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In the course of its forty-third and forty-fourth meetings the Fourth
Committee considered a drafi resolution which had been presented by the
delegation of India (document A/C.4/98) relating to the voluntary submission
of Trusteeship agreements for Non-Self-Goverming Territories as enviéaged
in Article T7, 1, ¢ of the Charter.

There was no difference of opinion in the Committee regarding the
purely optional nature of this provision of the Charter, nor regarding
the desirability of accelerating the evolution of colonial territories
toward self-govermment. Some representatives expressed disagreement,
however as to whether autonomy or independence were the only possible
results which might be the outcome of the Trusteeship System and also as
to whether the Trusteeship System - the means proposed in the Indian
resolution for attaining the end in view - was necessarily the best and
most desirable means of doing so. On the one hand, it was urged that the
Trusteeship System would be a step Torward especially for the less advanced
Non-Self-Governing Peoples, and that it was importent that some recognition
should be extended to the provision of Article 77, 1, c¢. On the other
hand, it was pointed out that the Charter provides two systems for dealing
with Non-Self-Governing Teryitories - the system under Chapter XI and the
Trusteeship System - and that the desired evolution towards self-govermment
could be equally fostered under one or the other, :

The delegation of Guatemala supported the proposal of the Indian
delegation,while reiterating the reservation made at the Conference at
San Francisco concerning the territory of British Honduras (Belize).

By a roll-call vote of twenty-five to twenty-three, with three

/abstentions,l)
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abst@ntions}l} the Fourth Committee, at its forty-fourth meeting on

ik October 1947, desided to vecommend to the General Assembly the~5doption
of the following resolubion: | R
TRUSTEESHIP AGREEMENTS FOR NON-SELF-GOVERNING TERRITORIES.
WHEREAS at the tims of the creation of the United Nations
it was intended that Non-Ss=lf-Governing Territories be voluntarily
placed under the Inmbernabtioral Trusteeship System by St&ﬁes-
responsible Tor thelr administration and such intention wastembo&ied
in Article 77, 1, ¢ of the Crarter of the United Nations , ‘
WHEREAS the Inbermaticnal Trusteéship System, in cdnfqﬁmity -
with the high principles and purposes of the Charter,»prbvides‘
the surest and guickest means of enabling the peoples of dependent
territories to secure self-goverument or iﬁdépendénce ur.der the
collective guidance and supervision of the‘ﬁnited Nationg; ;
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HOPES that Members of the Unitéd Nations
résponsible Tor the administration of Non-Self-Governing Territories
will propose Trusteeship agreements under Artic%e 11, l; ¢ of the
Charter of the United Nations for all cr some of‘such territories

ag are not ready for selif-govermment,

[S——

1} For: Afghanistan,.Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, China,\Cuba;
Czecho§lovak1a,13gyp§, Ethiopla , Guatemala, Haiti, India, Tran
ITraq, Lebanon, Liberia, Mexico, Pakistan, Panama,’fhillipﬁinés;’i;
Poland, Saud%‘Arabiaﬁ Syria, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Yemen, Yugoslavia, ’

Agadnst: Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil. Cenada, Ch

Setoiibbe ! - LSO - ile
Colcmbia, Denmark, Dominican ﬁepublic,’France,’Greece ’ ’
Luxembourgg Netherlagds, New Zealand, Nicaragia, Norwéy; Pern
Swedgn, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom, United States of

America, Uruguvay. ' ’

- Abstentions: C(osta Rica, Honduras, Venezuela.
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