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The following- cable, dated 28 October 1 has been received by the Secretary~ 

General from Colonel Generi:l.l Enver IToJCha, Prime Minister and Minister for 

Foreign Affairs of Albania: 

"In the name of the Albani<::m Government and people I appeal to you 

to· make representations to the Jiico:nomic and Social Council of the United 

Nations·and to the Assembly so that economic assistance may speedily be 

granted to Albania which has suffered imraeasurab!e damage as a result of 

great floods. In the night of 22, 23 oc-!~ober an unprecedented do'\mpour 

of rain descended upon all parts of the eountry. This great flood 

covered our lowlands. The extent of the damage has not yet been 

ascertained. Ti<To b:Lg bridges ana. four sma .. ll ones vere destroyed; yet 

another big bridge vias damaged. Roads were carried avray by the flood or 

cut at several points. Hundreds of vil.lage dvrellings were svrept alray. 

A large number of cattle per:Lshec3_. The number of people vfho lost their 

lives in this disaster is not yet known. The produce of many villages 

was destroyed. In the tom1 many stores and warehouses suffered extensive 

damage. Agriculture has suffereo. stupendous loss. A large proportion 

of the fields had been sown; :how two-thi.rds of this area v-Jill have to be 

resovm since the floods have destroyed the present seedlings. Iifot only 

will j_ t be necessary to do the whoJ.e '\VO;t'k again but we shall also require 

new seed which we car>..not flnd because we have not yet reached the :point 

of e].1suring more than a small part of our bread supply. For alJ,. those 

reasons, we ask you once again to lenG. us your valuable assistan.ce. 
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I think that the United Nations >vill not fail to help the small 

Albanian })eople 'which honourably performed its duties tovrards the 

freedom-loving nations. 

I have the honour to be, etc. 

Colonel General Enver Hoxha 

Albanian Prime Minister and Hinister for 
Foreign Affairs 11 

Since receiving this ce.ble the Secretary-General has been informed 

that the Dtrector-General of UJ:J-:RRA has issued the following statement 

on action -vrhich illlRRA is teJ:ing to relieve the distress and ),~epair the 

damage caused by the flood: 

"I have just received an urgent cable from Colonel General !:Io:d:u, 

Chief cf tho Albanj.o,n Govorr.Jnent., D .. nd from the UNR:tA Mission 

in Albania, about a disastrous flood in South A11)ania. I have 

directed the_ U:NRRA Mission to survey the extent of the damage 

to see what add.ttional reg_ulrements U:NRRA can fulfU in order 

to relieve sufferlng and hard.ship in this area. 

"In the meantime, acting under the emergency authority 

conferred upon the Director-General on tho 14 Mcrch 19!~5 by the 

Central Committee, I have today (Octo1)o:t• 31) av.thorized a 

spocia .. l 1:'-ncl su:p:ple:mentm.·y reliof :prog>reJ'L;M in t:::,.e amount of 

$300 1 000.00 :i.n ac1dit:i.on to the regula1· U:NP.RA :programme for 

/Albania. I hope to ·be able to obtain blankets and other emergency 

supplies in Europe so as to expecUte relief work to meet this 

emergency, 

"In addition, I am hrwing the present sUPI>lY programme for 

Albania studied vi th a view to substituting supplies reg_uired 

:to meet this emergency in so far as }?racticable." 

. In these circumstances, the Secretary-General h.s.s, a-s an interim 

. measure, sent the follow~.ng message to Colonel General F.i:oxha: 

"I am transmitting your cable of 2B OcJuober to the General 

Assembly of the United Nations which >vill learn of ·the disaster -vrhi.ch 
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has overtaken ;y'our countr,f with deo·p concern. Ma;y I express my 

01m deep sympathy and my gratificatlon that the Director-General 

of UNRRA has annov.nced. a s1,;ecioJ. relief programme to help meet 

the emer[iency. '.' 

The f-3ecretary-General. sugge~jts that the follovring message also m:i.ght 

be sent by the General Assembly to Colonel General Hoxha and. that a copy 

of this message be comu.1u.nicated to the Di.rt:lcto:r.-General of UI:JRRA: 

"The General AssemlJiy has learned 1¥lth d.ee·p concern of the 

disaster vrhich he.s 'be~·e.llen the Alban:i.an people and countrysid.e 

as a result of the recent -v;r;idespreao. flood,i.ng. All of the Mem1)ers 

of the General .·:ssombly sy-mpathize ·profounclly 1vi th the Albanian 

people in their distress. Members of ~che United Nattons ;.;rho 

are also mem"bers of UJ:JitRA i·relcome the ol)portuni ty of contributing 

in some measure to the alleviation of suffA:t;'ing in Albania through 

tho SlJec:1.al assistance :<rrhich l.J1TPJ:1A is arranginG to provide i.n 

this emergene::,r. 11 

In proposing this course of acti.on in this particular emergency the 

Secretar;y-General i.s mindful of the need for early consid.erati.on of the 

general liroblem o:f providing relief to countries vrhich r:J.ay suffer :I:'rom 

s:':ruil~:'r disasters in tho future and vrhich may then;selves be unable to 

mob:l.li.ze or flnance tl;.e necesse.ry assistance. In the light of the 

cUsmwsion on relief quostionc; during the current session of the GeneTal 

Assembly the Secl~otal"iaoc., in consultat:Lon with international agenc1.es 

anct \roluntary soc;ieti.es, ;r1.ll undertake a stud.y of the fadli ties and. 

resourceG available for meeting [H:W.h contJngenci.es :Ln the future. 

The General i\sseta1)ly may wish to req:• . .:te:J t the Economic and Soc lal Cmmc il 

to conside:r7 and make reco:rr>Jnendations on, the measures re(jui:rerl to ensure 

that adequate resources are readUy available to meet this sort of emergency. 




