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~:. ; . The General Aasembly at its. :f'orty-six.th plenary meeting, held on 

31 October 1946; referr~d t<;> the Si:x;th Commi:fjtee the.· Report of the 

Secretary-General on the Terms of Office of J.vlembers of Councils (A/143), 
prepared by the -Se.cretary-General in e,qcorQ.ance with a re·solution adopted 

by the General Asser~bly on 13 FebruD.ry 1946. ·This report contains the te.xt 

of. such amendments of the Provisional Eules .of Procedure as the Secretary-

General considered necessary in order to give effect to the resolution of 

the General Assembly concerning the ·tenus of office of Members·elected to 

Councils • 

. 2. The resolution of the General Assembly was understood at the time to 

be limited to the single case of members elected in January 1946, for a 

. term of one year. This was natural, because that was the only question 

which at t}lat time called· for. definitiye decision. Before the first part 

of this session closed, it was necessary to decide v~hether or not members 

of Councils were to be elected during this secoJ:_ld part of the session, to 

succeed the members elected in January for a one-year term. 

3. The Sixth: Committee thinks the time is. Pow op:port:une to ensure that 

, the Provisional Rules of Procedure should cover: the :special case of all 

· the~ Members elected to Cotmoils in Jan~ 1946, . and -not the one~year 

members only. The principle adopted for the one case exactly coyers the 

others also. ··The principle is that the Charter itself' prescrib.es terms of 

office of one, two or three years·, as the case mey 'be, and that. it is not 

competent for Rules of Procedure to alter them. 



4. The wording of the .1\.genda item vrhich was referred to the Sixth 

Connnittee may be read as limiting the Committee to a consideration of the 

manner in which the one-year terms of 1946 are to be provided for by the 

Provisional Rules of Procedure. Nevertheless, the tvro and. three year terms 

remain to be dealt with. The course of discussion in the Sixth Committee 

disclosed an apparently unanimous vrish on the part of delegations to apply 

to them the same principle as that which the General Assembly applied in 

February to the one~year terms. Even at the risk, therefore, of appearing 

to exceed its mandate, the Sixth Committee proposes texts which deal with 

·the whole. matter. The Committee hopes· that this course will best economize 

the time of the General Assembly. 

5. · The Sixth Cornmi ttee has adopted without dissent a rec:onnnendation in 

favour of new texts both for Rule 87 and for Supplementary Rule J of the 

Provisional Rules of Procedure. The former lays down a general rule, in 

simple terms, which• will govern all future cases. The latter is required. 

in order to deal with the special circumstances attending the election 

of members o'f Councils in January and November 1946. 

6. . The proposed text~:: are as follows: 

"Rule 87. 

The term: df.office bf members shall begin·on 1 January following 

their election by the General Assembly, and f?he.ll end on 31 December 

following the election of 'their successors. 

§_li;t>ple:rheritary Rule J • 

. Members of Councils elected for one 1 two and three years durill€~ 

the first part ·of the first regular session of the General Assembly 

shall hold office until 31 December'.l946, 19in ,' and 1948 respectively. 

Their successors E':hall be elected during the second part of the fir~lt 

regular session and during the second and third regular sessions of 

the General Assembly respectively, and shall take and continue in 

office in accordance with Rule 87. '' 
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7. The Charter itself lays down the ter.ms for which members of Councils 

are elected. It is not necessary to repeat these provisions. Rules 91, .94, 

96 end 97 prescribe the times at which elections are to take place. All 

that proposed Rule 87 does therefore is t~ f.ix the dates on which the 

terns of office prescribed by the Charter are to beg'in end end. 

8. Some prov-ision of a transitory character is needed in order to fix 

(a) the time at which Mera.bers are to be elected to succeed those members of 

Councils w·hich 1rere elected for one year in J 3Jlua.ry 1946; (b) the date at 

which the terms of office of all members then elected are to expire. 

Proposed Supplementa~J Rule J covers all these cases. 

9. In the first part of the first session the election of members of the 

Security Council took place on 12 January l-946, while the election of members 

of the Economic and Social Cmmcil vTas completed on 14 Je.nuary. A fixed 

date applicable to all countries is plainly desirable. The text proposes 

1 January in all cases, In the opinion of the Sixth Committee the General 

Assembly is fully competent to fix this date. 

10. Under the new text proposed by the Sixth Committee, there will normally 

be an interval betvreen the election of a member and its taking of office. 

This interval may 'vell, it was suggested in the Sixth Committee, be of 

advantage both to the members and to the Organization, by giving time for 

arranging the necessary represe:1tation at the headquarters of the Organization. 

11. The Sixth Committee points out that if in any year such exceptional 

circumstances were to arise that it was not found possible to hold any 

meeting of the General Assembly, the terms of office fixed in the Charter 

>vould in the case of some members expire before their successors had been 

elected.. Tl1i.s difficulty hmvever arises directly from the Charter itself, 

·and can11.ot be rectified. by any lr.od.i±':Lcation of t:t.e Rules of Procedure. The 

necessity for filling vacancies in t'he Councils vlill in itself supply a 

strong reason for ensuring that the General Assembly does meet before the 

end. of each year. 

12. The Sixth Committee recommends to the G-eneral Assembly the ad.o:ption of 

thA ~nnAYAd regnluticn. 
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geso~utj:...on on chan~~_El_ the Provisi()~ 
· Rules: of, P::rocedure of the General Assembly 

Concerning the Terms ofoff:fce of Members-

THE GENERAL ASDEMBLY ·. 

1. 1\PPROVES 

·~ected-tQCoo!lcils -,~-
. ""-

the report on the terms of office of Members elected to Councils 

presented by the Sixth Cornmitt<:!e (Annex lh 
··. 2. Rl!lSOLVES ·. · 

.. 

to replace. R1ile 87 of the Amended Provisional Ru+os of Procedure for the 

General Assombly and Rule J of the Supplementary Provisional Rules of·. 

Procedure for the First Session of the General Assembly l)y the following :Rules: 

: Rule.87 

The. term of office oi· Members shall begin on 1 January following their 

electi'on by the General Assembly,. and shall. end on 31 December following the 

election of their SUCCSBSOYS, 

~uppleme~tar~le J 

Members of Councils elected for one, two and t;hree years during the first 

part of the fhst regular sessj_on of the General Assembly shall hold office 

until 31 December 7:91~(); 1947, E.nd 1948 respectivel3r. The:i.r s~ccessors shall 

be elected during .. the second part of the first regular. session and. during the 
. . '· ' 

second and third :regular ses.sio:..1s of the G0n.eral Assembly res;pectively, and 

shall take f.Gld continue in office in accor;dance ."~-lith Rule 87. 




