' s nruno he
will bc licbl~ ~o n fine of' £50 and imprisonment
f'or six months. If' 110 doou :.lot nd.l.1i t the of'i't:.nce
you must allow him to voto, but you must mark
neains this nomo in the: rq:~i8 t ..... r the words,
"Protested a.gninst for iI:1p<:irson!1tion."

If' tho man accusod ::..d!:li tG tl1..:... cf'i\mcE: yO'l

must not o.llow ~lim to votu, but if ',W h0.8 C'.lroi'.dy
voted you must mclw r.. noto of tho nUInbor of tho
ballot pClpor given to him :::.nd show it c.s inv:.lid
in your RGturn of tho Bnllot ?~pers ~ccount to
the Returning Of'ficer, r.nd nlso fill in the
stat<:;ment of Invc.lid Ballot Petpars (FOrI:1 In.

(5) If D. man applies for n ballot pap{;J:' c.ftuX' o.ncthor
has vct~'l in his nc.me r'.nd JOU [ire sntisfie;d,
af'ter questioning him, th~.t some oth0r person
ha.s voted in his pl::tcc, he must be given 11

SP.iJCI..:i.L Bl~LOT Pll.PEB called a TEND.JL,D R:..LLOT PAPER.
You will write his or h~r ~ and 1~UB~ on tho
back of' thu paper, Vlri tl3 the number' on tha counterf'oil
and allow the person to vote in tho usual ~3Y.

The name ond number of th~ person will then be
entered on the Tendered VOt6S List (Ferm F).

The following arc important ~)oints to remernb~r wh~n

a voter has got his ballnt po.per:-

(i) A voter must not be allo~ed to mark his ballot paper
in any way. If he dc.rn~[;cs or spoils it by accident
you can aive him another ballot paper in place of
the spoilt one, ~hich you muot then cancel nnd keep
separately.

(i1) If the voter is blind or disabled you can go into'
the booth with him and help him to vote (Reg.19~

·(i~1) If your Polling Marshals are registered to vote
at Y0ur own stution you (the Presi~ Off'icer)
yourself must supervise the voting f'ormalities
of these officers, and if you yourself nre registered
at your own stntio~,You must inf'orm your ~ssistant

Returning Officer in good time ,dO that he can arrang€
t~ have yoUl' own voti~ formclitiee supervised.

(11) If' you or other Plebiscite Off'icials are registered
at another polling stntion which is ne.arby~ you
and your nff1cers can go there to vote if it is
convenient on the :polling day•

•••••8/ 7061-12
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(i11) If it is not convenient fCtt' you or the other
Officials to go to vote at the pdlling station
where you registered, you may enter their name
on your Register and allow them to vota if they
have a Form Q.

You mus~ control through y~ur Polling Marshals the
admission of voters to the polling station, and
you mus~ keep out all other persons who hav6 no
r.ight to be there. r~ must maintain ord~ at the
station, and if anyone misconducts himself or fails
to obey a lawful order you (the Presiding Officer)
have the power ~o have him removeQ from the station
and he cannot return during the day except with
your permission.

If such a person has committed any ~ffence in the
polling station he cenbe arrested on your author1ty.
You must. not, however, use your authority to
prevent any voter Who is entit~ed to vote from having
the opportunity to do Sb.

BUT RE1m1VLBER THAT:

(0:.) You must, at all times be. courtous and help:ruJ.
towards the voters.

(b) It is not your job to judge disputes because
these can bEl settled in a court o:f law.

(c) You ml,lst do everything to fa.cilitate the voting
~f people who are eligible to vo~e.

If the proceedings at your polling station are intl?-.r~

during polling hours by ri~t or other serious ~rouble, you
(the Presiding Offi ce!') mus t, adjourn the proceedings until
later in the day or until the following day. Then, after
locking up the ballot b·.~:es, ballot papers and other
plebiscite items, you must. Qt once ~eport th~ matter to
your Returning Officer.

WHAT TO DO AFTER POLLING IS ENDED ON THE FIRST DAY

(i) At 5 o'clock y~u must order that the entrance
ga.te is closed, and. only peopl.e alrel?dy inside.
the enclosures will then be allowed to vote.

(ii) Immediately voting is over, you will in the
presence of' the POJ.lj_l1g l.genw# e.nd any authorised
persons present, close and seal the two voting
boxes with the Wire, clump. nn~ seal ~rov1ded.

••••••9/
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(i1i) Your unused ballox pnpers will be put inta

the envelopes provided se~led with the red
painted seal, nnd put into th~ Security Box.

(it) . The other pnpors and equipment vf111 0.11 be put
into their envelopes, but 1iQA senled, and placed
in the Security Box.

(v) -)The Sccurity :a.x v.rill then be locked, end secled
\vi th the '",'ire, clrunp, nnd seul provided.

(vi) The elamp "{Till then _-.:. be placed in !.:m envelop(=!
sealed with tho red painted senl.

(vii) The red painted seal will then be destroyed.
This will ensure thQt nobody CQll disturb the
cl~p oVclrnieht.

(viii) You will take the polline boxes ~d the security
box r.nd thE.. clamp, to you.r house, and you 'will
ensure that either the ?residins Officer and a

?olling i,iarshc-:l .. .Q.t the :?ollin~ Officer and a
?olling Mcrshal, sholl rem~in with it all niGht.
THESE BOXES _:1.?.E S:iTICURITY no one else should. be. -
alloved in th0 room uith the~ during the night.

l~t 7 0' clock an thE, me:rtD1ng of Sunday 12th February
you uill again open the Polling 8t~tion, und, using the
S:illCO.~m set of boxes, proceed. exactly e.s :rou did during the
first de.y •

.----_..----------.....----------------------
Y~:'.T TQ 00 AFT:.R POL,LING IS ENJJHIl

mi THE SBCCi'll) D1~

(i) ~t five .'clock you will aG~in order the closing
ef the entrance, ~nd only allow people within
~le encl~sure to vote.

(ii) ImmediatelY the voting is aver you will, in the
presence of the Pollill3 ~~ents ~nd nny other
nuthorised persons present, close Qnd st;nl the
two votinG boxes TIith tho ~ire, clu~p, und
seal prtvided.

(iii) Your unused ballot pr.porz vfill be put into nn
m~v0lopc, m~rk0d ~nd Eecl~d ~ith the rcmninins
senl.

• ••••••10/
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(iv~ Th0 following will then b~ made up into pa~kages,

senled with the se.~l and marked vii th the contents.
(n) Mnrked RegistGr of Voters, togethor TIith

any Forms Q which have been received.

(b) The conterfoils of thG used Ballot Papers.

(c) The T8ndered Votes List (Form F)

(d) The unused and spoil Ballot Papers, for
both dgys, pIeced 0..11 togethor.

(e) stntement of Ballot Papers noted Invnlid,
for both days.

(f) Any Ballot Pupclrs left il~ide the Polling
Booth, which were not put in the Ballot
Boxes, after you hnve cqnc~lled them by
puttinz a red cross on tho Front of the
pc.per.

(g) The Ballot Paper Account.
(Arry Polling J'..gent present may check tJ..l.e

kccount if he so wishes before you seul
it up - but he must sigD it after doins so).

~ these paCkages, properly sealed ~d mnrked1 together
with ,he res'i Clf your e<luipment should be lpcked. in the
~ecurity Box. The Security Box, plus the fQur Ballot Boxes
will be taken to the Returning Officer.

HE WILL INSTRUCT YOU, DURING YOUI{ COURSE, HOW TO
CARRY rrHEM, ..;':ND W1GRE TO T':uill THEM.

BjjFCPJJ YOU LB.AVE YOUR POLLING ST..~TION COLLECT TI£l. BAFT
IJ{D RETURN IT, WITH TES R:tTiST OF TIwll lJQUIHiSNT, TO TIB R:ilTURNNG
OFFIC~.



ANNEX XXI. Notes for Polling Officers - Rights of Polling Agents

NOTES FOR_ POLLING _OFLICER..§.

RIGHTS OF POLLING AGENTS.........

A Polling Agent is a person appointed under Regulation
jO cf the Northern Cameroons Plebiscite (voting)
Regulation 1960 for the purpose of detecting
personati~n at the poll:

He 'l:"/i11 be issued \"/i th a 1.etter &' Appointment (Form E).
He will only be all~~ed to exercise the rights of a
polling agent if he can produce this letter to the
Presiding Officer i/c of his polling station.

-Iiioil....· ;__..e...""-~-_,.I"·----'--~- •

1. A Polling Agent's principal Right is to !b~ervYA

2. A Pelling Agent may be present at t:lO opening of the
sealed paekets of Ballot Papers at the commencement~

polling on br-th days L.Reg.11 (2) J !J..eg. 32(1)J

3. A Polling Agent may sit in the enclosure, behind the
Polling Officers, L.Reg.27J - He sb§;ll not be, a.JJ.oXle.d in~

an:y other Dart of the. EfIllli Up' S tat1on •. --....- ....-

I.J.. A ~ling Agent may see tha t the Balll't Paper when is.euedJ

is marked Yii th the appropria te Official Harle.. ffie~13(a)J.

5, A Polling J\gent may require a Polling Officer to ask a

Voter applying fnr ~ Ballot Paper, at the time of his..
al?P:lr;'ea.iion~ onkt 'the f'oJ.~~~ tIUestiOllS -

(a) Are you the person vnlO is on the register of
voters as follo~s .•••••••••• ?

LReading thG copy of the entry in the reGisterJ

(b) Have you already voted at the Plebiscite at this
t"lr roly ~ther polling station ?!..Reg.14..7

6. A Polling .l~r.;ellt maya t tho time L!.. person applies for ::l

ballot paper, or after he has c.].Jplied but bElf'ore he has

left the polling ctation, declare to the Prosiding Officor
that he believe that person hets comr.li tted the offence of
impersonation LI.e. he has pretended to be some other man
so as to voto in thut mvn's name-7.

If the POllulg Agent undertakes, in writi~, to support
his eharge in u Law Court, the mun may be arrested on the
~rder of the Presiding Officer.LReg.23-!
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7. A Polling Agent may cbserve the scaling und closing of
the ballot boxes and the security box at the close of
p~lling on both days.

8. A Polling Agent may seal the security bf'lx after it h~ls

been scaled by the Pre siding Officer, wi th his O\iIl1 seal.

9. A Polling Agent may verify the Bullot Papers Account,
after it has been prepnred by the PresidinG Officer.
If he does this he must sign t~count.

THESE .ARE THE ONLY RIGHTS OF r:L'HD POLLING ,l\GENTS.

SHOULD THEY ATTEMPT TO IN~ERFERE IN ANY OTHER ~AY

WITH THE CONDU.OT OX THE POLL YOU WU\Y ORDEn THEM rro BE

REMOVED urillER REGU~~TION 28.
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lif8RTHEffiN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE ADMINISTRATION
...,=- sua' :D'S "'aw:&,.i *',,_=_

INSPECTION OF POLLING BOOTH.

During the course of polling a Presiding or Polling
O~cer will enter the booth every half hour to examine it.
Any pelling papers lying nuts ide the box will be collected
and remov~d. Any papers stuck in the slot will be pushed
intllt the bnx.

The Polling or Presiding ~fficer may also, if the
box appears to be overflowing push down the papers inside
with a thin stick.

The Pelling Agents may accompany him into the booth
to watch. They wust n~t touch the papers or the boxes or
approach within four feet of them.
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ANNEX XXII. Count:mg Instructions Nos. 1-.3

It is to bE! understood t:i.lat tlh;se Instructions
laydovm n guide, the principles of which should bo
followed, but it is appreciated that local conditions
may well dotormine variations.

The object of the operation is to renQer an
accurate and speedy ruturn of the ballot papors count
in each Plebiscite District.

For reasons of ballet secrecy it has been deci&sd
that the results shall be announced to the PUblic, NOT

by Polling Stations but by ;E;L.1ll:2.;ts..Q1.iQ......Distr.l.~!s-1.- thus
nine separate results will be announced.

Fer record purposes it will be necessary to count
each Pelling Station separately, and record the tetal
votes cast for each alternat~ve.

A code system has been il~titu-ted whereby the
v8tes for each polling stc.tion will be recorded under
a cede, ~OT, under the name 0f the Polling Station.
This is to onsure that tho secrecy of the ballot is
maintained and that the actual voting, village by
village is knovnl only to officials holding the code-l:ey.

URder no circumstances must this inf'ormQtion be

divulged te any. unauthorised persons. The offici~ls

holding the key will be the (i) Plebiscite Amninistrc.tor,

(ii) the United Nations Oommissionor, (iii) the
Returning Officer. i/c each Oount,. and (iv) the United
Nations Observer in atrtendanco.

After the olose of the poll on the second day the
Presiding Officers will be responsible for bringing the
ballot boxes in to the counting or collecting centre with
all speed. A ruceipt will be given to the Presiding
Offiler by the efficial who roceives his f0Ul~ boxes.

(Jippendix A)

Counting will commence so soon as the first half

ef the boxes for the Plebiscite District has been
re.ceivod at the counting statien, and will pr()~eed

without breruc illltil this part of the count is completed.
When the second half' 0f' the bexos have been 1"'oceived the
completi~n nf the count will take place.

A plan ~f a suggestod counting ~entre is attached and
the notes that foll.ow arc ba.serl upon s.ome similar

lay-out. (Appendix B) ..

• •..••2/
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At one end of the room a space is reserved
for the collecti.n of sealed boxes. Vllien the time
for counting comes the seals on thqse b.xes will
be brolten by the Ohief Re:turning Officer, or Returning
Officer in charge of the count, and the lid, ~overi~g

the slot, raised. The Porm K or L, vfill 1?e rem:ved,
reversed, and fastened by Oelotape to the frjnt of the
box, and the: appr,priate code number for the polling
station (as disclosed by the Top Secret attachment
to tnis instruction) y~itten threon. The Counti~G Agents
may watoh this operation from a distance but care
must be exercised to ensure that they do not see vn1ich
code number has been allocated to wl~ich Polling ~tation.

After the boxes have been so dealt With, they
should be issued, Po~linG Station by Pollin~ Station~ to
each pair of Countin5 Assistants, unIocked~ and counted;
first the 2 Pink Boxes, then the 2 Black Boxes, - and
the results recorded on the Tally Sheets, in Triplicate.
(Appendi:K C). One 00f!Y shall bEl kept by the Counting
Assistants, and two passed to the Official Recorder's
Te.ble. There the Dallot Paper Oount Form (Appendix D)
will be filled in. The aeturninG Officer, in charge
will th~re verify the ~allot Peper ACCOIDLt.

As soon as the result of a Polling Station has
been approved by the ReturninG Officer in charge he
shall send by Army Signal, a message on the lines of the
Instruction to this letter (Appendix E) to b,P?LJD MUBI~.

After all the boxes have been counted, and the
Ballot Paper Count certified, the Returning O~ficer

in charge shOUld publish the number .f votes count f.r
each alternative at his Head~uarters and f.rward by
signal this final figures to Mubi. The Ballot Paper
Count will be signed and forwarded in QUintuplicate to
Deputy Plebiscite Administrator by Land Rover, \lith copies
of Appendix C attached.
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FORM OF RIUC:;IPT

Date

j3ALLOT BOL3S

This is to certifY that I have this day

received four locked and Boaled ballot bo~:-os 1'rom

••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Polling Station.

Assistant Returning O~~icer

Receiving.

?rcsiding Officer
Handing Over.



.. 4 ...

/1 /0 1:1 /.; /\1 J:J IX §
............. -= .

.s (/G G-.t:.$ r.t! ])
or:

Pi.. 11AI If 0 IV. ~ /{!? tJlI((;;. e"Ntl.! IVr
C CJ(.'/I'\ Iii .1',1 G ~ (j 0,''1

D

o
l_J

(.I

,..J 1 INC, -I -(..0:> ..-. __ -oS /Fe-r,o -'\0
.,.. ,.

-I' ~1=0 It / ~
C I;H,A/ r.
'1Ve,;. I
~ Go /i';tI" S l

VI - - - - - -

S " C. 7" I i)J.I

1= (;> t<:
C I'.JVN'~/Nr;.

,4 S .:.\/0$ ;#"I)~

(r (J t.ltV7t.'!~

<1- '<. 1$<0 ~ 't!J,;.':
t<~J.,

~-j--'
- -

- - -

Iff '3 (. /:.- (~ ,:0 I~ '.1 ..'~
f.:J r: /?i:'/i ¢ p? 0

S 1't) '_ 1< ~ 0 t: .6 OJ'{ t; S
lit/oS ~//)e I~OA
L' IVI I' ; y ( (' ~ V IV;;.;:J)
<3o.)(e~

._----------~---_.._...

SJ:! (' T .. 0 I"(

/";. fj r-(

-' ; 0 ~,Q (,./?

I;,)/=

B·1 L L',r

~oxcs - -..
~;~~ P "'tflJ

710 ' " c;.

S '" 1"1e
13 y 1/ PI1

I
cf' If 0..5



-·5-

APP:GNDIX C.

,-------------1___ CODI; NO.
-- - _ .__.._-,..____..... __"1__._...____,_~_~ .. _, __.__a -..u-.....___..... _ .

- . I lNIG.JRIA ! CAll'i::'ROUl'if
TOTALS. I(BLAGK BOX) • (p~)

I
\
I

VALID BALLtTS \

I

I

1---·---,-------_·_·_-_·--
PAP•..RS

'-------------
CANCELL:illD

" ..,-----_..---,-----.- ---- ...-.- .._--- --._ ...------1'---------
REJJ'::CTED BALLIT PAP~;RS - ) I.- ._-_.--_.--- ---_._-+._--_.. __.

------------------9, :
----_ .._------~~-----

I
xxxxxxxxxy..x.xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxxxxx TOTAL BALLOTS ----~.... II ' I/-_____, _.,. .__.__. .__ - - .__.-.1 .__..

TEND:r~RED B.ALLOT PAP:.JRS ...
)

.__"",_..--.__. .._~., ._ _ '--' _--r..__• ----.-..• \_.__

N.tes:

R:.:J:LDT::L'U BALLOT PAP~.~}(ti nre tllo':!e found ir~sJJ.~.~ "ballot bnx

.YG_th9..1!.i 1fficic..l mark; they l:l'l.u:~t be liI:\rkcc:l rejected QnJ.;L
by a ReturninG Officer.

#.:# CAEC:i.;LL,i;,n BALLO'::' PAE.:·RS are IT.9..'£. r'ecol"cle( by Gounting ASl':1ictal1ts;

these are recJrdod by offi9in~ rec~rder8, from the Ballot Papers
Account.
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Bl~.LLOT P~-':';R C0..lID"L..

P~BISCITE DISTRICT

\
I

!
l
i
!
I
;
!,
!
l
i

TOTALS

-
POLLING STATION VP.LID Plti>ERS REJL:CT3JD PAP:':':RS CANCDLLED P~\P~RS TE

CODE PINK BLACK PINK IBUGi{' PINiClBLAdk - fI
I
i i

I
I

I 1 II I j• II 1 I I II
II, 1

i 1

i • 1 l
i

II 1,
1! i 1 I1 I!

Il 1 II

I l I

. I II l
j

~ 1 J !j I 1
I j l

I I •

I"

I • 1,,
1 1! I I

! I
,

• 1
~ l

!
,

II 1
1 I I
I I I Ij l j, I

•,

•• sa ... wv = t -=

DATE
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It ':filJ. be noted that the Ballot Papers Account
(Form G) is divideu, by a seration, into two sectiol~,

euch with a printed space for the code number. The

top section cOLtains spaces for various particulars
and the bottom f3ectiOl.l. is to be i'illed in as the f'orm
of' account.

LTnder ReGulation 39 of the iorthern Camc:roons
::::'lebiscite (Vctin;3) hegulo.tions, C01. I:''1tinG Agents
shall see the verification o~ the ballot papers
account afteri:,lle polling ctation hr.u3 b;::en counted.

This form haG been evolved in such a way as to
ensure tl1.::.t '~lley 2.re unable to relnte -the name of'
the Pcllin~ Gtation to the actual boxes bein~ counted.

1:J.1he method of' dealin: .. \;i th it shall be as f'ollO\lS:-

(i) '1'he envelope containinc.; the Ballot
Papers Account -./ill be opened c.nd

the appropriz,. to cod.e l11.1I!ll)Gp for the
PollinG Station inserted in the tvo
squnres so provided.

(ii) Tho 2aper will be divided into two
portions across the ser~tion.

The top half' ~ill ~Je placed in an

envelope, suitabl~T marked~ and. 'c1'1e

bottom half' placed on the recording
off'icers table.

(iii) After the account has been ver~f'iod ehe
bottom half' will be placec in the sume

envololJEJ \;hich \vill oe sealed, and shall

f'orm part of' the records of' the count.

Deputy
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Attached for reference is Appendix C to Counting
Instructions 1.

My attention has been dravm to the fact that no
provision iG made in the form for the rocording of
, spo,il t' papers ..

I draw your attention to Regulation 18. It is
laid down that any 'spoilt paper t shall be ~mmediately

.9a1l9_~lli..sl,._ It followsjJ therefore, that when Appendix
C is being compiled; the spoilt pa~ers, having been
cancelled, shall be accounted for in the cancelled column.

Deputy
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NORTHERN CP~EROONS PLEBISCITE ADMINl~~
...... .. . sa _ ..·'0 .. ' ..·• _ C

APPENDIX~~

(TALLY SHEET FOR H"l"DIVIDUAL POLLnYG STATIONS)

CODE NO •

.. -. -

NIGERIA CAMEROUN TOTALS... •
(BLACK BOX) (PINK BOX)

'V.AIJJ}-BALLOTS l
" .- ~ . . .

i

J .L\,I,llU'.&JTJ!i..J p.A T,T J"'l'" "PAPERS I7,

__. ......,,_J... ...______

~-cAl:irJ1ITJJiID~.f>"APERS- .....,..,

----~. .ll:,.1:.••'-.0

XXXXXXXX:":XXXXXx.xxX~XXxxy..xxx:o:xxxTOTAL~
". -

#_ REJIDJTED BALLOT PAPERS are these f'ound In.s.~ oallf"t bltx
~~!~q~ of'f'icial mark; they must bp.
marked rejectec only QY a Returning
Of'f'icer.

;aa::.. L

CANCELLED BALLOT PAPERS are HQT. reoorded by Counting Assistants;

these are recorded by q~f.i~~~~ recorders,
f'rom the Ball.t Papers Accotmt.

'Zi"'li:a'"' mr J- t lt , rw -." ""'_ _ , -----.-__• _ -0= - ! ~ .";,e, 1:olI__~__., _

7051-13
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ANNEX. XXIII. Instructions to Counting Officers

.INS;iRUOTIONS TO COUNTING OFFICERS
A.. {Coup.t~ni1 .of BgJlots J 'rol:l Ballot B9.::ms)

1. ~eturning Officer arranges for deliverinG of set
of four boxes (tYIO red, tv/o black) to the triO counting

I

officers Cl t their table.

2. Counting Officers check that the four boxes all
boar the SGoe code nunbers.

3. Oounting Officer records the code nunber on the
tally sheet (Appendix 'C') rlhich is kept in triplici:l tee

4. Returning Officer tips out the contents of the bOJ~es

into tyro heaps - one he£'.p from the tV/o blo..ck boxes c.nd
one heap from the t~o red boxes - and sho\~counting aGents
that the boxes are enpty.

5. Ash: the Returning Officer for the serinl numbers of the
invalid ballot papers (if any).

6. Returning Officer arranges for the 4 boxes to be
rGl:lOvod fron the to..ble and tnlrre aVlay to the eopty box
area.

7. '.~he lJo..llots froD. the pin1;: lJOX ['.re dealt r:ith firGt.

8. Find, renove nne. count the invLlicl bCtllot papers
(if' any) and record ho~ Qany on nppendix 0, ~nd then put
them in [Ln envelope r.1C'.. l"ked "Invalid. B;..llots fron Pink box
code nul':lber ••••••••• 11

9. Turn Ule ballots f~co upwards (i.e. the ~Qri~l nunber on
ench ballot p~per cannot then be sGen)

10~ Or-ock that GIl ballots ~re sto..nped ~ith the official
rubber stamp nnC't. that all br..llots are "E Hubi ll (or liD

Cubuno:.:a ~:adagnli" \1hen checkinc; ballots from Cubunc..na
Madac~li boxes).

11. Renove c..ny ballots to be rejected (includinz tendered
ballots to be rejected) (i.e. those ballots without official
rubber stnmp) includinG any spoilt or Dutilnted ballots
(includinG spoilt or mutilated Tendered Ballots)
(i.e. those on which the serial number cannot be seen nna
those on y/hich r..nyone has Ylri tten his nnoe) count theo
and record hOr! many on Appendix C.

•••••• 2/
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12. Rer.1ove [lny Tendered Br'.llot P8.DorS s> nncl. count nne.

record then on QppenUDc C (which Dust be n~~Dted to

shovi they cone from tho pink box) c.nC:. put then in em

envell9pe mc..rked "tendered b~~:l}ots from Pink box Oode

nurl1ber •••••• \I

13- 1'he rerminder of the b:->.llotss> which should nOVl all be

"vnlid", nre then counted, rJi th their faces uDv'lnrcls,

([',no. staplod in t',,:enties) ::mcl the tote.l recol'"'ded on

Appendix "0" c.nd then put in c..n envelope m[lrked l1 valid

ballots frOtl pink box coc..e nunber •••••• "

14. The Ohief Returnin~ Officer is then called so that

he cem enc1.orse the rlOrd "rejectedll on all re jec ted bc..llot

pnpers. These p8.pers elrc then put in an envelope mal'lked

"nutilnted ancl rejected belllots from Pink box code nuI:l.ber ••••• 11

15. The b[~llots fror.l the blnck bo:;~ f1.1">e deC'. I t wi th next,

following the snme systel:1 as when deo.ling vii th the bo.llots

from the pink box.

16. All the envelopes unso8.led, to.;ether \lith t·::o co:)ios

of J~pendix 'C', nre then delivereQ to tho ReturninG Of~iccrs

table, and the ~eturning Officer shoulQ be :->.sked for the

next 8et of four boxes.

Chief Roturnin~ Officer
1iu1Ji c.nd Cubun8.v!O. Had.'1gc..li Plebh,cite

District.
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ANNEX XXIV. Northern Cameroons Plebiscite (Voting Petitions)
Regulations, 1961 B 5

Northe~ Cameroons Ga.!'ette No.3, Vol. 2, 11th Februarr.}961-Supplement Part B

N.C.L.N. 3 of 1961
THE NORTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE

ORDER IN COUNCIL, 1960
THE NORTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE (VOTING

PETITIONS) REGULATIONS, 1961
Date ofCommencement: 11th February, 1961

In exercise of the powers conferred by Article 4 of the Northern
Cameroons Plebiscite Order in Council, 1960, the following regulations
are hereby made:-

1. These regulations may be cited as the Northern Cameroons Plebiscite
(Voting Petitions) Regulations, 1961.

2. In these reguh~tions, unless the context otherwise requires
"assistant plebiscite administrator" means a person appointed as such

under Article 6 of the Order;
"the Court" means a Special Court constituted under Article 7 of the

Order;
"the Order" means the Northern Cameroons Plebiscite Order in

Council, 1960;
"register of voters" means a register of voters prepared under the

provisions of Article 5 of the Order;
"registration area" means a registration area established under regulation

3 of the Northern Cameroons Plebiscite (Registration) Regulations, 1960;
"returning officer" means a person appointed as such under Article 6

of the Order;
"tendered votes list" means a tendered votes list prepared in accordance

with regulation 26 of the Northern Cameroons Plebiscite (Voting) Regula
tions, 1960.

3. (1) Any person may petition the Court who, being registered as
entitled to vote in any registration area, complains-

(a) that any person voted in that registration area who was not entitled
so to vote;

(b) that his vote was only accepted on the tendered votes list;
(c) that any corrupt or illegal practice or any offence of bribery, treating

or undue influence (within the meaning given to those expressions
in the Northern Cameroons Plebiscite (Voting) Regulations, 1960)
has been committed in that registration area.

(2) Petitions shall be lodged not later than 20th February, 1961, by the
petitioner in person at the office of the Administrator in Mubi or the assistant
plebiscite administrator at Barna or Ganye.

(3) Petitions shall be in the form prescribed in the Schedule, and shall be
lodged in quadruplicate, together with as many additional copies as there are
respondents.

(4) Where a petition complains of the conduct of any plebiscite official
he shall for all purposes be deemed to be a respondent.

(5) Upon receiving a petition the Administrator or assistant plebiscite
administrator shall-

(a) give a receipt for the petition;
(b) forward the original of the petition to the Court;
(c) forward a copy to the returning officer for the registration area to which

the petition relates;

Title.

Interpreta
tion.

N.C.L.N.2
of 1960.

N.C.L.N.
5 of 1960.

N.C.L.N.
6 of 1960.

Lodging of
petitions.

N.C.L.N.6
of 1960.

Schedule.
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Service of
petition.

Security for
costs.

Notification
of time and
place of trial.

Amendment
of petition.

Power of
Court to
summon
witnesses,
etc.

Production
of
documents.

Intervention
by Adminis
trator.

Determination
of petitions.

Notification
of decision.
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(d) forward a copy to the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner or his
representative; and

(e) cause a copy to be served on each perdon named as a respondent in the
petition if such person can be found.

4. Before proceeding to determine any petition the Court shall satisfy
itself that every person required by these regulations to be served with a copy
of the petition has been so served, or if such person cannot be found or has
evaded service the Court shall satisfy itself that all reasonable efforts have
been made to effect service, and may in its discretion direct what action,
including an order for substituted service, shall be taken to effect service in
any particular case.

5. The Court may require any person lodging a petition to give security
for costs, in such manner and to such amount as the Court may direct, and
where the Court so requires no petition shall be entertained until such security
be given.

6. The time and phlce of trial of each petition shall be fixed by the Court,
and notice in writing thereof shall-

(a) be posted in a conspicuous place in the vicinity of the place of trial;
(b) be published in the registration area to which the petition relates; and
(c) be sent by post to the petitioner and to each person named as a

respondent.

7. (1) Upon application by the petitioner the Court may in its discretion
allow the petitioner to amend the petition upon such terms, as to costs or
otherwise, as may seem just.

(2) Application for leave to amend the petition shall be made by motion
on notice to each person named as a respondent in the petition.

8. The Court may order the-attendance of any person as a witness at the
hearing of a petition, and shall for the purposes of compelling the attendance
of any person before the Court to give evidence and of maintaining order
during the hearing have the same powers as the High Court in the exercise
of its civil jurisdiction.

9. At the trial of a petition the Court may order the production and
inspection of any ballot papers, counterfoils, tendered votes list and register
of voters and the production of any sealed packets containing the same, and
may open such sealed packets:

Provided that in making an order under this regulation and carrying it
into effect the Court shall endeavour to ensure that the way in which any
particular voter voted or wished to vote i3 not disclosed until it is proved that
his vote was given and the vote is declared by the Court to be invalid or, in a
case where it is complained that a vote was only accepted as a vote in the
tendered votes list, until it is proved that the person was not entitled to vote.

to. Upon giving notice to the Court, the Administrator or any person
appointed by him for that purpose shall be entitled, upon such terms as the
Court may decide, to be heard upon any matter relating to a petition and to
examine witnesses and to call evidence.

11. The decision of the Court on any petition lodged under the provisions
of these regulations shall be final.

12. (1) The decision of the Court in respect of any petition, including
the findings upon the facts of the case, shall be transmitted to the Administra
tor in accordance with paragraph (1) of Article 9 of the Order.

/
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(2) A copy of the decision, including the findings upon the facts of the
case, shall be transmitted to the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner.

13. Subject to the express provisions of these regulations, the practice
and procedure of the Court in relation to a petition shall be assimilated as
nearly as may be to the practice and procedure of the High Court in the
exercise of its civil jurisdiction, and the Supreme Court (Civil Procedure)
Rules shall apply with such modifications as may be necessary to render them
conveniently applicable, as if the petitioner and the respondent were respec
tively the plaintiff and the defendant in a civil action.

14. Any person who by abuse of the process of the Court attempts to
impede, frustrate or delay the obtaining of the result of the plebiscite in any
registration area shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine
not exceeding one hundred pounds or to imprisonment for a term not exceed
ing six months or to both such fine and imprisonment.

Procedure
generally.

Volume X,
1948 Laws of
Nigeria.

Abuse of
process of
Court.

SCHEDULE
FORM OF PETITION

In the Special Court of the Northern Cameroons.
PETITION

. h I b" ..concerning t e p e iscite voting in .
• • II • I' •••••••••••••••••••••••registration area of the II ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

plebiscite district.
The petition of..... 11.11.1 •• If' 11.11.,1.,1.,1.,1.1 ••••••••••• II •••• 11.11.,1.,1.11 ••••••• I" If' 1,.11.11.11 ••

of .... 1 •••• I" I.' II ••••••••••••••••••• II' •••••• II • II • II • i •• '1 •••• II • II •••••••••• II ••••••• II • II •••• II •••• II •••••

(insert a sufficient postal address for effective service of any process by the Court)
whose name is subscribed hereto and who was registered as being entitled to vote in the
aforesaid.. 11 •••••• ., ••••••• f ••••• f ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I '" I •••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••· ••••••••••••· ••••

registration. area.
1. Your petitioner claims that-
*(a) the person named below, who was not entitled so to vote, voted in the above

mentioned registration area:-
Particulars

Name .
Address .
*(b) the petitioner's vote was only accepted as a vote on the tendered votes list.
*(c) the offence(s) specified below was/were committed by the person(s) named below

in connection with the holding of the plebiscite in the above mentioned
registration area:-

Particulars

2. And your petitioner prays that

(here state the relief which the petitioner seeks from the Court)
DATED this day of , 1961.

SIGNED•....•...........•.•.••...•.......•....•••...•....••
Petitioner

-Delete whichevtl.r is not applicable.
MADE at Mubi this 25th day of January, 1961.

P. WYN-HARRIS,
Administrator of the Northern Cameroons
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ANN.b:X llV. The Constitutional Arrangements for the Implementation
of the Decision at the Plebiscite

THE NORTHERN CAMEROONS PLEBISCITE 1961

THE CONSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS

FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF

THE DECISION AT THE PLEBISCITE

Printtd By the Authority of the Administrator

P. Wyn Harris
Administrator

16th January. 1961

Government Lodge
Mubi
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QUESTiON

Do you wish to achieve independence by joining the independent

REPUBLIC OF CAMEROUN?

The following communique is published by the Administrator of the Northern Cameroons on
the basis of the approach which has been made to the Government of the Republic of the
Cameroun by Her Majesty's Government, asking the Government of the Republic to state what steps
would be taken at the appropriate time for the implementation of the decision of the people of
the Northern Cameroons should the Plebiscite be in favour of joining the Republic of Cameroun.

The Government of the Cameroun Republic have officially stated that "the basis of unification
will be freely negotiated immediately after the Plebiscite and may be either:

(a) F~deration as agreed for the Southern Cameroons or

(b) Provincial autonomy with an Administration depending on the Central Government of the
Federal Republic or

(c) Administrative Unification in the form of collective Regional or Provincial authorities,
within the framework of the Present constitution of the Republic of Cameroun."

The Government of the Republic have further stated that "the procedure for constitutional
modification at present in force in Republic of the Cameroun will be put into effect when the time
comes in order that this unification should be realized.

With regard to the arrangements for federation agreed for the Southern Cameroons which is
one of the choices offered by the Government of the Cameroun Republic to the Northern
Cameroons, the President of the Republic, Monsieur Ahamadou Ahidjo, Mr. J. N. Foncha. Premier
of the Southern Cameroons and Monsieur Charles Assale, Prime Minister of the Cameroun
Republic, in a joint communique issued after their meeting from the 10th to the 13th October, 1960,
made the following declaration:

J. That they wish to use every available means to bring to a successful conclusion the
task of national re-unification which they have set themselves.

2. That in no case will the United Cameroun be a part either of the French Community
or the British Commonwealth.

3. That they wish to create a Federal State whose institutions could be broadly outlined as
follows:-

The Federal United Cameroun Republic will be a democratic state. It will have its Motto, its
anthem and its flag. The nationals of the Federal State will enjoy Cameroonian nationality. The
Federal State in the first stage will have power to deal with matters listed below as a minimum:-

Public freedoms
Nationality
National defence
Foreign affairs
Higher education
Immigration and emigration
Federal Budget
Post and Telecommunications

A list of powers which would fall within the competence of the Federal Government in the
second stage will be set out in the Constitution.

T,.: Federal Authorities will be composed of:

a Federal Executive headed by the President of the Republic, Chief of the Federal State
Federal Legislature consisting of a Federal Legislative Assembly and a Federal Senate.

(Continued on the last page)
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QUESTION

Do ~'ou wish to achieve independence by joining the independent

FEDERATION OF NIGERIA '?

The following communique is published by the Administrator of the Northern Cameroons on
the basis of the approach which has been made to the Government of the Federation of Nigeria
by Her Majesty's Government, asking the Government of the Federation to state what steps
would be taken at the appropriate time for the implementation of the decision of the people of the
Northern Cameroons should the Plebiscite be in favour of joining the Federation of Nigeria.
The Government of the Federation of Nigeria have made the following statement:-

"If the Northern Cameroons joins Nigeria, it will form part of the Northern Region with the
new Divisional and Local Government arrangements introduced on the 1st April 1960.

On the Ist April 1960, the new and independent Native Authorities of Mubi, Cham ba, Gashaka
Mambilla. Gwoza and United Hills were formed from parts of Trust Territory formerly administered
as part of Adamawa, Bornu and Benue Provinces. The Dikwa Native Authority of course continued
as an independent Native Authority.
2. On the Ist July 1960 by Legal Notice NQ. 81 in the Gazette of the Northern Region of Nigeria a
new Province was created to include the Northern Trust Territory divided into Native Authorities
as set out above. The objects of the creation of this new Province were to guarantee the status of the
new Native Authorities and to remove any fear which they might have that in future they would be
made subordinate to any other Native Authority from outside the new Province.
3. The Governments of the Federation of Nigeria and of the Northern Region of Nigeria both con
firm the undertaking set out in paragraph one above. The Government of the Northern Region of
Nigeria has also declared that the area will continue to be administered as a separate Province of the
Northern Region."
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-Certain Federal Laws will only be enacted in such a way that no measures contrary to the interest
of one State will be imposed upon it by the majority (system of second reading with a qualified
majority).

-in the event of a conflict of laws between the Federal State and the Federated States the Federal
law will prevail.

-in non-Federal matters the Authorities of each ofthe Federated States will have exclusive competence.
-Each of the Federated States will be ruled by a Government and will have a Legislative Assembly;
-A Federal Court of Justice will have as its purpose to unify judicial systems and to act as the

Highest Court of Appeal of the Federal State.
-federal services will be established to carry out Federal Administration.
-Legislation (or systems of legislation in force) will remain valid until the enactment of Federal

Legislation.

4. The Federation will be created by the Cameroun Republic and the Southern Cameroons under
British Trusteeship. The two parties hope that the Northern Cameroons under British Trusteeship
will also enter into this federation, either as a separate State, or as a part of the Cameroons at
present under British Trusteeship.

5. In the event of the Southern and Northern Cameroons voting in favour of re-unification, those
entrusted with the responsibility of the affairs of the Unified Cameroons would, through mutual
agreement, specify the manner in which the populations of the Cameroons would be asked to express
their opinion on the Federal Constitution.




