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Standards of travel &dcémmnéation for staff members

Eighteenth report of the AﬂV1ﬁoggggamm1ttee on Administrative and Budgelary
tuestions to the - Genaral 1 ‘Assembly at its fourteenth seseion

' 1. In sccordance with-a decision of the Fifth Commibttee at the thirteenth
session of the General Aaaemblya—/the Secretary-General has submitted a report
(A/C.5/768) on the stenderds of traWel accommcdation vhich are currently

. authdrized for staff mewbers.

2. Details of the stendards curren%ly'in force are given in pardgraph 3 of the
Secretary-General's report. The standards are classified according to the
folldwing three categories of travel'

(a) Travel on duty; ‘

{b) Travel on home leave;

:Ic) Travel on eppointment, transfer or seperation.

Subject to certain exdeptions, s indicated 1n the Secretary-General's report,
the following would appear to be the. main lines of the present poliecy:

(a) For travel of individual staff members on duty, the normal mode and
standﬁrﬂ of travel is standard first class by air for all staff. In the case of
group travel 1o conferences, elther aharter arrangements or other errengements of
a standard lower than first class are sometimes made;

(b) For travel on home leave of all staff below the Prineipal Officer level,

‘the stenderd by eir is tourist cless (or economy class when tourist elass is not
avalldble) for other then extended Journeys, while the standard by sea is cabin
classlor eqnivalent,

;/ Officiel Records of the Ceneral Assembly, Thirteenth Session, Annexes,
agenda items %3 end 44, document A 1, para. 9.
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(c) For travel on appointment, transfer or separation, staff members are
éfioved standard first-class accommodation by air, or minimum first-cless
aggdumodatioﬁ*bﬁ 88«
3+ On the basis of a prelimirary congldsration of this question in July 1959,
thw Bdvisory Committee, in its report on the 1960 budget estimates,® stated:

"While the Advisory Committee will comment on this metter after the
Becretary-Ceneral hes submitted his report, the Committee has obtained the
irmpression frow' preliminary informetion provided to ‘it “that dovumward
ad justments have been made during the pest few years in the standerds of
travel accommadatién for staff members, especially in réspect of travel on
home leave,”

b, The Cammittee 8! earlier impression has been confirmea by its further study

of the ﬁetaileﬂ prGV1siohs which at present apply to travel undertaken by staff
mﬂmbSTS. The Committee accordingly belleves that it may not be advisable to make
further modifications at the preseut stage in the standards of travel currently in
rorce. The Committee WOuld, however, suggest the ‘wider use, wherever practiqable,
of the economy class of air travel in preference to tourist class, in cases vhere
the latter standard is now authorized. ’

5. 'The standards which are currently in force will doubtleSB need to be
reviewed when the major change-over ta Jet travel has teken place, and when basic
edjustments in the different classes of services and fares have been more clearly
and uniformly established by the airlines. As far as trans-ﬂtlantic routes are
concerned, it appears that Jet aireraft Will be in genaral usg, by the middle

of 1960. The Advisory Committee would urge that the suggested review should be
unﬁertaken vithout delay following the change-over anﬂ bagic adjustments in
classes and fares mentioned above. Mbanwhile, every effort should be made in the
Secretariat to keep expenditures on travel to. the essentiel minimum, especially
through the continyance of proper planning and strict control gf.the Journeys to
be authorized, |
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2/ Ibid., Fourtcemth Session, Suoplement No. 7:(A/h17o), para. 171,
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