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1. On 7 October 19501 the General Assembly adopted resolution 376 ~V) on the 

problem of the independence of Korea., and established the United Nat~ons 
Commission for the Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea. (UNCURK). 

1 

2, On ll August 19591 in accordance with its terms of reference,. UNCURK submitted 

a report'~/ covering the period from 31 JUly 1958 to ll August 1959· 

3· 'lhe General Assembly, at its 803rd plenary meeting on 22 September 19591 

included in the agenda. of the fourteenth session the item entitled 11~e Korean 

question: report of the United Nations Commission for the Unificatidn and 

Rehabilitation of Korea.", a.nd referred it to the First Committee. 
1 

4. By a cablegram dated 26 October 1959 (A/C.l/822) 1 the Minister ~f Foreign 

Affairs of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea. requested the~ rticipation 

of its representative in the discussion of the Korean question at th fourteenth 

session. ! 

5· 'lhe First Committee also had before it a letter dated 15 Octobe~ 1959 from the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Democratic People's Republic of K9rea. addressed 

to the Presid.ent of the General Assembly and the Secretary-General (4/c.l/823). 

6. 'lhe First Committee considered the item at ita lo6lst to lo66th :meetings .from 

23 to 27 November 1959· 

Fourteenth Session plement No, 13 

59-29448 ; ... 



''. 

A/4307 
English 
Page 2 

7. At the ~o6~st meeting, the COmmittee had before it two draft reso~utions: 

(~) a dra.ft resolution submitted by .the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

(A/C.l/L.243), which provided that the Committee, recognizing that, in the absence 

of representatives of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and of the 

Republic of Korea, discussion of the Korean question could not be productive, 

should decide to invite representatives of the Democratic People's Republic of 

KOrea ana the Republic of Korea to participate, without the right to vote, in the 

discussion of the Korean question; (2) a draft resolution submitted by the 

United states of America (Ajc.l/L.244), which provided that the Committee should 

decide to invite a representative of the Republic of Korea to participate, 

without the right to vote, in the discussion of the Korean question. 

8. At the same meeting, a motion by the United states of America for priority of 

ita draft resolution was adopted by 38 votes to 18, with 15 abstentions. The 

United states draft resolution (A/C.l/L.244) was adopted by 49 votes to 10, with 

15 abstentions, while the USSR draft resolution (A/C.l/L.24)) was rejected by 

40 votes to 22, with 11 abstentions. 

9· On 24 November 1959, Australia, Belgium, Colombia, Ethiopia, France, Greece, 

Luxembourg, the Netherlands, the Philippines, Thailand, Turkey, the Union of 

South Africa, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and the 

United states of America submitted a draft resolution (.A/C.l/L.245 ). The preamble 

provided that the General Assembly should: (1) reaffirm its resolutions 112 (II), 

195 (III), 29"5 (IV), 376 (V), 811 (IX), 910 A (X), 1010 (XI), 1180 (XII) and 

1264 (XIII); (2) note that, despite the exchange of correspondence between the 

communist authorities concerned and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland on behalf of the Governments of countries which contributed forces 

to the United Nations Command in Korea, in which those Governments expressed 

their sincere desire to see a lasting settlement of the Korean question in 

accordance with United Nations resolutions and their willingness to explore any 

measures designed to bring about reunification on this basis, the communist 

authorities continued to refuse to co-operate with the United Nations in bringing 

about the peaceful and democratic resolution of the Korean problem; (3) regret 

that the crnmm,n1st authorities continued to deny the competence and authority of 

the United Nations to deal with the Korean question, claiming that any resolution 
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on this question adopted by the United Nations was null and void; and (4) note 
\ 11 

further that the United\Nations forces, which were sent to Korea in accordance with 

resolutions of the United, Nations, had in greater part already been withdrawn 
' . 

\

and that the Governments concerned were prepared to withdraw their remaining forces 

. from Korea when the conditions for a lasting settlement laid down by the General 
) 
:Assembly had been fulfilled. The operative part provided that the Assemb~ 

'· 

should: (1) reaffirm that the objectives of the United Nations in Korea w~re to 

bring about by peaceful means establishment of a unified, independent and 

democratic Korea under a representative form of government, and the full 

restoration of international peace and security in the area; (2) call upon the 

communist authorities concerned to accept those established United Nations· 

objectives in order to achieve a settlement in Korea based on the fundamental 

principl.es. for unification set forth by the nations participating on behalt of the 

United Nations in the Korean Political. Conference hel.d at Geneva in 1954, and 

reaffirmed by the Assembly, and to agree at an early date on the holding o:f 

genuinely free el.ections in· accordance with the prineipl.es endorsed by the· 

Assembly; (3) request the United Nations Commission :for the Unification and 

Rehabilitation of·Korea to continue its work in accordance with the rel.evarit 

resolutions of the Assembly; and (4) request the Secretary-General to place the 

Korean question on the provisional. agenda of the fifteenth session. 

· 10. At its l.C66th meeting on 27 November 1959, the First Committee adopted 

I the fourteen-Power draft resol.ution (A/C.l/L.245) by a roll-cs.ll vote of 49 to 9, 

•
1
with l.9 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 
' 

In favour: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bel.gium, Brazil., Canada, Ghile, 
China,. Costa Rica, CUba, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
El Salvador, Ethiopia, Federation of ))".alaya, France, Greece, 
Gtia.tetiiala, Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, Iran, Ireland, Israel, 
Italy, Japan, Jordan, Is.os, Liberia, Luxembourg, Mexico, · 
Netherlands, New Zeal.and, Nicaragua, Norway, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Portugal., Spain, SWeden, Thailand, Tlmisia, ··Turkey, 
Union of South Africa, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Irel.and, United ste.tes of .America, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

Against: Albania, Bulgaria., Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
czecb,oslovakia, Hungary, Poland, Romania., Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Abstaining: Afghanistan, Burma, Cambodia, Ceyl.on, Finland, Ghana, Gui,nea, 
· India, Indonesia, Iraq, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Nepal, Saudi 
Arabia, SUdan, United Arab Republic, Yemen, Yugoslavia. 
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Rec~endation of the First Committee 

u. The First Committee therefore rec~ends to the General Assembly the adoption 

of the following draft resolution:· 

The Korean question 

The General Assembly, 

Having received the report of the United Nations Commission for the 

Unification and Rehabilitation o:f:'. Korea.,§/ 

Reaffirming its resolutions ll2 (II) of 14 November 1947, 195 (III) of 

l 
( 

l2 December 1948, 293 (IV) of 21 October 1949, 376 (V) of 7 October 1950, 8U (IX) 

of ll December 1954, 910 A (X) of 29 Noyember 1955, 1010 (XI) of ll Jlmue.ry 1957, 

U80 (XII) of 29 Novem't;ler 1957 and 1264 (XIII) of 14 November 1958, 

Noting that, despite the exchange of correspondence between the cooimunist 

authorities concerned and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

on behalf of the Gove=ents of countries which have contributed forces to the 

United Nations Command in Korea., in which these Gover=ents expressed their sincere 

desire to see a lasting settlement of the Korean question in accordance with 

United Nations resolutions and their willingeness to explore any measures designed 

to bring about reunification on this basis, the communist authorities continue 

to refuse to co-operate with the United Nat:t.ons in bringing about the peaceful and 

democratic resolution of the Korean problem, 

Regretting that the communist authorities continue to deny the competence and ! 

authority of the United 1tl.tions to deal with the Korean question, claiming that 

any resolution on this question adopted by the .United 1tl.tions is null and void, 

Noting further that the United 1tl.tions forces ·which were sent to Korea. in 

accordance with resolutions of the United Nations have in greater part already 

been withdrawn, and that the Govel'!llllents concerned are prepared to withdraw their 

remaining forces from Korea when the conditions for a lasting settlement laid 

down by the General Assembly have peen fulfilled, 

l. Reaffirms that the objectives of the United Nations in Korea are to bring 

about by peaceful means the establishment of a unified, independent and democratic 

Korea under a represente.ti ve form of govermnent, and the full restoration of 

international peace and security in the area; 

§./ of' the General Assemp , Fourteenth Session, Sup lament No, 13 
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2, Calls upon the communist authorities concerned to accept these 

established United Nations objectives in order to achieve a settlement in Korea 

based on the fundamental principles for unification set forth by the natipns 

participating on behalf of the United Nations in the Korean Political Con~erence 

k held at Geneva in 1954, and reaffirmed by the General Assembly, and to agree 

I at an early date on the holding of genuinely tree elections in accordance, with 

'the principles endorsed by the Assembly; 

3. Requests the United Nations Commission for the Unification and 

Rehabilitation of Korea to continue its work in accordance with the relevant 

resolutions of the General Assembly; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to place the Korean question on the 

provisional agenda of the fifteenth session of the General Assembly. 




