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:B1.!DGE'l' ESTIMATES ;FOR l'BE FINANCIAL mE 1960 

standards of travel &ccOmmodation for staff members 

E\§htee:gth report of the Ad Vi sod Committee on Administrative ani!. Budgetary 
· Questions to the Geueral'AssemblY at its fourteenth session 

' 

1. ~:xn accordance With a decision o:t' the Fifth COllllllittee at the thirteenth 

sesa~on of the General Assembly,!/ t~ Secretary-General has submitted a report 

(A/C~S/788) on the standards of tra~el accommcdation which are currently 

authorized for staff members. 

2. :Details of the standards currently in force are given in paragraph 3 of the 

Secretary-General's report. 'l'he standards are ·classified accordillg to the 

f'ou$:Lng tbree categories of travel': 

:(a) Travel on duty; 

:{b) · Travel on home leavei 

{c) Travel on appointment, t~fer or separation. 

SubjSI!t to certain exceptions, BS ~cated in the Secretary-Qeueral IS report, 

the f~llow:Lng would appaar to be the' main lines .of the present policy: 

(a) For travel ot individual staff members on duty, the normal mode and 

standjlrd of travel is standard first·:class by air for all staff. In the case of 

group··travel to conferences, either eharter arrangements or other arrangements of 

a staJ!ldard lower than :first class arE! sometimes made; 

(b) For travel on home leave ot all staff below the P;rincipal Office;!.' level, 

the standard by air is tourist class (or economy class when tou;t"ist class is not 

avail.&ble) for o\l:har than extended journeys, While the standard by sea is cabin 
clasa ,;or equivalent; 
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(c). For, travel on appointment, transfer or separation, staff members are 

t'~Owed stand,ard first-class accommodation by air, or minimum. first-class 

fXC~odatio"n by sea. 

3. On the basis of a preliminary QOllSideration of this question in July ~959, 

~ M.Visory Committee, in ita report on the 1960 budget eetimates,Y stated: 

"While the Advisory Committee will comment on this matter after the 
Secretary-General l::!M submitted his report, the CqDlJllj,ttee. has obtained the 
impression from' preliminary· information provided·. to· ':i. t ·-that downward 
e.djustmants !;lave been made during the past few years in. tlle standards of 
travel accoimtlo"dation for staff' members, especially in· r'e'spect of travel on 
home leave." . . . , . .. .... , · .. 

4. . The cOmni ttee 1 s 'earli.;jr in\Pression has been confirmed· by 'its~ further stUdy 

of the detailed Pt-oVis:t¢hs whicii at present apply to travel ~ertall:en by staff 

mem'oers. The Committee accordipgly believes that it may not, be ,advisa'Qle. to ~e 

furth~r. ~~difi~at:lon~ at 'the present stage :l,n the standard~? of .trav~~ current+y in 

fo~. TheCommltt~e W~~d, however, suggest th~ wide~ U9~1 ·~r]fere~er pra~"!;~c,~ble, . . . . . - . 
of the e;ori.omy class ~f air travel in preference to ,tourist class, in cases l1l:)ere 

the latter standard is now authorized. . . . ... .. . . · 

5 • ''l'he standards which are currently in force will doubtJ,.E;,ss need to be 
I • , ' ' • • • I 

reviewed when the' ~Jor change-over to jet travel hes tal!;en place, and lrhen basic . . •' ' 

adjustments in the different classes of serVices and fare~ have been more clearly 
• , I • 

and uniformly established by the airlines. As far aa tran~J,-A~+an;tic routes are 
·• - ' ····' .. ' 

concerned, it appears that jet aircraft will be in genei'!ll. use. by the middle 

~f 1960, The Advisory C~tte~ would urt?;e ·t~t. the sugg,~~ted _review shoul.d be 

undil~ken lrithout d~y foll~w,ing th6.cpange-~y:e~ :W.d. :ba.sic.adjustmsnts in . . . . . . - .· -· . . . ' ., . 
classes and far~~ mentioned above. ~anwhile, every effor~. shoul~ be made in the 

Secretariat to-keep exp~ditures ~n travel.to.the e~sential mi~um, espe~ially 
• • • • • > • 

through the continuance of proper planning and strict control ~f. the ~ourne,ys to 

be authorized, ., 

.. : 
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